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ERRATA. 


Page & Fifteen lines from foot of page—‘‘ (B2)” 
should read ‘‘ (Bl); and, two lines further 
on, “ (B3) ” should read ‘ (B2.)” 


INustration facing Page 170—Initials ay gree Turrall 
should be “T.G.”, not “ 


Page 284.— Marginal number opposite line 21—“‘ 1/8th’” 
should read ‘ 2/8th.”” 


It is requested that readers who find other similar 
errors will write and point them out either to the author 
or to the Editor of the Regimental Magazine— 


“ FIRM,” 
NORTON BARRACKS, 
WORCESTER. 


Corrections will be published in future numbers of 
the Magazine. 
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FOREWORD 


BY 


Field-Marshal Sir Claud Jacob, ccp, Kcsi1, KCMG. 


This book forms a part of the Worcestershire County Memorial. At the 
end of the War a War Memorial Fund of £10,157 16s. od. was raised by public 
subscription and was applied to the following objects :— 


s. d. 
(a) Erection of a Memorial Window and Memorial Books 
in Worcester Cathedral - - - 1,136 18 6 
(4) A Memorial Cross outside the Cathedral grounds - 1,994 11 10 
(c) Relief Fund for the benefit of Worcestershire men 
born or bred, or men who served in any unit 
belonging to the County, the County Regiment, 
the Yeomanry, Territorial Artillery, etc., their 
widows, orphans, and dependants - - 5,626 5 8 
(4) The History of the Worcestershire Regiment in the 
War - - - - - 1,400 0 0 
£10,157 16 0 


The Fund was originated by the Earl of Coventry after the War, in his 
capacity as Lord Lieutenant of the County, and the amount was subscribed by 
people of every class belonging to or interested in the County and the County 
Regiment. 

The work of compilation of the History has been long and difficult and 
could not have been accomplished but for the willing help which we have received 
from all whom we have asked for aid. Particularly we have to thank His Majesty 
the King for his gracious permission to reproduce at the head of our long Roll 
of Honour the personal message which he sent to the next-of-kin of those who 
gave their lives for King and Country. 

Of those who have helped to make this book I would especially mention 
Mrs. E. C. F. Wodehouse, O.B.E., for her work in compiling the records of those 
officers and men who won decorations, and Captain C. F. G., Crawford for his 
help in connection with the maps for the history, but above all the gratitude 
of the whole Regiment is due to Captain H. FitzM. Stacke, M.C., who has 
devoted so much time, energy and research to making the history complete. 
The reader will realize what a monument of work this history discloses and 
what the Regiment owes to Captain Stacke for compiling it. 
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FOREWORD. 


In this book there will be found recorded many brave deeds of officers and 
men, by which the “ fighting decorations ”—V.C., D.S.O., M.C., D.C.M. and M.M.— 
were won. In one way it is unfair that those who earned decorations should thus 
be singled out for remembrance, for they themselves would be the first to say 
that their bravery was no greater than that of many others of their comrades, 
but the inclusion of those gallant episodes is justified if it is realized that the deeds 
recorded are also typical of the bravery of those many others who earned but did 
not receive the rewards of valour. 

In each of our fighting battalions there were many here unnamed who at 
one time or other performed deeds as brave as any described in these chapters, 
and apart from such actions there was an equal courage in all those who, without 
doing any action of note, bravely bore their part, day in and day out, in the face 
of the enemy and in the ever-present dangers of the fighting line. 

All were brave in their own way and to the limits of their own powers. 
Perhaps there was a greater heroism in the mere endurance of the strain of battle 
by a highly-strung boy straight from school than in some more conspicuous work, 
possibly in that same battle, by a hard-bitten Regular soldier of long service. 
There was no dividing line in bravery. Our roll of “ V.C’s.” (page §21) shows well 
enough how varied as regards rank and service were those who gained the highest 
reward of valour. Of the nine soldiers whose names are recorded on that page 
two were Regular officers before the War, two had gained commissions from the 
ranks, three were “‘ New Army ” subalterns, and two were private soldiers, one 
of a Regular battalion and one of the ‘“‘ New Army ”—a list varied enough to be 
typical of our Regiment ; and our Regiment may well be said to be one of the 
most typical of the old English regiments of the Line, those regiments whose 
soldiers have ever proved themselves resolute in attack and defence, constant in 
adversity, moderate and forbearing in victory. No one can doubt these qualities 
who reads in this book the story of the battle of Neuve Chapelle, the landing in 
Gallipoli, the desperate fight at Doiran, the capture of Templeux, the brave defence 
of Ellis Redoubt, the gallant little attack at Pargny, the battle in the Asiago 
forest, and perhaps above all the counter-attack at Gheluvelt. Let it never be 
forgotten that the true glory of the fight at Gheluvelt lies not in the success 
achieved but in the courage which urged our solitary battalion to advance 
undaunted amid all the evidences of retreat and disaster to meet great odds in 
a battle apparently lost. 


The record of the Worcestershire Regiment is a very fine one, and to me, 
who saw nearly every battalion of the British Army fighting in the Great War, 
this record is a proof that our English County Regiments are second to none in 


the whole world. 
es , , 


“WIPERS” 


From the picture by ‘ Snaffles,”” presented by the Artist to the Regiment 


whose counter-attack at Gheluvelt inspired the drawing. 
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PREFACE. 


several problems of scope and plan. The first problem to be resolved was whether to attempt 

to weave the records of all the twelve fighting battalions into one general story or whether to 

compile them as separate narratives. The latter course had obvious advantages of simplicity 
and of convenience ; for the record of a single battalion forms a continuous story, whose limits, 
if narrow, are at least easy to define. On the other hand the circumstances of the last war were 
unusual. As will be seen from the book, separate battalions of the Regiment often met in the field 
and sometimes even exchanged positions. On more than one occasion two of our battalions fought 
side by side. In two instances no less than ten battalions of the Regiment were engaged in the 
same series of operations. Separate records for each battalion would have meant repetition of 
details and much cross-reference. 

Two other considerations weighed down the scale in favour of one general story. A separate 
narrative for each battalion would have entailed duplication of maps and appendices ; but there 
was another and a still stronger motive. It was felt that the record should fay emphasis on the fact 
that all the battalions were part of one Regiment, that all contributed to each other’s fame, and have 
gained honour by their association. The glory won by individual Worcestershire battalions at 
Gheluvelt and at Neuve Chapelle, in Gallipoli and at Baghdad is shared nowadays by all the surviving 
battalions of the Regiment. 

Again, during the war officers and men were transferred frequently between battalions— 
indeed few stayed throughout with their original unit. Many Territorials gained honour with the 
Regular battalions, the Territorial battalions were at times commanded by Regular officers, and many 
of the bravest deeds of both Regular and Territorial officers and men form part of the record of the 
“Service ’’ battalions. 

After due consideration it was felt that the weight of argument was in favour of one general 
story, and it is in that form that this record has been compiled. The disadvantage of the method 
is that the narrative of each battalion is necessarily broken to fit the general story. To minimize 
this disadvantage, the number of the battalion concerned has been printed in the margin of the 
pages which deal with its deeds. It is hoped that by this means the reader will easily be able to 
follow the record of each individual unit. 


T= compilation of this record of the Worcestershire Regiment in the Great War has entailed 


A brief explanation is necessary as to the method by which this record has been compiled. 
The basis of the account of each fight is to be found in the official War Diaries. Throughout the 
years 1914-19 each unit and formation in the British Army kept day by day a War Diary in which 
all important facts and events were entered—or should have been entered. Those Diaries are now 
preserved in the care of the Historical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defence, and it is from 
those Diaries that the initial narrative of the work of the battalions has been compiled. 

The narrative in the War Diaries is necessarily bald and official in tone. The writers of 
the War Diaries seldom had time or space to record in detail the many gallant deeds which redeem 
the record of slaughter. Such of those deeds as were rewarded by the grant of a decoration are, 
however, to be found detailed in the official ‘ submissions’ for decorations now preserved in the 
Record Office, and official accounts of many of those brave actions were published in the contem- 
porary ‘London Gazette.’ The second part of the work, therefore, consisted in the collection 
of these official ‘ chits’ for decorations. These ‘ chits’ were collated with the general account and 
in most cases were worked into the text. 

The third stage of the work was the checking and correcting of the account by individual 
survivors of the various engagements. Unlike the majority of historical works these records of the 
last war concern intimately many hundreds of living officers and men. Some such process of personal 
Tevision was therefore essential. 


Each of those three stages through which the work had to pass before completion had its own 
peculiar difficulties. 

The War Diaries of battalions were compiled in many cases in the stress of battle. The 
narratives they contain are often defective and more often incomplete. To form a clear idea of any 
given operation it is necessary to study not only the Battalion Diary but also the Diary of the Brigade 
and the Division in which the battalion was operating at the time. The collation of these separate 
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accounts is not always easy—sometimes they are contradictory ; at other times it is only from the 
Brigade or Divisional Diary that light can be thrown on obscure or missing portions of the battalion 
narrative (*). 

Similar difficulties arose with regard to the second part of the work, the study of the official 
‘ submissions ’ for Decorations. The official Record Office have carefully filed these ‘ submissions,’ 
but in spite of all their care some of the ‘submissions ’ are missing and some others are possibly 
concealed under wrong headings. The great majority of the decorations awarded to officers and men 
of the Regiment have been traced and will be found recorded in the Appendix ; but possibly there 
are still some which have been omitted. A resumé of the official account of the deed for which a 
decoration was awarded has been worked into the text of the book in most cases, but not in all ; 
for the ‘‘ chits ” issued with the V.C’s. and with most of the D.S.O’s., M.C’s. and D.C.M’s. were 
published in the ‘“‘ London Gazette,” but no account was published of the brave deeds which won the 
Military Medal and some of the other decorations. In these latter cases it has only been possible to 
include such episodes as were specially mentioned in the Battalion Diaries. 

The question of personal revision of the account has presented formidable difficulties. The 
initial idea was that the account of each action should be “ vetted ” by a responsible eyewitness. 
But in practice it has been found impossible to hold rigidly to thisscheme. The complexity of modern 
battles is such that in many cases an eyewitness could only survey a small portion of the field. In 
one early battle in which only one battalion of the Regiment was concerned the several companies of 
the battalion were so separated that over a dozen survivors have had to be consulted before even 
a moderately correct narrative could be evolved. In too many cases the ideal witnesses are dead or 
are not available. The’search for others has not been easy, but the compiler has to acknowledge 
much assistance from many willing helpers. In some cases very useful information has been obtained 
from quite unexpected sources. 


The opportunities for research and for personal revision have been limited by considerations 
of time and space. Some six years have been filled by the work of compilation and revision ; and 
that time of preparation might have been further extended in the endeavour to secure greater 
accuracy. As it stands the record is too long and too detailed for many tastes; but the detail 
included is only a part of what might have been inserted. 

In truth the most difficult problem has been that of compression. Nearly every paragraph 
in this book might be expanded to a page ; nearly every page might form the basis of a chapter. 
Of necessity the compiler has had to omit much which he would willingly have included. Only a few 
incidents have been recorded in any great detail—for example such deeds as won the Victoria Cross. 

From the point of view of the general reader it would doubtless have been preferable to have 
produced a shorter book, concentrating on such episodes and omitting, for example, the detail of 
long periods of trench warfare ; but such omissions would have been contrary to the spirit in which 
this work has been planned. Each minor action, each trench raid during the five years of war meant 
the death of many of those whom this memorial commemorates. For their relatives and for many 
of their comrades those minor actions were of supreme importance ; and it is very unlikely that 
such minor engagements will ever be recorded in the compressed official histories. Lest they should 
be forgotten, it has been considered necessary to record them here ; and it is believed that all the 
fights of the twelve battalions have here at least some brief record. 

In spite of the necessary brevity, we have tried to make clear the course of events in each 
engagement; but here a word of warning is needed ; for in one respect at least even the clearest 
subsequent narrative of a battle is apt to be misleading. Compressed little accounts of fights such 
as are to be found in this book give perhaps too definite an outline to battles which to those who took 
part in them were a disordered series of disconnected events, to be remembered afterwards almost 
as vaguely as adream. The fighting soldier was generally clear enough as to the immediate object 
of his attack or defence ; but as to the general plan, the ultimate object or the events on either flank 
his knowledge was usually scant indeed ; and no written words can adequately convey to those who 
have not known it the nerve-racking tumult and strain of a modern battle—a strain which leaves 
men after a hard fight almost oblivious of what they have done, so that often those who have seen 
most can describe least. 

Consequently it has been very difficult to ensure accuracy even as to the sequence of events 
in certain engagements. In all probability there are still many errors, but we think it best to submit 
the work, imperfect though it may be, to the test of publication, in the hope that effective criticism 
will thus be obtained. It is hoped that those readers who find the course of events incorrectly 
detailed will write and point out the error—which will be corrected firstly in the Regimental Magazine 
and later, perhaps, in a future edition of this book. 


(*) For instance in the case of one Battalion there is no Battalion Diary existing at al] for three months of heavy and 
critical fighting. The account of the operation of that Battalion has had to be worked out from the Brigade 
and Divisional Diaries. 
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A few words are needed as to the relation of this work to the Official History of the War. 
The ideal would be that a regimental record such as this should be simply an expansion of those 
paragraphs of the Official History which refer to the operations in which our Battalions were engaged. 
In our case it has only been possible partially to attain that ideal ; for the immense labour of the 
Official History will not be completed for many years to come. By the kindness of the authorities 
concerned, the compiler has been enabled to collate his work with those sections of the Official 
History which have already been completed ; and the accuracy of the chapters dealing with the 
operations of 1914-15 and with the campaigns in Mesopotamia has thereby been ensured ; but in 
regard to the other compaigns of the War the compiler has been compelled to rely on his own 
researches and on the extant unofficial works. Consequently some of the chapters, notably that 
dealing with the early operations in Gallipoli, are not so definite in detail as might be wished. Further, 
it has been felt unnecessary to recount in detail the strategic outline of the operations of the early 
years of the War, which are fully described in the Official History ; but the course of events in 1918 
is as yet only imperfectly known to the general public, and so in the later chapters of this book we 
have given some short summaries of the decisions of the opposing commanders and of the results 
of the battles. 

Otherwise we have carefully refrained from giving any unnecessary detail of technical matters 
such as actual operation orders or map-references ; and only in a few instances have we quoted the 
many congratulatory messages received by our battalions in the course of their four years of active 
service. 


Certain details of the plan of this book require explanation. Firstly as to maps and plans. 

An account of military operations is seldom intelligible unless adequately provided with plans. 
On the other hand it was obvious that a sufficient number of accurate plans to illustrate all the engage- 
ments here recorded could not be provided without much research and considerable expense. But 
the conditions in this case are peculiar. The purpose of this book is essentially to provide a memorial 
to our dead ; and the ideal to which we have worked in fulfilling that purpose is to enable the ground 
on which they fell to be recognised by such as wish to find it— in other words, that our maps should 
clearly indicate the ground over which each battalion fought in each engagement. That elaborate 
series of plans has increased the size of the book ; but for two reasons it has been considered here to 
be necessary. Firstly, the circumstances of the war and of the battlegrounds are unprecedented. 
The battlegrounds of France are within forty-eight hours journey of our homes, and one or other 
of those battlegrounds is of vital interest to the relatives and descendants of each of the nine 
thousand soldiers of the Regiment who gave their lives. Secondly, unless an exact record of the 
Regiment’s battlegrounds is made in this work it is unlikely to be made elsewhere. The official 
histories must of necessity take too broad a view to be intimately concerned with the location of 
individual battalions: So the plans in this book are designed to illustrate the part played by the 
several battalions of the Regiment in their battles and to enable a visitor to the battlefields to 
recognise the ground on which each fight took place, as much as to make clear the general course 
of those engagements. 


For illustrations this book depends largely on contemporary photographs, some from the 
Imperial War Museum, others from private cameras ; but these photographs, although invaluable, 
do not supply sufficient illustration for the history of a Regiment of the Line. Of necessity most 
of the photographs were taken at a distance from the actual battlefront—that narrow zone in which 
men fought with bullet, bayonet and bomb. To convey a truthful impression of such struggles 
neither written word nor printed photograph have any real power. The only effective method 
of recording the realities of the fighting line is by the hand of a gifted artist who has himself been 
intimately acquainted with the conditions of battle. With this object in view we have secured the 
collaboration of Captain Gilbert Holiday, who has reconstructed with accuracy and brilliance certain 
of the more notable scenes recorded in this book, especially of those deeds which won the Victoria 
Cross for our officers and men. We are aware that this method of historical research is not likely 
to win the unqualified approval of real historians ; but Captain Holiday has expended the utmost 
care on the arrangement and on the details of these pictures; the results have been carefully considered 
and approved by the survivors of the events depicted ; and we believe that as historical documents 
the pictures are as valuable as any written words. 

Equally accurate and typical are the four drawings by “ Snaffles’”’ (Mr. C. H. Payne), whose 
Sapa gift of the original of his well-known drawing “ Wipers ”’ has been greatly appreciated by the 

Regiment. 
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The ranks of officers and n.c.o’s. have provided some problems ; for the systems of ‘temporary ” 
and ‘acting’ rank used during the War resulted in many anomalies. It was, for example, not 
impossible for a comparatively junior officer to be at one and the same time a substantive Captain, 
a temporary Major and an acting Lieutenant-Colonel. Sometimes a temporary appointment only 
lasted a few weeks ; in other cases an ‘ acting ’ rank was held for years on end, so that the officer 
was familiar to all who served with him by that title. In some cases Regular officers have since 
reverted to lower grades, but more frequently the highest rank which was held in France has been 
confirmed to officers on their retirement. One source of difficulty has been the fact that officers and 
n.c.o’s. who gained decorations were often referred to by one rank in the Battalion Diary and by 
another in the subsequent “ London Gazette.” 

In this matter it has proved impossible to be consistent, while to have attempted meticulous 
accuracy in the innumerable instances of, say, “‘ 2nd Lieutenant (temp. Captain) ’’ would not only 
have involved much research but would also have added greatly to the number of words in the 
book, with no obvious advantage ; for the contemporary Army Lists are available to supply such 
detail in case of need. So for the most part we have mentioned officers and n.c.o’s. simply by the 
rank which would have been familiar to their comrades at the time ; except in a few cases such as 
Regular officers who commanded battalions as Lieutenant-Colonels during the War but have since 
become even better known to the Regiment by their permanent ranks of Major or Captain. In 
such cases there are some obvious anomalies ; but one general rule has been observed : those who 
gave their lives will be found described by their highest, their permanent, rank. 


In addition, it must be said that in one or two cases the place-names in the book show a 
slightly different spelling to those cf the Official History—for instance in the case of Bellewaerde ; 
because the map illustrating that engagement was made before the Official History was published, 
using the original report of the Battles Nomenclature Committee, whose ruling in that case has 
since been reversed. A deliberate departure has been made in the case of Spanbroekmolen, which 
has been rendered “‘ Spanbroek Mill,” as being more intelligible for a fight in which the Mill itself 
was a tactical feature. Minor technical points are the use of the term “‘ gun-fire’”’ in the popular 
(and naval) instead of in the strict military sense, and of one or two unorthodox abbreviations, such 
as ‘‘ Qmr.”’ for Quartermaster—an earlier form than that at present authorised. 

One noteworthy detail is that of the designation of the Regiment. Nearly every Regiment 
in the Army has some definite preference with regard to the name by which it is known—one may 
say ‘‘ The Grenadiers ’’ for the Grenadier Guards but one should use ‘“‘ The Coldstream,” and not a 
plural form, for that latter famous regiment. Our own Regiment is equally marked in its prejudice ; 
and, although most people outside probably speak of ‘‘ the Worcesters,” the Regiment has always 
preferred the more formal designation of the full name of the County and in the singular—for in 
truth there is only one Worcestershire ; and just as in the past our ancestors would have spoken of 
our Regiment as ‘‘ The Twenty-Ninth,” so throughout this book we have spoken of our Regiment as 
“The Worcestershire.” 

In some cases lack of space has prevented us from saying as much as we should have wished 
as to the help and co-operation given to our battalions by other regiments. In no instance did our 
battalions fight alone, and such successes as fell to their lot could never have been achieved without 
aid from flanking units or from the supporting artillery. If that help is not in every case recorded 
in written words we hope that it will always be understood to be implied. Our pride in our own 
Regiment is not based upon ignorance of others’ worth. 

Similarly we have carefully refrained from any words which might appear to belittle our 
German antagonists. No one who fought against them will wish to deny their valour and their 
efficiency as suldiers. On several occasions recorded in this book our officers and men paid willing 
tribute to the chivalry of their enemies ; and we have particularly to thank our brave opponents 
at Gheluvelt, the 242nd (Royal Saxon) Reserve Infantry Regiment, for their courtesy in enabling us 
to reproduce the photographs which appeared in their own Regimental History of the Chateau and 
the Church of the village after the battle. Of their own accord they have kindly lent us the blocks 
of those photographs to assist our reproduction—an instance of co-operation between former enemies 
which is perhaps unique. 


As to the text itself there is one feature especially open to criticism which the compiler feels 
moved to justify—namely, the large number of footnotes containing lists of casualties, details of 
billets, stages of marches and so on. Those details will be of but minor interest to the new generation, 
but we feel that to those who served in the fighting battalions the facts as set down possess a certain 
value. For the mere sight of a name once familiar may recall memories otherwise forgotten. The 
mention of a wounded subaltern may remind those who knew him of some episode here unrecorded. 
“ Billets at Bully Grenay ’’ may bring back a memory of kindly hospitality. The detail of the route 
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“by Talmas to Doullens ”’ may remind some others of the bare uplands of Picardy, with a long 
marching column winding over the hills beneath grey skies. Ten long years have dimmed our 
recollection, but we feel that the old names will be welcomed for the memories they recall. 


It remains to thank the many friends and helpers whose aid has made it possible to compile 
this record. First and foremost our thanks are due to Brigadier-General Sir J. E. Edmonds C.B., 
C.M.G. and his able Staff of the Historical Section, Committee of Imperial Defence, in whose charge 
are all the War Diaries and similar records of the war. From General Edmonds himself the compiler 
has received great kindness and encouragement, and his staff have done all possible to help. 
Particularly we wish to thank Major A. F. Becke for his help and advice as to the maps, Major F. W. 
Tomlinson for valuable suggestions regarding the publishing of the book, Captain W. Miles for 
his assistance in the Gallipoli chapter and for his prompt provision of all needed literature, and 
last but not least, Mr. E. A. Dixon and his able assistant Mr. A. W. Tarsey for their constant and 
unwearying help in searching out the diaries and manuscript documents. Our demands on their 
patience have been severe, but their patience has proved inexhaustible. 

A kindred branch, the Record Office at Isleworth, have likewise been most kind in their assist- 
ance, answering promptly all our requests for aid; and the Librarian’s staff of the Royal United 
Service Institution have given us every help in our researches. We have to thank Major H. G. 
Parkyn O.B.E., formerly Librarian of that Institution and now Librarian of the Staff College, for 
constant assistance, especially in regard to the Appendix on the Badges of the Regiment. 

The former chief of the Historical Section, Mr. C. T. Atkinson, M.A. of Exeter College, Oxford, 
has shown himself a true friend in reading and criticising the Chapters in proof form ; and we have 
to thank him for many valuable amendments and suggestions. 

We owe a great debt to Mr. Lawrence Binyon, M.A., whose wonderful poem “ For the Fallen ”’ 
is reproduced, by his own special permission, as the concluding page of our ‘‘ Roll of Honour ” ; 
also to that eminent sculptor Mr. C. S. Jagger, M.C., who has freely given his old Regiment permission 
to reproduce one of the finest fu his works. 


The accurate compilation of this book would have been impossible without the detailed 
labour of copying and checking the lists of decorations and lists of casualties and of comparing 
the names in the text with the official records and Army Lists which has been so nobly undertaken 
and so carefully carried through by Mrs. E. C. F. Wodehouse O.B.E. Her work has been invaluable— 
no effort has been too great for her to make, no trouble too much to take over the mass of detail 
involved. She has most assuredly deserved the warm thanks of the whole Regiment. 

Many of the sketch maps have been drawn by Captain C. F. G. Crawford, and several others 
of the maps and plans are based upon his designs : also Major J. H. Pelly has given valuable assistance 
with the maps of the Aisne fighting in 1918 ; but the greater number of the maps in the book have 
been drawn by Mr. S. C. Malin of the Staff College drawing staff, by kind permission of the authorities 
of the College. The compiler wishes to express his gratitude to the Commandant of the Staff College, 
Major-General C. W. Gwynn, C.B.,C.M.G., D.S.O., and to the Adjutant, Major C. Parvin M.C., not 
only for their kindness in allowing him to make use of the services of Mr. Malin, but also for all the 
assistance and the facilities of accommodation for work and research which have enabled him to 
continue this work while at the College. 

The collection and arrangement of the photographs for the book has been no easy task. Much 
time and trouble have been expended on that work, firstly by Colonel W. R. Chichester, O.B.E. 
and afterwards by Lieut.-Colonel A. C. Johnston, D.S.O., M.C., and we have to thank many officers 
and others who have kindly lent us photographs for reproduction—especially Colonel Johnston 
himself and also Lieut.-Colonel F. M. Tomkinson, D.S.O., Lieut.-Colonel W. F. O. Faviell, D.S.O., 
Major S. A. Gabb, O.B.E., M.C., Major T. J. Edwards and Captain P. A. Leicester. 

To the Vice-Chairman of the County Committee, Major J. M. Reddie, C.B., D.L., and 
to the Honorary Secretary, Mr. C. H. Bird, Clerk of the Peace, the compiler owes much gratitude 
for their patience and their kindness in meeting his many demands for assistance, and to the 
President of the Committee, Major-General D, E. Cayley, C.B., C.M.G., for constant encourage- 
ment and help. 

The big task of the compilation of the Index has been carried out with care and speed by 
Captain G. S. Oxburgh M.B.E. and Mr. C. V. Owen, of the Historical Section, Committee of Imperial 
Defence. Also our thanks are due to Mr. A. Ockey and the clerical staff employed by the 
County Committee. Mr. H. Vincent and Mr. N. Grundy have done much laborious work, especially 
in regard to the custody of the many documents lent for the history. 
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That latter task has by no means been simple, for very many officers and their relatives have 
kindly lent diaries or letters, often of the greatest personal value. These personal documents have 
been most useful. Even when not actually quoted in the text, they have served to amplify or 
to elucidate the narrative compiled from other sources. Without them the compiler would have been 
sadly in need of material from the Regimental side ; for but little has been published hitherto by 
those who served with our fighting battalions. Apart from Mr. Corbett’s vivid and entertaining 
“War Story of the 1/8th Battalion’ and the published diary of Captain H. M. Adams, M.C. 
(“ A War Diary, 1916-1918,” Ebenezer Baylis & Son, 1922), the only other printed works emanating 
from the Regiment are two small pamphlets on the fight at Gheluvelt, the larger pamphlet on the 
1/8th Battalion (War Narratives Publishing Company, 1919) and a similar sketch of the actions of 
the 144th Brigade. In consequence of that deficiency of published works the documents lent have 
proved Sega and we have every reason for gratitude to the many friends who have thus helped 
our work. 

Lastly we have to thank the many officers and n.c.o’s. who have given their aid, either by 
personally describing their fights or by reading and criticizing the chapters dealing with the operations 
of the various battalions during the five years of the War. 


H. FitzM. STacke 
Captain. 
The Staff College, 
Camberley, 


January, 1928. 
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Note as to the Maps and Plans 


Most of the maps in this book illustrating the operations in France and Flanders 
are based on tracings from the original squared maps used in the field, but the squaring 
and all unnecessary details have been omitted. In nearly all these maps we have 
used a uniform system of zig-zag (“indented”) lines to indicate enemy trenches and 
square-cut (“embattled”) lines to indicate our own trenches. Consequently in the 
case of the large-scale plans these lines do not quite follow the exact ‘‘ trace” of the 
trench ; but we belicve that they will be found to be accurate enough to enable the site 
of the respective trenches to be recognized on the ground. 


In the small-scale maps illustrating the greater series of operations we have made 
use, in several instances, of the information as to successive lines on different dates 
which has been published in the maps of the Official History of the War and of Sir 
Douglas Haig’s Despatches, by kind permission of Brigadicr-General Sir Ff. E. 
Edmonds, C.B., C.M.G. and Major A. F. Becke in the case of the Official History 
and of Lieut. Colonel F. H. Boraston, C.B., C.M.G. and Messrs. Dent and Sons, 
the publishers, in the case of Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatches. 


xvii, 


Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS 


Dedication Soa yy ee Re eG aie Va deer Beads 
FoREWORD by FIELD-MARSHAL SiR CLaup Jacos, G.C.B., K.C.S.I., K.C.M.G. 
Preface LY) yu Ge, Pettey (PR Pine he 
Note as to the ees and Plans Site of ea Bae “ees 
Introduction—The Years before the War (19031914) eer eee 
Note on the organization of the Army in 1914 _..... 
Chapter I. Monsand the Aisne... 000, see atts 
Il. Flanders, 1914 © eee ee con 
III. The County at War ue arte tg Gerth Agents 
IV. The Spring of 1915. ..... te Oe Rae ty 
V. Gallipoli—The First Phase. sees it 
VI. Gallipoli—The Second Phase : Lee Na 
VII. The Autumn Offensive of 1915 ce css, Be SRS 
VIII. Macedonia, 1915-16 Fn 
IX. Mesopotamia—The Tigris ney 1916 ae dis 
X. The Spring of 1916 in Flanders and Artois Pod 
XI. The Somme, 1916... ie ph yes a 
XII. The Conquest of Baghdad oe ot cant 
XIII. Macedonia, 1917 ; sd ite Daan! 
XIV. France and Flanders, 1917 : ee os 
XV. The Great German Offensive he tee pant 
XVI. The German Offensives—Continued .. __..... 
XVII. Spring and Summer in Italy, 1918 ue ee see 
XVIII. Persia and the Caspian Se Rekha a ee ee 
XIX. The Summer of 1918 and the Advance to a victory Pe 
XX. The Victory inthe Balkans ...  __..... nt 
XXI. The VictoryinItaly __.... Soe SERS, “Vax 
XXII. The Victory in France and Flanders __..... (eee: 
XXIII. Aftermath nn Rh then 


Appendix I. Honoursand Rewards ww, ete tee 
II. Badges, Colours and Distinctions of the Regiment on 

III. Decision as to the re-numbering of Battalions ... __..... 

IV. The Regimental Marches ot he Woo Te 

INDEX 4 8h Gag cs (Pere Ve ae gyrattng are: 


Battalions of the Renee 1914-19, ae 
Row oF HONOUR ee 


116 


152 
161 
216 


MAPS AND 


Title. 


The Concentration and the Retreat from 
Mons (first stage) — - - 
Battle of Mons (August 24th) — - 
Caudry, August 26th, 1914 - - 
The Retreat from Mons (second stage) 
The Retreat from Mons (last stage) and 
the Advance to the Aisne - 
Passage of the Petit Morin - - 
Battle of the Aisne, 1914 = - 
Operations of the 3rd _ Battalion, 
October, 1914 - - 
Battles of Ypres, 1914 - - 
Polygon Wood, 1914 — 
Gheluvelt, 31st October, 1914 
Ploegsteert Wood, 7th November, 1914 
Neuve Chapelle, Winter 1914-15 - 
Battle of Neuve Chapelle (I) —- - 
Battle of Neuve Chapelle (II) - - 
Spanbroek Mill, 12th March, 1915 - 
Battle of Aubers Ridge - 
Battle of Festubert (northern section) 
Bellewaerde Ridge, 16th June, 1915 -- 
The Landing at Cape Helles - = 
First Battle of Krithia - ~ 
Second Battle of Krithia - - 
Third Battle of Krithia - - 
Krithia, June—August, 1915 — - 
Battle of Sari Bair (1) - = 
Battle of Sari Bair (II) - - 
Battle of Sari Bair (IIL) - - 
Suvla - - 
Flanders and Artois 1915-16 - - 
Battle of Loos (I) - - - 
Battle of Loos (II)  - - - 
Bois Grenier ~ - - - 
Southern Macedonia —- - - 
Doiran 1916 — - - - 
Mesopotamia — - - 
Operations around Kut, 1916 - = 
Bait Isa - - 
Crater fighting on Vimy Ridge, April— 
May, 1916 - 
The Auchy Raid - - - 
Picardy 1916 - - - 
Beaumont Hamel - = 
Deployment for the Battle of Albert ~ 
Operations before Thiepval (1) - 
La Boisselle and Ovillers - - 
Contalmaison — - - - 
Operations around Bazentin (I) - 
Operations around Bazentin (II) - 
Operations around Bazentin (III) - 
Operations before Thiepval (II) - 
Delville Wood, 20th August, ile - 
The Ancre Valley - = 
Battle of Le Transloy - - 
Operations around Le Sars - - 
The Somme Valley, Winter 1916-17 — 
Operations around Kut, Winter 1916-17 
The Hai Salient, 25th January, 1917 - 
Pursuit to Baghdad (first stage) - 
Battle of Doiran 1917 (I) - - 
Battle of Doiran 1917 (II) - - 
The Clery Raid = = ee 
Action of Bouchavesnes - - 
Advance to the Hindenburg Line - 


62a Operations around Nesle - - 


63. 
B64 


Operations before St. Quentin — - 
Operations around Epehy, 1917 - 


} 


Facing Page 


101 


135 
139 
141 
143 
147 


155 
160 
161 
163 


165 


169 
173 
179 


185 


189 
199 
201 
207 
213 
217 
219 


230 
237 


241 
243 
245 
247 


xX. 


PLANS 


Title. Facing Page 

Battles of Arras 1917 - = - 253 

Monchy-le-Preux, April, 1917 — - 255 

Battle of Arleux, 29th April, Agly - } 259 

The Croisilles Valley —- =. 

Battle of Messines - - - 265 

Operations beyond Oosttaverne - } 269 

Battles of Ypres 1917 - - - 

Deployment for Ypres, 1917 - = 

Attack of 8th Division, 31st Octobe, } 273 
1917 - - - - 

Capture of Westhoek = - 276 

Battle of Langemarck, 1917. - - 279 

Battle of the Menin Road (I) - - } 287 

Battle of the Menin Road (II) - - 

Battle of Poelcappelle - - 293 

Passchendaele, Winter 1917-18 - 301 

The Vimy Trenches — = = 303 

Battle of Cambrai 1917 (I) - - } 307 

Battle of Cambrai 1917 (II) - - 

The Great German Offensive - - 321 

Battle of St. Quentin, 21st March, 1918— 323 

Battle of Bapaume (I) — - - 327 

Battle of Bapaume (II) - - 333 

Pargny, 23rd March 1918 - 

Operations of the 8th Division, 25th-31st 337 
March 1918, and action of Villers 
Bretonneux - - - 

Operations around Ham - - 341 

Battles of the Lys (I) — - - 347 

Messines 1918 - - 349 

Battles of the Lys (I) - - 353 

- Defence of Neuve Eglise - - 355 

The Aisne Country - - - 368 

Battle of the Aisne 1918 (I) — - 371 

Battle of the Aisne 1918 (II) —- - 377 

Northern Italy - - - 385 

Operations on the Asiago Plateau - 389 

North-Western Persia &c. - - 395 

The Baku Peninsula — - - } 397 

Defence of Baku - - 

The Advance in the Lys V. alley - 409 

Picardy and the Hindenburg Line, 
August—October 1918 - 415 

Action of Shepherd’s Redoubt - 423 

Operations by the Vardar = - 420B 

The Advance across the Belashitza  - } 431 

The Advance into Bulgaria - - 

Operations around Epehy, September 
1918 - 439 

Battle of Beaurevoir ‘and the Pursuit 
to the Selle - - - 447 

Operations on the Selle - - } 451 

Battle of Ypres 1918 - = i 

The Advance to Douai - - 459 

Battle of Courtrai - - - } 465 

Battle of the Selle (general) = - - 

Battle of the Selle (Southern Area) - 487 

Battle of the Selle (Northern Area) - 469 

Englefontaine - - - 473 

Battle of Valenciennes - - 477 

Capture of Landrecies — - - } 479 

The Pursuit to Mons —- - - 

The Pursuit to Lessines - - 485 

The March to the Rhine (I) - - 489 

The March to the Rhine (II) —- - 490 

Eastern Bulgaria and Constantinople - 499 

The Caucasus - 603 

The Odyssey of the oth Battalion - 509 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


General Sir George Higginson, Colonel of the Regiment 
Field-Marshal Sir Claud Jacob, Colonel of the Regiment 


“ Wipers "" 

“ Retreat " 

Gheluvelt—The Counter Attack 

Gheluvelt 

Neuve Chapelle 

Lieut.-Colonel Wodehouse 

The Landing in Gallipoli 

Lieutenant James in the trenches before Krithia 
Private Turrall at the storming of La Boisselle 
Lieutenant Bennett in the Battle of Le Transloy 
“The Long Road to Baghdad ” 

Private Dancox in the Battle of Poelcappelle 
Major Roberts in the counter-attack at Pargny 
“The Last Line of Defence ”” 

Captain Crowe at Neuve Eglise 

“The Rampart ” 

Colonel Grogan in the Retreat from the Aisne 
The Battle of the Piave 

“ The Bomber, 1918’" 

Petition of the Ist Battalion 


Artist. 


Olive Edis 
Oswald Birley 
‘* Snaffles "’ 

“ Snaffles ” 
Gilbert Holiday 
A. C. Beadle 
Gilbert Holiday 
John Grey 
Gilbert Holiday 
Gilbert Holiday 
Gilbert Holiday 
Gilbert Holiday 
“* Snaffies ”” 
Gilbert Holiday 
Gilbert Holiday 
Gilbert Holiday 
Gilbert Holiday 
C. S. Jagger 
Gilbert Holiday 
Gilbert Holiday 
“ Snaffles ” 


PAGES OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


The Retreat from Mons - - 4 
Gheluvelt - - - - 36 
The County at War - - - 46 
The First Winter (Ist Battalion) - 52 
The 3rd Battalion in June 1915 - 74 
Gallipoli (I) - = = - 82 
Gallipoli (II) - - - - 106 
Summer and Autumn, 1915 - - 122 
The 11th Battalion in Macedonia, 1916 136 
The Tigris Campaign, 1916 - - 144 
The Summer of 1916 — - - 166 
Contalmaison and Bazentin - - 174 
La Boisselle and Ovillers - - 176 
Thiepval - - - - 187 
Le Transloy - - - - 202 
Mesopotamia, 1917 - - - 220 
Macedonia, 1917 - - - 232 
The Spring of 1917. ~ - - 248 


xt, 


The Battles of Arras - - 
The Battle of Messines - 
Ypres 1917 (I) - - = 
Ypres 1917 (11) = 7 
The Battle of Cambrai - 
Winter at Ypres - - 
March 1918 - - - 
Neuve Eglise — - = 
The Lys Battles - - 
Battle of the Aisne 1918 - 
Italy 1918 - - - 
The Defence of Baku - - 
The Advance to Victory 7 
Macedonia 1918 os ey 
The Victory in Italy -—- - 
The retaking of Gheluvelt, 1918 
The Advance to the Rhine = 
The Star Badge - - 
The Lion Badge - - 


Page 


Frontispiece 


ix. 


256 
268 
274 
284 
312 
316 
334 
358 
360 
374 
386 
400 
421 
428 
437 
455 
488 
550 
560 


Digitized by Google 


INTRODUCTION. 


The Years Before The War. 


N the British Army each marching Regiment of the Line consists of a varying number of individual 

| Battalions, more or less independent but linked together by their regimental title, by the 

fact that their officers, n.c.o’s. and men are on the same lists and are interchangeable, and by 
their mutual allegiance to the distinguished officer who is the Colonel of the Regiment. 


At the beginning of the present century each Regiment of the Line comprised Battalions 
of three different types: Regular Battalions of professional soldiers enlisted for service overseas, 
Militia Battalions—the old County Militia—enlisting men for six months training, and Volunteer 
Battalions—the successors of the patriots of 1859—with no definite obligation but freely enrolled 
to guard the Homeland against invasion. Those three types of unit had originally been formed as 
parts of three independent military forces; and it was not until the Cardwell re-organisation of 
1881 that the Regular, Militia and Volunteer Battalions of each County had been linked together 
as units of one combined County Regiment. 

The Regiments and Battalions of which an Army is composed may perhaps be likened to so 
many weapons in the armoury of their country—weapons which may be sharpened or allowed to rust, 
broken or put to good use. Obviously the simile is not exact, but for our present purpose it is 
convenient. Following that simile, we may say that it is beyond the scope of this volume to tell how 
the two keen weapons which are now the Ist and 2nd Battalions of our Regiment were forged in 
the days of King William and Queen Anne from the rough metal of the English and Irish country- 
folk, how they were hammered into shape during Marlborough’s wars, were tempered by alternate 
victory and defeat during the Eighteenth Century, were tested in the forests of the West Indies and 
the scorching plains of Hindostan, and were proved true steel in the hands of Wellington during the 
Peninsular War ; how afterwards they rusted through the long peace, were used again in the Sikh 
Wars and the Indian Mutiny, and were reconditioned in the military revival at the end of the last 
century. That long and stirring history is beyond our present purpose. In this Introduction we 
intend only to refer briefly to the events of the years which immediately preceded the Great War 
and to some of the leaders who trained the Battalions of our Regiment during these years—the 
years in which the Battalions absorbed the lessons learnt during the campaign in South Africa, and 
in so doing acquired the efficiency and fighting value—that keen edge to the good steel—which let 
them prove their worth in the ordeal of 1914. 


.- *¢ £ © £ &£ © # & & e * 


The South African War was the first real test of the British Army as reconstituted by the 
Cardwell reforms of the ‘eighties, and even that long trial was a test of organization and of tactical 
methods rather than of the fighting qualities of the battalions. But the defects revealed by the 
campaign caused searching enquiries, and in the years that followed the war in South Africa the 
training of the British Army was greatly improved. 
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In May 1902 the Boer leaders signed the Treaty of Vereeniging. The firing died down across 
the veldt, the Commandos dispersed to their homesteads, and the forces of the British Empire were 
set free to resume the routine of peace. The actual dispersal of the British forces took many months, 
and great numbers of troops were kept in the country until peaceful conditions had been restored. 

The auxiliary forces of the Empire were sent home before the Regular troops were moved ; 
and the first unit of the Worcestershire Regiment to leave the theatre of war was the 6th (Militia) 
Battalion (a). The Militiamen sailed for home in September 1902, and the Battalion was sesbedien 
at Worcester. In the following year the Ist Battalion of the Regiment left South Africa for Ireland, 


(a) That Battalion—originally the 2nd Battalion of the old Worcestershire Militia—had been known from 1881 to 
1900 as the 4th Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment. The 3rd and 4th (Militia) Battalions were renumbered 
5th and 6th in 1900 when the new Regular Battalions were raised (see below). 
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where they were first quartered at Templemore. Later still, in the winter of 1904 (a), the 2nd 
Battalion went eastward over the seas to resume their long tour of foreign service. The Battalion 
went to Ceylon where, under the able command of Colonel E. C. Ingouville-Williams D.S.O., the 2nd 
Worcestershire passed two pleasant years. 


The Boer war had resulted in the addition to the Regiment of two new Regular battalions. 
The struggle had taxed to the utmost the military resources of Great Britain, and nearly every 
existing Regular unit in the country had been sent overseas. Many countries in Europe had shown 
unmistakeable sympathy with the Boer Republics, and fear of European complications led to an 
increase of the forces at home. It was decided to raise additional Regular battalions, and that 
those additional battalions should be formed by such Regiments as had populous recruiting areas. 
Consequent on that decision, several Regiments of the Line were ordered to raise third and fourth 
battalions ; and the Worcestershire Regiment was among those selected for that increase of estab- 
lishment. 

The two new Battalions of the Regiment were formed at Aldershot (b) in February 1900. 
After some eighteen months of preliminary work and training, the 4th Worcestershire were selected 
to go overseas to the Bermudas, where the Battalion (c) was employed in guarding Boer prisoners. 
There the 4th Worcestershire received their Colours from the hands of the Governor, Sir Henry Geary. 
Later, the Battalion moved to the West Indies and was split up in detachments at Jamaica, St. Lucia 
and Barbadoes until the end of 1905, when the British garrison was withdrawn from those islands 
and the 4th Worcestershire (d) were carried back across the Atlantic and down the Straits to Malta. 

Meanwhile the 3rd Battalion (e) had moved from Aldershot to Tipperary in the Spring of 
1902. The actions of the South African War, fought mostly at long ranges in open country, had 
emphasised the necessity for good shooting. The wave of military reform which followed the 
reverses in South Africa had placed a premium on marksmanship, and the 3rd Worcestershire were 
fortunate in comprising many expert shots. Already, thanks to the energy and enthusiasm of 
Lieut-Colonel M. V. Hilton and Major E. A. D'Arcy Thomas (f) the new Battalion had acquired a 
high reputation and had laid the foundations of a remarkable proficiency in musketry. In 1902 
‘“H”’ Company won the inter-regimental Company Match. In the following year the Battalion 
carried off the Queen Victoria Cup—the ‘ blue ribbon’ of rifle shooting—and also the Whitehead Cup— 
successes in which a great part was played by the skill of Lieutenant and Quartermaster A. Whitty. 
The same standard was maintained by the winning of the Queen Victoria Cup again in 1904. 

In the winter of 1904/1905 the 3rd Worcestershire returned to Aldershot. There they should 
have replaced another battalion, ordered to Jersey. For political reasons the latter move was 
cancelled, and consequently there were no barracks available for the young Battalion. As a result 
the companies were split up and were quartered with various other regiments in the Wellington 
Lines ; but even that disadvantage did not greatly affect the efficiency of the Battalion. For the 
third year in succession the 3rd Worcestershire won the Queen Victoria Cup, together with other 
shooting trophies. Eventually other units moved off, and the Battalion was then quartered in 
Mandora Barracks. 


Meanwhile the Ist Battalion had been soldiering in Ireland, commanded first by the redoubtable 
Colonel J. H. S. Gibb, D.S.O., then by the late Lieutenant Colonel H. de B. Hovell, D.S.O.—a 
remarkable soldier whose versatile eccentricity has inspired countless legends in the Regiment—and 
afterwards by the late Colonel W. D. Holland, C.B., D.S.O., most beloved of leaders, who played a 
great part in building up the efficiency and the happy spirit of the Battalion. The influence of 
those three outstanding personalities and of three notable Adjutants, Captain L. M. Stevens, Captain 
W. J. Dugan and Lieutenant J. G. Smyth-Osbourne, brought the old Twenty-Ninth to a high state 
of efficiency both on the parade ground and in the field (g). 


(a) The Battalion embarked at Durban on October 22nd 1904 and disembarked at Colombo on November 5th. Colonel 
Ingouville-Williams had assumed command on March 3rd of that year. 

(b) Both the new Battalions were at first quartered together at Blenheim Barracks, North Camp. 

(c) Commanded by Colonel A. G. Chesney, with Capt. H. A. Fulton as Adjutant, and Lieut. J. J. Ryder as Quartermaster, 

(d) Then commanded by Lieut-Colonel C. M. Edwards. 

(e) Commanded by Lieut-Col. M. V. Hilton, with Capt. J. M. Reddie as Adjutant, and Licut. A. Whitty as Quarter- 
master. Early in May 1903 the Battalion was presented with its first Colours at Tipperary by the Duke of 
Connaught, then C. in C. in Ireland. 

(f) Major D'Arcy Thomas, the first second-in command and later the second Commanding Officer of the new Battalion, 
had previously been a celebrated Adjutant of the Ist Battalion, holding that appointment continuously for 
six years and gaining a great reputation. The efficiency and subsequent success of the 3rd Battalion were 
due in no small measure to his outstanding personality. 

(g) In 1912 the Ist Worcestershire was acknowledged the best-shooting battalion of the whole Army at home. At that 
period the qualification for ‘‘ marksman ”’ in the annual course was a score of 130 points. In that year the 
Battalion average was over 127, while C”’ Company, commanded by Captain G. M. C. Davidge averaged 
131. In the following year the Battalion was similarly the best-shooting unit in Egypt. 
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THE YEARS BEFORE THE WAR. 


Field training at home had changed its character since the days before the South African War. 
That campaign had demonstrated, only too clearly, many deficiencies in the principles and the 
practice of our service, and the new leaders who had graduated in that hard school were keen to raise 
the standard of efficiency. Training methods were revised and altered, new training manuals appeared 
in increasing numbers, and the Army set to work busily to apply the lessons learnt to the conditions 
of future war. Units were trained and were tested with a thoroughness unknown before, and many 
experiments were made to bring their equipment up to date. 

In harmony with the new ideas of ‘ practical soldiering’ the dress of the Army was radically 
changed. Before 1900 the wearing of khaki had been confined to troops serving abroad, and the field 
kit of home service Battalions had still been a red coat—the loose fitting ‘‘ red serge’’ jacket. But 
the war had demonstrated the range and the accuracy of modern firearms and the need for a less 
conspicuous field uniform. The reaction against the old military stiffness was carried to an extreme, 
and although the old varied and decorative uniforms of the British Army were retained for parade, 
they were replaced for work in the field by the severe simplicity of the present service dress. 


The change in dress accompanied wide changes in organisation. During the years which 
followed the South African War several schemes of ‘ Army Reform’ were launched in rapid suc- 
cession ; and ‘“‘ Army Corps,” phantom or otherwise, were organised on paper, reorganised and later 
dissolved. Successive schemes and experiments continued until 1906/1907, when the movement 
for reform finally bore fruit in the measures by which Lord Haldane framed our new military system. 
The forces of the country were reorganised into three main groups—the forces overseas, the Ex- 
peditionary Force and the Territorial Force, the latter being enlisted for home defence and formed 
on the cadre of the old Yeomanry and Volunteers. 

Originally it was intended that the Militia battalions—the old ‘ Constitutional Force ’— 
should be included in the organisation for Home Defence ; but other counsels prevailed, and the 
Militia units were reorganised as a ‘‘ Special Reserve’ to the Expeditionary Force, training men 
for six months to fill the ranks of the Regular battalions in the event of war. 

Responsibility for home defence was entrusted to the new Territorial Force, which was 
organised into permanent Brigades and Divisions on the pattern of the Regular Army, so as to 
provide a force able to take the field against an invasion. That recognition of the value of the 
Volunteer units was marked by a new designation, and the two Volunteer Battalions of the County 
were entitled the 7th and 8th Battalions of the Worcestershire Regiment. Orders were given that 
the renumbered Territorial Battalions were in future to wear the same uniform and badges and to 
carry the same Colours (a) as the Regular Battalions. 


The Territorial Force was to be administered by newly-created County Associations, organized 
in each county under the presidency of the Lord Lieutenant and charged with the clothing, payment 
and maintenance of their county units. These Associations, like the units themselves, were voluntary 
pon of patriotic citizens, and their creation was one of the more notable features of Lord Haldane’s 
plan. 

The Territorial Association of Worcestershire was formed under the guidance of the Earl of 
Coventry, Lord Lieutenant of the County. From the beginning the Association was fortunate in its 
members (0), and the administration of the County forces was soon running on sound lines. 

Thus was forged a link more definite than any which had existed previously between the 
County and the Regiment. A formal connection between Worcestershire and the Regular Army 
had dated from 1781, when the Line battalions were allotted County titles as well as their Regimental 
numbers and our old Ist Battalion was designated the 29th (Worcestershire) Regiment. In 1881 
a more definite association had begun when Regulars, Militia and Volunteers had been combined as 
The Worcestershire Regiment. But it so happened that the Battalions of the Regiment did not 
take part in any campaign from 1881 until 1900 ; and the part played by the Regiment in the South 
African War, although useful and creditable, had not included any notable engagement to give lustre 
to the new title. The Regiment, despite its high reputation in the Army, remained almost unknown 
to the general public ; and until the formation of the Territorial Association it may truly be said 
that the County as a whole knew but little of the Regiment which bore its name. After the creation 
of the County Association a closer sympathy was established, which was to grow steadily into the 
strong mutual pride of the present day. 


(a) But it was not until after the Great War that the Territorial Battalions displayed on their Colours the Regimental 
Battle Honours. 

(b) Among the early members of the Worcestershire Territorial Association, besides the principal officers of the two 
Territorial battalions, we may note Colonel Sir Richard Temple Bt. C.1.E., Lt.-Colonel H. Howard, Colonel 
Viscount Cobham, Colonel The Earl of Plymouth, Mr. E. S. Albright, J.P., Mr. T. R. Bayliss J.P., Major 
F. Checketts, Major S. J. Tombs and Colonel Sir Harry Vernon. 

The first Secretary of the Association was Captain A. B. Crabbe of the Worcestershire Yeomanry, who was 
followed in 1912 by Major J. M. Reddie of the Regiment. 
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While the Volunteers and Yeomanry were being re-made into the Territorial Force the Regular 
troops at home were reorganised as an ‘‘ Expeditionary Force” of six divisions, complete with 
cavalry and all the necessary ancillary units for service overseas. That systematic reorganisation 
entailed the raising of certain new units, and to counterbalance that additional expense it was 
decided to disband certain battalions of the Line. The new Battalions raised during the South 
African War were the obvious ones to be disbanded ; it was decided, however, that in order to 
complete the symmetrical number of 74 Battalions at home and a similar number abroad, five of 
the Regiments which in 1906 possessed third and fourth Battalions should retain that double 
establishment. The two old Rifle Corps (the 60th Rifles and the Rifle Brigade) were retained at 
full strength ; and for the rest it was decided to keep the extra battalions of three other selected 
regiments—the two regiments recruited in London (the Royal Fusiliers and the Middlesex) and of 
the Worcestershire Regiment (a). 


While the Army at home was in the throes of reorganisation, the Battalions overseas were 
continuing their routine of foreign service. Throughout the years 1905/1906 the 2nd Battalion 
remained in Ceylon, building up a high standard of efficiency under the able command of Colonel 
Ingouville-Williams. The Battalion was quartered in Colombo, moving to camp at Diyatalawa (6) 
among the hills for training and musketry. Ceylon was a pleasant station, and there were many 
regrets when in 1906 it was decided to withdraw the British battalion from the garrison ; and late 
in December(c) the Battalion moved by sea to Bombay, en route to Ahmednagar; where on October 
10th, 1907 the 2nd Worcestershire were given new Colours by the Viceroy, The Earl of Minto (d). 

Soldiering in India was no longer the easy-going routine of the former century. The South 
African War had demonstrated to the Army in India as much as to the Staff at home the need for 
more modern methods of training ; and the advent of Lord Kitchener as Commander-in-Chief was 
followed by a period of sweeping reforms. The training of all units was standardised and improved, 
and the severe ‘‘ Kitchener Test ”’ was instituted as a criterion of efficiency (e). In December 1907 
the 2nd Worcestershire carried out the ‘‘ Kitchener Test ” and gained high praise (f). Next month 
the Battalion marched to Poona for training and took part in Divisional Manoeuvres. In March 
1908 Colonel E. C. Ingouville-Williams completed his command and left the Battalion (g). To his 
fine work was due in no small degree the high efficiency which distinguished the Battalion thence- 
forward and which brought the 2nd Worcestershire into the field in 1914 as a fighting unit second 
to none in the army. The spirit fostered on the training grounds of Ceylon and India bore fruit six 
years later on the critical day of Gheluvelt. 


Meanwhile the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment had also seen service overseas. In 1907 
threatened trouble with native tribes in South Africa had called for an increase in the British forces ; 
and the 3rd Worcestershire, then acknowledged to be the best-shooting battalion in Great Britain (x), 
were selected to proceed as reinforcements. Leaving Aldershot in November the Battalion (+) 
embarked at Southampton and three weeks later landed at Capetown. But the threatened danger 
did not materialise, and after an uneventful year at Wynberg the 3rd Worcestershire returned to 
England. The move had not affected their prowess in musketry, and they were still conspicuous 
for good shooting during the years which followed (j). After two years at Dover, the Battalion 
moved to Tidworth in 1911 (k) and took their place in the 7th Brigade as part of the 3rd Division. 


(a) The motive for that selection of our Regiment to retain its 3rd and 4th Battalions, in preference to several other 
regiments, has been attributed both to the excellent recruiting statistics of the Regiment at that time, and 
also to the great musketry reputation of the 3rd Battalion. 

(6) Where the Battalion by their own effort greatly improved the existing conditions. Among other notable efforts 
was the construction of a football ground by cutting away a hill-side and filling up a swamp—a work entirely 
carried out by the labour of the officers and men of the Battalion. 

(c) The Battalion embarked at Colombo 16th December ; disembarked Bombay 19th December ; arrived Ahmednagar 
21st December 1906. 

(d) The old Colours (which had been presented by H.R.H. The Prince of Wales in Aldershot in 1894) were laid up in 
Worcester Cathedral on the 22nd August 1913, after the return of the Battalion to England. 

(e) The “ Kitchener Test ” consisted of a long forced march in full kit by the whole battalion, followed by an attack 
practice. 

(f) The General Officer Commanding the 6th Division stating that the Battalion ‘‘ fully maintained the high reputation 
of the Regiment and have justified the good opinion the G.O.C. has formed of them.”” 

(g) Colonel Ingouville-Williams was succeeded by Lieutenant-Colonel H. de B. Hovell, D.S.O., transferred from the 
Ist Battalion. In November 1909 the Battalion changed station, moving from Ahmednagar to Jhnasi. 

(4) In 1906/7 the Battalion, then commanded by Lieut.-Col. D'Arcy Thomas, had been greatly distinguished in the 
Evelyn Wood competition (marching and shooting) not only finding the winning company but also having all 
the eight companies of the Battalion placed among the first sixteen of the whole Aldershot Command. 

(i) Temporarily under the Second-in-Command, Major W. R. Chichester. Lieut.-Col. G. T. Peacocke took over command 
later, at Wynberg. 

(j) Winning in 1909 the W hitehead Cup ; in 1913 the Queen Victoria Cup (for the third time) and in 1914 the Robert’s 
Cup, and the Queen Victoria Cup once more, for the fourth time. 

(k) In 1912 the command passed to Lt.-Col. B. F. B. Stuart. 
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The 4th Battalion had spent three strenuous years in Malta under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel C. M. Edwards and had then moved (1909) east of Suez to India; where the Battalion, 
then commanded by Colonel G. W. Lewis, was stationed at Bareilly. 


At home the Expeditionary Force improved year by year in quality as the organisation 
evolved in 1906-7 was perfected. The staff of the Army had been reorganised after the South 
African War (a) and a spirit of keenness and efficiency spread throughout the Service. Systematic 
training of Brigades and Divisions was soon continuous, and the Regimental officers and men became 
accustomed to spending the summer months under canvas, busy on musketry and field training. 

While the efficiency of the Battalions in field work was increased, there was no neglect of the 
traditional foundation of discipline and steady drill on which that efficiency was based. The Regiment 
became known for its smartness on parade as much as for its success on the ranges, and in 1908 the 
Ist Battalion was selected to carry out the ceremony of the Trooping of the Colour for the King’s 
Birthday in the Court of Dublin Castle. 

Other notable occasions followed. In the May of 1910 King Edward VIIth died, and in 
June of the following year his son was crowned King as George Vth. The Ist Battalion, 
then at Parkhurst in the Isle of Wight, were among the troops brought to London and encamped 
in Hyde Park for the ceremony of the Coronation. 

Then came a new departure in the history of the British Empire ; for it was decided that the 
ceremony in London by which the King was crowned as Head of the English peoples should be 
followed by a like ceremony in India; and in the November of 1911 the accession of the King- 
Emperor and his Consort was proclaimed in his presence at the great Durbar which inaugurated the 
new capital at Delhi. Simultaneous proclamations were made throughout India. Owing to local 
conditions,the troops at Jhansi were not moved, and the 2nd Battalion took part in a durbar held 
at that station ; but the 4th Battalion from Bareilly were included in the force which assembled at 
Delhi itself—the most powerful body of troops ever seen in India. That was destined to be the last 
occasion on which the Army in India was to stage a great parade in the old-time glories of full dress, 
and the 4th Worcestershire made a brave show—closed ranks of scarlet, white and gold glittering 
against the dull green of the flanking battalion of Gurkhas, as the massed Brigades tramped past the 
saluting base before their King. 


In February 1912 Lieut.-Colonel A. F. Sillem took over command of the 4th Worcestershire, 
and in the spring of 1914 the Battalion moved from Bareilly (b) by rail to Calcutta and thence by 
sea to Burma, where the companies found pleasant quarters in Meiktila and Thayetmyo. 


In the trooping season of 1912/1913 the Ist and 2nd Battalions exchanged roles, the 2nd 
Battalion coming home from India and the Ist Battalion proceeding overseas. The old Twenty- 
Ninth embarked at Southampton on the transport “‘ Dongola ” and were carried eastward to Egypt. 
Early in February the Battalion disembarked ; and the tattered Colours which had seen the 
battles of the Sikh Wars were borne proudly through the streets of Alexandria to barracks at Mustapha. 
A few weeks later the transport ‘‘Rewa’’ entered the Suez Canal carrying the 2nd Battalion homeward 
from Karachi ; and many representatives of the Ist Worcestershire went over to Port Said to greet 
the sister Battalion. Afterwards the lst Worcestershire passed two pleasant years in Egypt—years 
of which the most notable events of military importance included minor riots at Alexandria, the 
organisation and training of successive Camel Corps troops at the Central School in Cairo, and the 
manoeuvres of the little British Army of Occupation in heat and dust across the desert near the 
Pyramids. Besides those events, the tour in Egypt was notable for much hospitality at Alexandria 
to the visiting warships of many nations(c), and for the great interest taken in the Battalion by 
Lord Kitchener who made it clear that he had not forgotten that his father had been an officer in 
the old Twenty-Ninth. 


After the greetings at Port Said the transport ‘“‘ Rewa’”’ continued her voyage home, and on 
March 5th 1913 the 2nd Worcestershire landed at Southampton, after a tour of foreign service which 
had lasted more than seventeen years. With Lieutenant Colonel C. B. Westmacott as Commanding 
Officer and Lieutenant B. C. Senhouse Clarke as Adjutant, the Battalion settled down to hard work 


(a) Noteworthy in those reforms were the initiation of the ‘ General Staff’ in 1904 and the new spirit infused into the 
Staff College by two notable Commandants, Sir Henry Wilson and Sir Wiliam Robertson. Among the 
officers of the Regiment who graduated at the Staff College between 1904 and 1914 may be noted Major 
G. J. Farmar, Major A. D. Green, Major H. E. Gogarty, Captain G. E. Lea, Captain W. A. Simpson, Captain 

.. M.R. Walsh, and Captain F. P. Dunlop. 

(6) Where the Battalion had been stationed for seven years. 

(c) Including the French and British Mediterranean fleets, an Italian squadron under the Duke of Abruzzi, sundry 
Austrian warships and the (subsequently) famous German ‘‘ Goeben.”’ 
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at Aldershot in the 5th Brigade as part of the 2nd Division. The Aldershot Command was then held 
by General Sir Douglas Haig, and under the orders of that great soldier all ranks were perfected in their 
training for war. It was widely known that the European situation was dangerous. In 1911 the 
Moroccan crisis had brought danger of war, and the following years saw no abatement of that menace. 
Both Germany and France were passing new laws of Military service, were increasing their forces 
and improving their organisation. In this country there was no general belief in the certainty of war 
and no great preparation was attempted, but to many the danger was evident and the little Regular 
Army worked hard to perfect its preparation against the possible emergency. 


It was not only the Regular soldiers who were on the alert. The new Territorial units were 
busy in work to make themselves fit to take on their duty of home defence. An outstanding feature 
of the Haldane reforms had been the grouping of the Territorial Units in proper military organisation, 
and the two Territorial Battalions of Worcestershire now formed part of the new “ South Midland 
Division.” That Division assembled for its training in camp during successive years, each time 
increasing the efficiency of the units and the cohesion of the whole fighting organization. Many 
difficulties were overcome, much discomfort was cheerfully borne, and the Territorial soldiers during 
those years of training earned the subsequent gratitude of the country they were destined to defend. 

In great part the efficiency of the two Worcestershire Territorial battalions was due to a 
succession of keen Commanding Officers. At the time of the Haldane reorganization, the command 
of the 7th Worcestershire was held by Colonel E. V. V. Wheeler and that of the 8th Worcestershire 
by Lieut. Colonel M. Dixon. On those two officers devolved the task of building anew the re-formed 
battalions. The success or failure of Lord Haldane’s scheme depended on transferring to the new 
Territorial units the enthusiastic support previously given to the freer organization of the Volunteers ; 
and it is no small tribute to the personality of the two Commanding Officers that the great majority 
of those who were formerly enrolled in the two Volunteer Corps undertook forthwith the more 
definite responsibilities of enlistment in the Territorial battalions. 

Of necessity the efficiency of the two Worcestershire battalions was influenced by their 
Regular Adjutants, and here again the two battalions were fortunate. In 1906 the Adjutancy of the 
7th Battalion was held by Captain C. H. Palmer, one of the most efficient and hard working soldiers 
of the Regiment, and in the following year Captain H. A. Fulton, on completing his time as Adjutant 
of the 4th Battalion overseas, took over the Adjutancy of the 8th Battalion at Worcester. 

In the years that followed the two Territorial battalions were no less fortunate in their Com- 
manding Officers and Adjutants. In 1910 the command of the 7th Battalion passed to Lieut. 
Colonel J. W. Garratt, V.D. The Adjutancy of the Battalion had been taken over in 1909 by Captain 
C. Richardson, who was succeeded in 1912 by Captain G. M. C. Davidge. During those same years 
the 8th Battalion was building up an ever-growing efficiency under Lieut. Colonel W. K. Peake, who 
succeeded to the command in March, 1911. In April 1914 the Adjutancy of the Battalion was taken 
over by Captain P. R. Whalley. 


At the same time the old Militia, renamed the ‘‘ Special Reserve,’ were playing their part 
in the organization of the national defences. The Haldane reforms had resulted in the Militia 
battalions quitting their original role of home defence and becoming reserves to the Regular Army. 
The alteration might possibly have proved unwelcome, but the spirit of the officers and n.c.o’s. of 
the two Militia battalions carried the change through with great success ; and nearly all the original 
staff of the old battalions stayed on to help in building up the new force. Notable good work was 
done by the two Commanding Officers at the time of the change—Colonel S. A. Stephenson- 
Fetherstonhaugh, who had taken command of the 5th Battalion in 1905, and Colonel H. E. E. 
Everard, who crowned his years of work as historian of the Regiment by devoted labour in adapting 
the old organization to the new requirements. 

In that work the two Commanding Officers were assisted by able Adjutants—Captain J. F. S. 
Winnington in the 5th Battalion and Captain D. C. H. Chishokn in the 6th Battalion—and by a 
small nucleus of Regular officers and N.C.O’s. who formed the permanent staff of the two battalions 
at the Regimental Depot and were responsible for the training of the ‘‘ Special Reserve ” recruits. 
It was due to their work that, when the need came, the soldiers of the Special Reserve were fit to 
fill the depleted ranks of the Regular battalions. 

In 1909 the command of the 6th Battalion passed to Lieut. Colonel A. G. Steward, and in the 
following year Captain E. B. Hankey became Adjutant of the 5th Battalion. In 1911 the command 
of the 6th Battalion was taken over by Lieut. Colonel F. D. W. Lea-Smith, afterwards Lord Dudley, 
and the Adjutancy by Captain A. S. Nesbitt. Two years later Colonel Stephenson-Fetherstonhaugh 
was succeeded in the command of the 5th Battalion by Lieut. Colonel W. S. Brindle. So matters 

- stood until the spring of 1914, when the Adjutancy of the 6th Battalion was taken over by Captain 
W. L. Newcombe, and that of the 5th Battalion by Captain L. M. Stevens. 
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THE OUTBREAK OF WAR. 


The work of the Special Reserve battalions was continous. Recruits came into the Depot 
to be trained for six months side by side with the recruits for the Regular battalions, and each summer 
the Reserve battalions were assembled for an annual training in camp. Those camps were held, 
for the most part, at localities selected by the General Staff as likely stations for the Reserve battalions 
in case of war; thus the 5th Battalion camped in 1912 at Tregantle and in 1913 at Felixstowe— 
their two principal stations in the War years which followed ; but in the summer of 1914 the 5th 
Battalion camped, by special permission of the Earl of Coventry, under the trees of Croome Park ; 
and the last occasion in which any Battalion of the Regiment was destined to wear the time-honoured 
scarlet of the “‘ Old Army ” on a ceremonial parade was on the morning of August 4th, 1914, when 
the veteran Lord Lieutenant of the County presented new Colours to the senior Battalion of the old 
Worcestershire Militia. 


By that date the situation abroad was known to be critical. On the 28th June a Serbian 
zealot had assassinated the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand. On July 23rd the Austrian 
Government delivered their ultimatum, and on July 29th the Austrian guns opened fire on 
Belgrade. Russia, Germany and France mobilised in quick succession. On August 2nd came the 


Kaiser’s ultimatum to Belgium, and at 4 p.m. on August 4th to every station of the British Army 
was flashed the order for Mobilization. 


The last Church Parade at Aldershot. Captain G. E. Lea (killed in action 
on Sept. 15th) at the head of the 2nd Worcestershire. 


MIX. 


Note on the Organization of the Army in 1914. 


A Battalion at full war strength consisted of approximately one thousand 
fighting men (actually 1,024 of all ranks), commanded by a Lieutenant-Colonel, who 
was assisted by a Second-in-Command (the senior Major), an Adjutant and a Quarter- 
master. The Battalion was subdivided into Battalion Headquarters (which included 
the Battalion Signallers, Transport, Machine-guns, Band and Drums) and four 
Companies. Each Company was commanded by a Captain (or a Major) and consisted 
of some two hundred of all ranks, subdivided into four Platoons. Each Platoon was 
commanded by a Subaltern (Lieutenant or Second-Lieutenant) assisted by a Sergeant, 
and mustered about forty soldiers armed with rifle and bayonet. 


Four Battalions grouped together formed a Brigade, under a Brigadier- 
General. Three Brigades, together with Artillery, Engineers and ancillary troops 
made up a Division—approximately 20,000 of all arms—commanded by a Major- 
General. A group of Divisions (two to four) formed an Army Corps, under a 
Lieutenant-General. The original British Expeditionary Force consisted of two 
such Army Corps. Later in the War, as the Expeditionary Force expanded, the 
several Army Corps were grouped into “ Armies.” At the end of the War the 
British forces in France and Flanders comprised five such “ Armies,” including 
sixteen Army Corps, with a total of fifty Divisions. 
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Chapter I. MONS AND THE AISNE. 


HE order for moblization was received, both at Aldershot and at Tidworth, in the evening 
of August 4th, and during the ensuing week all ranks of the 2nd and the 3rd Worcestershire 
were busily employed in completing their preparations for War. The Battalions had to be 
filled up to war strength by reservists, weapons had to be made ready, equipment and 

ammunition received and issued, stores of all kinds taken into use. Officers and men had to be 
medically inspected and passed fit for service, additional horses had to be received and taken over, 
regimental property had to be placed in safe keeping. 

Most precious of all, the Colours of the two Battalions, the symbols of their history and of 
their loyalty, had to be laid away. They were taken to Worcester by special escorts and handed 
to nated of the Dean and Chapter to be preserved in the Cathedral until the Battalions should 
need them. 


Worcester, when the Colour Parties came, was seething with activity. The Depot at Norton 
was crowded out with reservists and with volunteers for service, who were sleeping all over the 
cricket ground and the adjoining fields. The spirit of the reservists was splendid, and the parties 
of reinforcements entrained to join their Battalions amid scenes of great enthusiasm. 


During the second week in August the mobilization was completed (a). Then for some 
days the Battalions stood fast awaiting orders—-davs of tense excitement and speculation while 
the Reservists were settling down and while everything was in the state of general disorder and 
discomfort which always precedes a move. 


THE CONCENTRATION IN FRANCE. 


No formal alliance had existed befure the War between England and France, but the develop- 
ment of the ‘‘ Entente ” had resulted in certain arrangements for concerted action if the necessity 
should arise. It had been arranged that such troops as might be sent from England to France 
could operate as a more or less independent force ; but no fixed plan had been made before the War, 
and no definite decision was made until August 6th. Then the British Government decided to 
despatch a force of four Divisions and one cavalry Division. Subsequently it was decided that 
this force should be concentrated in the area south-west of the frontier fortress of Maubeuge, on the 
left or northern flank of the long French battle-line. 


The movement of the British Expeditionary Force to France began on August 9th and was 
aes with such secrecy and efficiency that for several days the move remained unknown to 
the enemy. 

The 2nd and the 3rd Worcestershire both received their orders on August 12th. Early 
on the morning of August 13th the 2nd Battalion marched down to the Government siding at 
Aldershot and entrained. The two trains which carried the Battalion left Aldershot at 7 a.m. 
and 8 a.m. respectively and three hours later arrived at Southampton Docks. The two half- 
battalions were embarked on board the transports ‘ Lake Michigan” and “ Herschel.” All the 
test of that day the ships lay in Southampton Docks. Not until after nightfall did the first of the 
two transports shcer off and steam down the quiet Southampton Water, past the darkened lights 
and the patrolling torpedo boats, out into the Channel. (6) 

In the afternoon of the following day (August 14th) the ‘ Lake Michigan ” entered the harbour 
of Boulogne. The half-battalion disembarked and marched through the narrow cobbled streets 
to a prepared rest camp, the ‘“‘ Camp de Marlborough,” on the hill above the town. The British 
troops were enthusiastically received by the populace and by the French Territorial battalions 

_Suardiag the port. 


(a) One minor but important detail must be noted. Every man should have been in possession of two pairs of 
boots. But already it had been decided to form ‘‘ New Armies ” and in view of the shortage of all military 
equipment the second pair of boots were withdrawn from most units of the Expeditionary Force. The 
2nd and 3rd Worcestershire left for France with only one pair of boots per man—a shortage which was to 
have most trying effects. 

(8) The officers who embarked for France with the 2nd Battalion were :—Lt. Colonel C. B. Westmacott, Major 
E. B, Hankey, Captain G. E. Lea, Captain M. R. Carr, Captain C. E. L. Porter, Captain E. L. Bowring, Captain 
R. J. Ford, Captain R. W. Pepys, Lieut. B. C. Senhouse Clarke (Adjutant), Lieut. G. J. L Stoney, Lieut. 
E.C.R. Hudson, Lieut. E. A. Haskett-Smith, Lieut. C. C. Lilley, Lieut. F. E. Myddleton-Gavey, Lievt. 
H. S. Lowe, Lieut. R. E. Vyvyan, Lieut. A. W. Hudson (5th Bn.j, Lieut. F.G. O. Curtler (5¢h Bu.), Lieut. 
c. M. Pope (5th Bn.), 2/Lieut.G. A. Slaughter, 2/Lieut. T. H. Watsor, 2/Licut. F, F. Smythe, 2/Lieut. O, 
C. Guinness, Lieut. and Quarterma ]. Batchelor, and R.S.M. C. H. Ralston; also Captain R. H. Nolan. 
(R.A.M,C., attached). Other ranks 977, including 48 sergeants. In addition, the following officers of the 
Kegiment went out vith the Staff of the original Expeditionary Force :—Major G. J. Farmar, Major A. D. 
Green, D.S.O., and Captain F. P. Dunlop. 
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THE CONCENTRATION IN FRANCE. Avg. 1914 


Three hours later the “' Herschel ” likewise came into Boulogne, and the second half-battalion 
joined the leading companies. 

All next day the Battalion lay in the camp on the hill amid constant bustle and stir of troops 
arriving. In the evening the lines of the Battalion were visited by Field-Marshal Sir John French 
and by the French Commander-in-Chief, General Joffre. 

Close on midnight (August 15th/16th) the Battalion paraded and marched down to sidings 
near Boulogne Station, where they entrained and were carried eastwards to the concentration areas. 


Meanwhile the 3rd Battalion also had moved across the Channel. The Battalion left Tidworth 
a few hours before the 2nd Battalion had left Aldershot, and arrived at Southampton at 7 a.m. on 
August 13th; but it was not till early on the following day that the S.S. ‘‘ Bosnian ”’ sailed. («) 

Before dawn on August 15th the “ Bosnian’ cast anchor off Havre. The great roadstead 
was filled with crowded transports ; and owing to the state of the tide it was not until the following 
day that it was possible for the troopship to go on to its eventual destination, Rouen. At 1-30 p.m. 
on August 16th the ‘‘ Bosnian ” stood on her way up the Seine. 

Few river voyages are more impressive than that up the Scine, with its vistas of rolling forests 
and picturesque Norman villages. The inhabitants on the banks cheered the troops, and excitement 
on board ran high. At 9 p.m. the Battalion disembarked on the broad quays of Rouen, where 
they passed the night billeted in a long shed next to the ship. Early next morning the 3rd Worcester- 
shire marched through the streets of Rouen to the station and entrained for the front. 


+ + ee ee ee me ee 


The five days which followed were very trying for both Battalions. The weather was hot. 
Officers and men became accustomed to long periods of travelling in sluggish jolting troop trains, 
to sleeping anywhere they could lay their heads, and to apparently needless marching and counter- 
marching, which tired the men and wore out both their tempers and the soles of their boots. 


From Aulnoye, where they detrained on August 16th, and were billeted in some cement works, 
the 3rd Battalion marched on the next day seven miles to Marbaix. Thence on August 20th, the 
Battalion tramped some seven miles to Dompierre, from there to Avesnes, where they were received 
by an enthusiastic populace, and then back to Dompierre. Next day eighteen miles were covered, 
through Maubeuge to Feignies, and then on August 22nd eleven miles more to Ciply. 


The 2nd Battalion, in the 2nd Division, did not experience quite so strenuous a time. After 
a crawling train journcy from Boulogne through Amiens and Arras to Wassigny, the Battalion 
marched six miles to Lesquielles St. Germain. The troops rcached their destination long after 
dark, August 16th, but never theless met with a most cordial reception from the inhabitants on whom 
they were billeted. 

More fortunate than the 3rd Battalion, the 2nd Battalion stayed in their billets during four 
days, which were crammed full of training, inspections, and practice marches. It was hot, very 
nee iy the troops, while daily getting fitter, probably did not then fully appreciate the benefit 
conferred. 

Early on August 21st the 2nd Worcestershire marched via Etreux to La Groise. There for 
the first time the Battalion had to find outposts—on the bridge at Catillon over the River Sambre. 

Next morning (22nd) the 2nd Division marched from La Groise by way of Landrecics to 
Pont-sur-Sambre. There the troops rested and bathed—the last chance thcy were to have of either 
luxury for many a long day. 

At 1 a.m. on August 23rd the Battalion was roused and assembled in the dark, only to spend 
a long hour waiting in the road while other troops got into position. Before dawn, the Division 
moved off, crossed the Belgian frontier and marched through Malplaquet. They arrived at Bougnies 
shortly after midday and heard for the first time the distant thunder of guns. 


(a) The officers who embarked for France with the 3rd Battalion were :—Lt. Colonel B. F. B. Stuart, Major W. R. 
Chichester, Major H. D, Milward, Captain E. A. A. deSalis D.S.O., C: in L.C. Dorman, Captain H. R. Eliott, 
Captain C. C. Messervy, Captain C. V. Beresford (Adjutant), Captaia T. H. Hughes, Captain E. 1. D. Brownell, 
Licut. R. F. Traill, Lieut, H. J. G. Gilmour, Lieut. J. T. Goff, Lieut. C. Henry, Lieut. W. A, Underhill, 
Lieut. S. A. Gabb, Licut. M. E. L. W. Clarke, 2/Lieut. C. C. Harrison, 2/Lieut. S. A. Goldsmid, 2/Licut. P. 
D. Harding, 2/Lieut. R. H. M. Lee, 2/Lieut. F. B. Harvey, 2/Licut. I. T. Pritchard (S.R.), 2/Lieut. 
L. F. Urwick, (S.R.), 2/Lieut. C. S. Morice (S.R.), 2.Lieut. C. Tyson (S.R.). Captain and Quarter- 
master A. Whitty, and R.S. >. Hodgkinson. Captain P. S. Stewart (R.A.Mq.C. attached), Other ranks 987, 
and 61 horses. In addition, Lieut. A. C. Johnston of the Battalion embarked with 7th Brigade Headquarters, 
as Brigade Signalling Otlicer, and Lieut. C. Deakin also went out with Headquarters of the 9th Brigade. 
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Avg. 1916, THE FIRST BATTLE. 


That ominous sound had been heard by the 3rd Battalion in their billets at Ciply since 
the early hours of the morning of August 23rd, and a German aeroplane had been seen. The 3rd 
Worcestershire waited in their billcts all the morning. By the usual fatality which seems always 
to attend the provision of comforts on service. dinners were cooked and were ready to be eaten 
when sudden orders came to advance. As the troops moved off the first shell seen by the Battalion 
shricked overhead and burst bchind them. Rested indeed but still footsore and now hungry, the 
3rd Worcestershire advanced tuwards Mons. 
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Those preliminary movements of the two Battalions have been detailed at what may seem 
unnecessary length. But without some such account, the full measure of what was accomplished 
in the Retreat which followed can hardly be realised. A tradition inspired by their deeds, has 
grown up around the men of Mons, tending to make them appear an army of supermen in perfect 
training and in the best condition. It is almest forgotten that, although their officers and n.c.o’s. 
were in good training, the majority of the men in the ranks were either young soldiers of less than three 
years service or else reservists who only a fortnight before had been in civil life. For a week 
they had been harassed and deprived of sleep, marched and counter-marched, and they were already 
tired and footsore when they were called on to face an enemy of overpowering strength. How 
the infantry of another and not less famous Army behaved in very similar circumstances may be 
tead grimly recorded in Zola’s ‘‘ Debacle’; but the British Line regiments of 1914 had a mainstay 
which had been denied to the French Line regiments (a) of 1870. In all ranks a keen regimental 
spirit tad been inbred by long years of generous rivalry between the different regiments, by differing 
uaiforms and badges and by separate traditions; and it was that high regimental spirit which 
carried the British battalions through the trying days which followed. 


THE BATTLE OF MONS. 


While the British Expcditionary Force had been concentrating in the area around Mons, 
the oncoming German armies had been advancing rapidly westward through Belgium towards the 
French frontier. Already the defending Belgian army had been forced to withdraw northwards 
upon the fortifications of Antwerp. The oriyinal intention had been that the British force, 
together with the French Fifth Army, should co-operate with the Belgians; but the German 
advance had dislocated the plans of the Allies, and, as a temporary measure, orders had been issued 
for the British Expeditionary Force to take up a defensive position along the line of the canal which 
tuns eastward from Condé to Mons. Little was known as to the strength or plans of the enemy ; so 
the British position was organised in depth, with strong supporting positions on which the front 
line could fall back if hard pressed. 

That precaution soon proved to have been wisely taken; for it became evident that the 
enemy were about to attack in force. German cavalry had come in contact with the British outposts 
on August 22nd. Early on tne morning of Sunday, August 23rd, German artillery onened fire and, 
by the time that the two Worcestershire battalions came up, the British front line was hotly engaged. 


On the right of the British, the French Fifth Army in its position about Charleroi was already 
sustaining the attacks of the German forces. Between the French left and the right of the British 
was a gap of some seven miles. Then the British Armv was aligned, the Ist Division on the right 
and then in succession the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th Divisions. The arcas allotted to the 2nd and 3rd Divisions 
had overlapped, the latter being in front. A readjustment was in progress (6) and « delay of some 
two hours ensued before the battalions of the ‘2nd Division were ordered forward. As the 2nd 
Worcestershire waited by the roadside, battery after battery of artillery galloped past them and the 
artillery fire in front grew more intense. 


2nd Division Headquart: rs had been cstablished at a cross-roads on the Mons-Maubeuge road 
and about 4.30 p.m. the 5th Brigade were ordered to take up a defensive position in front of that 
Cross roads. The 2nd Battalion dug in across a ficld, on the forward slope of a gentle rise. From 
their potion they could see the shells bursting over Mons. Houses were burning there, and the 
flames lit up the sky as du.k came on. 


ae 


(a) All dress distinctions &c. were swept away from the French regiments at the Revolution, toge her with all 
old regimental titles and privileges, 


(0) Orders had been given for the 2nd Division to relieve the right flank of the 3rd Division. 
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THE BATTLE OF MONS. Aug. 1924. 


While the 5th Brigade had been digging trenches near Bougnies, the 7th Brigade had been 
taking up position near Ciply, some two miles nearer to Mons. The 8rd Worcestershire, after more 
than one change of position (a), entrenched during the afternoon in the broken ground south-west 
of Ciply Railway Station. The other battalions of the 7th Brigade likewise entrenched, the 2nd 
Royal Irish Rifles on the right, the Ist Wiltshire further back in reserve, and the 2nd South Lancashire 
on the left holding the forward slope of the low ridge between Ciply and Frameries. 

The entrenchments of the 7th Brigade formed the second line of the defences held by the 
3rd Division. The front line of the Division was held by the 8th and 9th Brigades, deployed along 
the canal from Mons to Mariette. Further to the left the 5th Division and other troops prolonged 
the line to Condé. 

That long front line was but thinly held. Orders were that in case of attack by superior 
es the British troops defending the canal were to fall back upon the defences of the second 

ne. 


It was nearly dusk before the companies of the 3rd Worcestershire were securely entrenched. 
Their digging had been carried out amid gun-fire from every side ; for British artillery were in 
action to their right, to their left and behind them. Close in front a field battery was firing from 
the rearward slopes of Mount Erebus. Few German shells as yet came near to Ciply, but shell- 
bursts could be seen over and among the houses and slag heaps of Cuesmes. Fires started in all 
directions and crowds of terrified inhabitants came thronging southward along every road and 
track. 

Mingled with the hurrying civilians came straggling wounded soldiers. Rumours of every 
description were passed down the lines. To the right front of the Battalion the fighting grew intense 
during the afternoon round the wooded height of Bois la Haut. Presently came word that our 
troops there were falling back. Germans were reported in Mons and in Hyon. But the ridge 
of Mount Erebus hid them from view and no good target came within range of the rifles of the 3rd 
Worcestershire. 

As darkness fell the British front line was withdrawn. The field-guns on Mount Erebus 
limbered up and moved back to a new position in rear, through the lines of the 3rd Worcestershire. 
To the right of the Battalion the 8th Brigade withdrew from Bois la Haut to Nouvelles. Away to 
the left the 9th Brigade had already been drawn back from the canal into line with the South 
Lancashire on the ridge between Ciply and Frameries (0). 

By 9 p.m. there were no British troops in advance of the 3rd Worcestershire ; and all that 
night the Battalion remained on the alert, ready to meet the attack of the enemy. 


The retirement of the British front line troops on to their supporting second line had, as 
we have seen, been previously planned. In the confusion of battle, however, the brigades on the 
inner flanks of the 3rd and the 5th Divisions retired in rather divergent directions, leaving between 
them a gap in the line about the villages of Paturages and Fiameries. | The enemy had been hard 
hit and did not closely follow the British withdrawal. Nevertheless the existence of that gap in 
the line was dangcrous, and an urgent message was sent for reinforcements to close the breach. 

To meet that emergency, orders were issued for the rescrve brigade of the 2nd Division to 
move at once to the threatened point and reinforce the 3rd Division. The Brigade thus selected 
was the 5th Brigade, which included the 2nd Worcestershire. 

Accordingly, just as the trenches of the 2nd Worcestershire near Bougnies seemed to be 
nearing completion, orders came down the line for the men to stop work and fall in on the road. 
There the position was explained, additional ammunition was issued, and all made ready for attack ; 
then, after the delay inevitable in assembling in the dark, the force moved off, the Worcestershire 
leading, followed by the Oxfordshire Light Infantry and the Highland Light Infantry (c). By that 
time the troops were dog-tired and at every check in the march they promptly fell asleep where they 
stood. The battalions moved through the night down the road with bayonets fixed, the 
officers with their revolvers ready, expecting at any moment to meet the enemy's fire. But when 
Frameries was reached (d) the village was found to be unoccupied. The enemy had not advanced. 


(a) Previously a position further forward had been taken up, including the Station. Local inhabitants had assisted 
in the work until German shells came over, when they disappeared. 

(0) That ridge was shelled by the enemy as dusk came on and the South Lancashire opened fire at long range on 
German scouts near Cuesmes. 

(c) The fourth battalion of the Brigade, the 2/Connaught Rangers, was left to bold_the previous position, 

(d) About lam, 


THE RETREAT FROM MONS 
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(") LT. COLONEL (afterwards Brig. General) C. B. WESTMACOTT, (2) LT. COLONEL (afterwards Brig. General) B. F, B. STUART. 
cmdg. 2nd Battalion Aug.-Sept. 1914. 1914—June 1915, 

(3) MAJOR (afterwards Brig. General) E. B. HANKE . C. ca (OUSE CLARKE (2nd Battn.) 
cmdg. 2nd Battalion Sept.-Dec. 1914. is tha sas killeds By jehe) G ete Gee page 5)- 
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dug, 1914, THE FIGHT AT FRAMERIES. 


Frameries proved to be an ugly mining village with slagheaps and tangled streets. The 
ground north of it was an open slope. There the 2nd Worcestershire deployed, while the two light 
infantry battalions went on further to complete the line from Frameries to Paturages. 

The defensive line selected for the 2nd Worcestershire ran across a wide stubble field. All 
ranks of the Battalion were already tired out, but all worked hard at the entrenchment of the new 
position, and by dint of great efforts the necessary cover was completed just before dawn 
August 24th. 


At the first light the enemy’s attack was renewed. The German guns opened fire, and soon 
shrapnel was bursting all along the British line (a). Presently small bodies of the German infantry 
were seen advancing among the slagheaps and cottages of Flenu and Cuesmes. 

The enemy did not come on very fast. On the previous day they had advanced boldly 
and had suffered severely from the British musketry. They had Iearnt caution and they now 
advanced with circumspection towards the positions of the British battalions. These latter held 
their ground, opening fire at intervals when suitable targets were offered. 

The enemy’s shell-fire caused several casualties among the 2nd Worcestershire. One severely 
wounded man was carricd in to safety by Company-Sergeant-Major A. Mayston (b). Another 
was rescued by two stretcher-bearers of the Battalion, who came up to the bombarded trenches from 
the houses in rear across the open, winning gcneral admiration for their contempt of danger (c). 
The bombardment became even more severe, but the enemy’s infantry remained at a respectful 
distance, and no serious attack had yet developed when, about 8 a.m., came orders to retire. 


Away on the right at Charleroi the French Fifth Army had been driven from its position. 
That information had been communicated to British Gencral Headquarters about midnight (d) 
together with the news that the attacking enemy were stronger than had been supposed. Actually 
against the four British Divisions eight Gcrman Divisions were engaged, of which six were con- 
centrated against the two Divisions of the British IInd Corps (e). Such odds could not indefinitely 
be withstood. To avoid destruction the British force must withdraw, and in the early hours of 
the morning of August 24th orders for that withdrawal were issued. 

The retirement of the 3rd Division, to which the 5th Brigade was now attached, was to be 
carried out in two stages. First the 5th and 9th Brigades were to fall back to a position in more 
open country clear of the villages, then the 7th and 8th Brigades were to conform by falling back 
in their turn. 


The order to retire reached the 2nd Battalion, as we have said, about 8 a.m. Messages 
were sent forward to the trenches that the companies were to retire in succession through Frameries 
village and were to form up south of the houses. In accordance with those orders the companies 
left their trenches and fell back through Frameries. 

As the troops fell back, the wretched inhabiiants of the village poured out of their houses 
ina terror-stricken mob. In the streets all order was lost. Runaway horses and shrieking, sobbing 
women broke up the ranks of the platoons, while the houses around collapsed under the German 
shells. But the Worcestershire lads kept their heads. Orders were shouted to reform on the 
1oad beyond the village, and ofticers and men made their way as best they could through the 
stampede. 

On the road south of the village the companies were halted and reassembled. As if on 
peace training the platoons closed up into column of fours and stood at ease. Rolls were called and 
every man was accounted for. The troops were cool and steady, in spite of the shells bursting 
among the houses close behind. When all was ready the Battalion sloped arms and marched off 
down the rvad, “ exactly as if marching back tu barracks at Aldershot.” ‘ I have always considered,” 
said an officer who saw much fighting afterwards, ‘‘ that this reassembly of the Battalion after 
ee disorder in the streets of Frameries was the finest pussible example of the discipline of the 

Army.’ ”’ 

The Battalion marched back about a mile to the outskirts of Eugies and there took up a 
Position to cover further retirement. The 2nd Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry took up position 
on the left of the Worcestershire, and presently the Ist Lincolns fell back into line on the right flank. 


(2) One of the first shells killed the horse of the Adjutant, Lieut. B. C. Senhouse Clarke. ‘This was actually the first 
loss in the Battalion. 

(6) C.S. M. Mayston was subsequently awarded the D.C.M. The D.C.M. was also awarded to Cpl. R. Baldwin 
and to Pte. J. W. Banner for bravery during the fighting at lramcrics. 

(c) Vouched for by E.L.B. Their names, unfortunately, are as yet unrecorded. 

(¢) See the Official History Vol. 1. Page 84. (e) Official History Vol. I. P. 66, 
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THE BATTLE OF MONS. ug. 1914. 


The withdrawal of the 5th Brigade from Frameries was followed by the withdrawal of the 
7th Brigade from Ciply. There also the dawn had brought a heavy bombardment ; but the 3rd 
Worcestershire were well entrenched and losscs were not heavy. About 6 a.m. German infanury 
advanced to the attack. Large numbers of the enemy swarmed forward over the crest of Mount 
Erebus. The right flank platuons of the 3rd Worcestershire opened fire. Their musketry was 
very effective, and the attack came to a standstill some five hundred yards from the British lines. 
The enemy took cover and opened fire with rifles and machine-guns. 

Further to the left the South Lancashire were even more hotly engaged. The advancing 
enemy worked forward up the deep-cut lanes and railway lines. Gcrman machine-guns were brought 
into action near the left flank of the South Lancashire and raked the defences. 

Hot fighting was in progress all along the line when orders reached Colonel Stuart that the 
7th Brigade was to retire. The order was sent furward to the companies, and platoon after platoon 
the 3rd Worcestershire fell back through the reserve position held by the ist Wiltshire. ‘‘ D ’” 
Company, under Captain E. A. A. de Salis, D.S.O., was ordered to cover the withdrawal, and that 
company held the.r ground until the rest of the Battalion was out of sight. The German shell-fire 
became more severe, and eventually ‘‘ D’’ Company had to withdraw by single sections or half 
platoons to dodge the shell-bursts. The South Lancashire had been ordered to act as rearguard 
to the Brigade, and the Lancashire men held their ground for some minutes longer, suffering heavy 
loss. The 3rd Worcestershire were more fortunate, and the whole Battalion got clear with little 
more than fifty casualties. South of Ciply the companies reassembled, and about midday the 
Battalion marched off through Noirchain to Genly. 

Behind them heavy firing continued for some time; but .he enemy made no attempt at 
immediate pursuit. All ranks of the Battalion were tired after the sleepless night and the nerve 
strain of their baptism of fire ; but all were in good heart and the troops were annoyed rather than 
depressed at the withdrawal. 

At Genly the 7th Brigade reassembled and fresh orders were reccived. The 3rd Division was 
withdrawing to a new defensive line, running east and west through Bavai, whither the Brigade 
was to march forthwith. The march was resumed. On arrival at Bavai a meal was found waiting 
and it was possible to give the iroops a short rest. 

Early in the afternoon came more orders. The enemy had not pursued from the northward, 
but from the troups further west came news that strong forces were closing in round the outer flank 
towards the British line of retreat. Already the flank guard of the 5th Division was hotly engaged 
near Elouges. (b) To support the threatened flank, the Srd Division was ordered to move westward. 
The 7th Brigade marched through St. Waast to Wargnies. Then the Brigade deployed and took 
up an outpost line facing north-west (a2). No cnemy came in sight. Gun-fire to the northward 
continucd until after dark. The night was quiet. 


Meanwhile the 2nd Worccstershire also had moved back. After withdrawing from Frameries 
and Paturagcs the three battalions of the 5th Brigade had reassembled at Eugies. There they 
remained until about 2-36 p.m. when orders came to rejoin the znd Division. The Brigade moved 
off and, after a tiring but uneventful march, reached Bavai about lu p.m. (c). The 2nd Worcester- 
shire bivouacked for the night in an open field, cheered by a hot ineal and a welcome mail from 
home. 


That nigitt important decisions were made. To the southward the French armies were in 
full retreat. To the northward German forces were advancing to cnvelop the British Icfc flank. 
A further retirement was inevitable, but the organisation of the withdrawal was difficult ; for in rear 
of the centre of the British line lay the great Forcst of Mormal, a difficult obstacle for large bodies 
of troops. Consequently it became necessary to divide the British force: the Ist Corps, including 
the Ist and 2nd Divisions, was ordered to retreat down the eastern side of the Forest while the 
IInd Corps, the 3rd and Sth Divisions, was to march southwards along its western edge. Orders 
to that cffect were issued from Headquarters during the evening, but it was not until after midnight 
that the Battalions were told that at dawn they were again to retreat. 


(a) The piquet line of the 3rd Worcestershire was along the line of the road from St. Waast to Wargnies (east of 
Le Plat de Bois) with sentry groups pushed forward to the railway line in front. The outpost line was taken 
over from a cavalry brigade, which moved off to the westward. 

(6) Where the brave Ist Cheshire of the flank guard fought until overwhelmed at 7 p.m. 

(ce) At Lavai the Connaught Rangers rejoined the Brigade. 
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THE RETREAT FROM MONS. 


Dawn of August 25th broke in thick mist, through which the outposts of the 3rd Worcestershire 
strained their eyes for sight of the advancing enemy. In the mist a patrol of Uhlans rode up to the 
outposts of “‘ D ” Company, and two of the German lancers were shot down before they could escape. 

The mist lifted. No further sign appeared of the enemy. The troops lit small fires and 
brewed tea. Orders came that the 7th Brigade would act as rearguard to the 3rd Division in the 
Tetreat southwards. 

For a short time the 3rd Worcestershire held their ground, preparing for defence. About 
8a.m. (a) orders came to retire, and the Battalion moved back across country to a fresh position. 

Then followed a long and trying day of marching. The Brigade moved back from position 
to position, each of which was prepared for defence, held for a short time and then abandoned. 
The companies moved sometimes by roads and sometimes across country. Behind them the enemy 
did not press the pursuit. Away to the westward intermittent gun-fire indicated the advance of 
the enemy’s flanking columns, but nothing (6) was actually seen until Le Quesnoy had been passed. 
Then, from the high ground above the River Ecaillon, cavalry could be seen manoeuvring in the 
far distance beneath a sky flecked with the smoke puffs of bursting shells. Elsewhere the blue 
sky was clear, the sun blazed down and the troops marched in dust and stifling heat. 

The heat lasted until 5 p.m. Then the sky clouded over and a thunderstorm broke over 
the marching troops. Rain fell in sheets as the Brigade neared Solesmes. 

That little town lies in a hollow to which four roads converge. Its narrow streets were 
blocked with country carts and with the guns and transport of retreating troops, both British and 
French (c). To gain time for the clearance of that jam of traffic, the 7th Brigade was ordered to 
take up position. Two battalions (d) halted north of the town. The 3rd Worcestershire were 
sent on to occupy a second line on the heights to the southward (e). There the Battalion halted 
and the companies took what covey they could find under the pouring rain. 

Presently a rattle of distant musketry told that the battalions north of Solesmes were 
engaged with the enemy's vanguard. As the daylight faded away, German guns came into action 
and shells burst over the town; but the attack was not pressed, and after dark the firing ceased. 

The traffic jam in the streets of Solesmes continucd to be serious, and in the darkness many 
of the retreating troops lost direction. Part of the 7th Brigade (f) followed the road which leads 
thence to Le Cateau. The remainder held their ground till about 10 p.m. Then the two battalions 
north of the town were withdrawn. They marched off southwards through Viesly. After they 
had passed the 3rd Worcestershire were ordcred to follow. Chilled and soaked to the skin the 
platoons assembled in the darkness. The rain was still falling heavily as the Battalion marched 
off southwards along the road which leads through Viesly and Bethencourt to Caudry. 


It was nearly midnight when the 3rd Worcestershire entered Caudry. When the troops 
marched in they were somewhat astonished to see shops still lighted and people sitting at the little 
tables of the cafés; but all ranks were too tired for much wonderment. The Battalion came to 
ahalt in an open space at the northern end of the town. There the Battalion transport was parked. 
The companies were told off to billets (g), and the troops were hospitably received by the inhabitants. 

Outposts were established along the line of the inain road north of the town, and it was learned 
that preparations had been made for defence. Positions had been selected in the vicinity and had 
been entrenched by local labour. It was not possible to reconnoitre those positions in the darkness, 
but the colupany commanders were informed, and arrangements were made for local guides to lead 
the companies from their billets to the prepared trenches. As yet nothing was known as to the 


general plan. It was uncertain whether the Brigade was to fight next day or was to continue the 
Tetreat, 


(2) “D” Company under Captain de Salis acted as rear party and did not move until about 10 a.m. By that 
time German advanced troops were in sight, but did not attack. 

() Except hostile aircraft, flying high. 

() For example, the Battalion transport of the 3rd Worcestershire, which had retreated by way of Le Quesnoy and 
Romaries, became jammed in the streets of Solesmes by the transport of the 19th Infantry Brigade retreating 
from St. Python. 

(@) The 2/S. Lancashire and 1/Wiltshire. The 2/R. Irish Rifles had acted as rearguard to the Brigade and did not 
get near Solesmes till after dark. 

(¢) Those heights were already occupied by troops of the 4th Division. 

(f) The R. Irish Rifles, some of the Wiltshire, and most of the transport of the Brigade. 

() In the Rue de Bruxelles. 
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THE RETREAT FROM MONS. Aug. 1914. 


Dispersed in their billets the tired troops slept heavily for some two hours. Then came 
a sudden alarm; an outpost on the main road had observed suspicious movement in front. The 
platoons were roused ; boots and puttics were donned. Still half asleep the troops struggled out of 
their billets and the companies assembled in the darkened streets. 


THE BATTLE OF LE CATEAU. 


The first three days of the fighting had inflicted a severe physical strain on the British t-oops. 
That strain had told most on the battalions of the IInd Corps, which had borne the brunt of the battle 
of Mons ; and after dark on August 25th the Corps Commander, General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien, 
decided that his troops were too exhausted to continue the retreat on the next morning. The only 
alternative was to stand fast and give battle to the pursuing enemy. 

That decision was approved by the British Commander-in-Chief, and in the small hours 
of August 26th orders were given for the IInd Corps to take up a defensive position (a) and prepare 
to fight. 

Z Those orders were issued between 4 and 5 a.m.; but before those orders reached Caudry the 
troops of the 7th Brigade were already in action. 


The 3rd Worcestershire had been roused, as we have told, by an alarm about 2.30 a.m (b). From 
their billets at the northern end of the town the companies were led by guides through the darkness 
to their allotted trenches. “| D’ Company was held back as Battalion Reserve. The other 
three companies were disposed (c) on the north and north-western outskirts of the town. It 
proved difficult to find the trenches in the dark, but eventually the several platuons reached their 
destination. 

The trenches already dug were found to be shallow and weak. The platoons filed into them 
and then sct to work to improve their defences. 

The soil was muddy after the recent thunderstorm. The troops worked for some time with 
their entrenching tovls. No attack had as yet taken place. Presently their digging slackened off 
and the tired soldiers dozed over their rifles. 


With the first grey light of dawn came a sudden bark of field-guns close at hand to the north- 
west. Shells hurtled overhead and burst over the houses. 

The trenches held by “B’’ Company, under Captain L. C. Dorman, had been sited to face 
south-west, apparently in order to command the little valley which runs up to Caudry from Beauvois- 
en-Cambresis. Consequently the enemy’s guns took the company in enfilade. The position 
was puzzling at first, but when the situation was realised “ B’’ Company wheeled back into a new 
position, facing the fire (B2). There again the company was enfiladed, for German machine-guns 
opened fire from Guizette Farm, To avoid that fire ‘* B’’ Company withdrew a few hundred yards 
and found good cover in a sunken road on the outskirts of the houses (B3). 

The spreading daylight revealed German cavalry and guns in the wooded vallcy north of 
Beauvois. The Battalion machine-gun section (d) was ordered up to engage them. But before 
the machine-gunners could come into action, a section of Royal Horse Artillery (e) unlimbered at 
the no thern end of the town and opencd fire. The cnemy’s guns stopped firing and shifted position 
and the German cavalry withdrew to a safer distance. By that time the other two battalions of the 
Tth Brigade had turned out and had occupied positions on the right of the Worcestershire ; but 
all units were intermingled and one company of the Wiltshire, under Captain Studdart of that 
regiment, took up position between “ C" and “ A’ Companies of the Worcestershire. “‘ D’’ Company, 
hitherto in Battalion reserve, was then sent forward by Colonel Stuart, and took up a position close 
to the Wiltshire company. Small parties of the enemy were seen moving at different points along 
the front and several German machine-guns opened fire. The British platoons answered with 
sharp bursts of musketry and presently the enemy’s fire died down. 


(a) Extending from Le Cateau north-west to the outskirts of Cambrai, which was held by French troops. 
‘The details as to the decision to stand and fight are to be found in the Official History, Vol. I. pp. 134-136, 

(b) Apparently the 3rd Worcestershire only were roused at 2.30 a.m. The other diaries of the Brigade gave 4 a.m, 
All timings for the operations on this morning are variously stated in the different olficial accounts and also 
by living witnesses, (c) For dispositions see plan. 

(@ Under Lieut. J. Goff. (e) Two guns of 1” Battery R.H.A. 
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dug. 1914, THE FIGHT AT CAUDRY. 


A lull in the fighting ensued, and the Battalion transport (a), still parked at the northern 
end of the town, set about preparing breakfast for the troops (b). As yet no special orders had been 
received and it was assumed that the retreat would be continued. But before further orders had 
been received a fresh and heavier bombardment began. The enemy had brought up additional 
artillery, and shells burst in rapid succession all over the northern end of the town. 

The line of the main road north of the town afforded an easy ranging mark, and the shelling 
along the road became so severe that presently Captain H. D. E. Elliott, commanding “ C’”’ Company, 
ordered his platoons back to new positions on the edge of the town close to the positions occupied by 
“B” Company. Further to the right the two forward platoons of ‘A’ Company likewise fell 
back from the line of the road to the position of the remainder of that company, then commanded 
by Major H. D. Milward, on the northern outskirts of the town. ” D’” Company and Captain 
Studdart’s company of the Wiltshire for a short time remained isolated, and then by mutual arrange- 
ment fell back in succession along the westcrn side of Caudry to new positions north of the railway. 

The German artillery was not unopposed. Three batteries of British field artillery (c) 
had taken up position behind the ridge south-east of Caudry, and were engaging every available 
target. In order to provide an escort for those guns the Brigadier ordered one company of the 
Worcestershire to be sent back. ‘ A” Company was sclected and marched back about 8 a.m. 
through the streets. Their progress was much impeded by the terror-stricken inhabitants crowding 
southwards out of the town, but eventually the company got clear of the houses and tcok up position 
cathe high ground. There ‘‘A” company lay for some time, watching the shell-fire but seeing no 
good target for musketry. 

“B” and ‘‘C”’ Companies were more hotly engaged. From 6 a.m. onwards strong forces 
of the enemy came in view beyond Jeune Bois. German machine-guns were again brought into 
action as the enemy advanced. By 8 a.m. firing was general in every direction. 

The spirit of the Battalion was splendid. Private W. T. Malone was wounded in the head ; 
but he refused to leave the firing line and remained in action with his platoon, inspiring all by his 
Coolness and courage (d). 

The shooting of the Worcestershire platoons was rapid and accurate, and such of the enemy 
4s came south of the main road were severely punished. Most of the German bullets went high, 
and the enemy made no great attempt to come to close quarters (¢). The two companies had not 
suffered heavy losses when, about 9.30 a.m., orders came for them to fall back to a fresh position. 

Those orders were the result of enemy pressure against the 4th Division further to the left. 
The 11th Brigade, in position on the high ground south of Fontaine-au-Pire, were being attacked 
in force. Their battalions were holding firm, but a dangerous gap existed between their right 
flank and the left flank of the 7th Brigade at Caudry. To lessen that gap “ B ” and “ C ” Companies 
Were ordered to fall back to the high ground west of the town. 


The withdrawal of the two companies was accompanied by a retirement of other troops 
from the northern end of Caudry. No very definite orders as to the length of their resistance seem 
t have reached the front line. All ranks knew vaguely that a general retreat was in progress. 
Moved by that knowledge rather than by the pressure of the enemy, various units of the defending 
troops fell back from the northern to the southern side of the town. In so doing several units became 
‘sordered and there wore many stragglers. Lieutenant A. C. Johnston of the Regiment, attached 
tothe 7th Brigade Staff (f), rallied stragglers of all units in the main square of the town, organised 
them hastily as a fighting force and led them out to a new position on a spur to the westward. 
Battalion Headquarters of the 3rd Worcestershire moved from the north of the town to a 
new location in a building near the railway embankment. There came disaster. A big shell hit 
the building and burst, killing or wounding many of the Headquarters personnel. Colonel Stuart 
himself was uninjured, but the Second-in-Command, Major W. R. Chichester, and the Adjutant, 
aptain C. V. Beresford, were both severely wounded (g). Many of the signallers were killed, and 
ot a time communication with the comnanies broke down. Lieutenant W. A. Underhill showed 
Stat bravery in rescuing the wounded from the burning ruins. 


i kinder the orders of the Quartermaster (Capt. A. Whitty) and the Transport Officer (Lieut W. A. Underhill). 


food supplies had been received from the Divisional Train ; but the foresight and energy of the 2nd-in-Com- 
( Thon (Major W. R. Chichester) and the Quartermaster (Capt. Whitty) had provided food locally. 
‘di pe XXXth (Howitzer) Brigade. 
(e) pirate Malone was awarded the D.C.M. 
(f) Ba. enemy were cavalry—-the German 13th and 14th Cavalry Brigades, fighting dismounted. 
pisade Signal Officer. 
i zie Chichester and Captain Beresford were sent to a temporary hospital which later fell into the hands of 
enemy. 
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The movement back became more definite. The field batteries south-east of the town 
limbered up and moved off. “A” Company guarding the ridge above them was told of their 
movement. No further orders had been received, but Major Milward saw the other troops 
marching south and assumed that his company ought to conform to the general movement ; 
so “A” Company formed up, marched in fours down the hill to the road and then turned south- 
wards. 

“A” Company tramped through the arch of the railway embankment, halted on the further 
side and lay down on rising ground to await further orders. The Divisional Commander, General 
Hubert Hamilton, rode up. Major Milward explained the situation and was directed to take his 
company back into Caudry; it was not intended that the town should yet be abandoned. The 
Company fell in again and marched back under the railway arch. 

By that time Caudry was empty of troops. It had been heavily shelled, and the retreating 
British units had fallen back to the high ground south-east and south-west of the town. “ B” and 
“C” Companies of the 3rd Worcestershire were by then south-west of the town, shooting at such 
of the enemy as showed themselves in the open on their front. ‘‘ D’’ Companv had been ordered 
back to the southern side of the embankment and then had been directed to move to the eastward to 
protect two batteries in action near the Station. The battalion was therefore much scattered, and 
when orders reached Colonel Stuart to deliver a counter-attack and retake Caudry it was not easy to 
assemble the necessary force. Eventually Colonel Stuart organised details from “B” and “C” 
Companies and part of ‘‘ A’ Company into a temporary command (b) and led them himself back 
into the town. Such few of the enemy’s advanced troops as had followed up the retirement were 
driven out with the bayonet. The southern half of the town was reoccupied, as far as the main 
square. Advanced posts were pushed further forward, but the shelling was severe and further 
advance was countermanded. 

On the right flank the remainder of ‘‘ A’’ Company, led by Major Milward, had co-operated 
in the advance and had reached the station, which was occupied and held without difficulty. 

That vigorous counter-stroke had the effect of paralysing the enemy around Caudry; but 
further to the west the position was not so favourable. The 11th Brigade had at last withdrawn 
from the ridge south of Fontaine-au-Pire. The enemy there had been reinforced and were attacking 
with fresh energy ; soon afterwards came definite orders that Caudry was to be abandoned. 

Between 3 and 4 p.m. the troops of the 7th Brigade fell back from Caudry, first to the line 
of the railway and then to the height above Derriére le Tronquoy. There the companies (c) of 
the 3rd Worcestershire were sorted out and reorganised.  Field-guns were still in action, and on 
the left flank the enemy made vigorous but unsuccessful attacks against the 11th Brigade at Ligny. 
But at Caudry the enemy had been hard hit, and the German cavalry made no attempt to cross the 
railway line. Musketry fire died down and presently came orders to resume the retreat. The 
battalions of the 7th Brigade assembled and marched off in fours down the road to Montigny. The 
enemy did not pursue, and as darkness fell the sound of the firing in rear died away. 


The troops were very tired, many in the ranks were wounded, and that night march was 
most trying. Men slept as they marched or staggered on half-awake. Company and platoon 
commanders did their best to reckon losses. Those losses were at first exaggerated, for the course 
of the fight, with the alternate retirements and advances, had resulted in many becoming separated 
from their platoons. Furthermore the administrative personnel of Battalion Headquarters had 
suffered heavily: many of the orderly-room staff had been killed or wounded at the same time as 
the Second-in-Command and Adjutant. Consequently it was not until the next day that any 
definite knowledge was gained, and even then it was not possible to give an exact figure; but the 
losses of the 3rd Worcestershire on August 26th were set down as about 100 of all ranks including 
three officers (d) ; and those losses were reckoned as light when compared with several other 
battalions of the little British force which that day had held its ground so bravely against heavy 
odds. 


(a) The Brigadier (Brig. Gen. F. W. W. McCracken) had been wounded. 

(6) Colonel Stuart’s force also included many miscellaneous details of other units. 

(c) “A,” “B” and “C” Companies and one platoon of “D" Company. The remainder of ‘‘D” Company 
were commandeered by a gunner colonel to assist in getting away the artillery, became separated from 
the 7th Brigade, and did not rejoin the Battalion until many hours later. 

(d) Lieut, M. E.L. H, Clarke killed, Major W. R. Chichester and Captain and Adjutant C. V, Beresford wounded. 
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Retreat 


(The 3rd Battalion at Caudry) 


From the picture by ' Snaffles '' in the possession of the Regiment. 
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Aug. 1914, THE RETREAT CONTINUED. 


The day’s fighting had resulted in very heavy losses to the British IInd Corps; but the 
pursuing enemy had also been hard hit —so hard hit that thencefurward the British army was 
not again seriously menaced in its retirement. Nevertheless the retreat had to be continued. The 
whole French line was wheeling back and the little British force had to conform. There could be 
no rest for the exhausted troops, 


THE RETREAT FROM MONS (continued). 


We left the 2nd Battalion bivouacked at Bavai on the night of August 24th/25th. At dawn 
next morning the retreat was commenced, and the 5th Brigade ma:ched back to Pont-sur-Sambre. 
There, about 11 a.m., a halt was made and the Battalion spent much time and energy in preparing 
the little town for defence—knocking loophoks in the walls of houses and entrenching a roadway. 
While they were working, long straggling columns of French infantry poured back through the 
piace. The defences were nearing completion and the men's dinners were nearly cooked when 
about 5 p.m. orders came to retreat again at once to Noyelles. Defences and dinners alike had to 
be abandoned : the Battalion set out and marched down the road side by side with a French battalion 
“all very keen and jolly,” wrote one of our officers, ‘‘ and longing for ‘la revanche’”’, At Leval 
an alarm was created by a daring patrol of German cavalry, which fired into the column of transport 
ahead of the Battalion, causing some panic and much wasted time in a futile deployment. In 
consequence of that delay it was not till 10.30 that the Battalion reached their destined bivouacs 
atNoyelles. There, wrote a subaltern, “ I got some cocoa and bully and got quickly into my valise 
when suddenly a message came ordering us to return at once to Pont-sur-Sambre.”” 

That order was the result of German night attacks on the rearguards of the Division, then 
at Landrecies and Maroilles. 

In the midnight darkness the weary Battalion fell in and, with bayonets fixed, tramped 
slowly back. Leval had nearly been reached when the Divisional General’s car came by, with 
instructions for the Battalion to wait and sleep till further orders. 

The enemy’s attacks had not been pressed, and as the light of dawn (Aug. 26th) showed in the 
east the Battalion fell in and again marched southward. The Worcestershire formed in theory 
the advanced guard of the Brigade, the rearguard being formed by the Connaught Rangers. But 
in practice the Battalion was isolated and the location of Brigade Headquarters was unknown. 
“ We were all dog-tired,”’ wrote an officcr,”” and when we halted at Marbaix for half an hour we were 
all sound asleep on the road.” That halt was caused by a French column cutting into the line of 
march, causing great confusion. Orders then came for the Battalion to proceed to Barzy. 

A most trying march ensued. The roads were crowded with terrified refugees and with 
disordered columns of French infantry and guns. The weather was sultry and the men were tired 
out and hungry. Away to the westward could be heard a distant thunder of artillery, the thunder 
of the battle of Le Cateau. Closer at hand an intermittent gun-fire behind them told of enemy pressure 
on the rearguard, the hapless Connaught Rangers, who on that day lost their Colonel and three 
hundred men. 

After many delays the Battalion reached Barzy at dark. There they were joined by the 
Oxfordshire Light Infantry. The situation of the rest of the Brigade was unknown. Both 
battalions slept the slecp of exhaustion till midnight, when they were again aroused. Reports had 
come in from the French that the enemy were close at hand, and the two Battalion Commanders 
decided that there was no course open but at once to resume the retreat. At dawn (Aug. 27th) the two 
battalions reached Boue, where the Brigade Staff was met and the men had two hours rest. Then on 
toEtreux. There at last it was possible to get some food. There too was the remainder of the 2nd 
Division. Leaving Etreux at 9.30 the Battalion marched with the Division through Guise to Mont 
d@Origny where, shortly after dark, billets were found. One company, “ D,” was left behind as 
outposts and did not get in till 10 p.m. 


Early on August 28th the Battalion was aroused, and fell in at 4 a.m. This time the 2nd 
Division marched closed up in one column, its rear protected by the Ist Division, and the sound 
of gun-fire was far distant. But the day was very hot and the incessant strain was telling on the 
physique of the troops. All along the line of march men fell out in hundreds. Through La Feére 
the column struggled, through Danizy to Servais, where at last the weary troops found good billets 
and a rest. All the next day the Battalion lay quict, while gradually the stragglers came in. The 
men slept and washed, “ the first time for a week,” noted a subaltern, “ that we lad our clothes off.” 
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_THE RETREAT FROM MONS. dwg. 1924, 


On the night after the battle of Le Cateau the 3rd Worcestershire had found billetsat Martigny ; 
but their rest was short. Before dawn on the 27th the 7th Brigade moved off, and reached the 
outskirts of Hargicourt about 9 a.m. There a halt was made for four hours to rest the weary troops 
and to give them the opportunity of having a meal ; though, as it turned out, there were no supplies 
available to issue. About noon, on a report of approaching enemy, the Brigade moved on into 
Hargicourt and joined the remainder of the Division. Away to the northward could be heard 
heavy firing ; the 4th Division were engaged with the enemy, and a battalion was detached from the 
7th Brigade to their assistance. The remainder of the Brigade pushed on to Vermand, and reached. 
that town at 4. p.m. There the 3rd Worcestershire took up a covering position while such re- 
organisation as was possible was effected, supplies issued, sick and unfit sent back in lorries, and 
preparations made for a night march. The night march was commenced about 10 p.m. Through 
thick mist the column tramped onwards in the darkness. Ham was reached at 4 a.m. and the 
Battalion saw for the first time the River Somme. After a rest the Brigade moved across the river 
and took up a position on the banks. But a few hours later orders came to continue the retreat 
and the Brigade tramped on along the Noyon road. At last at Tarlefesse the Battalion found 
good food and a long rest. 

The men were very tired and the paved roads had told cruelly on their weary feet. Many 
of the hardworked boots (a2) had now given way and some men actually had to march barefoot. 
Everything possible was done, the officers gave their horses to the worst cases and as many as possible 
were carried in wagons, but for the majority there could be no such relief. 


The morning of August 29th saw all Divisions of the hardly-tried British Army enjoying 
at last a rest, for which both Battalions of the Regiment were very thankful. The strain of the 
marching and fighting of the last five days had been tremendous. But the rest of the 3rd Battalion 
was not destined to be undisturbed. About noon the 2nd Cavalry Brigade, covering the front of 
the 3rd Division, were attacked by the enemy, and orders were issued for the Division to take up a 
position to support them. Accordingly, at 1.30 p.m.on the 29th, the 7th Brigade left their billets 
in Tarlefesse and marched to Salency, moving along small paths through thick woods. In those 
woods an outpost position was taken up on the high ground north of Salency. The 3rd Worcestershire 
held the right of the Brigade Line, the instructions being that all paths and tracks vhrough the 
woods were to be blocked by groups and piquets. A few German cavalry patrols came in sight, 
but no formed bodies of the enemy followed, and at 10 p.m. the Battalion was relieved and with- 
drawn. It had been intended that the Battalion should occupy another position further back, but 
cn arrival in Noyon orders were received to billet there for the night. 

About midnight orders reached the 7th Brigade to withdraw across the Oise. At 2.30 a.m. 
(30th) the troops were roused. In company with the 2nd South Lancashire, the 3rd Worcestershire 
marched to Pontoise, where they halted until joined by the remainder of the Brigade. At 5 a.m., as the 


*sun began to pierce the morning mists, the bridge at Pontoise was blown up and the Brigade, now 


forming the rearguard of the 8rd Division, headed south once more. By Cuts and Camelin they 
marched and thence along the Blerancourt road to Vic-sur-Aisne. There on the banks of the River 
Aisne at 6 p.m. the Battalion found billets. 

Leaving Vic-sur-Aisne next day (31st) at 7 a.m. the 7th Brigade marched by Mortefontaine, 
Taillefontaine and Emeville to Coyolles. On their way the Brigade passed Villers-Cotterets where 
the 4th (Guards) Brigade were then entrenching a position to delay the enemy. The weather was 
very hot and the distress of the marching troops was considerable. All ranks were glad when about 
7 p.m. the Battalion bivouacked for the night in the park of Coyolles Chateau. 


After their day of rest at Servais the 5th Brigade resumed the retreat on the morning of 
the 30th. The 2nd Worcestershire left their billets at 3 a.m. and marched southwards through 
lovely wooded country along cruelly rough roads. The day was intolerably hot ; so hot indeed that 
a halt from 11.30 to 1.30 was necessary. After passing through Coucy-le-Chateau, the Brigade 
finally came to rest at 5.30 p.m. at the village of Terny. 

Starting again at 5 a.m. on the following day the Brigade marched to Soissons and saw for 
the first time the river and valley uf the Aisne. At the Pommiers bridge a long delay was caused 
by a mistaken order given to the Brigade transpoit. Finally the Biigade was diverted to Laversine, 
where the Battalion went into bivouac. 

At 2 a.m. on”the Ist September the’5th Brigade resumed its retreat and maiched from 
Laversine into the” forest™country to the southwards. Through Soucy the columa marched to 
Villers-Cotterets.” There the Brigade passed through the entrenched position taken up on the 
previous day by the 4th (Guards) Brigade to check the enemy’s pursuit. The leading troops of the 


(2) See footnote on page 1 and also page 2. 


Sept, 1911. THE RETREAT FROM MONS. 


German advanced guard came into action against that position about 10 a.m. and a sharp fight 
ensued. As a result of that attack the 5th Brigade received orders to halt and await developments, 
and for two hours the tcoops lay in a weod north-east of Villers-en-Potées, listening to the firing. 
Then came orders to retreat again to Betz. At Cuvergnon the Brigade was again halted and was 
ordered to take up a defensive position round the villag-—a position on which the hard-pressed 
Guards might fall back. A defensive position wa$ taken up, with the Oxfordshire Light Infantry 
and the Worcestershire in front line and the remainder of the Brigade in reserve behind the village. 
The troops dug in and were fairly entrenched by dark. 

In that position the Worcestershire and the Oxfordshire Light Infantry remained throughout 
the night, while the Guards withdrew into safety and the 2nd Division ccntinucd the retreat. An 
attack was expected at any moment. Orders were that the rearguard was to hold on at all costs 
until the main body had cleared the bridge at Betz. But no attack developed—-the fighting of the 
previous day had taken the sting out cf the German advanced guard— and at 8 a.m. the two battalions 
filed cut of their trenches and withdrew in rearguard formation. They marched through Etavigny, 
Vincy and Etrepilly to Barcy. There, unknowing, the 2nd Worcestershire passed within a mile 
of the 31rd Battalion at Marcilly and pushed on through Penchard to Chauconin, where at 3 p.m. 
the 2nd Battalion went into bivouac The heat had been appalling, and the troops, tired by the 
previous night of strain, were much distressed. 


Villers-Cotterets was not the only rearguard action fought on September Ist. To the left, 
at Crepy-en-Valois, the rearguard of the 5th Division was similarly attacked about noon. In 
consequence the 7th Brigade, which left the bivouac at Coyolles ab ut 7.30 a.m. on September 
Ist with orders to continue the retreat through Betz, were diverted from their route to assist in the 
withdrawal. With their Brigade the 3rd Worcestershire moved towards the sound of the guns as 
faras Levignen. There the Brigade took up a defensive position and waited until 4.30. Then, since 
no pursuing enemy had appeared, the Brigade again retircd alung the road to the south-westward. 
The Worcestershire formed the rearguard of the Brigade. The Battalion first took up a covering 
position north of Boissy and then followed the Brigade in rearguard formation to billets at Villers. 
There the 7th Brigade remained for the mght and at dawn of September 2nd again pushed on to the 
southward. Again the Worcestershire and Wiltslure formed the rearguard, wluich fell back slowly 
by Bouillancy, Fosse Martin and Douy to Marcilly. The rest of the Brigade went into billets at 
Pringy, but the Worcestershire and Wiltshire after spending most of the day in position at Marcilly 
were detailed for the outpost line ; so at dusk the two battalions took up position in the open from 
Barcy, on the right, to St. Soupplets. 


Next day (September 3rd) the 2nd Battalion was roused at 3 a.m. and the retreat of the 
5th Brigade was resumed. The Brigade marched in an easterly direction, to close a gap which 
had opened between the British right and the Icft flank of the nearest French Corps. The Brigade 
passed through Meaux at 4 a.m. and pushed on to Trilport, where shortly before 6 a.m. the river 
Marne was crossed. Onwards the column tramped to Monceaux. There, orders were received for 
the Brigade to take up a position at Petit Courois. The Brigade procecded to that point, halted 
and faced about. The Battalion went into bivouac, and while the troops were engaged in settling down 
for the night a German aeroplane came over, flying low. Fire was opened on it, and it was brought 
down—one of the first to be so dealt with. 


At 4. a.m. on September 3rd the 3rd Worcestershire and the 1st Wiltshire withdrew from their 
outpost line and joined the rest of the 7th Brigade in Pringy. Moving off at 8 a.m. they marched 
to Mcaux, through which the 2nd Battalion had passed early that morning. There the 7th Brigade 
crossed the river Mame and took up a defensive position on the southern bank while the bridge was 
prepared for demolition. The rear parties were withdrawn unmolested, and the bridge was blown 


up about 4p.m. Then the troops of the 7th Brigade once more turned their faces southward and 
marched through Nanteuil into billets at Sancy. 


___ There followed another day (September 4th) of oppressive heat. The bulk of the 5th Brigade 
withdrew at 6 a.m. from Petit Courois to another position (a), but it was not till 10.15 a.m. that 
the 2nd Worcestershire, left as rear-guard, fell back to their new position. Late in the evening 
(8 to 10 p.m.) the 5th Brigade again retired. The direction of march had been changed and the Bri- 
gade moved south-westward, marching by the Bois de Morillas to Le Villeneuve. At Morillas 


ne ee 


(2) near Grand Bilbarteaux Farm (not marked on the map). 
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THE TURN OF THE TIDE. Sept. 194. 


the Worcestershire and the H.L.I. faced about in the dark and took up an outpost line facing north- 
eastward. The line of the Battalion ran from the Bois de Morillas to Maisoncelles. The night was 
one of considerable anxiety to the Battalion Staff. Touch with the 3rd Division on the left had been 
lost and the whereabouts of the Divisional Cavalry, who might, or might not, be covering the 
retirement, were unknown. The change of direction had disarranged the work of the Staff, and 
next morning (September 5th) the orders to retire did not reach the two battalions until over two 
hours after the rest of the Army was on the move. They were not then able to rejoin the Sth 
Brigade, but marched back independently in rearguard formation through La Celle, across the Grand 
Morin river, through Mortcerf and La Houssaye to Marles. There they rejoined the rest of the 
Brigade, which had marched back by Faremoutiers and Hautefeuille. 


Meanwhile the 3rd Battalion, a few miles to the westward, had remained in their billets at 
Sancy all the day of September 4th—a most welcome rest. Not until 10 p.m. did the Brigade resume 
the retreat. The Brigade column marched south-westward in the darkness to Crecy, where the 
Grand Morin river was crossed, and then on into the forest of Crecy. Dawn of September 5th 
found the column still tramping southward, nor did they halt until within three miles of Chatres. 
The 3rd Worcestershire acted as outposts to the Brigade and took up position near Les Chapelles 
Bourbon (a). 


That evening joyous tidings ran like wildfire down the whole front of the British Army. 
The tide had turned, the long retreat was ended, and the morrow would see a new and victorious 
advance. 


THE BATTLE OF THE MARNE. 


While the French and British armies had been retreating from the Belgian frontier, the 
French Higher Command had been organising fresh forces and preparing a counter-stroke. At 
the end of the first week in September the advancing German colu:nns clashed against the new 
French formations. We cannot here tell in detail how the turing movement of Manoury’s Sixth 
Army and the victorious attack of Foch’s Ninth Army enveloped the flank and broke the front 
of the German battle-line. The regimental officers and men of the British forces were told but 
little of the plan of operations. They could not guess that the German armies had outrun their 
supplies and were in a position ill-suited to meet the counter-stroke. But the spirit of the British 
troops had chafed against the long retreat, the order to advance was hailed with joy, and it was 
with high hearts that in the dawn of a hot autumn morning the British battalions began the forward 
movement. 


Leaving their outpost line at Les Chapelles Bourbon at 5 a.m. (September 6th) the 3rd 
Worcestershire joined in the column of the 7th Infantry Brigade and advanced back along their 
teacks into the Forest of Crecy. No opposition was met, but the column halted at the obelisk 
in the Forest till shortly before noon, when orders were received to move eastward. An advance, 
still unopposed, was made to Hautefeuille, which was reached as evening drew on. 


To explain that movement we must return to the 2nd Battalion, which at 7.15 a.m. had 
left the billets at Marles and had marched with the rest of the 5th Brigade some three miles eastward 
to take up a defensive line near Champlet. To the right of the Brigade the line of the 2nd Division 
was continued by the 4th (Guards) Brigade. Against that line the German artillery came into 
action about 9 a.m, The shelling was not heavy and caused no casualties, but as a precaution the 
5th Brigade were ordered to dig in; and the northward movement of the 3rd Division further to 
the left was diverted, as we have seen, in order to offer assistance. 


That long range shelling of the British positions about Champlet was to prove the high- 
water mark of the German advance. To the eastward the French Armies were gaining ground, 
and to the westward the French Sixth Army was closing on the German right flank. About 2.30 p.m, 
the shelling ceased and word ran down the line that the enemy were retiring. At 4 p.m. the 5th 
Brigade advanced from its position to Pezarches, and there the 2nd Worcestershire bivouacked for 
the night. 


(a) The right of the outpost line rested on the Station. That afternoon the first reinforcements arrived to refill 
the thinned ranks of the 3rd Battalion—a draft of 150 under Lieut. J. C Pickersgill-Cunliffe. At the same 
time the first reinforcements for the 2nd Battalion reachcd Marlcs—-about 90 in all, under Captain J. P.L, 
Stoney, 
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Sep 19H4. THE BATTLE OF THRE MARNE. 


Meanwhile the retirement of the enemy had enabled the advance of the 3rd Division to be 
resumed. At 6.10 p.m. the 7th Brigade advanced from Hautefeuille northward to the line of the 
Grand Morin. Two battalions were pushed across the river. The remainder of the Brigade, 
including the 3rd Worcestershire, were billeted for the night in Faremoutiers. 

That night the troops were heartened by a Special Order of the Day issued by the Commander- 
in-Chief. The German Armics, he stated, were moving in a south-easterly direction, exposing 
their right flank to an attack from the combined French Sixth Army and the British Forces, ‘‘ { 
call,” he continued, ‘‘ on the British Army in France now to show its power and to push on vigorously 
to the attack beside the French Sixth Army.” 


Sunrise of the next day (September 7th) showed his words to be true. The German columns 
were in full retreat, and the British forces pressed hard on their heels. The 5th Brigade left the 
bivouac at Pezarches about 7 a.m. and moved forward to Mauperthuis. There the Brigade halted 
from 9 a.m, till noon and then pushed on again through Bertheuil, La Touche and Chailly-en-Brie 
to St. Simeon, where the Brigade bivouacked for the night. 

That day the 7th Brigade, after a disturbed night of outpost fighting on the north bank 
of the river, stood fast until 6 p.m. Then the Brigade marched eastward frum Faremoutiers to 
billets in Les Petits Aulnvis. Outposts were found by the 3rd Worcestershire. 


Early on September 8th the advance was continued, and the 2nd Division pushed northward 
through Rebais. On reaching the line of the Petit Morin the advanced guard of the Division, the 
4th (Guards) Brigade,was held up by fire from German artillery and machine-guns cleverly concealed 
on the northern bank. The enemy's cavalry were fighting a delaying action. To assist the Guards, 
the 5th Brigade sent forward the 2nd Worcestershire. The Battalion advanced and came into 
action on the left of the Guards Brigade. 

The banks of the Petit Morin were found to be steep and thickly wooded. “A” and“ B” 
Companies of the Battalion found covered positions on the wooded slopes and engaged the hostile 
machine-guns, while “ C ”’ and “ D’’ Companies moved further to the left to effect a crossing. ‘C” 
Company found a sheltered bend in the river and waded across to the northern bank, and “ D” 
Company made a similar crossing further to the left. The two companies pushed up the slope 
through the woods, and before thcir attack the German defenders gave way. The enemy were 
dismounted cavalry scattered in small parties along the heights. Several of these detachments 
were rounded up and killed or captured— C”’ and ‘“ D”’ Companies between them secured 27 
prisoners. The enemy evacuated Sablouniéres and fell back through the wooded country to the 
line of the River Marne. In the woods scattered fighting continued during most of the afternoon, 
and not till dark did the bulk of the 5th Brigade bivouac for the night at La Pctite Basseville (a). 

Even then one battalion of the Brigade was absent—the Connaught Rangers had been 
detached to the left to assist the 3rd Division, whose advance guard, the 8th Brigade, had similarly 
been held up on the river line at Orly. That check had meant a long delay for the 3rd Worcestershire 
who had left Les Petits Aulnois at 6.45 a.m. and had marched with the rest of the 7th Brigade to 
a position near Rebais. There the Battalion lay in enforced idleness until the route was cleared 
in front. Then the advance was resumed, and at 6.30 p.m. the 7th Brigade settled down for the 
night in Bussieres. 


Next day the British Army addressed itself to the task of forcing the passage of the 
River Marne. The 2nd Division, on the left flank of the Ist Corps, advanced on Charly, and the 3rd 
Division, on the right flank of the IInd Corps, advanced on Nanteuil. A stiff resistance had been 
expected, but the enemy’s retreat was being hurried and at both places the bridges were found intact. 
Some lung range shelling delayed the advance and caused the march of the 7th Brigade to follow 
a somewhat circuitous route, but neither Battalion of the Regiment suffered casualties and by 
nightfall both were north of the river (d). 

Early next morning (September 1Uth) the 7th Brigade Icft their billets and advanced through 
Ventelet Farm, Veuilly, and Chezy to billets at Montmarlet and Montmafroy, meeting no opposition 
but picking up on the way a few German wounded and stragglers. Further to the right the 5th 
Brigade had a more strenuous day. The Brigade left Dumptin at dawn but was checked at Cupru. 
In front of them the advanced guard, the 6th Brigade, was engaged with the enemy. The 5th Brigade 
deployed for attack and advanced in “ artillery formation’ northwards towards Monnes. A few 
shells came over but no casualties were caused, and on reaching Monnes at 2 p.m. the Brigade halted, 


(a) Total casualties of the 2nd Battalion in this action were eleven killed and wounded. 
{b) The 2nd Worcestershire found billets at Domptin and the 3rd Worcestershire at Bezu. 
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All that afternoon the 2nd Worcestershire waited while an artillery duel was carried on with the 
enemy to the northward. As night fell the shelling died down and the Worcestershire, together with 
the Connaught Rangers, were pushed forward as outposts to cover the front of the 2nd Division, 
The night was not undisturbed ; for orders were received to reconnoitre the village of Marizy St. 
Mard in front of the line and discover if it was occupied. The Battalion scouts were sent out 
supported by two platoons under Captain E, L. Bowring. Cautiously they carried out the 
reconnaissance and found the village occupied indeed, but by our own cavalry—the 20th Hussars. 

By the evening of September 10th the Battle of the Marne had been won. East and west 
the French armies had beaten back the Germans, and the enemy were in full retreat. The part 
played by the British army had not involved much heavy fighting, and, as we have scen, the 
casualties of the two Battalions of the Regiment had not becn severe ; but the opportune thrust 
of the British Divisions into the enemy’s weakened line had contributed to the success of the Allied 
armies; and the troops were greatly cheered by official news of the victory. 


Next day (September 11th) the advance was continued. The direction of the advance was 
altered from northward to north-eastward, and the change of direction caused some difficulty in 
the movement of the marching columns along the available roads. The left of the 2nd Division 
overlapped the right of the 3rd Division, and the 5th Brigade, which moved forward at 5.30 a.m. 
along the road through Neuilly-St. Front, found the 7th Brigade, which formed the advanced 
guard of the 3rd Division, marching along the same road at their hecls. Both Brigades had to pass 
through Oulchy-le-Chateau. There the 5th Brigade were ordered to halt and let the 7th Brigade 
pass through ; and the 3rd Worcestershire tramped cheerily past the 2nd Battalion halted in the 
street. The 7th Brigade pushcd on to Le Grand Rozoy, where the 3rd Battalion found billets, 
while the 5th Brigade eventually moved forward into billets in Beugneux. Throughout the day 
no fighting had taken place: touch with the retreating enemy had temporarily been lost. 

On the following day (September 12th) there was sterner work to do. The enemy were reported 
to be holding the line of the Ktivers Vesle and Aisne, and against that line the British Divisions 
advanced. ‘The weather had broken and was dull and showery as the 5th Brigade left Beugneux 
at 5 a.m. and pushed forward through Arcy and Jouaignes towards the river Vesle about Braine. 
The 2nd Worcestershire were the vanguard of the advancing column. Passing Jouaignes shortly 
before 9 a.m. the Battalion advanced on Courcelles and came under fire from the German cavalry 
on the further bank. The bridge at Courcelles had been blown up by the enemy, but one narrow 
girder remained, and along that girder volunteers swung, hand over hand. By these and other 
expedients the Worcestershire companies made their way acioss the Vesle: then swiftly pushing 
forward they scaled the slopes on the northern bank. A short skirmish with the enemy resulted 
in the capture of a whole German squadron(a)._ By 4 p.m. the remainder of the Brigade had come 
up and the passage of the Vesle was secured. The enemy had disappeared, and the 5th Brigade 
pushed onwards without further opposition, but under soaking rain, to Vicil Arcy. There the 
Brigade halted for night. The 2nd Worcestershire were sent forward to the slopes above Pont 
Arcy to take up an outpust line. 

To the westward the advanced guard of the 3rd Division had pushed through Braine to 
the heights above Chavonne ; but the ‘th Brigade were in Divisional Reserve and marched only 
a short distance, frum Grand-Rozoy to Cersewl. There the Brigade found billets for the night, 
covered by the 3rd Worcestershire on outpost duty. 


Thus both Battalions of the Regiment spent the night of the 12th/13th on outpost duty on the 
wooded slopes south of the Aisne. It was a terrible night, with high wind and driving soaking rain, 
and as officers and men crouched alert behind such shelter as they could find or improvise they 
heard both to east and west the roll of continuous artillery fire and saw the sky lit up with the 
flashes of the guns. _ From Soissons to Reims, on a front of some thirty miles, the opposing armies 
were in contact on the line of the River Aisne. 


THE BATTLE OF THE AISNE. 


In the early morning of September 13th the British advance was resumed. Despite the 
heavy gun-fire of the previous night there was no certain knowledge of the enemy’s intentions. The 
German armies were apparently still in retreat, and the 5th Brigade moved down to the banks of 
the River Aisne in advanced guard formation, prepared for another day of marching. Patrols 
sent forward during the night by the 2nd Worcestershire had encountered no opposition on the 
northern bank of the river. The bridge at Pont Arcy had been blown up, but was not impassable. (8). 


(a) The Battalion captured no less than 107 prisoners at the cost of only a few wounded. 
(0) The gap in the Liidge was spanned by ladders, and the troops crusseu im single tule. 
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At dawn the 2nd Worcestershire were withdrawn from the outpost line and marched back into 
Vicil Arcy for a much needed rest, while the Connaugit Rangers, followed by the remainder of the 
Brigade went forward to effect the crossing. The advancing troops scrambled over the twisted 
ironwork of the shattered bridge at Pont Arcy, under a sharp fire frum snipers on the northern 
bank, while the Field Companies of the Royal Engineers worked feverishly at the construction 
of a pontoon bridge. 

The Worcestershire, rested and more or less dricd, followed the advanced troops of their 
Brigade at 2.30 p.m. The crossing of the broken bridge under intermittent shell fire was somewhat 
perilous, but fortunately none of the Battalion were hit, and within an hour's time the companies 
were assembled on the northern bank of the river. 

The Battalion joined the rest of the Sth Brigade, which was deployed along the road from 
Chavonne to Bourg. The advance had been checked by sharp fire, and was being delayed till the 
flanking troops should come up into line. The enemy were in strength on the heights north of 
the river. To cast and west, all along the line of the river, the roll and crash of gun-lire was con- 
tinuous, especially some twu milcs to the castward at Chavonne where the 4th (Guards) Brigade, 
having effected a passage, were fighting thcir way up the wooded slopes. At intervals great shells 
came smashing down about the position of the oth Brigade and around the new pontoon bridge, 
over which, throughout the cvening, artillery and transport crossed claitering ; but no casualties 
resulted, and at dusk the Brigade advanced. Verneuil and Moussy were occupied, and the 5th 
Brigade took up a defensive line in a semi-circle covering those two villages. Immediately above 
them rose the sharp spur of Tilleul, and the 2nd Worcestershire were dctailed tu occupy the hill. 
The companies advanced up the wooded slope, reached the crest about 10 p.m. and established a 
defensive line as well as was possible in the darkness, exchanging a few shots with patrols of the enemy. 


Dawn of the 14th ushered in a day cf heavy and confused fighting for the 2nd Worcestershire. 
The Divisional plan was that the 6th Brigade, then in reserve, should pass thiough the outpost 
line of the 5th Brigade and advance northwards. It was assumed that the enemy were still in 
retreat. Accordingly about 8.30 a.m. the 6th Brigade, in advanced guard formation, passed through 
the line of the Sth brigade at Moussy and pushea forward up the valley towards Braye. Its flank 
guard, two companies of the Guth Kifles, climbed the hill held by the 2nd Worcestershire, passed 
through the line of the Battalion and advancea along the spur towards Courtcgon. The Worcester- 
shire stood fast behind them, not without casualties, for the enemy's guns had been in action since 
6 a.m., and the advance of the Rifles drew a storm of tire. Tne advance came to a standstill, and 
about noun the cnemy began a counter-attack. A strong force of German infantry advanced from 
Courtegon along the spur and forced the 6th Rifles to fall back on the position held by the Worcester- 
shire. There they were stopped, for the Battalion held firm and before the rapid rifle-fire of the defence 
the German counter-attack withered away. 

All through the middle of the day the fighting continucd, with heavy shelling and several 
small attacks and counter-attacks by each side. About 3 p.m. it became apparent that the enemy 
were withdrawing, and orders were issucd by the Division for the advance to be resumed. 

Led by the Brigadicr (General Haking), the Worcestershire, the Highland Light Infantry 
and the two companies of the 60th Rifles, advanced slowly along the spur as evening came on. 
The ground was hitered with dead and wounded and a few prisoners were capturcd, but no serious 
opposition was encountered. Darkness closed down but the advance was continued (a)and by 9 p.m. 
General Haking’s furce had crossed the Cheinin des Dames and had established a position on the 
crest of the riage. Rcconnoitring patrols were sent out into the darkness to gain touch with the 
other brigades which should have been to right and left. No indication was found of any supporting 
force : instead, on both flanks, strong forces of the encmy were discovered. General Haking then 
decided tnat his battalions could not remain in their isolated position, and they withdrew unmolested 
to the southern end of the Tilleul spur. About midnight the 2nd Worcestershire again reached 
Moussy and went into bivouac (d). 


Meanwhile the 3rd Worcestershire had been playing a less active role. On the morning of 
September 13th the 3rd Division had advanced from Braine through Chassemy on Vailly. The 
two leading brigades had crossed the river and had won a precarious footing on the northern bank, 
but the 7th Brigade had been held back in reserve. The Brigade had left Cerseuil at 7.30 a.m. and 
had marched down into Braine. On the northern outskirts of that town the column was greeted 
by shell after shell from the German hcavy howitzcrs—-the “ 5.9’s ’’ which afterwards the Regiment 


(a) The battalions moved in fours with fixed bayonets in the darkness, the orders being ‘‘ Advance 400 paces, then 
halt.” This was repeated until the road was reached. 

(t) Casualties of the Battalion during that day's fighting were 11 killed and 58 woun ed, the latter including 
two olficers (Lieuts. C. C. Lilley and F. E. Myddlcton-Gavey). 
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was to know so well. The Brigade halted, extended into artillery formation in the neighbouring 
fields and orders were given for the truops to lie down. All ranks watched with admiration the 
steadiness of the Scots Greys, who “ quietly trotted to a flank and took post out of view behind a 
wood.” The Brigade lay thus extended until the evening, while the great shells fell about them 
and all available artillery went past to the heights about Brenclle, there to enter into a duel against 
the German guns across the river. When darkness fell the Brigade moved back into billets in 
Braine. : 

Early on September 14th the Brigade marched from Braine in chilly rain, to a covered 
position in the woods near Chateau Chassemy. ‘There a long halt was made. Across the river 
things were not guing too well, and the German artillery were plastering the river crossings and 
the woods on both banks with high explosive and shrapnel. The shelling caused some casualties 
to the waiting Brigade (a). 

About midday two battalions of the 7th Brigade, the Wiltshire and the Royal Irish Rifles, 
were sent forward to cross the river by the half-destroyed railway bridge at Vailly. The remainder 
of the Brigade moved up close to the river bank in support. = The turward movement was none 
too soon, for the hard-pressed troups of the 9th Brigade in front were beginning to fall back. The 
situation was serious, and at 4 p.m. the 3rd Worcestershire were ordered to send forward two 
companies to reinforce the firing line on the further bank. Two hours later the remainder of the 
Battalion marched forward. 

The bridge at Vailly had been blown up by the enemy, but the gap made was narrow and 
had been spanned by a plank. Across that plank the troops hurried in single file. The platoons 
reassembled among the shattcred houses on the northern bank and were led forward in the failing 
light to the foot of the steep hill above the village. Up that wooded hill side are several deeply-cut 
sunken lanes, and in one of these the Battalion assembled as darkness fell. Above them and to 
right and left the battle-line blazed continuuusly with rifle-fire as a series of German attacks were 
beaten off. ‘‘ This is no rearguard action we are fighting now ”’ wrote a subaltern (6), “ but I should 
say it is part of a big attempt by the Germans to hold the line of the Aisne.” 


At daylight on the 15th it was possible to take stuck of the position. All the battalions 
of the 3rd Division were across the river and were entrenched on the northern bank. But the foot- 
hold gained was not of sufficient depth to enable the Divisional artillery to be brought across, and 
on either flank of the 3rd Division there were dangerous gaps which prevented any junction along 
the northern bank with either the 2nd Division on the right or the Sth Division on the left. 

September 15th was a day of continuous hgiting tur the battalions of the 3rd Division. It 
had been intended to advance at dawn, but it was soun apparent that forward movement was not 
possible. The enemy made several attacks, and the Briush positions were subjected to heavy 
sheil-fire. Marly in the morning two companies of the 3rd Worcestershire were sent forward to 
the firing line, one to the assistance of the Wiltshire and one to support the Royal Irish Rifles. In 
spite of that reinforcement the position of the latter battalion conunued to be one of great danger. 
The enemy were working forward through the interval which separated the Riflemen from the 
tight of the 9th Brigade, and about 4 p.m. the remainder of the 3rd Worcestershire were moved up 
to fill the gap. The Worcestershire took up their position across a little wooded valley, meeting 
a good deal of rifle-fire but no serious attack (c). The Battalion dug in, and presently night came 
on with cold miserable rain. In that position on the hill above Vauly the Battalion was destined 
to remain for several days to come. 


After their day of battle on September 14th the 5th Brigade at Moussy had received orders 
to stand fast on the line gained. No further advance by the znd Division was possible until the 
3rd Division on the left could gain ground. At dawn (September 15th) the 2nd Worcestershire again 
took up a position on the Tilleul heights, this time in support to the H.L.I. All day long the British 
positions were heavily shelled and there were many casualties. Captain G. E. Lea, one of the best 
officers of the Regiment (d), was wounded and died later in the day. General Haking himself was 
struck. He handed over command of the Brigade to Lieut.-Colonel Westmacott, and the command 
of the 2nd Worcestershire then devolved upon Major E. B. Hankey. 

Next day (September 16th), after enduring heavy shelling with comparatively little loss (e) 
the Battalion was relieved at 7 p.m. by the Connaught Rangers and withdrew into reserve near 
Verneuil; but the enemy’s shells were searching all ground north of the river, and for protection 


s d Worcestershire were seven wounded, including Licut. 5. A. Gabb. (0) ACJ. 

(c) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire on September 15th were 3 killed, 25 wounded, 3 missing. 

(ad) The loss of Captain Lea was deeply felt. A man of very charming persunality, a fine soldier and a graduate of 
the Staff College, he would have gone far had he survived. Another great luss to the Kegiment during the 
battle was Major A. D, Green D.S.O, then serving on the Statt. Other casualties on September 15th 
were one killed and seven wounded, including Capt. J. P. L. Stuacy. (e) 1 killed 7 wounded. 
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the Battalion again had to dig in. In that reserve position the Battalion lay till the next evening 
(17 th) when the Worcestershire companies again climbed the Tilleul slopes and relieved the H.L.I. 
in tthe forward trenches. 

On the following morning (ISth) the Battalion was heavily bombarded. In the three days of 
occupation shelter-places had been constructed in the trenches—the first ‘“‘ dugouts ’’—and a direct 
hit on one of those flimsy dugouts killed and temporarily buried two officers—Captain M. R. Carr 
and Lieut. F. F. Smythe (4). At 7 p.m. “A” and “ B” Companies were relieved by companies 
of the H.L.I. and were withdrawn into reserve at Verneuil. 


September 19th was the first of three days of continuous strain and heavy fighting. The 
enemy’s shell-fire against the positions of the 2nd Division developed about 2 p.m. into a tremendous 
bombardment both against the left flank of the Division held by the 4th (Guards) Brigade, and 
against the position of the 6th Brigade, then holding the valley running up to Braye and the wooded 
ndge of La Bovette. An infantry attack against the latter began as dusk fell. Orders then came 
for“ A’? and ‘*B”’ Companies of the 2nd Worcestershire to move from their position in reserve 
at Verneuil to the support of the 6th Brigade. The two companies reported to the Brigadier of the 
6th Brigade about 8 p.m. and lay in reserve throughout the night. Meanwhile the remainder 
of the 2nd Worcestershire had been withdrawn from the Tilleul height and remained all night 
in reserve, ‘‘ standing by’ ready to reinforce any threatened point. 

Dawn of the 2Uth brought a storm of shells, and the German infantry commenced to push 
forward. The attack came against the right flank battalion of the 6th Brigade, the Ist King’s 
Regiment, which was holding the line from the canal in the Braye valley to the western slopes of the 
Tilleul spur. The western slope of the spur was heavily wooded, and the German infantry worked 
their way forward through the woods. Into these woods ‘‘ A’ and ‘B” Companies of the 2nd 
Worcestershire were sent, together with two platoons of the H.L.I., to drive back the attacking 
enemy. The advance began about Ll a.m. With great difficulty the two companies pushed through 
the dense woods, suffering many casualties from the enemy's fire. Beyond the wood they came 
upon a company of German infantry in position. The Worcestershire companies charged with 
the bayonet and drove the enemy from their trenches. Then, as they pressed on, disaster befell 
them. A strong force of the enemy, well entrenched on the flank, opened a murderous fire as the 
Worcestershire platoons spread out over the open. The losses were heavy, all the officers of two 
companies were shot down, and the remnant fell back. A tangled fight ensued, in which the little 
force became hopelessly scattered in the dense wood. Eventually Captain C. E. L. Porter, wounded 
though he was, succeeded in collecting a remnant of the two companies, and established a position 
on the near edge of the wood, linking up with the 5th Brigade on the right and the 6th Brigade on 
the left. Meanwhile ‘‘C’’ and “ D” Companies had been sent up to support the H.L.I. on the 
Tilleul hill (8). 

Next day (21st) at dawn “A” and “ B” Companies were relieved and withdrawn into reserve. 
The enemy’s heavy guns continued to shell the position at intervals and there were some minor 
attacks, but the 2nd Worcestershire were not actively engaged (c). 


Meanwhile near Vailly the 3rd Worcestershire had been heavily engaged. No change in 
the situation of the Battalion had occurred from the 16th to the 19th of September. The British 
trenches were shelled intermittently and there were several casualties (d). But no attack was 
attempted by the enemy until the evening of September 19th, when a serious attack was made 
against the 7th Brigade line. The main turce of the attack broke against the position of the Ist 
Wilshire on the western slope of the spur above Vailly. The Wiltshire men repulsed the attack 
Successfully. Further to the right the enemy gathered menacingly in front of the 3rd Worcestershire 


(2) Other casualties during the day were 1 killed and 5 wounded. Casualties of 2nd Worcestershire on September 
19th were 6 wounded. 

() The losses of the Battalion on September 20th were :—-One officer killed (Lieut. A. W. Hudson) and one mortally 
wounded (Captain R. W. Pepys, died next day), three officers wounded (Captain C. E. L. Porter, Lieut. H. S. 
Lowe, 2/Lieut. O. C. Guinness). Other ranks-—6 killed, 5 wounded, 16 missing. Lieut. Lowe subsequently 
died of his wound. 

“cand “D” companies on the hill lost 2 killed and 4 wounded. A reinforcement arrived, the third which 
the battalion had received, 93 men under 2/Lieut. E. V. C. Preedy. 


(4) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire :—September 16th, 7 killed, 9 wounded. September 17th, Captain L, C. Dorman 
and 6 men wounded. September 18th, 1 wounded, 1 missing. 
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3rp on the crest of the spur. An advanced post of the Battalion fell back on the main trench line, and 
for some time the whole line blazed with musketry. But the enemy did not come on against that 
fire, and presently the fighting died down (a). 

Next day (September 20th) came more serious fighting. Early in the morning the enemy's 
guns opened a heavy bombardment followed by infantry attacks. Once again the enemy attacked 
the Wiltshire line on the left of the Worcestershire and this time the attackers succeeded in penctrating 
the front line. The Wiltshire had a desperate fight and their Battalion Headquarters was surprised 
by a party of the attackers. Still further to the left the line of the Royal Insh Rifles was broken. 
Two platoons of the 3rd Worcestershire were sent to support the stricken flank. They became 
involved in the fighting and suffered heavily. The two platoon commanders (b) were killed with 
many of their men. 

While that sharp fighting had been in progress on the left flank of the 38rd Worcestershire 
a similar struggle had taken place on the right flank of the Battalion. On that flank a dense belt of 
wood fringed (c) the crest-line of the spur across which the Battalion was entrenched. Beyond 
that dense but narrow belt of wood the hillside sloped downward to the vallcy beneath. Other 
British troops were in the valley but they were out of touch, separated by a gap of half-a-mile down 
the steep hill-side. 

That gap in the British line had been recognised as dangerous, and a detached observation 
post had been established by the Battalion on the further side of the wood. 

Soon after the firing had begun on the left flank of the line the detached outpost beyond 
the wood came hurrying in. They had observed a large force of the enemy advancing into the 
northern end of the wood. To stem the enemy’s advance a platoon of ‘“D” Company was led 
by Captain H. St. J. Jefferies into the wood. 

The undergrowth was dense, and at first nothing was seen. Then suddenly, within twenty 
yards, there crashed into sight a German under-officer—a great bearded man wearing a spiked 
helmet. A British private fired and brought him down. More of the enemy caime crowding on 
through the wood, and for several minutes there was fierce and rapid firing. The enemy was in 
strength and the Worcestershire platoon slowly fell back to the western side of the wood. There 
they held on for some time, reinforced by two more platoons of “ D” Company under Lieut. C. 
Henry. Then they fell back across the open to a new position on the edge of a little hollow, facing 
the wocd and about a hundred yards from its western edge. The three platoons thus formed a 
defensive flank on the right of the Battalion. 

The enemy lined the edge of the wood, and a close and deadly fire-fight ensucd. Lieut. 
Henry was shot dead, 2/Lieut ‘I. P. Muspratt was wounded and many of their men were hit ; but 
the survivors held firm and their musketry kept the enemy at bay. 

Presently the firing slackened and then ceased. Scouts went warily forward: no shots 
were fired. The enemy had withdrawn. Doubtless the failure at other points had resulted in 
the attack being countermanded ; and Captain Jefferies’ little force, which had secmed doomed to 
annihilation, were lett in possession of the battleground. The wood was full of German dead—more 
than forty were counted lying in the undergrowth. The casualties of ‘‘D’’ Company were over 
80 killed and wounded (d). 

Next day, the 2Ist, was, as far as the 3rd Worcestershire were concerned, a quiet day, broken 
only by some shelling at midday which caused two casualties. 


On the night of the 21st/22nd several changes were made in the distribution of the British 
Army on the Aisne. On the right flank of the British line the 2nd Division was relieved in its 
position by the Ist Division ; further to the left, in the line of the 3rd Division, the hardly-tried 
7th Brigade was relieved by the 16th Brigade (e). As a result of these redistributions both Battalions 
of the Worcestershire were that night relieved and withdrawn across the river. 


News of the relicf reached the 5th Brigade at 5 p.m. on the 2lst, and two hours later the 
2nd telief commenced. The 2nd Worcestershire handed over their positions to the Ist Coldstream Guards 
of the Ist Brigade. Before midnight the relief was complcte and the 5th Brigade had formed up 


(a) Casualties of 3rd Worcestershire on September 19th were 1 killed and 12 wounded. 

(b) Lieuts. H. J. G. Gilmour and C, C. Harrison. 

(c) Tins wood is now (1925) more extensive than in 1914. The undergrowth has expanded across the open and now 
covers the scene of the fight about to be described, and the spot where Lieut. C. Henry was killed. 

(d) Besides the three otticers whose deaths are recorded above, the casualties of the Battalion on September 20th 
were officially reported as 21 killed, 37 wounded and “ about 20" missing; but, on the evidence of living 
survivors, this total is much understatel. The actual loss seems to have been about 150. 

(e) Of the 6th Division. 
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in column of route on the road to Bourg. The Brigade marched back across the river, and after 
two hours of marching the weary troops reached their destination (a), the little village of Dhuizel. 
There in the farmhouse of La Cour des Moines the 2nd Worcestershire found billets. 

At Vailly the orders for the relief of the 7th Brigade were received during the afternoon of 
the 2lst. The 3rd Worcestershire were relieved about midnight (b) and marched back across the 
river to bivouac near Braine. Thence the next afternoon they were sent forward and relieved 
the Ist Norfolks in an outpost position, covering Chassemy and watching the Condé Bridge. In 
that position the Battalion remained till the night of the 24th, when(c) they marched back into billets 
at Augy. 


Both the Worcestershire battalions then lay in their billets for some days, resting and 
refitting, cleaning arms and accoutrements. This was the first real rest that either Battalion had 
been able to enjoy since the beginning of the campaign (d). 

That period of rest was not undisturbed. During the night of the 24th/25th the 5th Brigade 
was moved out from their billets at Dhuizel to entrench a reserve position on the southern bank 
of the river, which was completed during the following days. The mornings of the next two days 
(26th and 27th) were spent in “ standing by ”’ in billcts, ready to reinforce the line beyond the river, 
where heavy firing could be heard. 

On September 29th the enemy’s long-range artillery suddenly bombarded Dhuizel. One 
shell went through the roof of the house in which the officers of the 2nd Worcestershire were billeted 
and another fell outside the door; but, to the general amazement, not one of the twelve officers 
in the house at the time was injured (e). The bombardment caused some casualties in other buildings(f) 
and orders were given for the Battalion to withdraw temporarily to Vauxtin on the other side of 
the hill. There the Battalion lay till dark, when they returned to Dhuizel, and took over different 
billets. Next day (30th) the Battalion moved over to Vauxtin at dawn, but returned again to 
Dhuizel after dark. 


The last fighting in the Aisne valley which the British forces were to see that year took place 
on September 27th, when the right flank of the British line about Chivy was unsuccessfully attacked. 
There was heavy firing all along the front, and a false alarm of a German attack across the bridge 
at Condé caused the 3rd Worcestershire to be roused from their billets at Augy. 

The Battalion was hastily ordered forward and marched by La Grange Farm to the Bois 
Ancienne and thence onwards to a covered position near Chassemy behind the outpost line ; but 
the alarm proved unfounded, and eventually the Battalion returned to billets. Next day there 
was a similar alarm, causing a similar move ; but again no fighting resulted ; and then for two days 
the companies rested quietly in their billets. 


By September 30th the last flickers of the Battle of the Aisne (g¢) had died down, and thence 
onward for many months that lovely river valley witnessed no serious fighting. There was a continual 
Interchange of sniping shots, and occasionally a burst of gunfire echoed and re-echoed among the 
oes hills, but there were no further attacks. The opposing forces stood fast in their defensive 
ines, 

_ The position was curious. The Allied forces had succeeded in crossing the river and in 
Maintaining their precarious foothold on the heights beyond ; but the crest line of those heights was 
securely held by the German forces. Both sides had learned by bitter experience the defensive 
Power of modern weapons, and neither side was willing to sacrifice in a direct attack the fresh troops 
Which could be more usefully employed in turning the open flank of the enemy's position. So the 

efensive lines on the Aisne heights were stablized and strengthencd, while every available Division 
of the two opposing Armies was sent westwards and northwards to work round the outer flank of 
enemy. Here we cannot tell in detail how, during the last weeks of September, the opposing 


(4) At 1.30 a.m. (b) By the 2nd Leicestershire. (c) Relieved by the 2nd South Lancashire. 
(@) For their bravery and good work during the battlé of the Aisne the following N.C.O's. and men of the 2nd 
Battalion were awarded the D.C.M.:-——C.S.M. A. Bradish, C.0 M.S. W. Vandficld, Sergt. J. Parcoe. 
Although two subalterns who were hali-way down the stairs were hurled through the door at the bottom into the 
dining-room amid a cloud of smoke. (f) 1 killed, 4 wounded. 
(@) The official date for the end of the Battle of the Aisne is September Isth, the subsequent engagements being 
classed as separate ‘‘ Actions on the Aisne Heights.” 
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French and German commanders threw fresh Army Corps into the battle on their open western 
flanks ; how those fresh troops marched, clashed and became close-locked in an ever-extending 
battle-line, which stretched northwards from the Aisne country, across the uplands of Picardy and 
Artois to the low lands of Flanders. 

As the French Armies extended their flanks northwards, and as the fighting came nearer and 
ever nearer to those Channel ports which stand over against the English coast, the Allied commanders 
decided to move the British Expeditionary Force from its position in the Aisne valley to a fresh area, 
once more on the left of the French battle-line—a position which would shorten the communications 
of the British forces and which would enable them to guard directly the vital Channel ports. That 
decision was made during the last days of September, and on October Ist orders were issued. 

The IInd Corps was to be the first to move. The 3rdand 5th Divisions were to be withdrawn 
from the line and were then to march westwards to the area between Compiegne and Senlis, there to 
entrain for Flanders. The positions held by the IL.id Corps were to be taken over by the Ist and 
IIrd Corps, which would extend their flanks inwards. 


Those orders affected both the Worcestershire battalions. To extend the front of the 
Ist Corps all reserve battalions had to be brought up into line, and in consequence the 2nd 
Worcestershire were ordered forward from their billets at Vauxtin. Marching after dark on 
October through St. Mard and Cys, the Battalion crossed the River Aisne by a new pontoon bridge 
immediately south of Chavonne and relieved the Ist Irish Guards in the trenches east of the Farm 
of La Cour de Soupir. 


On October Ist the 83rd Worcestershire had been ordered forward to take over the outpost 
line at Chassemy from the Ist Wiltshire ; but on the following day orders were received for the 
move northwards, and after dark on October 2nd the Worcestershire companies were relieved in 
the outpost line at Chassemy by the 18th Hussars. The Battalion marched back to Braine, and 
thence through the night to billets in Grand Rozoy. 

Then followed a strange period of resting by day and marching by night. Every effort 
was being made to conceal the movement of the British forces from the centre to the left flank of 
the Allied line, and in consequence no movement in daylight was permitted. Three long and 
wearisome night marches (a) took the 3rd Worcestershire from Grand Rozoy to Pont. St. Maxence. 
There the Battalion entrained on October 6th, detrained on the following day at Pont Remy and 
marched to billets in Le Plessier. Two more nights of marching (b) brought the Battalion to 
Hesdin, whence motor-lorries carried the 3rd Worcestershire forward to billets in Pernes. 


While the 3rd Worcestershire had thus been moving up to Flanders the 2nd Battalion had 
remained holding trenches on the Aisne. The days were marked by no notable event. The heavy 
bombardments of the previous week had now dicd down to a desultury gun-fire, but continuous 
sniping allowed the troops no respite from danger (c). 

Meanwhile arrangements had been completed for the relief of the remainder of the British 
Army on the Aisne by French Divisions. The relief was commenced on the night of the 12th/13th, 
when the front of the Ist Division and half the front of the 2nd Division were taken over; but the 
line of the 5th Brigade, on the left of the 2nd Division, was left till the following day. During the 
afternoon of October 13th officers of the relieving French battalion arrived at the Battalion 
Headquarters of the 2nd Worcestershire. Shortly before midnight the French troops arrived. 


(a) Night 4th/5th Grand Rozoy to Coyolles. Night 5th/6th Coyolles to Saintimes. Night 6th/7th Santimes to 
Pont St. Maxence. 2 
(6) Night 8th/9th Le Plessier to Regnauville. Night 9th/10th march from Regnauville to Hesdin, thence lorries to 


Pernes. 

(c) On 2nd Octcber 2 men were killed and 4 wounded. On October 5th a fourth reinforcement arrived—100 men 
under 2)Licut, W. Smyth-Osbourne ; and on the 8th the depleted ranks of the officers were made up by an 
addition of one major, two captains and four subalterns (Major M. J. J. Sweetman, Captains E. Gascoyne- 
Williams and H.C. Grimley, Licuts. F. G. Gilson and G. E.G. McClellan, 2, Licuts. F.C. 1. Biscue and G. A. 


Sheppard). 
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The trenches were handed over and the Battalion reassembled on the road behind the line. Through 
Soupir the Battalion marched, and back across the gleaming river to St. Mard, thence over the hill 
through Vauxtin to Vauxceré, which was reached at dawn of October 14th. The troops lay 
hidden all day and that evening the movement was resumed. Through Perles the 5th Brigade 
marched to Fismes and there at 9 p.m. the Battalion entrained. Their destination was as yet 
unknown. 

All that night the crowded troop-train puffed and jolted westwards. In the small hours of 
the morning an expanse of lights and buildings told the roused soldiers that they were passing through 
the outskirts of Paris. Dawn found them near Amiens, whence the train headed down the valley 
of the Somme to Abbeville, and as dusk closed down they saw the pine trees and sand dunes by 
Etaples. On through Boulogne puffed the train, with a glimpse of the sea in the dawn light at 
Wimereux and again at Calais. Thence the line turned inland once more, through St. Omer to 
Hazebrouck. There the Battalion detrained at sunset on October 16th and marched to billets 
at Morbecque through the level countryside of Flanders, 


Flanders —1914. 
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Chapter II]. FLANDERS 1914. 


LANDERS was no new battleground for the Regiment. More than two hundred years before- 
F hand, the first campaign of the Ist Battalion had ended in the capture of Ostend after 
the great victory of Ramillies ; forty years later, the 2nd Battalion had served with honour 
in the army of the Duke of Cumberland; and after Waterloo the Ist Battalion had been 
quartered for many months in the very district to which the 3rd Battalion came in October 1914. 
But the memory of another and a more recent campaign stirred the older soldiers of the Regiment 
as they studied the maps issued to the battalions. Half the place-names were Flemish ; and Flemish 
is second-cousin to English, but first-cousin to Cape Dutch. Ravelsberg, Spanbrcek, Brandhcek, 
Zandvoorde, Gheluvelt, had an unmistakable kinship with other names which the Regiment had 
known during the long years of warfare in South Africa. 

The arrival of the British forces in Flanders marked the last stage of the “‘ Race to the Sea” 
which followed the deadlock on the Aisne. The two opposing armics had extended their flanks 
northwards in rapid succession. By the beginning of October the French and German forces had 
clashed and entrenched along a line from Noyon past Amiens and Arras to the edge of the plain of 
Flanders. Across that plain German cavalry were advancing, covering the movement of larger 
forces directed upon Lille. 


The Divisions of the British IInd Corps were assembled during the first week of October 
in the area immediately west of Bethune. The 3rd Division concentrated around Chocques and 
Hinges. The 3rd Worcestershire, as we have told, reached Pernes before dawn on October 9th. 

The concentration of the British force was not then complete, and no advance was made 
for two davs. On the evening of October 10th the 3rd Worcestcrshire moved forward to the out- 
post line. The Battalion relieved the Irish Rifles and lay out all night on the heights above Pernes— 
a night broken only by the constant arrival of homeless refugees from the eastward. They told 
cf the German advance: the invaders were closing in on Lille. 

Early next morning (October 11th) the 3rd Division marched forward, down into the Flanders 
plain. The Worcestershire, after their night on outposts, were allotted the rear-most position in the 
column and the march was uneventful. Through Auchel and Zozinghem the troops marched, 
and then, after a long halt by the railway crossing at Pont du Reveillon, forward to the line of the 
Aire Canal at Hinges. On the line of that canal the Division deployed and settled down for the 
night. The other battalions of the 7th Brigade were at Hinges, but the 3rd Worcestershire lay in 
reserve, billetted at Lannoy. 

That evening ordets were reccived for an advance. The 3rd and 5th Divisions would move 
eastward and relieve the French cavalry who till then had been protecting the assembly of the 
British troops. 

The general situation was unknown and perplexing. The German advanced troops were 
close in front, pressing hard on the French cavalry. There was but little information as to the 
position of the opposing forces further east around Lille. Actually that city was already encircled 
and on the following day (October 12th) capitulated to the enemy: but not for some days was it 
known definitcly that the city had fallen. 

Pending definite news, the British and French forces attempted to advance. The British 
5th Division advanced from Bethune towards La Bassée. On their left the 3rd Division, including 
the 3rd Worcestershire, moved forward at daybreak across the low-lying valley of the Lys. 


THE BATTLE OF LA BASSEE. 


The Lys valley is not unlike the lower parts of our English valley of the Thames. The level 
countryside is broken by trees and hedges, so that views of any distance are rare. On the morning 
of October 12th the land was shrouded in a thick white mist. Through that mist the British 
brigades advanced cautiously, and it was not until midday that the 7th Brigade reached Lacouture. 
That village was held by French cavalry. Through the mist could be heard the muffled sound of 
firing in front. The French advanced troops were engaged with the enemy at Richebourg St. 
Vaast. Presently came a message from that village asking for help. 

Lack of definite orders caused an unfortunate delay, and by the time that the 7th Brigade 
received permissicn to advance Richebourg St. Vaast was in the hands of the enemy. The leading 
troops of the Brigade encountered opposition west of the village and the advance was checked. 
The 3rd Worcestershire were in reserve to the Brigade and were ordered to make a turning movement 
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against the enemy’s Icft flank. The Battalion moved forward along the western bank of the little 
River Loisne, with the intention of attacking Richebourg St. Vaast from the south. But the 
enemy had similarly extended their flank. As the leading company neared a group of houses on 
the bank of the river their advance was checked by bursts of rapid 

In succession the companies deployed and advanced to the attack ; but the ploughed fields 
were sodden and awkward to cross, the enemy’s position was difficult to ascertain, little cover was 
available and the leading platoons suffered many casualties. The advance came to a standstill and 
the companies dug in where they lay. The rest of the day was spent in a sharp exchange of fire 
until darkness fell (a). 

All night the platoons lay out in the open. Careful watch was kept, and at dawn patrols went 
forward. The enemy had fallen back. The Worcestershire made their way across the little river 
and advanced on Richebourg St. Vaast. The weather was still misty, and the fire of the enemy 
skinmishers compelled caution. About 8 a.m. the leading companies pushed into the village. On 
the far side of Richebourg St. Vaast the advance was definitely held up by fire from hedges and 
loopholed houses. It was decided that a further advance was not possible until the 8th Brigade 
on the left had come up into line ; and all day (J) the Worcestershire lay on the east front of the 
village, sniping at intervals and digging in. 


All the following day the Brigade remained entrenched around Richebourg St. Vaast without 
much incident save intermittent bombardment by the enemy ; which bombardment killed, among 
others, the Divisional Commander, Major-General Hubert Hamilton. After darkness fell, word 
came of an enemy attack, and the whole line broke into a roar of musketry. Presently the racket 
dicd down, but sharp firing continued until late into the night. 

Not till the afternoon of October 15th was it found possible again to advance. The gunners 
hitherto had been hampered by the misty weather and the difficult tlat country. Now at last they 
were able to make their weight felt, and after a sharp bombardment of the enemy’s positions the 
th Brigade moved forward. But the l4th Brigade on the right flank did not conform, and con- 
sequently the advance was soon stopped. The Worcestershire pushed forward about half a mile 
and then again were ordered to digin. The day’s work was unsatisfactory and had cost the Regiment 
dear, for Captain T. H. Hughes, one of the best officers of the Battalion (c), had been killed. 

That night reconncitring patrols went forward but found no sign of the enemy, and next 
Morning (October 16th) the 7th Brigade pushed on in real earnest. The 3rd Worcestershire, 
on the right flank of the Brigade line, advanced due east and halted for a time at the cross-roads 
south of Neuve Chapelle—little could they guess how well-known that cross-roads would be subse- 
quently ; fur that cross-roads was to mark the site of ‘' Port Arthur.’” After noon the Brigade 
moved forward again, and passed through the Bois du Biez. The eastern edge of that wood was 
occupied by the Battalion and held that night. Except for desultory sniping (d) the advance had 
been unopposed. 


Next morning (October 17th) the Brigade again advanced. Once more the hesitation of the 
brigades on either flank caused delay. In front the gently rising ground was covered with trees and 
heages. The 3rd Worcestershire pushed forward past Halpegarde, and the companies were nearing 
Le Hue when sharp bursts of fire brought the advance to a standstill. The enemy could be seen 
entrenching in front, and motor lorrics bringing up reinforcements were seen on the main road 
beyond Hues. In the afternoon a further attempt was made to advance, but the enemy’s fire was 
heavy and it became clear that advance by unsupported infantry was out of the question. After 
a bickering fire-fight in the dusk the Battalion entrenched for the night (e). 

At dawn next morning (October 18th) the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved by the Ist 
Royal West Kent and moved back, under a desultory fire from the enemy’s snipers, past Neuve 
Chapelle to billets at Pont Logy. The Battalion rested throughout the day, but that evening a 
Move was made forward to billets in buildings on the western edge of the Buis du Biez. 


(a) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire on October 12th were about 50. Captain H. R. Eliott, Lieut. A. Northey and 
15N s. and men killed ; Captain C. C. Messervy, 2/Lieut. C. Fyson and 20 N.C.O’s. and men wounded ; 
8 men reported missing. 

(b) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire on October 13th—14th were slight. October 13th—1 killed, 5 wounded, 2 missing. 
October 14th—2 killed, 6 wounded. 

(¢) Captain Hughes had previously been Adjutant of the Battalion, and had proved himself a first-rate soldier and a 
fine sportsman. After being hit he was carried back under heavy fire by C.S.M. T. F. Slim, who himself was 
wounded in so doing ; but that brave effort unfortunately did not avail to save his life. C.S.M. Slim was 
awarded the D.C.M. Other casualties during the day were 4 killed and 22 wounded, the latter including 
Captain H. St. J. Jefferies and 2;Licut. 1. 1. Pritchard. 

(d) Casualties were 2/Lieut. R. H. Melville Lee and one man wounded. 

(¢ Casualties were 2/Lieut. F. L. Hastings-Medhurst and one man killed, 16 wounded, 
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Forty-eight hours of comparative rest (a) brought officers and men back to fighting trim. 
Bcfore dawn on October 20th the Battalion marched forward, and relieved the Royal West Kent 
in their former trenches. 

The intervening two days had witnessed no appreciable change in the position of the 7th 
Brigade. All attempts to advance had been checked by the tire of the enemy, who had been rein- 
ferced. Two fresh German divisions (0) had in fact been brought up into the opposing line, with 
orders to attack. 

While the 3rd Worcestershire were settling into their trenches, a thunder of gun-fire to the 
northward told of the opening of the German attack (c). When daylight came the guns on the 
front of the 7th Brigade opened fire. During the day the enemy’s infantry began to advance. But 
the fire of the Briush artillery was very effective, and in no case did the attack reach the British 
trenches. The 3rd Worcestershire hela their front with ease and were able to detach one platoon 
to reinforce a Lancashire battalion on the rigitt, whose pusition was none of the best. The Royal 
West Kent were brought up from reserve io support the right of the Brigaue line. At nighttall 
Colonel Stuart orderea the Worcestershire companics to do everything possible to strengthen and 
improve their defences: a precaution which was destined to save the Battalion from disaster. 


y The night was ominously quiet. Dawn (Oct. 2Ist) was just beginning to filter through a 
thick ground tog when a storm ot wild firing from the battaon on the right was followed by a 
stampede cf their men back past the right tiauk of tiie Worcestershire. The line was broken, they 
cried, and everyone must retire. In the imst the mght flank company of the Worcestershire wheeled 
back as best they could to forin a defensive tlank. “fhe new position was hardly ready when, mixed 
up with the last of the retiring Lancasiure men, the advancing Germans blundered into the line of 
the Worcestershire. A strange dim battle ensued. Parues of the enemy would loom out of the 
nust to be bayonetted or shut down at close quarters. Drawn by the sound of the firing, the 
majority of the onconung Germaus whecled to uur mght and soon came pressing round the outer 
flank ot the fighting rigitt hand cupany. Pusiung inwards round the open tlank, the enemy found 
their way into the fava in which Battalion ficuuquarters of the 3rd Worcestershire had been 
established. Colonel Stuart and the Battalion staft extricated themselves in the nick of time (4), 
and Moved of necessity forward to the fring line, Where the front companics were beating off attack 
after attack by steaay inusketry fro then strengthened defences. A simultaneous German attack 
round the left Hank of the battalion also gained ground, and the left flank company was 
forced to fall back a little in order to fori a uciensive Hank, 

in the mist strange things happened. The attacking Germans, fired at from all sides, soon 
lost their sense cf directiun and whccied about in groups and small parties. Two of the crack shots 
ot the Battalion ensconced themselves in a covered spot and were able methodically to pick off many 
of the bewildered eneiny (e) as they appeared through the mist. 

Fortunately the Koyal West sent held their ground behind the stricken right flank, and 
the men of the Signal Secuon and of Brigade Headquarteis, hasuly formed into a thin firing line 
by Lieut. A.C. Johnston(/) of the Worcestershire, were able tu stop the enemy from advancing further, 
Graduawly the must cleared ; and asit thinned vie enemy’s aitacking troups found themselves hemmed 
in on three sides by hre. Yhey abandoned the struggle and teu back trough the gap they had 
made. By nvon ine grouna ii rear of vie Worcestershire had been cleareu of the enemy, and 
Baualion Headquarters hau vcen re-established in the farm. Then preparauons were made to retake 
the lust trenches: whicn proved a very dillicult business. ‘ue enemy's fire wus heavy, and all 
advances had to be inaue by short ruslivs of small parties across the open; but before dark the 
Battalion line had been regained. Wich the assistance of the Ist Wultslure the left flank company 
of une Worccstershire re-established their position. On the right a company of the Royal West 
dsent had pushed forward with great aash io the ground behina the lost trenches. Aided by the 
re of the Royal West Kent, the rigat tank company of the Worcestershire succecded in recovering 
their old line. But the evening was one of anxicty for there was still a large gap on the right where 
the Lancasiure battalion had veen, and the enemy's shelling and sniping were incessant. Shortly 
attcr dark the enemy stormed forward again, but the Bactalion still held firm and the attack was 


(a) The rest was not undisturbed. Heavy firing on the morning of October 19th caused an alarm and the Battalion 
spent that morning m a reserve position on the eastern cage of the Buis du Biez. 

(2) The German 13th ang 14th Divisions, 

(¢) dhe fust attack of the enemy was against the 2/Royal Irish at Le Pilly, three miles to the northward. The 
irish battahon was isuiated and, after a most gallant delence of nearly twelve hours, was practically annihilated, 

(4) Breaktasts had just vee couked and had to be abandoned. When the farm was revccupied an nour later all 
ranks Were dioguatcd tu ind that their meal had been consumed by the enemy. 

(e) The two marksmen (v.9..4. P. ‘I. Blond and Sergt. J. K. Jewsbury) claimed to have shot down between them 
over fifty of the enemy, 2 

(f) Then Brigade Signal Officer, For his gallant leadership Lieut. Johusua was afterwards awarded the M.C. 
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easily repulsed. Then the firing subsided into desultory sniping and it was possible to count the 
losses. Those of the 3rd Worcestershire were heavy—over a hundred in all, including seven officers (a) 
—but they were light compared with thcse of the broken Lancashire battalion, which had lost 
more than five hundred. The fight deserves to be remembered by the Regiment as one of the 
clearest instances in which steady valour, discipline, and previous labour well spent proved able 
not only to save the Army from disaster but the Regiment itself from needlcss loss. 


For the moment the position had bcen restored ; but the general situation was one of great 
danger. The British 3rd and 5th Divisions were extendcd in a thin and shallow line across the wide 
front from Aubers to Givenchy. The enemy had the advantage in numbers and imposition. The 
enemy’s reinforcements were fresh: the Bvitish battalions were wearied by ten days of continuous 
operations. A renewed attack by the enemy was probable. So it was decided to evacuate the 
forward line and to withdraw to a bettcr position further back. 

Orders for the withdrawal rcached the 3rd Worcestershire abcut midnight. The Royal 
West Kent moved back first and took up the new line near the Bois du Biez. Then the Worcester- 
shire companics filed out of their trenches, asseanblcd and marched back. The Battalion had been 
ordered back into reserve and passed through the new dcfensive line to quarters in buildings west 
of the wood. Officers and men flung themselves down to sleep, but before 9 a.m. (Oct. 22nd) they 
were roused again. 

On the right the retirement of the Sth Division had lagged behind that of the 3rd Division. 
At dawn the encmy had again attacked all along the line. On the front of the 3rd Division the 
enemy's attack had struck only the abandoned trenches from which the troops had been withdrawn, 
but at Violaircs the Cheshire of tie 5th Division had not yet withdrawn when they met the weight 
of the enemy's onslaught. The line thcre had given way, and the Sth Division was asking urgently 
for help. The only reserve battalion of the 31d Division had to be sent to their assistance, and so 
at ¥.3u a.m., the 3rd Worcestershire again moved forward, this time to the cross-roads at La Tourelle. 

Under orders from the 5th Division a counter-attack was organised against Rue du Marais. 
Two companics of the 3rd Worcestershire led by Colonel Stuart went forward to reinforce the 
D.C.L.I. who were fighting in the hedgerows and ditchcs just north of that little village. Subse- 
quently the reinaining two companies were brought up. But the Manchester on the right, who should 
have joined in the attack, could not get furward ; it proved impossible to establish communication 
with Brigade and Division under the enemy’s heavy shell-fire ; and consequently it was impossible 
to ubtain artillery support. Presently it became clear that all hope of pressing home the counter- 
attack must be abandoned. Nevertheless the 3rd Worccstershire clung to the northern edge of 
Rue du Marais throughout the day (0), and checked by rifle-fire any attempt of the enemy to advance. 

After dark came orders to revire. The line of the 5th Division had been adjusted to run 
with that of the 3rd Division on the left and to that new line the weary troups fell back unpursued. 
The 3rd Worcestershire were then definitely attached to the 5th Division, and the companies took 
their place in the line of that Division. The position which they entered (c) had already been partially 
prepared. All night officers and men laboured at the trenches, and the work was continued during the 
following day (23rd), under constant sniping and shell-fire from the enemy. 


Thence forward till the end of October the Battalion remained in those trenchcs. The enemy 
advanced up to the new line and a series of ininor attacks against the front of the 5th Division were 
made and were beaien off. Sniping and shelling were incessant. 

Late on the afternoon of October 26th, the enemy’s gun-fire suddenly increased in intensity. 
Shells burst all along the linc : the weary troops gripped their rifles and prepared to mect an attack. 
No attack struck the front of the 3rd Worcestershire, but a mile to the northward the enemy in 
front of Neuve Chapelle attacked in earnest, stormed the British trenches and fought their way 
into the village. A British counter-attack was only partially successful. 

Then for three days ficrce fighting raged around Neuve Chapelle. The 3rd Worcestershire 
were not heavily aitacked but the situation was one of great anxiety. Attack and counter-attack 
followed in succession to the left of the Battalion’s position and the heavy firing continued. The 
village of Neuve Chapelle was secured by the enemy, a strong British counter-attack on October 
28th was repulsed, and that evening the German infantry tried to exploit their success by extending 


(a) 3 officers killed (Lieut. W. A. Underhill, 2/Lieuts. E. C. V. Battle and T. H. Galton) and 4 wounded (Captain 
E. L. D. Brownell, Captain P. S. Stewart (1. A.M.C.), 2/Lieut. R. C.Wynter and 2/Lieut. M. K. St. J. Carpendale), 
together with 13 of the rank and file killed, 63 wounded and 29 missing. 

() During the day the 3rd Worcestershire lost 4 killed, together with Lieut. J. C. Pickersgill-Cunliffe and 13 men 
wounded. 

(¢) The approximate position of the Battalion is shown on the sketch map. 
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the front of their attack further to the south. But their fresh attack did not succeed. At the 
cross-roads south of Neuve Chapelle the Royal West Kent made a magnificent defence against a 
converging attack. Further to the right, attacks against the 3rd Worcestershire were shot down (a). 
Next morning (October 29th) the enemy attacked again, through thick mist, but again were beaten 
back. Then the fighting died down and the following twenty-four hours were quiet. 


Meanwhile the newly arrived Indian Corps had been brought up behind the exhausted 
battalions of the IInd Corps, and on the 29th arrangements were made for the Indian troops to 
take over the line. In the early hours of October 3uth the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved by the 
Leicestershire of the Garhwal Brigade. The Worcestershire marched back to Le Touret and reached 
billets there at dawn. They rested till noon of the same day, and then marched north to 
Lacouture, where the 3rd Worcestershire rejoined the 7th Brigade. 

The 3rd Division was now being transferred to the northern side of the Lys Valley, and at 
2 p.m. the same day (30th) the 7th brigade marched from Lacouture, through Vieille Chapelle, 
Lestrem and Estaires to billets at Doulieu. Thence the following day the Brigade moved still 
further back to Merris, where the 3rd Worcestershire found billets for the night. 

The fighting around La Bassée had cost the Battalion more than three hundred casualties, 
including eighteen officers(d). 


Ce 


Meanwhile, further north, the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment had been making history. 


While the Divisions of the British IInd Corps had been engaged in the fighting around La 
Bassée, the British IIIrd Corps (c) had been brought into line on their left and had advanced down 
the valley of the Lys to Armentiéres. There, as at La Bassée, the British advance had been checked 
by the arrival of German reinforcements. 

The British Ist Corps had been the last to be withdrawn from the Aisne. The two Divisions (d) 
of the Corps were brought north to Flanders during the second week of October. They arrived 
just as the advance of the IInd and IIIrd Corps was checked, and the British Commander-in-Chief 
decided to use the Ist Corps to outflank the enemy in the Lys Valley by an advance through Ypres 
south-eastward towards Menin (e). On October 19th the 2nd Division was concentrated around 
Poperinghe in preparation for the advance. 


THE BATTLES OF YPRES, 1914. 


We have told how the 2nd Worcestershire arrived in Flanders on October 15th. The Battalion 
spent the next four days in billets around Hazebrouck (f)._ At dusk on October 19th the 5th Brigade 
marched northwards to Poperinghe, where the Battalion reached billets about midnight. 

Early next morning (October 2Uth) the advance began. The 5th Brigade (g) acted as flank- 
guard to the 2nd Division and marched forward from Poperinghe across flat wooded country, through 
Elverdinghe to Boesinghe. As they marched they saw away to their right the spires and towers 
of the little city of Ypres. 

At Boesinghe the column halted while arrangements were made to carry out the first of 
the allotted tasks, the occupation of the Pilckem Ridge. That low ridge was already more or less 
occupied by French territurial troops, and further to the front the British 3rd Cavalry Division 
were operating around Passchendaele. The Sth Brigade proceeded to entrench along the crest of 
the ridge, on a line from Pilckem northwards to Stcenstraate. Further to the right were the 4th 
(Guards) Brigade, which had formed the advanced guard of the Division. All that day a distant 
thunder of gun-fire had been heard to the southward. As evening came on, the French Territorials 
withdrew behind the line of the British brigades, and an ever-increasing swarm of homeless refugees 
came thronging westward through the entrenched position. A chilling drizzle ushered in a dark 
wet night, which passed without incident save fur the intermittent flash and rumble of gun-fire 
on the Menin Road. 


(a During the eight days of October 23rd—-31st the 3rd Worcestershire lost 17 killed, 47 wounded and 3 missing. 

(b) 7 officers and 54 men killed, 11 officers and 213 men wounded, and 40 missing. 

(c) The lilrd Corps consisted of the 4th and 6th Divisions. (d) Ist and 2nd Divisions. 

(e) This was the original intention ; but information received during October 19th of enemy forces further north 
around Bruges led to a modification of the plan (Ct. the Othuial History Vol. 11. Page 137). 

(f) October 15th and 1th at Morbecque. October 17th—19th at Gudewaersvelde. : 

(g) Under the command ot Lieut.-Colonel C. B. Westmacott of the Worcestershire. The Battalion was commanded 
by Major E, Bb. Hankey. 
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Od. 1914. THE ENCOUNTER BATTLE. 


That gun-fire, the tales of the refugees and the reports from the British cavalry in front all 
indicated the approach of strong hostile forces. In actual fact the British advance from Ypres 
towards Menin was being met by a counter-thrust of the enemy (a) from Menin to Ypres. At the 
same time other German forces (b) were advancing on Ypres from the north-east. 

Information received as to the menace from the north-east had resulted in changed orders 
for the 2nd Division. The Division was now to advance towards Roulers to meet the oncoming 
enemy. The Ist Division would support the left flank of the advance. 


THE BATTLE OF LANGEMARCK. 


At dawn of October 21st the advance began. The 2nd Worcestershire moved forward from 
the Pilckem ridge to the cross-roads north of St. Julien. There a long halt was made while the Ist 
Division came up into line on the left. British cavalry reported that the enemy were close in front 
and intermittent firing could be heard, but trees and hedgerows obscured the view. 

By 9.30 a.m. all were ready to resume the advance; but the long delay (c) had enabled the 
enemy’s advanced troops to push forward almost up to the position of the halted Brigade. The 
leading platoons of the Worcestershire (d) had advanced only a few hundred yards when their 
movement was checked by sharp bursts of fire from the hedges in front. A confused fight followed, 
with much firing and many rushes of small bodies of troops from hedge to hedge (¢). Reinforcements 
were hurried up by both sides, and rapid firing became general all along the line. Many men were 
hit, advance became more and more difficult, and the platoons were forced to dig cover with their 
entrenching tools. Away to the left the advance of the Ist Division had similarly been held up 
around Langemarck. 

Fighting lasted all day, both sides endeavouring to gain ground. The platoons in front 
line suffered severely. Lieutenant F. G. O. Curtler, a very brave young officer, was shot dead while 
directing the fire of his platoon. Sergeant D. M. Owins took over his command and, although himself 
wounded soon afterwards, continued the fight most gallantly throughout the day (f). 

By nightfall (g) all four companies of the 2nd Worcestershire had been drawn into the firing- 
line, which was extended among the hedgerows about a mile north-east of St. Julien. Picks and 
shovels were brought up after dark, and the troops set to work to make their position more secure. 
Throughout the night they laboured. Firing continued at intervals, and the work of entrenchment 
was interrupted by several minor attacks, which were all beaten off. 


At dawn on October 22nd the enemy opened a furious bombardment, and the work of com- 
pleting the trenches was continued under a rain of shells and bullets. The enemy’s infantry had 
been reinforced and made several attempts to get forward, but each time they were beaten back 
by the musketry of the British battalions, who held their ground all day in spite of a heavy bombard- 
ment from the German howitzers. The trenches dug overnight provided adequate cover and the 
actual casualties were not heavy (h),but the constant concussion of bursting shells in all directions 
made the defence of the position most trying. As darkness fell, the enemy's infantry swarmed 
from their trenches and charged. The main force of the attack struck against the left of the Brigade 
line. There the Oxfords and the Highland Light Infantry succeeded in holding their ground, and 
the Worcestershire had small difficulty in driving back bv fire the enemy on their front. Night fell, 
but the bombardment and the attacks did not cease, and firing continued intermittently all through 
the hours of darkness. 


_. Next morning (October” 23rd) the bombardment increased to a storm of shell-fire. That 
third day of battle proved the most trying day that the Battalion had yet experienced. Officers 
and men were worn out with lack of sleep, and crouched in the battered trenches, dazed and stunned 


SS See 


(a) the German Sixth Army. (b) The German Fourth Army. (¢) The Brigade had remained halted for over 
three hours. ; 

(@) The Worcestershire and Oxfordshire L.I. were leading, with the Connaught Rangers and H.L.I. in support. 
Later the H.L.I. were brought up on the left flank of the Brigade. 

() In a hand-to-hand fight among the hedges Lieut. KE. A. Haskett-Smith was knocked over and captured, The 
closeness of the fighting prevented the enemy sending him back, he was kept in the forward trenches, and 
after dark he succeeded in escaring. 

(f) Sergt. Owins was awarded the D.C.M. 

(s) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire on October 20th were 18 killed, including Lieut. Curtler and the Medical officer, 
Capt. R. H. Nolan, R.A.M.C., 39 wounded and 3 missing. 

(4) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire on October 2Ist were returned as 2 killed, 4 wounded and 1 missing. 
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by the concussion of bursting shells. But the fighting spirit of the troops was unimpaired, and 
Private C. E. Lively in particular earned general admiration by the fearless way in which he carried 
messagcs across the open despite the bombardment (a). 

On the left of the Brigade front the great shells blew the British trenches to pieces and at 
dusk the enemy’s infantrv again attacked. But the battalions of the 5th Brigade were still unbeaten, 
and once more before their musketry the attack withered away. That last attack apparently 
exhaustcd the enemy’s strength; no further onslaught was attempted and the ensuing night was 
fairly quiet (b). 

Meanwhile French reinforcements had been sent to the assistance of the hard-pressed British 
line. It had been arranged that the French troops should come up on the left of the British Army 
and should tclieve the Ist Corps, releasing its two Divisions to strengthen tic British line further 
south, 


The relief of the Sth Brigade was cariied out duing the night of the 28rd/24th. The bulk 
of the Brigade was relieved by French troops at 11 p.m., but the 2nd Worcestershire were left to 
the last, to cover the withdrawal of the British guns, and did not leave their trenches until dawn 
next mcrning. Shrapnel and rifle-fire made the relief difficult, but eventually it was completed 
and the French troops had taken over. In the diin light of dawn the Battalion assembled behind 
the line and tramped off to rest, a column of uttcrly weary men, unwashed, unshaven and caked 
with mud. Through St. Julien and Wieltje they plodded, through St. Jean and thence to that 
“Halte’’ east of Ypres where the railway crosses the Menin Road—the place which afterwards 
the whole Army was to call “ Hell-fire Corner.” There the rest of the 5th Brigade were found lying 
in bivouac. The Battalion arrived at the bivouac lines at 8 a.m., cheered by the prospect cf rest 
and food. They were told that they might expect three days rest; but that rest was destined 
actually to last for about twenty minutes. Breakfasts were not yet ready when urgent orders 
caine to move forward again at once. 

East of Polygon Wood the line of the 7th Division (c) had been overwhelmed by a massed 
attack, and the enemy were pouring through the gap into that wood. The 5th Brigade must advance 
at once, ran the order, and must drive them out. 

The tired troops fell in and moved cff. The 2nd Worcestershire led the Brigade as they 
advanced along the Menin Road to Hooge, and thence to the western edge of the Polygon Wood. 
On the slope in front of the wood the Brigade deployed for the counter-attack ; the Worcestershire 
on the left and the H.L.I. on the right, with the Oxfordshire L.I. and the Connaught Rangers in 
Teserve. 


POLYGON WOOD. 


The counter-attack was not easy to arrange. There was no exact knowledge of the situation 
in Polygon Wood or on its further side. It was believed that there were many British troops in the 
wood besides the attacking enemy. To avoid shooting our own men instructions were given not 
to fire in the wood but to use only the bayonet. The platoons fixed bayonets and deployed into 
line. Then the order was given to advance, and the Worcestershire and H.L.I. pushed into the 
wocd. 

Polygon Wocd in 1914 (d) was a thick wood of pine trees, with dense undergrowth of oak, 
beech and chestnut. So dense was the undergrowth that from the start it was difficult for the 
companies to keep formation. The ordered line was broken by the thickets ; touch with the H.L.I. 
was lost, and it became clear that they had not kept pace. The disorganisation became serious, 
although no enemy had yct becn met, until Major Hankey eventually called a halt, and ordered 
the ccinpanies to fall back out of the wocd. 

When the Battalion was again assembled Major Hankey reformed the disordercd line. Then, 
taking post with his Adjutant in the centre of the line, he ordcred all to kecp direction by hiin and 
led the Battalion again into the wood. The H.L.J. had likewise reorganised, but in the subsequent 
advance their left flank Jost distance and eventually followed behind the right flank of the Worcester- 
shire, who now pressed resolutely forward. 


(2) Pte. Lively was awarded the D.C.M. 

(b) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire on October 23rd were returned as 16 killed, 22 wounded and 10 missing The 
latter were almost certainly killed and buried by the shells. 

(c) The 7th Division had been fighting heroically against great odds on the line of the Menin Road since October 20th 

(a) The wood has now been entirely destroyed and replanted. 
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08.1014 POLYGON WOOD. 


Suddenly in the dense wood the advancing platoons encountered the leading trcops of the 
enemy (a2). A swift and murderous fight ensued at close quarters ; and the struggle grew more and 
more desperate as reinforcements for each side forced their way through bushes and brambles intu 
the fight. At one point a party of the Worcestershire charged chcering. The cheer echoed through 
the wood and was taken up all along the line. Everywhere the men of the Regiment plunged forward 
with the bayonet and the Germans gave way. Back through the wood they were driven, 
and after them in a long ragged line came the Worcestershire, shooting and stabbing, hunting out 
the broken eremy from behind trees and bushes and cheering fiercely as they charged forward. 
For over half a mile the pursuit continued. Then, as the wood began to thin and daylight showed 
between the trees, sharp bursts of fire from the edge of the open ground brought the advance to 
astop. The fierce cheering which had demoralised the enemy's infantry in the wood had also 
served to warn the German reserves on the far side, and cn the edge of the wood the Battalion met 
astorm of shrapnel and machine-gun bullets. The companies took up the best position they could 
on the eastern edge of the wood and there dug in. On the left of the Battalion line touch was gained 
with the Scots Guards of the 20th Brigade. Presentlv the H.L.I. came up and continued the line 
tothe right. A detachment of the Worcestershire under Captain R. J. Ford and Lieutenant R. E. 
Vyvyan had become separated in the wood and eventually took up position still further to the right 
near Polderhoek Chateau, where they organised a defensive position with some remnants of the 
Royal Warwickshire and of other regiments who were still holding their ground. Thus the line 
remained until darkness fell and the fire of the enemy’s guns died down (8). 


During the night it was decided that next day the 2nd Division should attack the enemy’s 
position east of the wood. To the northward the French 17th and 18th Divisions were about to 
attack towards Passchendaele. To support this advance the 4th and 6th Brigades were ordered 
forward. The 4th (Guards) Brigade were to pass through the line of the 5th Brigade and attack the 
Reutel spur; the 6th Brigade were to attack at the same time on their left. 

Delays occurred on the morning cf October 25th and the attack did not take place until 
dusk, Throughout that day the 5th Brigade hcld their new positions under a heavy fire from the 
enemy's r'fles, machine-guns, and heavy howitzers. At 7 p.m. the Guards advanccd through the 
line of the 5th Brigade to the attack. But the enemy contested cvery yard and the Guards could 
gain ground no further than the western slcpe of the Reutel spur. With nightfall a heavy rain 
came down, and all night the officers and men of the 2nd Worcestershire, soakcd to the skin, watched 
from their trenchcs through the falling rain the flashcs on the slope some three hundrcd yards in 
front where the Guards were digging in.- 

Next morning (October 26th) at 1] a.m. the 5th Brigade, whose front was now covered by 
the Guards, were ordered to withdraw into reserve. The 2nd Worcestershire moved back through 
Polygon Weod (c), and the Brigade concentrated in bivouac near the south-west corner of the wood, 
not far from Veldhoek (d). 

Further north the French Divisions had been pressing thcir attack on Passchendaele. In 
the belief that the encmy there were on the point of collapsing, orders were sent to the Gth Brigade 
to press forward and to the 5th Brigade to support their attack. Those orders canic at 4 p.m. on 
October 26th, The 5th Brigade accordingly fell in, marched to a position north-east cf the Polygon 
Wood and made ready to attack. The move was not completed until 5.30 p.m. By that time 
darkness had already fallen and the attack of the 6th Brigade had failed. After a shcrt halt the 
5th Brigade turned about and marched back to their bivouac near Veldhoek. 

On the following day (October 27th) the same experience was repeated. Throughout that 
morning the 5th Brigade lay in their bivouacs, undisturbed save for the burst of a few shells in 
their vicinity. Orders for attack were issucd at 1] a.m., and at 2.30 p.m. the Brigade again marched 
to the previous position in support of the Gth Brigade. But the attack was cancelled and the Brigade 
Teturned to bivouac, leaving the Connaught Rangers behind them at Molenaaresthock. 

The next morning (28th) passed without incident, but that afternoon at last the long-delayed 
attack took place. Orders were issued at 1.20 p.m. and the battalions of the 5th Brigade marched 
independently to the northern corner of Polygon Wood. At 3 p.m. the attack commenced, led by 
the Connaught Rangers, with the H.L.I. in close support. The Worcestershire and Oxfordshire 


{a) The German 244th Reserve Regiment. 

(b) The casualties of the Battalion in the counter-attack were heavy, about two hundred in all. The figures sent 
in next day were much under-estimated. Six otficers were hit--Major Sweetman, Lieuts. Gilson, Heymann 
and Pope, 2/Lieut. Smyth-Osbourne, and 2/[.icut. Field. Over a hundred of the enemy were afterwards 
counted dead inside the wood ; most of them were found to have been killed by the bayonet. 

(c) The wood was full of dead, German and British, and the movement of the companies was retarded by the many 
bodies lying in the thick undergrowth---"' a nightmare of a wood ” (P.S.G.W.). 

(4) During October 25th and 26th the enemy's shell-fire had cost the Battalion 1 killed and 5 wounded. 
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Light Infantry remained in reserve under cover in a clearing in the wood. The attack of the two 
leading battalions broke down under a devastating shell-fire, which caused also some casualties to 
the troops in reserve (2). The attack was then abandoned. That evening the Rangers and the 
H.L.I. remained in the forward trenches. 

On the following day (October 29th) the Brigade made another attempt to attack: but 
the enemy’s gun-fire was so overwhelming that the Rangers and the H.L.I. could not advance from 
their trenches. The Worcestershire and the Oxfordshire Light Infantry remained all day in reserve. 


While those abortive attacks had been in progress north of Polygon Wood, the enemy had 
been massing fresh forces further south, in the neighbourhood of the Menin Road. There 
the German artillery fire was steadily increasing in intensity. The battalions holding the British 
front line at that point had been enduring for ten days an ordeal of unexampled severity. They had 
suffered heavy losses, and the survivors were in no condition to withstand a fresh attack. 

To meet the threatened thrust along the Menin Road, it was necessary to make new dispositions. 
It was urgently necessary to provide a reserve, in case the overstrained front line should give way ; 

sand in the afternoon of October 29th the 5th Brigade was temporarily broken up. The two battalions 

already in the front line (the H.L.I. and Connaught Rangers) were placed under the orders of the 
6th Brigade commander, who was instructed to maintain his position at all costs. The other two 
battalions of the 5th Brigade were brought back into Divisional Reserve west of the Polygon Wood. 
Next day (October 30th) the Oxfordshire Light Infantry were sent down to reinforce the line further 
south, and the 2nd Worcestershire were left alone in reserve at the west corner of Polygon Wood. 
All that day the Battalion lay inactive (b), listening to the thunder of gun-fire beyond the wood, 
thunder which continued unabated until darkness fell. 


THE BATTLE OF GHELUVELT. 


Daybreak of October 3lst was calm and clear. The 2nd Worcestershire, in their reserve 
Position west of the Polygon Wocd, were roused early by the crash of gun-fire. The troops turned 
out, breakfasts were cooked and eaten, weapons were cleaned and inspected. Then for several 
hours the companies lay idle about their billets, listening to the ever-increasing bombardment and 
watching the German shrapnel bursting in black puffs of smoke above the tree-tops. 

The 2nd Worcestershire were almost the last available reserve of the British defence. Nearly 
every other unit (c) had been drawn into the battle-line or had been broken beyond recovery ; and 
to an onlooker that last reserve would not have seemed very formidable. The Battalion could 
muster not more than five hundred men. Ten days of battle had left all ranks haggard, unshaven 
and unwashed : their uniforms had been soaked in the mud of the Langemarck trenches and torn 
by the brambles of Polygon Wood: many had lost their puttees or their caps. But their weapons 
were clean and in good order, they had plenty of ammunition, and three months of war had given 
them confidence in their fighting power. The short period in reserve had allowed them sleep and 
food. That crowd of ragged soldiers was still a fighting battalion, officers and men bound together 
by that proud and willing discipline which is the soul of the Regiment. 


Hour by hour the thunder of the guns grew more intense. Stragglers and wounded from 
beyond the wood brought news that a great German attack was in progress. The enemy’s infantry 
were coming on in overwhelming numbers (d) against the remnants of the five British battalions, 
together mustering barely a thousand men, which were holding the trenches about the Menin Road. 

Before midday weight of numbers had told. The Queen’s and the Royal Scots Fusiliers 
had fought to the last, the Welch and the K.R.R.C. had been overwhelmed, the right flank of the 
South Wales Borderers had been rolled back. Gheluvelt had been lost, and a great gap had been 
aly in the British line. Unless that gap could be closed the British army was doomed to 

isaster. 


(a) The 2nd Worcestershire lost 2 killed and 15 wounded, 

(6) A few shells struck near the Battalion during the day and two men were wounded. 

(c) The Ist King’s Regiment and two companies of the Ist Royal Berkshire had also been drawn back into reserve ; 
but both units were very weak and much exhausted. 

(a) Cf. the Othcial History Vol. 11. Page 316. Thirteen German battalions took part in this attack, of which six 
were fresh and at full strength. 
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2 The two leading companies swept 


forward across the open, the officers leading on in 
front, and behind them their men with fixed 
bayonets in one long irregular line men fell 
at every pace: over a hundred of the Battalion 
were killed or wounded ; the rest dashed on iG 
(page 33). 
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’ The counter-attack at Gheluvelt 


The rush across the Polderhoek ridge. 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday in the possession of the Regiment. 
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he Oc. 1914 THE COUNTER-ATTACK AT GHELUVELT. 


So serious was the situation caused by the loss of Gheluvelt that orders were issued for the 
British artillery to move back, in preparation for a general retreat. At the same time it was 
decided (a) that a counter-attack against the lost position should be made by the 2nd Worcestershire. 


Brigadier-General C. FitzClarence, V.C. (6), was in command of the front about the Menin 
Road. Soon after midday he sent for an officer of the 2nd Worcestershire to take orders. Major 
Hankey sent his Adjutant, Captain B. C. Senhouse Clarke. 

Twenty minutes later Captain Senhouse Clarke returned, bringing word that the Battalion 
would probably be wanted for a counter-attack, and that meanwhile one company was to be detached 
to prevent the enemy from advancing up the Menin Road. 

“A” Company was detailed for the latter duty. Led by Captain P. S. G. Wainman, the 
company advanced at 12.45 p.m. (c) to a position on the embankment of the light railway north- 
west of Gheluvelt. The company held the embankment during the following two hours, firing 
tapidly at such of the enemv as attempted to advance beyond the houses. 

About 1 p.m., Major Hankey was summoned by General FitzClarence, and was given definite 
orders. The 2nd Worcestershire were to make a counter-attack to regain the lost British positions 
around Gheluvelt. General FitzClarence pointed out the Church in Gheluvelt as a landmark for the 
advance, explained that the situation was desperate and that speed was essential, and ordered his 
Staff Captain, Captain A. F. Thorne of the Grenadier Guards, to guide the Battalion on its way. 

At 1.45 p.m. Major Hankey sent off the Battalion scouts, under Lieutenant E. A. Haskett- 
Smith, to cut any wire fences across the line of advance. Extra ammunition was issued, and all’kit 
was lightened as much as possible, packs being left behind. Then bayonets were fixed, and at 2 p.m. 
the Battalion moved off in file, led by Major Hankey and Captain Thorne, along under cover of the 
trees to the south-west corner of Polygon Wood (4). 


From that corner of the wood the ground to the south-eastward is clear and open, falling 
to the little valley of the Reutelbeek and rising again to the bare ridge above Polderhoek. That 
tidge hid from view the Chateau of Gheluvelt, and the exact situation there was unknown; but 
further to the right could be seen the Church tower rising amid the smoke of the burning village. 

The open ground was dotted with wounded and stragglers coming back from the front. In 
every direction German shells were bursting. British batteries could be seen limbering up 
and moving to the rear (e). Everywhere there were signs of retreat. The Worcestershire alone 
were moving towards the enemy. But the three companies tramped grimly forward, down into the 
valley of the Reutelbeek. 

Beyond a little wood the Battalion deployed, “‘C ” and ‘“ D”’ Companies in front line, with 
“B’” Company in second line behind—about 370 all told (f). In front of them rose the bare slope 
of the Polderhoek ridge. The ridge was littered with dead and wounded, and along its crest the 
enemy’s shells were bursting in rapid succession. Major Hankey decided that the only way of crossing 
that deadly stretch of ground was by one longrush. The companies extended into line and advanced. 

The ground underfoot was rank grass or rough stubble. The two leading companies broke 
into a steady double and swept forward across the open, the officers leading on in front, and behind 
them their men with fixed bayonets in one long irregular line. As they reached the crest ,the rushing 
wave of bayonets was sighted by the hostile artillery beyond. A storm of shells burst along the 
ridge. Shrapnel bullets rained down and high-explosive shells crashed into the charging line. Men 
fell at every pace: over a hundred of the Battalion were killed or wounded: the rest dashed on. 
The speed of the rush increased as on the downward slope the troops came in sight of Gheluvelt 
Chateau close in front. The platoons scrambled across the light railway, through some hedges and 
wire fences, and then in the grounds of the Chateau they closed with the enemy. 


(a) Cf. the Official History Vol. II. page 322. The situation had been foreseen and the counter-attack had been 
planned beforehand. 

(6) Commanding the Ist (Guards) Brigade. Technically the 2nd Worcestershire, belonging to the 2nd Division, 
were not under his orders. General Lomax, commanding the Ist Division, had directed General FitzClarence 
to order the Worcestershire into the fight. 

(c) The other officers of “' A '’ Coy. were Lieut. E. C. R. Hudson and 2/Lieut. G. A. Sheppard. 

(d) Afterwards known as ‘“ Black Watch Corner.” 

(6) For instance the 57th and 116th Batteries, which had been in action that morning near the southern edge of 
Polygon Wood, had been ordered back to new positions near Veldhoek. The order was issued after midday, 
and the two batteries on their way back passed close to the advancing Battalion. 

(f) Including eight officers—Major E. B. Hankey (commanding), Captain B. C. Senhouse Clarke (Adjutant), 
Captain E. L. Bowring, Captain H. C. Grimley, 2/Lieut. F.C. F. Biscoe (“°C Coy.), Captain R. J. Ford 
("D” Coy.), Captain E. G. Williams (‘‘ B"’ Coy.) and 2/Lieut. C. H. Ralston, Lieut. E. A. Haskett-Smith, 
the Battalion Scout Officer, had preceded the three companies. 
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The enemy were ill-prepared to meet the charge. The German infantry were crowded in 
disorder among the trees of the park, their attention divided between exploring the out-houses and 
surrounding the remnant of the British defenders ; for the musketry of the defence still swept the 
lawn in front of the Chateau. The enemy’s disorder was increased by a sharp and accurate fire of 
shrapnel from British batteries (a) behind Polygon Wood. 

The Germans were young troops of newly-formed units (b). Probably they had lost their 
best leaders earlier in the day, for they made no great attempt to stand their ground and face the 
counter-attack. They gave way at once before the onslaught of the British battalion and crowded 
back out of the grounds of the Chateau into the hedgerows beyond. Shooting and stabbing, “ C” 
Company (c) of the Worcestershire charged across the lawn and came up into line with the gallant 
remnant of the South Wales Borderers. 

The South Wales Borderers had made a wonderful stand. All day they had held their 
ground at the Chateau (d) and they were still stubbornly fighting although almost surrounded by 
the enemy. Their resistance had delayed and diverted the German advance, and the success of 
the counter-attack was largely due to their brave defence. 

The meeting of the two battalions was unexpected. The Worcestershire had not known that 
any of the South Wales Borderers were still holding out. Major Hankey went over to their 
commander and found him to be Colonel H. E. Burleigh Leach, an old friend. With him was their 
second-in-command Major A. J. Reddie, brother of Major J. M. Reddie of the Worcestershire. ‘‘ My 
God, fancy meeting you here,” said Major Hankey, and Colonel Burleigh Leach replied quietly 
“Thank God you have come.” 


The routed enemy were hunted out of the hedges (e) and across the open fields beyond the 
Chateau. ‘“C” and “ D” Companies of the Worcestershire took up position in the sunken road 
which runs past the grounds. ‘‘ B”’ Company was brought up and prolonged the line to the right. 

But the village of Gheluvelt, on the slope above the right flank, was still in the enemy’s hands. 
Most of the German troops in the village seem to have been drawn northwards by the fighting around 
the Chateau ; but a certain number of Saxons of the 242nd Regiment had remained in the village, 
whence they opened a fire which took the sunken road in enfilade. To silence that fire Major Hankey 
sent fighting patrols from the front line into the village. Those patrols drove back the German 
snipers and took some prisoners (f): but it became clear that the position in the sunken road would 
be unsafe until the village was secured. Accordingly Major Hankey sent orders to Captain 
Wainman that ‘‘ A” Company were to advance from their defensive position and occupy the village. 
Captain Wainman led forward his company and, after some sharp fighting among burning buildings 
and bursting shells, occupied a new line with his left flank in touch with the right of the position 
in the sunken road and his right flank in the village, holding the church and churchyard. Thence he 
sent forward patrols to clear the village. Those patrols, led by a tall young subaltern, 2nd Lieutenant 
G. A. Sheppard, worked forward from house to house till they reached the cross-roads at the eastern 
end of Gheluvelt. It was not possible permanently to occupy the centre of the village, for it was being 
bombarded by both the German and the British artillery. On all sides houses were burning, roofs 
falling and walls collapsing. The stubborn Saxons still held some small posts in the scattered houses 
on the south-eastern outskirts. Nevertheless the enemy’s main force had been driven out, and the 
peril of a collapse of the British defence about the Menin Road had been averted. 

The German forces made no further effort that day to retake Gheluvelt. The reason for the 
enemy’s inaction is not clear. It is possible that the very boldress of the counter-attack may have 
given the impression that the Battalion was but the first wave of a stronger force, and possibly 
the enemy may have stood on the defensive to mcet that imagined attack. Furthermore the British 
artillery maintained throughout the afternoon a heavy fire on the low ground east of Gheluvelt (g), 
a fire which may have disorganised the enemy and which probably hampered the transmission of 


(2) The 9th, 16th and 17th Batteries of the XLIst Brigade R.F.A. 

(6) The 244th and 245th Reserve Regiments and the 16th Bavarian Reserve Regiment. 

(c) ‘'C” Company were led by Captain E. L. Bowring, closely followed by 2/Lieut. F. C. F. Biscoe. 

(d) The right flank of the S.W.B. had been forced back about midday when the troops on their right were over- 
whelmed, but on their left the Ist Scots Guards held firm and the S.W.B. recaptured the Chateau grounds 
by a counter-charge. 

(e) Among those specially distinguished for gallantry in that fighting were Sergts. G. Ellisand A. E. Kemp: both 
received the D.C.M. 

(f) In that fighting Sergt. F. Sutton showed great bravery. Attacking a German machine-gun single-handed he 
captured one of its team and put the gun out of action. Sergt. Sutton was subsequently awarded the D.C.M. 
During that patrol fighting in the village, Lieut. Haskett-Smith was severely wounded and Sergt. G. F. Poole 
was killed. 

(g) The 57th (Howitzer) Battery maintained throughout the afternoon a steady bombardment with H.E. on the 
Kruiseecke cross-roads, The fire was directed by a F.0.O. near Polderhoek Chateau and effectively prevented 
the movement of German reinforcements. 
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Gheluvelt 


31st October 1914 


The meeting of the 2nd Worcestershire with the Ist South Wales Borderers 
in the grounds of the Chateau 


From the painting by J. P. Beadle in the possession of the Regiment 
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Gheluvelt 


31st October 1914 


The meeting of the 2nd Worcestershire with the Ist South Wales Borderers 
in the grounds of the Chateau. 


From the painting by J. P. Beadle in the possession of the Regiment. 
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information and orders: indeed the vagueness of most German accounts of the fighting at Gheluvelt(a) 
suggests that the position in the village was not ascertained. In such circumstances, with the 
situation obscure, young troops discouraged and hostile shell-fire unsubdued, it is no easy matter 
to organise a fresh attack (6). Perhaps some commander of importance was disabled or some vital 
line of communication severed. Whatever the reason, the result was that the enemy’s action during 
the rest of the day was limited to a violent bombardment, which fortunately caused but little loss. 
The 2nd Worcestershire held firm on the ground they had won, while behind them General Fitz- 
Clarence reorganised his troops and made preparations for further resistance. 


Evening came on. From his position in the village Captain Wainman sent out patrols to 
the right to gain touch with any troops who might be there. But no communication with any 
other unit could be established (c), nor did any other British troops come forward to the position 
held by the Battalion. 

About 6 p.m. came fresh orders from General FitzClarence. The General had decided to 
withdraw his defensive line from the forward slope of the ridge at Gheluvelt to a new position further 
back at Veldhoek where the trenches would be sheltered from direct observation of the German 
artillery. 

The order was sent along the line. Arrangements were made in conjunction with the South 
Wales Borderers and the retirement was begun. One by one, at intervals of ten minutes, the 
companies withdrew from their positions. In the darkness they assembled under cover and then 
tramped back along the Menin Road to Veldhvek. The withdrawal was not realised by the enemy, 
and was carried out without interference, save for the intermittent bombardment which continued 
throughout that night (d). As the last company of the 2nd Worcestershire marched back out of 
the village, several of the houses were still burning, and the darkness was torn at intervals by the 
blaze of bursting shells. Four long years were to pass before the bayonets of the Regiment (e) 
were again to sweep through the ruins of Gheluvelt. 


At Veldhoek the Battalion halted in the darkness, deployed facing east and began to entrench 
the new position. Presently troops of the Ist Brigade relieved the Worcestershire, and the Battalion 
drew back into reserve. Officers and men lay down where they halted, and slept the sleep of 
exhaustion. 


The day’s fighting had cost the 2nd Worcestershire a third of the Battalion’s remaining 
strength, for 187 of all ranks (f) had been killed or wounded ; but their achievement had been 
worthy of that sacrifice. Their counter-attack had thrown back the enemy at a moment which the 
British Commander-in-Chief afterwards called “ the worst half-hour of my life (g).” In all pro- 
babilicy that counter-attack had saved Ypres from capture and the British army from defeat. It 
had been a desperate measure to retricve a desperate situation; and no one could have foretold 
Its extraordinary success in paralysing the German advance. 

That success was not achieved by the 2nd Worcestershire alone. Success would hardly have 
been possible but for the brave defence of the South Wales Borderers and the supporting fire of the 
artillery, Nevertheless it stands to the perpetual credit of the Regiment that at the darkest hour 
of that great battle, when all others around them were in retreat, our war-worn officers and men 
went forward unflinching to meet unknown odds, and by their devotion saved the day. 


ef 


Throughout the following morning (November Ist) the Battalion lay resting in reserve. 
Y gun-fire opened with the dawn and continued throughout the day. The enemy’s infantry 
°ccupied the evacuated ruins of Ghcluvclt and pressed on till stopped by fire from the new British 
Position ; which was then fiercely bombarded by heavy howitzers. But the enemy made no attempt 
au Come to close quarters along the Mcnin Road. 


Heavy 


'4) Cf. the German official monograph on ** Ypres.” 

(0) Compare the failure to develop the British counter-attack against Rue du Marais ten days before (see page 27). 

{c) The troops on the south of the Menin Road had fallen back about half-a-mile into the woods along the Bassevillebeek. 

(‘) The evacuation of Gheluvelt was not discovered by the enemy until dawn next morning (November Ist), Then 
the village and the Chateau were occuj ied by the 242nd Reserve Regiment, who dove out a few remaining 
British stragglers. 

(e) See page 454-5. Gheluvelt was retaken by the 4th Battalion of the Regiment on 27th September, 1918. 

(f) Including three officers wounded—Captain E.G. Williams, Lieut. E. C. RK. Hudson, Lieut. E. A. Haskett-Smith, 

(3) “1914,” by Lord Ypres, Page 253. In recognition of the gallantry shown at Polygon Wood and Gheluvelt, 
the following awards were made :—-Major E, B. Hankey to be Brevet Lt.-Colonel, Captain B. C. Senhouse 
Clarke to be Brevet Major. Captain E. L. Bowring, the D.S.O., and the M.C. to Captain Rk. J. Ford, Lieut. 
G. A. Slaughter and Lieut. E. W. Carrington, R.A.M.C. 
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To the right, among the thick woods in the valley of the Bassevillebeek, the situation was 
more serious. A strong German attack struck the right flank of the British 7th Division. The 
wearied troops gave way, and a gap opened in the British line. 

In response to a request for help, the 2nd Worcestershire were sent to assist the 7th Division. 
The Battalion marched back, first to Hooge Chateau and then southward to a large farm east of 
Zillebeke. By the time they arrived the situation had temporarily been restored, and the Battalion 
remained in reserve throughout the night. 


Next day (November 2nd) the enemy’s attacks were renewed. After a heavy bombardment 
from dawn to midday, the enemy again attacked in force and broke the line. The Worcestershire 
were ordered forward. The Battalion advanced to the valley of the Bassevillebeek: then ‘‘ A ”’ 
Company was led forward by Captain Wainman. The company delivered a counter-attack through 
the woods, met and drove back the enemy and came up into line with the Border Regiment, which, 
though reduced to a quarter of their strength and almost surrounded, were still holding their ground. 
“A” Company remained in the front line until long after dark. About midnight they were relieved 
and the Battalion again moved back into reserve (a). 


Then for three anxious days the Battalion remained in reserve to the 7th Division, busily 
working at the construction of a rear system of defences under intermittent shell-fire (b). In front 
and on either flank the gun-fire flared up at intervals to the deafening thunder which told of local 
attacks and counter-attacks ; but no great thrust was delivered by either side. French reinforce- 
ments had come up, and the arrival of the Indian Corps further south had set free the British 
brigades in the Lys Valley to relieve the worn-out battalions at Ypres. 

On the 6th November the 7th Division was relieved in the line by brigades of the 3rd and 
5th Divisions. The Worcestershire were relieved by the Duke of Wellington’s and were set free 
to return to their own Division. From their position east of Zillebeke the Battalion marched back 
to the west corner of Polygon Wood. On the way the marching column came under shell-fire and 
suffered some twenty casualties. 

After a day in reserve, the Battalion (c) moved forward at nightfall on November 8th and 
relieved the Connaught Rangers in the front line trenches north-east of the Polygon Wood. In 
those trenches the Battalion remained until November 15th. That period was one of continual 
strain to men exhausted by three wecks of battle. Day and night the trenches were shelled. By 
November 10th the enemy had sapped forward to within bombing distance at one point and 
commenced to throw hand grenades—the first which the Battalion had yet encountered. All 
along the line the enemy were beginning to use bombs. As yet the British army had no suitable 
missile with which to retort, and the troops in the forward trenches had a very unpleasant time for 
some days under a fire to which they could not reply. 


THE BATTLE OF NONNE BOSSCHEN. 


The night of November 10th/11th was fairly quiet, but just before dawn the enemy’s artillery 
opened a terrific fire. The 2nd Worcestershire manned their trenches and awaited attack; but no 
attack developed against the position of the Battalion nor was the shelling severe on their part of 
the line : the enemy’s batteries were concentrated on the Menin Road and the ground to the south- 
ward, and their fire heralded a massed attack. 

All day the Battalion remained on the alert, listening to the thunder of gun-fire and 
the rattle of distant musketry. There was much sniping, bombing and intermittent shell-fire. 
Not until after dark was any definite news obtained. Then it was learnt that the enemy 
had broken the line about Veldhoek but that afterwards they had been checked and thrown 
back by counter-attacks. In those counter-attacks a conspicuous part had been played by the 
Battalion’s old comrades the 2nd Oxfordshire Light Infantry (d). The line had been restored 
and the situation saved: but General FitzClarence, the hero of the defence, had been killed. 

The night which followed was pitch dark and bitterly cold, with heavy rain. The firing 
died away altogether, and for the first time in three weeks the guns were silent. 


(a) Casualties, 2nd Worc. Nov. Ist and 2nd—2 killed, 21 wounded, 3 missing. 

(b) Casualties 2nd Worc. Nov. 3rd—5th :—1 killed, 3 wounded. 

(c) From Nov. 6th to Nov. 15th the Battalion was under command of the 6th Brigade. 

(d) Some details of the 2nd Worcestershire—cooks, batmen and transport drivers—took part in the famous counter- 
attack of the Oxfordshire Light Infantry which drove back the Prussian Guard. 
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Gheluvelt Church as it appeared during the battle. 


From a sketch made by Colonel A. C. Lovett of the Ist Gloucestershire, reproduced by kind permission of Mrs. Lovett. 


GHELUVELT 


Ruins of the Church after the battle. The Chateau after the battle 
(comfare the picture facing page 34). 


These two photographs are here reproduced through the courtesy of our brave opponents, the 242nd (Royal Saxon) 
Reserve Infantry Regiment, in whose Regimental History they first appeared. 


Digitized by Google 


SI oA 


- iV ores8 6 


elusitiT eto - 
- ml 


3IM3RIIIA 


We aardnasT rleitinS: 
WA) re nem 


"eee! Hailin8) -xo1gGA «, 
+ idiz0q 
TT neMI39] od 19876 
-Tdgit 


Digitized by Google 


No. 12 


La Basse Ville 


e 


Tilleuls 


role 


d 
age 


nts 
C) 
os 


a ot 
td bgt 
os soci 


REFERENCE 


: (British acoave 
erman X——x- 


Pro 
iticas! 
Peer the 


Noo.1914. FLANDERS 1914. 


The battle of Nonne Bosschen was the last great attack of the Battles of Ypres. Thereafter 
the fighting died down. Bitter cold and driving rain marked the following days. The trenches 
became filled with mud and water, and the worn-out troops suffered exceedingly. The enemy, 
equally miserable, made no attempt to attack ; but sniping and bombing continued at intervals, 
and patrols crept out over the mud to reconnoitre the opposing lines. On the second night after 
the battle a German patrol was surprised and its leader was shot down. On his body were found the 
field glasses of Captain R. W. Pepys of the Battalion, who had fallen, it will be remembered, two 
months before in the fighting on the Aisne: a strange freak of fate. 
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Meanwhile further south the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment had been experiencing some 
bitter fighting. The bulk of the troops of the 3rd and 5th Divisions had been withdrawn into reserve 
about Bailleul after their relief by the Indian troops in the La Bassée area. The two Divisions 
had suffered in staff as well as in fighting troops, and on November Ist came orders that, as a 
temporary measure, the 3rd Division was to be broken up. Divisional Headquarters were to remain 
at Meteren, but the three Brigades were to be attached to other formations. One Brigade (the 8th) 
was to hold the line near Neuve Chapelle under the orders of the Indian Corps, one (the 9th) was 
to be put at the disposal of the Ist Cavalry Corps, then operating in the Kemmel—Messines area 
and the third Brigade (the 7th) although temporarily retained in reserve near Bailleul, was to come 
under the command of the 5th Division. 

From that last Brigade (the 7th) the 3rd Worcestershire were (November Ist) detached 
to the support of the 4th Division. In the fighting of the previous fortnight the 4th Division had 
captured Armentiéres and the area around Ploegsteert Wood, but was now with difficulty holding 
a line covering those two localities. On its left flank after fierce fighting the Cavalry Corps had been 
forced back that morning from the Wytschaete—Messines Ridge, and by midday of November 
Ist the line of the 4th Division formed a pronounced salient, with Ploegsteert Wood in the angle. 
Against that salient enemy pressure was increasing, and help was needed. 

Orders to move reached the 3rd Worcestershire in Merris early on November Ist. Later in 
the morning the Battalion was carried in motor busses, to billets in Neuve Eglise. Thence at dusk 
the Battalion moved forward through Le Romarin to bivouac in reserve just west of Ploegsteert 
village. ‘‘D” company was then sent forward to the support of the East Lancashire, who were 
being hard pressed at the south-east corner of Ploegsteert Wood. 

Next morning (November 2nd) the Battalion (less “‘D’’ Company) was moved forward 
to a covered position near the Chateau of La Hutte. There they were well within the salient formed 
by the Ploegsteert Wood, and the sound of firing was continuous from every direction. The Battalion 
lay in reserve throughout the day. ‘‘ D” Company rejoined, and at dusk the 3rd Worcestershire (a) 
moved forward to the firing line and relieved the Ist Hampshire in trenches on the eastern edge of 
Ploegsteert Wood. 


Then followed four days of great discomfort. The trenches were shallow and were already 
water-logged. They were overlooked from the Messines Ridge on the left. Firing was constant and 
communication along the line was difficult. There were several casualties (0). : 


November 6th saw the low-lying valley of the Lys blanketed by a thick fog. All day the 
fog lasted, making it impossible at any time to see more than fifty yards. Great shells came hurtling 
through the thick air, while the men in the water-logged trenches stared ahead, firing at intervals 
into the mist and straining their eyes and ears to catch warning of attack: for it was with just such 
aid that the enemy might hope with reason to break through the line of weary men who barred 
the way to the Channel Ports. 

As the day drew on the enemy’s fire increased in intensity. By 5 p.m. night had added its 
darkness to the fog’s obscurity, while the groping troops were dazed by the blaze of bursting shells. 

The British artillery could not do much to support the troops in the front line. In the fog 
the positions of the enemy’s guns could not be located, and our guns, firing at random, could do 
ttle to prevent any concentration of attacking troops. Colonel Stuart realised the danger and 
Teported that he considered the position untenable without more artillery support; but he was 
informed that more support was not possible. 

In the darkness between 3 and 4 a.m. next morning (November 7th) a very heavy shell-fire 
Was opened on the British line east of Ploegsteert Wood. For an hour shells crashed down on the 
Battalion’s line. Then about 5 a.m. masses of German infantry came plunging through the fog. 


(2) The Battalion had been attached to the 11th Brigade. 
(0) November 3rd-5th—9 killed, 1 officer (2/Lieut. C. I’. Moore) and 22 other ranks wounded, 
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Such of the front line defenders as had survived the bombardment manned their smashed parapets 
and fired swiftly into the advancing hordes ; and on the kc ft of the Battalion line the attack was 
stopped and held. But the centre and left of the Battalion’s trenches had been practically obliterated 
by the bombardment, and there the German attack flooded over the defences of “ C’’ Company. 
Most of the defenders were killed, but a few men managed to fight their way out in the fog, and were 
able to get back to the wood behind in time to warn the reserve companies and Battalion Head- 
quarters. A counter-attack was organised at once to retake the lost trenches. The counter-attack 
met the enemy inside the edge of the wood and a confused and desperate struggle ensued. At one 
point a German platoon was surrounded and forced to surrender. From those captured German 
officers it was learnt that the attackers were Saxons ‘of the German 19th Corps (a). 

Reinforcements were brought up—companies of the Inniskilling Fusiliers and the East 
Lancashire ; later a company of the Seaforth Highlanders came up through the wood into the fight. 
But the fog prevented any proper co-ordination or any effective artillery support, and the lost 
trenches could not be regained. Eventually a new line was established in the wood and was linked 
up with the position which the left company of the Worcestershire was still holding in the original 
front line. 

Thus a small salient had been driven in the British front line, and in that salient the enemy 
firmly established themselves. All through the night of November 7th/8th the remnants of the 3rd. 
Worcestershire hung on to their position, and not until evening of the 8th was the Battalion finally 
Telieved (b). 

The losses had been very heavy—over two hundred in all, including 6 officers (c). 


The lost trenches proved impossible to recapture. An attack on them was organised by 
the 4th Division and took place on the 10th ; but three battalions heavily supported by artillery failed 
to regain the line, and the edge of Ploegsteert Wood remained in German hands. During those 
operations the 3rd Worcestershire remained in reserve billets, resting and recuperating, undisturbed 
save for some casual shelling (d). 

On the 13th November one company was sent forward towards Le Gheer to act as local 
Teserve to the Hampshire, and on the following evening the Battalion (less the detached company) 
again moved forward into the line, this time to the north of Ploegsteert Wood. The Battalion 
relieved the Somerset Light Infantry in trenches on the southern slope of the valley of the little 
river Douve, facing north towards the Messines Ridge. The Battalion held those trenches for two 
days without incident. Then during the night of November 16th/17th the 3rd Worcestershire 
were relieved by the Ist Rifle Brigade and marched south of Hill 63 westwards to billets at Petit 
Pont. There the detached company rejoined: and the Battalion, released at last from its duty 
with the 4th Division, marched at dawn. on November 17th to Neuve Eglise. There the Battalion 
was attached to the 8th Brigade. That Brigade had just been brought up to the threatened Messines 
area from Neuve Chapelle, where it had handed over its trenches to the newly arrived 8th Division. 
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The 8th Division had landed in France on November 5th/6th. Among the units of the Division 
was the Ist Battalion of the Regiment. 

The formation of the 8th Division had been commenced in September 1914. The Division 
was made up of Regular units brought home from every part of the Empire. The battalions were 
brigaded as they arrived without reference to their previous stations ; for example the 24th Brigade 
was made up by one battalion from India, the 2nd Sherwood Foresters, one from South Africa, the 
2nd East Lancashire, and two from Egypt, the 2nd Northamptonshire and the Ist Worcestershire. 


, 


The Ist Worcestershire had sailed from Alexandria on board the troopship “ Deseado’ 
on 30th September. The voyage home had not been without incident, for the French battleships 
escorting that convoy had insisted on taking their protegés to Marseilles instead of allowing them 
to go hoine via Gibraltar. But the mistake was rectified and, after a short delay at Gibraltar (e), 


(2) The 106th and 134th Regiments, together with two Jacger companies. Very brave work was done during the 
counter-attack by Pte. W. Mansell, who fought single-handcd against the advancing enemy, shooting down 
several and checking their advance. He was awarded the 1).C.M. 

(0) By the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. The Battalion moved back into reserve near ‘ Butlers House,” 
south of ‘' Hyde Park Corner.” 

(c) Killed 4 officers (Captain A. S. Nesbitt, Lieut. J. B. Vandeleur (Leicestershire Regt.), 2)Licuts. S. A. Goldsmid and 
J. M. Atkin (foresters) and 42 other ranks. Wounded 2 officers (Major H. 1). Milward and 2/Lieut. H. 
Stockley (Lercestershire Regt.) and 121 other ranks. Missing 39. This fight may be regarded as a closing 
operation of the Battle of Armentiéres 1914, although it took place alter the final date officially laid down for 
that battle. ‘The Regiment has been awarded the Battle Honour for that battle, in virtue of the presence of 
the 3rd Battalion in the authorized battle area within the prescribed dates. 

(d) Casualties November 10th 2 wounded, November 12th 1 wounded. 

(e) At Gibraltar was found the “ Carmania " refitting after her fight with the “ Cap Trafalgar.” 
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the convoy from Egypt passed unmolested up the coast of Portugal (a) and across the Bay. South- 
ampton had been the original destination, but a scare of German submarines caused the route 
to be changed, and it was at Liverpool that the Battalion arrived at 9.15 p.m. on October 16th. 
The night was spent in disembarking the troops and stores, and at dawn next morning (October 17th) 
the Battalion entrained for Winchester. 

Then followed an uncomfortable fortnight of training at Hursley Park near Winchester, 
where the 8th Division was in process of formation. At noon on November 5th the Division marched 
out of Hursley Park to Southampton. Through the streets of that town the march of the long 
column was watched and cheered by large crowds. The Battalion marched down to the docks 
and went straight on board the transport ‘‘ Maidan” (b). Just before midnight the ship sailed. 

At dawn next morning the troopships carrying the 8th Division reached Havre. There 
the Battalion remained on board the transport for two days, first in the open roadstead and then 
alongside the docks. The delay was due to lack of facilities for landing the horses and heavy 
vehicles of the Division. 

On the morning of November 8th the Ist Worcestershire disembarked and were accom- 
modated in a huge shed at the dock side. Not till 5 p.m. next day (November 9th) did the Battalion 
entrain for the front. The train slowly journeyed through Abbeville to Berguette, which was 
reached after dark on the 10th. The Battalion detrained and found billets close to the railway 
siding. 

i Next day the Battalion marched twelve miles through Merville to Neuf Berquin. There for 
three days the Battalion lay in billcts while the other units of the Division assembled. 


It had been decided that the 8th Division should come into the front line on the left of the 
Indian Corps. On November 14th the 24th and 25th Brigades of the 8th Division marched forward 
to the front line and relieved the 8th and 14th Brigades. The Ist Worcestershire left their billets 
at Neuf Berquin and marched through Estaires, Rouge Croix, Croix Barbée and St. Vaast to the 
trenches facing Neuve Chapelle. There after dark the Battalion relieved the Ist Royal Scots of 
the 8th Brigade. The relief was made difficult by heavy enemy fire, and not until the dawn was it 
Possible adequately to take stock of the position. 

Since the fierce fighting around Neuve’ Chapelle at the end of October the line there had 
not greatly altered ; but fighting had been continuous and had precluded any real consolidation 
of the position. As a result the position held by the Battalion was both uncomfortable and dangerous: 
it was one, side of a sharp salient of which the apex formed the right of the Battalion’s line. The 
apex of that little salient was at the cross-roads south of Neuve Chapelle which the Royal West 
Kent had held two weeks before (c), and there a semi-circular tangle of battered trenches had become 
known as “ Port Arthur.” The name was not inapt, for at that point the enemy trenches were 
within fifty yards, the exchange of fire was constant, and casualties were numerous. Thence to 
the left the Battalion lined the western side of the main road from La Bassée to Estaires as far as 
the cross-roads at Pont Logy. The position was peculiar, for on the left half of the line there were 
no real trenches but only the sloping side of the road embankment, some ten fect high. On the 
top of that embankment the men lay down to fire. At the foot of the embankment there were 
already some improvised shelters, but the troops were exposed to enfilade fire from the enemy 
trenches facing the other arm of the salient, where the trenches of the Indian Corps ran south west- 
ward from ‘“ Port Arthur” parallel with the Rue du Bois. On the left of the Battalion a wide 
gap separated their position from that of the next battalion in the line, whose trenches ran from 
near Pont Logy north-eastward, facing the German trenches around the village of Neuve Chapelle. 

At dawn that morning (November 15th) the enemy's hcavy howitzers bombarded the 
Battalion’s line. The bombardment proved trying to the troops new to war ; for the straight line 
of the main road was a target difficult to miss, and the sloping embankment provided no cover from 
the great shells. Before nightfall the Battalion had suffered some thirty casualties (d). 

Thenceforward for the next few days the Battalion was shelled continuously, and there 
were several sharp little fights with the enemy's patrols (e). 


(2) From Gibralter onwards the convoy was escorted by H.M.S. “ King Alfred.” 

(6) The following officers embarked with the Battalion :—Lieut.-Coloncl A. E. Lascelles (commanding), Major 
E.C. F. Wodehouse D.S.O. (2nd-in-command), Major G. C. Lambten D.S.O., Major B. K. W. Bacon, Captain 
T. Fitzjohn, Captain C. Richardson, Captain J. H. M. Arden, Captain F. St. J. Lyrwhitt, Captain J. F. S. 
Winnington (Adjutant), Captain C. S. Linton, Lieuts. C. F. G. Crawtord, Leman, J. S. Veasey, K. W. 
Wilkins, L. H. Ruck, J. M. Monk, H. Fitz M. Stacke and E. L. G. Lawren Lieuts. F. C. Roberts, R. M. 
Slater, E. B. Conybeare, L. G. Phillips, M. A. Hamilton Cox, J. H. Tristram, H. P. Hartnoll, F. Darby, F. W. 
Young and D. King, Captain and Quartermaster C. Henson. 

(c) See pages 27-28. (d) 7 killed. 1 officer (Lieut. J. F. Leman) and 24 other ranks wounded. 

(¢) Casualties Ist Worcestershire, November 16th—19th :—13 killed, 1 officer and 26 other ranks wounded, The 
eines, 2nd Lieut. R. M. Slater, a very gallant young subaltern, was riortally wounded and died on November 

‘st. 
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While the 8th Division had been entering the battle-line at Neuve Chapelle, arrangements 
had been made for the lst Corps (Ist and 2nd Divisions) at Ypres to be relieved and to move back 
into reserve for a well-earned rest. The 2nd Division was firstly to take over the line of the Ist 
Division, and then later to follow that Division into the back areas. 

After dark on November 15th the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved in their trenches north- 
east of Polygon Wood by French troops (a) and ordered back into reserve. The Battalion marched 
through the night over bad and broken roads to Zonnebeke and thence along the railway line to 
the small wood (b) above the railway just east of Bellewaerde Farm. There the troops awaited 
the dawn and pitched bivouacs in pouring rain. 

Thenceforward the weather was to prove a worse evil than the shells of the enemy. For the 
next three days the officers and men of the 2nd Worcestershire lay in shelters in Railway Wood, 
rained on incessantly and chilled to the bone. The strain of fighting and exposure had told on all 
ranks, and it was in no pleasant mood that the Battalion heard on November 17th a rumour that 
the enemy had again broken through the front line. Two officer's patrols were sent forward to 
ascertain the situation, but the precaution proved needless and the danger passed. 


That day was to mark the end of the heavy fighting. The troops could not know that ; 
but they realised instead that that day did in truth mark the beginning of Winter; for it was 
bitterly cold, and on the following night (November 17th/18th) came sharp frost and snow. 

That frost chilled the 2nd Battalion in their shelters under the trees by Bellewaerde ; it 
forced the men of the 3rd Battalion to huddle close in their billets at Neuve Eglise; but most 
bitterly of all did it strike the Ist Battalion in the trenches facing Neuve Chapelle. 


Through four days and nights of constant wakefulness the Ist Worcestershire had held their 
line, under intermittent shell-fire and continuous rain. The cold drizzle had told bitterly on the 
troops, fresh as they were frum the dry heat of Egypt. The frost on the fifth night found officers 
and men alike weaned out (c) and soaked to the skin. After dark on November 19th the Battalion 
was relieved by the 2nd Sherwood Foresters. The exhausted troops climbed out of their trenches, 
waited numb and frozen in a snow-covered field while the Battalion assembled and then, in their 
heavy coats and equipment, staggered back with such pain as may be imagined through a world 
‘sheeted white with snow, six long miles to billets at La Gorgue. That march was long remembered 
in the Battalion (d), and to many it was the extreme limit of endurance. Not until 2.30 a.m. did 
the last stragglers crawl in along the slippery roads to their billets. Next day one man in every 
four was helpless with frost-bitten hands or feet and nearly 15U serious cases were perforce sent 
down to the base (e). Of one platoon, only thirteen men were able to stand. 


Ten miles to the northward, the 3rd Battalion lay in billets at Neuve Eglise until November 19th. 
Then the Battalion was ordered forward to support the 2nd Cavalry Division in trenches facing 
the Messines Ridge. The Battalion moved to La Clytte, and thence next day to billets just north 
of Kemmel. In that reserve position behind the front held by the cavalry the 3rd Worcestershire 
remained until November 23rd. 


Meanwhile around Ypres the long protracted struggle was nearing its end. The repulse 
of the great German attack on November 11th had left the enemy little heart to continue the 
offensive. | Heavy shelling and minor attacks continued along the whole front : but the latter were 
not so serious as to need the employment of the British reserves; and for some days the 2nd 
Worcestershire were left unmolested (f) in the little wood near Bellewaerde. 

On November 19th came orders for the trenches again. In snow and bitter cold the Battalion 
marched at dusk through Hooge eastward along the Menin Road, and relieved the Ist Cheshire 
and Ist Bedfordshire in the front line trenches immediately south of the Road. Then followed 
two days and nights of most trying conditions. The trenches were half-full of frozen water, and snow 
fell continually : but both sides kept up a constant sniping fire and there were several casualties (g). 


(a) Of the French 139th Regiment. (b) Afterwards called ‘“‘ Railway Wood.” 

(c) It must be remembered that this was not the normal “‘ trench-warfare " of the later periods of the war. There 
were as yet no deep trenches, no dugouts, no shelter from rain or shell-tire, very little barbed wire to prevent 
surprise attacks, very little ammunition and no reserves. 

(d) That march was afterwards dubbed ‘ The Retreat from Moscow.” (Battalion Diary). 

(e) In many cases fect or toes had to be amputated. This was the first appearance of “* trench-foot,”’ afterwards 
a recognised ailment. (f) Save for some long-range shell-tire. 

(g) Casualties 2/Worcestershire, November 19th—2Ist :—2 killed, 6 wounded. 
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At last came relief. Before dawn on November 2Ist French troops filed into the trenches 
and the Worcestershire moved out. The companies filed back independently to Hooge. There 
in the growing light the Battalion formed up, and then marched off westward along the Menin Road. 
By “ Hell-fire Corner’’ and Potijze they tramped, through the streets of Ypres to Vlamertinghe 
and thence southward by Locre to Bailleul, where the long march ended in billets and a well-earned 
Test. 
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November 22nd is nowadays officially accepted as the closing date of the great series of 
battles in Flanders by which the road to the Channel Ports was barred to theenemy. The exhaustion 
of both armies and the severity of the winter weather put a stop to active operations, and the fighting 
died down. By that time both sides were strongly entrenched, and for some months thereafter 
ocither army attempted any operation of strategic importance. But the close of the heavy fighting 
did not ease the strain on the endurance of the troops. To the ordeal by fire succeeded the ordeal 
by frost,and from that date onwards commenced the long physical trial of the First Winter of the War. 


The Menin Gate in 1914. 
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Chapter III. 
THE COUNTY AT WAR. 


Wire the Regular battalions of the ‘' Old Army ”’ were meeting the enemy’s onslaught in 


France and Flanders, the people of England were in the throes of the great change from 
their normal life of peace to the unforeseen conditions of war. 


The war had found the English nation unready and unprepared. The majority of the 
people had refused to believe that a great European war was possible, and had dismissed incredulously 
all warnings such as those given so earnestly by Lord Roberts. Some few indeed had hearkened 
to the veteran Field Marshal; and the energy and enthusiasm of those few had given a splendid 
stimulus to the training of the Territorial battalions, which when war broke out were ready at once 
to undertake their task of defending the homeland against invasion. 

The outbreak of War caused a great wave of patriotic feeling, and the recruiting offices 
throughout the country were thronged with eager volunteers. There were scenes of great enthusiasm 
at Worcester when the drafts of reservists left the Depot to fill the ranks of the Regular battalions. 
Then the two Reserve Battalions of the Regiment mobilized and left Worcester for their allotted 
war stations around Plymouth, and the Territorial Battalions moved off to the East Coast. 


The two Territorial Battalions of the Regiment were in their annual summer camp at 
Minehead when war was declared. They returned to Worcester by train early next day and, after 
four days of busy preparations, both Battalions entrained on August 8th for their War Stations. 

The existing arrangements for the defence of the country included the concentration of the 
greater part of the Territorial forces in the Eastern Counties to guard against invasion from over 
the North Sea ; and the 7th and the 8th Worcestershire, then commanded respectively by Lieut. - 
Colonel J. W. Garratt (a) and Lieut.-Colonel W. K. Peake, moved eastwards by stages to join the 
army which was gathering in Suffolk and Essex to defend the heart of England. 

The two Battalions moved first to Swindon and thence eastwards by way of Stony Stratford 
and Brentford to Danbury in Essex. After a month at Danbury both Battalions shifted quarters (b) 
to Maldon and remained there in billets throughout the winter. 

During that move eastwards the Territorial soldiers were invited to volunteer for service 
overseas (c), and nearly all of both Battalions gladly accepted. The spirit of patriotism was running 
very high ; and both Battalions were soon filled to overflowing with eager recruits, mixed with a 
sprinkling of old hands who had completed their Territorial engegements but who had hastened 
to rejoin the Colours. 

On August 31st it was announced that those who could not at once accept the obligation for 
service overseas were to be withdrawn from the Territorial units to form ‘‘ Second Line ” Territorial 
formations intended for Home Defence (d). The ‘ Second Line” personnel of the Worcestershire 
battalions were organized at Kidderminster and Worcester into two new units, the 2/7th and the 
2/8th Worcestershire, commanded respectively by Colonel E. V. V. Wheeler V.D. and by Colonel 

M. Dixon V.D.; and an active campaign was opened to recruit the new units up to the strength 
of full battalions. 

By that time the Worcestershire Territorial Army Association (e) had completed a recruiting 
organization all over the county : an organization directed and inspired by the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of the Association, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Richard Temple and Lieut.-Colonel H. Howard (/). 
Thanks to their efforts, local recruiting committees were established in every petty-sessional area 
and a small recruiting staff was established in each Territorial drill-hall. They were aided by nearly all 
the prominent personalities of Worcestershire. The Earl of Coventry, Lord-Lieutenant of the County, 
and his son the late Viscount Deerhurst, the late Mr. J. W. Willis-Bund, Chairman of the County 
Council, the Mayors of the Boroughs and the chairman of the Urban District Councils all gave their 


(a) Succeeded subsequently by Lt.-Col. A. R. Harman. (b) On September 19th. 

(c) Actually on August I1th while at Swindon. 

(d) The formation of those ‘‘ Second Line ’’ battalions were authorized on 31st August 1914. 

(e) Then called “ Territorial Force Association.” 

(f) On the outbreak of War, Major J. M. Reddie, the Secretary of the County Territorial Association,was ordered by 
the War Office also to assume the duty of Recruiting Officer for the County. 
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aid ; and, in particular, great service was rendered by Alderman H. Leicester, Mayor of Worcester, 
and by Alderman S. C. Lloyd, Mayor of Dudley. Many other ladies and gentlemen of the County 
either gave personal aid or sent their cars to help the work of the recruiting staff (a). 

Thanks to the energy of the officers appointed to command the new units and to the enthusiasm 
of their helpers, the ranks of the two new Territorial Battalions were filled within three weeks. The 
“Second-Line ’’ battalions busily commenced their training ; and later there arose behind them yet 
another series of formations, the “ Third Line,” intended to train reinforcements for the “ First Line” 
units when they should take the field. Presently the efforts of the County Association developed 
that ‘‘ Third Line” into two complete battalions (b), the 3/7th and 3/8th Worcestershire, com- 
manded respectively by Major W. J. Thompson and by Lieut.-Colonel J. Garnett. 

Thus before the end of the first winter of the War the Territorial organization was ready to 
Goria iar necessary forces for home defence, for training, and for reinforcements to our Armies 
in the field. 


Unfortunately those in high places at home did not as yet fully realise the strength and value 
of the Territorial spirit and the ease with which the effort of the country could be decentralised to 
the several counties. The lack of sufficient trained staff officers at the outbreak of war had caused 
the despatch to France of almost the entire staff at the War Office ; and in consequence there was 
no officer of wide views and adequate knowledge of the Territorial organization to inform the newly- 
appointed Minister for War, Earl Kitchener of Khartoum. That great soldier had served entirely 
in the East; he had no knowledge of the valuable county organization which stood behind the 
Territorial Force ; and consequently he could not realise how that organization might be employed 
to ease the burden of raising those additional forces which his clear vision saw to be necessary. The 
alternative method, that of raising new ‘‘ Regular” formations directly by the War Office, would, 
it was evident, be an immense labour of improvisation ; but in Egypt he had proved himself a master 
of improvisation ; and without asking the co-operation of the County Associations, Lord Kitchener 
set himself to the task of creating the ‘‘ New Armies.” 

Instead of being based on the existing County organisation, those ‘‘ New Armies ” were 
formed on the model of the Regular ‘‘ Expeditionary Force,” and were raised in successive series. 
Each “ New Army ” like the original Expeditionary Force, consisted of about 100,000 men, organized 
in six Divisions ; and the seventy-two battalions for those six Divisions were in each case supplied 
by forming one additional battalion to each existing Regiment. 

Thus the “ First New Army,” authorized in the first week of August, consisted of six Divisions 
numbered 9th to 14th; the “Second New Army,” authorized later in the month, included the 
15th to the 20th Divisions ; and the ‘‘ Third New Army,” whose formation was begun in September, 
contained the 2Ist to the 26th Divisions. Other additional Divisions were formed later, until 
nearly 600,000 men organized in some thirty Divisions were in process of training throughout the land. 

Each of the first three ‘‘ New Armies ” included, as we have said, one new battalion for each 
existing regiment of the Regular Army ; and thus the First, Second and Third ‘‘ New Armies ” each 
contained one new battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment. The 13th Division of the “ First 
New Army ” included the 9th Worcestershire ; the 19th Division of the ‘Second New Army ” 
included the 10th Worcestershire ; and the 26th Division of the ‘“‘ Third New Army ” included the 
llth Worcestershire. Those battalions in each case formed part of Brigades formed from Midland 
Tegiments ; and the 39th, 57th and 78th Brigades included, besides our Battalions, similar units 
from the neighbouring counties (c). 

It is idle now to say how much better it would have been to have formed through the medium 
of the County Territorial Associations a complete Brigade of new battalions for each county; a 
Brigade which perhaps might later have been stiffened by the inclusion of one of the old Regular 
battalions. The advantages of such an organization were not then realised ; and the heterogeneous 
Brigades of the “‘ New Armies ” were brought into being, despite the inevitable difficulties, through 
the energy and will-power of their great designer and the enthusiasm of all ranks. Surmounting many 
obstacles such as lack of housing, clothing or arms, the new formations organized (d) and trained 
themselves on the model of the Regular battalions of their regiment. Their training was inspired 
by a nucleus of officers and N.C.O’s. left behind when the first Expeditionary Force went overseas 


and by a great number of retired officers and soldiers who at the call of duty flocked back to the 
-olours. 


{a) Among the first to offer his aid was the late Captain Ames, a Crimean veteran and former M.F.H. 
(2) The formation of the “' Third Line ” Territorial battalions was authorized on 13th January, 1915. 
(4) 39th Brigade—9th Royal Warwickshire, 7th Glostershire, 9th Worcestershire, 7th North Staffordshire. 
dith Brigade—l0th Royal Warwickshire, 8th Glostershire, 10th Worcestershire, 7th South Lancashire. 
78th Brigade—9th Glostershire, 11th Worcestershire, 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I., 7th Royal Berkshire. 
(@) The majority of the original personnel of the 9th, 10th and 11th Battalions were raised in the County, though many 
enlisted in Birmingham. The 11th Battalion was mainly recruited in the north of the County. 
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Many of the great names of former days reappeared in the Regiment. The new 9th Battalion 
was, it is true, first commanded by a serving Regular officer, Lieut-Colonel W. E. Sykes (a) ; but 
after the sad death of Colonel Sykes the command passed in January 1915 to the veteran Lieut.- 
Colonel M. H. Nunn (8) ; Colonel A. G. Chesney, who had formerly raised the 4th Battalion, now 
raised the new 10th Battalion(c) ; and Colonel E. A. d’Arcy Thomas came back (d) as Brigadier- 
General to command the 78th Brigade, including the 11th Worcestershire (e). That Brigade, after 
a short period in camp at Sherrington in Wiltshire, moved to billets in the city of Worcester (f) ; and 
the old city, not for the first time in its honourable history, could boast a garrison of the King’s 


troops. 
* » * » * * * 


It is not possible here to tell in detail the manner in which the “ New Armies ” were raised 
and the difficulties which were surmounted in their creation. Here it must suffice to say that those 
many difficulties were successfully overcome, and that in some nine months after their first inception 
the new Battalions of the Regiment were ready to take the field. 

Inevitably that creative effort had clashed with the efforts of the County Association in the 
administration of the Territorial battalions ; and recruiting for the 7th and 8th Worcestershire 
was stopped for a time to enable the ranks of the new Battalions to be filled ; but before the first 
winter of the War was over all three “ Lines ” of the Territorial units had been filled and their training 
was nearing completion. 


In the meantime yet more “ New Army” units had been raised, and the 12th and 13th 
Battalions of the Regiment had been formed, under the command of Lieut. Colonel Sir E. H. St. L. 
Clarke (g) and of Lieut.-Colonel H. de B. Hovell D.S.O. (4). Those two Battalions originally formed 
part respectively of the Fourth and Fifth “‘ New Armies.” But before those formations had reached 
the final stages of their preparations, it was decided to convert them into training units, to supplv 
reinforcements to replace the anticipated casualties in the preceding Divisions of the “‘ New Armies.” 
So the 12th and 13th Worcestershire never went overseas, but instead sent abroad the soldiers they 
had trained in drafts to the other Battalions. 


A similar role had been played since the outbreak of the war by the old Militia Battalions— 
the 5th and 6th Battalions of the Regiment. On the outbreak of war those two “ Special Reserve ”’ 
battalions had mobilized at Worcester and had proceeded to their allotted War Stations in the 
garrison of Plymouth (1). There the half-trained “ Special Reservists ’’ completed their preparation 
for the field, and the two Battalions developed into specialised training organizations, sending draft 
after draft abroad and receiving instead recruits of every kind. 

As the war continued, the ranks of those training Battalions were swelled by convalescent 
officers and men returned from the front, who passed varying periods at home before they were 
again pronounced fit for service overseas. Thus the reserve Battalions were a temporary home at 
one time or another for nearly all of those who passed through the ranks of the fighting Battalions ; 
and officers and men from all Battalions met there for a few brief weeks before parting on their 
voyage to the different theatres of war. 

Besides that ever-changing personnel, the work of the Reserve Battalions was carried out 
by a small nucleus of their permanent staff, reinforced by certain older officers and N.C.O’s., who 
could not be passed fit for service in the field. That permanent staff continued, year after year, 
the thankless task of training the newly-appointed subalterns and the raw recruits who came to 
learn the rudiments of soldiering at their hands ; and to them the Regiment owes a great debt. 


(a) With Capt. J. V. Godfray as Adjutant. Lt.-Col. Sykes had been a substantive Major attached to the 5th Battalion 
on the outbreak of war, and was given temp. rank of Lt.-Col. on appointment to command the 9th Battalion. 

(0) Born in 1864, Colonel Nunn had been commissioned to the Regiment in 1886 and had retired in 1906 with the 
rank of Major. He was to prove a splendid Commanding Officer, untiring in care for his men, up till his 
gallant death in Gallipoli. 

(c) With Capt. H. A. Gillum-Webb as Adjutant. P 

(d) It must also be noted that Major C. H. Palmer, commanding the Depot at the outbreak of War, was detailed to 
command the 9th Royal Warwickshire, and that Colonel G. W. Lewis, who formerly had commanded the 3rd 
Battalion of the Regiment, was given command of the 14th Royal Warwickshire. Colonel Lewis was later 
to return to the Regiment as commander of the Garrison Battalion (see page 46 below). : 

(e) The 11th Worcestershire were commanded by Colonel R. M. Rainey-Robinson, formerly of the Indian Army, with 
2/Lt. T. J. Edwards as Adjutant. The latter was actually the first officer of the Battalion. “ 3 

(AV On November 13th the 11th Worcestershire were quartered in Barbourne and the officers and men were billetted in 
private houses. Battalion Headquarters were established at Rarbourne College (now Gheluvelt Park). 
Early in the following April, two companies moved to Norton Barracks, and at the end of that month the 
Battalion left Worcester and moved to camp at Fovant in Wiltshire. In July the Battalion moved to Long- 
bridge Deverill, near the other units of the 26th Division. 

(2) With Major J. G. R. Swanson as 2nd-in-command and Captain E, B. Amphlett as Adjutant. , 

(4) With Captain W. G. Robathan as Adjutant. In April 1915 Colonel Hovell was succeeded by Colonel F, M. Reid. 

(i) 5th Worcestershire at Fort Tregantle, 6th Worcestershire at Raglan Barracks. 
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At the outbreak of the War the 5th Battalion was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel W. S. Brindle 
and the 6th Battalion by Lieut.-Colonel F. D. W. Lea-Smith (afterwards Lord Dudley of Halesowen). 
Colonel S. A. Stephenson-Fetherstonhaugh, who had commanded the Sth Battalion until 1914, 
voluntarily came back to his old Battalion as Second-in-Command (4). 

Throughout the early months of the War the Regular Adjutants of the two Reserve Battalions, 
Captain L. M. Stevens and Captain W. L. Newcombe, were the mainstay of the organization, guiding 
the footsteps of the new young officers with tact and skill. When Captain Stevens left for the front 
(t) his task was taken over by Major Hugh Beck, whose never-failing popularity was the best possible 
tnbute to his sterling work throughout the long years which followed. 


Behind the Reserve Battalions, ihe Depot of the Regiment at Norton Barracks had been 
working at high pressure ever since the outbreak of the War, under the command of Colonel C. M. 
Edwards, assisted by several other retired officers; notably Major Joseph Chichester and Major 
George Sandham. From the first day of mobilization the organization of the Depot was strained to 
the utmost by the great number of recruits. Accommodation was limited, and the privations of 
the recruits were severe, albeit mitigated as much as was possible by the devoted labours of the 
Medical officer, Colonel A. Baird R.A.M.C. and of the other ofticers (¢) of Colonel Edwards’ staff. 


x oe ek ke ee 


Throughout the autumn of 1914 and the long first winter of the War, the Territorial and 
the New Army battalions worked increasingly to complete their training for battle; and in the 
spring months of 1915 they became ready to take the field. 

The 1/7th and 1/8th Battalions of the Regiment had remained in Essex throughout the 
winter months, quartered in good billets at Maldon (4). During that period the Territorial Battalions 
were reorganized, adopting the four company organization of the Kegular Army instead of the 
old organization in eight small companies which the Territorial battalions had hitherto retained. 
Then they were inspected first by General Sir Ian Hamilton, then commanding the Home Defence 
Ammy, and later by His Majesty the King. By the spring of 1915 the Territorial battalions of the 
48th Division were fit in all respects to take the field, and on the last day of March (e) the move 
to France began. The 1/7th and the 1/8th Worcestershire bade farewell to their billets of the winter, 
entrained at Maldon East station and after dusk began their journey to the Front. 


The “ Service’ battalions of the First, Second and Third “ New Armies” followed the 
Territorial battalions overseas during the summer months of 1915. In June the 9th Battalion 
of the Regiment moved off from Blackdown on Salisbury Plain on their journey to Avonmouth as 
part of the 13th Division en route for the Dardanelles—a journey which was to take them many 
thousands of miles through Asia before it was to end, four years later, at Constantinople. In the 
following month the 10th Battalion crossed to France with the other units of the 19th Division ; 
and the 11th Battalion followed their lead when the 26th Division left England for the front in the 
third week of September. 


While the new fighting battalions were completing their training for war, public opinion at 
home was gravely exercised as to the system by which their inevitable losses were eventually to be 
Teplaced. 

The first rush of high-spirited youth to join the Culours (f) had filled the ranks of the new 
units ; but it was only too clear that under the voluntary system those eager recruits alone would 
bear the brunt of the fighting. The traditional dislike of Englishmen for compulsory service was 
too strong to be easily broken down, but that prejudice gradually gave way before a realization of 
the injustice of voluntary service in a struggle which directly affected every soul throughout the 
land. After long months of irresolution a systematic scheme of recruiting was organized by Lord 
Derby in the autumn of 1915; and great numbers of recruits were drawn in (g) ; but the inequity 
of the system was made even more apparent. 


(a) No mention of the 5th Battalion would be complete without the name of Major R. M. Sanders (formerly Adjutant 
of the 2nd Battalion), who throughout the war acted as P.R.I. (0) In the autumn of 1915. 

(¢) A great part in that work was played by R.Q.M.S. Carlton. 

(4) To which town the two Battalions had moved on the 19th September. 

(é} Transport of both Battalions moved on the previous day (March 30th). 

(7) Actually between August 4th and September 15th 1914, 501,580 recruits were enlisted in the United Kingdom, 
of which 396,751 were enlisted in England. 

(g) The total number enlisted or attested in ‘“ groups ” under the Derby Scheme between the 23rd October and the 
15th December 1915 was 2,400,410, exclusive of 428,853 rejected as unfit. On May 2nd 1916 the Prime 
Minister stated in the House of Commons that more than five million voluntarily enlisted men were serving ; 
of which total Worcestershire contributed over 15,000-—9,278 enlisted for the Worcestershire Regiment, 
the Yeomanry or the County Territorial artillery ard 6,333 enlisted for other corps. 
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On December 21st 1915 Lord Derby submitted a final report ; and a few days after Christmas 
the Government at last decided to adopt compulsory service. 

At first that compulsory service was intended only to be applied to unmarried men (a) ; but 
the urgent necessity of reinforcing the forces in the field compelled a more inclusive measure ; and 
on May 25th, 1916 the Royal Assent was given to an Act of Parliament () by which every able- 
bodied man in the Kingdom was liable to service. 


* ek RK kk 


The passing of the Military Service Act removed the previous distinction between the “ First 
Line” and the ‘‘ Second Line” of the Territorial Force- the personnel who had volunteered for 
service overseas and those who for one reason or another had been unable to volunteer—and the 
“Second Line ”’ Territorial units thus became liable for service over-seas. By the Spring of 1916 
those ‘‘ Second Line ” Territorial units had become efficient fighting formations, and it was decided 
to despatch them to reinforce the armies in France and Flanders. The “Second Line” of the 
original South Midland Division had by then been designated as a distinct formation—the 61st 
Division —and during May that Division was placed under orders. The 2/7th and 2/8th Worcester- 
shire left Tidworth on May 22nd for Southampton em route to France. 


The protracted trench-warfare in France and Flanders had resulted in an ever-increasing 
demand for skilled labour to supplement the work of the Sappers in the construction of redoubts, 
emplacements and other field works ; and during 1915 it was decided to form special ‘ Pioneer ”” 
battalions to meet that demand. Those “ Pioneer” battalions were not intended to be non- 
combatant “labour” units. Their creation was inspired by the famous Pioneer regiments of the 
Indian Army and, like their exemplars, the new units were designed as fully equipped battalions, 
skilled in constructive work but equally capable of fighting in the fore-front of battle. To indicate 
their combatant status it was decided that those new “ Pioneer ” battalions should be designated 
as numbered battalions of various regiments of the Line. 

The new “ Pioneers ” were recruited for the most part in the great mining districts of the 
North Country and of Wales; but there were abundant recruits of the needed knowledge and 
physique in the Severn Valley ; and from that sterling material Colonel Sir Henry Webb raised 
at his own expense, a complete Pioneer battalion, known first as the “‘ Severn Valley Pioneers ’’ 
and later designated the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment. 

The new Battalion was formed in the autumn of 1915 (c) and was first quartered at Norton 
Barracks. The Pioneers remained at Worcester until the following Spring, when the Battalion 
moved to Salisbury Plain. At Larkhill and later at Codford the Pioneers worked hard to complete 
their training. The command of the Battalion was taken over by Lieut.-Colonel C. C. H. O. 
Gascoigne (d) with Captain R. B. Umfreville (¢) as his Adjutant. 

The training of the Pioneers had to be more detailed than that of the other Battalions, since 
technical knowledge was added to the requirements of battle, and the work on Salisbury Plain was 
hard ; but all ranks maintained the utmost enthusiasm, and the Battalion was much over strength (f) 
when orders came in June to proceed to France. There was kecn competition to be among those 
selected for the front ; and after some busy weeks of final preparations the Pioneer Battalion left 
Salisbury Plain on the 19th June 1916 and entrained for Southampton. 


The departure of the Territorial and the ‘‘ New Army ” battalions left the coasts denuded of 
troops, and to replace them it was decided to form additional ‘‘ Garrison” battalions of officers 
and men unfit for service in the field. Many such ‘ Garrison ” battalions were formed and some 
of these were despatched overseas to guard the distant fortresses and colonies. But no such eventful 
service fell to the lot of the Garrison Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment, which was formed 
early in 1916, under the command of Colonel G. W. Lewis. The Battalion took over garrison duties 
in the defences of Portsmouth and remained there, performing much useful work, until the closing 
months of the War, when the Battalion was moved to Dublin. 


* *e ek ke eR kK 


(a) Under the provisions of the first Military Service Act which was }assed in February 10th 1916, 

(6) To come into operation on June 24th. 

(c) The first Adjutant of the Battalion was Capt. M. J. Jones, appointed in September, 1915. 

(d) Of the Seaforth Highlanders. 

(e) Of the Worcestershire Regiment (retired before the war). The Quartermaster, Lieut. J. Batchelor D.C.M. (for- 
merly of the 2nd Battalion), played a great part in the formation and the subsequent achievements of the 
Battalion. 

(f) At one period the Battalion mustered nearly one hundred surplus Second-Licutcnants. 
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Jane—Dec. 1916, END OF THE 12th & 13th BATTALIONS. 


Thus Midsummer Day of 1916 found twelve fighting Battalions of Worcestershire men serving 
overseas in different theatres of war, while behind them in England remained the Garrison Battalion 
and the six reserve Battalions. Those reserve Battalions, the 5th, 6th, 3/7th, 3/8th, 12th (a2) and 
13th (6) Battalions of the Regiment, were presently reorganized and reduced. Difficulty was 
being experienced in furnishing drafts at the right moment to replace the losses of the many separate 
battalions. If the several battalions of each regiment had been grouped into larger brigades their 
replenishment might have a simpler problem ; but the jig-saw puzzle of supplying the needs 
of several hundred individual units, all eng-ved at different tim cs with differing results, proved 
too much for the Administrative Staff of the British Armics in the field. They decided that the 
business of dealing with each regiment as a water-tight comp. rtmcent was too complicated to be 
workable, and in an evil moment they resolved to cross-post drafts as might be needed to meet 
momentary emergencies. Further, it was decided to form a central ‘‘ pool ” of unnamed “ Training 
Battalions ’’ to train recruits who should be sent impartially to any unit overseas. 

Those new “ Training Battalions ” were to be furmed by amalgamating some of the reserve 
battalions at home. The Territorial battalions had, fortunately, too strong a popular appeal to be 
touched : they were permitied to retain their own draft-finding organization, though the Territorial 
Teserve units were reduced and combined. The old ‘‘ Militia ’’ Reserve battalions were not affected, 
and continued to train and despatch recruits for the Regular battalions of their regiments. 

Thus during the autumn of 1910 many changes took place. The two “ Third Line ” Territorial 
battalions of the Regiment were amalgamated as the 3/7th Worcestershire. The 12th and 13th 
Battalions were likewise amalgamated, and were designated “The 46th Training Reserve Battalion’ (c) 
That unit ceased to have any connection with the Regiment and thenceforward sent drafts 
to any unit of the armies overseas. 


Later in the War, as the organization of the country for war became more complete, and as the 
munition organization became more visibly the heart of the national effort, formed bodies of men 
were needed to ensure the adequate transport and supply of those munitions to the troops overseas. 
Those new units were formed from skilled personnel unfit for field service, were organized as military 
bodies, and received official designation in the usual manncr ; and thus there appeared in the Army 
List the 15th and 16th (Transport Workers) Battalions of the Worcestershire Regiment (d). Although 
they never fought in the field, those two units played their part in securing the success of the national 
effort in the war. 


Those “ Transport Workers ” battalions were not the only units to be formed from personnel 
unfit for the field. During 1915 the despatch of the trained troops overseas threatened to leave 
the homeland without adequate defence ; and many patriotic gentlemen unfit for active service 
taised an unofficial force of Volunteers to provide against that danger. The idea was taken up 
with enthusiasm, and small bodies of Volunteers were formed all over the country. At first their 
efforts were not encouraged, either by the War Office or by public esteem; but their enthusiasm 
and determination triumphed over age and infirmity, and gradually they won recognition, until 
in 1916 it was decided to place that new Volunteer force on an official footing. The Volunteer Act 
of 1860 was revived, the Volunteers of each county were formally enrolled under the orders of 


(q) In October 1915 Major (afterwards Licut.-Colone!) J. G. R. Swanson succeeded Lieut.-Colonel Sir E. H.St. L. Clarke 
in command of the 12th Worcestershire with Major C. Hooth as his 2nd-in-command. In February 1916 
Captain A. G. Richards was appointed Adjutant. 


(}) In April 1916 the command of the 13th Worcestershire was taken over by Lieut.-Colonel H. S. Ainslie C.M.G. 
of the Northumberland Fusiliers. 


() Commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Ainslie from the 13th Worcestershire,with Major Booth and Captain A. G. Richards 
of the 12th Worcestershire as 2nd-in-command and Adjutant. 


(4 The 15th Battalion was formed in December 1916 under the command of Captain (temp. Lieut.-Colonel) P. A. 
Hopkins of the 13th London, with Captain (temp. Major) G. H. Leigh, also of the London Territorials, as 
2nd-in-command and Captain W. V. Sherwell of the 3rd Devons as Adjutant. The latter appointment was 
taken over in November 1917 by Captain L. C. Holloway, and in July 1918 by Captain W. A. Phillips. 

le 16th Battalion was formed in April 1917 under the command of Lieut.-Culonel C. Stewart of the 6th H.L.L, 
with Major H. C. Somerville as 2nd-in-command and Captain S. F. Wood as Adjutant. The latter officer 

Was not appointed until DecemLer 1917. 

Battalions were employed on transport duties in the south of England, their headquarters being at Swindon 

for many months, afterwards shifting to the other traffic centres. 
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the Lord Lieutenant, and Worcestershire was able to boast a force of three complete battalions (a) 
available in case of need. The need came in 1918, when the critical fighting in France demanded 
all available reinforcements, and the country was swept bare of fit fighting men. Then the Army 
Council appealed to the Volunteers for aid in guarding the East Coast. That appeal was answered 
with enthusiasm ; and the Volunteers of Worcestershire furnished a contingent of nearly 170 (5) 
who took up duty in the East Coast defences until the conclusion of hostilities. 


* * £ ££ * KK 


In the winter of 1917 a partial redistribution of the forces at home was carried out, and the 
5th and 6th Battalions of the Regiment were moved from Plymouth to the East Coast. There the 
two Battalions settled down to duty in the Harwich defences, the 6th Battalion (c) in Dovercourt 
itself and the 5th Battalion at Manningtree and Mistley. In the following year, a reduction 
in strength followed the despatch of troops to France, and the two Battalions were temporarily 
amalgamated (d). Thanks to the ceaseless work of the permanent staff of those two reserve 
Battalions the supply of drafts was well maintained up to the last days of the War. 


*._* + * e ke * 


While the young manhood of England was filling the ranks of the fighting battalions, the. 

rest of the country were devoting their energies to every form of endeavour to assist in the struggle. 

Under the inspiration of the Lord Lieutenant, the veteran Earl of Coventry, the County under- 

took war-work of every kind. It is not possible here to give any detailed account of the many 

activities which went on year after year throughout that weary struggle and by means of which 

the fighting men and their families were succoured and aided. Here we can only mention shortly 
some of the more notable forms of war work. 


Obviously the first and greatest task, demanding the help of all at home, was the tending 
of the wounded soldiers who were brought back from France in ever increasing numbers. The 
existing hospital accommodation was inadequate to meet the need, and in the first weeks of the war an 
appeal was made for voluntary help. The Red Cross movement spread throughout the land, and each 
county set up a Red Cross organization. 

In Worcestershire, Sir Harry Vernon, Bart., of Hanbury, assumed duty as County Director 
soon after the outbreak of war. By dint of much hard work he succeeded in mobilizing fifty-five 
Voluntary Aid Detachments in the County (e). 

From the personnel of these Detachments, 31 Auxiliary Hospitals were established throughout 
Worcestershire. Most of those hospitals were in houses generously lent by their owners. They 
were staffed by 2,300 voluntary workers, and during the five years of the war more than 35,000 
patients were received and were nursed back to convalescence. The work was greatly assisted 
by many generous donors of motor ambulances, among them the late Sir John Holden and Mr. 
George Albright. Thanks to their help each hospital train was met on arrival at all hours of the 
day and night. 

As a subsidiary duty, similar arrangements were made with owners of private cars throughout 
the County, to meet the leave trains whenever they came in, to provide returning soldiers with a 
meal and, when a train service was not available, to convey them to their homes. 


2nd Battalion (Worcester) under Colonel A. Webb. 

3rd Battalion (Redditch) under Lt.-Colonel W. W. Wiggins. 

R.A.S.C. Detachment (Worcester) under Major E, Knight and Alderman A. Carlton. 

The whole commanded by Lt.-Colonel A. Hudson with Major J, Baldwin as Staff Officer. By May 1916 the whole 
force mustered 79 officers and 2,420 other ranks, and were administered by the T.A. Association in the same 
way as the T.A. units were administered in peace time. 

(6) 14 officers and about 150 other raiks under Captain R. E. Worter. 


(c) In September 1916 Lt.-Colonel B. R. Roche (formerly of the Bedfordshire Regiment) succeeded Lt.-Col. Lea- 
Smith in command of the 6th Battalion. Three months previously Captain G. L. Crowe had taken over 
the Adjutancy of the Battalion. 

(@) Under the command of Lt.-Col. Roche (see footnote above), with Captain S. W. Jones, of the 6th Battalion, 
as Adjutant. After the amalgamation Major H, Beck joined the Garrison Battalion of the Regiment as 
2nd-in-command, 

(e) 12 men’s Detachments and 45 women’s. Some of those detachments were in Birmingham, where Dr. Nelson 
acted as Assistant County Director until his death in 1917, when his duties were taken on by Mr. E. M, Tailly. 
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Red Cross Depots and Red Cross working parties were organized in all the towns and borough 
of the County, and in particular by the successive Mayoresses of Worcester. Endless good work 
was done by Mrs. Price Hughes (a), and many others who were employed throughout the war in 
making bandages, shirts and other comforts for the sick and wounded. 


On the death of Sir Harry Vernon his duties with the Red Cross were taken over by Major 
Reddie, assisted by Mr. R. J. Hilliar, and by their efforts the work of the Red Cross was continued 
successfully until the last days of the war (0). 


Thanks to the work of the hospitals, the majority of the wounded soldiers were nursed back 
to health and strength ; but there were many so disabled that it was impossible for them to return 
to the fighting line. It was recognised that the care of those brave men would be a public respon- 
sibility ; and in 1914 the Countess of Coventry and other generous helpers organized a County 
Fund for the Disabled Soldiers—a fund which grew rapidly and which was organized to provide 
for the care, treatment and subsequent vocational training of disabled men after their discharge 
from hospital. It is believed that no other county had then attempted a similar organization. 


The late Mrs. Berkeley of Spetchley and Alderman Sir Arthur Carlton were greatly interested 
in that work and between them they organized several entertainments, in which Miss Mary Anderson 
(Mme. Navarro) took a prominent part, to raise the necessary funds. More than £5,000 was raised 
and most valuable work was done under the guidance of Mrs. Reddie, who throughout acted as 
Honorary Secretary (c). 

In 1916 the care of the disabled soldiers was recognized as a national obligation, and the 
Ministry of Pensions was created to meet the need. Under that new organization a County Com- 
mittee of the Ministry of Pensions was set up, and took over the work of the Disabled Soldiers Fund 
Committee. Mrs. Reddie continued to act as Hon. Secretary for the Disablement Branch gf the 
Committee and was responsible for the care of some 7,000 disabled men living in all parts of the 
County. Mrs. Reddie was assisted in her work by many willing helpers (d), who nobly earned the 
gratitude of the Regiment. 


The care of the wounded soldiers was the first preoccupation of those at home, but another 
great task was the provision of comforts to cheer the troops in the field ; and during the first month 
of the war, at the instigation of Mrs. E. C. Wodehouse, the ‘‘ Worcestershire Regimental Comforts 
Fund” was started by a small Committee of Regimental ladies. A Depot was established at 
Worcester, in premises over the Old Bank, by kind permission of Mr. W. D. Willis, and from that 
centre parcels and boxes of Comforts were sent out regularly to all the Battalions serving in the 
field. 

A few months later news was received of the plight of the British prisoners captured by the 
enemy, and thenceforward parcels of comforts were despatched to all prisoners-of-war of the Regiment 
whose prison-camps were known. 

The Comforts Fund was originally an unofficial organization financed by relations and friends 
of the Regiment. In 1915, when the Territorial Battalions had gone out, the Fund was reorganized 
as a definite ofticial County Committee, with Major Reddie as Chairman and Mrs. E. Wodehouse as 
organizing Hon. Secretary. In 1916, when the number of Battalions at the Front and the number 
of the prisoners-of-war had both increased, larger premises were needed, and the Depot was moved. 
to the Artillery Drill Hall, which was kindly lent by the Territorial Association. 

In September 1916 the Central Prisoners-of-War Committee of the British Red Cross Society 
was formed. All existing funds for prisoners-of-war were to be co-ordinated, so as to send parcels 
and clothing to prisoners-of-war under the direction of that Central Committee. Accordingly the 
Worcestershire Regimental Comfort Fund and the Worcestershire Prisoners-of-War Fund were 


(a) Mrs. Price Hughes, who throughout the war was devoted in her labour, was awarded the O.B.E, 


(b) The surplus funds from the various hospitals were pooled. Part of the fund was allocated to various hospitals 
and to similar institutions in the County, part was set aside to establish a hostel at Droitwich, for the ex- 
service men, and the balance was retained to continue the Red Cross services in the County ; the chief of 
those services being a complete ambulance organization which still continues and assists ex-service man 
and civilian alike throughout the County. 

(c) For her devoted services as Honorary Secretary Mrs. Reddie was awarded the O.B.E. and was appointed a Lady 
of Grace of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. ‘The Hon. Mrs. Davey also acted as Hon. Secretary. 

(4) Special mention must be made of Mr. Hollyer of Droitwich, the manager of the Droitwich Brine Baths. Many 
disabled soldiers were sent to Drvitwich iur treatment at the baths. Mr. Hollyer not only superintended 
every detail of that treatment but was active in organising thcir accommodation and helped them in every way. 
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divided into separate Funds, but were both still worked by the same organization (a). Parcels of 
food and tobacco, full sets of clothing, and bread from a subsidiary depot in Switzerland were sent to 
prisoners of war of the Worcestershire Regiment and of the County Territorial units in Germany, 
Austria and Turkey, Later the Depot of the Comforts Fund became a bonded warehouse ; a change 
which helped the finances ; as all dutiable goods were then despatched to Prisoners of War free of duty. 

As the months passed the work increased, uniil fresh funds were needed ; and in August 1917 
the Lord Lieutenant held a meeting at the Shirehall to launch a separate Fund entirely for the 
Prisoners-of-War. A representative Committee was formed under the Chairmanship of Major Reddie 
to collect additional revenue. Fétes were held and collections were made in the big towns and 
districts. Among the leading contributors were Dudley Parish, Pershore District, Stourbridge, 
Kidderminster and the Farmers Union. Relatives and friends and various business firms con- 
tributed largely, either as ‘“ cdopters’”’ of parcels or in subscripticns. Incividual gifts were also 
collected, ranging from £1,000, in some cases, to 4d. each contributed by children in the Elementary 
Schools. 

From the first to last the total numbers of prisoners essisted wes 2,410, cnd the expenditure 
amounted to £50,320 (4). In all 65,788 parcels of comforts and 7,505 parcels of clothing were sent 
to the prisoners, making a total weight of 320 tons (c). The great majcrity of those parcels were 
pecked at the Depot of the Comforts Fund in Worcester. 

All that work was supcrvised and directed by Mrs. Wi ocehouse, who was chiefly responsible 
for the success of both organizations (d). She was ably ¢ ed in her work by many devoted 
helpers, including the Misses Isaac, Mrs. E. B. Hankey, Miss Willis, Mrs. J. V. Godfray and Mrs. J. F. 
S. Winnington. 


* * * * *F FH 


‘As the war went on, and as all the able-bodied men were gradually drafted into the ranks 
of the fighting units, it became increasingly necessary to call on the women of the country for help 
in the work necessary to maintain the industries at home. Work on the land was of vital importance. 

In July 1915 a strong county Committee was formed for promoting the organization of 
Women’s labour in Country Districts. It was resolved to establish throughout the County sub- 
committees in each of the District Council areas to ascertain whether any of the farmers in the area 
were short of labour and what labour was available in the County to meet any shortage. The 
Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, Sir Sydney Oliver, attended a meeting of the County Com- 
mittee to explain the scheme of the Board and their need for compiling in the different districts 
registers of women willing to work on the land and of farmers willing to employ them. To carry 
out that scheme the County was divided into seventeen Districts, in each of which a woman was 
appointed as organiser and was directed to carry out as far as could be found possible the directions 
of the Board of Agriculture. Upon the receipt of those directions a sub-committee of eighteen 
women was appointed to deal with cases of employers asking for help on the land. The Viscountess 
Deerhurst was appointed Chairman, and the Hon. Mary Pakington was appointed Hon. Secretary 
of the sub-committee ; and from the date of their appointment in January 1916 to the end of the 
wer they dealt with all the applications for assistance that were made to the County Council. In 
nearly every case they were able to provide women labourers to do tke work resulting from the 
absence of men on active service ; and the labour of those women played no small part towards 
the ultimate victory. 


* oe Ke Oe Rk OR 


The introduction of compulsory service during 1916 resulted in the constitution in the County 
of a Local Committee to consider claims for exemption. In some cases the decisions of the Local 
Commnittees were disputed ; and in consequence an Appeal] Tribunal was set up to give final judgment. 
The claims for exemption were never very numerous, and they grew fewer as the war progressed 
and as the gravity of the Country’s situation was realised. Here it is but just that we should record 
with the very highest praise the attitude of the “ Small Holders ” of the County. If any class of 


(a) Both funds were organized and run by a committee with Major Reddie as Chairman and Mrs. Wodchouse as 
organizing Hon. Sec.; but their accounts were kept separately. 

(6) It should be placed on record that from first to last the County of Worcestershire entirely supported their Regimental 
Prisoners-of-War ; which is believed to be unique. A letter reccived from the Central P/W Committee at the 
end of the war contained the following passage + We congratulate you on the position that you have 
created and on your financial independence of this (Central) Committee.” 

(c) Parcels for 83 men were packed for by the Branch Depot at Alvechurch, superintended by Mrs. Wiggin, for 34 men 
by Malvern Prisoners of War Fund; and for 91 men by other organizations authorized by the Comforts Committee 

(d} Mrs. Wodehouse, whose work throughout the War was invaluable, was awarded the O.B.E, 
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the community could fairly have claimed exemption from personal service those hardworking yeomen 
should have had first right ; but their spirit was high and very few asked for exemption. For 
that fine example of patriotism their wives and families must be given the greater honour, for on 
them directly fell the labour of working their holdings in the absence of their men-folk. The final 
victory was made possible by the wives of England as much as by their men. 


* * * * KK eK KOK 


The work of the members of the Appeal Tribunal and of the other organizations of the County 
was exacting and continuous. Throughout the long years of the war they were continuously engaged 
in one or another of the multifarious activities which were demanded of them. The Chairman of the 
County Council, Mr. J. W. Willis-Bund, the Clerk of the Peace, Mr. C. H. Bird, the Mayors of the 
various Boroughs and the Chairmen of the U. D. Councils alike did all that was possible to aid 
the cause (*). Particularly their efforts were directed towards the relief of the widespread distress 
caused by the war—the assistance of the refugees who fled from Belgium before the German invasion, 
of the women and children who later were driven from the Eastern counties of England by the 
German Air Raids, and of the many folk who were thrown out of employment from one cause or 
another during the years of war. By the cevoted efforts of those in authority in the County and of 
their many willing helpers that widespread distress was allayed, and the people of England were 
enabled to brace their efforts for the struggle overseas—the struggle to which the young soldiers 
of the new battalions had devoted their lives. 


{*) B-sides tho<e already mentioned, the services of the following were officially rewarded :—Lt -Colonel Sir Richard 
Temple, Bart, and Major J. M. Keddie received the C.B. Thelate Mr J. W Willis-Bund, Alderman Sit Arthur 
Carctton, Alderman S. C. Lloyd and Sir Harry Vernon, Bart, received the C.B.E, Colonel E V. V Wheeler 
received the O B.E., and the M.B.E. was awarded to Mr. R. J. Hilliar. 


Chapter IV. 
The First Winter and the Spring of 1915. 


HILE in England the New Armies were being raised and trained, in Flanders the battalions 
of the ‘ Old Army’ were holding their ground through the long months of the First Winter 
of the War, in frost, rain and knee-deep mud. 


Not since the days of the Crimea had British troops been exposed to so prolonged an ordeal. 
More recent campaigns had indeed involved privations, physical hardships and periods of sharp 
fighting ; but in those campaigns the operations had not been continuwus, the fighting had been 
intermittent, and there had been long intervals in which the troops could be rested and eased from 
the strain. In Flanders during the First Winter there was no possibility of prolonged rest. The 
fighting of October and November had left the contending armies exhausted but still at grips. The 
opposing front lines were entrenched face-to-face at close range, maintaining continuous hostilities 
while awaiting the reinforcements and supplies which should enable them to resume the offensive. 

Thus the Winter of 1914 brought no definite cessation of the fighting, no withdrawal of the 
main armies into ‘ winter quarters,’ as in the wars of the Eighteenth Century. The Allied forces 
were only just sufficient to maintain the long defensive line from Switzerland to the sea, and at 
first it was not possible to keep any large force in reserve. 

As a result, during the First Winter and throughout the three long years which followed, 
the battalions of the British armies in France and Flanders became accustomed to continuous 
“trench warfare ’'—a warfare which in many of its aspects was novel to a generation which had 
almost forgotten the science of sieges. The pre-war training of the ‘Old Army’ had been for a 
war of movement: their previous experience had been the South African campaign, with its 
memories of little fights and long marches, short rations and open country. Now such as survived 
of the older soldiers faced the very antithesis in warfare—day after day, week after week in trenches 
knee-deep in mud, within short range of the enemy and in constant peril from many varied weapons 
of war. 

That continuous trench warfare resulted in a more definite strain on the fighting troops 
than the operations of any previous war. Casualties were frequent, both from wounds and from 
expusure, and the personnel of battalions changed rapidly. During the First Winter the wastage 
was very severe. The hasty entrenchments afforded little cover from fire, while the novelty of 
the conditions, the lack of supplies, and the fact that there were no additional Divisions available 
to replace those holding the line, all combined to intensify the physical strain. 

In the front trenches there was little possibility of rest or sleep, and it was soon realised that 
three days and nights of constant wakefulness and strain were about the useful limit of human 
efficiency. Consequently it became customary for battalions to be relieved every three days or 
thereabouts. During the First Winter battalions were paired for that purpose and relieved each 
other every three days in the same line of trenches. Later in the War, when the strength of the 
Army increased and it was possible to reduce the front held by each Division, tours in the front line 
became less frequent, but at first the strain was almost continuous: even when out of the line 


the cottages in which the resting battalions found billets were generally within range of the hostile 
artillery. 


It may perhaps be of interest to subsequent generations to record here some of the out- 
standing features of that routine which became the normal aspect of the War to those who served 
in the fighting battalions in France and Flanders—the long tramp forward at sunset from rest 
billets to the Line, each man heavily laden and carrying in his bulging pack all that could be managed 
of food and comforts for the ensuing three days—the approach to the Line, marked by the flares soar- 
ing upwards through the darkness and by the intermittent rattle of musketry—the meeting with 
the guides of the battalion to be relieved; and the advance of the individual platoons in single 
file through the darkness and the mud to the forward trenches—the relief in the crowded trenches, 
and the difficulty of ‘ taking over’ bombs and stores in the darkness—the long vigil by night, with 
the sentries alert behind the parapet, ready to fire, and the rest of the squad in the firebay huddled 
over an improvised brazier—the ‘ stand to arms’ an hour before dawn and the brewing of ‘gun-fire 
tea ’—the relaxation at daylight, the morning inspection of arms, the cheerful smell of cooking 
breakfasts and the usual morning bombardment—-the big howitzer shells which could be heard 
coming up from afar-off and the sudden high-velocity “ whizz-bang’’ which without warning 
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(ist BATTALION) 


(1) Officers of Battalion Headquarters. (2) The first trench-mortar (see page 55). 
Lt. J. S. Veasey, Capt. J. F. S. Winnington, (Capt. C, S. Linton). 
Major E. C. F. Wodehouse. (3) In the ‘Port Arthur’ trenches: 
(4) Breakfasts. (5) Rifle salved fromthe mud.) > > 
Capt. C. F. G. Crawford, Sgt. J. Turton. Major B. K. W. Bacon, 2/Lt. E. B. Conybeare. 
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shattered the parapet—the intermittent sniping fire and the occasional targets afforded in the 
enemy’s lines—the casualties, sometimes few, sometimes many, and the difficulties of tending the 
wounded in the narrow trenches—the constant labour of digging and sapping which was necessary 
to keep the trenches in repair and to keep all ranks in good health—the endless toil of filling sand- 
bags and of draining mud and water from the trenches—the anxiety of mist, and the misery of 
tain and frost—nightfall: the patrols crawling forward to search ‘No Man’s Land’: the working 
parties busy in repairing the parapet and improving the wire entanglements: the carrying parties 
bringing food, supplies, mails and sometimes rum—the increasing strain and weariness, as day 
followed night and night followed day—the relief, the extrication from the trenches, the cautious 
withdrawal and the march back to rest—the billets in the hay-lofts of the Flanders farms, and the 
long sleep of exhaustion—mails from home, comforts and food—foot inspections, rifle inspections, 
bathing parades—the swift passing of the short period of rest, and then the preparations for return 
to the trenches. Such, so far as the troops were concerned, were the more memorable aspects of 
that routine which the fighting battalions came to know so well. 


* * * * * * * * * 


The 3rd Battalion of the Regiment spent the winter months in trenches or billets (a) on the 
high ground which divides the valley of the River Lys from the low lands about Ypres. In that 
area during the heavy fighting of October and November the enemy had stormed the Messines 
Ridge. The British front line then ran across the neck of high ground which stretches from Mount 
Kemmel eastward to Wytschaete, and the forward trenches ran close to the underfeature on which 
then stood the Spanbroek Mill. In that area the Battalion was destined to meet its bitterest reverse 
and later to gain its most notable success. 


A few miles to the southward the 2nd Division remained in reserve from November 22nd 
till the middle of December, recuperating after the strain of the Ypres battles; and the 2nd 
Worcestershire lay in billets at Bailleul, resting, reorganising and absorbing successive drafts of 
reinforcements. 


Still further south the Ist Battalion of the Regiment remained in the sector facing Neuve 
Chapelle. Until the middle of December the Ist Worcestershire and the Ist Sherwood Foresters 
held in regular relief the trenches along the La_ Bassée road in which the Battalion had first met 
the enemy’s fire. By dint of much hard work the sloping bank of the main road was gradually 
entrenched, and casualties decreased. But the losses in that exposed position and in that bitter 
weather were very severe. Before the middle of December the Battalion had lost half its strength— 
over a hundred killed and wounded and more than four hundred disabled by severe frostbite (b). 


In the early days of December the British Army (c) in Flanders was heartened by a visit 
from His Majesty the King. The Ist Worcestershire were in the trenches when His Majesty visited 
the headquarters of the 8th Division; but further north the 2nd Battalion were among the troops 
which, with bayonets fixed, lined the read from Meteren to Bailleul and cheered the King as he 
drove slowly down the ranks. At Locre one company of the 3rd Worcestershire was able to join 
in the Army’s welcome (4). 


In the middle of December a series of demonstrations was undertaken along the front of 
the British forces. Those demonstrations took the form of minor attacks, intended to harass the 
enemy and to prevent the transfer of reserves to the Russian front. 

The first of those local attacks was delivered on December 14th by the 3rd Division against 
the Messines Ridge. 


(2) See Chapter II. for movements before November 17th. (November 17th—24th Bn. attached to the 8th Bde.) 
November 17th—19th billets at Neuve Eglise. November 19th—23rd in reserve position (attached 2nd 
Cavalry Division) between Kemmel and La Clytte. (November 24th—29th Bn. attached to the 14th Bde). 
November 24th—25th billets near Dranoutre. November 26th—29th front line trenches near Spanbroek 
Mill—casualties, 2 killed, 8 wounded. November 29th billets at Westoutre. (November 29th-December 3rd 
Bn. attached to the 8th Bde.) November 30th--December 3rd billets at Locre (three companies sent forward 
to reserve position at Kemmel). (December 3rd Bn. rejoined the 7th Bde.) December 3rd—6th billets at 
Westoutre. December 6th—9th billets near the Scherpenberg. December 9th—12th front-line trenches 
near Spanbroek Mill (casualt killed, 5 wounded). December 12th—1J5th billets at Locre. 

(6) The actual figures were as follc ‘rom 15th November to 13th December, killed, 4 officers, (Major B. K. W, 
Bacon, Lt. R. M. Slater, 2 F. Darby, 2/Lt. H. P. Hartnoll), 35 other ranks. Wounded, | officer (It. J. F. 
Leman) and 73 other ranks. Evacuated with severe frostbite, 4 officers and 436 other ranks. Total 9 officers 
and 6444 other ranks. During that reriod, when out of the Line, the Battalion was billetted either in Estaires 
or in the hamlets of La Gorgue and Rouge Croix. 

() The British Expeditionary Force was not sub-divided into separate “ Armies "’ until January Ist, 1915. Then it 
was reorganized into the First Army (Ist and IVth Corps) under Sir Douglas Haig and the Second Army 
(IInd and IIIrd Corps) under Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien. 

(¢) The other three companies had been sent forward into reserve trenches (see footnote above), 
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Four days later attacks were made by the 7th and 8th Divisions on their own front near 
Neuve Chapelle, and lastly on Decembcr 19th the Indian Corps attacked from the Rue du Bois, 
still further to the southward. 

Although no Battalion of the Regiment actually took part in those attacks yct all three 
Battalions were affected by them. 

The attack of the 3rd Division was delivered on December 14th by the 8th Brigade, then in 
the front line. The attack failed with heavy casualties. The 7th Brigade stcod to arms all day 
in their billets at Locre awaiting orders to move up and support the attack ; but no such order came. 
After an initial failure it had been decided to abandon the operation ; and when, on the evening 
of December 15th, the 7th Brigade took over the line from which the attack had been delivered, 
it was found that the position of the trenches was hardly altered. The parapets were badly damaged 
and the ground was littered with dead. The 3rd Worcestershire remained in front line until the 
evening of December 18th (a) and then moved back to billets at Locre, where the Battalion lay 
until Christmas Eve. 


Further back, at Bailleul, the 2nd Worcestershire also stood to arms while the operations 
were in progress. 


Near Neuve Chapelle the 8th Division’s attack was made by the 23rd Brigade. The other 
troops of the Division stood to arms, and the Ist Worcestershire marched forward from Estaires 
to spend the night of December 18th'19th most uncomfortably in wind and rain among the ruined 
cottages close behind the line (a2): but the Battalion was not actually engaged. 


On the right flank of the British front the attack of the Indian Corps led to more serious 
fighting. That attack was no more successful than those further north, and the enemy followed 
up the repulse by a fierce counter-stroke against the trenches at Givenchy. The Indian troops 
were driven back, and the Ist and 2nd Divisions had to be brought up from reserve to restore the 
situation. 

Warning of the move reached the 2nd Worcestershire at Bailleul (6) in the afternoon of 
December 22nd. At midnight the Battalion embussed, and was carried southward through the 
night by Hazebrouck and Bethune to Zelobes. Thence the Battalion marched to billets at 
l.acouture. There they were in support to the Givenchy position. Much firing was in progress, 
but actually the heavy fighting had dicd down and the Battalion was not brought into action. 


At Neuve Chapelle the front of the 8th Division had been readjusted and on December 19th 
the Ist Worcestershire had taken over new trenches, to the left of those previously held. Those 
trenches were better sited and more habitable than the former line and the losses decreased. The 
first tour in the new line ended on December 22nd (6), when the Battalion marched back to billets 
at La Gorgue. 


On Christmas Eve the 3rd Worcestershire moved forward from their billets at Locre into 
the trenches. By 10-30 p.m. they had taken over the line facing the Spanbroek Mill and had settled 
in for the night. 


Christmas Day 1914 broke fine but misty over a countryside sheeted white with snow. Dawn 
found the 3rd Battalion in the front trenchcs bencath the Messines Ridge. Casual sniping continued 
as usual throughout tie day. 

Further south the znd Battalion were not able to achieve much festivity in their ruined 
billets at Lacouture. The Ist Battalion, further back from the Line at la Gorgue were better 
placed. Early in the day all ranks were cheered by a visit from their Divisional Commander, Major- 
General Sir Francis Davies, who brought the Battalion warm messages from his folk at Pershore. 

Thanks to the generosity of friends at home all ranks enjoyed a good Christmas dinner. 
“We drank champagne out cf tin mugs” recorded a subaltern, “ and shut our eyes and tried to 
imagine... 

That evening the Ist Battalion again moved forward into the trenches. The march down 
to the line was much the same as on any previous Cccasion, save that all ranks were more heavily 
weighted with good Christmas fare. But as the platoons neared the danger area they experienced 
a strange sensation, All along the line the illuminating flares were ging up as usual, for neither 


(a) At St. Vaast. 

(0) Casualties, Ist Wore., December 19th—22nd, 2 killed, 17 wounded. During December, Lt-Col. A. E. Lascelles 
was invalided home, and the command of the Ist Worcestershire passed to Major (afterwards Lt.-Col.) E. C. F. 
Wodehouse, D.S.O, 
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side could afford to relax vigilance ; but there was no firing; and the silence seemed unreal. One 
soldier wrote afterwards that it was “like a dream.’ The influence of the day had caused by 
mutual consent a sort of truce. There had been a definite cessation of hostilities ; even an exchange 
of greetings between the trench lines. But by the time that the Ist Worcestershire neared the 
line a stop had been put to those activities on the front of the 8th Division, and the relief took place 
without incident. Not till midnight did the unofficial truce come to an end. Then after a few 
moments of pause a single rifle shot broke the silence, and desultory firing was resumed all along 
the line. 


The two days after Christmas were miserable in the extreme, with bittcr sleet and frost. 
The Indian troops suffered severely, and it was decided to relieve them from the Line. On December 
27th the 2nd Worcestershire moved forward from Lacouture and relieved the 2/39th Garhwal Rifles 
in trenches just south of ‘ Port Arthur,’ within a snile of the position of the Ist Battalion. 

The condition of the trenches which the 2nd Worcestershire had now to hold was almost 
beyond description. Along the whole line the trenchcs were flooded and the men waced, often 
knee-deep and suinetimes waist-deep, in freezing water and slime. The fighting of the previous 
fortnight had left the ground littered with unbu.icd dead and had shattered the defences. With 
the utmost difficulty, and under continuous fire, cfficers and mcn laboured to effect improvements. 
It was most difficult to biing material for revetting the trenches up to the front line. Even sandbags 
were difficult to obtain, tools were scarce, and the overburdened ration partics found it almcst 
impossible to make their way up the flocded commurication trenches. 

For six days the Battalion held the line. The opposing enemy, emboldened by their recent 
success, kept up a continuous fire, and the German artillery bombarded all houses near the line. 
On December 29th Battalion Headquarters were moved into the cellar of a shattered cottage near 
the lire but next day another move had to be made, back into a small farm near Richebourg l‘Avoué. 
On December 30th the Commanding Officer, Major Hankey, was wounded, and Major G. W. St. G. 
Grogan took over command. 


During those last days of 1914 the Ist Battalion experienced an equally severe ordeal in their 
ncighbouring trenches facing Neuve Chapelle. There also rain and frost had done their work, and the 
trenches filled with water into which the crumpling parapets collapsed. During the last days of 
December some pumps were secured and all ranks struggled manfully to rcduce the height of the 
water, which indeed was then a greater danger to the dctences than was the fire of the cnemy ; but 
in spite of all their efforts the water gained. The communication trenches became impassable, 
and all ration parties and reliefs had to come up after dark across the cpen right up to the trench 
line. The German trenches facing the line held by the Battalion were on slightly Lighcr ground 
and it was constantly expected that the encmy would attcmpt some methcd of draining watcr 
from his trenches into the British lines. 

The New Year was celebrated by a defiant exchange of fire. The Germans, working by 
Central European time, opened fire at 11-15 p.m. (their midnight). No reply was made until 12 
midnight by Greenwich time when an answering roll of fire broke from the Buitish lines. In this 
salvo there joined for the first time the only trench-mertar which the British Army had as yet evolved 
—an experimental weapon made imarvellously from an iron drain pipe. One end of the pipe was 
soldered up and a touch-hole made above. Then, with match and gunpowder in the manner of 
the XVIth century, this strange piece of ordnance would cjcct uncertainly a primitive ‘ bomb-shell,”” 
consisting of a jam tin loaded on the shrapnel principle with old nails. Primitive though it was, 
“ Archibald,” as the picce was named, played its part during the long Winter in heartening our men, 
ifin no other way than by the amusement its erratic performances created. The mortais of the 
24th Brigade were entrusted to a special detachment furnished by the Ist Worcestershire and com- 
manded by 2/Lieut. E. B. Conybeare. In the hands of that very brave young officer they were 
destined later to play a serious part in battle. 


The wretched trenches of the 2nd Battalion wcre badly punished by the New Yeur’s Day 
bombardment. To guard against surprise while the parapets were repaired, small ‘ listening posts ’ 
were sent forward that evening into ‘ No Man's Land.’ One of those pests was seen, and received 
aheavy fire. The sergeant in charge was severely wounded. At the risk of his own life Corporal 
G. Tibbetts brought the wounded sergeant back to safety (a). 

Next evening the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved by the 2nd H.L.I. (6) and marched back 
into reserve in billets at Richebourg St. Vaast. The rest was short. Three days later the Battalion 
Tetur. ed to the same trenches, and in bitter cold and slush tovuk up once more the thank] 


(a) Corpl. Tibbetts was awarded the D.C.M. 
(0) This was the first of a long series of trench reliefs between these two Battalions, which engendered so friendly a 
spirit as to lead the officers to make each other Permanent Members of their Messes (see page 122). 
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of improving the defences. Frost and rain were doing their work only too well: everywhere the 
parapets were collapsing and the communication trenches were falling in. All work had to be done 
under a constant sniping fire and casualties were frequent. On January 6th the new Commanding 
Officer, Major G. W. St. G. Grogan, was severely wounded and the command of the Battalion 
devolved on Captain E. L. Bowring. Next day the enemy’s guns added their fire to that of the 
snipers and increased the difficulty of work in the flooded trenches. “ During the night,’ recorded 
the Battalion Diary, “‘ the trenches of ‘‘ B” and ‘ D’’ Companies fell in in several places.” 

That night came relief. It had been decided that the 5th Brigade should be withdrawn to 
rest and that their places should be taken by the 4th (Guards) Brigade. After dark the Irish Guards 
arrived in relief, marching up by platoons across the open, for the communication trenches were 
impassable. 

The Worcestershire extracted themselves as best they could from the mud and frozen water (a), 
and struggled back by companies to Richebourg St. Vaast. Thence the Battalion marched west- 
wards through Lacouture for a weeks rest in Corps Reserve billets at Vicille Chapelle. 


In the first days of January it fell to the lot of the Ist Battalion to gain distinction in a minor 
affair which may be claimed, apparently, as the first “‘ trench raid ’’ of the war. As such it is per- 
haps worthy of a detailed description. 

At that period the German trenches facing those held by the right flank company of the 
Battalion, were at a distance of some two hundred yards—two hundred yards of open, gently sloping 
plough across which ran a ditch lined by small willow trees. The night of January 2nd/3rd was 
dark and misty. 

During the night German parties had been seen and fired at, close to the trenches of the right 
flank company ; and a subaltern of the company who had gone forward into ‘ No Man’s Land’ had 
cooaere fire at close range from several rifles in the open—a strong reconnoitring patrol, as he 
thought. 

Dawn of January 3rd was heralded by a thick white mist. As the mist slowly lifted the 
astonished sentries of the right flank company saw before them a new German trench not fifty yards 
away. The enemy had come forward across “‘ No Man’s Land” during the night and had dug in. 
The fire encountered by the reconnoitring subaltern had been that of the enemy’s covering party. 

The reason of that action of the enemy was uncertain. Conjectures varied between a 
jumping-off place for an assault, a desire to get close enough to be safe from our artillery fire, or the 
expected attempt to drain water into our trenches. One thing alone was certain: the enemy 
could not be allowed to remain in their new position. It was decided that an attack on the new 
trench should be made that night. 

It was arranged that the attack should be made by a party of one subaltern and twenty- 
five’ men. No permanent occupation of the trench was intended: orders being that the party 
should clear the trench and then return as quickly as possible. Arrangements were made for 
artillery support against the enemy’s main lines. Lieut. F. C. Roberts was selected by Lieut.- 
Colonel Wodehouse to command the attacking party. 

The raid was carried out exactly as planned. Waiting until the moon had been clouded 
over, Lieut. Roberts led his party over the parapct at 8-45 p.m. On a given signal the little party 
tushed forward in silence to-the German trench. Three sentries of the enemy were taken com- 
pletely by surprise, and were bayonetted before they could shoot. The trench was found to be 
full of sleeping Germans; who were all bayonctted or shot, save some few who broke out of the 
trench and ran back across the open. Then Lieut. Roberts gave the signal to retire, and his men 
got back as quickly as was possible. Just as they scrambled back over our parapet the German 
main line broke out with heavy rifle-fire, bowling over the hapless survivors running towards them, 
and at the same moment our own artillery opened a sudden bombardment. For some twenty 
minutes heavy firing lasted. Then the firing died down and it was possible to call the roll. Of 
Lieut. Robert’s party two men had not returned: their bodies were seen next day lying on the 
German parapet. The German losses were officially estimated at thirty. 

That gallant little exploit received prompt recognition. Within twenty-four hours Lieut. 
Roberts was awarded the D.S.O.; Sergeant H. Edwards, Lance-Corporal G. Darby and Private 
tt Evans were awarded the D.C.M. (0) 


(a) After considering the ‘ trenches ’ in which the Worcestershire platoons had been standing, the Irish Guards deter- 
mined not to occupy them, but to dig themselves fresh cover behind the parados; as was afterwards done in 
other parts of the line. 

(6) One minor sidelight on that brilliant little affair perhaps deserves to be recorded. In the bitter weather conditions 
of the preceding month, otncers and men had been allowed to grow beards; and during the fight and at the 
preceding conference, Lt. Roberts had worn a fierce black beard worthy of a hero of the Iliad. On being 
notified of his decoration he was invited to dinner with the Divisional Commander. For the occasion he 
shaved off his beard; and the modest young officer who presented himscl{ that evening was not at first re- 
cognised as the hero of the raid. The exact locality of the raid is shown on map facing page 39. 
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It is doubtful if that affair was actually the first “ trench raid,” for similar deeds are claimed 
by the Gurkhas of the Indian Corps during the previous two months, but it was certainly the first 
to be widely known. It was described, and indeed somewhat exaggerated, in the “ communiqué ” 
of the official ‘‘eye-witness,’’ and thus may be said to have added, if possible, to the high repute 
which the publication of the Commander-in-Chief’s dispatch on the Ypres Battles had brought to 
the Regiment. 


The first days of 1915 were notable, so far as Regimental officers and men were concerned, 
for the opening of short leave to England. Not since the Peninsular days had it been customary 
for leave home to be given to troops on active service, and the idea was so novel, to officers and men 
alike, as to be received with strangely mingled feclings. To many brought up in the old school 
of duty to their Regiment it seemed little better than absolute desertion to proceed on leave when 
their Battaliun—their Company or Platoon-—was going into the trenches, into danger. In January 
that feeling was general, and the first batches to proceed on leave were almost shamefaced as they 
left their billets. Later the feeling wore off, and leave home was accepted as part of the nature of 
that strange new warfare. 


During January the weather steadily grew worse. The 2nd Battalion in reserve billets 
at Vieille Chapelle or at Gorre did not experience the worst of the ordeal, but the lst Battalion still 
facing Neuve Chapelle suffered severely. By January 13th most of the trenches held by the 8th 
Division were three feet deep in water, and it was then decided temporarily to abandon the greater 
part of the trench line and to convert the parados into a breastwork. That was done, and behind 
the scanty cover afforded by a sandbag breastwork officers and men crouched in the pouring rain. 
Had the enemy been aggressive, or had their artillery been minded to shell that flimsy cover, the 
casualties must have been heavy; but the Germans were probably in similar plight and contented 
themselves with a sniping fire which caused but little loss (a). 

From that date onwards until the beginning of March the Ist Worcestershire and the 2nd 
Northamptonshire alternately held that same line ot trenches (8). 

The weather slowly improved. Gradually the trenches were pumped more or less dry, and 
bit by bit they were reoccupied. Nothing occurred of any noteworthy importance, except perhaps 
the early morning salute fired at 5 a.m. on the Kaiser's birthday (January 27th) when for some 
five minutes every available gun and rifle in the British line rained shot and shell upon the German 
trenches. That salute was presumably an unpleasant five minutes for the Germans, but it was 
not without its disadvantages from the point of view of the Battalion, since a new and raw field 
battery in their rear bombarded our own trenches as freely as those of the enemy. Luckily no 
casualties resulted. 


Meanwhile the 2nd Battalion had moved fu.ther south. After a fortnight in reserve (c) 
the 5th Brigade took over the defences at Festubert. There, asin the line further north, the original 
trenches had been flooded out, and the defending troops had been forced to shelter behind the 
parados, which had been built up with sandbags to form raised breastworks. On January 20th 
the 2nd Worcestershire relieved the 2nd H.L.I. in the breastworks at Festubert, and thence onwards 
until the end of February the two battalions relieved each other alternately in the same line. 

On January 25th the enemy attacked the defences of Givenchy on the right flank of the 
Battalion ; but no attack developed against the front of the 2nd Worcestershire, and the bombard- 
ment, although severe, fortunately caused no loss. Apart from that attack there was no engagement 
of importance, but all ranks were kept on the alert by the normal incidents of trench warfare in 
the breastworks. The breastworks were constructed mainly of sandbags and provided fair cover from 
Tile-fire. Shells would easily have destroyed the flimsy defences ; but by a sort of tacit agreement 
the opposing artilleries did not bombard the sandbag walls. A constant sniping fire was kept up 
between the lines, but the energies of the defending troops were mostly expended on the repair 
of the breastworks, which constantly collapsed owing to the frost and the incessant rain. 


(3) January 12th, one killed, 4 wounded. January 13th, three killed, three wounded. January 14th, five killed, six 
wounded. January 15th, three wounded. 


() Ist Battalion casualties during the period of occupation of “ B” lines, facing Neuve Chapelle—December 19th— 
30th, three killed, 22 wounded. December 3lst—January 31st, 28 killed, one officer (H.F.S.) and 60 other 
ranks wounded. February Ist—28sth, 12 killed, 25 wounded. March Ist—4th, 2 killed, 4 wounded. Total, 

7 December 19th—March 4th, 45 killed, 111 wounded. 

{) 9th-20th January in billets first at Vieille Chapelle and then at Gorre. During that period some reinforcements 
arrived, including Lieut. G. E, McClellan and 2/Licuts. W. L. Smith, R. F. Barker and E. P. Bennett. These 
last three officers were the first to come to the Kcegiment from the Artists Ritles; which corps had now assumed 
its invaluable rdle of training officers for the Line. All three were destined to make a name for themselves 
with the Battalion. 
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The low ground was intersected by dykes, which made a continuous line impossible ; and 
to pass from one isolated breastwork to another during daylight entailed a perilous rush across 
the intervening gap. All communication trenches were mupassable, and relief could only be effected 
at night. 

Pee for the usual incidents (a) and casualies (b) of trench warfare no great event took 
place (c). The Battalion gradually increased in strength as successive drafts arrived. On February 
4th Major (afterwards Lieut.-Colunel) G. C. Lambton, D.S.O. arrived and touk over command. 


At the end of February it was decided to readjust the line, and to shift the 2nd Division 
further south to the trenches by the La Bassée canal. On February 25th the 2nd Worcestershire 
were relieved by a battalion of the Ist Division and marched back southwards to billets in the historic 
old town of Bethune. 

Three days later the Battalion marched eastward out of Bethune to the trenches near 


‘Cuinchy, and there relieved the 2nd Coldstream Guards. On thcir way up to the line the Wor- 


cestershire filed along a communication trench—the first cummunicaticn trench of any size (a) 
that the Battalion had seen. 

- The new trenches were very different to the line previously held. The trenches were dry 
and deep, running in a curious tangle among brickstacks and railway sidings. But the absence of 
physical discomfort was counterbalanced by greater hostile activity. The trenches were frequently 
bombarded and a constant sniping fire compelled all to keep their heads below the parapet. 

Even with that precaution the new trenches were not safe : fur a new peril made its appearance. 
On one bright peaceful morning (e) the sentries standing at their loopholes heard a small report 
and saw a dark object “like a large whiskey bottle’ shoot upwards from the German trenches. 
It fell slowly, twisting and turning over and over in the air, and burst with a crash as it struck the 
ground. Another followed and another. For the first time the Battalion was meeting the German 
“ minenwerfer.” 

Thenceforward there was no more peace of mind in the front-line trenches. The deepest 
trench and the strongest parapet no longer provided secure protection. Men cleaning rifles or 
breiling bacon did so with an eye cocked upwards Icst one uf those dark twirling objects should fall 
on them unawares. It became necessary to hold the front line more lightly, to organise successive 
lines of defence in rear and to concentrate on the construction uf stronger and deeper dugouts. 
Amid such activities the 2nd Worcestershire and the 2nd H.L.I. alternately held the Cuinchy trenches 
during the early days of March (f). 


While the Ist and 2nd Battalions of the Regiment had been struggling in the low lying trenches 
south of the River Lys, the 3rd Battalion had been experiencing very similar conditions on the 
higher ground north of the river. The Battalion spent the wintcr in the defences facing the Messines 
Ridge or in billets behind the line about Locre or Dranoutre. In that heavy clay soil the greater 
height of the land had but little effect on the drainage of rain-water, and the trenches below the 
Spanbroek Mill tended, in the same way as those further south, to dissolve into a welter of sticky 
slime. At one point of the line the muddy slush was so deep that the sentries had to be stationed 
standing in barrels which almost floated in the liquid mud. In those bartels they would remain 
marooned for the whole day. As in the more southerly area, the battalions holding the line were 
regularly relieved. During January the reliefs were made every four days, but in February the 
pericd was extended to seven days. 

Sniping and shelling drew a steady toll of casualtics, and between the New Year and the 
first days of March the Battalion lost in all nearly a hundred killed and wounded (g). 


(a) One incident deserves special record. On January 28th, a faulty British shell burst in one of our own breastworks, 
wounding severely a man of‘ "’ Company. Word of the casualty was signalled back. The breastwork 
was isolated, and it appeared impossible to get the wounded man back before dark. Two of the battalion 
stretcher-bearers, Lance-Corporal Chance and another, on their own initiative went forward to the breastwork 
with a stretcher across the open in full view of the opposing line. To the credit of our enemies it must be 
recorded that no shot was fired at the two stretcher-bearers, and that firing was not resumed until they had 
carried the wounded man into safety. 

(6) Casualties, 2nd Wore.—January 2uth—29th, nil. February 6th—Il4th, 1 officer killed (2/Lt. L. B. Hardy). 
February 22nd—25th, | killed, 7 wounded. 

(c) When out of the Line, the znd Worc. were billetted as follows, January 20th—February 6th—February 14th—22nd 
Les Choquants. On February 2Ist, the Battalion was cheered by the publication of the honours and rewards 
for the Ypres battles (see page 35). 

(d) That commumication trench had been dug by the Guards, and christened ‘‘ Coldstream Lane.” It was wide and 
deep, and had been well made, with the thorough workmanship which thencetorward came to be expected 
of all work done by the Guards. The feeling of security given to that relief was notable to troops accustomed 
to perilous reliefs across the open. (e) One of the first days of March. 

(f) The two battalions relieved each other every three days. When out of the Line the 2nd Worc. were billetted on 
March 3rd—6th at Anncquin, and thereafter on each occasion in Bethune. 

January 5th—February Ist, 7 killed, 20 wounded. February 5th—March 4th, 13 killed, 50 wounded. Total 
20 killed, 70 wounded, 
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Fé.—Murch 1915, THE BRITISH ARMY ATTACKS. 


The fine weather of the latter weeks of February slowly dried the sodden soil of Flanders 
and it became possible to contemplate more active operations. During the winter a certain store 
of munitions had been accumulated, and the thinned ranks of the British battalions had been 
filled up with fresh drafts. On the other hand the German forces in Flanders were known to have 
been depleted to strengthen the Russian fiont. It was felt that the time had come for the British 
forces to take the offensive. 


THE BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPELLE. 


In February the British Commander-in-Chief decided that the First Army (a) should attack 
the German lines covering Lille, and before the end of that month preparations for the attack were 
begun. At first but little definite information was vouchsafed to the fighting troops: for it was 
desired to keep secret the time and place of the attack. “But during the first days of March the 
trenches in front of Neuve Chapclle held by the Ist Worcestershire were visited by a succession 
of officers of other regiments, sent up to reconnoitre the ground; and when the Battalion was 
relieved and inarched back from the front line to billets after dark on the 8th of March, officers 
and men could not fail to notice that everywhere along the line of march they passed batteries 
of artillery either already ensconced behind farms and hedgerows or still noisily rumbling into 
Position. 

All the following day (March 9th) the Battalion lay in billets while orders for attack 
on the next morning were received and preparations (b) were made. 


As planned, the attack was intended to crush the salient in the German line formed by the 
village of Neuve Chapelle, and thus to break a gap through the German defensive line. Through 
that gap the British reserves and cavalry were intended to push forward to seize the Aubers Ridge 
and possibly Lille itself. 

The 8th Division, which faced the Neuve Chapelle salient from the west, was to attack in 
the first phase, with the 23rd and 25th Brigades in front line and the 24th Brigade, which included 
the Ist Worcestershire, in reserve. The leading Brigades were to capture the village. Then the 
24th Brigade was to push through the village and past the northern end of the Bois du Biez on to the 
Aubers Ridge. 

A great concentration of artillery had been arranged to support the attack, and elaborate 
Preparations had been made. As part of these preparations the trench-mortar detachment of 
the Ist Worcestershire (c) under Lieut. E. B. Conybeare was stationed on the left flank of the 
front of attack. Their fire was to assist in the reduction of a fortified building in the German front 
line known as the ‘ Moated Grange.’ 


The morning of March 10th was dull but fine and, apart from a few ranging shots, all was 
peaceful till, precisely at 7-30 a.m., the massed British artillery—some five hundred guns—simul- 
taneously opened fire. 

That bombardment was the heaviest experienced till then in any war, and the troops in the 
British front line saw the German trenches which they had faced all the Winter disappear in a 
whirlwind of flame and smoke. For half an hour the German lines were bombarded: then the 
artillery lifted from the trenches to the village in rear, and the battalions of the 23rd and 25th 
Brigades clambered out of their trenches and advanced to the assault. 

On the right of the 8th Division’s front the battalions of the 25th Brigade met with but little 
oppusition, and at 8-30 a.m, they swept through the village. Further they could not go, for our own 
artillery were still bursting a curtain of shells (d) between the village and the Bois du Biez. 

A reconnoitring patrol (e) from the Ist Worcestershiie had accompanied the leading bat- 
talions with orders to push on when they halted and reconnvitre the line over which the advance 
of the reserves was to be made. The shell-fire cast of the village prevented the patrol from pro- 
ceeding direct to the Bcis du Biez: but by working round to the left the patrol found a way along 
alane to the Layes brook and thence to the ground north of the wood. Save for some stray bullets 
their advance was unopposed. The ground north of the wood was unoccupied by the enemy. 
After making a hasty reconnaissance of the ground in front, the patrol returned to the ruins of 
Neuve Chapelle Church to await the Battalion : for according to the original instructions the reserve 

_Bneade was to pass through Neuve Chapelle at 9-30 a.m. 


officially subdivided into two ‘‘ Armies,” com- 

mith-Dorrien. 

In view of the uncertain weather the troops were to 
fight in greatcoats, the skirts of which were ordered to be fastened back in the French manner. 

() Six trench-mortars with sixteen men. 

(@ It was in connection with the artillery fire on this line that the term “ barrage ” was first used officially in the 
British Army. (e) One subaltern (H.F.S.) and two men, 
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But the Battalion did not reach the Church at 9-30 a.m. On the left the attack had not 
succeeded and the forward movcment of the reserves was in consequence delayed. 


On the front of the 23rd Brigade the artillery bombardment had not succeeded in demolishing 
the enemy’s defences ; and the attacking battalions had suffered heavily in unsuccessful assaults. 
In support of the attack Lieut. Conybeare’s trench-mortar detachment engaged a small redoubt 
which formed the apex of the salient in the German line near the ‘‘ Moated Grange.” The six 
absurd mortars fizzed and banged away merrily. One of them was hit by a shell, one blew up 
and another soon showed signs of following suit ; but the remaining three mortars continued to 
fire. The enemy endeavoured to counter their bombardment by boldly hoisting a machine-gun on 
to the parapet, but on that machine-gun the mortars miraculously secured a direct hit. Then the 
Germans tried to break out from their redoubt, but Lieut. Conybeare himself shot down one officer 
and three men; and the remainder abandoned the attempt. Finally the survivors of the garrison 
of the redoubt put up the white flag: a great triumph for the despised ‘‘ Archibalds’” (a). 

It was after noon before the redoubt surrendered. By that time, after much confused fighting, 
the 23rd Brigade had succeeded in capturing all the German trenches opposcd to them. Lieut. 
Conybeare then moved off with the remnants of his mortar battery and rejoined the Battalion. 

The Ist Worcestershire had moved forward from their billets at 9 a.m. down the main La 
Bassée road, but before the old British front line was reached orders were received to halt at the 
cross-roads at Rouge Croix. There the Battalion waited till 11 a.m. when a move was made forward 
to the old trench line. There again a halt was ordered and a long delay took place, the Battalion 
fretting in idleness until 2 p.m. 

In front of them the open ground around the village was dotted with working parties, with 
wounded men walking back and with the usual debris of battle; while in every direction German 
shells were bursting. 

The general situation was unknown, and neither the British reserve battalions nor their 
commanders were aware of the golden opportunity which was being wasted. The stubborn resistance 
of the enemy on the northern flank near the “‘ Moated Grange ” was paralysing the attack, and the 
open gap north of the Bois du Biez had not been exploited. 

The fighting on the left flank continued, and at 2 p.m. orders were received that the Battalion 
was to send forward two companics to reinforce the troops of the 23rd Brigade at a captured redoubt 
designated on the British maps “ Point 6." Accordingly “‘B’”’ and “ C’’ Companies of the Bat- 
talion, under the 2nd-in-command, Major J. F. S. Winnington, moved off in extended order across 
the open to that redoubt. They occupied the redoubt and held it for two hours under heavy fire 
and with no slight loss ; Captain Linton was wounded, Lieut. Benningfield killed, and Lieut. Matthews 
and many of the rank and file were hit. The lives of three men who fell wounded in the open were 
saved by Lance-Corporal R. Blakeman, who at great risk dragged them under cover (6). 

Presently the fighting round the orchard died down. The two companies were ordered 
to rejoin the 24th Brigade, and returned to the Battalion. 


The short spring day was drawing to a close before orders came (c) at last for the 24th Brigade 
to advance : not towards Neuve Chapelle village but eastwards past the north of the village towards 
Piétre. The Brigade moved forward into the gathering dusk. Hedges and ditches made progress 
difficult and troops of the 7th Division crossed the line of advance (d). Consequently there were 
many checks and much difficulty in keeping direction. Eventually, as darkness fell, the leading 
companies approached a group of cottages (e) and were brought to a stop by bursts of rapid fire. 
There was sume confused movement and much firing. Orders were passed down to entrench, and 
the troops scraped cover with thcir entrenching implements in the heavy clay. Two companies 
of the Ist Worcestershire formed the front line under Major Winnington, the other two being held 
back by Colonel Wodchouse in support. On the left of the Worcestershire were the 2nd East 
Lancashire and on the right flank were the lst Sherwood Foresters. 

The attack of the morning had taken the enemy by surprise, and had actually effected that 
break in his defence for which the British staff had hoped. When the reconnoitring patrol cf the 
Battalion had reached the open country north of the Bois du Biez there had been no enemy troops 
there to oppose an advance ; but the opportunity had been missed, and in the ensuing delay the 
enemy had been able to bring up reinforcements and to establish a defensive line, based on a chain 
of works previously constructed, from Mauquissart to the Bois du Biez. Throughout the night 


(a) Lieut. Conybeare was awarded the M.C. (b) L/Cpl. Blakeman was awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) 4.20 p.m. according to the Iivisional account ; 5.30 p.m. according to the Battalion Diary. 

(d) The reserve Brigade of the 7th Division was endeavouring to wheel northwards. 

(e) These were the cottages marked on the British may’s as Points 85 and 86 ; but it appears to have Leen erroneously 
reported that the Brigade had reached the outskirts of Piétre. 
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1 Merch 1916, BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPELLE. 


of March 10th/1lth the German infantry (a) worked hard to complete their defences, and by 
dawn they were entrenched and protected by wire along their whole front. 

But on the British side the arrangements for communication between the fighting troops 
and the staff had not been adequately thought out and had already broken down. The intermingling 
of units and the advance in the darkness had caused general confusion and loss of direction and 
during the night the troops in the front line received no orders as to any further advance. In default 
of instructions they busied themselves in providing such cover as could be improvised against the 
continuous shell-fire. 


No orders, we have said, reached the troops in the firing line; nevertheless orders for an 
attack early next morning had in fact been made out. At 6-45 a.m. the British artillery were to 
teopen the bombardment and then the infantry were to assault. Those orders reached the batteries 
but not the battalions ; consequently at 6-45 a.m. the British artillery again opened a heavy fire 
against what they believed to be the German positions. Unfortunately the information at the 
disposal of the British gunners as to the line held by the enemy was inaccurate (6) and the British 
shells fell far beyond the new German trenches. On the other hand the German batteries, possessed 
of accurate knowledge of the situation, were able effectively to sweep all the ground about the 
positions held by the 1st Worcestershire and the other battalions of the 24th Brigade. 

Communication between Battalion Headquarters and the front line was difficult to maintain ; 
but Company-Sergeant-Major H. Webb bravely carried several messages forward to the companies 
at great risk under the heavy fire (c). 

During the morning, in spite of the absence of orders, the British front-line troops made 
several attempts to advance: but those attempts were withered by the enemy’s fire. No definite 
orders reached any Battalion of the 24th Brigade until 2-30 p.m., when Colonel Wodehouse was 
informed that a fresh general attack was to be made at once (d) : he was instructed to give immediate 


orders for attack and to push his two reserve companics up to the front line, in the hope that the 


impetus they would bring would be sufficient to carry the front line forward to the assault. Accord- 
ingly “ A” and “ D” Companies advanced over ground raked from front and flank by the enemy’s 
fire. The advance was made most gallantly, but most of the officers and men of the two companies 
were shot down and the survivors were unable to do more than reinforce the companies in the forward 
trenches. They brought with them however the definite order that an immediate advance was to 
be made. On learning this, Major Winnington sent a message to the Northamptonshire, informing 
them of the order and asking them to conform to his attack. Then as a preliminary movement 
he ordered one platoon from each of ‘‘ C”’ and “‘ D”” Companies to advance and seize a line indicated 
near the German trenches. The two platoons, led by Lieuts. Conybeare and Tristram, dashed 
furward in the most gallant manner through a concentrated machine-gun fire. They lost half 
their numbers, but the remnant followed the two subalterns to the line of a ditch within thirty 
yards of the German position. They held that ditch for half-an-hour under heavy fire, but no 
support came. The commanding officer of the Northamptonshire had replied to Major Winnington 
that it was useless to attempt an advance against such a strong position as yet undamaged by our 
artillery ; and without the co-operation of the flanking battalion Major Winnington did not feel 
justified in ordering an advance. 

Ammunition ran short in the front line, and Private E. Frazier volunteered to fetch a further 
supply. Under a heavy fire he made his way back to the support trenches and returned laden with 
bandoliers, coolly working across the open from one shell-hole to another (e). 

Eventually, at 3 p.m., the British artillery, at last correctly informed of the location of the 
enemy's trenches, shortened their range—with disastrous results, for the first three shells crashed 
into the two gallant platoons lying out in front. All except six men and the two subalterns were 
killed or wounded, and Major Winnington, seeing that their position was hopeless, signalled them to 
Tetire. By a miracle the eight survivors reached the trenches unhurt. 


To the right of the Battalion the 1st Sherwood Foresters had attacked, and had succeeded in 
gaining possession of some ruined buildings slightly in advance of the right flank of the Worcestershire; 
but that gain of ground was accomplished only at the cost of heavy casualties, especially in officers. 

Night fell, but the shelling did not cease, and in the darkness the weary troops worked hard 
to improve the muddy ditches which constituted their defences. Battalion Headquarters of the 
Ist Worcestershire were brought forward to near the front line and the Battalion was reorganised. 
“B” “C” and “ D” Companies were now in front line, with ‘‘ A’? Company in support to the 
Tight flank of the line. 


(a) The 15th Infantry Regiment and the 11th Jager Battalion were opposing the 24th Brigade. 
(0) See footnote above. The mistake as to the actual position of the 24th Brigade was the cause of that failure, 
(c) C. S. M. Webb was awarded the D.C.M. 
(4) For the full explanation of that sudden order the reader must be referred to the Official History. 
(e-) Pte. Frazier was awarded the D.C.M. 
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BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPELLE. 19th March 1915 


Tt was not only the British who were using the hours of darkness to good advantage. _ The 
German line opposite was filling up with fresh troops. Reserves had arrived to help the original 
defenders, and German Headquarters had now determined to retake the village of Neuve Chapelle 
at dawn the next morning. Opposite the line held by the 24th Brigade a fresh Regiment of Bavarians 
was brought up for the assault (a). 


After a chilly and miserable night the first daylight of March 12th filtered down through a thin 
white mist. Before the dawn the enemy’s artillery had heavily shelled the ground around the 
British trenches ; now they increased their range. 

Almost at once came the sound of rapid firing both from the Northamptons on the left and the 
Foresters on the right. Then through the mist a dense mass of attacking infantry came surging 
forwards against the trenches held by the Ist Worcestershire. The attackers were two battalions 
of the 21st Bavarian Reserve Regiment in close formation, with a mounted officer riding in their midst. 
“On they came in a great mass,” wrote a subaltern of the Worcestershire, “ their officers in front 
waving swords, then a great rabble followed by a fat old blighter on a horse” (b). All along the 
line the men of the Ist Worcestershire gripped their rifles and awaited the order to open fire. After 
two davs of muddle and failure the moment for which they had trained (c) had come at last. ; 

On the right of the Worcestershire the Sherwoods suddenly fell back. The little salient 
which their line formed had been attacked from both sides and broken in. The right company of 
the Foresters had been forced back on their supporting line and their left company now also retired, 
leaving the right flank of the Worcestershire open. 

That sudden retirement of the troops on their immediate right might have unnerved younger 
troops; but the old Battalion remained unshaken. “A” Company swiftly formed to the right 
to face the opened flank and the abandoned trenches of the Foresters. ‘ There was a most extra- 
ordinary hush for a few seconds as we held our fire,” said an officer, “ while they closed in on us. 
The Germans came on to within seventy yards. Then at last from flank to flank the whole line 
of the Worcestershire broke into the crackling roar of rapid fire—the ‘‘ mad minute, so assiduously 
practised. ‘‘ We brought them down in solid chunks,” wrote one subaltern (a), “’ Down went the 
officers, the sergeant-majors and the old blighter on the horse.” Then, as the German battalions 
reeled under the storm, the Worcestershire broke from their trenches and charged with the bayonet. 
“We counter-charged .................and back the rabble went, full tilt for their own trenches 400 yards 
away" (e). ; : 

On the right “‘A” Company, gallantly led by Captain J. H. M. Arden, charged along the line 
of the Foresters’ abandoned trenches straight into the thick of the enemy, “ scattering them like 
fowls ’’(f). The ruined buildings were retaken with the bayonet, and ‘‘ A” Company pursued the 
enemy some distance to the right beyond the Foresters’ position into an orchard on the far side of a 
country road. ‘‘ The Worcesters had a fine scrap with the Germans in an orchard round a farmhouse, 
wrote a newspaper correspondent (g). ‘‘ The Worcesters had their tails up with a vengeance. 
They chased the Germans up and down that muddy field like terriers after rats. They pursued 
them with the bayonet round the trees.” , 

If other troops had been available to support that isolated company the German defensive 
front might have been broken; but the Foresters had lost nearly all their officers, and were unable 
to do more than reoccupy their old line. “A” Company held the orchard till about 11 a.m. and 
then withdrew behind the Foresters to reorganise. ‘ 

Meanwhile further to the left, the other three companies of the Battalion after a fierce bayonet 
fight had pursued the beaten enemy into their own lines. As his men flooded forward across the 


(2) Extract from Regimental History of the 2lst Bavarian Reserve Regiment (March 12th, 1915) : *) i : 
oy . During the night the ............. battalions of the Regiment moved forward to a position of assembly 

some The Regiment was disposed between the cross roads Pietre-La Russie ready for attack, Ist 
“ Battalion on the right, 2nd Battalion on the left, with as attack objective the front from the road triangle 
“at the N.E. corner of Neuve Chapelle to Neuve Chapelle Church. The line of demarcation Between the 
‘two battalions lay from the S.W. house of the group of houses S.W. of Pictre to the S. point of the above 
‘mentioned road triangle.” ssa i : 

(6) Three living witnesses, including an officer (M.A H.C.) testify to that mounted officer riding a white horse. 

(c) It will be remembered that the Battalion had previously been one of the best shooting units in the Army. Ino) 
they had been the ton battalion of the whole United Kingdom, and in 1913 they had held the same position 
in Egypt. (d) EBC, rn 

(e) Further extract from Regimental History of the 2Ist Bavarian Reserve Regiment— . 4 
or . . During this advance Major Eberhard commanding the Ist Battalion was killed Peery an 
“his bodv was not recovered The Keyiment moving forward at 4 a.m. (German time) reached tl he 
“bank of the Laies brook and a group of houses lying east of Neuve Chapelle on the Moulin de Piers Neuse 
(Chapelle road. Here however the attick met an enemy attack of greatly superior numbers which was 
“ attempting to force a breakthrough at Neuve Chapelle, The encounter took place ina thick mist 0... 


“and the fth Bavarian Reserve Division was finally... .. forced back on to the defensiv 
“even though the last reserves had been put in a 
(f) Letter from J.H.M.A. (g) Times, April 19th, 1915. 
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The counter-charge of the 1st Worcestershire 
against the 21st Bavarians. 


" Neuve Chapelle 12th March, 1915. 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday. 


Norg. In that fight the Bavarians were wearing their spiked helmets, 
and several of those picked up on the ground after the charge were, as indicated 
in the picture, without the grey field cover. Many of the British rank and file 
were wearing soft caps with strap over the top. At that time our men were 
taught to twist their rifles outwards when “on guard,” eo that the bayonet 
blade was horizontal. 
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12 March 1918, BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPELLE. 


open, Colonel Wodehouse sent a message (a) to 24th Brigade Headquarters saying that the Battalion 
was advancing and asking that the artillery might be warned. Had the Brigade acted at once, 
and had reinforcements followed in the wake of the Worcestershire, much might have been acconi- 
plished. As it was, the Battalion stormed the buildings in front (marked on the British maps as Point 
85) and prepared to hold them against the expected counter-attacks. No support came, and the 
Bntish artillery intermittently bombarded the captured buildings. Further to the left the North- 
amptonshire had made an attempt to follow up the enemy’s retirement ; but heavy loss brought 
their attack to a standstill, and in the mist the Worcestershire were not aware of their movement. 

In their isolated position the Ist Worcestershire held firm. One counter-attack after another 
was beaten off. At last, about 10 a.m., it became clear that the position of the Battalion, far in 
advance of the remainder of the Brigade, encircled by enemy on three sides and shelled by both 
artilleries, was no longer tenable. Reluctantly Colonel Wodehouse gave orders for the Battalion 
to fall back to the former line. 

The ground across which the retirement had to be made was open and level, and on both 
flanks the enemy were strongly posted. The thrce companies fell back in good order by alternate 
platoons, each unit doing its best to cover by fire the movement of the others ; but under the cross- 
fire of the enemy’s machine-guns the platoons withered away. Officers and men fell fast. The 
Commanding Officer, the Adjutant, and the last surviving Company Commander went down, and 
it was a mere remnant of the three stubborn companies which, still in good order and grimly firing, 
teached the trenches which they had held at dawn. 

Outside the trenches the open ground was littered with dead and wounded. Many of the 
latter were dragged into safety by brave men who dashed out from the trenches and brought in 
their stricken comrades in spite of the enemy’s fire. Great bravery was shewn by Privates F. E. 
Riggs and J. Riley, both of whom, although wounded more than once, continued their work of 
Tescue as long as their strength endured (8). 

The survivors of “ A’’ Company were still away to the right, in the salient formed by the 
trenches of the Sherwood Foresters. The latter battalion had now hardly any company officers 
left, and, in consequence, their Commanding Officer ordered (c) Captain Arden to organise a com- 
Posite company, from his own men and such of the Sherwoods as he could muster, and with these 
to try to gain ground towards the enemy in the orchard. Captain Arden carried out his orders, 
He could collect no more than twenty of his own men and as many of the Foresters, but with these 
he again pushed forward to the attack, crossed the road, and once more cleared the orchard. Further 
advance was not possible, but he remained holding the orchard until late in the afternoon. Then, 
since no support had arrived, he withdrew, and with the remnant of his company he rejoined the 
Battalion (d). 

Darkness closed in with heavy rain. Abcut 9 p.m. came orders that a night attack on the 
enemy’s position was to be made: the 2nd Devons were coming up to assist. The survivors of 
the Ist Worcestershire braced themselves for a further effort. By that time the platoons had shrunk 
to little groups of men led by junior N.C.O’s. (e) ; one company had lost all its officers and was 
commanded by the company-sergeant-major (f); but the fighting spirit still remained. The 
Devons came up in the darkness, plans were concerted, and from 11 p.m. onwards the two battalions 
lay out on the soaked ground awaiting the order to advance. But the order did not arrive: instead 
at 3.a.m., word came that the attack was cancelled and that the Worcestershire would withdraw 
into reserve. The Battalion (g) moved back through the darkness and at 4-45 a.m., in the first 
light of dawn, reached their allotted position near Rue Tilleloy, behind “ B” Lines. 

With the cancelling of the orders for that night attack the battle of Neuve Chapelle came 
toanend. The infantry of both sides were exhausted, and no fresh reinforcements were brought 
up to renew the fight. During the next three days the British and German artilleries kept up an 
angry fire. Then their activity died away, and the work of burying the dead and consolidating 
the new trench line procecded withvut further interruption. The trenches which the Ist Worcester- 
shire had held against the Bavarian attack kecame part of the new line, while the ruined buildings 
which the Foresters had taken and which Captain Ardcn’s charge had recaptured formed a salient 
which became known afterwards to many units of the Army as “ The Duck’s Bill.” 

: Save for that gain of ground and for the proud memory of that bayonet fight there was but 
little profit visible to the regimental officers and men from the battle of Neuve Chapelle. 


‘a) That message is recorded by 24th Brigade Headquarters as having been received at 6.33 a.m. 

(t) Both were awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) About 1 p.m. (2) Captain Arden was subsequently awarded the D.S.O. 

) Corpl. J. Tromans showed great skill and cov : in leading his platoon after his officer had fallen ; he was sub- 
sequently awarded the D.C.M. (f) Cc ajor F. G. Morgan, who was subsequently awarded the D.C.M, 

(3) The Battalion was brought out of action by Major J. F. S. Winnington, who was awardcd the D.S O, for his cool 
and gallant leadership. 
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..'. The losses‘had been terribly severe. The Ist Worcestershire had lost over 370 of all ranks, 
including 19 officers (2). The Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel E. C. F. Wodehouse, D.S.O. 
and the Adjutant, Lieutenant J. S. Veasey, a brilliant young officer, were among the dead. The 
Battalion had gone into action on March 10th with a strength of 26 officers and $70 rank and 
file. On the morning of March 13th the whole Battalion could muster no more than 7 officers 
and 450 men. 

The loss of Colonel Wodehouse—the first Commanding Officer of the Regiment to fall at the 
head of his Battalion since the far-off days of Sobraon—was felt mest keenly by all the survivors, 
for the Colonel's courage, kindliness and resource had been the mainstay of the Battalion through- 
out the long ordeal of the winter. Had his bold counter-attack been followed up by other troops, 
the results of the third day’s fighting might well have been a definite victory. 


While the Ist Battalion was earning bitter glory at Neuve Chapelle the 2nd and 3rd Battalions 
had been engaged in the subsidiary operations which had been planned to assist the main attack. 

Those subsidiary operations included demonstrations and “ Chinese attacks’’ along the 
whole front of the British Armies in Flanders; but it had been decided that at two pcints real 
minor attacks should be made. These two selected points were the neighbourhood of the La Bassée 
Canal and of the Messines Ridge, and the attacks were to be delivered respectively by the 2nd and 
the 3rd Divisions. 


THE ATTACK ON GIVENCHY. 


On the front of the 2nd Division the attack was delivered on March 10th by the 6th Brigade 
along the northern bank of the La Bassée Canal. The 2nd Worcestershire, in the trenches on the 
southern bank of the canal, did not actually take part in the attack. Nevertheless it was an exciting 

ay. 

‘ The artillery bombardment opened at 7-30 a.m. There was no wind, and the smoke of 
each bursting shell shot up in a great mushroom which hung in the still air until, for miles to right 
and left, the German line was overhung by a pall of multi-coloured smoke clouds, grey, yellow, brown 
and pink, stabbed by the white fleecy balls of our shrapnel. At 8.5 a.m. the bombardment increased 
to intensity. Five minutes later the guns lifted their fire and the battalions of the 6th Brigade 
north of the Canal advanced to the attack. Meanwhile to the southward the French had exploded 
amine at 7-30 a.m. and to the eastward the village of Fournes was set on fire by bombs from British 
aeroplanes. 

The forward platoons of the 2nd Worcestershire did their best to assist the attack by opening 
bursts of rapid fire ; and all stood to arms in the trenches awaiting orders, under a severe bombard- 
ment. But the attack of the 6th Brigade failed to break the enemy’s defences. Presently the 
firing died down, and all were rclieved to find that the enemy’s shcll-fire had inflicted but few 
casualties on the Battalion (b). Just before midnight the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved by 
the 2nd H.L.I. and marched back without further incident to billets in Bethune. 


On the Messines front, however, the subsidiary attack was to have a grimmer issue for the 
Regiment. The attack of the 3rd Division was made on March 12th by the 7th Brigade—with 
disastrous results. 


THE ATTACK ON SPANBROEK MILL. 


From the 4th till the 11th of March the 3rd Worcestershire had lain in billets at Locre. On 
the morning of March 10th the rumble of the firing at Neuve Chapelle to the southward could be 
distinctly heard. Next day came orders for the attack. The 7th Brigade would take and con- 
solidate the Spanbroek Mill, as a preliminary to a further advance. The battalions detailed for 
the attack were the 3rd Worcestershire and the Ist Wiltshire, with the 2nd South Lancashire in 
support. The assault was timed for 8-40 a.m. next morning (April 12th). 


(a) The detail of casualties 


follow: —Killed 9 officers (Lt. -C Jonel E. C. F. Wodehouse D.S.0., Capt. L. T. 
Watson, It. and Adj Lt. L. H. Ruck, Lt. J. H. Tristram, Lt. J. R. Cox, 2/Lt. M. V. Benningfield, 
2/Lt. D. H. Gotch, 2/Lt. PG: Barnett) and 92 other ranks. Wounded 10 officers (Captain C. Richardson, 
Capt. T. K. Pardoe, Capt. C. S. Linton, Capt. T. Fitzjohn, Lt. J. M. Monk, Lt. H. Fitz M. Stacke, Lt.C. P. L. 
Firth, 2'Lt. C. M. Humphries, 2'Lt. I. F. V. Matthews, 2/Lt. M. C. Palmer) and 226 other ranks. Missing 37. 
Besides these losses many officers and men, including the 2nd-in-command, Major J. F.S. Winnington, and 
Lieut. M. A. Hamilton Cox, were invahided after the battle from the effects of the strain and exposure of 
the three d and nights of fighting. It may be of interest to note t the losses of our opponents, the 21st 
Bavarian Reserve Regiment, according to their official history, were 25 officers and 1139 other ranks. 

(b) One killed, one sergeant and four privates wounded. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel E. C. F. Wodehouse, D.S.O., 


Commanding Ist Battalion The Worcestershire Regiment. 


KILLED IN ACTION ON 12th MARCH, 1915 
IN THE BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPELLE. 
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12th March 1915, THE ATTACK ON SPANBROEK MILL. 


The front-line trenches of the 3rd Division were then held by the battalions of the 85th 
Brigade (a) and the assaulting battalions, after a night march from their billets at Locre, formed 
up at dawn of March 12th in newly dug assembly trenches behind the front line. Then came orders 
that the assault was postponed. The previous two days had been misty. On the morning of 
March 12th the mist, which further south was even then veiling the Bavarian counter-attack against 
Neuve Chapelle, had deepened on the Messines Ridge to a dense white fog through which nothing 
could be seen. The British artillery had been bombarding the encmy’s positions since 7 a.m. but 
the mist made it impossible to observe the result. 

Waiting before an attack is never pleasant. The assembly trenches were only half dug 
and were full of water. In such cover as those shallow trenches afforded the two battalions crouched 
all the morning while the German shells crashed down about them in answer to the British fire. 
Slowly the mist cleared, and as it cleared the German fire became more accurate. There were 
many casualties. Even to the Staff in rear the success of the attack appeared problematical. 
“T think there was still some doubt whether the assault would take place,”’ wrote an officer at 7th 
Brigade Headquarters, “when a message arrived to say that the First Army were making excellent 
progress down south, that there were indications of the Germans withdrawing troops from these 
parts, and that therefore our attack should not be delayed a moment longer than possible.” The 
die was cast ; the British artillery definitely opened their bombardment at 2-30 p.m., and at 4-10 p.m. 
the leading companies of the two battalions rose from the waterlogged ditches, crossed the front- 
line trenches by temporary plank-bridgcs under a hail of bullets and plunged forward through knee- 
deep mud to the assault. 

“C”’ Company, led by Captain J. Goff, rushed forward up the slope, followed closely by “ A” 
Company under Captain G. E. Hewett. The enemy’s fire was fierce and deadly, and officers and 
men went down at every step. The survivors plunged on through the mud, reached the German 
wire entanglements and struggled through such gaps as they could find. The leading party was 
headed by 2/Lieut. A. Hollandid), closely followed by Sergt. R. Drinkall, Sergt. A. E. Ince and Corpl. 
W. Mansell. They broke through the wire and stormed the hostile parapet. A few minutes fierce 
fighting sufficed to clear a short length of trench. Then the subaltern rallied his party under cover 
in the trench and prepared to make good the ground gained. He had with him no more than 40 
N.C.0's. and men. Lieutenant C. G. Martin of the Royal Engineers had reached the trench and 
directed the work of consolidation. Another Worcestershire subaltern, 2/Licut. W. H. Clarke, was 
dragged into the trench, mortally wounded, only to die shortly afterwards. 

Further to the right another small party had succeeded in breaking through the German 
lines and seizing a group of ruined houses. That was the total success. The rest of the two attacking 
companies of the 3rd Worcestershire had been shot down, and were lying killed or wounded on 
the broken mud between the trench-lines. The other two companies of the Battalion had been 
ordered not to move from the assembly trenches. On the left the attack of the Wiltshire had failed 
as signally : not a man had reached the German lines. 

Soon the enemy began to press inwards along the trenches with bomb and bayonet against 
the two little parties which had penetrated their position. Isolated though they were, the Worces- 
tershire lads held firin and repulsed all attacks for over three hours. But no help came: instead 
the British artillery, misinformed as to the position, commenced again to bombard the German 
front line, and anrihilated the hapless party in the ruined buildings. 

If 2/Licut. Holland’s party was to avoid a similar fate it was urgently necessary that news 
of their position should be sent back: and it was not possible to establish signal communication. 
Corp]. W. Mansell volunteered to take back a message, and boldly worked his way across the open 
from trench to trench. He was fired on all the way and was hit three times; but he persisted 
in the attempt, reached safety and made his report. Then, after having his three wounds dressed, 
he bravely turrncd again to the battle, workcd his way again across the open to the captured trench 
and resumed his place in the defence (c). 

The defence was maintained until dusk. Lieutenant C. G. Martin R.E. showed great bravery(d), 
and Sergeants Ince and Drinkall were conspicuous for ability and determination, grimly holding 
an improviced sandbag block under a continuous fire of bombs (e). Outside the trench efforts 
Were made to rescue the wounded. Two of the Battalion stretcher-bearers, Corp]. B. Whittington 
and Pte. W. Suffolk crawled forward across the open under heavy fire and brought back stricken 
men from the German wire entanglements (f). 

Darkness closed down, and a report on the situation was carried back by Sergeant Ince and 
Private J. C. Wooton, who returned to Lieut. Martin bearing orders to cvacuate the captured 


(a) During February this Brigade had replaced the 9th Brigade in the 3rd Division. 

() Dorsetshire Regiment, attached. 

() Corpl. Mansell was awarded a bar to his D.C.M. (d) Lt. Martin, R.E., was awarded the V.C, 
(e) Sergts. Ince and Drinkall were awarded the D.C.M. 

(f) Corpl. Whittington and Pte. Suffolk were awarded the D.C.M. 
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trench. The General had decided to accept the failure rather than uselessly to sacrifice more 
lives. The little party under Lieuts. Martin and Holland made their way back. Game to the 
last, they sent back all their wounded (a) before they finally withdrew. 


The losses in that disastrous attack were severe. The two attacking companies were almost 
annihilated. The casualties of the Battalion were nearly 180, including nine officers killed (b). 

After the return of 2/Lieut. Holland’s party, the companies of the 3rd Worcestershire made 
their way back to billets behind Locre. There the Battalion rested and recrganised for three days. 
On March 16th the 3rd Worcestershire again moved forward and once more took over the same 
trenches. Many of the dead still lay there awaiting burial, and that sad duty was the principal 
occupation of three depressing days. Firing on both sides had died down, and there was little 
activity to record (c). 

That tour in the front line was destined to be the last the Battalion was to see for many days 
of those particular trenches. 

On March 14th the energetic Bavarian Division which faced the British lines a few miles 
to the northward had attacked dnd broken in the front of the newly-formed British 27th Division 
at St. Eloi. The 27th Division, badly shaken, had failed to recover the Icst ground, and it had 
now been decided that their line should be taken over by the war-worn veterans of the 3rd Division. 
Accordingly on the 19th the 3rd Worcestershire left the Spanbroek Mill position (d@). After a few 
days in billets at La Clytte and Locre the 3rd Worcestershire relieved the 2nd Gloucestershire of 
the 27th Division in trenches hastily dug since the action just south of St. Eloi, facing the Mound 
which the Germans had captured in the recent fighting. From their newly gained position the 
enemy kept up a steady sniping fire, which cost the Battalion several casualties (e). Otherwise 
the closing days of March were fairly quiet, while both sides worked hard at improving their new 
defences. On March 29th the Battalion was relieved by the 2nd Royal Irish Rifles and marched 
back to billets in La Clytte and Dickebusch. The Battalicn was destined to remain in that sector 
facing St. Eloi for several weeks to come. 


After the battle of Neuve Chapelle the career of the Ist Battalion was for some time ccm- 
paratively uneventful. During the morning of March 13th the Battalion (f) lay in Brigade Reserve 
near the Rue Tilleloy. In the early afternoon the Worcestershire were ordered back to billets 
at “ Red Barn” where they lay till the following evening. Then the Battalion again moved up to 
the front line at the point where the old and new trench lites joined beyond the ‘“‘ Moated Grange.” 
There the Ist Worcestershire remaincd (g) till the evening cf March 16th, when they were relieved 
by the 2nd Devons and marched back into billets in Estaircs ; in which town the Battalion lay for 
five days resting, refitting, and receiving reinforcements. On March 22nd Majer (afterwards 
Lieut.-Colonel) G. W. St. G. Grogan arrived and took command. 

On March 21st the Battalion moved forward from Estaires to rescrve billets at Rue Epinette. 
There they were shelled and suffered a few casualties. On March 23rd the Worcestershire moved 
back to Estaires and then next day the Battalion marchcd, with the other battalions of the Brigade, 
to billets in Neuf Berquin. 

The 8th Division had now taken over a new front, stretching from Rouges Bancs to Bois Grenier. 
On March 25th the 24th Brigade moved forward from Neuf Berquin to billets on the Sailly 
—Bac St. Maur road, and on the following day the 1st Worccstershire took over a section of the 
new Divisional line from the 14th Canadian Battalion. The new sector proved very quiet, the 
trenches were good and comfortable, and there was little hostile activity beyond casual sniping 
fire (4). In one or other sector of the new Divisional front the Ist Worcestershire remained until 
the beginning of May, carrying out a steady routine of three days in the trenches alternately with 
three days in billets (#), the latter being in the area between Bac St. Maur and Laventie. 

Further south the 2nd Battalion passed an equally quict time. After the battle of Neuve 
Chapelle the front of the 2nd Division was altered, and the 5th Brigade was ordered to take over 


(a) The work of removing the wounded was carricd out by Sergt. Ince, who personally rescued several men. 

(6) Killed: Nine officers—Captain G. E. Hewett, Lt. C. G. B. Loos, 2/Lts. C. F. Muore, W. H. Clarke, F. B. Burr, 
T. Freeman, E. M. Mansell-Pleydell (Dorsets, attached), M. J. Murphy, W. B. Barling, and 38 other ranks. 
Wounded, 99. Missing 32. 

(c) Casualties, 16th—-19th March, 1 killed. (d) The Battn. was relieved by the 2nd Northumberland Fusiliers. 

(e) March 23rd-—-29th, 5 killed, 5 wounded. 

(f) From March 13th till March 22nd, the Battalion was commanded by Captain J. H. M.Arden. During that period 
numerous reinforcements arrived, including, among others, Capt. RK. J. Ford, Lieuts. E. C. R. Hudson and 
Rk. C. Wynter, 2/Lieuts. R. P. Birtles, W. C. Wilson, FE. S. Molyneux and S. L. Courtauld. Lieut. F.C. 
Roberts was appcinted Adjutant immediately after the battle. (g) Casualties, 7 killed, 8 wounded. 

(hk) Casualtics: March 26th—29th, 2 wounded. April 7th, | wounded. April 13th, 2/Lt. W.V.P.C. Whittle killed. 
April l4th, 1 killed. April 24th—25th, I killed, 1 wounded. 

(i) While in Divisional Reserve, on April 2Ist the Battalion was inspected by the Commander-in-Chief, Sir John 
French, who congratulated the Battalion on the part played in the battle of Neuve Chapelle, and presented 
decorations, 
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once more the defences of Festubert. The breastworks there had been but little damaged during 2npD 
the recent fighting and in the fine spring weather that part of the line was no longer so unpleasant 

as before. It was possible for battalions to be kept longer in front line than during the winter and 

seven days became the normal tour. The Battalion remained in the Festubert sector (a) until 

the middle of April, shelled intermittently but suffering little loss (0). 


Meanwhile in England the danger of invasion was no longer considered so menacing as in 1 
1914; for the New Armies were in being. It became possible to release the Territorial Divisions from /7tn 
home defence, and to despatch them to the active service overseas for which they had volunteered. 
On March 29th the move of the South Midland Division to France began. The transport & 
of the Battalions of the 144th Brigade (c) left Maldon East by train for Southampton in the early 
hours of March 30th, and on the following evening (March 31st) the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire '/81TH 
followed the other two battalions of their Brigade down to Maldon East Station and entrained for 
the front. The two Worcestershire battalions embarked at Folkestone (d) after dark, reached 
Boulogne in the middle of the night (e) and then marched three miles to camp. 
On the afternoon of April Ist the two Battalions entrained (f) at Pont de Briques Station, 
meeting there the transport, which had been landed at Havre. 
The troop trains carried the two Battalions to Cassel, where the South Midland Division was 
being concentrated. After detraining at Bavinchove Station at 3 a.m. on April 2nd the Battalions 
marched to their allotted billets, the 1/7th Battalion at Hardifort and the 1/8th at Terdeghem. 
Next day (April 3rd) the Brigade was inspected by General Sir Horace Smith Dorrien, com- 
manding the Second Army. Then on April 5th the Division marched forward in soaking rain 
some twenty miles to billets by Bailleul. Five days of training and route marching followed, after 
which on April 10th the Territorial Battalions marched forward to the forward area near Armentiéres 
for practical instruction in trench warfare. The 1/7th Battalion were attached to the 18th Brigade 
and the 1/8th to the 19th Brigade. The two Battalions were billetted respectively at Armentiéres 
and Erquinghem, and the Territorial platoons were attached in succession to companies of the 
battalions then holding the line. 
Platoon after platoon was initiated in the routine of trench warfare by the old soldiers who 
had endured the Winter months. Apart from sniping and bombing there was but little activity 
around Armentiéres, and the only casualty suffered by either Battalion during that probationary 
Period occurred on April 14th, when 2/Lieut. R. K. Armstrong (g) was wounded. 
Then the South Midland Division was entrusted with a definite section of the line, the front 
between the River Warnave and the Wulverghem-Messines road, covering Ploegsteert Wood. On 
April 17th the 144th Brigade took over the right hand sector of the new Divisional line. The 1/8th 
Worcestershire marched northward from Armentiéres to billets in Divisional reserve at Nieppe 
while the 1/7th Worcestershire went into the trenches for the first time as a complete unit (A). 
On April 19th came the first fatal casualty, one man (1) of the 1/7th Worcestershire being killed. 
On the same day Lance-Corporal J. R. Beagin of the Battalion signallers showed great gallantry 
while laying a telephone wire across exposed ground. He came under heavy fire and was severely 
wounded ; but he pluckily completed the work. His gallantry was rewarded with the D.C.M. (J). 


(@) Battn. was in front-line March 22nd—30th and April 7th—15th. From March 30th to April 7th Battn. was 
billetted in Essars, and after April 15th in Bethune. 

(6) Casualties: 2nd Worcs.—March 22nd—30th. Battalion casualties nil. On March 24th, Lieut. Odling, R.E., 
was killed while working in the front line. On March 29th, the Battn. Dressing Station was hit, and the 
Medical Officer, Lieut. A. M. Smith, 1.A.M.C. was severely wounded. April 6th—1l6th, 3 killed, 8 wounded. 

() The “Gloucestershire and Worcestershire’ Brigade is here referred to by its subsequent number for the sake of 
simplicity. Actually the Territorial Divisions and Brigades were not allotted numbers until after their arrival 
in France. 

(@) 1/7th Battn. embarked on S.S. “ Onward " 1/8th Battn. embarked on S.S. “ Invicta.” The officers who embarked 
with the two Battalions were :— 

Lith Battalion :—Lt.-Colonel A. R. Harman, Major A. S. W. Dore, Captain and Adjt. G. M.C. Davidge, Captains 
E. F. Du Sautoy, W. Adam, F. M. Tomkinson, A. H. Butcher, N. P. Goodwin, F. G. Chamberlin, Lieuts. 
A.G. Rollason, H. Adshead, T. C. F. Harris, K. Homfray, R. G. Addenbrooke, R. A. Leighton, R. W. Hoare, 
2/Lieuts. H. G. W. Wood D. H. Burcher, G. G. Watson, C. E. W. Simes, W. R. Prescott, J. G. Dixon, 
A. G. Gwilliam, E. J. Gore, G. S. Tomkinson, D, B. Drake, KR. K. Armstrong, Lieut. and Qmr. Kk. W. Nield. 

18th Battalion :—Lt.-Colonel W. K. Peake, Major R. H. H. Creak, Major F. A. W. How, Captain and Adjt. P. R. 
Whalley, Captains S. H. Clark, L. Kewrood, H. T. Clarke, . Creak, W. E. L. Cotton, R. H. Burlingham, 
E. S. Jones. Lieuts. P. M. Kerwood, F. W) Hemming, W. Curtler, J. P. Bate, M. M. J. Neville, J. N. 
Bendyshe, H. G. Newman, G. J.1./ Slater, 2'Lieuts. C.C. Davies, H.G. C. Carter, K. M. Mylne, H. P. Borlase, 
J. J. Paskin, C. R. Pawsey, H. S. Wilson, J. R. Blake, R. J.C. W. Hawtrey, A. Plaistowe, Major and Qmr. D. 
Sallis. 

() 1/7th Battn. landed at midnight. 1/8th Battn. landed at 1.15 a.m. 

(f) V/ith Battn. entrained 3 p.m. 1/8th Battn. entrained 9 p.m. 

(g) 1/7th Battalion. (kA) The Battn. relieved the London Rifle Brigade. (i) Private A. Boot. 


(J) This was the first ‘immediate award ' given in the 48th Division, Unfortunately the brave corporal later (2nd 
June) died of his wounds. 
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1 On April 21st the two Worcestershire battalions changed over, the 1/8th relieving the 1/7th (a). 
/ 71TH On April 25th the battalions again changed over, the 1/8th moving back to billets in Ploegsteert 
village. Two days later orders were received for the Brigade to shift its position somewhat to 
& the right. The shift was effected by moving the 1/7th Worcestershire from the left to the right 
: of the Brigade front, and on April 30th the Battalion took over (b) the trenches immediately south 
/ StH of the River Warnave (c). The 1/8th Worcestershire relieved the sister Battalion in those trenches 
on the last day of April. Thenceforward for some two months the two Battalions held alternately 
that same line of trenches. 

When out of the line the two Battalions were billetted either in Brigade reserve at Ploegsteert 

or in Divisional reserve at Pont de Nieppe. 


Thus, so far as the Battalions of the Regiment were concerned, the month of April passed 
without any incident of outstanding importance. Nevertheless it was a busy and an anxious period. 
The methods of warfare were changing. The armies which before 1914 had trained for open warfare 
and had relied on the rifle and the bayonet were reverting to the siege warfare of the XVIIIth 
Century. Already they had rediscovered the effectiveness of hand-grenades—which were prosaically 
rechristened “‘ bombs’. Now, as the sodden clay of Flanders dried in the spring sunshine, 
mining operations were undertaken—mining operations such as had not been seen in Flanders since 
the days of powder and pipeclay. From Cuinchy, from the Ypres Salient and from St. Eloi came 
word of trenches undermined and blown up, until all along the line officers and men were constantly 

: on the alert for the dull sounds of pick and shovel at work under their feet. 
3 At St. Eloi the 3rd Worcestershire were in a particularly unpleasant area of activity (d). 
RD It had been by a mine explosion that the opposing Bavarians had gained the Mound, and both sides 
were active underground, with sap and counter-sap. North-east of St. Eloi, beyond the Ypres 
Canal the British engineers were tunnelling below Hill 60. 

At dawn on April 17th a distant heavy explosion followed by a furious bombardment roused 
the troops in the St. Eloi trenches. Hill 60 had been mined and stormed. During the next four 
days heavy firing continued and the 3rd Worcestershire suffered several casualties (e). 

On April 22nd the thunder of gunfire to the northward became heavier. Before midday 
startling news spread down the line: the enemy were attacking north of Ypres behind clouds of 
poisonous gas. During the ensuing weeks the principal topic of thought and conversation was the 
various possible means to meet that novel method of warfare. All sorts of expedients, some dis- 
tinctly unpleasant, were evolved and tried. Gas became an ever-present bogey, and the mere 
sight of any tube-like object projecting from the enemy’s parapet was sufficient to cause an alarm. 

Although such alarms were constant, no actual gas attack was made against the St. Eloi 
trenches. The 3rd Worcestershire remained actively engaged in sniping and bombing. To the 
northward the thunder of battle in the Ypres Salient continued throughout the first weeks of May. 


2nd . Meanwhile it was widely known that a new offensive was in preparation, an offensive con- 
ceived on a larger scale than that at Neuve Chapclle. In co-operation with the French to the 
southward, the British First Anny was to strike on a wide front and drive back the enemy from 
his positions. The 2nd Division was intended as general reserve to the new attack and the troops 
of the Division, including the 2nd Worcestershire (f) were exercised in the tactics of open warfare. 
That training lasted for a week, and then the 5th Brigade received ordcrs again to take over 

the Cuinchy sector. There mine-warfare was in active progress. The 2nd Worcestershire took 
over a section of the front line on the evening of the 3rd and next morning detected signs of a mine 
being driven against their line. Arrangements were made, the troops were withdrawn from the 
front-line trenches, and British howitzers shelled the suspected ground. The result was seen when 
at dawn on the following morning (May 5th) a mine exploded at that very spot, just in front of 
the Battalion line and within fifty vards of the front trench. A huge crater was made—l65 feet 
deep and 20 vards across—and the experts calculated that 4,000 Ibs. of explosive must have been used. 

Had not the previous days shelling caused the enemy to explode the mine prematurely much loss 

must have been caused ; as it was, the casualties from the explosion totalled no more than 1 killed 

and 13 wounded. In spite of heavy enemy shell fire during the rest of the day, no attack took 
place ; but for the next two days there was a sharp interchange of rifle shots and bombs while both 
sides drove sapheads towards the new crater. 

(a) Who went into billets at Pont de Nieppe. 

(8) From the 2nd Monmouthshire of the 4th Division. 

(c) Left flank of the Battalion on the line of the river. The 1/4th Gloucestershire, hitherto on the right of the Battalion, 
were now on the left flank. 

(a) Casualties: 3rd Worce.-- April Ist, 2/Lt. K. L. Hallward and one private wounded. April 4th—9th, 4 killed, 
7 wounded, April 12th, 1 killed, 1 wounded. (e) April 16th—20th, 1 killed, 12 wounded. 

(f) The 2nd Worcestershire lay in billets at Bethune from April 15th till May 3rd, training and refitting. During 
that period three drafts were reccived, totalling 130 N.C.O’s. and men, with 2/Lts. N. Temple and D. L. 
Vawdrey. 
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May 1915. THE NEW OFFENSIVE. 


On the night of the 6th the 5th Brigade was relieved and moved back into reserve billets 
at Le Quesnoy. The date fixed for the general attack was at hand. 


The immediate objective of the new offensive was that same Aubers Ridge for which the 
battle of Neuve Chapelle had been fought. To gain it a direct attack was to be made by the IVth 
Corps towards Fromelles, whilst a simultaneous attack south of Neuve Chapelle was to be made 
by the Ist Corps. On the same day the French 10th Army was to initiate a great attack against 
the German lines in Artois around the spur of Notre Dame de Lorette. 

It was decided that the attack of the IVth Corps should be delivered by the 8th Division. 
The 7th Division should be in close reserve and should pass through the 8th Division as soon as 
the German line had been breached. 

At Neuve Chapelle the German front line had been broken, but the results of that success 
had been lost because reserves were not immediately ready to push through the gap. To avoid 
atepetition of that mistake it was planned that a continuous fluw of reserve troops should follow 
up the front line of the attack. The two attacking Brigades—24th and 25th—were each disposed 
in depth, battalion behind battalion. Behind them lay in waiting the 23rd Brigade and behind them 
again lay in reserve the brigades of the 7th Division. 


THE BATTLE OF AUBERS RIDGE. 


After four days in billets at Sailly, on the banks of the Lys, the Ist Worcestershire (a) fell 
in at 10-50 p.m. on the night of May 8th and marched forward to the assembly positions for the 
attack. The night was fine and warm with a bright star-light. By 1-30 a.m. of the 9th the units 
of the 24th Brigade were in their selected positions. The 2nd East Lancashire were in front line 
and behind them the Sherwood Foresters. To the right rear of the Foresters lay the Ist Worcester- 
shire, half the Battalion close up by the Layes brook and half some four hundred yards to the rear, 
All three battalions were accommodated in roughly dug assembly trenches. The fourth battalion 
of the Brigade, the 2nd Northamptonshire, were some distance to the right, their rdle being to make 
asubsidiary attack from a small orchard against the German salient to the southward of the main 
front of attack. Orders were that as soon as the East Lancashire had attacked, the Foresters were 
to occupy the front-line trenches, their place inturn being taken by the Worcestershire. Then the 
Foresters would go forward and the Worcestershire would follow. 


At 5 a.m. ona fine clear morning the British artillery opened fire. In a few minutes it became 
clear that neither the accuracy of the bombardment nor its effectiveness was at all comparable 
to that at Neuve Chapelle. British shells faultily timed struck around the assembly positions of 
the British assaulting battalions, whilst a continuous fire of machine-guns and musketry from the 
enemy positions showed that the German defences were not dominated. 

At 5-40 a.m, the bombardment died down and the leading battalions advanced to the assault. 
The Foresters moved forward to the front line and the two leading companies of the Worcestershire 
(“B” and “ D”') began to file into their vacated trenches, ready to follow them up. At the same 
time the rear half battalion (‘‘ A” and ‘‘C’’ Companies) advanced by rushes across the open to 
the forward trenches. 

Almost at once it was apparent that all was not going well. In actual fact the attack of 
the East Lancashire had been stopped dead. The German dcfences had been scarcely damaged 
by the bombardment, their protecting wire entanglements had not been cut, and from concealed 
embrasures in the parapet their rifles and machine-guns opened an annihilating fire. After heavy 
losses, the survivors of the East Lancashire fell back to their original front line. The Foresters tried 
to pass through them but were likewise beaten back. The two battalions became hopelessly inter- 
mixed and disorganised, and crowdcd the front trenches, blocking the path of the Worcestershire 
who, in pursuance of their orders, were trying to push forward up the communication trenches. 
Into the midst of that confusion crashcd the German shells, while rifle and machine-gun bullets 
Swept all open ground. By 7 a.m. the whole attack was at a standstill and casualties were rapidly 
increasing. 


Messages were sent back, and at 9 a.m. the British artillery again opened a bombardment, 
No more accurate or effective than before. The three battalions of the 24th Brigade struggled to 
Teform and move forward, but the trenches were chukcd with wounded and it was impossible to 
Pass along them. 


(@) The Battalion had been strengthened on April 27th by a draft of 2 officers and 137 other ranks. 
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Efforts were made to get out of the trenches and to rush forward across the open. Several 
brave officers and N.C.O’s. led such attempts. But all were shot down. The trenches in which 
the attacking troops were crowded formed a sort of salient, and were swept by fire not only from the 
front but also from the left flank. 

For three hours the intermixed battalions struggled in the crowded trenches. Hour by 
hour the Geriman artillery fire increased in intensity ; for the real point of attack had at first been 
concealed by simultaneous demonstrations elsewhere along the front: as no attack developed at 
those other threatened points the more distant guns switched their fire on to the actual battle front. 

Midday passed and the German gun-fire rose to intensity. Meanwhile preparations had been 
made for another attack and at 12-50 p.m. Lieut.-Colonel Grogan received orders that at 1-30 p.m. 
his Battalion, supported by the Foresters, should assault the German lines. 

Colonel Grogan made such preparations as were possible to carry out his orders. At the 
same time he reported that he considered it impossible for the assault to succeed. The intermixture 
and confusion of battalions prevented any concerted and sudden advance over the parapet and 
the enemy’s defence was only too clearly unbroken. As he wrote down that report the British 
artillery again opened fire and once again our own shells struck around our own trenches, inflicting 
heavy loss and ruining the last hopes of launching a successful attack. Ten minutes later (a) 
the enemy’s artillery, as if forewarned of the plan, redoubled their fire, especially from the left flank, 
where the attack of the 25th Brigade had similarly failed. After considering the situation Colonel 
Grogan took upon himself the responsibility of countermanding the assault: an action which 
higher authority subsequently approved. Later in the afternoon the East Lancashire, partially 
reorganised, were moved along the front-line breastworks towards the orchard, whence the 2nd 
Northamptonshire had attacked gallantly but had been virtually annihilated. It then became 
possible for the Worcestershire at last to reach the front breastworks. 

Throughout the afternoon the situation remained unchanged. The stretch of open ground in 
rear made it impossible to withdraw the troops from the forward trenches, and they remained 
crowded amid the dead and wounded under a continuous bombardment (6). 

At last darkness came on and the remnants of the 24th Brigade were withdrawn, except 
the Ist Worcestershire, which alone of the four battalions remained in good order. The Battalion 
was left to hold the defensive line and all night long worked hard, rebuilding the battered parapets 
and succouring the wounded who crowded the trenches. The attack, so boldly planned, had com- 
pletely failed. 

The cause of the failure had been underestimation of the strength of the German defensive 
line (c) and of the weight of artillery fire necessary to breachit. The result was an appalling casualty 
roll. The four battalions of the 24th Brigade lost more than 1,600 officers and men: the losses 
of the Ist Worcestershire were over 200 (d). 


During the ensuing twenty-four hours the Ist Worcestershire remained in the front line under 
continuous shell-fire, labouring to repair the defences. 

In front of the parapets the open ground was thickly strewn with dead and wounded of the 
East Lancashire and Sherwood Foresters. The wounded were in desperate plight, for the heavy 
firing which continued until nightfall on May 9th made it impossible for any help to reach them, 
and even after dark the work of the rescue parties was difficult. The enemy were on the alert 
against any renewal of the attack and bursts of fire continued intermittently throughout the hours 
of darkness. Many of the wounded were brought in before dawn but the daylight of May 10th 
showed many more still lying out between the trenches, signalling pitifully for help. Volunteers 
made their way out from the trenches and dragged back such as they could reach. Corporal E. 
Frazier and Private J. Williams showed the utmost bravery, going out again and again into the 
open under heavy fire. Between them they brought eleven wounded men into safety. Later in 
the day Corporal Frazier and Piivate Williams worked forward again across the open to reconnoitre 
an abandoned saphead into which they thought some wounded might have made their way. They 
found the saphead packed with wounded, who had dragged themselves there for safety. With the 
aid of Lance-Corporal H. Johnston and others they succeeded in getting back into safety no fewer 
than 80 disabled men (e). 


(a) At 1.15 p.m. 

(0) C.G, 24th Brigade Diary.—" At intervals during the afternoon, reports were received, from our infantry and 
artillery observing officers as well, that our shells were dropping short. Re-organisation of battalions took 
place as far as was possible under the continuous shell-fire.” 

(c) Profiting by the lesson of Ne Chapelle, the Germans had greatly strengthened their parapets, and their defensive 
wire. Throughout the day their rifle and machine-gun fire was never quenched. 

(d) One officer (Captain R. J. Ford) and 31 other ranks killed. Four officers (Licut. R. C. Wynter, 2/Lieuts. L. 
Garratt, C. B. Phillips and A. F. Birch- Jones) and 185 other ranks wounded, 8 reported missing. 

(e) Corpl. Frazier and Pte. Wiiliams were awarded the D.C.M., (a bar in the case of the former). 
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Mey 15. THE OFFENSIVE RENEWED. 


After dark on May llth the Ist Worcestershire were relieved by the Scottish Rifles and 
Middlesex of the 23rd Brigade, and withdrew from the trenches without further loss to rejoin the 
24th Brigade in billets at Laventie. A big draft (a) arrived to replace the casualties and on May 
13th the Battalion diary recorded that “‘ all deficiences were made up and the Battalion ready for 
action again.” Failure had not affecied the spirit of the Regiment. 


Throughout that day of battle the 2nd Worcestershire, together with the other battalions 
of the 5th Brigade, had lain at Loisne, in reserve to the attack of the 7th Division from the Rue 
du Bois, south of Neuve Chapelle. During the day the guns thundered continuously, and three or 
four big shells struck near the Battalion. Presently came news that the attack in front was held up, 
then definitely that it had failed. At sunset that evening came orders to move forward to the line. 

The Brigade moved forward at 9 p.m., and after a long and trying night march reached 
the battle front near the Rue du Bois. An intermittent bombardment still continued. With 
great difficulty the companies made thcir way forward through a congestion of disordered troops 
and many wounded. Eventually the Brigade formed up (’) for attack behind breastworks on 
the Rue du Bois. Orders were that the attack should be made at 11 a.m. that morning, but 
subsequently those orders were cancclled and the Brigade was ordered back into billets in Richebourg 
St. Vaast. In that neighbourhood the 2nd Worcestershire remained for the next few days, several 
times changing position and suffering a few casualties from the continual shell-fire (c). 


The failure of the attack on May 9th had demonstrated how hopeless was an assault in day- 
light against defences which had not been broken by artillery fire. British Headquarters, impelled 
to continue the offensive lest the French, now fighting hard to the southward, should be left unsup- 
ported, decided on an attack by night. 

Orders were issued for the renewed attack to be made on May 14th but afterwards the attack 
was postponed for a further twenty-four hours. 


THE BATTLE OF FESTUBERT. 


On the evening of May 14th the 2nd Worcestershire took over the frontage allotted to them 
for the attack with two companics, the other two companies being billetted in close support. On 
the left of the Worcestershire lay battalions of the Indian Corps which were to attack simultaneously. 
On the right of the Worcestershire were the 2nd Inniskilling Fusiliers. Further to the southward 
the attacking line was continued by the 6th Brigade and the 7th Division, past Festubert to the 
outskirts of Givenchy. 

The Inniskilling were to attack astride a cinder track which runs eastward from the Rue 
du Bois. The frontage allotted to the Worcestershire was some 320 yards; the right flank of the 
Battalion being about a hundred yards north of the cinder track. 

Elaborate preparations were made for distinguishing marks, flares, and signals, and a large 
working party of the Glasgow Highlanders were attached to the Battalion. Orders were that the 
assault, timed to commence at 11-30 p.m., was to be made in absolute silence and at a walk until 
Hi enemy’s line was approached ; then the hostile trenches were to be rushed and the defenders 

ayonetted. 

Such were the plans. The night was dark and close. At about 10 p.m. movement was 
begun, and the two companies in front line (‘ B”’ and “‘ D”’) began to clamber out of the trenches (d) 
and lie down in front of the parapets. That deployment for the attack was difficult in the darkness 
and was effected very slowly. Not until 11-15 was all ready. 


The strain of that midnight deployment was great, and no adequate arrangements had been 
made between the different units for a simultaneous assault (e). The watches of the Worcestershire 
officers were still several minutes short of the ‘“ zero”’ hour—11.30 p.m.—when suddenly the 
Inniskilling companies on the right flank rose to their feet and with a chorus of wild Irish yells, 
charged forward through the darkness. 

At once illuminating flarcs shot upwards all along the German line and a storm of fire was 
opened. Through that fire the Inniskilling companies dashed cnward to the German parapets. 
The Worcestershire companies rose to thcir feet and plunged forward through the mud. 

Surprise was now impossible. The Gcrinan flares lit up the scene and the companies had 
some two hundred yards to traverse before they could close with the enemy. In the changing light 
of the flares control was difficult. Companics and platuons became disordered: officers and men 
fellin rapid succession under a hail cf bullets : the survivors rushed onward in little groups up to the 
German wire entanglements. 


(a) 92 N.C.O's. and men. (6) dhe Battalion got into positon about 4 a.m. 

(c) May 10th, 3 wounded. May 1lth, 3 wounded. 

(4) Covered ‘ sally-ports ” had previously been cut in the parapets, but in many cases these proved too narrow for 
equipped men in the darkness, and the troops had to climb out “ over the top.” 

(e) " Synchronisation of watches '’ had not then been instituted. 
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Lieut. J. G. McCormick led one gallant group which struggled to find a gap in the wire. The 
brave subaltern was struck down mortally wounded, but his inen charged onward and stormed the 
parapet. Lance-Sergeant T. V. Churches and one private soldier fought their way into the 
trench, killing two of the enemy. Then they paused and looked around. They were alone : all who 
had followed had been shot down. 

The young sergeant decided that he and his one supporter must bomb outwards along the 
trench, They separated and the sergeant advanced alone along the trench to his right. He had 
not gone far when a shell burst on the parapet and struck him down. Badly wounded, he worked 
his way out of the trench and crawled back into ‘‘ No Man’s Land,” where he was presently found 
and assisted back to the British lines (a). 

Others of the Battalion may possibly have reached the German trenches but only that one 
N.C.O. survived to tell. The majority of the attackers were either shot down or were driven by 
the fire to shelter in such cover as was afforded by shell holes or small folds in the ground. 

““C” Company climbed out over the parapets to reinforce the attack and efforts were made 
to organise a fresh assault. But everything was in confusion and under that intense fire it was 
impossible to reorganise. It became clear that the attack had failed; but it was impossible to 
report the situation, for the communication trenches were blocked with wounded and the telephone 
communication with Brigade H.Q. had broken down. Colonel Lambton decided that the attack 
must be abandoned and gave orders for the survivors to be withdrawn behind the breastworks. 

It was one thing to give the orders and another to obtain compliance. Almost without 
exception, such officers and men as were still unwounded refused to come back, and remained in 
the open, tending the wounded and searching for the lost, until the full light of dawn made further 
effort impossible. Captain P. S. G. Wainman and Captain C. L. Armitage directed the reorganisa- 
tion, ably assisted by Sergeant W. Plant and Sergeant R. Baldwin. The Battalion stretcher- 
bearers, headed by Lance-Corporals A. S. Saveall and W. J. Startin (b) and by Bandsman S. 
F. Leigh, were conspicuous in their devotion, and by their bravery many lives were saved. 

Not until dawn was it possible to take stock of the general situation. Then as the survivors 
of the attack were reassembled behind cover, it was found that, although the enemy’s trenches in 
front of the Battalion were uncaptured, the Inniskilling on the right had secured the German front 
line south of the cinder track. 

As morning broke the artillery of both sides opened a fierce bombardment, and the troops 
in the congested front line suffered severely. Orders came that the survivors of the 2nd Worcester- 
shire were to withdraw into reserve. The Glasgow Highlanders took over the forward trenches, and 
the Worcestershire platoons made their way back as best they could to billets behind the line. When 
all were collected it was found that over 250 of all ranks had been lost (c). 


Throughout the rest of the day the 2nd Worcestershire lay in reserve, in drenching rain 
and under continuous shell-fire. Then, on the morning of May 17th, caine orders again to move 
forward to the reserve breastworks and thence to follow up the attack of the Glasgow Highlanders. 
For over two hours that morning (d) the line held by the Battalion was pounded by the enemy’s 
heavy howitzers. At several points the breastworks were blown in, and some twenty of the Battalion 
were killed ur wounded. Two c.mpanies moved up to the front line at 10-30 a.m. when the Glasgow 
Highlanders attempted an attack; but the assault failed, and no progress was made,in spite of 
much hard fighting on the right of the 5th Brigade front. There, in the trenches captured by the 
Inniskilling Fusiliers, the 2nd Oxford and Bucks L.I. carricd on a swaying fight at close quarters, 
and to aid that battalion two machine-guns of the 2nd Worcestershire were sent forward under 
Lieut. F. C. F. Biscoe. 

That machine-gun detachment became involved in desperate fighting. Lieut. Biscoe was 
killed (e) and the command devolved on Corporal Pugh, who continued the fight until only two 
men of his detachment were left standing. On hearing of the death of Lieut. Biscoe the other 
subaltern of the Battalion machine-gunners, 2/Lieut. R. F. Barker, went forward and took command. 
2/Lieut. Barker and the three machine-gunners continued to fight the two machine-guns throughout 
the day. 

i the old front line, the other two machine-guns of the 2nd Worcestershire were kept 


in action despite the enemy’s bombardinent, by the gallantry and ability of Sergeant E. Welch (f). 


(a) ergt. Churches was awarded the D.C.M. 

(0) Lance-Corporals Saveall and Startin were awarded the D.C.M. Captain C. L. Armitage, who showed great bravery 
throughout the fight, was subsequently awarded the D.S.O. 

(c) The casualties as reported were 2 officers (Lt. J. G. McCormick and Lt. A. W. H. Scott) and 24 other ranks killed, 
3 officers (2/Lts. L. H. Tosswill, C. J. Hart and N. Temple) and 95 other ranks wounded. In addition 
127 were reported missing ; nearly all of these latter were certainly killed in front of the German parapet. 

(d@) From 8 a.m, till 10.30 a.m. 

(e) At the same time that Lieut. Biscoe was struck, Private E. Greenwood of his detachment was severely wounded. 
Despite his wound Pte. Greenwood refused to leave his machine-gun, and not till he had ensured its safety 
would he allow his wound to be dressed. His bravery was rewarded with the D.C.M. 

(f) Sergt. Welch was awarded the D.C.M. 7 
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May 1915. END OF THE OFFENSIVE. 


Throughout the day the eneiny’s shell-fire continucd, causing heavy casualties in the crowded 
breastworks (a). At last came orders that the 5th Brigade was to be relieved by the Sirhind and 
Bareilly Brigades of the Indian Corps. During the ensuing night that relief was carried out. The 
5th Brigade marched back to Le Touret and the tired troops reached billets at dawn (May 18th). 
Ona the following afternoon the Brigade moved westward into reserve to rest and refit. In four 
days fighting the casualties of the five battalions (5) had totalled nearly 2,000. 


The battle of Festubert continued for yet another week, but neither the Ist nor the 2nd 
Battalion of the Regiment took any active part. In the afternoon of May 18th the 5th Brigade 
marched to the Hinges area, and the 2nd Worcestershire found billets at Les Harrisoirs. On the 
I%th the Brigade moved still further back, to the area around Lillers. The Battalion settled into 
billets at Ecquedeoques and remained there for ten days, resting and training. 


Further north, the Ist Battalion had played a comparatively passive réle after the 9th of 
May. The limited supply of ammunition available made it impossible for the British forces to 
continue the attack north of Neuve Chapelle as well as that in the Festubert area ; and the troops 
of the 8th Division had to content themselves with holding their own front and listening to the 
thunder of the guns further south. 

On the evening of May 15th the 24th Brigade moved forward from their billets at Laventie 
and relieved the 146th Brigade at Neuve Chapelle. The line taken over was the identical position 
held by the 24th Brigade at the close of the battle on March 13th. It was now known as “C” 
Lines, the principal tactical feature being the ruined house around which the Sherwood Foresters 
and Captain Arden’s company had fought. That heap of ruins, some 150 yards in front of the 
general line and connected to it by a communication trench formed a curious little salient known 
by that time as “ The Duck’s Bill.” Around that salient sniping and bombing were almost con- 
tinuous, but the rest of the new line was fairly quiet. Towards the southward the bombardment 
around Festubert could clearly be heard, but at Neuve Chapelle itself there was little activity beyond 
continuous shelling by the heavy artillery of both sides. 

Thenceforward till the middle of June the lst Worcestershire remained in trenches at Neuve 
Chapelle or in billets behind that sector of the front. Apart from a steady toll of casualties there were 
few notable incidents (c). 


* * * * * * * 


During May, while the British First Army was fighting the battles of Aubers Ridge ind 
Festubert, and the bulk of the British Second Army was bearing the brunt of the German attacks 
in the Ypres Salient, the 3rd Division, in between the two battle fronts, was having a less exacting 
time in the trenches facing St. Eloi. No heavy fighting occurred there and apart from the casualties 
from sniping and bombing (d) there were no incidents of note. But the menace of gas attacks 
and the pressure of German attacks to the northward made it an anxious period. 

The Gerinan attacks at Ypres continued till the 25th of May. On that day the final German 
attack forced the British defenders back from the high ground about Bellewaerde and Hooge. By 
that time the British Divisions: which had borne the brunt of the attacks were thinned and exhausted. 
To relieve them the 3rd Division was brought up from the St. Eloi sector into the Salient. 

“ Though we have put in a tremendous lot of work in this part of the line,” wrote an officer 
of the Regiment (e), ‘and though we are bound to have a thoroughly unpleasant time of it in the 
Salient, I am almost glad that we are going up there. Lately one has felt that one has been just 
out of the big fight, and, though we have had the fag ends of the bombardments and occasional 
whiffs of gas, we have been having a comparatively easy tine, while the people on our left have been 
having a wretched time of it. We shall now be at the point of honour.” 

The 8th and 9th Brigades moved first, followed by the 7th Brigade, which was relieved in the 
St. Eloi trenches (/) on the night of the 3rd/4th June and marched back into billets and huts about 
Vlamertinghe. On the evening of the 5th the Brigade moved forward through Ypres and up the 


(a) Total casualties of the 2nd Worcestershire during that day (17th) were 91. 

(b) 2nd Worcestershire, 2nd Inniskilling, 2nd Oxford and Bucks L.1., 2nd H.L.I., and Glasgow Highlanders. 

{c) Casualties Ist Worcestershire :—May 15th-20th, 4 killed, 14 wounded. May 3lst-June 17th, 3 killed, 22 wounded, 
in addition on June 12th three officers (Lieut. E. B. Conybeare, 2/Lieut. T. G. Stokes and 2/Lieut. F. Faulkner 
Lee) were wounded by a “ minenwerfer ’’ which burst outside their dugout. From May 20th till May 31st 
the Battalion lay in reserve at Laventie and La Gorgue. After that date the Battalion took over trenches 
on the right of those previously held between Neuve Chapelle village and the Bois du Biez, and held those 
trenches till June. 

(4) Total casualties during April were 9 killed, 1 officer and 30 men wounded. 

During May losses were 2 officers (Captain E. N. L. Brock and Lieut. A. K. Chaytor) and 5 men killed, 2 officers 

(2;Lieut. J. W. Snowdon and 2/Lieut. H. S. Senior) and 41 men wounded. 

(e) ACJ. (f) By the 85th Brigade. 
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3rp Menin Road to Hooge. Just short of the ruins of Hooge the guides led the Worcestershire companies 
into half-dug trenches on the south side of the road, and there the Battalion relieved a mixed force, 
the remnants of the Royal Horse Guards and the Royal Dragoons, with sume officers and men of a 
Royal Fusilier battalion. Those units had been consolidating as best they could the line to which 
they had been forced back by the enemy’s onslaught on May 24th. On that day the attacking 
Germans had succeeded in gaining the high ground on the Bellewaerde Ridge, and from that salient 
position they overlooked the oppusing British trenches. The cavalry had fought splendidly for 
many days and nights, but they had suffered heavily, and the remnants were in the last stage of 
exhaustion when relieved by the corning Creok of the 3rd Division. 

The front taken over by the 3rd Worcestershire ran from the Menin Road on the left to 
Sanctuary Wood on the right and in that line the Battalion worked and fought for the next four 
days (a). Late on the evening of June 9th, the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved by the 2nd Royal 
Irish Rifles and moved back in pouring rain down the Menin Road and through Ypres to Busse- 
boom just east of Poperinghe. There the Battalion went into bivouac; in that neighbourhood 
the Worcestershire were joined on June 11th by the remainder of the 7th Brigade (6). 


After three more days of rest came orders for attack. The 3rd Division intended to recapture 
the Bellewaerde Spur. The attack was to be made at dawn on June 16th. 

The main attack was to be made from the eastern end of the spur, between the Menin Road 
and the railway to Roulers, while a subsidiary flank attack at Hooge was to assist the operation. 

There was to be no lack of numbers for the attack. On the short front of not more than a 
thousand yards there were to be concentrated nine battalions (c) a fighting force of about six thousand 
men; and in view of the lessons learned at Aubers Ridge the supporting artillery were directed 
to concentrate a great weight of fire on the enemy’s forward defences. 


THE ATTACK ON BELLEWAERDE (2). 


The 3rd Worcestershire left their bivouac at Busse Boom on the evening of June 15th, marched 
forward by Kruisstraat and the Lille Gate of Ypres and reached the assembly trenches south of 
Witte Poort Farm just before midnight. The Battalion was to be in the fourth line of the attack. 
In front of them the H.A.C. were in immediate support of the 9th Brigade. 

At 2-50 a.m., after three hours of silent waiting in the darkness, came the blaze and thunder 
of the preliminary bombardment ; to which the enemy’s guns swiftly replied. At 4-15 a.m. the 
battalions of the 9th Brigade advanced to the attack. As dawn broke over the battlefield the 
H.A.C. moved forward in support, and the Wcrcestershire moved up from their reserve positions 
across the Cambridge Road into the original British front line. In front of them a confused struggle 
was in progress. The attacking battalions had stormed the cnemy’s front trenches but after that 
the leading troops, pressing on tvo eagerly into the tangle of defences about Bellewaerde Farm, had 
been shelled by our own artillery. Around the Farm some ficrce fighting was still in progress, but 
the bulk of the 9th Brigade had fallen back to the original German front line, which now was crowded 
with intermixed men of several battalions. All through the morning the struggle raged, as German 
reinforcements pushed their way into the fight. The enemy’s gun-file grew heavier every hour, 
and the 3rd Worcestershire, although not as yet actively engaged, suffered many casualties under 
the rain of heavy shells. 

Midday came and still the issue of the fight on the Bellewaerde Spur hung in the balance. 
At 3-15 p.m. came orders for the Worcestershire to advance. The Battalion, together with the 
Royal Irish Rifles, was to push through the captured pvusitions and storm the enemy’s third line 
on the edge of Bellewaerde Lake. To prepare the way for that attack the British artillery opened 
a renewed bombardment. At 3-50 p.m. the guns lifted their fire, and “ B’’ Company, led by the 
pape Captain Maitland, followed by “C’ Company under Captain Buckler, advanced to the 
attack. 


(a) Casualties :—4 killed, 2 officers (2/Lieut. G. Nash and 2/Lieut. H.C. Ellis) and 31 men wounded. 

(b) The other battalions of the 7th Brigade were then the Ist Wilts, 2nd R.I. Rifles, H.A.C., and 4th S. Lancs (T.A.). 
The 2nd S.Lancs were detached. 

(c) Five battalions of the 9th Brigade and four of the 7th Brigade. The remaining battalion of the latter Brigade, 
the Ist Wiltshire was detached to carry out a flanking attack from the trenches near Hooge. At that period 
most brigades consisted of five battalions, an additional Territorial battalion being attached to each Regular 
brigade, pending the arrival of the headquarters of the Territorial formations. 

(@) Technically, this action is not reckoned as part of the ‘‘ Battles of Ypres, 1915’; but actually it was an outcome 
of those battles ; and since the Kegiment has been awarded the Battle-Honour ‘' Ypres '15,"’ for the presence 
of the 3rd Battalion in the prescribed battle-arca (see page 68), that Battle-Honour may reasonably be 
taken as commemorating this engagement. 
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a) Church Parade before the attack on Bellewaerde. (2) Officers of Battalion Headquarters :— 
(3) During the fight at Bellewaerde, 16th June 1915. LT. D. WILLIS, R.A.M.C., MAJOR A. WHITTY (Qmr.), 
Bursting Shells seen from the support trenches. LT. COLONEL B. F. B. STUART) CART..S- A. GABB (Adjt.) 


Digitized by Google 


* June 1915. THE ATTACK ON BELLEWAERDE. 


The two Worcestershire companies went forward in extended order across the old ‘‘ No Man’s 
Land” and the captured German front line, making their way as best they could through the crowd 
of wounded and of disorganised troops who blocked the trenches. Beyond the captured trenches 
the two companies met a storm of fire. Both the company commanders were struck down and 
most of their men (a). The remnants were forced to the ground, and took cover among some 
shattered trees to await support. 


No support came. The crowded trenches behind the Worcestershire companies were further 
congested about 5 p.m. by the arrival of two new battalions sent up from the 14th Division (0), 
but those reinforcements could not advance. Success was impossible in face of the superiority of 
the German artillery, which now dominated the situation. From east, south and north the German 
batteries which ringed the Ypres Salient switched their fire on to the front of attack; and the 
upstanding Spur made an easy target. The seven thousand troops crowded in a space not more 
than a thousand yards square we.e pounded incessantly by heavy shells: and the losses were 
terrible. As sunset approached the German gunners redoubled their fire, as if determined to destroy 
the attackers before they had a chance to reorganise under cover of night. From 7 p.m. till 8-15 p.m. 
the German bombardment was intense, and observers counted an average of 90 shells a minute 
crashing down on the Spur (c). Before the bombardment ceased at nightfall, more than half the 
attacking troops had been killed or wounded. 


That final slaughter was needless, for by 6 p.m. orders had been issued that the attack was 
not to be continued ; the German front line had been gained and would be consolidated by fresh 
troops; the attacking battalions would be withdrawn. Those orders reached the firing line about 
1-30 p.m. The troops were reorganized so far as was possible, and arrangements for the with- 
drawal were made. The confusion and the terrific bombardment made the relief very difficult, 
and it was not until 11 p.m. that the positions held by the 3rd Worcestershire were taken over (d). 
The survivors of the Battalion reassembled near ‘‘ Hell-fire Corner’ and marched back down the 
Menin Road through Ypres to Vlamertinghe : ‘‘ men very exhausted,” records the laconic Battalion 
Diary. 


“The result of these operations’ says the Brigade Diary ‘ was the gain of 250 yards of 
ground on a front of 800 yards. Over 200 prisoners and 3 machine-guns were taken, and the enemy 
suffered severe losses ’’ ; but any losses the enemy may have suffered must have been light beside 
those of the attacking troops. The nine battalions of the 8rd Division lost more than 3,800 officers 
and men; and what such casualties meant may be realised when it is remembered that the whole 
operaiion did not cover a space of more than a thousand yards square. The 3rd Worcestershire 
alone lost over three hundred (d), nearly half the Battalion’s strength, including the Commanding 
Officer, Second-in-Command and Adjutant. 


* s * * * * s 


That action may be said to mark the close of the early fighting of 1915. Thenceforward 
no big offensive was undertaken by either side until the Autumn, and officers and men had opportunity 
to think over the lessons learnt ; which, indeed, were plain enough. 


At Neuve Chapelle a great success had been missed because the communications had been 
faulty and because the reserves available were not employed: at Aubers Ridge that mistake had 
been avcided, but the enemy’s front line had not been effectively breached: at Bellewaerde neither 
of those errors had been made, but the attack had been made into a salient swept by fire, the enemy's 
Supporting lines were not broken and his artillery had not been mastered. 


(a) Noble work in rescuing the wounded was done by the Battalion stretcher-bearers ; notably by Sergeant F. E. 
‘ Lamb, who himself rescued five wounded men. His gallantry was rewarded with the D.C.M. 

() The 14th Division had just arrived in France. (d) By the Royal Scots of the 8th Brigade. 

() Cf. Way Diary of the 3rd Worc, :—'' At about 7 p.m. the enemy opened a very heavy artillery bombardment on 
the captured trenches and our lines, Bombardment lasted till 8-15 p.m. and heavy casualties occurred, 
as many as 90 shells per minute being fired on our position,” and also War Diary of the 1th Brigade :—"' The 
shells were coming from three sides, and were falling at the rate of 80 to 100 per minute. Our losses were 
very heavy during this period and no doubt this was due to the very crowded state of our trenches. Gas 
shells were also fired..." 

(@) Three officers (Captain E. W. Buckler, Lieut. B. Muir and Lieut. R. N. Loring) and 30 men were killed, eleven 
officers (Lieut.-Colonel B. F, B. Stuart C.B., Captain J. P. S. Maitland, Captain S. A. Gabb (Adjutant), Lieut. 
F. S, Pearson, Lieut. C. H. B. Banks, Lieut. C. F. Baldwyn, Lieut. L. J. Vicarage, Lieut. H. H. Milward, 
Lieut. G. T. Bennett, Lieut. L. Walker, and Lieut. W. Walker) and 255 N.C.O’s. and men were wounded. 
Twenty-four were reported missing; but “ the missing men were undoubtedly killed ”’ says the Battalion 
Diary “* and were buried during the heavy bombardment by the enemy.” 
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Those were not new lessons for the British Army. Exactly that same sequence of mistakes 
had been made long before at Fontenoy, at Ticonderoga, and at Sebastopol: for the failure at 
Bellewaerde may perhaps be compared not inaptly with the failure at the Redan. 


Those lessons had been forgotten: indeed the application of such past history to modern 
conditions was hardly realised. Khaki and high-explosive, machine-guns and barbed wire, had 
given the fighting a misleading appearance of novelty and had obscured the unchanging nature of 
the principles of war. It was widely said that new tactics must be evolved to suit the new conditions ; 
and, in the endeavour to evolve a new system of tactics the lessons of the past had been put out of 
mind. Now slowly, very slowly, the British Army was again learning thc same lessons by bitter 
experience ; and the price of that experience was paid by the devcted officers and men of the 
Regiments of the Line. 
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Chapter V. GALLIPOLI. The First Phase. 


URING the spring months of 1915, while the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd Battalions had been 
fighting in France, the 4th Battalion of the Regiment had won its first honours in a new 
theatre of war. 


In October Turkey had come into the War on the side of our enemies. Besides menacing 
Egypt, the intervention of Turkey had the effect of shutting off Russia from the other Allies. 
Russia was short of munitions and supplies. To allow for the transit of those necessities of war 
it was desirable that a route to Russia should be pierced by the scizure of Constantinople. 

Such was the principal consideration which inspired the expedition to the Dardanelles. The 
strategic defence of Egypt and the political effect on the Balkan States were other considerations : 
considerations which induced the British Government to stake on that venture a very considerable 
part of our military resources, including the last Regular troops at their command, the 29th Division. 


The 29th Division had been formed in January 1915. The pre-war organisation of the Army 
had allowed for six Divisions of Regular troops at home and had contemplated the formation of a 
seventh Division of battalions withdrawn from service overseas. Further expansion had not then 
been foreseen, but actually the formation of the Seventh Division had, as we have seen, been followed 
by the similar formation of an Eighth Division. Later still, more battalions were recalled to the 
war from stations overseas. Their places were taken by Territorial troops, until there remained 
only nine Regular battalions on the Indian Frontier. All the other Regular battalions of the Army 
had been called home. 

By the time that the last returning battalions of the ‘‘ Old Army” had come home, the 
formation of the ‘‘ New Armies’ liad been begun. The new Divisions had already been numbered, 
from the 9th to the 26th; so, in order to avoid confusion, the three additional Divisions formed 
out of the Regular troops from overseas were numbered 27th, 28th, and lastly the 29th Division. 

The 27th and 28th Divisions had already joined the Armies in France by the time that the 
battalions destined for the 29th Division reached England. Those battalions were indeed the 
last stragglers of the ‘Old Army.” They came from the ends of the earth ; mostly they were from 
Various stations in India, but to join them there arrived from China the 2nd South Wales Borderers, 
and from Burma the 4th Worcestershire. 

The 4th Worcestershire landed in the Mother Country on February Ist, 1915. The Battalion 
disembarked at Avonmouth and after a tedious train journey reached Banbury on February 2nd. 
There the 4th Worcestershire went into billets, and found near by the other units of their new 
formation, the 88th Brigade. 

The 88th Brigade moved to the Warwick area a month later, and the 4th Worcestershire 
marched to fresh billets at Leamington(a). As yet the Brigade had only three battalions, the other 
two being the 2nd Hampshire and Ist Essex. A further battalion was required to complete the 
Brigade, and, since no more Regular battalions were available, a Territorial battalion was selected, 
the 5th Royal Scots. Tie Royal Scots joined at Leamington when the Brigade had been there a 
week, They were destined to prove stout fighters, worthy of their place alongside the Regular 
battalions of the 29th Division. 


How that last reserve should be employed had been a matter for anxious discussion by the 
British Cabinet. In the pages of the official histories are to be found the detail of those discussions 
and of the changes of plan which ensued. Here we must be content to record that, after a long 
Period of uncertainty, it was finally decided on March 10th that the 29th Division was to be used 
to support the operations already in progress at the Dardanelles. 


Once the decision had been made the ensuing movements were swift. On March 12th the 
2th Division was reviewed near Dunchurch by H.M. the King. Next day came secret orders for 
embarkation, and after a busy week of preparation the troops entrained. 

The entrainment was a cheerful business. Thousands of the civil population turned out 
tosee the troops off and “a whole army of relations from Birmingham ” (b) came down to Leamington 
tobid the 4th Worcestershire farewell. In three trains (c) the Worcestershire companies left Leaming- 


(2) On March 5th. 
(6) Diary of an officer (D.E.C.). (c) 9.0 p.m., March 2Ist. 1.0 a.m. and 4.30 a.m., March 22nd. 
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ton, and by breakfast time on March 22nd the whole Battalion was reassembled at Avonmouth. 
There foreign-service helmets were issued and fitted. ‘‘ It was a lovely morning, bright warm sun, 
so everyone was as cheerful as could be.’’ At 11 a.m. the troopships came alongside and then 
for some hours all thoughts were taken up with the business of embarkation (a). 

The embarkation was complicated. The staff who had arranged it had thought only of 
fitting men and horses to ships, and not of tactical nceds. So the 4th Worcestershire found them- 
selves strangely split up. Headquarters of the Battalion and two of the companies were placed 
in the S.S. “Southland ’’; one company was embarked, together with two other battalions and 
Brigade Headquarters, in the big S.S. ‘‘ Caledonia’ ; another company was accommodated together 
with two companies of the 2nd Hampshire on the S.S. “ Aragon”’ ; while the transport of the 4th 
Worcestershire, together with that of two other battalions, was crowded into the S.S. “ Melville.” 

That dispersion of the Battalion was not calculated to assist training, but all did their best 
during the voyage to keep fit and to prepare for the trial before them. 


Officially the destination of the force was a secret; and the orders issued at Avonmouth 
were only to proceed to Gibraltar; but actually the real objective was known and discussed (b), 
and no one was surprised when, on March 27th, the convoy steamed straight through the Straits 
of Gibraltar and on without a check into the Mediterranean. 


Malta was reached on the last day of March. In the great harbour of Valetta were many 
French warships, for Malta had been placed at the disposal of the French fleet operating in the 
Adriatic. As the British transports came in the French sailors cheered them heartily, their bands 
playing alternately “‘ God save the King” and “ Tipperary’; which latter tune apparently had 
acquired in French eyes a status of national importance. 

After coaling, the transports proceeded on their way in the afternoon on April Ist, followed 
once more by the strains of “ Tipperary ” from the French flagship ‘‘ Paris.”” Three days later the 
“Southland” slid into the harbour of Alexandria at daybreak on April 4th, Easter Sunday. 


The great harbour of Alexandria was crowded with shipping. Besides many other vessels 
there were concentrated all the transports of the 29th Division and of the French Expeditionary 
Force. So crowded was the harbour that the landing facilities were unequal to the situation, and 
the transports carrying the 4th Worcestershire had to lie out in the harbour for three days before 
space could be found for them at the quay side. The companies disembarked on April 6th and 
proceeded through Alexandria to camp on the sea shore at Mustapha Pasha—just too late to take 
part in a big ceremonial review of the Allied Forces held that day on the sandy levels of Sidi Bish. 

That disembarkation at Alexandria had been made necessary by the complication of the 
original loading of the ships. For fighting purposes it was essential that each unit should be con- 
centrated under its own commander, and for that purpose the whole force had to be rearranged. 
Even after the companies of the 4th Worcestershire had reached camp, the transport of the Battalion 
on board the “‘ Melville ’”’ had not arrived ; and when, next day, orders were received to re-embark, 
the absence of the Battalion transport made the necessary arrangements very difficult. 

Fortunately it was found possible to berth the “ Melville’ and land the transport just in 
time to be re-embarked, and by nightfall of April 8th the whole Battalion was once more on ship- 
board, accommodated, together with the 2nd Hampshire, in the big transport ‘‘ Aragon.” 

The “ Aragon ”’ sailed from Alexandria on April 11th and, after passing safely through the 
Aegean Islands, reached on April 13th the rendezvous at Lemnos. There was found a great con- 
course of warships and transports, and there was much of interest to divert the attention of the 
troops during the ensuing week. 

By that time all ranks were aware that the enterprise before them was to effect a landing on 
the Gallipoli Peninsula. On April 21st definite orders were issued for the furthcoming operations. 


The orders for the 29th Division were to effect a landing on the end of the Peninsula, in the 
neighbourhood of Cape Helles. The objective of the Division was a line across the Peninsula, 
including the height of Achi Baba, some five miles from the Cape. 


(a) The officers who embarked with the Battalion were :—Lieut.-Colonel D. E. Cayley (commanding), Major 
C. H. Seton (2nd-in-command), Majors H. A. Carr, H. A. Lang. E. W. Boyd-Moss, D.S.O., Captains 
A. D. H. Ray, J. O. Nelson, W. Barker, D. W. Pollock, E. T. J. Kerans (Adjutant), E. P. C. Amphlett, 
G. C. Deans, Lieuts. T. H. O. Crawley, J. V. Bridges, W. D. Bush, C. A. Wythes, H. Gordon, D. Chesney, 
T.L.N. Mostyn, J. F. A. Mervyn, J. M. B. Entwhistle, J. D. Dickens, D. G. Jones, 2/Lieuts. H. James, 
A. W. Roberts, E. C .D. Malone, Lieut. and Q.M.R. H.C. Butler and Captain W. J. Maloney, R.A.M.C. 
The strength of the Battalion at the Landing was 26 officers and 931] other ranks. 
{o) The A.S.C, had driven down to Avonmouth with their motor lorries labelled, “‘ Cheap trip to the Dardanelles.” 
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April 1918, THE FIRST LANDING. 


To gain that objective a concentric attack was planned. The troops were directed against 
five separate beaches. For purposes of reference these were designated from right to left by the 
letters “S," “'V," “W," “ X” and “ Y¥.” 

Of these beaches the central three were to be attacked by the four Fusilier battalions of 
the 86th Brigade. The two outer beaches were each to be attacked by a detached battalion from 
the 87th Brigade. That left in reserve the othcr two battalions of the 87th Brigade, as well as the 
four battalions of the 88th Brigade ; among which latter was included the 4th Worcestcrshire. 
Those reserve battalions would probably be landed at “V”’ Beach after the initial footing had 
been gained (a). 


THE LANDING AT CAPE HELLES. 


On the evening of April 24th there was a general movement among the ships in Lemnos 
Harbour. Presently the “ Aragon” and ‘ Dongola,’ carrying between them the whole of the 
88th Brigade, moved out of the bay and crept eastwards at five knots speed over a quiet sea teneath 
themoon. After a while (b) the moon set, and in the ensuing darkness the transports closed towards 
the shure. 


With the first light of dawn the battle began. From all sides came the flash and thunder 
of the great guns of the warships. The troops, crowded on the decks of their transports, saw dark 
against the rising light, the low irregular line of the land shrouded by the smoke of the bursting 
shells. As the “ Aragon ’’ moved onwards, the outline of the cliffs became clearer. It became 
possible to distinguish the beaches, where already the leading troops were fighting their way ashore. 

The smooth sea was dotted in every direction with ships—battleships in action and trans- 
ports crowded with troops. Destruyers were moving swiftly among them and, close inshore, steam 
launches were towing strings of lighters, taking fresh troops into the fight and bringing back wounded. 

Boatloads of wounded men were already nearing the “ Aragon ’’ when, at 8.30 a.m., a mine- 
sweeper came alongside to take off the troops she carried. Into the minesweeper were crowded 
“W” Company of the 4th Worcestershire, commanded by Major H. A. Carr, together with two 
companies of the 2nd Hampshire and the Brigadier (c) with his staff. The laden minesweeper 
moved off and steamed slowly shorewards. Some two miles from the land the little vessel stopped 
and waited. The crowded troops watched for some time the spectacle of the flagship ‘‘ Queen 
Elizabeth ” firing her great 15-inch guns at the Turkish defences of “ V”’ Beach. 


“Vv” Beach was an inferno of bursting shells. The sea before it was flecked and torn by 
falling shot. A large steamer, the “ River Clyde,” had been run ashore and was lying in shallow 
water off the beach, while the troops with which she had been crammed made gallant efforts to 
gain the land ; but the enemy’s fire was fierce and deadly and most of the attackers were shot down 
before they could reach the shore. 

About 10.0 a.m. a steam launch from H.M.S. “ Albion,” towing four boats, came alongside 
the minesweeper. The Briyadier and his staff officers got into the first boat together with Major 
Carr and 14 men of his Company. The remainder of that platoon and a second Worcestershire 
platoon under Lieutenant W. D. Bush filled the other boats. 

The four boats had already been used that morning. From them some of the Dublin 
Fusiliers had landed. The boats were much damaged by fire, and blood mixed with sea water 
Tan over the boots of the troops as they sat packed in the laden boats. Slowly they were towed to- 
wards the “ River Clyde.” 

Between the ‘‘ River Clyde ” and the shore was a sort of floating bridge formed by two lighters 
with boats attached. Bullets were showering in the water around and, as the towed boats drew near, 
it could be seen that the decks of the lighters were littered with fallen men. The launch and its tow 
approached the starboard side of the “ River Clyde.’ Thence they were hailed by an officer, 
Colonel Carington Smith of the 2nd Hampshire, and directed to go round to the port bow. Amid 
aheavy fire the steam launch and the boats drew up to the nearest lighter and made fast. 

The Brigadier and his staff officers scrambled into the lighter, closely followed by Major 
Carr and his men. There was no time to be lost, for bullets were striking all around. Major Carr 
and his Company-Sergeant-Major hurried along the floating bridge to gain the shore ; but on reaching 
the last boat of the chain the Major found that the current had swung the floating bridge from its 
Position, and that a gap of decp water now lay between the boats and the beach. 


(2) For the sake of simplicity the technical division of the troops into “covering troops” and “main body” has been 
omitted. The full detail as to the organization of the force will be found in the Official History. 
(b) about 3.0 a.m. (c) Brigadier-General H. E. Napier. 
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The beach was covered with wire entanglements and was littered with dead and wounded. 
Scattered in the shingle under cover of a low bank, some few brave men were firing towards the 
enemy’s trenches. The gap of water, which widened every moment as the boats swung with the 
current, was an impossible obstacle for troops in heavy equipment. As he realised that fact Major 
Carr turned and found that save for his Company Sergeant-Major he was alone. 

Going back along the floating bridge Major Carr found that most of his men had already 
been struck down. The survivors were taking such cover as they could find behind the bulwarks. 
The Brigadier was directing operations. Major Carr reported the position and then went on to 
collect his men. A few minutes later the Brigadier and his Brigade Major were both struck and 
killed. 

For some time Major Carr remained on the lighters. Eventually he collected all that remained 
of his two platoons and got them back under cover in the “ River Clyde.’ There, besides wounded, 
were found a medley of other troops; Munsters, Hampshire, and Territorial Engineers. The 
Colonel of the Hampshire had by now been hit. Such officers as survived held a consultation while 
bullets struck against the steel sides of the ship. There was little to be done until dark, and during 
the rest of the day (a) Major Carr and his party remained in the “‘ River Clyde.” 


Meanwhile the remainder of the Battalion had been got into boats and towed towards the 
shore. Before they had gone far it was realised that “ V’’ Beach was nothing but a death trap, 
so the tows were diverted to ““ W’”’ Beach, where the Lancashire Fusiliers had effected a lodgment. 
The boats were towed slowly over the calm sea, past H.M.S. ‘‘ Swiftsure,”’ the flagship of the covering 
squadron, and past the flagship of Admiral Wemyss the four funnelled “ Euryalus’”’(b). Both 
warships were firing at the cliffs, and the high ground was veiled in the fumes of their great shells. 
The first boat reached the beach about midday (c) ; the remainder followed soon after. 

The Lancashire Fusiliers had cleared the beach and were scattered precariously on the cliif 
tops above. The low heights above those cliffs were crowned by Turkish redoubts as yet untaken. 

On landing, Colonel Cayley was told by Colonel Wolley-Dod, G.S.O.I. of the Division, that 
the task before the 4th Worcestershire was to capture the high ground on the right of the beach, 
with a view to working onwards towards ‘ V”’ Beach. 

The companies assembled as they disembarked and the Battalion formed up. ‘“ Z” and 
““Y” Companies were in front line, with ‘“‘ X’’ Company and the two spare platoons of “W’”’ 
Company in support. 

There was some delay while the position was reconnoitred and plans were made (d). Colonel 
Cayley went forward and examined the way up the cliff. Presently the word was given and the 
Battalion advanced. 

Scrambling up the cliffs, the platoons reached the slopes above. Those slopes rise to a height 
marked on the map as “ Hill 138.”. The height was crowned by a Turkish redoubt. Facing the 
redoubt were some platoons of the Essex and a few survivors of the Lancashire Fusiliers. ‘ Y ’’ 
and “ Z’’ Companies of the Worcestershire came up on their right and opened fire. 


The redoubt was protected by a thick belt of high barbed wire, a formidable obstacle, hardly 
damaged by the fire of the ships, and under close fire from the redoubt. No way round could be 
found and it became clear that paths must be cut through the entanglement. The only instruments 
available were the hand wire-cutters carried by the troops. Volunteers were called for and many 
came forward. Led by Captain A. D. H. Ray and Captain J. O. Nelson the volunteers crept 
forward through the grass and set to work. 

As they clipped away at the wire, bullets from the redoubt struck all around them. Undeterred, 
the wire cutters crawled under the fence and continued their work. Many turned on their backs 
and thus cut away at the wire above them. The fire was hot and one after another those brave men 
were killed or wounded. But lanes were gradually cut through the wire, and at about 2 p.m. the 
whole line, Essex and Worcestershire, advanced. The redoubt was rushed (e) and the advance 
was continued over the top of the hillock to the slope on the further side. There however the 
advance was stopped by uncut barbed wire and by a sharp fire of rifles and machine-guns from a 
second redoubt on another hillock, three hundred yards beyond. 


(a) Several shells struck the ship during the day, two of which crashed right down into the hold before bursting. 

(6) On which was the Divisional Commander, General Hunter-Weston, 

(c) The Battalion Diary says 10 a.m., but this seems to be a mistake. 

(d) The Ist Essex co-operated on the left flank of the Worcestershire. 

(e) Apparently about 2 p.m., but messages give differing times. | The credit of the capture was claimed by both 
the Essex and the Worcestershire. 
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The Wire-Cutters. 


The First Landing in Gallipoli, 
25th April, 1915. 
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tha April 1913. CAPTURE OF THE REDOUBTS. 


That second redoubt had not been indicated on the rough maps issued before the landing, 
and it caused some confusion in subsequent messages (a). Captain Ray at once led his men forward 
to cut the wire which impeded the advance, and while engaged on that work he was mortally 
wounded (6). Word was sent back that he had fallen. A direct attack was scen to be difficult, 
so “ X”’ Company, hitherto held back in reserve, was now brought up on the right flank; the 
company was ordered to advance southward along the cliffs to the lighthouse and thence to attack 
the second redoubt. 

Making good use of ground, ‘‘ X ’ Company advanced and reached a position (c) in dead 
ground near the second redoubt. Further advance was prevented by a belt of high barbed wire 
on a low rise. 

Private A. Mountain led forward the wire cutters. Crawling through long grass into the 
entanglement he crept beneath the wire. The watchers in rear saw his arm rise out of the grass and 
his wire cutters snap at the wire above him. Each time his hand went up, a shower of bullets struck 
round him and sprayed into the dead ground beyond. Presently he was hit ; his hand fell. Other 
volunteers crawled forward to take his place. 

At other points along the wire defences similar gallant efforts were made. At one point, 
out of a party of seven wire-cutters the last surviving soldier succeeded in severing the last row of 
wire before he also was hit. Officers and men alike hacked away, lying on their backs, sides or 
faces, while bullets struck around them. 

From the ships at sea the work of the wire cutters was watched with tense interest. In close 
support of the attack, H.M.S. “ Swiftsure ” was firing rapidly at the Turkish positions. | Further 
out, from the bridge of the “‘ Queen Elizabeth ” Sir Ian Hamilton himself was watching the volunteers. 
“ Through glasses,’ he records, ‘‘ they could be seen quietly snipping away under a hellish fire as 
though they had been pruning in a vineyard ”’ (d). 

Gradually the work was done. At the cost of many brave lives, lanes were cut in the wire, 
and it became possible for attacking troops to dash through the gaps. Lieut. H. Field led his platoon 
of “ X ’”’ Company forward through one of the gaps and then fixed bayonets and charged the Turkish 
trenches. The enemy retired before the bayonets could reach them, and the second redoubt was 
secured (e). 


From the captured heights the victorious troops could look down on an expanse of open country, 
dotted with trees and rising in the north-east to the summit of Achi Baba. Below them, along the 
sea shore, sharp fighting was in progress at ‘‘ V ”’ Beach, and shells from the ships’ guns were bursting 
on the low Hill 141 behind the village of Sedd-el-Bahr. On the slopes of that hill were more Turkish 
trenches, and from those trenches a sharp fire was opened against the Worcestershire platoons 
around the captured redoubt. That fire and mcre uncut wire entanglements beyond the redoubt 
made further progress difficult, but the right flank of ‘‘ X’’ Company pushed forward along the 
cliffs down the slope towards ““V’’ Beach. An abandoned battery with two disabled 9.2” guns 
was seized and held, but further advance was not possible. 

The sun set, and swiftly darkness came on. The companies sorted themselves out, and the 
Battalion took up a defensive line (f) from the 9.2” Battery on the right, round the front of the 
second redoubt and then across the low ground to the first redoubt on Hill 138, where the line of the 
4th Worcestershire joined that of the Ist Essex. 


Night did not put an end to the battle. In every direction heavy firing continucd, and 
for the Regimental officers the situation was one of acute anxiety. The position of the troops around 
the captured redoubt appeared perilous. Ammunition had run short. There was no protection 
against counter-attack from the front, while behind their backs ran the great belt of barbed wire 
through which they had passed. In the darkness this would effectually prevent any ordered retreat. 
The troops were worn out with the long day’s fighting and the general situation was unknown. 


(a) Both redoubts were impartially described as “ Hill 138 ’’ in messages sent that day. 

(6) There is doubt as to the exact stage at which Captain Ray was hit. Contradictory statements are given by 
living participants in the fight. Captain Ray died of his wounds after nightfall. He was a most gallant 
officer and his death was much felt. 

(c) Apparently about two hundred yards due west of the redoubt. (See Plan 20). 

(d) It has since been claimed by the Lancashire Fusiliers that the wire cutters, watched and described by Sir lan 
Hamilton, were a small detached party of their battalion, operating on the right flank of the 4th Worcester- 
shire, and actually on the cliff’s edge. 

(e) The exact times of all these events on the first day are very doubtful. The capture of the second redoubt seems 
to have been effected about 4 p.m. 

(f) “* X," “ Z,” and “ Y ” Companies were in front line, in that order from the right. Two platoons of ‘“ W” 
Company were in reserve behind the southern redoubt. 
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Fortunately, however, that foreseen peril did not arise. Firing continued all night, but 
the enemy did not attempt any strong counter-attack against the redoubt. The troops snatched 
what rest they could amid the firing, lying out in the open, their rifles ready at their sides. 


Dawn of April 26th was greeted by heavy gun fire from the ships. During the night most of 
the troops on board the “ River Clyde ’”’ had reached the shore (a) and the firing around ‘‘ V’”’ Beach 
soon rose to intensity. 

Throughout the morning the 4th Worcestershire held their ground on the heights west of 
the beach, shelled intermittently but not suffering serious loss. About noon the troops on “ V”’ 
Beach succeeded in winning their way forward into the Castle at Sedd-el-Bahr, and soon afterwards 
orders came for the troops on their left to advance. 

The 4th Worcestershire, together with the 2nd Hampshire and Ist Essex pushed forward and 
cleared the Turkish trenches above “‘V’’ Beach. From that Beach a similar advance was in 
progress, and before the combined effort the enemy gave way and retired. About 2.30 p.m. Hill 
141 was rushed by the Dublins led by Colonel Doughty-Wylie. On the ground gained the troops 
dug in, while the enemy fell back out of range. 

The rest of the day was devoted to reorganisation and preparations for a further advance. 
Major Carr’s detachment landed from the ‘“‘ River Clyde’”’ and rejoined the Battalion, bringing 
with them a much needed store of ammunition to replenish the empty pouches. 


The fighting of April 25th and 26th had secured the landing at Cape Helles ; but the success 
had only been gained at the price of heavy loss (b), and the British forces were still far from their 
original objective, Achi Baba. 

The enemy had fallen back out of touch and an advance was possible. Disorganisation 
caused by the fighting delayed matters, and it was not until the afternoon of April 27th that a general 
advance could be made. All that morning the troops lay on the heights above the beaches—a 
quiet time, punctuated by great shells which came rumbling over from the southern shore of the 
Straits. Those shells were fired from an unseen big gun which the troops soon christened “ Asiatic 
Annie.” ; 

The companies were reorganized. Captain Pollock took over command of “ Z”’ Company 
and Lieutenant Bush took over ““W’”’ Company. Colonel Cayley was ordered away to take over 
temporary command of the 86th Brigade. Major Seton was ill, so the command of the Battalion 
devolved for the time on Major Carr. 


The country in front was an expanse of low ground which formed a saucer-shaped depression, 
some few miles in extent, between the heights already taken and that greater height of Achi Baba 
which was their objective. The low ground was mottled with greenish scrub and dotted with trees 
which obscured the view. The enemy’s position was uncertain. 

At 4.0 p.m. the advance began. The French Division had landed at Sedd-el-Bahr on the 
right and advanced in line with the British. The 4th Worcestershire were now the right flank 
battalion of the British line, with French troops (c) on thcir outer flank. The Battalion advanced 
in “ artillery formation ’”’—lines of platoons at irrcgular intervals preceded by scouts. _ To the left 
the other battalions of the 88th and 87th Brigades were similarly advancing—an inspiring sight. 


The advance proved difficult. The country was for the most part open scrub, with long 
grass under foot and occasional patches of cultivation. At intervals there were vivid splashes of 
wild flowers. The uncultivated ground made heavy going for the laden troops, and a dropping 
fire from snipers in front delayed the advance. At intervals dead bodies were passed—Turks 
killed by the guns of the ships. Of the enemy’s main force there was as yet no indication. Turkish 
artillery, however, was in position near Achi Baba, for at intervals shells burst over the heads of the 
advancing troops. 

About sunset the right flank of the Battalion came to a little stream, the Kanli Dere (d), at an 
angle to the line of march. The platoons on the right flank crossed the stream in succession till a 
change in its course aligned the stream with the advance. | Thenceforward the Battalion advanced 
astride the stream in the failing light. 

As darkness grew the 4th Worcestershire neared a small wood of fir trees with a fair-sized 
house near by. On the edge of the fir wood the advance was stayed for the night. The companies 
took up defcnsive positions and prepared against attack. 


(a) Major Carr’s detachment of the 4th Worcestershire was however ordered to remain on the ship. 

(b) The casualties of the 4th Worcestershire in the first two days’ fighting totalled about 100, including Captain A. D. 
H. Ray killed, and 2/Lieuts H. James and E. C. D. Malone wounded. 

(c) The French 175th Regiment. (d) ‘The Bloody Stream.” 
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GALLIPOLI 


(CAPE HELLES) 


1) 


The 4th Battn. digging in after the attack on May 6th. (2) “SWIFTSURE” (see pages 80, 81, 92 and 105). 
LT. COLONEL D. E. CAYLEY, cmdg. 4th Battn, 1915. (4) hi-Baba to theextreme left. 
) “W" Beach. (>) “V" Beach with the “River-Clyde,”, 
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27,28 April 1915. THE ADVANCE CHECKED. 


By 9 p.m. all were in position and were taking such rest as was possible ; but the night was 
naturally an anxious one; there were many alarms and much promiscuous firing. The officers 4ru 
of the 4th Worcestershire noted with quiet satisfaction that their men expended less ammunition 
than did the troops on right and left. Three days of strain had not sufficed to shake the nerves 
of the Battalion. 
Before dawn all were alert. Breakfasts were cooked and eaten. Orders came to continuc 
the advance towards Krithia and Achi Baba. 


FIRST BATTLE OF KRITHIA. 


The advance began at 8.0a.m. The 4th Worcestershire went forward (a) with‘ Z"’ and“ Y” 
Companies in front line, “‘ W’’ and ‘‘ X”’ in support. For about 800 yards the advance went well, 
though under a sharp fire of shrapnel. It was noted that several trees had been cut into strange 
shapes, doubtless as aiming marks. Soon bursts of rapid fire in front brought the advance to a stop. 

Major Carr went forward to see the position. He found the leading platoons held up by 
fire from enemy concealed and apparently well entrenched. In front the ground sloped gently 
upwards to the Turkish trenches. Facing the Battalion was some ground slightly higher than that 
to right or left, a low ridge on which the enemy held advanced posts. 

The two leading companies had already suffered heavily from the Turkish fire. Reinforce- 
ments were sent for. Two platoons of ‘““ W’’ Company came up under 2/Lieutenant Mervyn. But 
that officer was at once hit, and further advance was plainly dangerous, unless the troops on the 
flanks could gain ground. The French on the right were considerably in rear, nor did either messages 
or personal appeals avail to bring them forward. The battalions on the left had also been checked. 

Major Carr then decided that the 4th Worcestershire must advance alone. A series of short 
tushes carried the front line forward for about a hundred yards to the foot of the ridge. The 
remainder of “ W’’ Company was brought up from support to press home the attack. Gallantly 
led by Lieutenant W. D. Bush, “‘ W ’”’ Company charged the ridge and cleared it with the bayonet (6). 
A definite position was established on the ridge and was held under a hot fire from enemy trenches 
400 yards beyond. The Battalion machine-guns were brought up, and with their aid a Turkish for- 
ward movement (c) was beaten back. Presently ammunition began to run out. Volunteers were 
called for and, thanks to their efforts, the needed ammunition was brought up. Private H. Allen 
greatly distinguished himself, dashing forward through a rain of bullets with ammunition which 
enabled the machine-guns to continue firing at a critical moment. 

Casualties occurred right and left. Most of the officers in the front line were struck down. 
Sergeant-Major C. Felix showed great gallantry in taking command of leaderless troops and organising 
the defence (a). 


Heavy firing continued until the evening. A message was then received that the French 
on the right had retired before a counter-attack and that the 4th Worcestershire were to fall back 
into line with them. The position of the Battalion itself was quite secure, and it was with great 
annoyance that the troops abandoned the ground they had won. The wounded were brought in 
and the platoons retired successively in the gathering darkness. ‘“‘ The Turks made no attempt 
to press,”’ wrote an officer, ‘‘ being evidently relieved to see us go.” 

The loss of the Battalion had been heavy, some 300 in all, including nine officers (e). The 
Battalion, now only some 400 strong, occupied once again the positions near the Fir Wood which 
they had held that morning. All ranks remained on the alert during a night of alarms and a suc- 
ceeding day (29th) of comparative rest. 


On April 30th Colonel Cayley rejoined and again took over command. Fresh French troops 
had landed. These took over the position held by the 4th Worcestershire. The Battalion moved 
back into a reserve, some 400 yards in rear of the front line. The platoons dug themselves into 
cover, and again rested, amid a constant sniping fire. 


(a) The line of advance of the Battalion was between the main road and the telegraph line to Krithia. 

(b) Lt. Bush was awarded the Military Cross, During this charge, Major Carr was hit in the hand, but remained 
in command. 

(c) No definite Turkish counter-attack developed against the front held by the Worcestershire, though counter- 
attacks were made against the French on the right. 

(d) Sergt.-Major Felix and Pte. Allen were awarded the D.C.M. 

(e) Major Carr (remaining at duty), Capt. and Adjt. T. C. Kerans, Capt. Amphlett, Lieuts. Bridges, Wythes, Gordon, 
Mostyn, Mervyn, and Entwhistle, all wounded. Other ranks (April 25th—29th), 35 killed, 199 wounded, 
74 missing, 
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27,28 April 1915, THE ADVANCE CHECKED. 


By 9 p.m. all were in position and were taking such rest as was possible ; but the night was 
naturally an anxious one; there were many alarms and much promiscuous firing. The officers 
of the 4th Worcestershire noted with quict satisfaction that their men expended less ammunition 
than did the troops on right and left. Three days of strain had not sufficed to shake the nerves 
of the Battalion. 

Before dawn all were alert. Breakfasts were cooked and eaten. Orders came to continuc 
the advance towards Krithia and Achi Baba. 


FIRST BATTLE OF KRITHIA. 


The advance began at 8.0a.m. The 4th Worcestershire went forward (a) with ‘‘Z”’ and“ Y” 
Companies in front line, “‘ W’’ and “ X” in support. For about 800 yards the advance went well, 
though under a sharp fire of shrapnel. It was noted that several trees had been cut into strange 
shapes, doubtless as aiming marks. Soon bursts of rapid fire in front brought the advance to a stop. 

Major Carr went forward to see the position. He found the leading platoons held up by 
fire from enemy concealed and apparently well entrenched. In front the ground sloped gently 
upwards to the Turkish trenches. Facing the Battalion was some ground slightly higher than that 
to right or left, a low ridge on which the enemy held advanced posts. 

The two leading companies had already suffered heavily from the Turkish fire. Reinforce- 
ments were sent for. Two platoons of ““ W’’ Company came up under 2/Licutenant Mervyn. But 
that officer was at once hit, and further advance was plainly dangerous, unless the troops on the 
flanks could gain ground. The French on the right were considerably in rear, nor did either messages 
or personal appeals avail to bring them forward. The battalions on the left had also been checked. 

Major Carr then decided that the 4th Worcestershire must advance alone. A serics of short 
rushes carried the front line forward for about a hundred yards to the foot of the ridge. The 
remainder of ‘‘ W”’ Company was brought up from support to press home the attack. Gallantly 
led by Lieutenant W. D. Bush, “ W’” Company charged the ridge and cleared it with the bayonet (6). 
A definite position was established on the ridge and was held under a hot fire from enemy trenches 
400 yards beyond. The Battalion machine-guns were brought up, and with their aid a Turkish for- 
ward movement (c) was beaten back. Presently ammunition began to run out. Volunteers were 
called for and, thanks to their efforts, the needed ammunition was brought up. Private H. Allen 
greatly distinguished himself, dashing forward through a rain of bullets with ammunition which 
enabled the machine-guns to continue firing at a critical moment. 

Casualties occurred right and left. Most of the officers in the front line were struck down. 
Sergeant-Major C. Felix showed great gallantry in taking command of leaderless troops and organising 
the defence (d). 


Heavy firing continued until the evening. A message was then received that the French 
on the right had retired before a counter-attack and that the 4th Worcestershire were to fall back 
into line with them. The position of the Battalion itself was quite secure, and it was with great 
annoyance that the troops abandoned the ground they had won. The wounded were brought in 
and the platoons retired successively in the gathering darkness. ‘‘ The Turks made no attempt 
to press,”’ wrote an officer, “ being evidently relieved to see us go.” 

The loss of the Battalion had been heavy, some 300 in all, including nine officers (e). The 
Battalion, now only some 400 strong, occupied once again the positions near the Fir Wood which 
they had held that morning. All ranks remained on the alert during a night of alarms and a suc- 
ceeding day (29th) of comparative rest. 


On April 30th Colonel Cayley rejoined and again took over command. Fresh French troops 
had landed. These took over the position held by the 4th Worcestershire. The Battalion moved 
back into a reserve, some 400 yards in rear of the front line. The platoons dug themselves into 
cover, and again rested, amid a constant sniping fire. 


(2) The line of advance of the Battalion was between the main road and the telegraph line to Krithia. 

(b) Lt. Bush was awarded the Military Cross. During this charge, Major Carr was hit in the hand, but remained 
in command. 

(c) No definite Turkish counter-attack developed against the front held by the Worcestershire, though counter- 
attacks were made against the French on the right. 

(d) Sergt.-Major Felix and Pte. Allen were awarded the D.C.M. 

(e) Major Carr (remaining at duty), Capt. and Adjt. T. C. Kerans, Capt. Amphlett, Lieuts. Bridges, Wythes, Gordon, 
Mostyn, Mervyn, and Entwhistle, all wounded. Other ranks (April 25th—29th), 35 killed, 199 wounded, 
74 missing. 
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GALLIPOLI. May 1915 


The lst of May was a day of comparative quiet for the 4th Worcestershire in their reserve 
trenches ; quiec broken at intervals by the shells of the enemy’s guns around Achi Baba. 

Darkness came on and the troops slept. At 10.30 p.m. all were awakened by a sudden roar 
and blaze of gunfire. A rattle of musketry from the left joined in the riot. It was clear that the 
enemy were attacking. 

Presently came alarming reports. An over-tired Irish battalion on the left had fallen back. 
Then on the right a French regiment of Senegalese gave way before the Turkish bayonets, and the 
enemy came on through the gap. 

The retirement of the Sencgalese uncovered a French battery close to the right flank of the 
Worcestershire. To rescue the French battery Captain Deans led forward ‘“ Y’’ Company. In 
the darkness ‘‘ Y’’ Company charged with the bayonet, drove back the Turks and secured the 
position around the battery. Mcanwhile Colonel Cayley had directed Major Carr to take forward 
““W" Company to the same part of the front. ‘‘ W’’ Company also had a sharp bayonet fight in 
the darkness before the enemy were driven back and the whole of the lost ground was regained. 

To the assistance of the Irishmen on the left Colonel Caylcy sent up “ X’’ Company. The 
company did good work in stcadying the line and presently the attack was beatcn back (a). 

In the early hours of the morning fresh troops of the Royal Naval Division came up to reinforce 
the French. Thus strengthened, our Allies attempted a counter-attack ; but their movement was 
slow and soon ceased. The separation of the Worcestershire companies prevented any organised 
movement by the Battalion ; but away to the left the Hampshire made a successful advance; only 
to fall back again when they found themselves unsupported by the French. Then the fighting 
died down. 

The ground was littered with dead and wounded, and 44 Turks with two officers were escorted 
to the rear as prisoners from the lines of the 4th Worcestershire (b). The Battalion was then again 
drawn back into Brigade reserve, and by 7.30 p.m. had settled into reserve trenches. 


Their stay in reserve was brief. At 3.0 a.m. after another night of heavy firing the Battalion 
was ordered forward to relieve the Hampshire. The relief proved difficult and was not completed 
before noon. The new trenches were further to the left than those which the Battalion had previously 
held. They were on the gently rising ground which lies between the Krithia Nullah and another 
similar watercourse a mile to the west which later they were to call the Gully Ravine. The enemy’s 
shell fire was heavy all day of May 2nd, and the Battalion was fortunate in escaping with only one 
casualty. In the evening (c) the Battalion again changed position, and shifted ground still further 
to the left, relieving the Royal Fusiliers and the remnants of the two Irish battalions in a little gully 
on the western side of the Krithia Nullah, just below the junction of its two streams. 


For two days the Worcestershire held that position—two days of incessant labour under 
shell fire. Mostly the work was that of improving the trenches and burying dead Turks; but 
there was much to be done in the way of collecting rifles and ammunition and in sorting out all the 
litter of the battlefield. 


After nightfall on May 3rd came another Turkish attack. That attack was not so determined 
as before and was beaten off with comparative ease. |The day following was again spent in salvage 
work. The enemy’s shell fire had lessened, but Turkish snipers were active, some brave men among 
them actually operating in rear of our front line and causing much trouble. In the afternoon 
stretcher parties of the enemy came out with “ Red Crescent” flags. They were permitted to collect 
their dead unmolested. Before darkness fell the Dublins and Munsters, amalgamated into one 
provisional battalion, came up to take over the firing line, and the 4th Worcestershire went back into 
Tescrve. 

The Battalion remaincd in reserve for the next twenty-four hours, while orders were issued 
for a fresh attack. 

The new attack was to take the simple form of a general advance all along the line. The 
88th Brigade were tu attack with the 4th Worcestershire, 2nd Hampshire, and Royal Fusiliers (d) 
in the front line from right to left. The Ist Essex were to support the right flank and the 1/5th 
Royal Scots to follow in reserve. 


(a) The movements of the individual companies during that night of heavy fighting are difficult to narrate. The 
Battalion Diary (written up long afterwards) does not agree with the recollections of survivors. Night 
fighting is inevitably confusing, and there were no exact maps. 

(6) In all over 500 Turkish prisoners were captured, and a much greater number were killed. 

(c) That evening, Major Carr, who had been wounded on April 28th but had remained at duty, was ordered off toa . 
hospital ship. Subsequently he was awarded the D.S.O. 

(ad) Attached. The 86th Bde. had temporarily been broken up. 
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May 1915 


SECOND BATTLE OF KRITHIA. 


At 11.0 a.m. on May 6th the attack commenced. Passing over the front line trenches held 
by the Dublins and Munsters, the attacking line advanced for some 500 yards under heavy shell 
fire and musketry. After a sharp struggle the Worcestershire gained a low ridge on their 
front. There the Battalion dug in, for the left flank of the Brigade had not as yet come up into line. 

Heavy fighting lasted all day, and by nightfall the ranks of the Battalion had been thinned 
by further casualties. In all about 100 had been killed or wounded, including 4 ofticers (a). 


The night was fairly quiet. Next morning at 10.0 a.m. the advance was resumed. The 
Royal Scots advanced in fine style over the trenches held by the Battalion and gallantly attacked 
a wood of fir trees on the left flank. There they were held up. ‘“ Z’’ Company of the 4th Worces- 
tershire were led forward by Captain Nelson to their support. Eventually the Royal Scots, who 
were under a cross fire from three sides, fell back, and “ Z "’ Company was left alone. The Worces- 
tershire company held on unsupported for fifteen minutes under an intense fire. Nearly half of the 
company had fallen before it was decided to fall back. The remnant retired in good order and 
regained their trenches. 

About nightfall a fresh attack was made. The Border Regiment, followed by the Dublins and 
Munsters, advanced over the front line and gained about 100 yards. There they dug in. The 
position remained unaltered throughout the ensuing night. 


The third day of the battle (May 8th) was a day of fierce heat. At 10.0 a.m. the New Zealand 
Brigade, brought round from “ Anzac’ to assist the attack, passed over the trenches of the 88th 
Brigade and went forward. They gaincd a further 200 yards before they were brought to a standstill. 
On the right the French had attacked bravely, and heavy fighting was everywhere in progress. 
The battle swayed forwards and backwards until, at 5.0 p.m., orders came that to carry the issue to 
a decision a general advance was to be made by all troops all along the line. 

. That advance commenced at 5.30 p.m. From shore to shore the Allied troops rose tc their 
feet and pushed forward with the bayonet. Some ground was gained ; then once more machine guns 
and barbed wire held up the advance, and after heavy losses the attack simmered down to a standstill. 

In that general attack the 4th Worcestershire suffered less heavily than before, for the 
Battalion was no longer in front line, and followed behind the advancing New Zealanders ; whu 
themselves were hard hit. 

By nightfall the advance had cume to an end, and all along the line the exhausted troops 
were digging in. Tired as they were, the troops were still full of tight and when, at 8.30 p.m.,the enemy 
attempted a counter-attack they were easily driven back by musketry. 

An uneasy night followed, with continual sniping but without any serious attack. 

The struggle was now over for the time being. [Fresh reinforcements were needed before 
more could be done. The enemy also had for the moment exhausted their strength, and the ensuing 
three weeks were fairly quiet. 


For three days the Battalion remaincd in the line, enduring shell fire and bombs, but without 
heavy losses. Then, on the evening of 11th May, came relicf by new arrivals, the East Lancashire 
Territorials of the 42nd Division. The 6th Manchester relieved the 4th Worcestershire. The relief 
took place with difficulty, in rain and undcr heavy fire. Not till nearly 4.0 a.m. did the last company 
getclear. ‘‘It was still raining hard and everyone was feeling a bit wet and uncomfortable, but still 
cheerful,;which we have been at all times ” (d). 

The companies made their way back through ihe darkness and rain to the appointed rest 
camp behind the reserve line of trenches. By dawn the troops had been got into shelter ; and it 
\s recorded that at 8.0 a.m. on the morning of May 12th all the surviving officers of the Battalion 

assembled as a Mess once more—eleven all told (c)—‘‘ and we spent a pleasant hour together free 
from shells, which was very nice although it was raining” (6). 


Four days the Battalion remained in reserve. Then orders were received for the line, and 
after dark on May 16th the Worcestershire companies made their way forward and relieved the 
5th Manchesters in reserve trcnches. On the following day Colonel Cayley was wounded. Major 

-A. Lang took over command. 
For three days the Battalion remained in reserve, sending down parties to bathe in the sea. 


(a) Captains D . Pollock, G. C. Deans and T. H. O. Crawley, killed, Lieut. W. D. Bush wounded. Other ranks, 
10 kill 71 wounded, 2 missing. 

(b) Battalion Diary :—The losses of the Battalion on May 7th-—12th were returned as 9 killed. 38 wounded, 3 missing. 

{) Lt.-Col. Cayley, Major Seton, Major Lang, Capt. Nelson, Lieuts. Gordon, Chesney & Field, 2/Lieuts. Dickens 
(A/Adjt.), Roberts & Jones, and Captain Maloney, R.A.M.C. On that date the strength cf the Battalion 
was given as 11 officers and 483 other ranks. 
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GALLIPOLI. May—June 1915. 


On the night of May 22nd, came the next engagement, a strong Turkish counter-attack 
against the Royal Fusiliers in the front line. A detachment of the 4th Worcestershire under 2/Lieut. 
R. B. Woosnam was sent forward to reinforce the Fusiliers, and the latter succeeded eventually in 
retaking some lost trenches. 

Next day the two battalions changed over. During the relief Captain Nelson was severely 
wounded. That evening Colonel Cayley rejoined (a). 


Plans were now being made for a new attack. Careful preparation was entailed, and the 
construction of assembly trenches. One of those new trenches was dug on the night of May 
25/26th, close to the Turkish positions. The digging had to be done in bright moonlight and was 
most dangerous. However, “ Z’’ Company, led by Lieutenant Chesney, worked with a will (b) 
and carried out the task successfully in spite of a sharp fire. Just as the task was completed 
Lieutenant Chesney, unfortunately, was severely wounded (c). 

The heavy losses had left the Battalion very weak, until a much needed reinforcement arrived 
on May 27th—13 officers (d), and 159 other ranks. 

Thenceforward for a week (e) the Battalion remained in front line, working busily in pre- 
paration for the new attack, which had been fixed for June 4th. The work was carried out under 
fire and there were many casualties (f). Those losses were partially replaced by the attachment 
of about five hundred East Lancashire Territorials to the Worcestershire platoons. 


THIRD BATTLE OF KRITHIA. 


At 9.30 a.m. on June 4th the British artillery opened fire and kept up a hot bombardment 
till 11.30 a.m. Then the firing died down and for xten minutes silence reigned, a silence intended 
to puzzle the enemy. At 11.40 the artillery opened again and continued rapid fire till 12 noon, 
when the guns lifted their fire and the attacking battalions scrambled out of their trenches and 
advanced (g). 

In spite of all they had gone through the troops of the 29th Division went forward with 
splendid spirit. “ It was just glorious and magnificent to see our gallant lads get out of the trenches, 
“ not aslacker amongst them ” (4). Under a storm of fire the Worcestershire platoons rushed forward 
across the open and into the enemy’s trenches. Three successive lines of trenches were cleared ; 80 
prisoners and four machine guns were taken. 

Then stock was taken of the situation. On the right the advance had been equally successful. 
On the left, however, on the western slope of the Gully Ravine, the 14th Sikhs had advanced with 
equal gallantry but without the same success. The enemy’s machine guns there had not been 
subdued by the bombardment, and before their fire the tall Sikhs had fallen in swathes. The 
Sikh battalion had been almost annihilated (7) and the left flank of the Worcestershire was exposed. 

To meet that danger the Battalion formed a defensive flank along the steep slope of the 
Gully Ravine, and the rest of the day was spent in consolidating that line under heavy fire; in 
that work C.Q.M.S. J. J. Leach was much distinguished, organising bombing parties and directing 
consolidation (7). At one point a body of the enemy attempted a counter-attack but 2/Lieut. 
J. D. Dickens swiftly organised and led a bayonet charge which drove the enemy back (R). 

The losses had been very heavy, including 5 officers killed and 3 officers missing (/). Among 
the former were Capt. Cunliffe and Lieut. Bush. Lieut. H. Gordon was wounded. 


(a) Col. Cayley and Major Lang were now the only two officers left with the Battalion above subaltern’s rank, 
(b) In this work, Corpl. P. Allbut was much distinguished and was awarded the D.C.M. 
(c) Besides Lt. Chesney, eleven others of his company were hit, of whom four were killed. 
(d) Capt. J. C. Pickersgill-Cunliffe, Capt. W. Ashton, Lieut. F. E. Myddleton Gavey, Lieut. H. Arnold, 2/Lieuts. 
A. W. Brocks, W. Kirkham, E. Gordon Parkes, C. D. Field, D. Grainger Jones, L. B. Charles, E. S, Pink, 
J. L. King, and C. J. B. Atkinson. 
(e) On June 2nd, a reinforcement of 3 officers joined—Capt. I1. A. Brett, 2/Lts. D. C. B. Martin and W.G. J. Pearce. 
(f) But even more trying than the enemy’s fre was the heat, now increasing day by day. Up till that time the 
troops had worn caps ; now foreign-service helmets were asked for and gradually were taken into wear. 
(g) The previous failure had led, as in France, to the substitution of a limited objective for the previous optimistic 
attempts to break through, and only two lines of trenches were allotted as the task of the attacking troops. 
(4) Battalion Diary. (i) After the battle the 14th Sikhs numbered no more than 3 officers and 200 men. 
(j) C.Q.M.S. Leach was awarded the D.C.M., as also were C.S.M. J. P. Alexander and L/Sgt. S. Edge. 
(k) 2/Lieut. Dickens was awarded the M.C 
() Killed,Capt. J. C Pickersgill-Cunliffe, Lieut.W.D. Bush, 2/Lieuts. B.C. D. Martin, C. D. Field, and H. G. Parkes. 
Missing, 2/Lieuts. D. Grainger Jones (afterwards ascertained killed) R. B. Woosnam, J. L. King. 
There are no available figures of the total losses of the Battalion, but they were about 300 of all ranks. 
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June 1915. END OF THE BATTLE. 


The 5th of June was fairly quiet. All ranks were still working busily at making the new 
position secure. On the following night the East Lancashire Territorials were detached from the 
Worcestershire platoons to return to their own unit. 

Hardly had the Territorials left the trenches when the enemy commenced a counter-attack 
to regain their lost positions. Heavy fighting continued all the night and into the next day. By 
9.30 a.m. (June 6th) the enemy’s efforts had definitely been stopped, but gun fire continued all the 
day and did not die away until nightfall. 

That night (June 6/7th) another counter-attack was met and repulsed, then the enemy’s efforts 
died away and the captured trenches remained thenceforward in British possession. But the 
success had been dearly gaincd. Many of the surviving officers and men of the 4th Worcestershire 
had been killed, including the second-in-command, Major H. A. Lang. 

Major Lang had been one of the mainstays of the Battalion. A good pulo player, a sound 
cricketer, an all-round sportsman and a most able soldier, Major Lang was a fine type of Regimental 
officer. Since the landing he had proved himself invaluable, ‘‘ always cool, clear-headed and of the 
most amazing bravery.” ‘‘ His help to me,” wrote Colonel Cayley, ‘‘ has been more than I can 
acknowledge ; what the Battalion will do without him I don’t know.” 


Indeed the Battalion could ill afford the loss. Nearly all the original officers and N.C.O's. 
had fallen and there were very few old soldiers left in the ranks. But the new drafts which replaced 
the losses showed fine courage, cheered on and held to their task by two indomitable spirits, Colonel 
Cayley himself and Sergt.-Major Felix. The Regimental Sergeant-Major was a tower of strength, 
inspiring all by his energy and his devotion. The Colonel's quiet courage and constant thoughtfulness 
had made him dear to his men. The third night of the long battle found him still in command, 
alone save for two or three inexperienced young subalterns. Worn out, he lay down in the trench 
and instantly fell asleep. ‘‘ Next day,” he wrote, ‘‘ I heard casually from a complete stranger that 
“as soon as I fell asleep one man of the Regiment posted himself about three yards up the trench 
“one way and another three yards the other side of me and refused to let anyone pass, saying, 
“‘The Colonel’s asleep, first time for four nights, you can’t go by.’ I haven't an idea who they 
“were but it was splendid of them.” 


The battle slowly died down. By dawn of June 7th both sides had ceased to attack, though 
intermittent firing continued which caused yet more loss. The Medical officer, Captain W. J. Maloney 
was severely wounded while tending a wounded man outside the front trenches. Apart from his 
skill as a surgeon, his bravery and kindliness had made him the most popular man of the Battalion 
and his loss was regretted by all. 

Then came word that the Brigadier had broken down and that Colonel Cayley, the only 
surviving senior officer, was to take over command of the Brigade. After making arrangements 
o the relief of his men Colonel Cayley handed over command of the Battalion to Captain H. A. 

rett (a). 


Orders came for a change of position. Efforts were being made to reorganise the Division 
and to get the battalions back into their original Brigades. The Border Regiment came up in the 
evening (b) and took over the trenches along the Gully Ravine. The Worcestershire moved to the 
tight and relieved the Essex. Then followed two days of hard and unpleasant work, remaking the 
shattered trenches and burying the dead, until, at dawn on June 10th, the Battalion was relieved. 
The Lowland Territorials of the 52nd Division were taking over the line. The 4th Worcestershire 
were relieved by the 4th Royal Scots Fusiliers, and marched back to rest. 

Filing along the half-made communication trenches which now ran down Gully Ravine, the 
weary platoons took some three hours to reach their destination, Gully Beach. There they were 
accommodated in huts and shelters ‘‘ on the hill side facing the sea which is very nice indeed ” (c). 


The rest lasted two days, two days of comparative peace and quiet, during which the troops 
bathed or worked on road construction, undisturbed save by stray shells and the intermittent gun 
fie beyond. On the evening of June 12th came orders again to move forward. After dark the 
88th Brigade assembled and marched back to relieve the Lowlanders in their previous position. 
The Essex and the 5th Royal Scots took over the front line while the Hampshire and Worcestershire 
occupied the support trenches. The trenches were still in a bad state, with many unburied dead in 
all directions (d), but by dint of much hard work a gradual improvement was effected. A notable 
effort was the construction of a big communication trench (e) by which pack mules might be brought 
up to the reserve trenches. That work was destined to save much labour in man-handling the stores. 


(a) Formerly of the 9th Lincolnshire. (6) 5.0 p.m. (¢) Battalion Diary. 
(d) During June 13th, the 4th Worcestershire buried over 80. 
(e:) That trench was begun by the Battalion on June 14th. 
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Gradually the strength of the Bavtaliun was increased by fresh drafts and by wounded 
returning to the line, notably by a large draft (a) which arrived on June 16th. 

That day (June 16th) was disturbed by several alarms. The Turks made repeated local 
attacks against their lost trenches, and although the Worcestershire were not actively engaged, the 
firing kept everyone on the alert. The ensuing day (June 17th) was fairly quiet, and orders came 
that on the evening of June 18th the 88th Brigade would be relieved. 

During the day of June 18th the 88th Brigade learnt that a local attack would be made 
that evening by the 42nd Division on their right. The relief of the Brigade was consequently post- 
poned. 


As darkness came on the gun fire of both sides increased in intensity. Soon it was gathered 
that while the 42nd Division were attacking on the right flank, the enemy at the same time were 
attacking the left flank of the 29th Division in the Gully Ravine. There the 87th Brigade were in 
position, and after a hard fight in the darkness eventually lost a small outlying trench. But that 
loss was slight compared with the danger which swiftly developed on the right. On the far side 
of the Krithia Nullah the attack of the 42nd Division had been met by stronger forces and by 10.0 
p.m. the Lancashire Territorials had been driven back first from the Turkish trenches and then from 
their own front line. Help was urgently needed. The 5th Royal Scots, on the right flank of the 
88th Brigade, were instructed to deliver a counter-attack, and to their assistance ‘‘ W’”’ Company 
of the 4th Worcestershire, now commanded by 2/Lieut. A. W. Roberts, was sent forward. Worces- 
tershire lads and Scotsmen together struck the flank of the victorious enemy (’) and after hard 
fighting drove the Turks out and back to their own lines (c). By dawn the action was over and the 
position re-established, not without heavy loss (d). 


The relief, delayed by the fight, took place about midday, and by that evening the Battalion 
was back in reserve at Gully Beach. Great credit had been gained in that sharp fight, and on the 
following day the Battalion Diary recorded that ‘“‘ The Regiment has been complimented by General 
Hunter-Weston commanding the Army Corps. ‘‘ W’ Company is being paraded to be spoken to 
by the G.O.C. Division and everyone is very pleased.” 


Once again the rest was brief, and after two days of sea bathing and fatigues (e) the 88th 
Brigade returned to the line and took over the same trench system. The 4th Worcestershire went 
into the front line trenches—trenches which they found broken down and dirty, demanding much 
hard labour before they were safe and fit to live in. The continual slaughter had not been without 
its effect on the enemy, and the Turkish fire was noticeably less constant than before. 


ACTION OF GULLY RAVINE. 


A new attack had now been planned. Immediately in front of the 88th Brigade the Turkish 
defences were formidable, but there seemed reason to hope that an advance up Gully Ravine might 
prove more successful. Careful preparations were made for the attack. By June 28th all was 
ready and at 9.0 a.m. that morning the British guns opened fire. At 10.0 a.m. the attacking 
troops advanced. The Worcestershire were not actually involved in that attack, their role being 
confined to holding the Brigade line further to the right, but the Battalion came in for heavy gun 
fire while the struggle on their left swayed to and fro. On the left flank the Turkish defences along 
the sea cliffs were taken with comparative ease ; but in the Gully Ravine itself the fire of two strong 
redoubts held up the attack and drove the attacking Lowland Battalions back into our lines. 

That evening the Essex and 5th Royal Scots renewed the attack on those two redoubts, only 
to fail in their turn. : 

The 5th Royal Scots in particular were heavily punished, and most of their company officers 
were killed or wounded. Orders had been given that the 4th Worcestershire further to the right 
were to keep touch with the Scotsmen and to be ready to exploit any success. For that purpose 
Lieut. H. James of the Worcestershire had been sent into the trenches of the Royal Scots to act 
as liaison oflicer. When affairs became critical Lieut. James went up to the front line, at the request 
of the Royal Scots’ commanding officer, to assist the attack. All the Scots officers in his vicinity 
had fallen, so Lieut. James took command of the disorganised troops around him, restored order 


(a) Lieuts. E. Wrightson, C. W. V. Peake and J. Mould, and 137 other ranks. 2/Lieut. H. James returned from 
hospital on the same day (16th). 

(b) The counter-attack commenced about 2.0 a.m. (c) 2/Lieut. A. W. Roberts was awarded the M.C. 

(d) The Worcestershire company lost severely, including 2/Lt. G. J. B. Atkinson killed. 

(e) Including big working parties at ‘‘ W”’ Beach, the original landing place. 


88 


Digitized by Google 


With two rifles and a sack of bombs 
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Lieutenant James held the trench single-handed 
(page 89). 
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From the picture by Gilbert Holiday presented to the Regiment by the late 
Lieut. J. M. P. Baird. 


Note. The ‘‘ Jam pot” bombs shown were the only type then available 
in Gallipoli. The height of the barricade and the position of the two rifles are 


from personal data. 
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Lstind July 1915, OUR FIRST VICTORIA CROSS. 


and established a satisfactory position. Then he went back and brought up reinforcements, only 
to find on his return that a renewed counter-attack by the enemy had shattered the defence. Once 
again Lieut. James re-established the line and maintained the defence until darkness fell. 


During the next three days fighting surged forwards and backwards along the trenches in 
the Gully Ravine. Gradually the enemy were driven from their advanced lines, and by nightfall 
of July Ist the line on each side of the Ravine had been matcrially advanced ; but in front of the 
88th Brigade the enemy’s trenches were unchanged, and formed a salient which invited attack. 

Attack on that salient was organiscd ; an attack to be made by the Worcestershire and 
Hampshire. After due consideration it was decided that, in vicw of the increasing shortage of 
gun ammunition, a bombing attack up the existing saps would be preferable to a big attack over the 
open. Two saps in the centre of the hostile line were assigned to the Worcestershire ; other saps 
further to the left were allotted to the Hampshire. The Essex and Royal Scots held the British 
front line in support of the attacking parties. 


At 9.0 a.m. on July 2nd the attack began. The attacking partics climbed out of our own 
sapheads, dashed across the open, rushed the sapheads of the enemy and made their way forward up the 
trenches. The two Turkish sapheads assigned to the 4th Worcestershire were each attacked by a party 
of about 30 men, those on the right being led by Lieut. Mould and those on the left by Lieut. James. 

At first all went well. The enemy, surprised by the unusual hour of attack, fell back along 
the trench and Lieut. James’ party were able to make their way up the saphead. Their advance 
was difficult, for the winding trench was full of dead bodies. Since June 4th fight after fight had 
raged along it and soldiers of all ranks (a) were now heaped in the trench, some half buried by fallen 
sand, others but newly killed. 

The bombers advanced up the saphead to the trench junction at its further end. There 
the enemy were in waiting, and a furious bombing fight ensued. The enemy were well provided 
with bombs (6) and in rapid succession the men of Lieut. James’ party were struck down. _ Presently 
only four were left standing—the subaltcrn, one lance-corporal and two privates. These four 
maintained an obstinate fight, hoping fur reinforcements (c). Several Turkish bombs fell into 
the trench and were thrown out or thrown back before they could burst ; but at last one bomb burst 
among them and killed the two privates. 

Lieut. James sent the corporal (d) back to bring help and faced the enemy alone. The Turks 
were organizing a counter-attack. A cluster of bayonets could be seen over the top of the trench. 
Presently came a shower of bombs and the bayonets moved forward. Before that attack the 
subaltern fell back along the winding trench, holding back the pursuit by bombing from each 
successive bend. The enemy followed. 

Halfway back along the saphead Licut. James came to a point where a heap of dead bodies 
blocked the trench. There he found one of his bombers, Private Parry, lying wounded. To protect 
him Lieut. James turned to bay. Hastily forming a low barricade of sand bags (e) on top of dead 
bodies, the subaltern organised a temporary defence. 

With two rifles and a sack of bombs, Licut. James held the trench single handed, alternately 
lying behind his barricade to fire and then rising to bomb the Turks after his rifle fire had driven them 
back behind cover. Amid a shower of bombs he held his ground until the arrival of reinforcements 
headed by Sergt.-Major Felix. A barricade was built further down the trench, and the wounded 
Private Parry was got back to safety (f). Then at last Licut. James fell back behind the new 
barricade. The Turkish attack was stopped and the fight died down. 

For his gallantry in that fight and in the preceding action Lieut. James was awarded the 
Victoria Cross; being the first of the Regiment to gain that highest reward of valour. 


While Lieut. James had been battling in the left hand sap, the other bombing party under 
Lieut. Mould in the right hand sap had been waging a similar fight, equally gallant but equally 
unsuccessful (g). Nor had the Hampshire bombers further along the line made any _ greater 
impression. By midday it was realised that the attack was futile, and gradually the fighting came 
to an end. 


(a) including even a dead General ; a Brigadier of the Lowland Division. 

(6) In Gallipoli the British forces had at that date only “ jam-tin ”’ bombs. The Turks were supplied with spherical 
bombs of archaic appearance, but of much greater effect. 

(c) A message had been sent asking for help ; but the messenger had been killed on the way back. 

(d) Lance-Corporal R. Reece. (e) At that point was a small ‘dump ’ of bombs and sand bags. 

(f) The reinforcements had been fetched by Corpl. Ik. Reece (see above). While the barricade behind was being built 
Corpl. Reece joined Lieut. James and assisted in his detence. He was awarded the D.C.M. for his gallant work. 
The exact length of time during which Lieut. James held his barricade can never be known, but during that 
time he expended nearly the whole of his sack of bombs. (g) Lieut. Mould subsequently received the M.C, 
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With the action of Gully Ravine the first phase of the operations on the Gallipoli Peninsula 
may be said to have come to anend. In nine weeks of continuous fighting the 29th Division and 
the other troops at Helles had fought their way forward to the outskirts of Krithia, in the face of an 
enemy at least equal in numbers, amply supported by artillery and strongly entrenched. The 
British battalions had made attack after attack,each time with heavy loss, and each time, unfortunately, 
with incomplete success. But the keen Regimental spirit of officers and men had spurred them on 
and-had held them to their task. 

That Regimental spirit had been fostered in time of peace, almost insensibly, by endless 
competition against other regiments in games and sport as well as in military training. Now the 
labour of years bore fruit in a pride which developed, as time went on, into a firm belief of an effi- 
ciency superior in every way to that of other units. In the very sentences with which the diarist 
of the 4th Worcestershire recorded the shortcomings of other regiments in such details as the con- 
struction and maintenance of trenches, he recorded also, as a maiter of course, the steps immediately 
taken by the Battalion to put things right. Nor was that assumption of superiority altogether 
unwarranted. From the Landing onwards the 4th Worcestershire established a reputation second 
to none in the Division. The character of the Battalion was quickly realised, and within the first 
weck of the campaign a special Brigade Order (issued on May Ist) bore witness: 

“The Brigade Commander,’’ the order ran, ‘‘ wishes to place on rccord the great gallantry 
and devotion to duty displayed by Lieut. Colonel D. E. Cayley and the officers and men of the 4th 
Battalion Worcestershire Regiment during the operations since landing was.effected on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula. The Battalion has always been well in hand and not a single straggler has been reported. 
They are a splendid example to the Brigade.” 

From that time onwards the 4th Worcestershire maintained the same spirit, and it was 
that spirit which kept them in fighting trim despite the incessant losses, the no less incessant labour, 
the ever increasing heat and the manifold discomforts of the campaign. 

Constantly they were on trial, and on trial before the sternest of critics, the other proud 
battalions which built up the Division ; and from trials passed in common and from victories dearly 
bought there arose gradually a mutual pride in their association which gave the 29th Division, 
perhaps beyond any other Division in the Army at that time, an individuality and a soul. A con- 
fidence was born that the Division could not be defeated ; and that confidence kept all keyed to the 
utmost effort, despite the apparent hopelessness of their task. 

That task had indeed been recognised by that time to be so formidable that new means wer: 
being sought to accomplish it, and a new venture had been planned. 


The Veteran 


Chapter VI. GALLIPOLI. The Second Phase. 


HE expedition to Gallipoli had been undertaken in confidence of a swift success. The difficulty 
of the task and the strength of the encmy had been underestimated. But by the middle of 
the year the long and desperate struggle on the Peninsula had undeceived the British Higher 
Command, and it was realised that large rcinforcements would be needed if the Mediterranean 
Expeditionary Force was to be enabled to win through to its goal, Constantinople. 
Accordingly five fresh Divisions were sent out as reinforcements from England to Gallipoli. 
One of these was the 13th Division, which included the 9th Battalion of the Regiment. 


The 9th Worcestershire left Blackdown on Sunday June 20th and moved by train to Avon- 
mouth. There on the same evening the transport ‘‘ Cawdor Castle’ received the Battalion, 28 
officers (2) and 970 other ranks. 

Early on the morning of June 24th the “ Cawdor Castle ’ moved out from dock and steamed 
down the Severn to the sea. Enemy submarines were not as yet considered a serious menace, 
but two destroyers escorted the troopship a lung way out into the Atlantic. 

After touching at Malta (b) and Alexandria, the ‘Cawdor Castle” reached Mudros on the evening 
of July 10th. The Battalion remained on board the transport in that crowded harbour for two 
days. Not until July 13th were further orders received. Then the companies were transhipped to 
the destroyer “ Reynard ’’ and the mine-sweeper ‘‘ Newmarket.” 

That evening the ‘‘ Reynard” and “ Newmarket,” together with other similar craft, left 
Mudros Harbour and proceeded to the Peninsula. It was dark before they reached ‘‘ V”’ Beach 
and saw the hulk of the ‘‘ River Clyde’ looming above the floating jetties. The work of disem- 
barkation was long and tvilsome in the darkness. Each contingent was ordered off as soon as it 
had assembled complete. ‘‘A”’ and “ B’”’ Companies, from the ‘‘ Reynard,” marched off across 
country, led by guides through the darkness. But before ‘“‘C”’ and ‘“‘ D” Companies, from the 
“Newmarket,” were ready the dawn was at hand. Movement across country in daylight was 
dangerous, so those two companies had to march along the coast, by a sheltered track beneath the 
cliffs. The troops were not in good condition after their voyage, they were heavily laden, and 
the long tramp over sand and shingle proved very exhausting. Not till after midday did these 
two companies rejoin the rest of the Battalion in reserve shelters among the cliffs of Gully Beach. 


In the area which the 9th Worcestershire had now entered, the situation had changed but 
little since the action of Gully Ravine. Sapping and minor operations had altered details of the 
trench line, but had not affected the general position of the opposing forces. The enemy’s trenches 
stretched, row behind row, across the gently rising slopes. leading up to Krithia. The Turkish 
defences by this time were well constructed, strongly fenced with wire, and amply supported by 
artillery. On our side steady work had rendered the British trenches more or less satisfactory 
both fur defence and for habitation. Save for the greater heat, the torment of flies, and the privations 
due to scarcity of water, the situation at the Helles area was now much like that on the British 
front in France and Flanders. The deadlock was complete. 

How to overcome that deadlock was the problem which for some time past had faced the 
British Staff. Gradually plans had been evolved and the method of the fresh attempt settled. 
As yet the plan was secret, and for the moment all we need note is that it had been decided to deliver 
the main force of the new blow not at Helles but at Anzac. Lest the enemy should suspect that 
intention, the new troops of the 13th Division had deliberately been landed in the Helles area to 
gain their first experience of war. 


At Gully Beach the new troops found themselves in close support to the war-worn 29th 
Division ; and the new battalions were attached to the “ Old Army ” battalions of that Division for 
instruction in trench work. It should not have been difficult to have attached the 9th Worcestershire 
to the 4th Battalion of the Regiment; but the opportunity did not occur, and officially the two 
Battalions did not come in contact (c). A scries of other new battalions were attached ; to the 4th 


) The officers who embarked with the Battalion were :—Lt.-Col. M. H. Nunn, Majors W. C. Crofton, E. W. Boyd 
Moss, D.S.O. and W. Barker. Captains G. W. Rolph, W. D. Gibbon, k. B. Horsfield, J. V. Godfray, (Adjt.), 
S. Munnick, E. M. Carter and W. Austin. Lieuts. R. N. Bellairs, T. Neame, G. T. Pearson, G. T. de Blaby, 
C. E. Sladden, P. MacD. Sanderson, E. H. Hiscock, C. J. Tree and J. Higgs-Walker, 2/Lieuts. R. C. 
Marshall, J. N. Lancaster, L. E. Hiscock, R. Cavanagh, C. W. Rawle, J. C. Bourne and F, G. V. Beard. Lieut. 
and Quartermaster C. H. Inwood, and Lieut. I. M. Brown, R.A.M.C. The Battalion formed part of the 39th 
Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General W. de S. Cayley, with Captain N. K, Street of the Regiment as 
his Staff Captain. Captain J. M. Graham went out with the Divisional Cyclist Company. 

(6) Where the troopships had a most inspiring send-oft trom the French battle-fleet anchuced in Valetta harbour. 

(¢) But one curious coincidence of interest to the Regiment was the meeting of Brig.-General D. E. Cayley, with his 
brother, Brig.-General W. de S. Cayley, each commanding a Brigade which included a Battalion of the Regiment. 
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Worcestershire, notably the 9th Royal Warwickshire, commanded by a Worcestershire officer, 
Lt.-Colonel C. H. Palmer of the Regiment. A fortnight later the Regiment was to be saddened 
by the news that Colonel Palmer had been killed by a sniper’s bullet (a). 


Though the 4th and 9th Worcestershire did not meet officially, the officers and men of the 
two battalions had time to see somc thing of each other before the 18th Division definitely took over 
the line. The position of the 88th Brigade had been shifted, and from July onwards the Brigade 
had held the trenches west of the Gully Ravine. The 4th Worcestershire hcld the trenches nearest 
to the sea coast until July 16th. Then the 9th Royal Warwickshire, previously attached for instruc- 
tion, definitely took over the trenches. The 4th Worcestershire marched back to Gully Beach and 
embarked next day for a period of rest in Lemnos. 

Never was there a more welcome rest. From April 25th till July 16th the battalions of the 
29th Division had been continually under shcll fire, and during most of that time they had been 
under the close rifle fire of the enemy. Very few of the original officers and men were left, and of 
these several had returned after having been wounded (b), but even the newer drafts were exhausted 
by the strain, the privations, and the exposure to alternate cold and heat in the trenches. 

Once in camp on Lemnos Island, however, all ranks quickly recovered, and after a pleasant 
rest of nearly a fortnight, with recreation and fresh food the Battalion was as fit asever. The recovery 
was helped by an entertainment given to the 4th Worcestershire by the ship’s company of H.M.S. 
“ Swiftsure,” the battleship which had covered by her fire the first landing of the Battalion. On 
July 25th, exactly three months after the landing, the ‘‘ Swiftsure,” then lying in Mudros Harbour, 
invited the survivors of the battle to a party on board. Counting the transport, Battalion Head- 
quarters and so on, nearly 2U0 of all ranks (c) remained who could accept the invitation, and these 
spent a very pleasant day on board the battleship. 


While the 4th Worcestershire were resting at Lemnos, the 9th Worcestershire had been 
recciving their baptism of fire in the trenches of the Gully Ravine. The Battalion went into the 
trenches on the night of July 14th for attachment to the 2ad Hampshire. From that battalion 
the 9th Worcestershire definitely took over the trenches on July 16th and held them for twenty-four 
hours, during which the first casualties occurred (d). Thenccforward for a fortnight the Battalion 
either held the trenches or rested in reserve. Little of importance took place, except a Turkish 
local attack further to the right against the 7th North Staffordshire on July 23rd. This caused much 
firing and some loss (e). 

By that time orders had been received that the 13th Division would be relieved and with- 
drawn. Their place in the line at Helles would be taken over once more by the 29th Division. 


The 29th Division returned to the Peninsula on July 28th. Embarking during the afternoon 
the 4th Worcestershire were transported to “ W ” Beach and landed there after dark. The original 
landing place of the Battalion was now almost unrecognisable. Piers and huts had been built and a 
breakwater constructed around a stranded streamer. The landing was easy, and the Battalion 
Dee as across country in the darkness to their former quarters on the sea shore near Gully 

each, 

Next day the two Divisions changed over. Early that morning (29:h) the 9th Worcestershire 
handed over their trenches, to the K.O.S.B. and Border Regiment of the 871k Brigade, and marched 
down to Gully Beach. Thence that evening the Battalion marched along the coast round Cape Helles 
to “V” Beach, embarked on the minesweeper “ Ermine” and were ferried over to Lemnos. 

The 13th Division had been withdrawn to Lemnos in order to take part in the decisive attack 
of the forthcoming offensive. We must now explain how that offensive was to be conducted. 


We have told already of the decision that the principal aitack should be delivered from the 
Anzac area. That decision was due mainly to the strength of the enemy's defcnces at Helles. At 
Anzac the enemy's defences were less completely organised and the more broken nature of the ground 
gave hope that those defences might more casily be circumvented. It had also become clear that the 
posscssion of the mountain of Sari Bair, on whose lower slopes the Anzac position lay, might well be 
of decisive importance. From the summit of Sari Bair the Narrows could be overlooked; and 
that summit lay within a mile of the Anzac trenches. Consequently it was decided that the mountain 
of Sari Bair should be the objective of the principal attack. 


(a) Lt.-Colonel C. H. Palmer had previously commanded the Depot of the Regiment at Norton Barracks. A splendid 
soldier, and a man of fine character, his loss was greatly regretted. 


(6) Notably Colonel Cayley and the Adjutant, Lieut. James, V.C., both of whom had been wounded and had returned 
to the Battalion. . 


(c) including only 7 officers. 

(d) 2/Lieut. J. C. Bourne killed, Lieut. C. J. Tree mortally wounded. 

(¢) 1 killed and 3 wounded in the 9th Worcestershire. The North Staffordshire lost more heavily. Though no 
heavy fighting actually took place there were several rumours and warnings that the enemy would attack. 
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There were, however, several factors which complicated the situation. Firstly, the strength 
of the enemy’s army. Although the British forces had been strongly reinforced, it was not certain 
that even so they were in such numerical superiority as to ensure the success of the decisive 
attack, if the enemy were fully prepared to mect it. Consequently it was essential to mislead the 
enemy and to divert the Turkish reserves ; and it was decided that this could best be done by 
subsidiary attacks at other points. A series of such subsidiary attacks were planned. Notably 
the 29th Division would attack towards Krithia. 


Such efforts to mislead the enemy were rendered all the more necessary by the fact that 
the strength of the attack which could be delivered from Anzac was very limited. Anzac was a 
restricted area, affording little room to accommodate many troops. Worse still, the water supply 
at Anzac was not sufficient for a large force. The available water supply barely sufficed for the 
two Divisions of the Australian and New Zealand Ariny Corps which were holding the position. 
The staff officers calculated that the accommodation and water supply at Anzac were sufficicnt 
at the outside for not much more than one additional Division. 

Consequently only one of the new Divisions could be launched from Anzac for the decisive 
attack. The remainder must needs be employed further afield. It was decided to retain two 
Divisions as a General Reserve and to start the remaining two Divisions on a secondary attack 
further north ; a fresh landing, this time at Suvla Bay. It was intended that these two Divisions 
should advance on Sari Bair from the northern flank and thus assist in the capture of the mountain. 

The fresh troops included two Divisions of Territorials (a) and three Divisions of the ‘‘ New 
Army "'(b). The Commander-in-Chief decided to retain the two Territorial Divisions as General 
Reserve, and to attack with the New Army Divisions, two in the subsidiary attack at Suvla Bay, 
and one in the decisive attack at Sati Bair. For this latter attempt Sir Ian Hamilton selected the 
13th Division, including the 9th Worcestcrshire. 

Thus the 9th Worcestershire were destined to take part in the decisive attack. The sub- 
sidiary attack of the 29th Division at Krithia was to involve the 4th Worcestershire. 


THE ACTION OF KRITHIA VINEYARD. 


The 4th Worcestershire, after reaching Gully Beach on July 28th, lay in reserve along the 
shore, labouring on various fatigues and bathing whenever work and the enemy’s shells would permit. 
Gradually the news of the furthcoming battle filtered down. The attack of the 29th Division was 
to be made by the 88th Brigade (c). The Brigade was to attack over their old battle ground between 
the Krithia Nullah and the Gully Ravine. Furiher to the right a battalion of the 42nd (East 
Lancashire) Division would attack astride the Krithia Road, their principal immcdiate objective 
being the enemy defences around Krithia Vineyard. 

The enemy’s defences on the front to be aitackcd were known to be formidable. But much 
additional artillery had been landed and by this aid it was hoped that success might be gained. Hope 
was running high on August 5th as final preparations were made for the attack. 


At 4.0 a.m. on the morning of August 6th the attacking troops left the beach and moved 
forward to the assembly trenches. The 4th Worcestershire, commanded by Major Seton, had been 
made up to full strength by fresh drafts and went into action over 80U strong. The other battalions 
of the Brigade were equally strong and all were full of fight ; “ the best Brigade of the best Division 
of the Army ” wrote their Brigadier enthusiastically. Before dawn all were under cover in the 
front trenches and ready for the battle («). 

There was plenty of time to make final preparations, for the attack was not to commence until 
the cool of the evening. So all that morning the crowded troops lay quict in their trenches under a 
grilling sun and a haze of flics, while the officers scanned as best they could the ground in front. 
A slight rise in the ground hid the enciny’s trenchcs from view, but their location was well known. 

In front of the 4th Worcestershire the enemy’s line formed a deep re-entrant, with a strong 
tedoubt in the re-entrant angle. Anothcr redoubt flanked the enemy's line further to the right. 
To the left of the Battalion’s frontage the enemy's trenches came forward to that salient position which 
the bombers had endeavoured to gain on July 2nd. That salient was now to be attacked by the 
Hampshire and Essex. On the right of the Worcestershire the Turkish salicnt at the junction 
of the two arms of the Krithia Nullah was to be attacked by the 5:h Manchester of the 42nd Division. 

Midday passed amid heat and buzzing flies. At 2.20 p.m. the British heavy artillery opened 
fire. Instantly the Turkish guns replied. The encmy was expecting attack. and a shower of shrapnel 


{a) The 53rd (Welsh) and 54th (East Anglian) Divisions without their artillery. 

(6) The 10th (Irish), 11th and 13th Divisions. 

(c) Commanded by Brig.-General D. E. Cayley, who had been appointed to that rank on July 9th. 
Before the attack careful recognaissance was made of the ground in front. In those recognaissances 
LSergt. B. Worsley did conspicuous good work ; and was awarded the D.C.M. 

(4) For the area of these operations see Map 24 facing page 87. 
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4 and high explosive shells burst all along the British trenches. The troops crouched low, and escaped 
TH heavy loss, though behind them the communication trenches were wrecked (a). 

At 3.15 p.m. the British machine-gun batteries added their stammer to the crash of the shells, 
and five minutes later the field guns joined in the chorus. For half-an-hour the storm raged. Then 
at pie pane officers’ whistles sounded ; the platoons scrambled over the parapets and advanced 
to the attack. 


The Battalion went: forward in four waves. For the first fifty yards all went well and losses 
were not heavy until the crest of the low rise in front was reached. Through the smoke and dust 
of the enemy’s shells, spectators in the British trenches saw the successive waves crest that low rise 
and disappear into the haze beyond. Through the din the watchers could hear the stammer of 
machine-guns in front. 

As the successive waves topped the rise and came in full view of the enemy they were struck 
from both flanks by a hail of machine-gun bullets. Quickening their pace the platoons rushed on 
towards their goal, but under that deadly fire the ranks withered away. The remnant dashed 
onwards, charged the trenches and in many cases leapt in. The enemy’s machine-guns raked all 
the ground, and soon none remained outside the trench but dead or disabled men. Inside the trench 
the survivors closed with the enemy and fought hand to hand until overpowered by numbers. In 
few cascs was quarter either asked or given (0). 

At one point about thirty of the Worcestershire forced their way into the trench and found 
themselves isolated in the midst of the enemy. Swiftly erecting barricades on both flanks, they 
organised a little stronghold for defence. For three hours they held their ground, fighting desperately 
against attacks from every direction. Their bombs were soon exhausted, but their musketry kept 
the surrounding enemy at bay until night came on. By that time twenty of the little party had 
fallen. The survivors numbered only twelve, commanded by Sergeant Stevens. They had expended 
nearly all their ammunition and there were no signs of hclp. The sergeant decided that they must 
retreat, and under cover of the darkness they succeeded in leaving the trench. Sixteen strong 
platoons had advanced to-the attack; only this little party returned. 


On the left of the Worcestershire the 2nd Hampshire had been annihilated in the same way. 
Still further to the left the Ist Essex had actually capturcd a portion of the enemy’s trench and had 
there held on for some time. Eventually bombing attacks forced them out of all their gains except 
one little salient corner which was retained. 

On the right the 5th Manchesters had likewise failed to gain ground. A renewed attack 
was ordered at that point by a fresh battalion, the 7th Manchester. That fresh attack was made 
at 8.15 p.m. In the absence of any news it had been assumed that the 4th Worcestershire had 
taken their objective and were holding it, and those fresh troops were instructed to gain touch with 
them. In the gathering darkness the Manchesters advanced to the Turkish trench. An officer 
went forward and called “ Are the Worcesters there?” (c) He was heavily fired on. Moving 
to the left he tried again with the same result. Realising that the attack must have failed, he with- 
drew his men. On the way back he found Sergeant Stevens’ little party in “‘ No Man’s Land” and 
brought them back. 


The ensuing night was one of great anxiety. Save for the personnel of Battalion Head- 
quarters the trenches of the 4th Worcestershire were empty; nor were the battalions on the left in any 
better case. Had the Turks attempted a counter-attack nothing could have averted disaster ; but 
the enemy made no move. All night the Headquarters personnel worked in ‘‘No Man’s Land,” bringing 
in wounded and searching for survivors. One subaltern(@) crawled forward to within thirty yards of the 
enemy’s trench and located two of thcir machine-guns ; but there was no sign that any of our men were 
still holding out in the enemy’s trench, or that anywere still alive save the helplcss wounded in the open. 

By dawn a large number of the woundcd (e) had been brought in, and with the dawn came 
relief—the Fusilier battalions of the 86th Brigade. The remnant of the 4th Worcestershire went 
back to Gully Beach, to reorganise and reckon thcir loss. It was found that the casualties numbered 
16 officers (f) and 752 N.C.O’s. and men. 

That virtual destruction of the Battalion was a stunning blow after the high hopes before the 
battle. The only consolation was that the very strength of the Turkish defence proved that from the 


(a) All telephone lines were broken. 

(6) Apparcntly about 60 of the Battalion were taken prisoners, including three officers, Captain Brett, Lieut. Stone 
and Lieut. Entwhistle. The letter officer remained a prisoner until 1918, and was invaluable in cheering his 
comrades in mislortune by his p and spirit. He was released at the Armistice, and all were saddened by 
his death at Alexandria on the home. (c) 42nd Divisional Diary. 

(d) 2/Lieut. S. W. Southwood ; who was afterwards awarded the M.C. (e) Nearly 300. 

(/) The Battalion Diary was afterwards lost, so no complete list of these casualties is available, but they included 
the following othcers : --Killed : Captam-F. baleon, Capt. H. Field, Lieut. H. E. Voyce, Lieut. W. E. G. 
Atkinson (U.C.L.1.), Wounded: Captain H. M. St. John, Lieut. W.G. J. Pearce. Lieut. A. W. H. Cook, 
Lieut. M. Gordon. Missing: Cant. H. A Brett (Laucolashire Stet), Captain E. M. W. Court, Lieuts. J. L. 
Stone, F. H. Kussell, A... Goldic and J. M. B. Entwhistle, : 
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strategic point of view the object of the attack had been obtained; the enemy had concentrated 
at Krithia to meet the attack, leaving the decisive attack further north a full chance of success. 
Such was the gist of the speech of the Divisional Commander, General de Lisle, to the survivors 
of the Brigade ; and that news cheered them despite their heavy loss. 


During the ensuing week the survivors of the 88th Brigade remained in reserve at Gully 
Beach. Each night the Adjutant (a) of the 4th Worcestershire led out search parties to find wounded ; 
and many were rescued. On that part of the battle front the attack had been abandoned ; further 
to the right fierce fighting continued with alternate attack and cuunter-attack around the Vineyard. 
The struggle there did not die down until August 13th, by which time the main battle further north 
had also come to anend. To that battle we must now turn, for there much desperate fighting had 
fallen to the lot of the 9th Worcestershire. 


The 9th Worcestershire, it will be remembered, had returned on the night of July 29th from 
Cape Helles to Mudros. At Mudros the Battalion remained for a few days. Then orders were 
received for the forthcoming operations. 

The 13th Division was to be landed at Anzac and thence was to attack Sari Bair. The success 
of the venture would depend on surprising the enemy. With that object in vicw the utmost secrecy 
was enjoined, lest the enemy should learn of the landing of the Division. 

On the evening of August 3rd the Battalion embarked, part on board a destroyer, and part 
on board the transport “ El Kahireh.” After the sun had set the two vessels moved out of the 
harbour and took station in a long procession of laden ships which moved slowly eastward into 
the night. 

The sea was dead calm. The crowded troops slept on deck in bright moonlight while the 
ships moved up the coast of the Peninsula. Soon after midnight the vessels neared the landing 
places at Anzac. Engines were stopped: the sleeping troops were wakenced. Strings of flat- 
bottomed barges were brought alongside, and quietly the disembarkation was commenced. 

The operation had been carefully thought out, and the young troops kept perfect discipline. 
In heavy marching order and with rifles slung, they climbed down swaying rope ladders into the 
barges. When these had been packed to their utmost limit, orders were given to cast off. In long 
strings the barges were towed by Naval pickct-boats across that moonlit sea towards the land. 

The dark cliffs ahead were lit at intervals by the blaze of bursting shells. Intermittent firing 
woke echoes on the mountain side. Stray bullets whined overhcad, and one big shell howled down- 
wards and plunged into the water close to the towed barges. 

In silence, save for the beat of the picket-Luats’ engines, the strings of boats drew to the shore. 
The barges were brought alongside a strange improviscd jetty. The troops rapidly disembarked. 
“‘ The whole proceeding,” recorded an officer (6), “‘ effected, as it was, with great efficiency and in a 
“ most impressive silence, broken only by occasivnal fire of guns, the audible rattle of rifle fire and 
“the necessary but subdued voices of Naval officers calling through the darkness, was an experience 
“ not easy to forget.” 

With whispered orders the platoons and companies formed up. New Zealand guides took 
charge, and led the Battalion through the darkncss across a beach piled with stores and then along 
a winding track up a rough hillside to shelters prepared for them in ‘‘ Rest Gully” (c). 


Every effort had been made to protect the dispositions for the attack from enemy observation, 
and for weeks past the Anzac troops had been constructing hidden shelters for the British Division. 
In those shelters on the hill side the British officers and men lay crowded for two days. It was 
a trying time, for orders were strict against any movement which might betray the position, and 
there was little comfort for anyone (d)._ But the discomfort, the heat and an intermittent bombard- 
ment (e) did not affect the ardour of the troops. It was known to all that they were destined to 
take part in the great attack on Sari Bair; and during those two days the final preparations for 
the attack were made. 


THE BATTLE OF SARI BAIR. 


The general plan of the offensive, as we have told, was far from simple. The details of the 
decisive attack were even more complicated. This complication was the result of the nature of the 
ground over which the attack was to be made. 


(a) Lieut. (A/Capt.) H. James, V.C. (b) C.E.S. (c) Marked on some maps as ‘‘ Canterbury Gully.” 

(d) The battalion transport had not been brought. Officers and men had only what they could carry. Water, for 
all purposes, was limited to two water bottles per man per day ; and the heat was intense. The effective 
strength of the battalion was 18 officers and 727 men. 

(e) which caused several casualties ; 2/Lt. C. W. F. Rawle of the Regiment was wounded, and the Adjutant of the 
ith North Staffordshire was killed. One pre-occupation of that period in “ Kest Gully " was a futile effort 
to manufacture bombs out of jam-tins ; for no others were available, 


95 


Arn 


Orn 


9TH 


GALLIPOLI. Angust 1018. 


The great mountain-mass of Sari Bair rises from the sea coast to a height of nearly a thousand 
feet. Seen from the sea its crest line is formed by a ridge which rises into three distinct summits. 
The principal and north-eastern peak is known to the Turks as Koja Chemen Tepe, and was marked 
on the English maps as Hill 971. At the south-western end of the crest-line ridge is a somewhat 
lower peak, Chunuk Bair. Midway between these two peaks the ridge rises in another peak, known 
to the British as “‘ Hill Q.”” 

From this crest-line the sides of the mountain run steeply downward to the sea. The mountain 
sides have been carved by natural forces into deep gullies with prominent intervening spurs. Gullies 
and spurs alike are rocky and precipitous, partially covered with low scrub. 

At the first landing in April, the Anzacs had fought their way up the south-western slopes 
of this mountain and had established a position half-way up the slope, facing up towards Chunuk 
Bair ; a position roughly semi-circular, with both flanks resting on the sea and supported by the 
guns of the Fleet. Around that position much hard fighting had taken place. Attack and counter- 
attack had left the situation virtually unchanged. Considerable forces of the enemy had been 
brought up to face the Anzacs, and direct advance up the mountain towards Chunuk Bair was 
now barred by line aftcr line of trenches, strongly defended and heavily wired. In that direction 
the deadlock was as complcte as in the Helles area; but on the sea’s edge the Turkish defences 
were less strong. There the Turkish positions were exposed to the close fire of the ships, and their 
fortifications were in consequence less elaborate and continuous than they were inland. 

Consequently it was decided that the attack from Anzac against the Sari Bair position should 
be made not directly up the mountain side but by a turning movement from the sea coast. First 
the Turkish trenches on the sea coast north of Anzac should be captured by a sudden attack ; then 
should follow the decisive attack. The force detailed for the capture of the heigit should move out 
from Anzac northwards along the coast, through the captured positions, until clear of the Turkish 
defences ; then, wheeling to the right, the attackers should climb the mountain side, seize the crest, 
and thus take the Turkish defences in rear. 

That plan really entailed three distinct operations ; first, the capture of the Turkish defences 
on the sea coast and the foot of the mountain ; second, the climbing of the mountain; third, the 
capture and consolidation of the crest-line ; and each of those operations was complicated by the 
tangled nature of the ground. 

A rough idea of this ground can be gained if the spurs and gullies of Sari Bair are likened 
to the fingers of a left hand spread out palm downwards, the fingers being the radiating spurs and 
the metacarpal prominences being represented by the peaks of the crest line (a). The finger tips 
of the little finger (Russel’s Top) and the third finger (Rhodedendron Spur and Table Top) run 
down to the coast and were already held by the Anzacs. The finger tips of the other two fingers 
(Bauchop’s Hill and Damakjelik Bair) were held by the Turks. The two hollows between the 
three central fingers represent two great gullies up the mountain side, the Chailak Dere and the 
Aghyl Dere. The Aghyl Dere itself forks, half-way up its length, into two distinct gullies, the 
northern branch leading upwards to Hill Q, while the southern branch and the Chailak Dere converge 
as they mount upwards towards Chunuk Bair. It was by way of these two big gullies that the 
bulk of the force detailed for the attack on the crest was to ascend the mountain. 


The force detailed for the operation was subdivided into (a) “ covering” troops, to capture 
the enemy's positions at the foot of the spurs, (b) assaulting columns, to lead the attack up the slopes, 
(c) supporting columns, to follow the assault by way of the gullies and to take and hold the crest 
of the mountain. 

The force was a strangely composite one. It consisted of the ‘“‘ New Zealand and Australian ’ 
Division of the Anzac Corps, the English troops of the 13th Division, an Irish Brigade from the 
10th Division, and the Gurkha battalions of the 29th Indian Brigade. These last, celebrated for 
their prowcss in hill warfare, were intended to lead the way up the mountain slopes. 

The 39th Brigade, including the 9th Worcestershire, were at first in reserve, and formed the 
“Left supporting column” intended to ascend the mountain by way of the Aghyl Dere. 

The attack of the “ covering” troops on the Turkish defences at the foot of the slopes was 
planned to start at 8.30 p.m. on August 6th. As soon as these hostile defences had been captured 
the remainder of the force was to advance. It was intended that the mountain side should be 
climbed during the night and that the crest line should be seized at dawn on August 7th. 

To divert the attention of the enemy, a subsidiary attack was made by the Australians on 
the southern flank of the Anzac position against the Turkish defences at Lone Pine. This attack 
began during the afternoon of August Gth, and the fighting at Lone Pine continued for several 
days afterwards. That story is an cpic of its own, but it has little direct relation to the operations 
of the 9th Worcestershire. 


, 


(a) This simile is borrowed, with some variations, from Mr. C. E. W. Bean's excellent history of Australia in the War, 
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The 9th Worcestershire remained in their shelters until nightfall of August 6th. At 2.0 p.m. 
that afternoon the operations against Lone Pine began with the firing of three mines. No immediate 
attack followed, but the gun fire of both sides increased in rapidity, until at 4.30 p.m. the Anzac 
artillery opened an intensive bombardment. Every gun in the Anzac area came into action, while 
from the ships at sea great shells came hurtling to burst against the mountain above. The enemy’s 
reply was swift, and throughout the evening shells burst at intervals all over the Anzac Zone. Amid 
that inferno of sound the 9th Worcestershire lay quiet in their cover, waiting for the night and for 
their part in the battle. 

Heavy fighting was still in progress when darkness fell, a darkness broken continually by 
the flash of guns and the blaze of bursting shells. The heavy gunfire obscured the rattle of musketry 
on the northern flank, where from 8.30 p.m. onwards the “ covering ”’ troops attacked and captured 
the Turkish defences along the northern shore. 


That initial operation was successfully carried out (a), and the movement of the main attacking 


force proceeded undisturbed. The battalions of the 39th Brigade assembled in Rest Gully (d), 
and moved off at 11.0 p.m. (c) in column of route over the neck east of Plugge’s Plateau, and thence 
down towards the sea shore at the mouth of Reserve Gully. Orders were that the Brigade should 
march northwards along the sea coast track to the mouth of the Aghyl Dere. Thence the Brigade 


would advance up that gully to the crest. But as the head of the column (d) reached the sea coast . 


track, the leaders found across their path a dark mass of waiting troops. They were Sikhs and 
Gurkhas of the Indian Brigade, brought to a standstill by a block in front. 


The block in front had been due to an accidental disaster of the kind so frequent in night 
operations. In front of the Indian Brigade were the 4th Australian Brigade. In the darkness the 
head of the Australian Brigade had diverged from the proper route along the coast track, and had 
followed a path which led over a shoulder of Bauchop’s Hill. There a small Turkish post had held 
up the advance. Sharp fighting ensued, and eventually the enemy were driven out; but while that 
fighting was in progress the remainder of the column had perforce to halt. The check of the 
Australians stopped the Indian Brigade, and the Indian Brigade, as we have seen, blocked the 
path of the 39th Brigade in rear. 

For two hours the Brigade remained halted, watching the searchlights of the ships and the 
flashes of their guns. Behind them the gun fire had not died down, and some shells burst near 
the waiting troops. At last, long after midnight, the Indians moved on, and it was possible for 
the British battalions to advance. 

An Indian Mountain Battery was now in front of the Brigade, its mules blundering in con- 
fusion over the rough ground. Soon there was another check and another prolonged halt. 

In this manner the hours of darkness passed. Progress up the coast track was very slow, and 
when the sky began to grow light about 4.0 a.m. the column was still on the open road, its head 
still a good mile from the Aghyl Dere. The Indian Brigade was still blocking the path. General 
Cayley made a quick reconnaissance ; then leading his troops off the main track, he marched them 
forward rapidly in the growing light along the coast past the Indian Brigade to the foothills at 
the mouth of the Aghyl Dere. 

It was now dawn. According to the plan the troops in front should by that time have secured 
the crest line ; but the difficulty of climbing the mountain in the darkness had fatally delayed the 
advance ; most of the leading troops were still far from the crest line and only half way up the 
mountain side. On the right flank, however, the New Zealanders had actually gained the crest 
of Rhododendron Spur, not far from Chunuk Bair. The advance of the remainder was being delayed 
by the fire of small parties of Turkish troops on the upper slopes. Many Turkish snipers were 
also on the lower ground, scattered in the scrub. Some of these fired at the 39th Brigade as they 
lay waiting. Patrols were sent out, and one or two of the snipers were captured. 


While the 39th Brigade lay waiting for further orders (e), the Indian Brigade went on up the 
Aghyl Dere. They vanished up out of sight among the scrub and boulders, and thereafter the 


(a) For the romantic details of these operations of the “‘ covering ” troops recourse must be made to Mr. Bean’s 
History of Australia in the War, already mentioned. 

(t) Packs were left behind and equipment was made as light as possible. Iron rations were carried in haversacks. 

(¢) The 9th Worcestershire formed up at 7.0 p.m. and suffered several casualties from shell fire before the Brigade 
advanced. 

(@) The order of march was—one company 7th Gloucestershire, Brigade Headquarters, 7th Gloucestershire, 9th Royal 
Warwickshire, 9th Worcestershire, 7th North Staffordshire, 4 72nd Field Company R.E. 

‘e) Although it was understood that the 39th Brigade was to advance up the Aghyl Dere, the initial orders had only 
been for the Brigade to march to the mouth of that gully. In reading the account which follows it should be 
understood that, in order to assist secrecy, the company officers and their men had not been enlightened as to 
the gencral idea of the operation. ‘‘ There may have been some method in the day’s apparent madness. 
but to us who were told nothing we appeared to be practising hill-climbing under fire ...."" (W.D.G.) 
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British troops could do little but watch the firing on the slopes above them. As they waited they saw, 
further north, a great concourse of ships landing troops along the sea shore some miles away, and 
realised that the other new Divisions were being landed at Suvla Bay (a). 

At 7.0 a.m. came an order to reinforce the Indians in front. The 7th Gloucestershire and 
9th Worcestershire were ordered forward. The 9th Worcestershire fell in and followed the Gloucester- 
shire battalion up the gully as far as the junction of its two branches. There another halt was made. 
General Cayley went on to confer with General Cox of the Indian Brigade. Eventually he received 
orders to reinforce the New Zealanders on Rhododendron Spur and to attack Chunuk Bair. 
Verbal instructions were received that the Brigade was to move across Little Table Top. General 
Cayley sent back orders to advance ; and the battalions struggled up the steep slope which separates 
the Aghyl Dere from the Chailak Dere, while he himself went on ahead to reconnoitre. 

After a long and arduous climb the Brigadier reached the position of the New Zealanders 
on Rhododendron Spur. That spur is a narrow ridge, bare of cover and affording little room for 
deployment. The Turks were holding the upper end of the spur in force, and the attempts of the 
New Zealanders to advance further had been stopped with heavy loss. General Cayley decided that 
an attack along the spur was not possible and that the only practicable route for an attack on Chunuk 
Bair was up the southern branch of the Aghyl Dere. He therefore sent orders countermanding 
the movement of the Brigade. 

The 9th Worcestershire and most of the rest of the Brigade received that counter-order while 
making their way over Little Table Top. They turned back on their tracks ; but the 7th Glouces- 
tershire who had already reached the valley of the Chailak Dere did not receive the order; they 
continued on their way to Rhododendron Spur and there joined the New Zealanders. 

The rocky mountain side made very difficult going for the troops in their battle equipment, 
and not until late in the evening did the 39th Brigade, now reduced to three battalions, finally 
reassemble in the Aghyl Dere near the junction of its two streams. Officers and men were tired out. 
They had been under arms for sixtcen hours and had made great exertions under a blazing sun. 
Shrapnel and long range bullets had caused several casualtics (6). The troops had eaten but 
little oe and water was scarce ; but rest was not to be expected, and at 7.0 p.m. came orders for 
attack. 

The 9th Worcestershire and 7th North Staffordshire were to advance up the northern branch 
of the Aghyl Dere and attack Hill Q. The attack was to be hcadcd by the 6th Gu 'khas, who already 
were in position at the head of that gully. At the same time a similar attack would be made against 
Chunuk Bair up the southern branch of the Aghyl Dcre by the 9th Royal Warwickshire and 7th 
South Lancashire (c). Away to the left a column of Indian troops would endeavour to co-operate 
against Hill Q. 

Hastily orders were issued, a meal was cookcd and eaten, and preparations were made. 
The equipment of the men was lightcned as much as possible even the haversacks with the iron 
tations being left behind. At 9.0 p.m. the troups fell in and the column moved off ; the 7th North 
Staffordshire leading, followed by the Mountain Battery and the 9th Worcestershire. 

It was intended that the column should be close to the crest of Hill Q. by dawn, and the 
hour of assault had been fixed at 4.15 a.m. ; but the gully was filled with boulders and scrub (@) and 
progress was very slow. Movement was hopelessly impeded by the mules of the Mountain Battery, 
with their bewildered native drivers. The hours of darkness passcd in confusion and delay. Dawn 
(August 8th) found the head of the column only half-a-mile above the stream junction. 


As daylight spread, bullcts from unscen marksmen on the mountain top struck the rocks 
all around. The companies deployed to the lcft and advanced up the gully for some little distance 
under a sharp fire which caused many casualties (e). Then the gully became narrower, its rocky 
walls afforded more protection, and bencath them the platoons closcd in. 

The winding gully suddenly narrowed to a ravine no wider than a communication trench, very 
rough, and so steep that the stream was a series of cataracts. The column closed into single file and 
struggled on upwards, the men often on hands and knees and the mules slipping and blundering. 

The ascent of that ravine took sevcral hours. At length the ravine widened out on to a 
rocky hillside, not far below the crest of Hill Q. but sheltcred from the encmy’s fire by a fold in the 


Battalion. 

(b) Casualties of the 9th Worcestershire during August 7th, included Licut. de Blaby, wounded. 

(c) Sent up from Divisional Reserve to take the place of the missing 7th Gloucestershire. 

(2) There was no path up the gully. The route had been chosen from the existing maps and from aeroplane photo- 
graphs which could not indicate the difficulties of the ground. Preliminary reconnaissance had not been 


possible. 
(e) Including the Adjutant of the 9th Worcestershire, Captain J. V. Godfray, who was severely wounded. Captain 
W. 1D. Gibbon was also wounded, but insisted on remaining at duty. 
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It was midday before the leading platoons of the 9th Worcestershire reached the upper end 
of the ravine and were able to deploy. The North Staffordshire in front had found it impossible 
to advance beyond the dead ground. They had been met by a heavy fire and their C.O. had been 
hit. After a consultation with their 2nd-in-command, Colonel Nunn decided that an immediate 
attack offered no prospect of success. Such guns as should have supported the attack had long 
ceased their fire. Until fresh artillery support could be arranged his exhausted troops could not 
hope to storm the hill. He ordered the 9th Worcestershire to deploy on the left of the North Stafford- 
shire. The Worcestershire companies came up into line, and gained touch on the lef. with some 
of she 6th Gurkhas who had preceded the column. 

The position thus taken up at the head of the ravine was held throughout the remainder of 
the day. In every direction confused fighting was in progress ; but not much headway was being 
rained. The heat was intense, and the troops suffercd severely from thirst and hunger. The 
wounded were in sad plight. Few stretchers had been brought up and it was difficult to carry 
cven these down the precipitous ravine. 

After a very trying day the 7th North Staffordshire and 9th Worcestcrshire were relieved 
by the 9th Royal Warwickshire and 7th South Lancashire ; for on the previous night those two latter 
battalions had lost their way in the darkness and had never reached their intended positions. Now 
they took over the line gaincd, and the Worcestershire and North Staffordshire drew back a little 
way into supporting positions at the head of the ravine. ‘C’’ Company of the 9th Worcestershire 
Were recalled into Brigade Reserve and stationed in the gully below the ravine. 

The failure to gain the crest line on this day was, as it proved, the decisive factor in the battle. 
By this time the enemy had realised the threat to the Sari Bair position and was bringing up reserves 
from all sides. The gallant subsidiary attacks at Helles and at Lone Pine had gained the time 
tequired for the decisive attack ; but bad luck and the difficulties inseparable from night operations 
over unknown ground had caused the time so nobly gained to be thrown away. Success had nearly 
been won, but not quite. The consequences were to prove disastrous. 

For the moment, however, it secmed as if success was still within grasp. That morning (8th) 
the 7th Gloucestershire and New Zealanders had attacked Chunuk Bair from Rhododendron Spur 
and had actually reached the crest. Panic apparently had affected the defenders of Chunuk Bair, 
for they had retired during the night (a2). The Gloucestershire and the New Zealanders had 
entrenched near the crest line, whence they could sec the Narrows—-the goal of the whole adventure. 

This news reached the 39th Brigade during the night (August 8th/9th) and orders were given for 
a fresh attack on Hill (). next morning. This attack was to be made by the 9th Royal Warwickshire 
and 7th South Lancashire. The 9th Worcestershire were to remain in support. Five fresh battalions 
under General Baldwin were to join in the attack. The guns of the Fleet would prepare the way by 
a bombardment from 4.30 a.m. onwards. The bombardment would cease at 5.15 a.m. and the 
assault on the crest line would then be delivered. 

About 4.30 a.m. the great shells from the ships guns’ came hurtling overhead and burst along 
the crest. It was noticed that the gunfire started a little late. There were several pauses in the 
bumbardment. The South Lancashire and 6th Gurkhas worked forward, and at 5.15 a.m. when 
the bombardment ceased they scrambled up the last slope to the crest line. The enemy ran back 
at their approach and for a moment they were seen silhoucttcd against the morning sky (6). Then 
disaster befell them. The timing of the bombardment had been faulty, and once again the great 
shells (c) crashed down on the crest line, killing or wounding most of the victorious troops. They 
fell back down the slope and no fresh troups were at hand to retrieve the disaster. 

The five fresh battalions under General Baldwin had, it appears, lost their way in the night 
and were far behind down the mountain side. It did not scem probable that a fresh attack could 
be arranged quickly, so orders were given for the existing position to be organised for defence. 
The shattered South Lancashire were closed to the right and the 9th Worcestershire moved up from 
the supporting position into the front line. The Battalion took over the left of the Brigade front, 
and entrenched as well as was possible on the rocky slopes. Two platoons of the 9th Worcestershire 
under Lieuts. T. Neame and R. N. Bellairs relieved some of the 6th Gurkhas in a small improvised 
‘sangar.’ This was christened “ Gurkha Redoubt,” and two machine-guns (d) were emplaced 
there. Further to the left a precipitous spur prevented direct touch with other Indian troops 
which were believed to be in that direction. 

Those positions were consolidated during the day of August 9th, while further to the left 
the five battalions of General Baldwin struggled into the fight and made brave but ineffectual efforts 


(2) Australia in the War Vol. II. p. 669. 

(6) They reached a point on the crest line midway between Chunuk Bair and the summit of Hill Q. 

(c) These shells were believed at the time to have been fired by naval guns; but they may have been fired by 
howitzers from Anzac. 

(@) of the 7th South Lancashire. ‘ Gurkha Redoubt " was perched on the edge of a sheer precipice, up which 
Captain Gibbon's platoons had to scramble, “ hanging on by our teeth, but we were rewarded by a most 
gorgeous view from the top over the whole country in every direction from Anzac to Suvla Bay.” (W.D.G.) 
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to regain the crest line. Eventually the line settled down for the night, without any change of 
osition. 

e At dawn on August 10th the enemy on the crest line above the position of the 9th Worcester- 
shire opened fire and commenced a bombing attack. Great bombs were rolled down the mountain 
side to burst in our lines. Then the enemy came over the crest of the ridge in wave after wave of 
densely packed troops, their bayonets glittering in the sun as they topped the ridge. Firing as 
rapidly as possible the 9th Worcestershire held their ground, meeting and repulsing rush after rush. 
For some three hours a desperate struggle raged. By 7.0 a.m. Colonel Nunn had been killed and 
most of the senior officers of the Battalion had also fallen (a). Captain G. W. Rolph, mortally 
wounded, continued to inspire his men to the last, firing his revolver up the slope as he lay. At last, 
when nearly all the officers and most of their men were down, the remnant of the 39th Brigade fell 
back from the exposed front line on the slope to the more sheltered position in the dead ground 
at the head of the ravine. There the 9th Worcestershire were re-organized by Captain Munnick. 

On the left flank the garrison of “‘ Gurkha Redoubt ” commanded by Captain W. D. Gibbon, 
beat off all attacks, and maintained their position until darkness fell. They inflicted heavy loss on 
the enemy with their machine-guns (6) ; and indeed the Turkish loss was enormous. The dense waves 
of their battalions as they plunged down the slope were smashed by the shells of the Fleet and raked 
from Rhododendron Spur by a New Zealand machine-gun battery (c). The Turks fell in swathes, 
and presently their attack withered away ; but they had achieved their object. They had recaptured 
the crest of Chunuk Bair and had driven the British attacking troops back from their goal. 

Meanwhile every available man had been ordered up from reserve. ‘‘C’’ Company of the 9th 
Worcestershire were the only reserve unit of the 39th Brigade, and its platoons had been dispersed 
as picquets over wells and dumps in the gully. When orders came down, those platoons made their 
way up the ravine, as also did every available man of Battalion Headquarters, led by the Quarter- 
master, Lieut. C. H. Inwood. Lieut. Inwood led his collection of cooks and orderlies most bravely 
through a fierce and accurate fire along the gully and up the ravine to the firing line, bringing bando- 
liers of ammunition and tins full of water which enabled the defence to be continued. 

In the reorganization of the defence Captain N. K. Street of the Regiment, Staff Captain 
of the 39th Brigade, was conspicuous by his bravery. He rallied stragglers of all regiments and 
led them up the hill to a level stretch known as “ The Farm,” where the fighting was desperate. 
There he continued to direct and inspire their resistance until he was killed. 


By the time that the platoons of “C’’ Company reached the upper end of the ravine the 
Turkish attacks had died down. The ground was littered with dead and wounded and the survivors 
of both sides had been driven to take cover among the scrub and boulders, whence they kept up a 
heavy fire. So matters stayed for some time. Presently an order, one of those mistaken orders 
common to every battlefield, was passed down the line that all were to retire. The scattered troops 
of the 39th Brigade left their positions and fell back to the ravine. There they were rallied. 
Lieutenant C. E. Sladden of “ C ’” Company led forward a little party, about 20 in all, and again occu- 
pied the front line. The enemy had made no attempt to follow up the retirement, and Lieutenant 
Sladden’s little party held its ground all the rest of the day, although isolated and without support. 

Away to the left, the garrison of Gurkha Redoubt still held firm (d), and to the right heavy 
firing went on all the afternoon around “‘ The Farm.” Behind Lieutenant Sladden’s party the ravine 
was crowded with men either wounded or utterly exhausted. The gully below the ravine was exposed 
to the enemy’s fire and most of the wounded who tried to get back along it were shot down (e). 

Long before sunset the battle was over. The upper slopes of Sari Bair were strewn thickly 
with dead and wounded men, Turks above, British below. Both sides had used up their last reserves 
and no more could be done. The firing died down and movement ceased, save for efforts to succour 
the wounded who lay helpless on the hillside in the evening sunlight. 


After sunset the remnants of the 9th Worcestershire were ordered back into reserve; for 
the Battalion had now but few officers and reorganisation was essential. 


(a) Majors E. W. Boyd-Moss and W. C. Crofton were killed. Major W. Barker was mortally wounded and died 
some days later. 

(b) The machine-guns in ‘‘ Gurkha Redoubt ’’ were manned (see previous page) by the 7th South Lancashire. 
Further to the right the machine-guns of the 9th Worcestershire had been ably sited by Lt. G. T. Pearson, 
and obtained wonderful targets, firing direct into dense masses of Turks, until all the guns save one were 
smashed by direct hits. 

(c) Commanded by Captain Wallingford, the Hythe expert. 

(d) Very gallant work was done by Pte. E. Melmott, who twice during the day carried back messages from 
“ Gurkha Redoubt *’ under heavy fire. He was awarded the D.C.M. 

(e) “‘ I may add that a little patch of ground at the bottom of the ravine was more packed with casualties than any 
spot I ever saw again. Below the ravine the gully was almost impassable except by active short rushes, 
Crowds of wounded were killed trying to get back along it, and scores decided not to attempt it.” (C.E.S.) 
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11sh/12th August 1915. THE ATTACK ON KABAK KUYU. 


Other troops entrenched a position at the head of the gully, and through that line Captain Orn 
Gibbon and Lieut. Sladden led back their parties, together with such of the wounded as they could 
bring in. 
In the Aghyl Dere the Battalion was reorganised during the night. Captain Gibbon assumed 
command, with Captain Munnick as adjutant. The other surviving officers were Lieut. G.T. Pearson, 
Lieut. C. E. Sladden and the Quartermaster, Lieut. C. H. Inwood. A reinforcement of about 
1lu0 men under 2/Lieut. R. T. Cavanagh arrived during the night, and eventually the strength of the 
Battalion was found to be about 360 of all ranks. Throughout August 11th the 9th Worcestershire 
remained in the Aghyl Dere as part of the Divisional Reserve (a). 


The attempt to gain the crest of the Sari Bair by direct attack was now abandoned by the 
British commanders ; but it was hoped still to win through by a turing movement from Suvla 
on the northern flank. In that area the new Divisions of the IXth Corps had been operating since 
the dawn of August 7th, but with no greater success than had attended the attack from Anzac. 

The forces at Suvla and Anzac were separated by some two miles of open country, the wide 
valley of the Asmak Dere. This low ground was bounded on the north by a ridge known as_ the 
“W.” Hills and on the south by a gentle rise known as Hill 60. Both these heights were still held 
by the Turks. From them the enemy could command the beach and could interrupt communication 
between the two forces. 

Hill 60 lay half a mile beyond the left flank of the Anzac force. This left flank now held 
Damakjelik Bair, which had been the most northerly point seized on the night of August 6th by the 
“covering ”’ force before the great attack. The defence of Damakjelik Bair had now been taken over 
by the 6th Gurkhas. 

Down the little valley between Damakjelik Bair and Hill 60 runs a stream, the Kaiajak Dere, 
with good water and a well, the Kabak Kuyu (‘‘ Cabbage Well’’). Water was more precious at Anzac 
than gold. To secure that well, as a preliminary to attack on Hill 60, it was decided to attack the 
Kabak eh The 9th Worcestershire were selected from the battalions in reserve to lead this 
attack (6). 


At 6.0 p.m. (August 12th) Captain Gibbon with 250 (c) men and his four remaining officers 
marched from the reserve position in the Aghyl Dere to Damakjelik Bair. It was intended that 
the attack should be made just before dark, and that a position covering the wells should be entrenched 
during the night. 

As night fell the Worcestershire companies moved forward into position, near the outposts 
of the 1/6th Gurkhas, deployed in two lines, lay down and fixed bayonets. The exact position 
and strength of the enemy were not known, save that the well was defended and that there were 
also machine-guns on the opposite hill side and in a building to the north of the well. 

At 7.30 p.m. the signal was given, the Worcestershire companies rose to their feet and pushed 
forward through the low scrub (d). At once a heavy fire of rifles and machine-guns blazed out 
in the dusk. Most of the front line fell. The left flank of the second line, staggered by their losses, 
came to a stop and lay down, while the right flank were held up by thick scrub in the increasing 
darkness. Captain Gibbon collected all who were still unhit and reformed them in line ; about 100 
in all. Then this brave remnant again advanced. Moving forward in silence with the bayonet 
they almost reached a Turkish trench in front of the well. The enemy opened an intense fire at 
short range, and under a hail of bombs and bullets the attack was beaten down. Captain Gibbon was 
severely wounded (e). Not until nearly all the Worcestershire party had been struck down did the 
Survivors fall back, bringing with them as many of their wounded as they could carry. All the 
five officers had been hit (f) and two-thirds of their men. 


(2) Casualties 9th Worcestershire Regiment on 10th August :—Killed, 6 officers (Lt. Col. M. H. Nunn, Major W. C. 

Crofton, Major E. W. Boyd-Moss, D.S.O., Capt. G. W. Rolph, 2/Lt. L. E. Hiscock, 2/Lt. J. N. Lancaster) 
and 34 men. Wounded, 5 officers (Major W. Barker (mortally), Capt. R. B. Horsfield, Lieut. T. Neame, 
Lieut. R. N. Bellairs, 2/Lt. R. C. Marshall) and 163 men. Missing, 54 (probably killed). 
It is not possible to give with absolute accuracy the losses of the Battalion in the five days battle, as the only 
figures available for the first three days are for the whole Brigade, but the losses of the 9th Worcestershire 
during August 7th—9th were some three officers and 180 other ranks, making a total loss of about 450. 
For gallantry during the battle Pte. J. Smith and Pte. W. G. Polain were awarded the D.C.M. 

(6) Conclusive proof, if any were needed, that the Battalion had not been demoralized by the heavy losses on August 
10th. For the purpose of this attack the Battalion came under the orders of the 29th Indian Brigade. 

(¢, This was the strength detailed by the order for the attack. 100 men were consequently left behind under the 
Quartermaster. 

(@) The attack was supported by the fire of the Battalion’s one surviving machine-gun, which took up position on 
the left flank and fired until the attacking lines vanished in the failing light. 

(e) For his gallant work throughout these operations Capt. W. D. Gibbon was awarded the M.C. 

(/) Lieut. G. T. Pearson killed, Capt. W. D. Gibbon, Capt. S. Munnick, Lieut. C. E. Sladden and 2/Lt. R. T. 
Cavanagh wounded. No exact figures exist as to the other casualties, but only about 60 men were left to report 
to Lt. Inwood next day. 
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Orn At daylight (August 13th) the survivors of the attack rejoined the “ rest ” of the Battalion, 
the 100 men who had been left behind under the Quartermaster, Lieutenant Inwood; who was 
now the only officer left. When all stragglers had been collected and some stray men from the 
heights above had come in, it was found that about two hundred of the Battalion could be mustered. 

As a temporary measure the survivors of the 9th Worcestershire were amalgamated with 
those of the 7th Gloucestershire, to form a provisional battalion. Fighting had now died down and 
for several days the troops rested under cover in the Aghyl Dere. 


The British Commander-in-Chief had not yet abandoned hope. The failure at Suvla, he 
considered, had been due to lack of energy. Consequently on August 15th General Stopford was 
removed from the command of the IXth Corps and was replaced by the commander of the 29th 
Division, General de Lisle. 

The new commander of the IXth Corps reached Suvla next day. He found the area in great 
confusion, and with characteristic energy and decision he sct to work to put things right. A new 
attack was planned against “ Scimitar Hill” and the neighbouring heights. If these could be 
captured, the Turkish positions on Sari Bair might even yet be turned. 

The British forces were almost at the end of their strength. Ammunition was running short. 
‘The new Divisions in the Suvla area were exhaustcd and the heart had been taken out of them by 
their failure ; the troops in the Anzac area had suffered even more severcly ; but there was still 
one formation which throughout had remained undaunted by loss or by lack of success; and at 
General de Lisle’s request the renewed attack at Suvla was entrusted to “ the Old Guard of Gallipoli ”’ 
(a), the z9th Division. 


4 The 29th Division had remained in trenches at Helles since the disastrous attack on August 
TH 6th. Beyond the right flank of the Division their Territorial neighbours of East Lancashire and 
of the Lowlands had kept up since that date an intermittent struggle around Krithia Vineyard ; 
but in this struggle the 29th Division had not been heavily engaged. The 88th Brigade had, as 
we have told, suffered terrible loss in the initial attack ; but the 86th and 87th Brigades were still 
more or less intact, and General de Lisle relied on the proud spirit of the Division to carry them 
through the final attack. 
Consequently orders were issued for the 29th Division to move by sea from Helles to Suvla ; 
and thus the 4th Worcestershire were enabled to bear some part in the last battle in Gallipoli. 


After the attack on August 6th the remnant of the 4th Worcestershire had remained resting 
in reserve at Gully Beach until August 14th (b). Then the little party which represented the 
Battalion was amalgamated with similar details of the Hampshire and Royal Scots to form a composite 
battalion. This composite battalion went forward that evening and took over trenches on the 
right of the Divisional Line from the 86th Brigade. In those trenches they were joined next day 
by the remaining details of the 88th Brigade. 

The Brigade remained in the forward trenches till August 19th, doing what was possible 
to assist by fire the operations on their right around the vineyard. Then came orders for the move 
to Suvla. That evening the Brigade was relieved by East Lancashire Territorials and moved 
back to Gully Beach. After several changes of plan the Brigade marched after dark on August 20th 
across country to ‘“ V’”’ Beach and there embarked on trawlers. The trawlers moved off from 
the beach and transferred their freight to a bigger ship, the ‘‘ Queen Victoria” (c) which bore the 
Worcestershire and their comrades through the darkness to Suvla Bay. 

Off the coast the transport stopped. The troops were transferred to lighters and reached 
land in the darkness ; ‘‘ ashore on a strange and barren coast,” wrote an officer (d), ‘‘ with no one to 
tell us where to go or what to do, and daylight getting near, when one was convinced we would be 
under shell fire.” It was not a cheering situation, but eventually a guide was procured and 
instructions received to march to Chocolate Hill. The Brigade (e) moved off across country and 
reached their destination just before dawn (August 2Ist). 


On arrival at Chocolate Hill, the 88th Brigade found themselves in reserve to their Division, 
the other two Brigades being already in trenchcs fuither forward on Green Hill. To the right, 
the line of the 11th Division facing ‘‘ W”’ Hill ran down to the Asmak Dere. 


(a) The term used in Sir Ian Hamilton’s despatch. 

(b) Some reinforcements joined during this period, notably Major J. F. S. Winnington who arrived on August 11th, 
Lieuts. F. E. Myddleton-Gavey and K. M. H. Solomon (Glosters), and Sergt.-Major Tooze who arrived op 
August 14th. 

(c) Forming part of a convoy of five ships. (d) D.E.C. 

(e) The fighting strength of the Brigade at this time was about 800. 
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2st August 1915. THE BATTLE OF SCIMITAR HILL. 


As soon as the position had been grasped, the 88th Brigade was ordered to entrench their 
reserve position behind Chocolate Hill. In spite of their sleepless night the troops worked with a 
will, and by midday were comparatively safe. The work was done just in time, for at about 2.0 p.m. 
the British artillery opened fire ; the battle had begun. 

The enemy’s reply to the British fire was hot and deadly. Shells struck all over the British 
positions and headquarters of the 88th Brigade, in a position of observation on top of Chocolate 
Hill, were heavily shelled. Shells struck close around the newly made trenches behind; but, thanks 
to the good work done, there was but little loss (a). 

All day the 88th Brigade remained in reserve, for the attack in front did not succeed. The 
86th and 87th Brigades went forward with great bravery in the teeth of an overwhelming fire and 
almost succeeded in gaining Scimitar Hill (6); but our artillery had not been strong enough to 
master the enemy’s fire, and the attackers suffered heavy losses. 

To help them, the Yeomanry Regiments of the 2nd Mounted Division (c) were ordered for- 
ward. The yeomen had only just landed, and advanced splendidly in extended order across the flat 
open ground between the beach and Chocolate Hill. They were fiercely shelled as they advanced, 
but the manner of that advance moved all who saw it to admiration. The Yeomanry (d) passed 
the 88th Brigade in their reserve position and pressed onwards into the fight. But even their help 
could not bring success, and at nightfall the attackers dug in where they lay. They had gained 
ground, but they had not defeated the enemy. 


There was talk that night of making another attempt. It was at first intended to put into 
the attack the poor remnants of the 88th Brigade; but eventually, thanks to the personal repre- 
sentations of Brig.-General Cayley (e), the idea was abandoned. The Brigade was ready as ever 
to attack, but it could now muster little more than a thousand bayonets. These were the only 
available reserve, ammunition had now run very short, and the troops at other parts of the line 
had been exhausted by the previous fighting. 

Reluctantly it was decided that success was not possible. No further attack was to be 
made against the Turkish positions. The great offensive had failed. 


* * * * * * * 


With the decision to abandon the attempt to break the Turkish lines, came the necessity 
of organising the position at Suvla for defence. The position was a bad one in every respect. The 
line held by the IXth Corps was on low ground commanded by heights on which the enemy were 
entrenched. 

Moreover the two Territorial Divisions on the left flank were knuwn to be exhausted. The 
possibility of a Turkish attack in that quarter was a menacc to be taken into account. It was 
decided to move the 29th Division to that dangerous part of the line. As a preliminary movement 
the reserve of the Division, the 88th Brigade, were ordered off to relieve the Territorials. 

As soon as darkness fell on August 22nd the Brigade moved off across country to their new 
position. A three mile march at night over unknown ground is not normally an easy proceeding ; 
but there was a good moonlight, the ground proved open and easy, and the direction had been 
carefully taken by the Brigade Staff. The first part of the night’s work was thus successfully 
accomplished ; but the ensuing business of taking over the line from the 54th Division was very 
difficult. The Territorials were much scattered and very weary, and the exact location of the line was 
hard to find. ‘‘ Taking over the line took us most of the night,” wrote a veteran of the original 
landing, and then added: “‘ Third night running without any sleep to speak of ; quite like old times.” 


The “line” taken over was more a line on the map than on the ground, “ as the former 
occupants, though thcy had held it for five days, had done very little more than make kind of rabbit- 
scrapings concealed by small heaps of stones, not bullet-proof or anything else.” Fortunately the 
position was in thick scrub, and in difficult ground ; fortunately also the enemy had been too busy 
further south to pay attention to that part of the battle-front. 

As day (August 23rd) dawned it was found that the encmy were some distance off ; about 
600 yards for the most part. The position which the Brigade had taken over was on the southern 
slope of that steep ridge called Keretch Tepe Sirt, which bounds the Suvla area on the northern 


(a) Total loss of the Brigade during the day was about 80, mostly in the 2nd Hampshire. Two officers of the 4th 
Worcestershire were wounded :--Captain R. C. Bomford and Lieut. K.M. H. Solomon (Glosters, attached). 

{b) Twice they reached the summit. 

(¢) That formation was calkd ‘ The 2nd Mounted Division " though at that time they were without their horses 
and organised as an Infantry Brigade. 

(¢) The Worcestershire Yeomanry formed part of this force, and passed close to the trenches of the 4th Worcestershire. 

(e) For his distinguished services throughout these operations General Cayley was subsequently awarded the C.M.G 
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side. To the left the British line ran over the crest of the ridge to the sea. On that crest British 
and Turks were both entrenched, and the Turks on the crest line could overlook the position of 
the 88th Brigade on the lower slopes. 

This made the position of the Brigade even more dangerous, and a time of great anxiety was 
passed for some days until the position was properly entrenched. Snipers from front and flank 
claimed several victims, including the Battalion Commander, Major Seton, who was hit while going 
round the line with General Cayley (a). Major J. F. S. Winnington succeeded to the command of 
the Battalion. 

By dint of much hard work, mostly done at night, the position was gradually improved. 
General de Lisle had now returned to the command of the 29th Division (6) and threw the whole 
force of his strong personality into supervising and inspecting the work of the troops. Bit by bit 
the trenches were made shell-proof. Safety had barely been achieved when there came an unexpected 
reward in the shape of a short rest at Imbros. 

On the night of August 29th the 87th Brigade came up and took over the line. The 88th 
Brigade marched back to shelter in a gully near Suvla Point. Here the 4th Worcestershire lay all 
day of August 30th and after dark embarked for Imbros. 


Meanwhile the 9th Worcestershire at Anzac had been gradually recovering from the effects 
of the battle of Sari Bair. On August 2lst, while the 29th Division attacked Scimitar Hill a 
simultaneous attack against Hill 60 was made by the troops on the northern flank of the Anzac 
position ; but that attack was no more successful than the greater effort further north. 

That fighting did not greatly affect the composite battalion which then included the survivors 
of the 9th Worcestershire. They had now returned to the 39th Brigade, which was still holding 
its former position high up on the slopes of Sari Bair. 

During the following week the companies of the composite battalion moved forwards and 
backwards in the Aghyl Dere, occupying different positions on the rocky ridges (c). Three Brigades, 
or rather the remnants of three Brigades, were now working together under the command of General 
Walter Cayley. Shifts of position were constant and frequent reliefs were necessary, for the 
exhausted troops were not capable of much hard work. 

The work of entrenchment was complicated by the fact that few tools were available. Most 
of the battalions had lost their tools when they fell back from the crest line on August 10th. The 
work of placing the precipitous gullies in a state of defence was, in consequence, slow and difficult, 
and for days the position was one of anxiety. But gradually, after much hard work under blazing 
sun and after many weary journeys up and down the gullies, the consolidation of the ground gained 
was completed and the position became tolerably secure. 


Hardly had that work been completed when orders came that the 13th Division would move 
to the Suvla area, exchanging positions with the 54th Division. 

Before that move took place the 9th Worcestershire had been reconstituted as an independent 
unit. On August 23rd Lt.-Colonel Hubert, of the Maori Contingent, arrived to take command. 
He brought with him his own Adjutant, Captain Innis. The Worcestershire were separated from 
the Gloucestershire and were again organised as a Battalion. Some reinforcements had arrived 
and the Battalion could now muster ten officers (d), and 269 men. The ten officers had been brought 
from every conceivable corps, only four of them belonging to the Regiment. At the time of 
this reorganisation the composite battalion was holding the support trenches facing up the slope. 
That line was divided between the two reconstituted battalions, the 7th Gloucestershire taking the 
left half (B.1.), and the 9th Worcestershire the right half (A.1.), including Little Table Top and 
Bauchop’s Hill. 

On the afternoon of August 25th the trenches were visited by the new Commander of the 
13th Division, General Stanley Maude (e). General Maude had taken over command on August 
23rd, when General Shaw was invalided home. He was destined to lead the Division to its greatest 
victory. 


(2) On August 23rd Lieut. J. A. Peto was killed. 
(b) General Byng took over command of the IXth Corps on August 24th. 
(c) 16th Aug. one Coy. of the composite battalion took over Trench D. 1. from the 5th Royal Irish Rifles. 
19th Aug. That Coy. was relieved by the 7th Loyals. 
20th Aug. Three Companies of the composite battalion took over Trench B. 1. from the 5th Connaught Rangers. 
2ist Aug. The other Coy. brought up. Composite battalion extended its front and took over Trench A. 1. 
(@) Besides the C.O. and Adjutant, the officers of the reconstituted battalion were :—Capt. P. Hughes (R.W. Fus.) 
Capt. Austin (9th Worc. R.), 2/Lt. T. N. Holmden (9th Worc. R.), 2/Lt. M. S. Bigwood (N. Zealand), 2/Lt. 
pruton (Lanc. Fus.), Lt. Freeman (D.C.L.I.), 2/Lt. C. J. Howell (9th Worc. R.) and Capt. and Qmr. C. H. 
nwood. 
(e) Maj.-Gen, Stanley Maude (Coldstream Guards) had previously commanded the 33rd Division, then training 
in England, and was one of the Generals specially sent out after the Suvla failure. 
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After several days of comparative quiet, heavy firing broke out again at dawn on August 27th, 
when a mixed force, mostly Australian, on the left flank endeavoured to capture Hill 60. That 
hill was well entrenched and stubbornly defended, and after forty-cight hours of hard fighting only 
the near side of it could be gained. The Turks retained the further slope. The 9th Worcestershire 
on Bauchops Hill were able to bring some long-range covering fire to bear and thercby to assist 
the attack. 

During the fight the command of the Battalion was changed. Major C. E. Foster of the 6th 
King's Own arrived and took over command, while Colonel Hubert and his Adjutant rejoined their 
New Zealand corps. Two move days the 9th Worcestershire held Bauchops Hill; then on the 
evening of September Ist the Battalion was relieved by East Anglian troops of the 54th Division 
and marched back down the Chailak Dere to reserve bivouac near that gully’s mouth. Here were 
also the 7th North Staffordshire. The remainder of the 39th Brigade had already marched north- 
ward to the Suvla area. On the next night the Worcestershire and Staffordshire battalions marched 
in their turn northwards along the sea coast. The march through the darkness was made as silently 
as possible and there were no casualties. After three hours of pludding along the sandy track the 
two battalions, at 11.0 p.m., reached thcir destination, the reserve trenches by the Salt Lake near 
Lala Baba. The remainder of the Brigade was already in position. 


The 39th Brigade remained in those reserve trenches during the next two weeks, being busily 
employed on working parties. Gradually the battalions were filled up to strength by drafts(a), 
and at the end of the furtnight the 9th Worcestershire wcre again a sizeable battalion, counting 19 
officers and 674 N.C.O’s. and men. 

The officers, as we have seen, had been assembled from many units, but the bulk of the 
N.C.0's. and men were from the Reserve Battalions of the Regiment, and very soon the name and 
spint of the Regiment welded the re-formed battalion into an efficient fighting unit. That fine soldier 
General Maude was now making his influence felt throughout his command, inspiring all ranks 
with energy and confidence. On September 18th the Battalion was strengthened by a large draft, 
including Lieut. A. M. Martin Smith, and by a senior Regular officer of the Regiment, Major W. F. O. 
Faviell. Major Faviell was at once appointed Second-in-Command. In a short time the Battalion 
was again in good condition. 

That recovery was noted at the beginning of October by a competent critic, a second Regular 
ofhcer of the Regiment who joined the Battalion. —Captain E. B. Conybeare who, after recovering 
from wouncs in France, reached Gallipoli at the end of September. At first he was ordered off to a 
battalion of another regiment. fe was appointed adjutant of that other battalion and not without 
great difficulty and much persistence did he get permission to return to his own Regiment. After 
sundry adventures on his way across the hills from Anzac to Suvla (b), Captain Conybeare reached 
the 9th Worcestershire on October 6th. Instantly he observed and recorded the impression 
given by the Battalion. ‘‘ Here,”’ he wrote, ‘I might bein the Ist Battalion again. Perfect ....order, 
organisation and system...” and added that “ the men are just about the same as those of the Ist 
Battalion’; than which he could have given them no highcr praise. 

Captain Conybeare was a great acquisition to the renascent battalion. Fearless, sturdy 
and capable, he was a fine type of Regimental officer and one of the most popular leaders in the 
Regiment. On arrival he was appointed Adjutant ; and it was largely due to his work and example 
that the Battalion maintained its high standard during the trying time which followed. 


At Imbros the 4th Worcestershire passed a pleasant weck in camp, resting as much as 
possible. Leisure, good food, and the absence of shells enabled all ranks to recover to some extent 
from the strain of the fighting. Reinforcements also came in, including eleven new subalterns from 
the Reserve Battalions (c) at Plymouth. 

Embarking again on the evening of September 8th, the 4th Worcestershire were carried over 
to Suvla, landed in the darkness and marched two miles in the teeth of a biting wind to a sheltered 
Position in a gully near the front line, where all ranks lay down to rest under waterproof sheets. 


(a) Drafts for 9th Worcestershire—6th September 3 officers and 255 men. 8th September 3 officers and 208 
men. 12th September 194 men. These are the Brigade figures; the Battalion diary gives rather different 

gures. 

{b) Including being arrested as a spy by a nervous sentry of a Yeomanry regiment. 

() A draft of six young subalterns from the 5th Battalion (2 Lieuts. A. L. Wills, L. A. W. Knight, M. Hurford-Jones, 
H. Croom- Johnson, M. H. Meredith and J. M. P. Baird) had an eventful time in joining the Battalion. They 
arrived at Suvla on September Sth, only to find that the Battalion had gone to Imbros. They were taken 
off again in a rowing boat, which was cumpelled by rough seas to shelter under the lee of H.M.S. " Swiftsure.” 
There they had to remain while that battleship bombarded the Turkish positions ; after which ear-splitting 
experience they were transferred to a destroyer which eventually landed them at Imbros. 
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Next night the 88th Brigade relieved the 86th Brigade in trenches on the right of those previously 
held. The 4th Worcestershire relieved the lst Lancashire Fusiliers, and settled in to a long period 
in the trenches. 


Ten days later the 9th Worcestershire also came up into the front line. The 13th Division, 
hitherto in reserve trenches by the Salt Lake, were now to relieve the 53rd Division in the centre of 
the Corps front. On September 19th the relief began. Marching forward across the dry bed of 
the Salt Lake the 9th Worcestershire took over the trenches round Sulajik Farm. 

The new position of the 9th Worcestershire was little more than a mile south of that then 
held by the 4th Battalion. Both formed part of the main line of defence which ran across the low 
ground facing the Anafarta Hills. The ground was rough but fairly open, dotted with trees and 
scrub which afforded good cover for snipers and patrols. The enemy, however, was anything but 
active, and there were few encounters between the lines. Shell fire, however, was regularly kept 
up, and the Turkish snipers were a constant danger. 

The enemy’s snipers indeed caused most of the loss. Incessant work was necessary to 
make the long line of trenches reasonably safe and the officers (a) supervising the work were always 
under fire. Perfect weather and a bright moon at night made easy the task of the Turkish 
sharpshooters. 

The 4th Battalion lost several officers in rapid succession, and as usual those thus lost were 
among the best. On September 15th Lieutenant A. L. Wills was hit, on the 23rd. 2/Lieutenant 
J. M. P. Baird was severely wounded, and on the 27th the Adjutant, Lieutenant H. James, V.C., was 
put out of action by a wound in the foot (6). On the following night Captain F. E. Myddleton-Gavey 
was shot dead. 

The loss of Captain Myddleton-Gavey was a heavy blow. He was a most brave and com- 
petent officer, and had just taken over command of the Battalion from Major Winnington, whose 
health had broken down. On hearing the news Major Winnington, although still physically unfit, 
insisted on returning to duty, and carried on bravely until ordered back to hospital on the first 
day of October. This was the last that the Regiment was to see of that gallant officer, who was 
destined to fall later at the head of a battalion of another regiment in Palestine. 

The command of the 4th Battalion then devolved on a subaltern, Lieut. H. Amold. The 
other surviving officers were all 2nd Lieutenants, who soon numbered some twenty in all (c)—a situa- 
tion probably unique in the annals of the Regiment. Regimental-Sergeant-Major C. Felix was a 
tower of strength to the Battalion during that period, giving every aid to the inexperienced young 
officers. 

On the night of October 17th an incident occurred which proved that those young officers 
had little to learn in the way of courage and devotion. The usual work was proceeding along the 
trench line, and to protect the workers a small covering party had been sent forward. A burst 
of fire from the front indicated that this party had been ambushed. A subaltern, 2/Lieut. G. W. 
Mellor, went out to the spot and found that the N.C.O. and two men of the party had been hit. 
He himself was wounded but managed to crawl back to the trench, as also did the rest of the covering 
party. On hearing of the wounded men out in front, another newly-joined subaltern, 2/Lieut. D. 
A. W. Greenway, went out with two of his men to bring them in. The wounded men were lying 
on the far side of our wire entanglements, which there formed three separate belts. The enemy were 
keeping up asharp fire. Stopping his men on the near side of the entanglements 2/Lieut. Greenway 
crawled alone under the three belts of wire, reached the wounded men and dragged them back one at 
atime. He brought two into safety and was just about to reach the third man when he was shot 
dead. Dawn was then breaking and nothing more could be done. Next night, after a day of heavy 
shell fire, the body of the brave subaltern was recovered. He had been with the Battalion exactly 
a week, 


A mile to the southward, the 9th Battalion was passing a very similar time. The energy 
of Major Faviell and the restless enterprise of the young Adjutant, Captain Conybeare, were 
responsible for many minor adventures. On the night of September 26th a working party under 


(a) During this period several officers joined or rejoined the 9th Worcestershire, notably Capts. A. N. C. Kittermaster, 
P. Mac D. Sanderson and E. H. Hiscock, Lieut. C. E. Sladden and 2/Tieuts. C. J. Howell, R. C. Marshall, 
C. W. F. Rawle and E. K. Myles. 

(b) 2/Lieut. B. G. T. Hawkes took over the Adjutancy during the next fortnight. 

(c) More 2/Lieuts. joined in large numbers during October, as follows :—Oct. 4th J. E. Overbury. Oct. 7th G. P. 
Brettell, L. A. Bruton, D. A. W. Greenway, C. S. Jagger, J. Powell, E. P. Thornton and G. W. Mellor. October 
9th G. W. Field, L. L. Goold and K. Greenaway. On Oct. 10th 2/Lt. L. A. W. Knight took over the duties 
of Quartermaster and 2/Lt. M. H. Meredith was appointed A/Adjt. 

It was later reckoned that, up till October, the 4th Worcestershire had received 1065 officers. 
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(1) MAJOR (afterwards Lieut. Colonel) J. F. S. WINNINGTON, (2) Periscope over the forward parapet. 
comdg. 4th Battalion August—September 1915. (3) 
(4) GENERAL CAYLEY supervising disembarkation at Alexandria, 
14th January 1916. 
(6) 2/LIEUT. S. M. BRUCE, 4th Worc. Regt., (afterwards Prime Minister of Australia) in the(trenches. 
(Photo presented to the Regiment by Lieut. General Sir Aylmer Hunter-Weston, K.C.B., D.S.O.) 
(7) LIEUT. COLONEL M. H. NUNN, cmdg. 9th Battalion, killed in action 10th August, 1915. 


Transport of the 4th Battalion in Gully Ravine. 
() View from Sulajik looking southwards to Sari Bair. 
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Lieut. A. M. Martin-Smith was attacked by a strong force of the enemy (a). After a sharp fight 
with rifle grenades and much firing, the Worcestershire party fell back to their trenches. The 
pursuing enemy were beaten back by rapid fire. Three nights later Major Faviell led out a party 
into ‘‘ No Man’s Land” to cover the erection of new wire entanglements, was attacked by some 
two hundred of the enemy and dispersed them by a salvo of rifle-grenades. 

Later Captain Conybeare carried out several successful bombing raids, with cleve: arrange- 
ments of flares and fireworks to startle the enemy. 

Those minor enterprises were very much to the liking of the new Divisional Commander. 
“ Am busy trying to stimulate offensive spirit in the troops,” wrote General Maude in October, ‘‘ but 
it is uphill work in this sedentary warfare. Still one can do something in the way of patrolling, 
and the 39th Infantry Brigade have started well, two officers having already distinguished them- 
selves.” He was not alone in his recognition of the fine fighting spirit in General Cayley’s command. 


Despite all encouragement it was difficult to prevent a spirit of depression. The obvious 
failure after such bitter sacrifice had led to a suspicion of general mismanagement, which was 
deepened in the eyes of the troops by accidents inevitable in sea-borne communications. Hostile 
submarines interfered with the naval arrangements and prevented, sometimes for days, the arrival 
of mails and fresh food. Letters and eatables were by now the main interests of the troops in the 
front line ; and nearly all troops at Suvla were in the forward defences. The line was too long and 
too precarious for any large force to be held back in reserve ; and such reserves as were kept near 
the beaches were no better off than the troops in the front line, either as regards comfort or danger 
from shells (b). Such interruptions of communication were, in consequence, matters of extreme 
annoyance ; and Regimental officers and men cursed the Navy and the Staff with fine impartiality. 

The gloom deepened when it became known that the Commandcr-in-Chief, Sir Ian Hamilton, 
had been recalled: Sir Ian visited the trenches of the 4th Battalion on October 5th. A fortnight 
later he was recalled and his Farewell Order was issued to the troops. 

“Sir Ian Hamilton,” the order ran, ‘‘ thanks all ranks, from Generals to private soldiers, 
for the wonderful way they have seconded his efforts to lead them to decisive victory...” and the 
General expressed “ his admiration at the noble response which they have invariably given to the 
calls he has made upon them. No risk has been too desperate ; no sacrifice too great.” 

Sir Ian concluded by expressing his confidence in ultimate victory ; but to the troops the recall 
of the Commander-in-Chief and the absence of fresh reinforcements were anything but reassuring. 


Thus things went on into November. Slowly the weather changed from a pleasant Autumn 
into a stormy Winter. On the whole there was little activity by either side and relatively little 
loss from shot and shell; but, as the weather changed, sickness became rife in the trenches. The 
sickness was aided by the general weariness. The monotony of the trenches was greater in Gallipoli 
than on the Western front. The troops on the Peninsula were cut off altogether from civilization. 
For them there were no comfortable billets behind the line, no unbroken country to rest the eye. 
Very often, as we have noted, a breakdown in the shipping arrangements would deprive them of 
fresh food for days. Water too was scarce. So it was that sickness, once started, spread swiftly, 
and soon all battalions were seriously below strength. 

The personnel of battalions changed constantly ; officers and men arrived and fell sick in 
quick succession. On October 26th Captain Kerans returned to the 4th Battalion and took over 
the command (c). The 9th Battalion was at that date still commanded by Lt.-Colonel C. E. Foster 
of the King’s Own (d), but on November 7th Colonel Foster's health broke down and he was evacuated. 
His place was taken by Major W. F. O. Faviell of the Regiment, who in due course was appointed 
Acting-Lieut.-Colonel. 


Steadily the weather grew worse, until on the evening of November 26th came sudden disaster. 
The day had been hot and close. At sunset great clouds banked up and suddenly burst in a terrific 
thunderstorm. The rain fell in sheets. The trenches rapidly filled. Then suddenly the parapets 
gave way and a great mass of water which had accumulated outside—for the parapets, facing up the 
slope, had acted as a dam—burst into the trenches, sweeping away rifles, kits and ammunition, 
and pouring in a flood down the communication trenches. Into every dugout the water poured, 
and in some cases the occupants were drowned. The troops in the trenches were up to their waists 
or their necks in rushing chilly water beneath the blinding storm. 


(a) Officially estimated as 100 or 150. 

(4) They enjoyed however the comparative luxury of bathing in the sea, often under shellfire. At that period the 
flies were even more troublesome than before. ‘‘ One knocks the skin off ones hands badly out here in the 
“trenches and then the flies swarm on the place and make it rotten. So consequently everyone goes about 
“with bandaged hands to keep the flies off." (W.F.O.F.). 

{c) Lieut. H. Arnold then became Adjutant, relieving 2/Lieut. M. H. Meredith. 2/Lieut Meredith, a very gallant 
young officer, was killed on November 10th by a sniper’s bullet. 

{d) But from Oct. 12th to 19th Major E. J. F. Vaughan of the Devons commanded, in the absence of Colonel Foster. 
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When the storm passed (a) the troops were in pitiable plight. Everyone was soaked through. 
Nearly all kit had been lost ; few had anything besides the soaked clothes they were wearing. It 
is at such times that the mettle of men is most severely tested. 

The 9th Worcestershire rose splendidly to the need of the moment. ‘‘ By dint of furious 
digging,” wrote the Adjutant, “‘ as soon as the deluge stopped we got almost all the water out of our 
trenches in a very few hours.” And again “ thanks to a very fine example set by the company and 
platoon commanders, by daylight our fire-trenches, reserve trenches and most of the support 
trenches, had been entirely cleared of water by the digging of channels. The parapets of fire and 
support trenches were all built up again, and every single rifle and box of ammunition had been 
salved.” 

Afterwards (b) Captain Conybeare added—“ The Divisional General came round (c) and 
warmly complimented us on the way in which we’d readjusted everything at once. Immediately 
the deluge had stopped, you see, we got to work at once, rescued all our rifles, ammunition, equipment, 
etc., built up the wrecked parapets again and cleared the water out by digging big deep channels. 
The work was colossal, but still, we're The Worcestershire and not just any ordinary regiment. 
The Divisional General said we’d done better in this business than any other regiment in the 
Division... Anyhow by dawn we were all inside our trenches again.” 

Further to the left, General D. E. Cayley played a similar part and cheered the 88th Brigade 
by wading all round the front-line trenches—a visit which put new heart into his old Battalion. 


Had the weather then improved all might yet have been well. But next day the rain came 
on again and prevented anything from being dried. The dugouts were all flooded, not a fire could 
be lighted and there was no escape from the misery. The enemy was in as bad a plight, and little 
groups of men could be seen everywhere scattered over the open. Both sides were too wretched for 
much in the way of hostilities; on the left of the line there was some desultory firing, and 2nd 
Lieutenant K. Greenaway of the 4th Worcestershire was killed ; but further to the right the 9th 
Worcestershire opened an effective fire ‘‘ laying out Turks by twos and threes all day for the next 
three days... . Quite a number of Turks came over and surrendered and they all painted 
most miserable pictures as to how badly their comrades had been hit by this rotten weather ’’(d). 


The worst trial was yet to come. On the night of November 27/28th a sharp frost set in. 
The rain turned into a blizzard of snow and bitter wind. The cold and the driving sleet completely 
crumpled up the poor soaked troops. The 4th Worcestershire were in the worst and lowest pazt 
of the line and their sufferings were terrible. Several more men were drowned or died of exposure, 
and frostbite affected nearly all who survived (e). Even Sergeant-Major Felix and the devoted 
Medical Officer, Lieut. Bayley R.A.M.C., collapsed from exposure. The strength of the 4th Battalion 
sank in five days from 700 to 300. But aremnant managed to brave it out. They even took over 
some additional trenches to assist the depleted battalions on their flanks, and were cheered by a 
message from the Brigadier ‘“‘ Well done Worcesters. Thank you very much.” 


(a) 4 inches of rain fell in 1} hours. 39th Brigade Headquarters were completely flooded out, and had to take 
refuge in the Headquarters of the 9th Worcestershire. Next morning the roof of the Brigade Headquarters 
dugout was several fect below water. (6) In a private letter dated the same day. 

(c) “ Went up to the 39th Brigade with Hildyard,’’ Maude wrote in his diary on the 28th, “ nearly blown away 
getting there and could hardly make way against head wind... All very cheery in spite of desperate condition 
of trenches, waist high in mud and water in some places. Sent up extra fucl and rum on pack animals. Also 
sent troops a congratulatory message on their splendid conduct.” (Life of Sir Stanley Maude). 

(d) Letter of Capt. Conybeare written on Dec. 3rd. ‘‘ Our snipers had the time of their lives. Turks out in front 
of their frozen trenches like bolted rabbits. We must have bagged a lot.’’ (W.F.O.F.). 

(e) Extracts from the diary of a Subaltern (H.C.-J.) 

Nov. 27th. Weather conditions simply appalling. Bitterly cold. A keen fierce wind. 

Nov. 28th. Iam given charge of a hundred men considered unfit for front line work ...... My orders are.. 
to take this party back to some support trench in rear... . The water is so deep that.. 
finally we have to get out of the trenches and walk along the top. 
are found frozen to death. They have tried to get warmth o: 
the support trench, which is worse than the front line and................... 

It freezes hard. Later snow and frost. 

Nov. 29th. Rheumatism and sore feet. I hobble along and.......... attend to sick and dying... 

of hot tea and rum. 

Nov. 30th. All my N.C.O’s. have left, really ill. Thirty of my hundred men are left. The rest are either carried 
back or dead...............cut up rations and issue them myself............C. S. M. Allsopp discovers sentry 
at his post frozen to death. Five men huddled together in the blockhouse frozen dead. No firing 
Rifles won't work. 

Dec. Ist. _I receive orders to return to the front line with my party...... 
get 10 men back to the line... 


boil up quantities 
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All along the line the distress was tcrrible. But the 9th Worcestershire kept their heart up, 
helped by their indefatigable officers. The Colonel ‘“ worked for nearly 48 hours without ....any 
sleep,” and the Adjutant, “ went all through the lines giving hot tea and Bovril to the fellows 
who were frozen in and never rested once in four days rushing about doing everybody’s work ”’ (a). 
The Battalion Diary records that ‘‘ the enemy seem quite demoralised and a large number of them 
were killed to-day (November 28th) whilst walking about in the open. The spirit of our men is 
splendid.’ The Diary adds, ‘“‘ The devotion to duty of the Regimental Medical Officer, Lieutenant 
C. T. Galbraith, is certainly worthy of special mention. He is the only M.O. in the Brigade who 
has not gone sick, and in addition to attending to our own enormously increased sick parades he is 
attending to the sick and wounded of every regiment in this Brigade.’’ Next day the record reads : 
“a heavy frost again set in. Men still continue to break up with trench feet. In spite of that, 
however, they are exemplary in their cheerfulness and willingness to work.” 

In spite of all they haa gone tarough the men of the 9th Worcestershire ‘‘ stuck it out” 
with a fortitude beyond all praise. All were suffering severely, but only those who were absolutely 
incapacitated ‘ went sick” (6). When at last, on November 3vth, the bad weather definitely ended 
and the sun shone once more, it became possible for the troops to dry themselves and for a 
reckoning to be made of the loss caused by the storm. Of the 9th Worcestershire 2 officers and 
80 men had been sent back (c). The Battalion next to them in the line had lost no less than 10 officers 
and 500 men, and the average of losscs in the Division was almost as heavy. The 9th Worcestershire 
had good reason for pride in the way they had won through. 

That bitter trial was almost the last act of the drama of Suvla. It had been decided to 
withdraw the force. During the next few days rumours of evacuation ran along the trench line. 
Then came definite orders. 


THE EVACUATION OF SUVLA. 


The task of evacuation was almost staggcring in its magnitude. The withdrawal of the 
IXth Corps, totalling some 60,000 men, with guns, ammunition and stores, from positions on a 
plain overlooked on all sides by heights held by the enemy, constituted a military problem which 
appeared well-nigh impossible of favourable solution. The re-embarkation of that mass of troops 
and guns under the enemy’s fire seemed to court disaster. However the problem had to be faced 
and the naval and military staffs set to work on the necessary plans. 


Early in December the evacuation began. The troops in the front line passed an anxious 
time, being told more than once that the whole operation had been cancelled. They held their 
ground, keeping up a normal rate of fire (d), while night after night behind them stores, heavy guns, 
and base details, were quietly shipped away. Then came the turn of the fighting troops. 

Each Division made its own arrangements within the limits of the general scheme. The 
29th Divisional Commander selected the 88th Brigade to hold the trenches till the last while the 
remainder of the Division were embarkcd. In the 13th Division, General Maude selected certain 
battalions from all three of his Brigades to remain while the others left. One of the selected 
battalions in the 39th Brigade was the 9th Worcestershire. Thus both the 4th and the 9th Battalions 
of the Regiment had the honour of being among the last to withdraw. 

Night after night, shiploads of troops left the beach and greater responsibility fell on those 
left behind. On the evening of December 14th the 88th Brigade took over the whole front of the 
29th Division and were left to hold 3,000 yards of the First Line trenches with 1,500 men and nearly 
as much of the Second Line with only 600 men. A similar reduction was made all along the line. 
Behind the thin firing line, more and more troops were smuggled away until behind the defending 
troops were only a few detachments holding positions covering the beaches. Everything movable 
was evacuated (e) and bully beef and biscuits were the only food left to the defence. 


(a) Letter from a private soldier. 

() The storm naturally interrupted all sea communications. The hospital ships could not come near the land, 
and General Cayley recorded (Nov. 29th) ...“‘ It doesn’t do a man much good to go to hospital, as they can’t 
be got off to the hospital ships and there's only accommodation for a limited number on shore. Barring, 
I suppose, that they get a certain amount of attention..........they are not much better off than if they were with 
their Kegiments.”’ 

() “'...not because they were merely wet (as everyone, myself included, was) but because they'd got frost bite.”’ 
(Letter from Capt. Conybeare, 3.12.15). Strange to say, it was noted afterwards that the storm, disastrous 
though it was, had two unexpected good effects: it killed nearly all the flies, and it ended the epidemic of 
dysentery. 

(@ A rate of fire so very normal and regular, as far as the artillery were concerned, that an acute German Staff 
Officer with the Turks suspected that evacuation was in progress, and said so to his Turkish Commander ; 
who pooh-poohed the idea. 

{e) All kits were sent back, and even Generals were left with only a blanket apiece. 
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Anxiety increased on December 15th, when the weather, hitherto fine, became stormy. 
For two days the wind blew; then it subsided, and the night of December 18th was very calm. 

That night the troops from the second line of defence were sent back and the front line thinned 
to take their place. Half of each Battalion of the 88th Brigade were got away. A similar proceeding 
was adopted by the 39th Brigade away to the right. 

The day of December 18th passed quietly. The enemy showed no sign that they realised what 
was happening ; indeed the Turkish wire was observed to have been strengthened during the night, 
and at dawn a ragged Turkish deserter stumbled into the trenches of the 88th Brigade. There was 
no interpreter to inferrogate him, but it was clear that he, at any rate, could not have known. 


The quiet sunny day of December 19th was one of intense anxiety. From the front line 
trenches the scattered sentries banged away as usual, moving up and down along the line to simulate 
Lid a From near the beaches the few guns still left(a) kept up an intermittent fire through- 
out the day. 

Gradually the day wore on. The Turks showed no sign of activity. Evening closed in and 
shaded into darkness. Everything was very still. 

At 5.45 p.m. the troops from the second line filed back along the communication trenches 
to the beach. Then at prearranged intervals the troops moved back in small bodies from the front 
to the shore. Elaborate arrangements had been made for the withdrawal. Each body of troops 
had been assigned a definite role and a definite hour of start. 

In each Brigade a rear guard of picked men had been left to hold the front line till the last. 
In the 88th Brigade the rear party of the 4th Worcestershire consisted of forty N.C.O’s. and men under 
Captain A. W. Brocks. The rearguard of the 39th Brigade, two hundred picked men drawn from all 
four battalions with five machine-guns, was under the command of Captain Conybeare (6). These 
rearguards extended along the trenches and intermittently continued to fire. They showed lights 
also and sang songs. Their task was aided by a brilliant moon light which made the enemy chary 
of sending out patrols. 

While the rearguards maintained the line, the rest of the troops filed back into safety. After 
seeing his men of the 88th Brigade well started General Cayley proceeded to the beach to watch the 
embarkation. The night was calm and the sea as smooth as a mill pond. In the darkness could 
dimly be made out the forms of battleships lying off the coast ready to open fire. Every few minutes 
parties of troops came marching down to the beach, took their places in the waiting lighters, and were 
towed out into the darkness. As the Brigadier waited, a larger party than the average arrived, 
the Headquarters of the 39th Brigade headed by his brother, General Walter Cayley ; and the two 
brother Brigadiers spent the ensuing hours together on the beach. 


Orders for the rearguards 
were to withdraw at 1.30 a.m. 
Punctually at that hour firing 
ceased, and the troops filed back 
along the deserted trenches. The 
trenches at Sulajik Farm were 
rather further inland than any 
other part of the line, so that 
Captain Conybeare’s party, though 
starting at the same hour, reached 
the beach a few minutes after the 
corresponding party of the 4th 
Battalion. The last thing they 
noted before they withdrew (c) 
was a sound of hammering in 
front where the enemy were 
strengthening their wire de- 
fences. 


Contemporary Sketch of Captain Conybeare bringing up the 
vear of the last party. 


(a) Eight 18 pounders and two 5” howitzers. 
(b) The 9th Worcestershire Rear Party of 50 men was under Licut. T. N. Holmden and 2/Lt. H. L. F. Austin, 


(c) On the way down, one man of the 9th Battalion was slightly wounded by a stray bullet ; but otherwise neither 
party suffered any loss. 
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After making certain that all the rearguards had returned in safety General Cayley and his 
brother stepped into the same lighter about 3.30 a.m., being the last to leave of their respective 
Brigades. 

Covering positions near the beach had been held by detachments of the 11th Division. 
Those last troops now withdrew and embarked, while naval parties became busy around some great 
piles erected on the beach—piles of the stores which could not be removed. These were soaked with 
petroleum and made ready for destruction. 

The whole of the 4th Worcestershire were taken to H.M.S. “ Magnificent,” on board which 
ship they found Colonel Faviell with the headquarters and two companies of the 9th Worcestershire. 
The other two companies of the 9th Worcestershire were taken to the transport “ Huntsgreen.” 
Officers and men were exhausted by the strain, and many at once lay down and fell asleep ; but 
many remained awake, gazing through the darkness at the shore they had left. 

At 4.0 a.m. a flicker of fire was seen on the beach, which grew rapidly into a blaze of leaping 
flames. The great heap of stores had been fired. In the glare of that huge bonfire the last beach 
parties could be seen boarding the lighters. Presently to right and left other similar fires were 
kindled along the beach. The waiting ships weighed anchor and moved off into the darkness, and 
the flare of the burning dumps dwindled away. 


The weary troops slept like logs. At dawn they were off Imbros and during the morning 
the 4th and 9th Worcestershire disembarked (a). Units were very intermixed. All were tired out 
and slept heavily till midday. Then the troops were roused and sorted out. Battalions reformed 
and took up allotted positions. 

After the strain of the preceding week the relief was wonderful; and when the exhaustion 
had passed off all ranks could be truly proud of their achievement. The withdrawal had been 
accomplished without the loss of a single man, horse or gun. It had been a triumph of staff work 
and of general efficiency. 


The marvel of the good weather which had attended the embarkation was thrown into relief 
that night by a furious rainstorm which drenched the troops as they lay in the open. “ ...it poured 
in solid sheets—we had no cover of any sort and all got soaked. However the men all sung and 
laughed.’” Next day was sunny and the men took off their clothes and dried them in the sun. 
Later, the troops were placed under shelter in the field hospital. There was not enough accom- 
modation and all were terribly crowded (5), but any cover was better than none. 

That evening (December 22nd) (c) Headquarters and two companies of the 4th Worcestershire 
embarked once more on board the “ Redbreast ” (an ex-Cross Channel Steamer) and were taken 
once more towards the sound of the guns—-this time at Helles. The Battalion landed about midnight 
and marched into reserve trenches south of Pink Farm. As might have been expected most of 
the baggage had gone astray in the course of the two moves and the Battalion was in consequence 
very uncomfortable. 

The “‘ Redbreast ”’ saw a good deal of the Regiment just then, for on the following evening 
(December 23rd) the same little ship carried the 9th Worcestershire from Imbros to Mudros. There 
the 13th Division collected for a short rest. 

The two remaining companies of the 4th Worcestershire remained at Imbros till December 
26th when they moved to Helles and rejoined the Battalion. 


Christmas Day of 1915 was fine and sunny. For the 4th Battalion, back again under shell 
fire at Helles, it was not too cheerful a festival, though officers and men did their best, and a certain 
amount of fresh food, cigarettes, and a rum ration were obtained by the forethought of the Brigadier. 
The 9th Battalion at Mudros were better placed, and a sort of Christmas Dinner was evolved. 


THE EVACUATION OF HELLES. 


Christmas Day was hardly past when rumours ran round that Helles also was to be evacuated. 
The news came first to the 9th Battalion at Mudros, coupled with orders to prepare to move to 
Helles to assist in the evacuation. On the evening of December 27th the Battalion embarked at 
Mudros on board the S.S. ‘ Ermine and were carried over to Helles. Disembarking from the 
“Ermine” into the great hulk of the “ River Clyde,” now forming part of a pier, the Battalion marched 
through a violent thunderstorm in wind and rain to reserve positions in the Eski lines, just where those 
lines ran across the Gully Ravine. 


(a) In a letter dated Dec. 22nd Captain Conybeare records that the 9th Battalion were then “‘ quite close to our 
4th Battalion. They and we were the only two battalions out of the two Divisions that were landed here 
who marched up from the quay in fours. ‘The others just sloped along anyhow.” 

(6) 25 men to a tent. 

(c) Battalion Diary says 23rd, but Brigade says 22nd and this seems to be correct. 
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That thunderstorm had also soaked the 4th Battalion in the Reserve Lines further to the 
right, and next day there was much drying to be done by both Battalions. Then the work of 
relieving the troops in the trenches was begun. The 9th Battalion moved first. On the evening 
of December 28th the Battalion filed forward along the communication trenches near the sea 
coast and relieved Manchester Territorials (a) in the trenches immediately west of Gully Ravine (b)— 
the same trenches that the Battalion had held in July. 

The trenches were not in very good condition, but the Battalion sct to work at once to put 
things right. Anumber of trench-mortars (c), placed in position but never used by the Territorials, 
were hauled forward to the lines and brought into action by the Battalion Bombing Officer,Lieutenant 
E. K. Myles; rapid bursts of musketry were opened whenever a target offered ; and every effort 
was made to teach the enemy respect for the new troops. 


On the last day of the year the 4th Worcestershire also came into the line. The Battalion 
left the reserve trenches after dark un December 31st and relieved Lowlandcrs of the 155th Brigade 
in trenches just to the right of the uld battle-ground of the summer months. The ticnches taken 
over ran through the vincyard and crossed the two branches of the Krithia Nullah just above their 
junction—historic ground. 


Thus the first dawn of the New Year saw both the 4th and 9th Battalions of the Regiment 
in the post of honour, the front trenches, of Gallipoli, while bchind them the evacuation was in 
progress. The withdrawal from Suvla and Anzac had Icft the enemy free to concentrate his troops 
and guns against Hellcs ; and the daily shelling was scvere(d). Under the shell fire the two Battalions 
held their trenches, while on the beaches fatigue parties laboured each night at the removal of guns 
and stores. The line from left to right was now held by the 13th, 29th, 52nd, and Royal Naval 
Divisions ; not too strong a force if the enemy should attempt an attack in force. 

No sign of such an attack marked the first days of January, though the enemy’s gunfire 
continued incessantly. Many orders and counter-orders were issued, for this withdrawal was even 
more difficult than the evacuation of Suvla, and the details of the plan were changed more than 
once; but gradually the whole operation was clearly arranged. The final evacuation was fixed 
for the night of January 8/9th. One after another the battcries were removed. To counter-balance 
their loss the troops in the trenches maintained increased activity. 

“ Each time a Turk is located firing from a loop-holc,” wrote the adjutant of the 9th Battalion 
on January 2nd, “‘ a trench-mortar is fired at him ; any burst of rifle fire from the enemy at night is 
replied to by asalvo of mortar bombs. The enemy has discontinued using his own trench-mortars now 
on our front, our own being far more powerful and accurate weapons.”’ A definite moral superiority 
was being obtained over the enemy ; a moral superiority which was soon to prove its value. 


By dawn of January 7th the British artillery on the Peninsula had been reduced to a minimum. 
Bchind the 13th Division there were only four guns (e). At about 11.0 a.m. of a fine sunny morning 
the enemy’s heavy guns suddenly opened a fierce bombardment against the trenches on the left 
of the British line, held by the 13th Division (f). 

The troops in the front-line trenches crouched under their cover while the big shells burst 
around them. The bombardment grew heavier. The men of the 9th Worcestershire kept their 
spirits up in true soldier fashion, sitting at the bottom of the trench and singing songs. Their voices 
rose amid the crash of the shells. ‘‘ We got our back-teeth nearly shaken out of our heads about 
twice a minute of course,’’ wrote an officer, ‘‘ but since none of those old whistlers actually landed 
on us we didn’t stop our singing ’(g). 

The heavy bombardment lasted till after 4.0 p.m.; then an intense shrapnel bombardment 
began. Shrapnel burst in every direction all along the trench line. There could be no doubt 
that this was the prelude to an attack. 

Deafened and half-stunned, the troops of the 13th Division still held their trenches. The 
men knew well enough that behind them the Peninsula was practically empty of troops and guns ; 
that their own line was perilously weak ; and that they had little chance of surviving if the 
enemy's attack was pressed home. But their pride rose to the occasion ; and the young battalicns 
showed a spirit of which any Regular troops might have been proud. 


(a) Nearly a whole Brigade—Sth, 6th and 7th Manchesters. 
(6) The night flank of the Battalion was at first in Gully Ravine, but on December 3lst this flank was somewhat 


shortened. (c) Two 3.7” trench howitzers, one Garland trench-mortar and a French 40 lb, mine-thrower. 
(@) On January 6th the 9th Battalion lost one of its most promising young officers 2, Lieut. H. L. F, Austin being 
killed. This most gallant young officer had been specially selected for the Battalion rear party at the evacua- 


tion of Suvla and was to have formed part of the rear party at Helies. 

(e) One 18 pounder, one 13 pounder, and two howitzers. 

(f) The 29th Division front was not bombarded, but the 4th Worcestershire watched the shells bursting on their 
left flank. 

(g) “ Ishan't forget that day ....... The whole trench where I was was knocked sideways by the H.E. shells.”’ (W.F.O.F.) 
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Officers, watching through the storm, saw in the enemy’s trenches the glint of bayonets 
moving and closing up. At 4.30 p.m. the hail of shrapnel slackened and ccascd ; the moment of assault 
was at hand. Swiftly all made ready to meet the enemy. 


Away to the left some forty Turks cheered and 
charged. They were met by rapid fire from the 7th North 
Staffordshire and quickly shot down; away to the right a 
similar abortive attempt seems to have been made; but on 
the front of the 9th Worcestershire the Turks did not leave 
their trenches, though it was reported that officers could be 
seen trying to urge on their men. 

Then the enemy opened a fire of musketry, a very in- 
effective fire. Apparently they could not be induced to line 
their parapets. They remained down in the trenches, firing 
wildly into the air, the muzzles of their rifles, pointing upwards, 
being the only things visible. The week of fierce shooting 
by the Worcestcrshire battalion had evidently had its effect. 

The men of the 9th Worcestershire held their fire till 
the enemy should appear; but the enemy did not appear. 
Then as it became apparent that the Turkish musketry was 
harmless, their bullets whistling high overhead, the Wor- 
ccstershire lads for some wonderful minutes stood up on the 
firestep and jecred at the enemy, inciting them to come on. 
Captain Conybeare, in a fine battle-fury, leapt on to the 
parapet and stood there, shouting dcfiance and leading his 
men in derisive cheers; “ All together now: One—two- - 
three—Al-l-l-lah ! (a) Gradually the firing died away and 
in another half hour all was quiet. 

The bombardment had seriously damaged the 
trenchcs, and through the night all ranks had to work 
hard; but the losses of the 9th Worcestershire were no 
more than 16 killed and 7 wounded (8), and the spirits of the 
troops remained high. 


The 4th Worcestershire had suffered no loss; the Battalion had not been attacked, but had 
watched and listened to the heavy shell fire and musketry away to their left. 


That abortive attack was the final blow to the broken morale of the Turkish Army. The 
enemy’s Headquarters were morally certain that evacuation was in progress; the German Staff 
Officers again and again urged a dccisive onslaught ; but the Turkish rank and file had suffered too 
much. They were no longer willing to attack; and the next day (January 8th) passed quietly. 
As the day drew on the wind rose and the evening was stormy. 


After darkness had fallen the final stages of the evacuation began. Once again the withdrawal 
was elaborately planned, successive parties moving off at diffcrent hours. The rear-guard of the 
4th Wozcestershire was a party of 4 officers (c) and 82 N.C.O’s. and men under Captain Hambling. 
The rear-guard of the 39th Brigade, 2 officers (d) and 79 N.C.O’s. and men of the 9th Worcestershire, 
and 3 officers and 165 N.C.O’s. and men of the 7th North Staffordshire, was again commanded by 
Captain Conybeare. 

The withdrawal from the trenches before Krithia was complicated by the fact that the 
enemy's trenches were so close—often within sixty yards—that movement could easily be heard. 
As a precaution, straw was put down in the trenches and, in the 4th Worcestershire at least, the 
troops wore special “‘ blanket boots’”’ cut from old blankets. Thanks to these precautions and 
to the stormy wind the enemy apparently heard nothing. 


over the parapet and going for the Turks.” (W.F.O.F.) 

{b) The losses of the 7th North Staffordshire, who met the attack on the left, were considerable, including their 
Commanding Officer. 

(c) Capt. T. C. Hambling, Lieut. F. G. Beard, 2/Lts. S. Bannister and E. N. Perham. The rank and file were 

picked men of ‘ X” and ‘‘ Y " Companies with a machine-gun under Sergt. Phillips. 

(4) Lieut. E. K. Myles and 2/Lt. R. R. Davies. 

{e) The main body of both the 4th and the 9th Battalion left soon after dark and embarked at ‘‘ W'” Beach about 
11.30 p.m. General D. E. Cayley and Colonel Faviell met on board the destroyer “ Lydiard,’ together 
with Major Kerans, 
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journey down the deserted trenches an eerie experience, strangely different from the silent moonlit 
withdrawal at Suvla. 

The rear-guard of the 4th Worcestershire tramped back along the miles up which the battalion 
had fought its way in the preceding Spring and Summer, passing the battle-fields of June, May 
and April, crossing the low ground of the first advance, breasting the rise past Hill 138 to the crest 
line above the sea. Then they marched down to “‘ W’”’ Beach, the place of the first Landing, and 
halted on the shore. From all sides the final parties were assembling on the beach and for over an 
hour the party remained halted, while the gale rose and the wind blew louder. 


Meanwhile, on the left flank of the line, the rear-guard of the 39th Brigade under Captain 
Conybeare had also withdrawn. Gully Beach was their destined point of embarkation and to 
Gully Beach they marched. But at Gully Beach the sea was running high under a howling wind 
and the Naval Transport Officer decided that embarkation there was impossible. The remaining 
troops together with General Maude and his Staff must proceed to ‘‘ W’”’ Beach and embark there. 

The situation was unpleasant. “ W’’ Beach was two miles away, and no one knew when 
the last lighters there would leave. So the rear-guard and the Divisional General toiled across 
country in the dark with grave doubts as to the issue. But in the event they reached the beach 
soon after 3.0 a.m. and embarked safely on crowded destroyers. By that time the rear-guard 
of the 4th Worcestershire had also been taken off. As at Suvla, bonfires had been made of the 
abandoned stores. These were lit and big dumps of shells were exploded as the rear parties went 
on board. Soon after 4.0 a.m. the last man had been embarked. The vessels moved off into the 
darkness, pitching heavily in the rough sea. Behind them the bonfires flickering in the high wind 
signalled the end of the campaign in Gallipoli. 


* * * * * * * 


The troops, “ packed like sardines,’’ on small craft (a) in a strong gale were anything but 
comfortable during their voyage to safety ; but harbour (b) was reached eventually and the exhausted 
troops were able to sleep in peace. Then followed some days of re-arrangement and transhipping 
of troops. Units had become much mixed up and a good deal of sorting out was necessary. 


(a) The destroyers ‘‘ Lawford" and “‘Staunch” took most of the 4th Battalion. Headquarters of the 9th Worcester- 
shire and also Headquarters of the 88th Brigade were taken off by the destroyer ‘‘ Lydiard.” 
(b) The ‘* Lydiard '' found the sea too rough and proceeded to Imbros instead of Lemnos. 
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Orders were for the 29th Division to proceed to Egypt forthwith, and on January 12th the 
4th Worcestershire, accommodated on board the transports “ Scotia’’ and “ Nestor,” sailed from 
Mudros. After a stormy voyage the Battalion reached Alexandria on the morning of January 14th 
Next day the Battalion entrained and were carried by a slow troop train across the level cultivated 
lands of the Delta to camp with the rest of the 29th Division in the desert near Suez. 


The 13th Division did not move until some days later. After a week of bad weather at 
Mudros, during which the Battalion was reinforced by a large draft—172 of all ranks under Captain 
H. P. Dobson—the 9th Worcestershire embarked on January 19th on board the transport “Caledonia.” 
On the 22nd Alexandria was reached, but the Battalion was not disembarked and on the following 
day the ‘‘ Caledonia ’’ proceeded along the coast to Port Said. There, next day (January 24th) 
the Battalion disembarked and marched to camp on the shore, a camp which was promptly flattened 
out by a fierce gale that night. Camp was then shifted to a more sheltered spot. On January 27th 
Lt.-Colonel E. A. A. de Salis D.S.O. arrived and took over command. Thereafter for some few days 
the Battalion was able to rest and to recover from the effects of the campaign. 


Throughout February the process of reorganisation was continued busily by both the 4th 
and the 9th Battalions. Day by day drafts arrived (a) while rest and training put new life into all 
ranks; until at last, at a ceremonial parade early in March, General de Lisle commented most 
favourably on the smartness of the 4th Worcestershire. 
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Neither Battalion was destined to stay long in Egypt (6). Early in February orders were issued 
for the 9th Battalion to proceed to Mesopotamia. Their ship, as we shall see later, passed the camp 
of the 29th Division, and the officers of the 4th Battalion boarded the troopship to wish the 9th 
Battalion ‘‘ God-speed.”” 

Three weeks later it was their own turn to depart. Orders had come for the 29th Division 
to proceed to France. On the night of March 14/15th the Battalion entrained at Suez and proceeded 
to Alexandria. There the 4th Worcestershire embarked (c) on board the transport ‘‘ Transylvania.”’ 

At nightfall on March 15th the “‘ Transylvania’ moved out of Alexandria Harbour and 
steamed on her way north-westwards across the Mediterranean. 


The 4th Worcestershire embarking in the ‘ Transylvania,” 15th March 1916. 


(a) On January 27th Lt.-Colonel E. A. A. de Salis D.S.O. joined the 9th Worcestershire and took over command, 
(6) Since the 4th and 9th Battalions, during their stay in Egypt, formed part of the Army under Sir Archibald 
Murray’s command, the Regiment has been given the Battle Honour ‘‘ Egypt 1916,’’ for the services of the 
two Battalions during this period ; but that Battle Honour does not represent, in our case, any actual engage- 


ment. 

(c) The officers who embarked for France were :—Major E. T. J. Kerans (Commanding), Capts. A. E. Stokes-Roberts, 
A. W. Brocks, R. C. Wynter, T. C. Hambling, Lts. C, Felix (Adjutant), F. G. V. Beard, J. A. Smithin, 2/Lts. 
S. Bannister, L. L. Goold, G. W. Field, E. P. Daw, D. C. Dingley, A. V. Johnson, A. E. Tooze, E. N. Perham, 
R. H. New, F. C. T. Woodhead, S. S. Harris, L. A. Bruton, L. A. W. Knight, Lt. & Q.M. H. C. Butler, Capt. 
N. H. W. Saw R.A.M.C., and 8 officers attached from other regiments. 
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Chapter VII. 
The Autumn Offensive of 1915. 


no great fighting on the Western Front until the Autumn of 1915. The Allied offensives 

of the Spring months had proved much more costly than had been anticipated both in lives 

andin ammunition. The ammunition stocks of the British Armies had been so much depleted 
that it was not possible to continue the attacks. The French armies maintained an intermittent 
pressure in Artois and in Champagne, but the British forces were compelled to remain on the defensive 
during the Summer months. On the other hand, the enemy were concentrating their efforts on the 
defeat of the Russian Armies in Poland. Consequently neither side attempted any important 
operation in Flanders, and the opposing armies devoted their energies to the minor enterprises of 
trench-warfare. 


yaaa the series of battles which ended with the attack on Bellewaarde the Regiment saw 


During the Summer months there was a gradual alteration of tactical methods. Originally 
the front line had been the principal line of defence and all arrangements had been made with a 
view to holding the front line strongly by a continuous line of riflemen. But by the middle of 1915 
it was clear that such a concentration of men in the forward defences exposed great numbers to 
constant risk from mines, bombs and sudden attacks. On the other hand the number of machine- 
guns available had greatly increased (a), and it was no longer necessary to hold by men the areas 
which could be swept by fire. Consequently throughout the Summer the battalions underwent 
constant shifts and reorganisations of the trench-line. 

There were other developments. Hand-grenades had regained an importance unknown since 
the XVIIIth Century. Proficiency in the use of grenades was only to be obtained by special training, 
and at first it was necessary to form small units of picked men to lead attacks. Thus during 1915 
each battalion formed a Grenadier Platoon (b)—the legitimate successor of the Grenadier Company 
which headed each battalion of the Line in the far-off days of pipeclay and scarlet. Presently, 
however, the Grenadier Guards objected to the use by other regiments of the term “ grenadiers ”’ ; 
and, in spite of opposition from those who valued tradition, the old designation disappeared, and 
the “ grenadiers’’ of Line battalions were re-christened ‘‘ bombers.” The specialist platoon was 
abolished, and all ranks were trained in ‘‘ bombing ”’ ; until at last the bomb became almost the 
principal weapon of the foot soldier. 

But such changes in organisation were minor matters compared with the constant changes 
in the higher formations which took place during the Summer of 1915. Week after week, the British 
forces in France were strengthened and expanded. The great mass of volunteers who had flocked 
to the colours in the Autumn of 1914 were trained soldiers by the Summer of 1915 and proceeded 
to France, either as reinforcements to the old battalions or as complete units of the ‘‘ New Armies.” 

One after another the new Divisions joined the Expeditionary Force ; and their arrival led 
to constant changes in the composition and distribution of the British armies. The trench-lines held 
by the old battalions were varied and altered to enable the new units to be attached for instruction ; 
the frontages of the British Army Corps were extended as the new Divisions came into line ; and the 
increasing strength of the British forces enabled them to assist their French allies by taking over 
an ever-increasing length of the battle-front. 

As a result the record of the several Battalions of the Regiment during the Summer and 
the early Autumn of 1915 is a tale of constant shifts of position up and down the trench-line in 
Flanders and northern Artois. 


On the right flank of the British line, the 2nd Division were ordered at the end of May to 
take over from French troops the area south of Bethune. The 2nd Worcestershire marched forward 
on May 28th from Ecquedecques to Mazingarbe and there went into billets behind the new line (c). 
That area was quite unlike the level fields and hedgerows of the Flanders plain, The Battalion 
(a) By tt e summer of 1915 most battalions had 4 machine-guns—double the original ‘number. : aparece 
(b) Those Grenadier Platoons were originally formed as Brigade units in February 1915. They did not become part 

of individual battalions until after the fighting in the Spring. While they lasted, the Battalion Grenadiers 

were distinguished by ared worsted grenade on the right shoulder. In some Divisions each Brigade formed 

a co.nplete Grenadier Company : e.g., the 48th Division which in July formed, in each brigade, a company 

of 5 officers and 120 ‘* Grenadiers.” 4 
(c) On June 3rd a big draft joined-—150 N.C.O’s. and men under J.ieut. L. G. Lawrence. On June 7th Battalion 

moved back to Verquin. 
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May—Awug. 1915, THE SUMMER OF 1915. 


had entered a mining district of ugly grimy villages on a poor soil of hard chalk. Slag-heaps, factory 
chimneys and rusty tramway lines recalled to the older soldiers their first battle-ground at Mons. 

After dark on June 15th the Battalion went into the forward trenches at Vermellcs. In 
those trenches or in billets behind the line a fortnight was passed (a). Then the front held by the 
Ist Corps, of which the 2nd Division formed part, was altered. The Corps took over its former line 
from Cuinchy past Givenchy to Festubert, and the three Divisions (b) of the Corps thenceforward 
for several weeks held in turn those well-known trenches. 

The 2nd Worcestershire, after a short tour in the Givenchy defences (c) went back to the 
brickstack position at Cuinchy. The Battalion relieved the 2nd Grenadier Guards in the front 
line on July 21st. Cuinchy had maintained its reputation as an unpleasant sector of the front, 
and trench-mortars, mines and counter-mines allowed the troops no rest. At that actual date a 
large mine shaft was being bored forward towards the enemy line. Early on the morning of July 
24th the British sappers working in the mine heard enemy picks striking within a few feet of their 
heads. Our mine was hastily charged with explosive and fired. The explosion tore up the ground 
immediately beyond our front line and almost certainly destroyed the enemy’s shaft. Heavy 
enemy shelling followed, and during the ensuing night two enemy mines were sprung ; but fortunately 
both were short of our line. Luck was favouring the Battalion, and the total casualties suffered 
in the Cuinchy sector were not heavy (d): but it was an anxious time, and all ranks were glad of a 
ten days rest which followed in billets at Beuvry. 

During August the 2nd Division again took over the Givenchy sector, and the 2nd Worcester- 
shire went into the front line there on August 15th. The weather was fine and sunny and the enemy 
opposite were very quict—so quiet that it was possible to keep troops in the trenches for much longer 
periods than before. The Battalion held the front line for a fortnight (e), and then marched back to 
billets in Bethune. 


Further north, the lst Worcestershire remained throughout the Summer in one sector or 
another of the trench-line between Neuve Chapelle and Armentiéres. An intermittent activity 
was maintained and there were constant casualties. Between the opposing trench-lines the untended 
“No Man’s Land”’ became luxuriant during the hot weather with rank grass and flowers—yellow 
dandelions and red poppies. The long grass gave good cover to the movement of patrols and there 
were many adventures between the lines (f). Otherwise there were few noteworthy ingidents until 
the end of September (g). 


The 1/7th and 1/8th Battalions of the Regiment remained throughout May and June in 
trenches or billets around Ploegstecert Wood. No heavy fighting took place ; but enemy shell-fire 
and minor enterprises of patrols brought the two Battalions a certain number of casualties. 

During the first fortnight of May, while the First Army further south was fighting the battles 
of Aubers Ridge and Festubert, the troops in the Ploegsteert area carried out a series of demonstrations 
designed to prevent any movement of the German reserves. Each day the enemy’s lines were 
bombarded, and after dark patrols crept forward across ‘‘No Man’s Land,” cut gaps in the enemy’s 
wire entanglements, and left planks and stakes strewn across those gaps to give the impression of 
Preparations for an assault. 

On May 9th, the first day of the offensive, the artillery of the 48th Division kept up as heavy 
a bombardment as was permitted by the available ammunition: and the enemy’s reply cost the 
1/8th Battalion two men killed and five wounded (A). 


(2) Battalion in front line June 15th—20th (casualties, 1 killed, 5 wounded) and June 23rd—28th (casualties, 4 
wounded). From the 20th to the 23rd the Battalion was in billets at Noyelles-les-Vermelles. 

(6) 2nd, 7th and 9th Divisions. 

(c) July 5th—8th (casualties, 1 officer, Lieut. R. G. Hale, and 4 men wounded). On July 3rd, Licut J. D. Wilmott was 
killed while in charge of a working party. 

{d) July 21st, 26th, 2 killed, 5 wounded. July 3lst—August 2nd, 2 killed, 3 wounded. 

(e) August 15th-28th total casualtics 2nd Worcestershire :—one man wounded. 

(f) Ina fight between patrols on July 8th, 2/Lt. A. A. D. Baird was killed. He was a very popular young officer 
son of Colonel A. Baird, R.A.M.C. for many years Medical Officer to the Der dt at Norton Barracks. 

(2) June 25th-July 25th—Ist Worc. and 2nd E. Lancs. held alternately trenches near Rue Petillon. Casualties, 
1 officer (2/Lt. A. A. D. Baird) and 9 men killed, 2 officers (Major J. H. M. Arden and Capt. C. F. G. Crawford) 
and 26 men wounded. 

July 3lst-September 21st, the two battalions held alternately trenches further north at La Boutillerie. There 
Licut. W. Smyth-Osbourne, a very gallant young officer, was killed on August 29th by a sniper’s bullet. The 
other casualties in those trenches totalled no more than 12 wounded. 
While out of the trenches the Battalion was billetted as follows :—June 17th-25th neighbourhood of Pont 
du Hem. July Ist-6th Sailly Cross-koads. July 12th-18th and August 4th-8th Rue du Quesne. July 
25th-3lst and August 8th—-16th Sailly. August 2Ist-26th Fleurbaix. 

th) During the German bombardment on May 9th the Headquarters of the 1/7th Battalion were heavily shelled. 

R.Q.M.S. W. J. Jones showed great coolness and ability, and was subsequently awarded the M.C. 
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By the end of May (a) the 48th Division was fairly seasoned in warfare and was able to bear 


its part in the instruction of the ‘‘ New Army ” Divisions which then arrived in France. The 9th 
Seaforth of the 9th Division and the 7th Suffolk of the 12th Division were given their initial training 
in trench-warfare by the Worcestershire Territorial battalions during the early days of June. At 
the same time the front held was extended to include both banks of the River Warnave. 


On June 15th a change in the Divisional dispositions resulted in the withdrawal of the whole 


144th Brigade into Divisional Reserve. Both Battalions moved back into billets near Romarin. 
Four days later the Brigade moved to the left of the Divisionalline, and took over the sector north 
of Ploegsteert Wood. The 1/7th Worcestershire relieved the 1/4th Royal Berkshire in the trenches 
between St. Yves and the River Douve, with the 1/8th Worcestershire behind them in reserve 
trenches. Nothing of note occurred during the next four days, and on June 23rd the two Battalions 
exchanged positions. That day came warning that the 48th Division was about to leave the 
Ploegsteert area. Their line would be taken over by the new 12th Division, and the 48th Division 
would move south to join the First Army. 


On the night of the 24th/25th June, the very last night that the Territorial Battalions were 


to spend in the Ploegsteert trenches, occurred the sharpest fight they had yet seen. 


Shortly before midnight two patrols had gone out from the trenches of the 1/8th Worcester- 


shire (6). On the right, 2/Lieut. A. Plaistowe with two men, and on the left Lieut. P. M. Kerwood 
with four men were feeling their way across “‘ No Man’s Land.”’ The night was close and misty 
and the high rank vegetation between the lines made observation difficult. Suddenly both patrols 
encountered at short range strong parties of the enemy advancing. Sharp fights ensued, with 
rapid shooting in the darkness and showers of bombs. Lieut. Kerwood was killed and two of his 
men were wounded. 2/Lieut. Plaistowe was wounded, but succeeded in bringing his little party 
back in safety in spite of many German bombs. 


As the patrols fell back, the German artillery opened a sudden and fierce bombardment. 


The 1/8th Worcestershire manned their trenches and opened fire on the advancing enemy. The 
British musketry was effective and the attacking Germans were stopped at some distance from the 
trench, all except one gallant officer who dashed forward alone up to the British parapet, where 
he was killed with the bayonet (c). 


No further attack took place but for some thirty minutes the enemy’s guns maintained their 


fire (@). Under that fire a very gallant act was performed by Lance-Corporal T. C. Fox of Lieut. 
Kerwood’s party. When the subaltern was struck down, L/Cpl. Fox, although himself severely 
wounded, attempted to bring him in. Unable to manage this himself, he made his way back and 
reported to 2/Lieut. K.M. Mylne who, with Private R. Jeff, went out to Lieut. Kerwood and brought 
him in, only to find him dead (). 


On the following night (June 25th) the 1/8th Worcestershire were relieved, and marched 


back to billets at Bailleul. There next evening they were joined by the 1/7th Worcestershire. 


On June 27th, after a final inspection by Major-General Sir William Pulteney (f), the 144th 


Brigade marched to Vieux Berquin, the first stage on its route to the south. 


The Brigades of the 48th Division marched southward independently on successive nights. 


On the evening of June 28th/29th the 144th Brigade marched to Robecq and on the following evening 
through Lillers to its destination in the IVth Corps area at Burbure. 


There for a fortnight the two Battalions in reserve lay resting and training. On July llth 


orders came that the 48th Division would move up from reserve to relieve the 47th Division in 
the line about Grenay ; and on the evening of July 12th the 144th Brigade moved forward from 
billets at Burbure to bivouac at Hesdigneul. Thence on the following night the Brigade marched 
through Noeux-les-Mines to Les Brebis. The 1/7th Worcestershire were detached from the 
Brigade and were sent on still further through Grenay to Maroc (g). 


(6) 
(o) 
(4) 
(e) 


(f) 


(2/Lt. R. K. Armstrong-14th April—Major A. S. W. Dore-6th May—2/Lieut. D. B. Drake-19th May—Capt. 
F. G. Chamberlin-25th May) and 42 men wounded. 
1/8th Battalion—7 men killed, 2 officers (Lt. J. N. Bendyshe and 2/Lt. C. C. Davies) and 38 men wounded. 
At the end of the month the command of the 48th Division was taken over by Major-General R. Fanshawe, 
C.B., D.S.O., afterwards Hon. Colonel of the 1/7th Battalion. 

The Battalion had been warned that an enemy attack was anticipated. 

He proved to belong to the 5th Bavarian Reserve Regiment. 

The only British artillery available were two pack guns in Ploegsteert Wood, for the 48th Divisional Artillery 
was then in the process of being relieved. 

The total casualties of the 1/8th Battalion in this fight were 1 officer and 2 men killed, 1 officer and 16 men wounded. 

«L/Cpl. Fox and Pte. Jeff were both awarded the D.C.M. 
Commanding IIIrd Corps. (g) An“ unhealthy ” spot, in which no lights or cooking were allowed. 
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Aug. 1915. MINE WARFARE AT ST. ELOI. 


The Territorial Battalions were now in that same unattractive mining area which the 2nd 


Battalion had known a month before, and for two days the battalions of the 144th Brigade were 
employed in constructing reserve lines of defence. Then came counter-orders. 


The expansion of the British forces in France had by that date warranted their sub-division 


into three separate ‘‘ Armies,” and it had been decided that the new Third Army should be formed 
in a part of the battle-front which as yet was unfamiliar to the British troops—the open country 
of Picardy about the River Somme. The 48th Division was to be one of the constituent units of the 
new Third Army and was ordered to move forthwith to the new area. As a result orders came for 
the 144th Brigade to return to Burbure as preliminary to the move south, and consequently on the 
night of July 16th/17th all four battalions marched back in their tracks to their former billets. 
The march was long and trying, along bad roads under heavy rain, but the 1/7th Worcestershire 
were able to record that in all the seventeen miles no man fell out. After two days in billets at 
Burbure the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire marched to Lillers Station early on July 19th and 
entrained to join the VIIth Corps in the area north of the River Somme. 


After the attack on Bellewaerde the 3rd Battalion rested for a day at Busseboom, east of 


Ypres (a). Then the 7th Brigade moved forward to the line once more and on June 19th took over 
its former trench line at Hooge. The 3rd Worcestershire relieved at intervals by other units (bd), 
held the trenches facing Sanctuary Wood from that date onwards till July 8th. It was a most 
“unhealthy ” sector. The enemy’s artillery fire was heavy, and casualties followed each other in 
rapid succession (c). 


the 


On the night of July 8th the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved (4) and marched back down 
Menin Road to bivouac at Busseboom. Here the Battalion lay for the best part of a fortnight, 


resting and refitting and listening to heavy fighting at Hooge, where on the 19th a big mine was 
sprung and a strong German redoubt was captured. 


Meanwhile the arrival of new Divisions from England was causing constant changes in the 


distribution of the British forces around Ypres. 


On July 21st the 7th Brigade moved south from the bivouac at Busseboom out of the Ypres 


Salient to the former position about St. Eloi, and the 3rd Worcestershire relieved the Ist Royal 
West Kent. The ensuing fortnight was spent by the 7th Brigade in the sector facing St. Eloi ; 
a sector which was just as unpleasant then as it had been during the Spring months. Mining and 
counter-mining were in full blast, and the artillery of both sides were busy. On the first day in 
the new line the Battalion Transport, in a farm on the Hallebast—Ouderdom Road, was heavily 
shelled and several horses were hit (e). Next evening a German mine was exploded under the trenches 
of the right hand company, causing many casualties (f). At dawn next morning (July 25th) a 
British mine was sprung under the opposing German trenches, wrecking some forty yards of the 
enemy's parapet. On July 26th another German mine was exploded in the trenches of the South 
Lancashire further to the right (g). 


On July 28th the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved by the Ist Wiltshire and moved back 


into bivouac near Dickebusch (/), where the Battalion lay until August 3rd. Then the 7th 
Brigade was relieved in the St. Elui Sector by a Brigade of the 17th Division, and marched under 
stormy skies to the northern face of the Ypres Salient. The 3rd Worcestershire relieved the Ist 
Royal Fusiliers in trenches near La Brique. The Battalion held those trenches without relief till 


Au 


ust 19th, with no notable incident but with continual casualties (#). 
On the night of August 19th/20th the Battalion was relieved and marched to bivouac near 


Ouderdom. After four days of rest there and three more days (24th—27th) in Brigade reserve 
at Dickebusch the Battalion again moved forward. The 7th Brigade had returned to the Hooge 
sector. The 3rd Worcestershire marched up the Menin Road after dark on August 27th and relieved 
the 2nd South Lancashire in the trenches which ran through the ruins of the eastern end of the village. 


(a) 
(2) 


(¢) 


(d) 
(e) 
(g) 


{h) 
(1) 


June 17th, bivouac at Busseboom. June 18th, bivouac $ mile due south of Ypres. 

June 23rd/26th, 2nd R.I. Rifles. July Ist/5th, H.A-C. June 23rd/26th, Battalion in bivouac 4 mile due south 
of Ypres. July Ist/5th, Battalion in bivouac near Busseboom. 

In the first twenty-four hours (19/20th June) two officers (2/Lieut. G. A. Barfoot and 2/Lieut. W. W. Meade) 
and three men were killed and three wounded. Three more were wounded before the evening of June 23rd. 
On the 28th 2/Lieut. F. J. N. Clarke and one man were killed and on the next day three more were wounded. 
On July Ist two more were wounded and on July 8th another man was killed. 

By the 4th South Lancashire. 

Five horses killed and nine wounded, four drivers wounded. (f) Three killed, 10 wounded. 

The explosion was followed by a fierce bombardment, which killed 4 men of the 3rd Worcestershire and wounded 
eleven others. 

In the fortnight in the St. Eloi trenches the Battalion had lost 10 killed and 34 wounded. 

One officer (2/Lieut. W. J. Moon, on August 17th) and 4 men killed ; two officers (Captain C. S. Morice on August 
19th, 2/Lieut. H. M. Eyles on August 13th) and 12 men wounded. 
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Much heavy fighting had taken place since the great mine had been sprung on July 19th. 
The ground then gained had been won back by the enemy, with the aid of liquid fire, at the end of 
July, only to be recaptured by the 6th Division early in August. Since then the work of consolidation 
had been proceeding under continual shell-fire. The great crater had been fortified for defence, 
and from it a tangle of trenches, continually changing under the alternate influences of our own 
spade work and the enemy’s heavy shells, ran south and east to Sanctuary Wood. The 3rd Worces- 
tershire hcld thcse trenches thenceforward until the end of September with but two short intervals 
of rest (a). 


Meanwhile the newly-formed 10th Battalion of the Regiment had arrived in France. An 
advanced party crossed on the night of July 15th/16th from Southampton to Havre, whence they 
proceeded by train to Boulogne, and were there joined by the rest of the Battalion which crossed 
from Folkestone to Boulcgne on the night of July 18th/19th (6). After landing, the Battalion 
was quartered in a ‘‘ Rest Camp”’ at Ostrohave. ‘‘ Not much rest about it though,” wrote an 
officer, “‘ troops marching in and out all night, with fifes and drums playing too. ......... The Battalion 
marched down into Boulogne this afternoon, and saw agood many females bathing in the sea ’— 
the last glimpse of feminine grace they were to have for many weeks to come. 

On July 20th the Battalion moved by troop train to Watten; whence they marched to 
billets, with the rest of the 57th Brigade, at Bayenghen-les-Eperlecques ; “ all very tircd and glad 
of a rest.” 

Three days later (July 23rd) the 57th Brigade marched forward through St. O.ner to new 
billets at Renescure, and thence on the following day southward to quarters just east of Aire. There 
the Brigade lay for a week and then marched eastwards, to Haverskerque on July 30th and then 
next day to the outskirts of Merville. 

The 19th Division had been allotted to the Indian Army Corps, and the Corps Commander, 
General Sir James Wilcocks, inspected the Battalion on August 2nd. On the following day the 
57th Brigade moved forward to billets in Estaires. Then the Brigade was split up for instruction 
in trench work, and on August 4th the 10th Worcestershire marched up to Laventie for training 
under the Bareilly Brigade. They were attached for instruction to the 2nd Black Watch in 
the trenches facing Neuve Chapelle, and during the ensuing week went into their trenches, one 
company at atime. The period of instruction passed without notable incident and with only a few 
casualties (c). 

Quite close at hand were the Ist Battalion of the Regiment near Sailly and the officers of 
the two Battalions interchanged visits (d). 

On August 10th the luth Worcestershire marched back to Estaires. Five days later the 
Battalion rejoined the 57th Brigade in their former billets near Merville. There they lay for nearly 
a fortnight, finding working parties and generally settling down. 

On August 25th caine orders to move southwards. The 19th Division was to take over 
the sector between Festubert and Richebourg L’Avoué. Two days later the Battalion marched 
under a hot summer sun to new billets at La Croix Marmuse. 

On August 28th the Battalion for the first time took over a complete section of the Line. 
The 57th Brigade went into trenches with three battalions in the front line, the 10th Worcestershire 
being in the centre, immediately east of La Quinque Rue cross-roads. The 10th Royal Warwickshire 
were at first on the right and the 8th Gloucestershire on the left of the Battalion. 

The 10th Worcestershire held those trenches for ten days (e) ; then the Battalion was relicved 
by the 10th Royal Warwickshire on the evening of September 7th and moved back into reserve 
at Rue des Chavattes. Thence five days later the Battalion marchcd back to billets near Locon. 


(a) From August 30th to September 3rd the Battalion, relieved by the 2nd S. Lancashire, lay in reserve on the ram- 
parts of Ypres, and from the 12th to the 18th September the Battalion was replaced by the Ist Gordons and 
rested in bivouac at Busseboom. 

(b) The following ofticers proceeded overseas with the Battalion: Colonel A. G. Chesney, Major W. A. Lenox-Conyngham, 
Major F, St. G. Tucker, Captains D.C. H. Chisholm, W. E. 1D. Bell, D. 3 ale, W. A. Bowen F.H. 
Evans, J. H. Samuel, H. Kaymond, HH. Pigg, R. G. Tasker, H ill Wallace, R. Hartley, A. G. 
Bishop, S. Hartley, I. N. Mason, W Tree, C. H, Dwyer, 2nd Lieuts. C. H. G. Lushington, L. J. A. Will, 
If. S. Wallace, KR. W. Jennings, P. G. Heyworth, W. Pepper, G. G. Perkins, B. W. Pigg, Captain & Adjutant 
H. A. Gillum Webb, Lieut. & Qmr. E. Jordan, Lieut. R. A. Varley (R.4.41.C. attached), Rev. L. Walker 
(RC. Chablair, attached) 

(c) 6th August 1 wounded, &th August 2 wounded, 9th August ] wounded. 

(d) It is sad to note that the directing staff did not take the opportunity of attaching the 10th Worcestershire for 
instruction to the Ist Battalion of our own Regiment, instead of to a stranger battalion. 

(e) Casualties--3 killed, one otticer (Lieut. RK. Hartley) and 16 men wounded. 
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July—Sept. 1915. THE NEW FRONT IN PICARDY. 


We have told of the decision to form the new Third Army in Picardy (a). The frontage 
allotted to the new British army was from the River Somme on the right to Hebuterne on the left 
flank, and that front ran northwards from the river at Corbie past the town of Albert over rolling 
upland country studded with villages whose names were destined to be familiar to many thousands 
of British troops. In the Summer of 1915 the front in Picardy was regarded as a “‘ quiet ’’ sector. 
No heavy fighting had taken place there since the first clash of French and German armies in the 
Autumn of 1914. 


The railway journey of the two Territorial Battalions of the Regiment from the Flanders 
front came to anend late on July 19th. The two Battalions detrained (6) at Mondicourt and marched 
to billets near Authie. On the following day (July 2Uth) both Battalions moved forward and went 
into bivouac in the Bois de. Warnimont (c). There the 144th Brigade lay in Divisional Reserve 
for a week, while the other two brigades of their Division took over the front line (¢@). Then on 
July 30th the 144th Brigade moved forward in its turn and all four of its battalions went into the 
line ; each battalion being disposed in depth. The 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire were now lying 
side by side, together holding the left half of the Brigade front. 

Thus they remained until August 7th when the 144th Brigade was relieved and moved back 
into Reserve, the 1/7th Battalion being billetted in St. Leger and the 1/8th Battalion in Bayencourt. 
In that area, varied by shifts to billets in the neighbouring villages of Courcelles, Souastre and Bus 
the two Battalions remained throughout the Autumn. 

At first the trenches at Hebuterne were very quiet, the opposing lines were far apart and, 
save fur some desultory shelling there was little to cause loss. Casualties were slight (e) but on 
September 14th the 1/8th Battalion suffered a severe loss in the death of 2/Lieut. H. S. Wilson in a 
patrol fight. The son of Canon Wilson of Worcester, he was a gifted and able officer, and his 
death was generally regretted. 


At the beginning of September it was decided to strengthen the Third Army in Picardy 
by the addition of a third Army Corps, which should take over a new sector of the line, on the 
right of that already held. That new (XIIth) Corps was to be built up of one regular Division (the 
27th) and two new Divisions from home, the 22nd and 26th. Included in the latter (26th) Division 
was the new 11th Battalion of the Worcestershire. 


The 11th Worcestershire, with the other Battalions of the 78th Brigade, left its Wiltshire 
training ground (f) on September 2lst (g), entrained at Warminster for Southampton, and thence 
crossed to Bculogne (h). After a short stay in the rest camp at Ostrohove, the 11th Worcestershire 
were carried by troop trains to Saleux, near Amiens, whence they marched to billets at Foudrinoy. 
Two days later the Battalion marched by Ferrieres to Pont de Mctz and thence, with the other 
battalions of the 78th Brigade tramped forward through Amiens and Longueau, along the banks 
of the River Somme, through Aubigny to billets at Fouilloy. After four days of training the 78th 


(a) See page 119. The original organisation of the Third Army was— 
Vilth Corps—4th and 48th Divisions. Xth Corps—5th and 6Ist Divisions. 
A few weeks later the new 37th Division was added to the VIIth Corps and the new 18th Division to the Xth 
Corps. The first commander of the Third Army was General Monro. 
(6) 7th Battalion 4 p.m., 8th Battalion 8.30 p.m. 
() That period in the Bois de Warnimont was most uncomfortable, under very heavy rain, from which the troops 
had no shelter except such as they could construct from the brushwood. Many were invalided, and Captain 
A. G. Rollason died on July 30th from the effects of the exposure. For this area see map facing page 161. 
(4) From the French 21st Division. 
(e) Casualties August Ist-3lst. 1/7th Battalion, 2/Lt. M. B. S. Spencer and 2 privates killed, 2 wounded. 
1/8th Battalion, 1 killed, ] wounded. September Ist-30th. 1/7th Battalion, 3 wounded. _1/8th Battalion, 
1 officer (2/Lt. H. S. Wilson) killed and 3 men wounded. On 9th August Lieut.-Colonel W. K. Feake 
commanding 1/8th Battalion was invalided home. On Lith August Capt. G. M. C. Davidge, Adjutant of 
the 1/7th Battalion, was promoted Major, and Lieut. H. G. W. Wood became Adjutant. 
Longbridge Deverile. 
() An advanced party, under the 2nd-in-Command, had crossed by Havre on the 19th/20th and met the Battalion 
at Foudrinoy. 
ia) The following officers proceeded overseas with the Battalion :—Colonel R. M. Rainey-Robinson, C.B., Lieut.-Cor. 
W. F. Barker, C.M.G., D.S.O. (2nd-in-command), Capt. and Adjt. T. J. Edwards, Lieut. and Qmr. A. Ham, 
Lieut. J. H. Gurney (M.G.O.), Lieut. O. M. D. Bell (T.O.), Lieut. J. P. Lusk, R.A.M.C., Rev. Looby, C.F. 
“A.” Coy.—Capt. J. A. Welby, Capt. P. A. Leicester, Lieut. A. J. B. Hudson, 2/Lts. J. North, C. E. Turner, 
E. J. L. Warlow. 
“ B.” Coy.—Major W. W. Hudson, Capt. J. G. Reid, Lieut. W. Jones, 2/Lts. F. L. H. Fox, A. B. R. Leech, 
H. King. 
“C.” Coy.—Capt. H. Dippie, Lieut. A. R. Cooper, 2/Lts. D. Brand, H. R. Vance, H. M. Edwards. 
“ D." Coy.—Capt. A. E. J. Legge, Capt. B. Barton, Lieut. C. Bishop, 2/Lts. H. Williams, A. E. Gibbs, J. R. T. 
Marsham. 
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THE AUTUMN OF irg1s. Sept 1915. 


Brigade was split up for instruction in trench-warfare, and the 11th Worcestershire marched forward 
on September 29th along the Somme valley through Corbie and Vaux-sur-Somme to Sailly-Laurette 
to be attached to the lst D.C.L.I. That battalion and the 5th Cheshire aided in the instruction of 
the platoons of the 11th Worcestershire during the ensuing weeks. 


* * * * * * * 


As Summer turned to Autumn it became known that plans were being made for a great 
offensive, a concerted attack by the Allied forces all along the front. The news filtered downward 
to the fighting troops, and behind many sectors of the trench line in Flanders and Artois assembly 
trenches were dug and new gun positions constructed. The exact location of the new attack was 
kept secret, and the date was altered and postponed several times. As the Autumn drew to a close 
indications became increasingly definite that the main British attack would be made on the front 
of the First Army ; in addition, preparations were made along the whole front of the British Armies 
for demonstrations and subsidiary attacks to hold the enemy’s reserves to their ground. 


Early in September the 5th Brigade once more took over the Givenchy sector, and when 
the 2nd Worcestershire went into the front line (2) on September 3rd, the trenches were found to 
be bustling with activity. | Working parties of sappers and other units thronged the communication 
trenches and all ranks of the Battalion were kept hard at work on a diversity of tasks. The Battalion 
remained in those trenches, or in billets in rear, during the ensuing three weeks (6)—a period of 
heavy work, partly broken by a short pericd (September 8th—I17th) in reserve at Bethune. 

During that pericd in reserve there occurred an interesting incident. Arrangeinents were 
made for a meeting with the new 10th Battalion, then billetted at Locon. The 2nd Battalion 
marched out from its rest billets in Bethune to Locon where it was received by the 10th Battalion. 
The two Battalions formed up in one hollow square. Colonel Chesney, Commanding the 10th 
Battalion, was unfortunately absent on duty but Major Lenox-Conyngham, acting for him, expressed 
the great pleasure of the 10th Battalion at meeting the famous 2nd Battalion. He added that he 
hoped that the new Battalion would be able to follow the example that the Regular Battalion had 
set. 

Lieut.-Colonel Lambton D.S.O. responded for the 2nd Battalion. Then the two Battalions 
fell out for half an hour “‘ to allow of mutual greetings.”” When the 2nd Battalion fell in and moved 
off, the drums of the 10th Battalion played them on their way, and the men of the Service Battalion 
cheered the Regulars out of sight. ‘‘ In Bethune the same evening,” records the 2nd Battalion 
Diary, “‘ six officers of the 10th Battalion honoured us with their presence at dinner,” and the 2nd 
Battalion organised a joint concert in the local theatre. 


The date fixed for the new offensive was now known to be close at hand, excitement was 
running high and preparations were everywhere in full swing. On the morning of September 21st 
the British artillery all along the front commenced a general bombardment and thenceforward the 
thunder of the guns was incessant ; but, on the eve of battle the 2nd Worcestershire found time to 
exchange a formal courtesy with the Highland Light Infantry. ‘‘ To consolidate,” records the 
Battalion Diary, ‘“‘ the good feeling existing between the Battalion and the 2nd H.L.I., and to 
commemorate the almost unique circumstances under which we have been associated, having relieved 
each other without intermission in the trenches for nearly twelve months, Lieut.-Colonel G. C. 
Lambton, D.S.O. and the officers of the Battalion invited the officers of the 2nd H.L.I. to become 
permanent honorary members of our Mess. This invitation was highly appreciated by Colonel 
Wolfe Murray and the officers of the 2nd H.L.I. who in return asked our officers to consider them- 
selves permanent honorary inembers of their Mess. This great privilege was cordially accepted 
by Lieut.-Colonel G. C. Lambton D.S.O. and the officers of the Battalion.” 

Then the 2nd Worcestershire turned to serious business and heavy work, for there was much 
tobe done. It had been decided that the attack was to be preceded by a great cloud of gas and smoke, 
and the arrangement of the emplacements for the gas-cylinders was now one of the main preoccupa- 
tions of the troops in the line. Every effort was made to ensure the secrecy of those preparations. 
It was forbidden to refer to the emplacements of the gas-cylinders by any other name than “ bomb- 
stores’; and one unwary young officer of the Battalion who was so imprudent as to say something 


(a) Relieving the 2nd Green Howards. 

(6) Battalion in front line as follows :—September 3rd-6th : Casualties, one killed. September 8th-1]th : Casualties, 
Nil. September 17th-19th, Casualties, 5 men killed. September 21st-23rd, One officer (2/Lt. D.C. James) 
and 4 men wounded. 

Billets :—-August---September 3rd—Bethune. September 6th -8th---Le Preol. September 8th-17th— 
Bethune. September 19th-2Ist- -Le Quesnoy. September 23rd-24th—Fssars, 
On September 7th the Rev. J. R. Stewart joined as C. of E. Chaplain. 
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The Mine Explosion at Hooge, 19th July 1915 (see page 119) (3) Same view as 1. three minutes later. 
seen from the ramparts at Ypres. (5) Hooge Chateau from the front line of the 3rd Battn., 
COLONEL A. G. CHESNEY, cmdg. 10th Battn., 1915. August 1915 (see page 120). 
LT. COLONEL G. C. LAMBTON, D.S.O., cmdg. 2nd Batn., 1915. (7) The Battlefield 6f Loos during the battle. 
2&8) The Mine Crater at Hooge (see page 120). (np War Makehor Copyright)’ 


The 3rd Battn. in Sanctuary Wood, August 1915. 
2/Lt. E. P. Bennett, Lt. R. H. Marryatt, L/Cpl. Preece, Capt. S. A. Gabb, Capt. C. Berrington, Capt. R. F. Traill. 
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Sept. 1915. PREPARATIONS FOR THE BATTLE. 


about ‘‘ gas”’ in the public lounge of a hotel was promptly haled before a court-martial. Presently 
came an order that carrying-parties must protect the precious gas-cylinders from shell-fire at any 
cost, even, if necessary, by lying on top of them a 


On September 2Ist orders for the attack were issued (a). The First Army was to attack 
on September 25th with seven Divisions in line, from north to south the 19th, 2nd, 9th, 7th, Ist, 
15th and 47th Divisions, with the general object of breaking through the enemy’s defences between 
La Bassée and Lens. 

At the same time three subsidiary attacks were to be made ; by the Indian Corps at Pietre, 
by the 8th Division at Bois Grenier and by the 3rd and 14th Divisions in the Ypres Salient. 


The task set to the 2nd Division was to break the enemy’s line on either side of the La Bassée 
Canal and then, assisted by the 19th Division, to form a defensive flank to the left, while on their 
right the 9th Division was to storm the Hohenzollern Redoubt and Fosse 8, the 7th Division to 
capture the Quarries and Cité St. Elie, and the Ist, 15th and 47th Divisions to carry the attack 
still further to the southward. 

The 2nd Division was to attack with the 5th Brigade north of the Canal, the 6th and 19th 
Brigadcs to the south of that line: of the 5th Brigade three battalions, the Ist Queens, 2nd Oxford- 
shire and Buckinghamshire L.I. and 2nd H.L.I. would attack in front line, their objectives being 
the villages of Canteleux and Chapelle St. Roch. The 2nd Worcestershire were to be in Brigade 
Reserve. 

On the left of the 2nd Division the attack from the 19th Division’s front would be made by 
the 58th Brigade. The 57th Brigade would be in General Reserve. 

At 3.30 p.m. on the 24th, amid the thunder of artillery from every side, the 2nd Worcester- 
shire moved forward to their appointed position in the reserve trenches west of Givenchy. At 
nightfall a large carrying-party was sent to carry gas-cylinders to the emplacements in_ the 
trenches prepared for their reception. The remainder of the Battalion was accommodated in 
reserve trenches and dugouts with orders to rest for the night. 

By midnight the last of the gas-cylinders had been safely installed in the British front line ; 
and the carrying-parties from the 2nd Worcestershire made their way back through drizzling rain 
to the dugouts occupied by the Battalion. Orders came for the Battalion machine-guns to move 
to positions previously prepared behind Givenchy village whence they could assist the attack. 


Three miles to the eastward the 10th Battalion was likewise waiting in reserve. Leaving 
their billets at Locon under cover of darkness (3 a.m. on September 25th) the Battalion marched 
forward to join the other battalions of the 57th Brigade in bivouac at Le Hamel. The bivouac 
was reached at 4 a.m., and then all ranks did their best to snatch some sleep, wrapped in their water- 
proof sheets beneath the falling rain. 


THE BATTLE OF LOOS. 


At dawn of September 25th the British artillery opened the bombardment, and at 6.30 a.m. 
amid a crescendo of gunfire (b) the great attack began. Very soon rumours of disaster began to 
filter back from the front line to the 2nd Worcestershire in their reserve position. Disabled men 
trickled past, either wounded or choking from gas fumes. It became known that the wind had 
proved too light to carry the gas forward from our trenches to those of the enemy. The dense 
cloud of gas and smoke had hung motionless in front of our parapet. The attacking troops had 
emerged half-blinded by their gas masks, into broad daylight on the further side of the stationary 
cloud, and had fallen in swathes before the enemy’s fire. No ground had been gained and the attack 
of the 5th Brigade was at a standstill. 

Two companies of the Battalion were sent forward to the support of the H.L.I., but before 
they reached the front line it had been decided to suspend the attack. The Worcestershire companies 
did not become seriously engaged and during the afternoon orders were received for their recall. 
By sunset the Battalion was again concentrated in the reserve position, having suffered but slight 
casualties (c). 


(a) The orders reached the 2nd Worcestershire on September 24th. 

{b) The machine-guns of the 2nd Worcestershire assisted in the bombardment, using overhead fire from behind 
Givenchy village—the first occasion on which overhead fire was used. 

(c) 2 men killed, Captain G. A. Sheppard and 4 men wounded. 
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10 Further north the 10th Worcestershire had been passing an equally unsatisfactory day. 
TH At 8.30 a.m. the Brigade had received orders to move forward trom their reserve position at Le 
Hamel, and in high good spirits the Battalion marched as far as a cross-roads, known as the 
“Tuning Fork,’ east of Gorre. On the way streams of wounded were passed. At the cross-roads 
a long halt was made. Then came news that the attack of the 58th Brigade was not progressing 
well. Orders came to send forward first the 10th Royal Warwickshire and then the 10th Worcester- 
shire. The Battalion marched forward to Le Plantin. There however the attack was counter- 
ordered. The attack of the 58th Brigade had failed as completely as had that of the 5th Brigade, 
and Sir Douglas Haig had now decided not to waste more lives in assaults on the unbroken enemy 
positions north of the Canal. The 10th Worcestershire marched back to the ‘“‘ Tuning Fork,” 
where dinners were served. Then the Battalion was ordered to man a reserve line of trenches near 
by. There they remained until darkness fell. 

The day closed in soaking rain, which converted all trenches into a slough of mud. Eventually 
the 57th Brigade was ordered to move right back to its position of the morning. The order, issued 
at 6 p.m. was not received by the 10th Worcestershire until three hours later, when all had settled 
in for the night. ‘“ No doubt some good reason,” wrote an officer dutifully ; but all the same it 
was exasperating to weary men. The Battalion moved off at 10 p.m. and trudged back in the 
darkness, first to Le Hamel and finally to their previous billets at Locon. ‘‘ The French people 
didn’t expect us, and made a valiant show of trying to look pleased at our return at about 2 o'clock 
in the morning!” 


Meanwhile to the southward the battle had been raging all that day with varying fortune. 
2np On the front of the 2nd Division all three Brigades, 5th, 6th, and 19th, had failed in their attack 
with heavy loss, and could now do no more than maintain their own line. Further south, however, 
the 9th Division had overrun their objective and had penetrated nearly to Haisnes, while on their 
tight the 7th Division after capturing the Quarries were held up by the fortified village of Cité St. 
Elie. It was reported that the village could be captured if the 7th Division could be strengthened 
by additional troops. Accordingly orders were given for the 7th Division to be reinforced by 
those battalions of the 2nd Division which had not yet been involved in the attack. There were 
three such battalions available—the reserve battalions of the three Brigades of the 2nd Division. 
Those three battalions—the 2nd Worcestershire, lst Royal Berks and Ist K.R.R.C.—had so far 
suffered only slight casualties. They were ordered to move south as a temporary Brigade under 
Colonel Carter of the Kings Regiment. 

Those orders were issued by Ist Corps Headquarters at 9.30 p.m. on September 25th; but 
it is one thing to issue orders in the middle of a great battle, and another to make sure that the 
orders issued will be immediately transmitted and carried out. Not till 1.15 a.m. on September 
26th did the 2nd Worcestershire, in the dugouts behind Givenchy, receive orders that the Battalion 
would march to reach a given rendezvous by 9 a.m. “ to-morrow.” The order had been sent on 
from Brigade Headquarters at 12.55 a.m. and the ambiguity of its date caused considerable uncertainty 
which was increased by a faulty map reference (a). Not until 4 a.m. was it possible for the Battalion 
to move off. Then, in darkness and pouring rain, the 2nd Worcestershire trudged southwards 
through Annequin to Vermelles ; where at daybreak (b) the Worcestershire joined the other bat- 
talions of the improvised Brigade. The troops were ordered to take cover in the adjacent defences 
while plans were made. Cookers were brought up and hot tea was issued while the leaders of the 
improvised brigade conferred. 

During the night the situation had altered. A strong enemy counter-attack had driven 
back the troops of the 7th Division and had recaptured the Quarries. A confused struggle was 
even then in progress. It was decided that the troops of the 7th Division should retake their lost 
ground, after which Carter's Brigade would pass through them and take Cité St. Elie. So the 
troops of ‘“‘ Carter’s Force ’’ remained inactive, while in front of them the 7th Division fought, and 
on every side around them guns fired continuously. 


Hour after hour, the three battalions waited behind cover under a drizzling rain (c). Midday 
came before any orders were received. Then came word that the weary troops of the 7th Division 
had failed to regain the lost ground: “ Carter’s Force ’’ would pass through them and would attack 
the Quarries: the 2nd Worcestershire would lead the attack. 

At 1 p.m. the Battalion filed into a big communication trench at Vermelles. The trench 
was a very long one and progress along it was difficult. The troops were carrying heavy loads (a) 
and were hampered by wearing gas-masks; for several leaking gas-cylinders were lying in the 


(a) ‘* A.6.11.52 " (sic) instead of “ L.6.a.5.2." The point given in the order lay behind the enemy’s lines. (6) 6 a.m. 
(c) While waiting, under cover. the Battalion was entertained by one of the Band with a cornet solo—" like a Theatre 
queue.” (d2) For example, many weighty boxes of bombs. 
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28th Sept. 1915. THE BATTLE OF LOOS. 


trench. Crowds of wounded men were sheltering in the trench or making their way back, and 
other parties of all kinds impeded the advance. One by one the Worcestershire companies reached 
the forward lines, but not until 4.45 p.m. did the rearmost platoon get clear of the communication 
trench, Then the Battalion deployed for attack, behind the original British front line. In front 
of them was a wide stretch of open ground—the former ‘‘No Man’s Land ’’—on the far side of which 
was the old German front line, occupied by troops of the 7th Division. Still further forward on 
slightly rising ground a tangle of broken ground marked the near edge of the Quarries, the objective 
of the attack. 

The Battalion deployed in four ‘ waves ’—‘‘C”’ and “D”’ Companies leading, “A” and 
“B” following, each company being formed in two lines (a). Colonel Lambton gave the signal, 
and the advance began. 


With bayonets fixed, the companies of the 2nd Worcestershire swept forward (6) across 
the open, wave after wave, in splendid order. The platoons came under a heavy fire as they reached 
the old German front line. That trench was found to be wide and deep, crowded with disorganised 
or wounded men of the 7th Division. The Worcestershire platoons made their way through the 
crowd and re-formed on the other side after a short delay, during which Colonel Lambton, accom- 
panied by Major Wainman and the Medical Officer, Captain Carrington, coolly walked up and 
down the parapet under a heavy fire, directing the reorganisation of the attack. Major-General T. 
Capper, commanding the 7th Division, appeared in the trench and assisted in the direction of the 
fight. When the two leading companies had got clear of the trench, Colonel Lambton again signalled 
the advance. 

At that period, battalions had been trained to advance to the attack across open ground 
by successive short rushes of small squads, alternately firing and then dashing forward ; and it was 
in that manner that the companies pushed on up the gentle slope towards the position held by the 
enemy. The German rifles and machine-guns opened a devastating fire. Officers and men went 
down in rapid succession under a hail of bullets. On the left flank Major P. S. G. Wainman led 
his men forward, waving his stick till he fell riddled with bullets. Further to the right, General 
Capper himself rushed forward with one of the Worcestershire platoons (c), cheering them on until he 
was hit and fell mortally wounded. But the survivors of the Worcestershire platoons dashed forward. 
The leading groups reached a line of broken chalk, a half-dug trench within two hundred yards of 
the enemy’s position. There they flung themselves down. The tactics of the day prescribed 
that at such a point a strong firing-line should be “ built up,” to master the enemy’s musketry 
and make possible the final assault with the bayonet. So the leading platoons fired their fastest at 
the tumbled mounds of chalk ahead, while, squad after squad, the survivors of the following “ waves ”’ 
tushed up and threw themselves down in such cover as was afforded by the half-made trench. A 
tagged firing line had been built up and the subalterns were calculating the minute at which to 
lead their men forward to the assault, when orders came to stop the attack. A staff officer (d), 
conspicuous by the red band on his cap, dashed up to the firing-line and made his way along it, telling 
all to stand fast. 

The enemy had previously recaptured the Quarries by virtue of their superiority in bombs ; 
of which they had an ample supply. The bombs of the 7th Division had been so depleted that 
there was little hope of holding the Quarries even if the attack should succeed in entering the 
enemy’s position. Up to the moment of the attack it had been hoped that fresh stores of bombs 
might be received: but those fresh stores had not arrived, and in their absence it had been decided 
to stop the attack. Unfortunately the decision had been made too late, and the message had failed 
to reach the battalions of “‘ Carter’s Force” in time to prevent their advance. 

The survivors of the 2nd Worcestershire held their ground opposite the enemy’s line during 
the remaining hours of daylight, keeping up a steady fire and throwing up such cover as was possible 
with the small entrenching implements which they carried. On the left of the Battalion two 
companies of the K.R.R.C. came up and prolonged the line from the point marked “78” on the 
British maps to the communication trench known as “ St. Elie Avenue.” In that latter trench a 
sharp bombing fight took place until at last the trench was cleared and blocked. 

Night fell amid pouring rain, and it became possible to collect the wounded and count the 
loss. Of the 2nd Worcestershire nearly half had fallen—13 officers (e) and more than 300 N.C.O’s. 


(a) The machine-gun section advanced in rear of the companies. 

\) “ At a steady double,” according to the Battalion Diary ; but that pace was not maintained throughout. 

‘c) The platoon commanded by 2/Lt. E. C. Barton. 

{d) Believed to have been Captain G. L. Grossman, (W. Yorks.) Brigade-Major of the 21st Brigade. 4 

'e) Killed.—Major P. S. G. Wainman, Lieut. G. H. J. Daubeney, 2/Lt. L. H. Oldham, Capt. E. W. Carrington. 
Wounded.—Capt. C. L. Armitage D.S.O., Capt. C. K. O. B. Giffey, Capt. E. S. Aplin, Lieut. E. Lattey, Lieut. 
R. F. Barker, Lieut. G. L. L. Walters, 2/Lt. H. G. L. Ward, 2/Lt. C. O. Neale. 
Wounded and missing.—Lieut. C. C. Henry. (afterwards assumed to have been killed). 
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and mcn. The 2nd-in-Command, all four Company Commanders, the Machine-Gun Officer, the 
Medical Officer and three out of the four Company-Sergeant-Majors were casualties. Of the officers 
of the Battalion there now remained only the C.O., the Adjutant, and six young 2nd Lieutenants 
to command the four companies, which between them could muster some five hundred N.C.O’s. 
and men. All through the night the stretcher-bearers worked across the field of battle, searching 
for the wounded amid intermittent rifle and machine-gun fire (a), whilst the fighting troops laboured 
to improve the half-dug trench and to protect their front by a wire entanglement. The Chaplain, 
the Rev. J. R. Stewart, earned general admiration by arriving in the front-line, leading a small 
party carrying cans of hot tea and jars of rum, which he personally distributed all along the line. 


All night (6) officers and men worked hard, and by dawn the new line was fairly consolidated. 


On the left flank a deep communication trench ran forward from the position of the Battalion to 


the enemy’s line, and at 5 a.m. a strong German bombing party advanced along that trench. A 
sharp fight ensued, cvidently as a preliminary to a general attack, for bayonets were seen bristling 
up from the cnemy’s parapet all along the line. The Worcestershire companies opened rapid fire, 
the bombers in the communication trench were driven back after a determined fight (c) and for 
the moment the danger passed. 

As the light grew it became possible to take stock of the situation. Close in front the enemy 
were holding the broken ground of the Quarries, while behind their lines could be seen the ruined 
houses of Cité St. Elie and a big Pithead called “ Puits 13.” To the left was ‘‘ Fosse 8’ marked 
by a great ugly slagheap which, little more than a thousand yards away, dominated all the sur- 
rounding country. There heavy fighting was in progress, amid bursting shells which made the 
slagheap resemble a volcano. About 7 a.in. our troops there were discerned to be falling back 
and all ranks watched the slagheap with anxiety. Little could be seen amid the smoke of the shells 
and no definite news came through but the situation was obviously dangerous. 

Soon after midday came orders that the other two battalions of “ Carter's Force’ would 
attack the Quarries, passing through the line held by the Worcestershire ; but subsequently those 
orders were postponed before they could be carried out. Throughout the day sharp firing was kept 
up between the Worcestershire trenches and those of the enemy in the Quarries; but no further 
attack was made by the enemy until the afternoon. Then once again German bombers fought 
their way forward up the communication trench on the left flank. The fight continued until 
Coy.-Sergt.-Major E. Welch, after a bold reconnaissance, mounted a machine-gun in a position to 
enfilade the trench and shot down most of the bombers (a). 

About 4 p.m. our troops to the left were seen to be moving forward again over the slagheap. 
Then came a warning that strong hostile reinforcements were advancing from the east. Darkness 
closed in, and once more all ranks laboured to improve their defences and to cut a trench to the 
right to communicate with “ Breslau Avenue.” By that time all ranks of the Battalion were 
becoming exhausted from the continuous exposure and the want of sleep and food; for they had 
eaten nothing since the previous noon. Urgent messages were sent back and at last, about midnight, 
rations were got up to the Battalion ; together with “a very welcome issue”’ of rum. 


After a night of heavy work and continuous firing, the Battalion, next morning, was in a con- 
dition to report that the position was fairly well consolidated and was strong enough to beat off 
an ordinary attack. The spirit of the Battalion was as high as ever, and when during the morning 
some smoke-candles, which were lit in the Battalion’s trenches to signal the position to our aeroplanes, 
were seen to cause a panic among the Germans in the Quarries (e), it is recorded that the sight 
“caused our men much amusement, and we opened rifle and machine-gun fire on them (f).”” 

Apart from that incident there was little to cheer the Battalion during the day of September 
28th. The rain fell, soaking and imiserable, and the newly dug trenches filled with water. The 
German artillery fire was most trying, although optimists in the Battalion trenches noted with glee 
that “the enemy dropped 12 heavy shells on their own front line.” To the left ‘“‘ Fosse 8’’ was 
still the centre of a desperate and obscure struggle, and during the afternoon word came that the 
Roval Berkshire, the reserve battalion of ‘ Carter’s Force,’ would attack the slagheap from 
__the south. That effort ae and athe ee thenceforward emained in the ences hands. 


awarded a tae to his D. c. M. 

(b) At lOp.m. the Battalion was heartened by a message from General Gough, the Corps Commander, saying, 
“Please express my pleasure with Colonel Carte'rs Brigade for their gallant attack on the Quarries and 
convey my appreciation to them, more especially the Worcestershire, and hope they will continue to 
maintain all they have won.” 

(c) In the consolidation of the position, splendid work was done by Sergt. D.C. Sumner, who had gallantly led his company 
forward after all the officers were hit. He was ably assisted by Sergt. J. Birch. Both were awarded the D.C.M. 

(d) Sergt. H. Boyd, Sergt. H. Shepherd, L./Cpls., W. Coombes and J. Morris all greatly helped in the enemy’s repulse. 
They and C.S.M. Welch were awarded the D.C.M. 

(e) ‘* They were seen to hastily don smoke-helmets and respirators, and excitement prevailed for 5 or 10 minutes 
amongst them.” (/) Battalion Diary. 
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Sept. Od. 1915. : THE BATTLE OF LOOS. 


Another night of battle followed, with continual firing and drenching rain, through which 
suared upwards the illuminating flares of the opposing forces. Up to the Battalion line in the midst 
of that pandemonium came a new 2nd Lieutenant from home (a), raising to seven the number of 
available company officers. 

At dawn of September 29th came a fresh attack against the left flank. Once more German bombers 
came on along the communication trench. Coy.-Sergt.-Major Welch maintained his machine-gun 
in action under a heavy fire, but the eneiny gained ground, forcing back the bombers of the 
Battalion and of the K.R.R.C. until Colonel Lambton took command of the situation and ordered 
a charge over the parapet. Leaping up into the open, Worcestershire lads and Riflemen together 
attacked the bombers from above with bullet and bayonet. After a short and desperate fight 
the enemy were driven back. By 8 a.m. the attack was at an end. 

All day long the enemy shelled the position of the Battalion with big high explosive shells, 
and officers and men, now completely worn out, held on in such cover as they could obtain. At 
last during the afternoon came a welcome message (b) that the 2nd Worcestershire would be relieved 
that night. 

Sot until after midnight (September 29th—30th) did the relieving battalion, the 2nd Kings 
Own (c), reach the front line. The Worcestershire companies filed out of the trenches and made 
their way back across the battlefield. | Much firing was still in progress, and it was difficult to 
find the way amid the general confusion. 

It was full daylight before the last platoons of the Battalion reached their appointed rendezvous 
at Verinelles. Then began a long march back to billets at Essars. On the way a halt was called 
and a meal was issued of hot tea with rum, bread and cheese—a meal much appreciated by the 
exhausted troops. About 8 a.m. Essars was reached and the troops found billets. Old soldiers 
and young subalterns alike were utterly worn out, and “the remainder of the day,” records the 
Battalion Diary, ‘‘ was spent in sleep.” 


The 2nd Worcestershire remained at Essars till after midday of the following day (October 
Ist). In the meantime the fortune of battle had changed. Strong German counter-attacks had 
retaken the Slagneap of ‘‘ Fosse 8’ and had then regained the Hohenzollern Redoubt. Further 
south a German counter-attack from Cité St. Elic had regained part of Gun Trench. It was decided 
that the 2nd Division should relieve the 7th Division at Gun Trench and should regain the lost 
Position. 

At 2 p.m. on October Ist the 2nd Worcestershire, once more in fighting trim, marched south- 
ward again to Vermelles and there rejciued the Sth Brigade. At 8 p.m. the Brigade moved forward 
and relieved the 21st Brigade astride the Vermelles—Hulluch road. The Worcestershire were in 
the second-line trenches north of the road, the companies being disposed in the original German 
front line andin Breslau Avenue. In front of them the 2nd H.L.I. were in part of the disputed 
Gun Trench. It was intended to drive the enemy from that trench on the following night. 

Tie attack was commenced by the H.L.I. on the evening of October 2nd (@). It was a wild 
night of wind, rain, and heavy firing. The artillery of both sides bombarded the area incessantly, 
and between the crashes of the shells could be heard the reports of bursting bombs as the H.L.I. 
struggled to regain the lost trench. All night the Worcestershire waited for orders to join in the 
fight, but orders to advance were nut reccived. Presently it was known that the attack had failed. 

Next day was “ very unpleasant ”’ according to the Battalion Diary ; for the enemy shelled 
the position very heavily (e). There was talk of a renewed attack, but eventually word came that 
the 2nd Division would be replaced in the line by the Guards Division. Not till after midnight did 
the relieving battalion (f) arrive, and it was daylight before the last platoon of the Worcestershire 
cleared the communication trenches. The Battalion marched back to billets at Bethune, and 
thence next day they movcd again to Essars. A week’s rest followed. Their part in the Battle of 
Loos was over (g). 


While the 2nd Battalion had been fighting, the 10th Battalion had been chafing in reserve. 
The 57th Brigade remained at Locon from September 26th to Septumber 29th, awaiting the order 
to advance and once, on the cvening of the 27th, moving forward as far as Le Hamel ; but no fighting 
fellto their share. The idea of a renewed attack north of the La Bassée Canal had been abandoned, 
and on September 29th the 10th Worcestershire peacefully relieved the 7th East Lancashire in the 
trench-line facing Rue d’Ouvert. 


(a) 2'Lieut. E. H. Holland, arriving to report for duty. 

‘) From the 22nd Brigade, to which since the previous day the command of Colonel Carter’s three battalions had 
been transferred. (c) Of the 83rd Brigade. 

'd) On the 2nd Octuber 2/Lieut. S. A. T. Taylor and 2/Lieut. A. H. Popert joined. 

(e) On the 3rd October Captain G. E. G. McClellan joined from the Ist Battalion. (f) 4th Grenadier Guards. 

'g) For gallantry in the battle of Loos Captain C. H. Ralston (Adjutant) was subsequently awarded the M.C. 
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Further north the Ist Battalion had been in reserve to the subsidiary attack made by the 
8th Division. During the four days preliminary bombardment of the German trenches, the Battalion 
had been holding the front-line trenches from which the attack was to be delivered. All ranks 
had worked their hardest under continuous shell-fire to prepare the trenches for the attack. On 
September 24th, to the great regret of all ranks, Coy.-Sergt.-Major H. Edwards, D.C.M., was killed ; 
“a great loss to the Battalion, as he was a trusted Warrant Officer of proved courage (a). Apart 
from that loss the casualties were not heavy (b). 

After dark on September 24th the Battalions detailed for the attack, the Royal Berkshire 
and Kings Royal Rifles of the 25th Brigade, filed into the trenches. The Worcestershire marched 
back and settled down for the night in reserve trenches by Elbow Farm. Further to the eastward, 
the 2nd Northamptonshire were likewise in reserve at Bois Grenier. 


THE ACTION OF BOIS GRENIER. 


At 4 a.m. of September 25th the Ist Worcestershire stood to arms. Twenty-five minutes 
later the British batteries opened a sudden intense bombardment. The bombardment lasted for 
seven minutes ; then a dense smoke cloud was sent up from the British trenches to conceal movement, 
and the 25th Brigade advanced to the attack. 

In reserve, under cover, the Battalion waited and listened. The attack seemed to be 
going well. At about 8 a.m. came a demand for bombers, and the Battalion Grenadier Platoon (c) 
was ordered to join the 25th Brigade. The Grenadier Platoon, 36 strong under 2/Lieut. W. C. 
Wilson marched off into the fight. The remainder of the Battalion remained in their position 
under cover throughout the day. 

Not till the afternoon did the Grenadier Platoon rejoin the Battalion, coming back with 
only 21 men in all, many of whom were wounded. They reported that on arrival at the front line 
they had at once been sent up to the captured German trenches. There they found a confused 
bombing fight in progress, the enemy counter-attacking strongly down the various saps. Eventually 
the Platoon was isolated by a greater superior number of Germans “ who seemed to have an endless 
supply of bombs.” After throwing their last bomb the survivors fell back on the other troops. 
2/Lieut. Wilson and 15 men were lost ; their fate was unknown. 

In the evening came news that the attack, successful at first, had eventually been driven back 
to our original trenches. After dark came orders for the Worcestershire and the Northamptonshire 
te Hera the assaulting troops and to construct a new trench across the re-entrant in the British line 

‘see plan). 

All through the night the Battalion laboured, under a sharp fire which caused several 
casualties, and by dawn the new trench was fit for occupation. It was shelled by the enemy and 
several men were hit, but the work was sound and was made permanent. 

The Battalion remained in those same trenches until September 30th. Then they were 
telieved by the 2nd East Lancashire (d), and marched back to billets at Fleurbaix. 

Thenceforward that sector of the line settled down into a peacefulness which remained unbroken 
for many months. Both sides were too busy on other fronts to spare much artillery ammunition 
in bombardments around Bois Grenier. Apart from a little sniping fire all activity ceased, and the 
next tour in the front line (¢) cost the Ist Worcestershire only one man wounded. Thus matters 
remained until the middle of October, when the 24th Brigade moved back from the line for a short 
rest in billets at Estaires. 


In the Ypres Salient the subsidiary action intended to assist the major operation at Loos 
took the form of an attack by the 3rd and 14th Divisions on the German positions at Bellewaerde, 
Hooge and Sanctuary Wood. The 7th Brigade in the centre section of this attack, at Hooge itself, 
was ordered to attack with two battalions, the 2nd South Lancashire and 2nd Royal Irish Rifles, 
in front line, the Ist Wiltshire in support and the 3rd Worcestershire in reserve. 

The 3rd Worcestershire had been holding the Hooge trenches from the 19th to the 28rd 
September under continuous shell-fire, working hard to prepare the trenches for the attack. The 
Battalion was relieved on the evening of September 23rd by the Ist Gordons, and moved back to 


(a) Battalion Diary. (b) One N.C.O, and one man wounded, from 2]st-23rd September. 

(c) See page 116. 

(d) The total casualties of the Battalion during September had been 2 officers (2/Lieut. W. C. Wilson killed, Captain 
C. F. G. Crawford wounded) and 48 other ranks. 

(e) October I4th-17th. Billets of the Battalion during that period were :—October Ist-4th Fleurbaix. October 
8th-1Uth outskirts of Sailly-sur-Lys. October 10th-14th, Rue du Quesne. October 17th-18th Sailly-sur-Lys- 
October 18th—23rd Estaires. 
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bivouac near Dickebusch (a); whence on the following evening the Battalion marched to the 3rp 
allotted reserve position on the Canal Bank south of Ypres. 

Before dawn on September 25th the darkness was broken by the flashes of the opening bom- 
bardment. The 3rd Worcestershire were roused in their reserve trenches, and heard the dull 
explosions of several mines. All day long the Battalion waited, while conflicting reports came 
in as to the course of the swaying fight in front. Not until the afternoon was it definitely known 
that after much hard fighting the attacking troops had been forced to fall back to their own trenches. 
The attack had been abandoned (b). That evening came orders for the Battalion to go up into 
the line, and shortly before midnight the 3rd Worcestershire took over the trenches at Hooge from 
the Ist Gordons. The Highland battalion had suffered very severely and the trenches were in a 
lamentable condition, broken everywhere by shell holes and littered with dead. The Worces- 
teshire worked hard during the night and the following day, and by the evening of September 
Yith the defences were again in fair order. Then the Battalion was relieved by the Ist 
Northumberland Fusiliers and marched back down the Menin Road to billets at Busseboom (c). 

They were not left long in reserve. On the evening of September 29th the Germans sprang 
amine in Sanctuary Wood and attacked in darkness and heavy rain. The enemy stormed and 
held the British front line. All next day a confused fight continued, and that night the 3rd Worces- 
tershire and the H.A.C. were detached from the 7th Brigade and were sent up from reserve to the 
point of danger. The 3rd Worcestershire relieved the 4th Middlesex in a half-dug line of new 
venches among the shattered tree stumps of Sanctuary Wood. The Battalion held those trenches, 
fighting continuously (d), until the evening of October 8th. Then the Middlesex battalion again 
tuok over the line and the Worcestershire marched back to Busseboom. 

Meanwhile the 7th Brigade with its remaining battalions had been sent off to the right flank 
of the Ypres Salient to the assistance of the 46th (North Midland) Division. The Brigade had 
taken over trenches near Hill 60. After a short rest the 3rd Worcestershire and H.A.C. rejoined 
their Brigade in that part of the line, and the Battalion held the front trenches near that famous 
hillock for three days (e). Then the 7th Brigade was withdrawn, and the 3rd Worcestershire once 
more marched back to bivouac at Busseboom, 


During October it was realised by the Allied Commanders that the offensive initiated on 
September 25th had failed to achieve a decisive result. South of the British front, the French in 
Artcis had failed to capture the Vimy Ridge, nor had their attacks in Champagne effected any 
strategic success. Reluctantly it was decided to postpone further action on a large scale, and to 
devote all energies to consolidating the ground gained (/). 


In the centre of the Loos battlefield sharp fighting still went on around the Hohenzollern 2NnD 
Redoubt, which neither side was willing to relinquish. In that fighting the Guards Division and 
other troops became heavily engaged, and in order to assist them the 2nd Division was ordered 
to take over a portion of their line with one of its Brigades. The 5th Brigade was detailed, and 
on October 1Uth the Brigade moved forward from the rest billets around Essars and took over 
trenches to the north of the Hohenzollern Redoubt with two of its battalions. The 2nd Worcester- 
shire, were in Brigade reserve and lay for the ensuing four days in billets by Annequin, without 
inadent save for the capture on October 11th of a large German aeroplane which made a forced 
landing within half a mile of the position of the Battalion. On the 13th the Battalion bombers (g) 
Were sent up to assist a big attack in front. No success was gained and the Worcestershire bombers 
suffered the loss of their two leaders, 2/Lieut. E. P. Lester and Sergt. A. Maund. 

On the morning of October 14th the 2nd Worcestershire moved forward into support trenches 
about Cambrin. Four days later the Battalion relieved the 2nd Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry in the Brigade front line. 

To their right the fighting around the Hohenzollern was dying down, but the whole position 


'd) Casualties—3 officers (2/Lieut. C. E. W. Kauntze on October Ist, 2/Lieut. E. E. Vaile on October Sth, 2/Lieut. 
A. M. Scougall on October 7th), and 5 men killed, 17 N.C.O’s. and men wounded. 

( Casualties—1 officer (2/Lieut. K. L. Spiers) and 7 men wounded. 

J; For good work on the ff during the battles of 1915 the following decorations were subsequently awarded :— 
The 1).S.0. to Major F. St. J. Tyrwhitt and to Captain W. J. Dugan. The M.C. to Captain M. R. Walsh, 
Captain C. S. Linton, Captain E. L. G. Lawrence and Captain H. McCombie. Major and Qmr. A. Whitty of 
the 3rd Battalion was awarded the D.S.O. 

{s) The ‘* Grenadier platoon ” renamed—sce page 116. 

On October 19th the Adjutant, Captain Ralston, while making a reconnaissance for a new trench was taken for 
a spy by the Coldstream Guards. Not till an hour later was he marched under escort to Battalion Head- 
quarters: and liberated: ‘‘ this was a very annoying circumstance as it delayed the work for two hours.” 
—Battalion Diary. 
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and men. The 2nd-in-Command, all four Company Commanders, the Machine-Gun Officer, the 
Medical Officer and three out of the four Company-Sergeant-Majors were casualties. Of the officers 
of the Battalion there now remained only the C.O., the Adjutant, and six young 2nd Lieutenants 
to command the four companies, which between them could muster some five hundred N.C.O’s. 
and men. All through the night the stretcher-bearers worked across the field of battle, searching 
for the wounded amid intermittent rifle and machine-gun fire (a), whilst the fighting troops laboured 
to improve the half-dug trench and to protect their front by a wire entanglement. The Chaplain, 
the Rev. J. R. Stewart, earned general admiration by arriving in the front-line, leading a small 
party carrying cans of hot tea and jars of rum, which he personally distributed all along the line. 


All night (6) officers and men worked hard, and by dawn the new line was fairly consolidated. 
On the left flank a deep communication trench ran forward from the position of the Battalion to 


‘the enemy’s line, and at 5 a.m. a strong German bombing party advanced along that trench. A 


sharp fight ensued, cvidently as a preliminary to a general attack, for bayonets were seen bristling 
up from the cnemy’s parapet all along the line. The Worcestershire companies opened rapid fire, 
the bombers in the communication trench were driven back after a determined fight (c) and for 
the moment the danger passed. 

As the light grew it became possible to take stock of the situation. Close in front the enemy 
were holding the broken ground of the Quarries, while behind their lines could be seen the ruined 
houses of Cité St. Elie and a big Pithead called “ Puits 13.” To the left was “‘ Fosse 8’ marked 
by a great ugly slagheap which, little more than a thousand yards away, dominated all the sur- 
rounding country. There heavy fighting was in progress, amid bursting shells which made the 
slagheap resemble a volcano. About 7 a.in. our troops there were discerned to be falling back 
and all ranks watched the slagheap with anxiety. Little could be seen amid the smoke of the shells 
and no definite news came through but the situation was obviously dangerous. 

Soon after midday came orders that the other two battalions of “ Carter’s Force” would 
attack the Quarries, passing through the line held by the Worcestershire ; but subsequently those 
orders were postponed before they could be carried out. Throughout the day sharp firing was kept 
up between the Worcestershire trenches and those of the enemy in the Quarries; but no further 
attack was made by the enemy until the afternoon. Then once again German bombers fought 
their way forward up the communication trench on the left flank. The fight continued until 
Coy.-Sergt.-Major E. Welch, after a bold reconnaissance, mounted a machine-gun in a position to 
enfilade the trench and shot down most of the bombers (d). 

About 4 p.m. our troops to the left were seen to be moving forward again over the slagheap. 
Then came a warning that strong hostile reinforcements were advancing from the east. Darkness 
closed in, and once more all ranks laboured to improve their defences and to cut a trench to the 
tight to communicate with “ Breslau Avenue.” By that time all ranks of the Battalion were 
becoming exhausted from the continuous exposure and the want of sleep and food; for they had 
eaten nothing since the previous noon. Urgent messages were sent back and at last, about midnight, 
tations were got up to the Battalion ; together with “a very welcome issue ’’ of rum. 


After a night of heavy work and continuous firing, the Battalion, next morning, was in a con- 
dition to report that the position was fairly well consolidated and was strong enough to beat off 
an ordinary attack. The spirit of the Battalion was as high as ever, and when during the morning 
some smoke-candles, which were lit in the Battalion’s trenches to signal the position to our aeroplanes, 
were seen to cause a panic among the Germans in the Quarries (e), it is recorded that the sight 
“caused our men much amusement, and we opened rifle and machine-gun fire on them (f).” 

Apart from that incident there was little to cheer the Battalion during the day of September 
28th. The rain fell, soaking and miserable, and the newly dug trenches filled with water. The 
German artillery fire was most trying, although optimists in the Battalion trenches noted with glee 
that ‘‘ the enemy dropped 12 heavy shells on their own front line.” To the left “ Fosse 8’ was 
still the centre of a desperate and obscure struggle, and during the afternoon word came that the 
Royal Berkshire, the reserve battalion of “ Carter's Force,’ would attack the slagheap from 
the south. That effort failed, and the slagheap thenceforward remained in the enemy's hands. 


(a) The work of the stretcher-bearers was directed with great bravery “by Sergt. R. Baldwin, who was afterwards 
awarded a bar to his D.C.M. 

(b) At lOp.m. the Battalion was heartened by a message from General Gough, the Corps Commander, saying, 
“ Please express my pleasure with Colonel Carte’rs Brigade for their gallant attack on the Quarries and 
convey my appreciation to, them, more especially the Worcestershire, and hope they will continue to 
maintain all they have won.’ 

(c) In the consolidation of the position, splendid work was done by Sergt. D.C. Sumner, who had gallantly led his company 
forward after all the officers were hit. He was ably assisted by Sergt. J. Birch. Both were awarded the D.C.M. 

(d) Sergt. H. Boyd, Sergt. H. Shepherd, L./Cpls., W. Coombes and J. Morris all greatly helped in the enemy’s repulse. 

y and C.S.M. Welch were awarded the D.C.M. 

(e) ‘* They were seen to hastily don smoke-helmets and respirators, and excitement prevailed for 6 or 10 minutes 
amongst them.” (f) Battalion Diary. 
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Another night of battle followed, with continual firing and drenching rain, through which 
suared upwards the illuminating flares of the opposing forces. Up to the Battalion line in the midst 
of that pandemonium came a new 2nd Lieutenant from home (a), raising to seven the number of 
available company officers. 

At dawn of September 29th came a fresh attack against the left flank. Once more German bombers 
came on along the communication trench. Coy.-Sergt.-Major Welch maintained his machine-gun 
in action under a heavy fire, but the enemy gained ground, forcing back the bombers of the 
Battalion and of the K.R.R.C. until Colonel Lambton took command of the situation and ordered 
a charge over the parapet. Leaping up into the open, Worcestershire lads and Riflemen together 
attacked the bombers from above with bullet and bayonet. After a short and desperate fight 
the enemy were driven back. By 8 a.m. the attack was at an end. 

All day long the enemy shelled the position of the Battalion with big high explosive shells, 
and officers and men, now completely worn out, held on in such cover as they could obtain. At 
last during the afternoon caine a welcome message (b) that the 2nd Worcestershire would be relieved 
that night. 

Not until after midnight (September 29th—3vth) did the relieving battalion, the 2nd Kings 
Own (c), reach the front line. The Worcestershire companies filed out of the trenches and made 
their way back across the battlefield. | Much firing was still in progress, and it was difficult to 
find the way amid the general confusion. 

It was full daylight before the last platoons of the Battalion reached their appointed rendezvous 
at Vermelles. Then began a long march back to billets at Essars. On the way a halt was called 
and a meal was issued of hot tea with rum, bread and cheese—a meal much appreciated by the 
exhausted troops. About 8 a.m. Essars was reached and the troops found billets. Old soldiers 
and young subalterns alike were utterly worn out, and “the remainder of the day,” records the 
Battalion Diary, ‘‘ was spent in sleep.” 


The 2nd Worcestershire remained at Essars till after midday of the following day (October 
Ist). In the meantime the fortune of battle had changed. Strong German counter-attacks had 
tetaken the Slagheap of “ Fusse 8’’ and had then regained the Hohenzollern Redoubt. Further 
south a German counter-attack from Cité St. Elic had regained part of Gun Trench. It was decided 
that the 2nd Division should relieve the 7th Division at Gun Trench and should regain the lost 
Position. 

At 2 p.m. on October Ist the 2nd Worcestershire, once more in fighting trim, marched south- 
ward again to Vermelles and there rejciued the Sth Brigade. At 8 p.m. the Brigade moved forward 
and relieved the 2Ist Brigade astride the Vermelles—Hulluch road. The Worcestershire were in 
the second-line trenches north of the road, the companies being disposed in the original German 
front line and in Breslau Avenue. In front of them the 2nd H.L.I. were in part of the disputed 
Gun Trench. It was intended to drive the enemy from that trench on the following night. 

Tie attack was commenced by the H.L.I. on the evening of October 2nd (@). It was a wild 
night of wind, rain, and heavy firing. The artillery of both sides bombarded the area incessantly, 
and between the crashes of the shells could be heard the reports of bursting bombs as the H.L.I. 
struggled to regain the lost trench. All night the Worcestershire waited for orders to join in the 
fight, but orders to advance were not reccived. Presently it was known that the attack had failed. 

Next day was “ very unpleasant ’’ according to the Battalion Diary ; for the enemy shelled 
the position very heavily (¢). There was talk of a renewed attack, but eventually word came that 
the 2nd Division would be replaced in the line by the Guards Division. Not till after midnight did 
the relieving battalicn (f) arrive, and it was daylight before the last platoon of the Worcestershire 
cleared the communication trenches. The Battalion marched back to billets at Bethune, and 
thence next day they movcd again to Essars. A week's rest followed. Their part in the Battle of 
Loos was over (g). 


While the 2nd Battalion had been fighting, the 10th Battalion had been chafing in reserve. 
The 57th Brigade remained at Locon from September 26th to September 29th, awaiting the order 
to advance and once, on the cvening of the 27th, moving forward as far as Le Hamel ; but no fighting 
fellto their share. The idea of a renewed attack north of the La Bassée Canal had been abandoned, 
and on September 29th the 10th Worcestershire peacefully relieved the 7th East Lancashire in the 
trench-line facing Rue d’Ouvert. 


(a) 2/Lieut. E. H. Holland, arriving to report for duty. 

') From the 22nd Brigade, to which since the previous day the command of Colonel Carter's three battalions had 
been transferred. (c) Of the 83rd Brigade. 

{d) On the 2nd October 2/Lieut. S$. A. T. Taylor and 2/Lieut. A. H. Popert joined. 

{e) On the 3rd October Captain G. E. G. McClellan joined from the Ist Battalion. (f) 4th Grenadier Guards. 

(g) For gallantry in the battle of Loos Captain C. H. Ralston (Adjutant) was subsequently awarded the M.C. 
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Further north the Ist Battalion had been in reserve to the subsidiary attack made by the 
8th Division. During the four days preliminary bombardment of the German trenches, the Battalion 
had been holding the front-line trenches from which the attack was to be delivered. All ranks 
had worked their hardest under continuous shell-fire to prepare the trenches for the attack. On 
September 24th, to the great regret of all ranks, Coy.-Sergt.-Major H. Edwards, D.C.M., was killed ; 
“a great loss to the Battalion, as he was a trusted Warrant Officer of proved courage (a). Apart 
from that loss the casualties were not heavy (8). 

After dark on September 24th the Battalions detailed for the attack, the Royal Berkshire 
and Kings Royal Rifles of the 25th Brigade, filed into the trenches. The Worcestershire marched 
back and settled down for the night in reserve trenches by Elbow Farm. Further to the eastward, 
the 2nd Northamptonshire were likewise in reserve at Bois Grenier. 


THE ACTION OF BOIS GRENIER. 


At 4 a.m. of September 25th the Ist Worcestershire stood to arms. Twenty-five minutes 
later the British batteries opened a sudden intense bombardment. The bombardment lasted for 
seven minutes ; then a dense smoke cloud was sent up from the British trenches to conceal movement, 
and the 25th Brigade advanced to the attack. 

In reserve, under cover, the Battalion waited and listened. The attack seemed to be 
going well. At about 8 a.m. came a demand for bombers, and the Battalion Grenadier Platoon (c) 
was ordered to join the 25th Brigade. The Grenadier Platoon, 36 strong under 2/Lieut. W. C. 
Wilson marched off into the fight. The remainder of the Battalion remained in their position 
under cover throughout the day. 

Not till the afternoon did the Grenadier Platoon rejoin the Battalion, coming back with 
only 21 men in all, many of whom were wounded. They reported that on arrival at the front line 
they had at once been sent up to the captured German trenches. There they found a confused 
bombing fight in progress, the enemy counter-attacking strongly down the various saps. Eventually 
the Platoon was isolated by a greater superior number of Germans ‘‘ who seemed to have an endless 
supply of bombs.” After throwing their last bomb the survivors fell back on the other troops. 
2/Lieut. Wilson and 15 men were lost ; their fate was unknown. 

In the evening came news that the attack, successful at first, had eventually been driven back 
to our original trenches. After dark came orders for the Worcestershire and the Northamptonshire 
to qeleve the assaulting troops and to construct a new trench across the re-entrant in the British line 
(see plan). 

All through the night the Battalion laboured, under a sharp fire which caused several 
casualties, and by dawn the new trench was fit for occupation. It was shelled by the enemy and 
several men were hit, but the work was sound and was made permanent. 

The Battalion remained in those same trenches until September 30th. Then they were 
telieved by the 2nd East Lancashire (d), and marched back to billets at Fleurbaix. 

Thenceforward that sector of the line settled down into a peacefulness which remained unbroken 
for many months. Both sides were too busy on other fronts to spare much artillery ammunition 
in bombardments around Bois Grenier. Apart from a little sniping fire all activity ceased, and the 
next tour in the front line (¢) cost the Ist Worcestershire only one man wounded. Thus matters 
remained until the middle of October, when the 24th Brigade moved back from the line for a short 
rest in billets at Estaires. 


In the Ypres Salient the subsidiary action intended to assist the major operation at Loos 
took the form of an attack by the 3rd and 14th Divisions on the German positions at Bellewaerde, 
Hooge and Sanctuary Wood. The 7th Brigade in the centre section of this attack, at Hooge itself, 
was ordered to attack with two battalions, the 2nd South Lancashire and 2nd Royal Irish Rifles, 
in front line, the lst Wiltshire in support and the 3rd Worcestershire in reserve. 

The 3rd Worcestershire had been holding the Hooge trenches from the 19th to the 28rd 
September under continuous shell-fire, working hard to prepare the trenches for the attack. The 
Battalion was relieved on the evening of September 23rd by the Ist Gordons, and moved back to 


(a) Battalion Diary. (b) One N.C.O. and one man wounded, from 2Ist-23rd September. 

(c) Sce page 116. 

{d) The total casualties of the Battalion during September had been 2 officers (2/Lieut. W. C. Wilson killed, Captain 
C. F. G. Crawford wounded) and 58 other ranks. 

(e) October 14th-17th. Billets of the Battalion during that period were :—October Ist-4th Fleurbaix. October 
8th-10th outskirts of Sailly-sur-Lys. October 1Uth-14th, Rue du Quesne. October 17th—-18th Sailly-sur-Lys. 
October 18th-23rd Estaires. 
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bivouac near Dickebusch (a); whence on the following evening the Battalion marched to the 3rp 
allotted reserve position on the Canal Bank south of Ypres. 

Before dawn on September 25th the darkness was broken by the flashes of the opening bom- 
bardment. The 3rd Worcestershire were roused in their reserve trenches, and heard the dull 
explosions of several mines. All day long the Battalion waited, while conflicting reports came 
in as to the course of the swaying fight in front. Not until the afternoon was it definitely known 
that after much hard fighting the attacking troops had been forced to fall back to their own trenches. 
The attack had been abandoned (6). That evening came orders for the Battalion to go up into 
the line, and shortly before midnight the 3rd Worcestershire took over the trenches at Hooge from 
the Ist Gordons. The Highland battalion had suffered very severely and the trenches were in a 
lamentable condition, broken everywhere by shell holes and littered with dead. The Worces- 
tershire worked hard during the night and the following day, and by the evening of September 
2th the defences were again in fair order. Then the Battalion was relieved by the Ist 
Northumberland Fusiliers and marched back down the Menin Road to billets at Busseboom (c). 

They were not left long in reserve. On the evening of September 29th the Germans sprang 
amine in Sanctuary Wood and attacked in darkness and heavy rain. The enemy stormed and 
held the British front line. All next day a confused fight continued, and that night the 3rd Worces- 
tushire and the H.A.C. were detached from the 7th Brigade and were sent up from reserve to the 
point of danger. The 3rd Worcestershire relieved the 4th Middlesex in a half-dug line of new 
trenches among the shattered tree stumps of Sanctuary Wood. The Battalion held those trenches, 
fighting continuously (@), until the evening of October 8th. Then the Middlesex battalion again 
tuok over the line and the Worcestershire marched back to Busseboom. 

Meanwhile the 7th Brigade with its remaining battalions had been sent off to the right flank 
of the Ypres Salient to the assistance of the 46th (North Midland) Division. The Brigade had 
taken over trenches near Hill 60. After a short rest the 3rd Worcestershire and H.A.C. rejoined 
their Brigade in that part of the line, and the Battalion held the front trenches near that famous 
hillock for three days (e). Then the 7th Brigade was withdrawn, and the 3rd Worcestershire once 
more marched back to bivouac at Busseboom. 


During October it was realised by the Allied Commanders that the offensive initiated on 
September 25th had failed to achieve a decisive result. South of the British front, the French in 
Artois had failed to capture the Vimy Ridge, nor had their attacks in Champagne effected any 
strategic success. Reluctantly it was decided to postpone further action on a large scale, and to 
devote all energies to consolidating the ground gained (f). 


In the centre of the Loos battletield sharp fighting still went on around the Hohenzollern 2nbD 
Redoubt, which neither side was willing to relinquish. In that fighting the Guards Division and 
other troops became heavily engaged, and in order to assist them the 2nd Division was ordered 
to take over a portion of their line with one of its Brigades. The 5th Brigade was detailed, and 
on October 10th the Brigade moved forward from the rest billets around Essars and took over 
trenches to the north of the Hohenzollern Redoubt with two of its battalions. The 2nd Worcester- 
shire, were in Brigade reserve and lay for the ensuing four days in billets by Annequin, without 
incident save for the capture on October 11th of a large German aeroplane which made a forced 
landing within half a mile of the position of the Battalion. On the 13th the Battalion bombers (g) 
Were sent up to assist a big attack in front. No success was gained and the Worcestershire bombers 
suffered the loss of their two leaders, 2/Lieut. E. P. Lester and Sergt. A. Maund. 

On the morning of October 14th the 2nd Worcestershire moved forward into support trenches 
about Cambrin. Four days later the Battalion relieved the 2nd Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry in the Brigade front line. 

To their right the fighting around the Hohenzollern was dying down, but the whole position 


(d) Casualties—3 officers (2/Lieut. C. E. W. Kauntze on October Ist, 2/Lieut. E. E. Vaile on October 5th, 2/Lieut. 
A.M. Scougall on October 7th), and 5 men killed, 17 N.C.O’s. and men wounded. 

(\ Casualties—1 officer (2/Lieut. K. L. Spiers) and 7 men wounded. 

{f) For good work on the Staff during the battles of 1915 the following decorations were subsequently awarded :— 
The D.S.O. to Major F. St. J. Tyrwhitt and to Captain W. J. Dugan. The M.C. to Captain M. R. Walsh, 
Captain C. S. Linton, Captain E. L. G. Lawrence and Captain H. McCombie. Major and Qmr. A. Whitty of 
the 3rd Battalion was awarded the D.S.O. 

() The ‘ Grenadier platoon ”’ renamed—see page 116. 

(h) On October 19th the Adjutant, Captain Ralston, while making a reconnaissance for a new trench was taken for 
a spy by the Coldstream Guards. Not till an hour later was he marched under escort to Battalion Head- 
quarters: and liberated: “ this was a very annoying circumstance as it delayed the work for two hours.” 
—Battalion Diary. 
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running in every direction made the defence precarious. Bombing went on day and night and 
all were kept on the alert. 

On October 20th the Regiment suffered a severe loss in the death of Captain G. E. G. 
McClellan, who was shot through the heart by a sniper while supervising his company at work in 
an exposed position. His loss was much felt, for he had many times inspired all who saw him 
by his courage and contempt of danger. 

That night the Hohenzollern Redoubt again blazed with fighting, as the Guards made another 
attack, gaining a few yards of trench at the cost of heavy loss. The 2nd Worcestershire stood to arms 
and did their best to co-operate by fire. Towards dawn the firing died down and the ensuing day 
(October 21st) was quiet. That afternoon the 5th Brigade were relieved by the 2nd Guards Brigade. 
The 2nd Worcestershire handed over their trenches to the Ist Scots Guards and then marched back 
into reserve. Their destination was changed several times, but finally the Battalion settled down 
at the Ecole des Jeunes Filles in Bethune. There they rested till October 23rd, when the Brigade 
moved westward and the Worcestershire marched to new billets in Gonnehem ; where the Battalion 
Temained until October 29th. 


On October 28th His Majesty The King reviewed at Hesdigneul a representative body of 
troops of the Ist Corps. The 2nd Worcestershire were one of the three battalions (a) selected to 
represent the 2nd Division. His Majesty was received with a Royal Salute and rode along the 
front of the line, closely inspecting the troops. Three cheers for the King were given and then, 
in pouring rain the battalions marched off to their billets. As the Battalion moved off the King’s 
horse slipped and fell, and His Majesty was injured. All ranks were glad subsequently to learn (4) 
that the injuries were not serious. 

On the following day (October 29th) the 5th Brigade again moved forward, to the sector 
about Cambrin, and the 2nd Worcestershire lay for three days in Brigade reserve billetted at Annequin 
just east of Bethune. There on the 3lst October was celebrated for the first time the anniversary 
of Gheluvelt. Each company held a concert in its billets and a good dinner was provided. 


In the afternoon of November 2nd the Battalion relieved the 2nd H.L.I. in the front trenches 
east of Cambrin and held those trenches, without any notable incident until November 6th. After 
four days in reserve (c) the Battalion moved forward to the front-line trenches on the right of those 
previously held. Those trenches were new to the Battalion. The relief was just complete, and 
officers and men were settling down into their positions in the gathering darkness, when a terrific 
explosion wrecked the front trenches. The enemy had sprung a mine in the centre of the Battalion’s 
line. About seventy yards of the front trenches of “‘D’’ Company were destroyed and a great 
crater was formed. As the debris of the explosion subsided, a searchlight flashed out from the 
German lines and lit up the scene. Machine-guns opened from the enemy’s line and a hail of bullets 
swept the wrecked trenches. A brave subaltern, 2nd Lieutenant R. F. Leacroft, scrambled out 
of the trench further to the right and made his way across the wreckage towards the crater to search 
for his men. He was seen for a moment vividly illuminated in the beam of the searchlight : then 
he fell, riddled with bullets. 

The explosion had buried several men of ‘‘ D’’ Company: some had completely disappeared, 
while others were up to their waists or their necks in the heaped mud. __ Rescue parties led by 2nd 
Lieutenant E. P. Bennett climbed over the debris and set to work to dig out the helpless men. The 
cold glare of the searchlight lit up the scene, and a German machine-gun fired rapidly from less 
than thirty yards away: but the work was continued until all the survivors were freed. 

A sharp bombing fight followed for the possession of the crater. Bombing continued all night, 
but by dawn the crater had been secured and the position was more or less normal. No further 
fighting resulted (d), though the damage done necessitated much hard work during the following 

ays. 

On November 13th the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved by the Ist Middlesex (e) and marched 
back to billets in Busnettes. 


To the northward of the Loos battle area the 10th Worcestershire spent October and November 
in the forward area, either in trenches between Richebourg |’Avoué and Festubert or in billets 


{a) The other two being Ist Cameronians and the 2nd South Staffordshire. 

(6) The Medical Officer of the 2nd Worcestershire attended His Majesty. 

(c) Battalion relieved 6th November by 2nd H.L.I. 6th-10th November Battalion billetted at Cambrin (6th/7th) 
and Beuvry (7th/10th). 

(d@) The losses of the Battalion in that fight were: killed 1 officer (2/Lieut. R. F. Leacroft) and 4 men, wounded 3 men, 
missing 4. In addition the shock of the explosion incapacitated 16 men, of whom 6 were sent to hospital 
2 Lieut. E. P. Bennett was subsequently awarded the M.C. 

(e) Of the 19th Brigade. 
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behind the line (a). October was peaceful enough, but November proved most trying. The trenches 
held were bombarded several times and there were several casualties, but far worse than the enemy’s 
shell-fire was the rain and the bitter cold. The troops suffered severely and in every direction 
trenches were damaged and blocked by the collapse of their walls. After three weeks of such hard- 
ship, all ranks were glad when orders were received for the 19th Division to move back into General 
Reserve. On the morning of November 25th the 57th Brigade marched westwards to Robecq 
and shortly after midday the 10th Worcestershire reached billets in cottages along the road from 
Robecq to Calonne. There the Battalion settled down to platoon and company training in cold 
and frosty weather. 

Ten days later that training was interrupted. The 19th Division was ordered back to the 
forward area; and relieved the 46th Division in the line between Richebourg l’Avoué and Neuve 
Chapelle. The 10th Worcestershire and 10th Royal Warwickshire held alternately trenches at 
Rchebourg l’Avoué and billets at Richebourg St. Vaast during most of December. 


In the Third Army area the Loos offensive had but little affected the routine of the 48th 
Division. The British artillery there as elsewhere had heavily bombarded the enemy’s trenches ; 
but the 144th Brigade, then in Divisional Reserve, did little on the day of the great attack (September 
2th). The Brigade waited in their billets at Bus and Souastre throughout a rainy day for an order 
toadvance which was expected but which did not materialize. Afterwards the troops in the Somme 
area settled down again to trench warfare. The Hebuterne sector, “ quiet’ during the summer 
became “ quieter ” still during the winter, as driving rain and bitter frost undermined and crumbled 
the clay sides of the trenches. All ranks had to work thcir hardest to maintain the defences, and 
it became impracticable to attempt any serious offensive action against the enemy : who themselves 
were in little better plight (6). Apart from that incessant labour, few events of importance occurred 
toeither the 1/7th (c) or the 1/8th Battalion in the interval between Loos and the New Year. 


On the banks of the River Somme the companies and platoons of the 11th Worcestershire, 
then training with the lst D.C.L.I. and the 5th Cheshire at Suzanne and Maricourt, were but little 
affected by the repercussion of Loos. There was some sharp shelling, which caused a few casualties (@) 
but there was no serious fighting. 

On October 8th the initial training of the 11th Worcestershire was completed, and the com- 
Panies reassembled at Sailly Laurette ; whence on the following day the Battalion marched back to 
Fouilloy and rejoined the 78th Brigade. Ten days of training followed, after which the Battalion 
was detached for entrenching work on a reserve line of trenches. For that work they 
marched on October 18th to Framerville and Vauvillers; but two days later the Battalion was 
suddenly recalled to Fouilloy. It was learnt that plans had changed, and that the French would 
again take over all trenches and billets south of the Somme. The reason for that change of plan 
Was rightly believed to be the impending departure of British troops to Salonika. 


Events in the Near East were causing many changes on the Western Front. General Monro 
had already been sent to the Levant (e) and General Allenby commanded the Third Army (f) in 
his stead ; now it had been decided that the XIIth Corps should move from France to Macedonia. 
At first only the 22nd and 27th Divisions were placed under orders, but on October 30th came a 
message from G.H.Q. that the 26th Division also would move to the new theatre of war. 


The 11th Worcestershire with the rest of the 78th Brigade had moved on October 22nd from 
Fouilloy to new billets. Marching through Corbie, Pont Noyelles, Querrieu, Allouville and Coisy 
the Worcestershire had settled into billets at Vaux-en-Amienois(g). There Battalion training had been 


(a) September 29th-October 2nd-—Battalion in front line facing Rue d’Ouvert. Casualties, Nil. 
October 2nd-llth. October 15th—20th. Battalion in front line facing Fm. Cour d’Avoué. Casualties, Nil. 
October 11th-13th—Battalion billetted at Vieille Chapelle. 
October 13th-15th—Battalion billetted at Lacouture. 
October 20th-November 5th—Battalion in front line at Festubert. Casualties 1 officer (Lieut. R. Hartley) and 
2 men killed. 1 officer (Lieut. A. G. Bishop) and 6 men wounded. On October 20th Colonel M. V. 
Hilton of the Regiment, then commanding the 7th East Lancashire was killed in his trenches by a rifle 
grenade. 
November 5th-17th—Battalion billetted in Locon. 
November 17th-21st—Lattalion in front line at La Quinque Rue. Casualties 5 killed, 6 wounded. 
November 23rd-25th—Battalion billetted at La Tombe Willot. 
The enemy’s trenches were originally somewhat more comfortable, being a strong support line to which they 
had been driven back by the French before the British took over the line ; but they were on the down slope, 
and it was possible to drain water from the British trenches towards their line. 


(by 


{c) 
On December 23rd Lt. R. A. Leighton, 17th Battalion was mortally wounded. 

‘d) 2iLieut. J. R. T. Marsham and 3 men wounded. 

{) 15th October. (f) Posted 20th October. (g) About 5 miles north of Amiens. 
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resumed until, on the evening of November Ist, urgent messages were received from Brigade Head- 
quarters as to whether the Battalion was complete in iron rations, ammunition and transport. 
““ These inquiries,” drily records the Battalion Diary, “ led us to believe that a move would shortly 
take place.”” On the next day a message was received ordering all smoke-helmets and respirators to 
be handed in. ‘“ This,” recorded the War Diary, ‘‘ confirmed the idea that the Battalion would 
not go into the trenches again....... My 

Two days later (Nov. 3rd) came definite news that the 26th Division was under orders for 
Serbia. Thenceforward all was a bustle of preparation. ‘‘ A supply of publications dealing with 
the Balkan States ’’ was received, the Battalions transport horses were exchanged for mules, and 
finally on November 9th the Battalion marched through Amiens to Longueau Station. There the 
1lth Worcestershire entrained and commenced a long railway journey, which, after many stops, 
brought the Battalion to Marseilles at 5 p.m. on November 11th. Two battleships were waiting 
to receive them. The right-half Battalion, under Colonel Rainey-Robinson, embarked on H.M.S. 
“Mars” and the left-half Battalion, under Lt.-Col. Barker, on H.M.S. “‘ Magnificent’’ (2). Next 
morning, the two battleships put out to sea and steamed south-eastward across the Mediterranean. 


The Loos offensive taught various lessons to the British Staff. Certain of the newly formed 
Divisions had shown the inevitable results of inexperience in war: and it was clear that the new 
troops would benefit by the example and comradeship of more seasoned battalions. Accordingly 
it was decided to stiffen the new Divisions by exchanging some of their units with those of the old 
Divisions of the original Expeditionary Force. Unfortunately the imagination of the Headquarter 
Staff did not rise to the ideal solution—the grouping of old and new battalions of the same regiment 
into complete brigades, with all the gain of brigade solidarity and of regimental spirit which such a 
grouping would have fostered (b). Instead, the reoiganisation of Divisions was done haphazard, 
and was left largely to the’ discretion of the individual Corps Commanders. During the closing 
months of 1915 that reorganisation was carried out; and it resulted in many shifts of battalions 
and brigades. 


The 3rd Battalion of the Regiment was the earliest to be affected by those changes. On 
October 9th it was learnt that the 7th Brigade was to be transferred from the 3rd Division to the 
new 25th Division, and on October 17th, after a farewell inspection by General Haldane, the 
3rd Worcestershire marched from their bivouac at Busseboom, by Boeschepe and St. Jan’s Cappel 
to join the 25th Division at Bailleul. 

At Bailleul the 7th Brigade was reorganised. Two of its battalions, the 2nd South Lancashire 
and 2nd Royal Irish Rifles, were sent to strengthen the other two brigades of the 25th Division (c), 
and in their place the 3rd Worcestershire and Ist Wiltshire received as new comrades the 10th 
Cheshire and 9th Loyal North Lancashire. 


A different system was employed further south. There, the old battalions of the 24th Brigade 
were selected to give a stiffening to the new 23rd Division ; but in that case the transfer, which was 
effected by the interchange (@) of the 24th and 70th Brigades between the 8th and 28rd Divisions, 
was intended to be only a temporary measure. The original idea was that the old Regular battalions 
were to be temporarily amalgamated with the new battalions ‘‘ for mutual instruction.” In the 
case of the Ist Worcestershire, that amalgamation (with the 10th West Riding) was countermanded 
before it was actually carried out, but nevertheless the whole proceeding was most unpopular. ‘“‘Our 
departure from the 8th Division,” recorded the Battalion Diary, ‘‘ was greatly regretted by us, 
and the change to the 23rd Division was hailed with no enthusiasm.” 

To complicate still more the feelings of the Battalion, they were lent for some weeks to the 
newly-arrived 20th Division, and on October 23rd took over a section of the trenches then held by 


(a) The Battalion transport embarked separately on the transport ‘‘ Verna.” 

(b) There would, of course, have been difficulties in such a reorganisation, and there scems to have been an argument 
that it would have risked heavy losses to one county if a complete Brigade was destroyed: but in practice 
it was rare for all four battalions of a Brigade to be engaged in line; and in any case that argument was nullified 
by the lamentable cross-posting of drafts which must soon be described. 

(c) The 74th and 75th Brigades. The 76th Brigade had been sent to the 3rd Division in exchange for the 7th Brigade. 

(d) The interchange was effected during October. 
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that Division between Fauquissart and Chapigny. There the Battalion was heavily shelled (a) 
but suffered no loss. The companies were relieved on October 28th, after which they 
spent two days in a second-line position and then moved back into Estaires: where the Battalion 
lay until November 13th and then rejoined the 24th Brigade in billets at Erquinghem. The Brigade 
was still in the 23rd Division, and on November 16th the Battalion took over part of the line of 
that Division south of Bois Grenier; the left half of the September battle-ground. The Ist 
Worcestershire and 2nd East Lancashire held those trenches alternately thenceforward until December 
6th: the battalion out of the line being stationed in close support at Rue Delettré. 


The 2nd Worcestershire was the last of the old Battalions of the Regiment to be affected 
by the reorganisations after Loos. After an eight days rest in Busnettes the Battalion marched 
foward on November 2Ist to Bethune. Thence they moved forward on the evening of 
the 22nd and relieved the 7th Kings in the well-known trenches at Givenchy immediately north 
of the La Bassée Canal (6). The Battalion was relieved by the 2nd H.L.I. on November 28th and 
then, after a short rest in Bethune, took over the trenches immediately south of the canal on the 
last day of November. The Battalion held those trenches until the 12th December (c), and had 
avery trying time in rain and frost. Apart from the physical discomfort, that period was mainly 
notable as witnessing the first appearance of Lewis Guns and steel helmets (d). 

Meanwhile orders had been issued (e) for the Battalion to be transferred to the new 
33rd Division; and on the evening of December 12th, after being relieved in the line for the last 
time by their old comrades the 2nd H.L.I., the 2nd Worcestershire marched back into billets at 
Annequin. Next day, after a cordial exchange of farewell messages with the H.L.I., the Worcester- 
shire marched further back to billets in Annequin. On the following morning General Walker V.C., 
commanding the 2nd Division, bade farewell. 

Three days later, at 9 a.m. on December 20th the 2nd Worcestershire marched westward to 
join their new Division. The band of the 2nd Division played the Battalion over two miles along 
the road. Beyond Lillers, the’ band, drums and pipes of the 33rd Division met the troops and 
played them into the lines of their new Brigade, the 100th Brigade, at St. Hilaire ; ‘‘a very pleasant 
march” (f). In billets at Norrent Fontes the Battalion settled down to a week's training. 


After the reorganisation of their Brigades the three Regular Battalions of the Regiment 
in France experienced no serious fighting during the Winter of 1915-16. 

The 3rd Battalion, after a week in billets at Bailleul, marched forward on October 24th to 
a position in Brigade reserve behind Ploegsteert Wood, just to the left of the scene of their fight 
in November 1914. In contrast to the slaughter on that occasion, seven wintry days in the trenches 
now brought the Battalion no heavier casualties than three men wounded. On the Ist November 
the Battalion was relieved by the 10th Cheshire and marched back into Divisional Reserve at Papot 
near Nieppe. In these Ploegsteert trenches and the billets behind them the 10th Cheshire and 
3rd Worcestershire thenceforward relieved each other until well on into the New Year (g). 


The 1st Battalion, after a week in Divisional Reserve (6th-14th December) at Rue Dormoire 
by Erquinghem, moved forward on the 14th to billets at the Rue du Marle, and thence on December 
I8th relieved the 2nd East Lancashire in the trenches near Wez Macquart. Three days later the 


two battalions changed over ; they were destined to hold those trenches and billets for many days to 
come. 


__. The second Christmas of the War found six Battalions of the Regiment forming part of the 
British Armies on the Western Front. In Flanders the 3rd Battalion in Brigade Reserve billets 
behind Ploegsteert, the Ist Battalion similarly placed at the Rue du Marle and the 10th Battalion, 


(2) One incident of that period is perhaps worth recording. After several days in the line, the acting-2nd-in-Command, 
a particularly hard-bitten fighting officer (J...M.) was called upon, early one morning, to conduct round 
the trenches a remarkably annoying junior staff officer of the new Division. The young visitor arrived, 
immaculate in field boots and Staff cap, and proceeded to find fault with everything ; especially with some 
bomb-stores which had been cut under the forward parapet, contrary to Divisional orders. It was explained 
that in that particular place and soil there was no great harm; but the visitor would have none of it: 

“ Experience has shown........’’ he began— ‘' Whose experience?" growled the Regimental officer, 
“ Yours,—or mine..........2 

(b) The 21st Royal Fusiliers were attached for instruction. 

(c) With one relief, 4th-8th December, during which the Battalion was billetted in close reserve while the 2nd H.L.I. 
held the front line. 

{d) The first issue of steel helmets (‘‘ 50, for usc of sentries in tront line ”) was received on December 10th. 

(¢) Orders issued by I1Ird Corps on December 8th. (f) Battalion Diary. 

's) Casualties were slight—1 killed and 6 wounded during November. 4 killed and 7 wounded during December. 
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also in support to the line in the ruined houses of Richebourg St. Vaast, held services and enjoyed 
Christmas Dinners as best they could amid intermittent shell-fire ; for there was now little disposition 
on either side to arrange a truce. Back at Norrent Fontes, however, the 2nd Battalion were able 
to spend a really enjoyable day, with a merry dinner and an inter-company football match. 

On the Somme the two Territorial Battalions spent Christmas Day in the trenches at Hebuterne, 
and noted that the day “ was characterised by considerably more than the usual amount of artillery 
activity on both sides.” 


The ensuing week brought no notable event to any of the six Battalions, until at midnight, 
under bitter drizzling rain, a sudden outburst of firing all along the line ushered in the first minutes 
of the New Year. 


La Bassée Canal at Cuinchy, December 1915. 
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Chapter VIII. MACEDONIA 1915-16. 


HILE the Battalions in France had been enduring the hardships of the second winter of the 
war, similar bitter weather had been testing the spirit of the 11th Battalion of the Regiment 
in Macedonia. 


The expedition to Macedonia had been an accidental outcome of events rather than a develop- 
ment of a settled plan. It resulted from a series of political events which require some explanation 
if what followed is clearly to be understood. 

At the beginning of the XXth century the ancient province of Macedonia, with its port of 
Salonika, was a part ot the Turkish Empire (a4). The inhabitants of the province were a mixture of 
all the races of the Balkan Peninsula, the bulk being Greeks, Serbs or Bulgars. 

The Balkan war of 1912, in which those three peoples combined to achieve freedom, resulted 
in the overthrow of the Turks. Then the victors quarrelled among themselves, Macedonia being 
the bone of contention, with the result that Bulgaria was defeated by the combined forces of Serbia 
and Greece. The two conquerors divided the spoils. Serbia took Northern Macedonia while Greece 
took Southern Macedonia, including Salonika. It was arranged, however, that Salonika should be 
available for use by Serbia as a cominercial port ; and Grecce and Serbia concluded a defensive 
alliance of somewhat uncertain terms (8). 

Scarcely was the ink dry on the peace treaty which ended the Balkan War, when the murder 
of the Austrian Archduke at Sarajevo brought on the crisis which led to the outbreak of the Great 
War. Austrian armies attacked Serbia, and were repulsed in two successive campaigns. Greece 
remained neutral; but strong forces worked to bring her into the War on one side or the other. 
On the one side the alliance with Serbia and the pro-British sympathies of the more liberal politicians, 
notably the eminent M. Venizelos, tended to make her juin the Allies. On the other side the pio- 
German sympathies of the King and Queen of Greece, combined with the admiration of the Greek 
military leaders for the German Army, tended to make her join the Central Powers. Swayed between 
these two tendencies the Greeks remained irresolute, while every day the maintenance fo their 
neutrality became more difficult. 

At length, in the autumn of 1915, German promises and the manifest failure of the Allies at 
the Dardanelles induced Bulgaria to throw in her lot with the Central Powers. Bulgarian armies 
invaded Serbia from the east, while an Austro-Gcerman army commenccda third invasion from the 
north. The Serbian Government appealed to the Allies for help. 

Serbia was at that date an inland country, with no outlet to the sea, and there was no way 
of sending such help save through the Greek port of Salonika. 

For some time before the Bulgarian intervention the Allies had been trying to induce the 
Greek Government to join them in support of Serbia. At that juncture the Greek Premier, M. 
Venizelos, invited the Allies to land a force at Salonika. Arrangements were made for the expedition, 
but at the last minute the pro-German King of Greece refused to support the policy of his Prime 
Minister, and rejected the Serbian appeal for help. M. Venizelos resigned ; but the Allied troops 
were then already en route for Salonika. The Serbian armies were making their last stand ; if they 
were to be succoured, help had to be sent at once ; and in that emergency the Allied Governments 
decided to disregard the attitude of the King of Grecce and to procced with the landing at Salonika. 


The first Allied troops landed at Salonika early in October 1915. The Greeks declared 
neutrality, and neither opposed nor assisted the landing. One British Division, the 10th Division (c), 
was included in this expedition. Together with French forces, the lUth Division advanced 
through the Greek territory of Southern Macedonia into the Serbian territory beyond. The Allied 
force came near to effecting a junction with the Serbian armics; but the Bulgarians had struck 
in between and barred the road, and the Serbians had already begun to retreat westward through 
the Albanian mountains. The Allics had come too late, and after a sharp fight at Kosturino 
(December 7th), where the 10th Division suffered heavy loss, the British and French troops fell 
back into Greek territory. On the Greek frontier the victorious Bulgarians stayed their pursuit 
(December 14th) and the Allied troops withdrew to Salonika. 


(a) Macedonia was conquered by the Turks in the last y 

(6) Apparently the treaty was that either should be z 
the Grecks subsequently denied this. 

(c) The 10th Division was sent to Salonika from Gallipoli. 


ars of the X1Vth Century. 
sisted by the other if attacked by more than one enemy ; but 
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Before that failure had proved so complete, other Allied troops had been placed under orders 
for Salonika. Four British Divisions (a) from France had been embarked at the end of October and 
beginning of November, together with a corresponding force of French troops. The movement of 
those Divisions was in progress while the first troops landed were endeavouring to penetrate the 
Macedonian mountains. Not until those reinforcements were arriving at Salonika did word come 
back of the failure and the withdrawal ; with the result that those reinforcements landed at Salonika 
and then stood fast. Among those reinforcements was the 26th Division, including the 11th 
Worcestershire. 


The 11th Worcestershire, it will be remembered, had embarked at Marseilles on November 
11th on board two old battleships, H.M.S. “‘ Mars” and H.M3S. “‘ Magnificent.” The two battleships 
carried the Battalion across the Mediterranean to Alexandria. The companies disembarked and 
lay in camp for two days. Then further orders came ; the Battalion re-embarked in the same ships 
and was carried northwards to Salonika. 

On November 24th H.MLS. “‘ Magnificent,” with the leading half-battalion, under the second- 
in-command, Lt.-Colonel W. F. Barker, C.M.G., D.S.O., arrived at Salonika. The companies landed, 
and marched through the city to camp at Lembet, some two miles to the northward. There next 
day they were joined by the remainder of the Battalion (b) under the Commanding Officer, Colonel 
R.M. Rainey-Robinson, C.B. 

When the Battalion landed the weather was fine and warm, and the march of the companies 
to Lembet Camp was made unpleasant by clouds of dust ; but on the night of November 26th a 
blizzard—that same blizzard which brought disaster to the army in Gallipoli—suddenly struck 
the camp. Hail, sleet and snow swept through the tent lines, and during the next few days the 
troops suffered severely. The bad weather continued during the ensuing fortnight, while the camp 
filled up with troops and the Allied Commanders debated their course of action (c). 


News came back of the failure of the troops in front and of their retreat after the fight at 
Kosturino. The enemy were known to be pursuing, and it was not anticipated that their pursuit 
would stop at the Greek frontier. It was decided to entrench a position around Salonika to cover 
the retreat of the troops in front. Plans were drawn up and on December 11th orders were issued. 
The British and French Divisions were to construct a line of defensive works round Salonika at a 
distance of about seven or eight miles from the city. The sector of this line allotted to the 26th 
Division was from the Langasa Lake along the northern slope of the Derbend Ridge. Of this sector 
the line from Laina to Tumba was allotted to the 78th Brigade which included the 11th Worcestershire. 

At 7.0 a.m. on December 12th the Battalion paraded, drew picks and shovels, and then marched 
off to its allotted portion of the line to be entrenched. The march was made over steep hills in a thick 
mist and progress was slow. Presently the track disappeared completely and the officers’ compasses 
provided the only guide. The ten-mile march took nearly five hours. Shortly before midday the 
Battalion reached their allotted position(d)and set to work in the mist on the construction of defensive 
works. That evening the Battalion marched back to camp through the Derbend Pass. The narrow 
pass was not entered until after dark, and before the further end was reached a Greek transport 
column of laden donkeys was encountered coming in the opposite direction. Great confusion 
ensued. ‘It took about an hour and a half of forcible language and still more forcible action to 
eject the Greeks” (e). It was not until late that night that the weary platoons reached their tents. 


Two days later the 78th Brigade moved out from Lembet Camp and went into bivouac near 
their work. It was known that the advancing Bulgarians were not fifty miles away ; and all ranks 
worked their hardest, in spite of incessant rain and cold, with the result that the entrenchment 
was almost completed by December 18th. 

By that date the general situation had altered. The Bulgarian armies, instead of advancing, 
had halted, as we have told, at the Greek frontier. The retreating 10th Division and their French 
comrades had reached Salonika and had joined the main Allied army. The whole position was 
reconsidered and the 78th Brigade was ordered to draw back thcir line and establish a new position. 

The entrenchment of the new position was commenced forthwith. The line selected was 
close to the foothills, and it was presently discovered that the position of the battalion traversed the 
ground of an ancient and forgotten cemetery of the early Greeks. Many tombs were opened by 
the picks of the labouring troops, and some of these contained swords and bronze helmets which 


(a) 22nd, 26th, 27th, and 28th Divisions. 

(b) Except the Battalion transport which did not reach Salonika until December 16th. 

(c) It was not possible for a general advance to be made, as the transport of the force had not then been landed. 
(d) About 2 miles S.W. of Kavalar. (e) J.H.G. 
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(1) Officers of Battalion Headquarters 1915 — (2) COLONEL R. M. RAINEY-ROBINSON, C.B., 
ONEL RAINEY-ROBINSON, LT. COLONEL W. F. BARKER, cmdg. 11th Wor¢estershire, 1915. 


PT. J. H. GURNEY, CAPT. & ADJT. T. J. EDWARDS. (3) The Camp in “Conical Hill Nullab,” Jany-March 1916, 
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Dec. 1915 April 116. THE SALONIKA ENTRENCHMENTS. 


On December 23rd the battalion transport rejoined. Tuey had been left behind at Marstilles, 
for want of accommodation on the battleships, and had omy reached Salonika on December 18th. 11TH 
With the aid of the transport a good camp was pitched close to the defensive works and here the 
Battalion spent their first Christmas in the field. “A large quantity of beer, oranges, fresh meat, 
bread, flour, raisins,etc., having been secured, the men were able to enjoy a fairly seasonable meal’’(a). 

Thereafter work on the defensive line was busily continued. The principal excitement 
was provided by German aeroplanes which came over the lines, flying high and drawing some futile 
shell-tire from the guns of the battleships in the harbour. On December 30th those aeroplanes 
dropped some bombs, without any great effect save on a Greek shepherd, who was killed with five 
of his sheep; but General Sarrail, the Allied Commander at Salonika, made use of that “ violation 
of Greek neutrality,” and on that account forcibly expelled from the city the German, Austrian, 
Turkish, and Bulgarian Consuls (0). 

That high-handed action indicated the practical occupation of the city by the Allies, for it 
had been decided to hold Salonika to prevent it falling into hostile hands. The port might provide 
the enemy’s submarines with an ideal base ; and it became clear that the miserable Greek Government 
had no intention of offering opposition to either army. So the French and British troops remained 
at Salonika, and the construction of defences in the forward zone continued to be the principal 
occupation of the 11th Worcestershire. 


In the first days of the New Year the weather changed, becoming suddenly fine and warm. 
For a fortnight the fine weather lasted, the work progressed rapidly and the troops became more 
cheerful. They were further cheered by the news of the successful evacuation of Gallipoli; which 
if not inspiring was at least satisfactory. Artillery had been brought up into position, and had 
“registered ’’ on the ground in front of the defences. By the middle of January the position was 
deemed fairly secure, and the Battalion was then drawn back into bivouac camp constructed in the 
gullies and hollows behind the line out of view from the front (c). Work was continued steadily, 
while hostile air raids provided an intermittent source of interest throughout the Spring months of 
1916. 

As gradually it became apparent that the enemy had no intention of making an attack on 
the fortified positions, the energies of the troops were diverted bit by bit from labour to training. 
First two days a week, then more, were devoted to preparation for an advance. 

Apart from that training and from the recurrent air raids, there was little to break the monotony 
of existence in the Macedonian hills. The troops were out of sight of any sign of civilisation, save 
indeed the relics excavated from the ancient tombs. Such inhabitants as were in the neighbourhood 
were ignorant and brutish peasants. The soldiers were thrown back on their own resources for 
recreation and amusement, while the hardships endured were considerable (d). But the scenery 
and the strange sights of that foreign land (e) made up to some extent for the discomfort and 
the privations. 


Towards the end of March the 78th Brigade was drawn back from the front line into Divisional 
Reserve. There, the 11th Worcestershire remained fur two months, in camp near Lembet, working 
and training. On March 27th a big hostile air raid at dawn caused much excitement. A bomb fell 
near the lines of the Battalion, fortunately without damage. Another bomb detonated a French 
store of explosives in the town, with appalling effect. Every gun within miles was brought into 
action and some cf the raiders were reported to have been shot down. Later, on May 5th, a Zeppelin, 
the L71, attempted to bomb the city and was shot down into the marshes of the Vardar. 

Little else of note occurred during the Spring months, but the climate of Macedonia was fast 
claiming its victims. Malaria and enteric became rife among the troops, and officers and men went 
down in rapid succession. 

In April, to the great regret of the Battalion, Brigadier-Gencral D’Arcy Thomas was invalided 
home. After a final inspection of the Battalion on April 2Ist he left for England, and the officers 
and men of the 11th Worcestershire shared in the regret expressed in his farewell message, that he, 

(a) Battalion Diary. Next day, it is recorded, the Commanding Officer read to the troops the King’s Christmas 
message, after which three cheers were given for the King, and then another three for the Queen. The troops 
had a holiday for the remainder of the day. 

(b) Till that date the situation had been extraordinary, for German, Austrian and Bulgarian military attachés in full 
uniform had promenaded the streets of Salonika and had watched all Allied movements. 

(c) In * Conical Hill Nullah " (see photograph). Battalion Headquarters consisted of four caves excavated in a 
small ravine. 

(d) Among other minor grievances may be noted the fact that the troops had to get accustomed to having their 
meat flavoured by an aromatic shrub which was used to supplement the meagre fuel and insinuated its aroma 
into all food cooked. 

(e) ‘* The area was alive with tortoises..... ...Skylarks by the million, bullfinches nearly as numerous, and occasionally 
blue jays were seen.” (T.J.E.) 
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who had done so much for the Rcgiincnt (a) and who had raised and trained the 78th Brigade, was 
thus deprived of the chance of leading them into action. 


In May the original British Commander at Salonika, General Sir Bryan Mahon, was succeeded 
by General Milne (4). The new commander put new life into the force, and the hot summer days 
were devoted to intensive training, till the neighbourhood of Salonika grew to resemble an English 
training ground. That training demanded a more extensive area than the confines uf the defensive 
perimeter, and on June 7th the 11th Worcestershire marched northward some twelve miles to camp 
at Pirnar, north-west of Baldza. Thence training was carried on during the ensuing wecks. 

Training at Pirnar was anything but pleasant. The camp was pitched in a basin among hills. 
No breeze seemed to come down into that basin and the heat was great. The heat caused much 
sickness and took the energy out of all ranks. But, in spite of such conditions, much hard work 
was done. 


While the troops perfected themselves in training, the French and British Staffs had been 
working out plans for offensive action. The policy of passive defence had been abandoned. It 
was intended to advance and to gain touch with the enemy, who were known to be strongly entrenched 
along the Serbo-Greek frontier. 

As a preliminary measure the administration of Salonika and the surrounding area was 
taken over by the Allied Commander-in-Chief from the nerveless grasp of the Greck authorities. 
With the assumption of responsibility fur the administration came the duty of husbanding the 
local resources. The local crops had to be cut and brought in, and on that work of harvesting the 
11th Worcestershire were employed during the later days of June. Hardly was that work finished 
when word was passed round that preparations had been completed and that the force was about 
to advance. 

Already the French forces had pushed forward to the Serbo-Greek frontier. That frontier 
had been arranged in 1913 to follow the line of a natural obstacle, a series of mountainous ridges. 
Along those ridges the Bulgarians had entrenched strong positions, and before those positions the 
French advance had come to a standstill. It had been arranged that the five British Divisions 
should take over the front covering Salonika on the north and north-east. 

On July 24th orders were received by the 26th Division to move northward forthwith. The 
78th Brigade marched next day. When the orders came, the 11th Worcestershire were temporarily 
detached from the Brigade, carrying out a battalion exercise. The Battalion consequently 
marched independently (c) on the 2dth to Ambarkeui, and there rejuined the Brigade. Then 
with the Brigade the Rattalion marched on northwards, by way of Sarigcul, Haidarli and Vetegor, 
to Malovtsi which was reached on the night of the 27/28th. A rest for twenty-four hours followed. 
The Division was now close up behind the French, who were facing the Bulgarian outposts. On the 
last evening of July the Brigade moved forward to take over the position from our Allies. The 7th 
Royal Berkshire and 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I. took over the front line on the night of the 29/3uth. 
On the following night the 9th Gloucestershire and 11th Worcestershire moved forward through 
rain and darkness into reserve positions near Chuguntsi(d). 

The 26th Division was now on the left flank of the British Army and lay next to the French. 
Orders were received that the Division was to co-operate with the French in a forthcoming attack 
on the Bulgarian positions. 


The Bulgarian positions covering the small town of Duiran were established on a series of 
steep ridges running mostly from north-west to south-east. One such ridge now faced the 78th 
Brigade. The southern end of the higher part of this ridge was about a mile from the position taken 
over by the Brigade, and was known as “ Horseshoe Hill’’; but from “‘ Horseshoe Hill’ a lower 
continuation of the ridge ran on south-eastward, rising, close to the British lines, to a little eminence’ 
known as “ Kidney Hill.’ That height was faced from the south-east by ‘‘ The Commandant ” which 
was in British hands. Between ‘‘ The Commandant ” and “ Kidney Hill’ was a small height— 
“Castle Hill.” This latter was apparently unoccupied, but there was known to be a hostile outpost 
on “ Kidney Hill.” 


(a) See the Introduction. Brig.-General D'Arcy Thomas had, as we have seen, been Adjutant of the Ist Battalion and 
subsequently, as Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion, had been the main influence in moulding that 
Battalion to the splendid form which it attained. 

(b) General Milne assumed command on May 13th. 

(c) The heat during that march was intense. As an instance it is recorded that, during a halt, the Officers’ Mess 
prepared lunch by the roadside. When the officers assembled for the meal half-an-hour later they found 
it impossible to touch the knives and forks with uncovered hands. 

(@) This is one of many alternative spellings, including Cugunci. 
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August -Oet. 1916, OPERATIONS BEFORE DOIRAN. 


Forward movement was begun as soun as the necessary communications had been established. 
On the night of August 8th ‘‘ Castle Hill’ was occupied. On the following night a company of the 
7th Royal Berkshire seized ‘‘ Kidney Hill.” That same night the 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I., which 
hitherto had held the left half of the Brigade front, were relieved by the 11th Worcestershire. 

The position now taken up by the Battalion(a)was across the valley which lies between ‘‘The 
Commandant ’’ and a small hill named “ Clichy ”’ to the south-west. Away to the right, French troops 
were pressing forward with much gunfire against ‘“‘La Tortue’’ (4) ; to co-operate with their advance 
it was decided that the 78th Brigade should attack ‘‘ Horseshoe Hill.” 

In that mountainous country preparations for the attack took some time to complete ; 
artillery had to be hauled into position and tracks made for ammunition and supplies, While 
that work was in progress the 11th Worcestershire held their outpost line(c) across the valley, shelled 
at intervals(d) and sending out several patrols. Those patrols had numerous adventures on the 
rocky slopes ; notably one patrol under Captain P. A. Leicester which on the night of August 16/17th 
carried out a daring reconnaissance of ‘‘ Horseshoe Hill,” and elicited a message of appreciation 
from the Brigade. 

The information obtained by Captain Leicester’s patrol(e) enabled plans to be made for an 
attack on ‘‘ Horseshoe Hill’’ on the following night. The attack would be made by the reserve 
battalion of the 78th Brigade, the 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I. To support the left flank of the attack 
the 11th Worcestershire would establish a post further forward on a knoll in the valley below. 

The operation was commenced at 8.0 p.m. Two platoons of the 11th Worcestershire seized 
and entrenched the required knoll without opposition or casualties. Away to the right front the 
ith Oxford and Bucks L.L., after a long night advance, sturmed ‘“‘ Horseshoe Hill’”’ at 2.30 a.m. 
(August 18th) and entrenched the captured position. The enemy made some attempts at counter- 
attack next day ; but they were beaten back and the gains were secured. The post established 
in the valley by the 11th Worcestershire was named ‘‘ Worcester Post.” 

On September 2nd the 11th Worcestershire shifted their position to the right and took over 
the captured ground on “ Horseshoe Hill.” The enemy’s guns were fiercely bombarding the lost 
hill and during the ensuing week the Battalion suffered several casualties (f). 

A week later (September 9th) the line was taken over by the 79th Brigade. The 11th 
Worcestershire were relieved by the 11th Cameronians and then marched back to bivouac at Yenikeui. 
On the following night a further move was made to Mihailova, where the 78th Brigade lay in Corps 
Reserve during the ensuing fortnight. 


By that time the opposing lines were close-locked. All along the front the Bulgarians had 
been forced back from their outpost positions on to their main line of entrenchments. But among 
the rocky ridges and gullies the exact positions of those enemy entrenchments were not easy to 
locate ; and for some further weeks patrols and raiding parties were engaged in testing the strength 
of the enemy’s defences. 

In the valley north-east of “‘ Horseshoe Hill” lies the village of Doldzeli. On the far side of 
Doldzeli a low rounded under-feature had been named, by the French, the ‘‘ Mamelon.” That height 
was known to be held by the Bulgarians, but their exact strength there was uncertain. 

That part of the front line was taken over by the 78th Brigade at the end of September. The 
llth Worcestershire were at first kept back in Corps Reserve, and did not come into the Brigade 
Sector until October 2nd ; on which date the Battalion took over reserve trenches about Hill 42U(g). 
On October 8th the Worcestershire moved forward and relieved the 9th Gloucestershire in the forward 
trenches near Doldzeli village. The front held by the Battalion extended from the eastern slope 
of “ Horseshoe Hill” to the wooded Vladaja ravine, which was held by French troops. 

_ On October 9th orders were received to make a small raid against the ‘‘ Mamelon”’ with the 
object of capturing a prisoner and thus identifying the troops in front. About 4.30 p.m. while still 
daylight, the raiding party—Captain P. A. Leicester, Lieutenant C. E. Turner, and 30 other ranks— 
pushed forward, up the Doldzeli ravine to the slopes of the ‘‘ Mamelon.”” The party got within a short 
distance from a trench held by the enemy, and charged. They were met by a fierce fire from about 

(a) Battalion H.Q. were established at Asagi Mahala. 

(6) The French captured “ La Tortue” on August 16th. 

() On August 10th a detachment which had been sent on May 20th to guard an aerodrome on Thasos Island 

(Capt. B. Barton and 50 other ranks) rejoined the Battalion. On August 17th Col. Rainey-Robinson was 

sent into hospital and Lt.-Col. Barker took over command. 

(d) August 12th, 3 wounded. August 14th, 1 wounded. August 20th, 1 killed. 

(e) He found os the hill was not held in strength, and that the enemy’s defences were weak and much damaged 

y gun fire. 

(h September 4th, 8 wounded. September 5th, 4 wounded. September 6th, 1 wounded and missing. September 

ith, Capt. J. G. Reid and 3 men killed, 5 men wounded. September 8th, 2 wounded. Total, 1 officer and 

3 men killed, 20 wounded. 

) Flanks of Battalion line extended from Bujuklu village to Piton des Zouaves. 
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70 rifles and by many bombs. One bomb killed Private J.W. Rudd, another wounded Captain Leicester 
and two of his men. After a short fight it was realised that success was impossible and the raiders 
fell back behind cover. Then it was found that Private Rudd was missing. Believing him to 
have been wounded and left behind, Lieutenant C. E. Turner, accompanied by Private W. Hartland, 
bravely went back. They found Private Rudd dead within a few yards of the enemy’s trench. 
After running the gauntlet of a sharp fire they rejoined the rest of the party(a). 

Next evening (October 10th) further efforts were made to locate the enemy’s position. A 
patrol under 2nd Lieutenant F. S. Shaw made a useful reconnaissance, with some loss(d). 


It was then decided to make a raid in force against the ‘‘ Mamelon”’ with two companies of the 
11th Worcestershire. The raid was to be prepared by a sharp bombardment and was to be supported 
by machine-guns. The main attack was to be preceded by one advanced platoon which would sweep 
the wooded banks of the Vladaja ravine as a precaution against surprise. 

All day of October 11th the British guns kept up an intermittent bombardment against 
the ‘‘Mamelon.” After dark the guns redoubled their fire. The troops moved into position. 
Half an hour before midnight (October 11/12th) the guns lifted their fire and the attack began. 

The raiders were met by an intense fire which checked the front line. Two additional platoons 
were brought up in support and, with that aid, the attackers charged forward to the enemy’s trenches. 
Sergeant H. W. Preedy showed great bravery in leading on his platoon after the platoon officer had 
been hit(c). A fierce fight ensued. The enemy’s front trench was cleared and the desired identifi- 
cation was secured from dead -Bulgarians(@). Then retreat was ordered(e) and the raiders fell back 
to the British trenches. 

The losses had been considerable-nearly 60 in all( f)-but the Battalion was heartily congratu- 
lated onits success. To that success all ranks had contributed, and not least the Battalion signallers. 
Corporal A. Burton earned special praise by his work in maintaining cable communication under 
very heavy fire (g). 


The Battalion held the line for two more days without notable incident. Then on the night 
of October 14/15th the 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I. took over the line, and the Worcestershire 
moved back to the reserve trenches. On the following night the Battalion moved back into Corps 

eserve. 

After a quiet week in Corps Reserve(#) the Battalion moved back into the reserve trenches 
near Hill 420. Later the ]}1th Worcestershire did another tour in the front line (November 8th— 
15th) suffering some loss (7) from shell fire. Then the Battalion again went into Corps Reserve. 


At the end of November a serics of changes of position took place along the Allied front, 
as a result of which the 22nd Division on the left moved still further towards that flank. The 11th 
Worcestershire were sent up from reserve to prolong the left flank of the 26th Division, and thus 
came into a new sector of the front line. 

The new positions faced across the valley of the Sclimli Dere, where lay the deserted and 
ruined village of Sejdelli. The opposing lines were some distance away from each other, and constant 
patrolling failed to evoke any hostilities beyond casual shell-fire(j). Cold and rainy weather had now 
closed down on the opposing armies in the hills. Both sides were more occupied in keeping warm 
and in good health than in trying to harm the other. The situation was too cheerless to evoke much 
enthusiasm over Christmas Day, which the Battalion spent in the trenches and shelters near the 
Selimli Dere. 

A few days afterwards the Divisional line was altered and the Battalion was shifted further 
east once more, to reserve trenches and shelters near Chuguntsi. That position was a little more 
comfortable, and there the 11th Worcestershire saw out the last days of 1916. 


(a) For their gallant conduct in this affair Captain Leicester was awarded the Italian Silver Medal “ for valour,” 
Lt. Turner the French Croix de Guerre and Pte. W. Hartland the M.M. 

(b) 1 killed, 3 wounded. (c) Sergt. Preedy was awarded the M.M. 

(d) Proving the enemy to be of the 9th Bulgarian Regiment. 

(e) At 15 minutes past midnight. 

YU) Killed, 4. Missing, 6. Wounded, 3 officers (Capt. A. E. J. Legge, 2/Lts. C. L. Godson and C. R. P. Corbin (the 
latter died afterwards) and 44 other ranks. 

(g) Corpl. Burton was subsequently awarded the M.M. 

(kh) On October 17th, 6 officers joined—Lt. R. C. L. Clarke, Lt. S. A. Stephenson, 2/Lts. V. W. Price, A. J. C. Ewen, 
A. H. Lewis and A. H. Pyne. 

(i) November 11th Lt. C. E. Turner and 1 man wounded. November 13th 1 wounded. 

(j) In that rocky country the bursting shells scattered showers of rock splinters, and those splinters were the cause 
of several casualties. 
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Chapter IX. MESOPOTAMIA. 


THE TIGRIS CAMPAIGN, 1916. 


previous November, after the battle of Ctespihon, General Townshend’s small army had been 

forced back to Kut-el-Amara, and there invested. Operations for the relief of Kut had 

been begun. The first attempt to break the Turkish lines by advance up the banks 
of the Tigris had been brought to a stand still after the sharp actions of Sheikh Sa’ad (January 
ith—8th), and Hanna (January 2Ist). The Relief Force had suffered heavy casualties and 
teinforcements were needed. ; 


i ie situation in Mesopotamia at the end of January 1916 gave rise to acute anxiety. In the 


To meet that need the 13th Division was placed under orders for Mesopotamia. Orders 
for the move were issued early in February. On the 5th of that month the orders reached the 9th 
Worcestershire in the camp at Port Said. 

During the next few days all ranks were busy preparing for the move. There was much to be 
completed in the way of equipment and ordnance stores (a), and training was continued at high 
pressure. The 9th Worcestershire were still weak in numbers, only some 600 strong in all (0) ; 
on the other hand the 7th North Staffordshire in the same Brigade had received drafts bringing 
them up to nearly 1,400 ; so, to equalise the strengths, 220 of the Staffordshire men were attached 
to the 9th Worcestershire (c). 

Hardly had those reinforcements settled down when the embarkation of the 13th Division 
began. The 39th Brigade was not the first to embark, and remained in camp until the morning of 
February 16th. Then the Brigade marched to the docks and embarked in the troupships ‘‘Grampian”’ 
and “ Marathon.” The bulk of the 9th Worcestershire were placed in the latter ship, but a detach- 
meat (d) had to be accommodated in the ‘‘ Grampian,” and the Battalion transport (e) was placed 
on board the ‘‘ Missouri.’” At 5.0 o’clock, that same evening the troopships moved off down the 
Suez Canal. 

Dawn of February 17th found the troopships still moving slowly down the canal. The troops 
on board exchanged greetings with the troops camped along the low-lying banks. Soon after mid- 
day Suez was reached. The “‘ Marathon” dropped anchor for a while, and several officers of the 4th 
Worcestershire came off from the camp of the 29th Division to see the sister Battalion and to wish 
them good fortune in their new campaign. An hour later anchor was weighed. The troopships 
moved slowly out of the harbour and steamed away down the Ked Sea. 


_ The voyage proved uneventful and very enjoyable. The ships’ officers and crews did every- 
thing possible for the comfort of all ranks. On February 21st, Aden was passed, and four days later 
the troopships entered the Persian Gulf. At daylight on February 28th the watchers on the decks 


et a troopships saw for the first time the low-lying land of Mesopotamia behind the sand banks 
of Fao. : 


The convoy had arrived earlier than had been expected, and had to put back to shelter off 
Koweit. There they lay for a few days, and some of the officers rowed ashore and explored that Arab 
seaport. On March 4th, into the harbour of Koweit came the British India steamer ‘“‘ Edavana,’’ and 
to that ship the 9th Worcestershire were transferred. The transhipment of troops, equipment and 
military stores took a full forty-eight hours. Then on March 6th, the ‘‘ Edavana”’ moved off again 
to Fao, and anchored off that port after dark. 

On the morning of March 7th, the ‘‘ Edavana’’ weighed anchor, crossed the bar at the river 
Mouth and steamed past Fao up the Shatt-cl-Arab. The troops watched with interest the scenes of 
this new land to which they had come, and commented on the dense groves of date palms and the 
quaint sailing barges. 


(a) An additional machine-gun was added to each Battalion, making a total of 4. 

(6) 27 Officers and 578 other ranks on February 10th. 

(c) The Staffordshire men were then organised into four platoons—one to each Company. So that each Company 
of the 9th Worcestershire thenceforward consisted of one Staffordshire and three Worcestershire platoons, 
until the separate identity of the former became obliterated in course of time by casualties and drafts. 

(d) 3 officers & 78 other ranks, under Lt. Col. W. F. O. Faviell. (e) 2 officers & 82 other ranks, under Lt. J. Higgs- Walker. 
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The troops also saw (and smelled) the big oil refineries at Abadan, to which the long pipe 
line from Ahwaz brought down the oil—the oil which was vital to the British Navy : the original 
cause of the expedition to Mesopotamia. 

That evening anchor was cast off Ashar close to Basra. There the “ Edavana” lay until 
March 10th when a smaller steamer, the ‘‘ Oporto,” came alongside and took off the 9th Worcester- 
shire. The Battalion was landed at Maqil and marched three miles to join the other units of the 
39th Brigade in camp (a). 

Three days the 39th Brigade stayed in that camp. During that time rain fell heavily. The 
troops became acquainted with the mud of Mesopotamia “‘a rich affectionate clay-like mud ”’ as 
one of them described it. They were destined to know it only too well. 

Then the Brigade proceeded up river. The 9th Worcestershire moved in two parties ; Major 
Faviell and 300 men left Maqil on the evening of March 14th; the remainder of the Battalion (2) 
followed next day in the river steamer ‘“‘ Rameses.” The “ Rameses”’ had been one of Messrs. 
Cook’s famous Nile steamers before the war and was quite a comfortable ship. Each night she 
made fast to the bank, on which a line of outposts was put out as precaution against snipers. The 
nights of March 18th and 19th were stormy. On the morning of March 20th the ‘‘ Rameses ” 
reached the British camp at Sheikh Saad and the troops heard once more the sound of distant gun 
fire. The Battalion disembarked and spent the rest of the day assembling and pitching camp. 
Their labours were not over when, at 4.0 p.m. a rattle of musketry drew attention to a cavalry 
skirmish within sight of the camp. Nothing further happened and the Battalion settled peacefully 
into camp, but the incident served to bring home to all the difference between the warfare in Gallipoli 
and the campaign on which they were now engaged. 


That new campaign was indeed of a nature strangely unfamiliar to British troops. The flat 
low-lying country, mud near the river bank and a desert of sand beyond, had a curious effect on 
the operations. The mud, slippery as ice when wet, made wheeled transport difficult and marching 
laborious. The river was the only sure way of communication and to the banks of the river the 
army was, in consequence, tied down. Inland the desert made movement of large forces very 
difficult, but gave easy access to Arab irregulars and to the cnemy’s cavalry. This cavalry menace 
led to every camp being protected by outposts, and outposts soon became a regular part of the 
routine. 

On March 22nd an officer of Indian Cavalry (c) rode into the Battalion’s outpost line and 
asked for help ; his men were being hard pressed further out. Two platoons of “ D’’ Company (d) 
were sent out: on their approach the hostile cavalry broke off the action and withdrew. 

Soon afterwards came a new danger, not from the enemy but from the river. The Tigris 
rose steadily as the snow on the distant mountains melted in the Spring, rose until it was well above 
the level of its banks which were protected by dykes called ‘‘ bunds.” The maintenance and repair 
of these “ bunds ’’ became for some few days one of the main preoccupations of the troops. Several 
times there were alarms in the night and a rapid organisation of work in the darkness at a dangerous 
point. 


While the troops were thus labouring to save their camp from being flooded, the Staff had 
been working out plans for the attack which the new Division, it was hoped, would carry to victory. 
Whilst the 13th Division had been disembarking at Basra the Relief Force had made a second 
attempt to break through to Kut. An advance had been made across the desert against the right 
flank of the Turkish defences ; but after the failure of the attack on the Dujaila Redoubt (March 
8th) the attempt had been abandoned. 

That failure had shown the difficulty of operations away from the river against the Turkish 
outer flanks, and it had now been decided to revert to the original method of direct advance up the 
banks of the river. The enemy’s positions stretched across the river, their forces on the two banks 
being connected by floating bridges. It was decided to concentrate the efforts of the British Force 
against the Turkish position on the Icft bank. There was good reason to hope for success on this 
bank, for it had been by an attack on the left bank that General Townshend in September 1915 had 
originally captured Kut-el-Amara. 

Conditions however were very different in March 1916 to what they had been in the previous 
September. Then the Turkish forces had been largely composed of unreliable Arab battalions ; 
now they had been strengthened by first rate troops released from the Dardenelles. Then the 
ground had been sufficiently dry to enable General Townshend to achicve success by a turning move- 
ment against the Turkish left flank ; now the big Suwaikiya Marsh had filled with water, restricting 
operations to the narrow strip of dry land between the Marsh and the River. Across this narrow 


(a) At Makina Masus. (b) 18 officers and 442 other ranks. (c) 33rd Q.O. Light Cavalry. 
(d) Under Captain P. Macl). Sanderson and Lieut. T. N. Holmden. 
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March April, 1918. CAPTURE OF THE FALAHIYA TRENCHES. 


strip of dry land the Turks had constructed line after line of trenches. Seen from the air, those 
were found to comprise three main systems of defence ; which became known respectively as the 
Hanna (a), Falahiya and Sannaiyat positions. 

Orders were received on March 28th that the 13th Division was to attack the Hanna position. 
The attack was carefully organised. Models of the Turkish trenches were constructed and attacked 
again and again until all knew exactly what to do in the forthcoming battle. The orders for the 
attack, written by General Maude himself, were models of thoroughness and clear wording, and 
soon all ranks were confident of victory. 


After watching from camp a distant cavalry engagement on April Ist, the 9th Worcestershire 
teceived orders to march forward next day. It rained hard that evening, and when the 39th Brigade 
marched off from camp after dark on April 2nd the Mesopotamian mud had developed a slippery 
surface which made the march very ditticult. Slipping and sliding over every little hollow, the 
struggling troops took more than six () hours to accomplish the eight miles to Orah Camp. 

In that camp the Brigade rested all next day (April 3rd). After dark the troops paraded again, 
marched to the river bank, tiled across a long floating bridge over the Tigris, and then moved forward 
through the darkness into trenches. Here were already other battalions of the 13th Division, for 
the 38th and 40th Brigades had moved up on the previous day. There was a good deal of re- 
adjustment. In the darkness the 39th Brigade eventually settled down into suppoit positions in the 
centre of the Divisional Line (c). 

All next day (April 4th) the 9th Worcestershire lay quiet under cover listening to the inter- 
mittent firing from the trenches close in front. The attack had been fixed for the next dawn. 

We have already noted that the enemy’s defences were organised in three main positions, those 
of Hanna, Falahiya and Sannaiyat. Air reconnaissance had shown that the first and third of those 
positions were elaborate systems of defences ; the second position did not appear so formidable. 
Air reconnaissance, however, could not reveal the comparative strength of the Turkish forces in the 
different positions. 


THE ACTION OF FALAHIYA. 


Soon after midnight preparations for the attack began. About 2.0 a.m. the attacking troops 
began to file forward along the communication trenches. Soon all was ready. The three Brigades 
of the 13th Division were side by side, each with their battalions disposed in depth. In the 39th 
Brigade the 7th North Staffordshire were in front line, then the 9th Royal Warwickshire. The 
9th Worcestershire were in the third line. Each battalion was formed in two “ waves.” 

After the formation was complete the troops settled down to wait in silence, a silence which 
lasted until 5.0 a.m. Then all along the line with whispered orders the officers called their men 
to their feet. The troops scrambled over the parapets and the advance began. 


Surprise had been the essence of the plan. To ensure that surprise the first wave did not 
cheer, but rushed the enemy’s front line in silence. Not until some minutes after the assault had 
started did the British artillery open fire. Then a storm of shells burst along the third line of the 
enemy’s defences, the objective of the 9th Worcestershire. 

The Battalion had followed the preceding waves across line after line of trenches, checking 
and lying down at fixed intervals. Then, just as dawn was breaking amid the gun fire, the 9th 
Worcestershire passed through the 9th Royal Warwickshire in the enemy’s second line and charged 
forward against the enemy’s third system of defence. 

The attack met with little resistance and the objective was easily taken. The Turkish 
trenches were almost deserted. As the British guns lifted their fire, the Worcestershire platoons 
pushed on and occupied the fourth and fifth lines of the enemy's defences. Some scattered Turks 
and Arabs fired a few shots, but there was no organised resistance. By 7.0 a.m. the whole Hanna 
position had been taken and the troops were hard at work preparing the captured position for defence. 

The casualties of the 9th Worcestershire had not been heavy ; no more than 4 officers and 
30 men (d). Colonel de Salis, however, had sprained his ankle during the advance, and Colonel (e) 
Faviell again took over command of the Battalion. 

The operation as planned had been completely successful, but it was now clear that the enemy 
had not intended seriously to hold the position ; its garrison had actually consisted of only a few 
snipers ; the great blow so carefully planned had struck on air. 


(a) More properly Umm-el-Hanna. 
(o} The leading troops took from 9.30 p.m. to 4.0 a.m. Those behind lost distance and took much longer. 
(c) The fourth battalion of the 39th Brigade, the 7th Gloucestershire, had been left behind in quarantine at Basra. 
(4) 1 officer (2/Lt. C. W. F. Rawle) killed, 3 officers (Capt. Hiscock, Lt. J. W. Snowden, 2/Lt. P. J. Stidson) wounded, 
and 30 other ranks. Colonel Faviell and 2/Lt. Howell were also slightly wounded but remained at duty. 
(e) Actually at that date a Major, but here, for simplicity’s sake, referred to by his previous and subsequent 
temporary rank. 
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It was decided to advance at once against the enemy’s next position, the Falahiya trenches, 
some few miles up stream. The 40th Brigade was ordered forward as advanced guard while the 
38th and 39th Brigades reformed. The yYth Worcestershire assembled in the open beyond the 
captured trenches. Soon all was ready, and shortly after 8 a.m. (a) the 39th Brigade advanced. 

The ground was flat and open. In front intermittent firing showed that the 40th Brigade 
was already engaged. Presently the advance slackened and checked ; the 40th Brigade had been 
held up within half a mile of the enemy’s front line. 

Much musketry and machine-gun fire was in progress to the front, but the enemy’s artillery 
were not as yet very active. At noon (b) orders came for the 9th Worcestershire to reinforce the 
left flank of the 40th Brigade (c). The Battalion advanced accordingly in artillery formation. 
When about a thousand yards from the enemy’s line the advancing companies came under a hot fire. 
The platoons extended and went foiward at the double over a wide stretch of flat bare ground. 

The vista before the advancing troops faded off into a shimmering mirage in which it was 
impossible to make out the positions in front. Through the mirage a line of prone figures appeared, 
facing to the right. The Worcestershire platoons swung right-handed to join them. But they 
proved to be dead men of the 40th Brigade, and the line had again to be reformed in the correct 
direction. By that time the Worcestershire were under a devastating fire at close range. Many fell 
but the remainder pressed on and reached the left flank of the 40th Brigade. Presently the 9th 
Royal Warwickshire came up and prolonged the line further to the left. 

The remainder of that day was spent in much confused movement (d) under close and heavy 
fire. The 39th and 40th Brigades became much intermingled, as the result of successive orders and 
counter-orders. The heat was great, and eventually it was decided to postpone operations until night- 
fall. Till then the troops held their ground, dazed by the strong sun and puzzled by the mirage 
which hung shimmering over the baking soil (e). 


In France, or in any normal conditions, the attack on the enemy’s second position would 
not have been undertaken without careful reconnaissance and preparation; but, in that instance, 
conditions were not normal. At that time the ground around the Falahiya position lay below the level 
of the river, which was held in only by the “ bunds ’”’ along the banks. The Turks might at any 
moment cut those dykes, flood the ground, and thus fatally impede the British advance. If starving 
Kut was to be succoured the advance must needs be swift ; and the easy victory of the morning 
gave rise to hopes of good success. On the other hand the British troops, though in good heart, were 
now disorganised and weary. An attack in the cool of night-time would give them a better 
chance than an attack by day. 

So the hour of attack was fixed at 7.35 p.m. and as soon as night fell battalions were sorted 
out in readiness. That proved a difficult business in the darkness, and the difficulty was increased 
by bold Turkish snipers who crawled close to our lines and harassed the assembling troops. 

Thus orders for the attack had hardly reached the companies when, at 7.20 p.m. the British 
artillery opened fire. The assault should have been made fifteen minutes later, but in most 
cases the troops were not ready and the bombardment was not closely followed up. In 
consequence the attack, when made, was met by a fierce fire, for the enemy was holding this second 
position in strength. Officers and men fell fast, but the survivors dashed on, reached the trenches 
and closed with the enemy. 

Then followed a sharp fight in the darkness with bomb and bayonet. The 9th Worcestershire 
rushed and captured two Turkish machine-guns and bayonetted many of the enemy. In less than 
an hours time the whole position had been captured and such of the enemy (f) as survived had 
retreated upstream to their third position at Sannaiyat. 


The victorious battalions were re-organised. Fresh troops, a Brigade of the 7th Indian 
Division, came up in the darkness and took over the captured trenches. The battalions of the 
13th Division re-assembled and marched back to bivouac behind the ground which they had won. 
Only a few stretchers were available, but with such as could be obtained the work of collecting and 
succouring the wounded was carried on all night. It was dawn before all the wounded had been 
brought in, for the losses in that night of battle had been very heavy. The 9th Worcestershire 


(a) Battalion Diary says 8.0 a.m. Brigade says 8.45. Latter probably correct. 

(b) This is the time given in Battalion Diary ; but the orders were apparently issued by the Brigade at 10. 18 a.m. 

(c) The intention seems to have been that the 9th Worcestershire should fill a gap which existed between the left 
of the 40th Brigade and the river. 

(d) There was much difficulty in a half made communication trench under enfilade machine-gun fire. 

(e) This phase of the operations cost the 9th Worcestershire 2 officers (Lt. Holmden and 2/Lt. Downie both 
wounded) and about 50 other ranks. 

(f) The strength of the enemy in the Falahiya position has since been estimated at three battalions. 
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“) Turkish Machine-Gun captured by the 9th Worcestershire at Falahiya. (2) CAPTAIN H. P. DOBSON (see page 145). 
(see page 144). (3) Captured Turkish Mortar. 
(4) LT. COLONEL E. A. A. de SALIS, D.S.O., (5) 9th Worcestershire in captured\Turkish Frenches at Hanna 
cmdg. 9th Worcestershire 5th April 1916. dawn 5th! Aiprit-116 (page 143). 
(6) CAPTAIN A. N. C. KITTERMASTER (see page 145). q@) CAPTAIN E. B. CONYBEARE, M.C. 


(8) Trenches facing Sannaiyat—the first cover scraped with entrenching tools. (9) Cp ee, ere rae 
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had lust nearly 90 in all, making in the twenty-four hours of fighting a total loss of 13 officers (a) and 
164 N.C.O’s. and men; the loss was, however, even more serious than this total would convey, 
for, by sheer misfortune, nearly all the best officers and N.C.O’s. of the Battalion had been hit. 
The Battalion Commander, Colonel Faviell, had been wounded. Captain Dobson, Captain Kitter- 
master and the Adjutant, Captain Conybeare, had been killed. 

The loss of those officers was a severe blow to the Battalion. Captain Dobson had in former 
days been a brilliant Adjutant to the 2nd Battalion, and was one of the most efficient and popular 
officers in the Regiment ; sure to have gone very far if he had been spared. Captain Kittermaster 
had equally won high esteem. A temporary ofticer from the O.T.C., formerly for many years the 
commander of the Dulwich School Corps, he had showed a constant care for his men, and a 
zeal beyond praise. Although above the general age for service he had known no fear, and was 
killed while leading his men on to follow up the retreating Turks beyond the captured position. 

The loss of the Adjutant, Captain Conybeare, was deeply regretted. His courage, his happy 
nature and his hitherto persistent good luck had earned him great esteem throughout the 
Battalion, and indeed throughout the Division. The moral effect he exerted on those around him had 
been very great, and his death was much felt. Among the many good soldiers lost by the Regiment 
during the war his name stands out as the embodiment of bravery and hard fighting. No officer 
could have left a higher reputation (0). 

After the re-assembly Captain P. MacD. Sanderson took over command of the Battalion, 
with 2;Lieut. T. A. Hutton as acting-adjutant. 


The capture of the Falahiya position was followed by an advance. On the northern bank 
the 7th Indian Division pushed forward on the heels of the retreating enemy to the outskirts of the 
Sannaiyat position. On the southern bank of the river the enemy had abandoned the Abu Roman 
position and had retreated to Bait Isa. The news of this progress cheered the tired troops, and in 
spite of the heavy losses hope still ran high. The 9th Worcestershire spent the day in bivouac, 
finding working parties at intervals to repair gaps in the bunds along the river bank ; for the Tigris 
was sull rising higher and higher and was causing great anxiety to the British Staff. 

Heavy firing lasted all the morning, but by noon the high hopes of success had been dashed. 
The 7th Indian Division had attacked the Sannaiyat position and had failed. To their support the 
4Uth Brigade was sent forward at midday, but it proved impossible to make any further advance, 
and the 7th Indian Division entrenched on the ground they had gained opposite the Turkish defences. 


The problem which confronted the British Staff was now most difficult. It was known 
that the food supplies of the Kut garrison would only last another week. The Tigris was still rising 
and serious inundations were to be feared. Already the ground on the southern bank was so badly 
flooded that movement was difficult. The northern bank was the drier; on the other hand the 
Turkish position at Sannaiyat was ideally situated for defence and evidently was strongly held. 
Nevertheless it was by this way alone that a rapid advance was possible ; and eventually General 
Gorringe (c) decided on another attack against Sannaiyat. 

Plans were made out while the troops rested. Eventually it was decided that the renewed 
attack should be made by the 13th Division. The attack was fixed for April 9th. 

During the intervening days the 9th Worcestershire Jay quiet in their bivouac, recovering from 
the Falahiya fight. Orders for the new attack were received on April 8th. At nightfall Major 
W. A. S. Edwards of the North Staffordshire took over command of the Battalion. 


SECOND ATTACK ON SANNAIYAT. 


At 80 p.m. on April 8th the advance began. Together with the other troops of the 13th 
Division the 9th Worcestershire marched forward across the Falahiya trenches, some four miles 
over rough ground to the newly made trenches of the 7th Indian Division. After the moon had set 
the night was dark and very quiet, with but little firing from either side. 

After the inevitable difficulties of a deployment at night, the 13th Division formed up for attack. 
The Division was disposed with the 38th and 40th Brigades in front and the 39th Brigade behind in 
support. The two leading Brigades were each extended in four long waves of men. Behind them 
were formed the supports. The deployment was completed at about 2.0 a.m. The troops lay down 
and awaited the hour of attack. 


Kittermaster, killed. Colonel W. F. O. Faviell and 2/Lt. H. B. Hulbert wounded. 2/Lt.C. J. Howell, who 
had been wounded in the morning, had to leave the Battalion during the night. 

{6) An officer (W.D.G.) who had never met him, and who rejo the Battalion later, recorded in his diary 
(26.86.15)... It is curious how the men ask me if 1 kne aptain Conybeare. He seems to have had 
some peculiar charm which magnetised everyone...” (c) Commanding the Tigris Corps. 
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(@) The officers lost during the night attack were—Capt. H. P. Dobson, Capt. E. B. Conybeare and Capt. A. N.C. 
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In war the physical trials are often more effective than the action of the enemy. To the heat 
of the day had succeeded a night of intense cold. The waiting troops suffered severely, and 
were quite benumbed when, soon after 4.0 a.m. the word was passed down the line to prepare for 
attack. 

It was still quite dark. In silence the long lines of men moved forward. Nearly 400 yards 
they advanced unchallenged ; then came a splutter of fire from the front. 

Almost immediately a great red flare blazed out on the right front of the advancing troops, 
lighting up the whole scene. Then a second flare, a great green light, went up on the left. At once 
a storm of fire was opened. Bullets tore through the ranks and shrapnel burst close overhead. 

The leading wave of the attack charged gallantly, reached the enemy’s trenches and plunged 
in; but the second wave in that glare and under that fire wavered, stopped, and then fell back on 
those in rear. The confused mass herded back, and crashed into the supporting battalions of the 
39th Brigade. Ina few minutes everything was confusion. The retreating men from the battalions 
in front had broken into the ranks of the 9th Worcestershire and 9th Royal Warwickshire and were 
impeding their advance. Blue flares were now going up all along the enemy’s line, and in that 
baleful glare the mob swayed backwards and forwards in the open, officers and men falling fast 
under a withering fire. Again and again the officers and men of the 9th Worcestershire made efforts 
to get forward through the broken ranks of the retreating troops ; but the storm of bullets beat down 
each rush. 

Further in front, the brave men of the leading wave were maintaining a most gallant fight 
in those portions of the enemy’s first line which they had won. They were fiercely counter-attacked 
but held their ground until their bombs and ammunition were exhausted. Thcn as dawn was 
breaking they fell back. 


Daylight showed the level ground littered everywhere with dead and wounded. The fire 
from the enemy’s trenches forced the survivors to throw themselves prone ; they dug in where they 
lay, working for dear life under a rain of bullets. Eventually a rough line of half-dug cover ran 
irregularly at a distance of some four hundred yards from the enemy's position. All the battalions 
of the Division were intermingled, nor was it possible under that close fire to reorganise the units. 

Between the two firing lines the wounded men everywhere were crying for aid or trying to 
drag themselves to cover. Many brave efforts were made to assist them. Lieutenant E. K. Myles 
showed utter fearlessness, dashing out from cover again and again to bring in the wounded. He was 
hit while carrying a wounded man, but staggered on with his burden and brought him back to safety. 
His bravery earned him the Victoria Cross (a). 

The day slowly wore on, with much heavy firing but no change of position. Eventually 
darkness closed in, and it was possible at last to count the losses and withdraw the troops. The 
shrunken platoons and companies assembled behind cover, physically exhausted and bitter at the 
failure. 

That failure had been due mainly to the dispiriting effects of the numbing cold (b) ; but the 
previous loss of many of the best officers and N.C.O’s. was another contributory cause. In that last 
attack the loss of officers had been even more severe than in the preceding fights, and when after 
dark on April 9th, the 9th Worcestershire were relieved, the Battalion marched back under the 
command of the Quartermaster, Captain C. H. Inwood (c). Nine officers (d) and over a hundred (e) 
of the rank and file had fallen. 


During the next six days the remnants of the Battalion lay in bivouac near the Falahiya 
trenches, while the British Staff debated the next move. The weather was now very hot and the 
troops suffered much from the sun and the flies. All ranks were thoroughly depressed and bitter 
at the failure. But it was in that hour of gloom that officers and men grew to know and love their 
great-hearted Divisional Commander, General Maude. On the night of the battle he had shared 
their misery in the cold and their danger in the attack. Now, in spite of the disaster, he continued 
with as good a temper and as high a heart as before “with a cheerful face and a smile for everyone. 


(a) Lieut. E. K. Myles was at this date technically an officer of the Welch Regiment, to which he had been gazetted ; 
but he had served throughout with the 9th Worcestershire, and was afterwards transferred to the 
Regiment. 

(6) Regimental officers might do well to note the precaution taken by Colonel Linton, in the similar case of the 
Battle of Poelcapelle, to have every man supplied with a hot drink before the start. Here, however, trans- 
port difficulties made this impossible. 

(c) This was the second time on which Capt. Inwood had thus taken command of the Battalion (see Chapter VI.). 

sides Captain C. H. Inwood four subalterns were left—2/Lts. kk. T. Cavanagh, IT. A. Hutton, G. E. 

s and N. G. Compton. 

(d) Killed—2/Lt. B. J. Polack, 2/Lt. A. Dunkley, Lt. M. FE. Ball, R.A.M.C. Wounded—Major W. A. S. Edwards 
(N. Staffs), Captain C. Sladden, Capt. P. Mac). Sanderson, Lt. E. K. Myles, 2/Lts. R. C. Marshall, 
A. H. Davies, KR. R. Davies. Major Edwards died of his wounds a few days later. 

(¢) 29 killed or missing, 79 wounded. 
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He never showed for one moment—not even to his staff—the bitter disappointment which imust 
have been weighing on his heart ’’(a). Cheered by his manner the survivors of his Division took 
heart of grace, and nerved themselves for another effort to save the garrison of Kut. 


The problem of the relief was now more difficult than ever. It appeared impossible to take 
the Sannaiyat position except by deliberate trench-to-trench attack. The preparation for this would 
involve the slow process of sapping forward across the wide open space of flat ground which had 
made the enemy’s fire so effective. That process of sapping would take too long to be contemplated (6). 
General Townsend was now of opinion that by cutting down still further the scanty rations of his 
troops he could hold out until April 21st. That was the utmost limit he could give, and that limit 
allowed no time for such deliberate methods : nor was it certain that an attack on Sannaiyat would 
even then be successful. After considering all the possible courses of action the British Commander- 
in-Chief (c) decided to abandon the attempt against Sannaiyat, and to try to win through to Kut 
along the southern bank. 


ACTION OF BAIT ISA. 


The southern bank, as we have already told, was already partially flooded, and movement 
close to the river was difficult, but no other line of advance was practicable. A wide turning move- 
ment through the desert past the enemy’s right flank would have needed more transport than the 
force possessed. To add to the difficulties heavy rain fell during April 11th, covering the ground 
everywhere with some two inches of water and making movement impossible ; but the following 
day was fine, and dispositions were at once made to attack the Turkish position at Bait Isa. 


The initial attack on this position was made by the 3rd Indian Division. After difficult pre- 
liminary operations that Division attacked and captured the Bait Isa trenches during April 17th. 
To relieve them after their success orders to take over the captured position were sent to the 13th 
Division. 

The 13th Division had by this time recovered from the effects of the disaster at Sannaiyat 
and was again fit for battle. The weakened battalions (a) had been reorganised. Command of the 
9th Worcestershire had been taken over (e) by Captain L. M. Nash of the 7th Gloucestershire. In 
the early morning on April 16th the 39th Brigade had filed across the floating bridge from Falahiya 
to the southern bank and had taken up a position in support of the 3rd Division (f). The other 
Brigades of the 13th Division followed soon afterwards. 

From that supporting position the troops of the 39th Brigade watched on the morning of 
April 17th the successful attack of the 3rd Division. Orders were that the 13th Division would 
take over the captured position that night, and officers from all the battalions of the 39th Brigade 
went forward to reconnvitre the position taken from the enemy. 

The enemy, however, had no intention of allowing the Bait Isa position to remain in British 
hands. Before the relief could be carried out a Turkish counter-attack was delivered. The attack 
was made soon after dark. Wave after wave(g) of the enemy surged up against the position of the 
3rd Division, whose centre Brigade gave way and fell back. 

The 39th Brigade in the supporting position were ordered to send forward one battalion to the 
assistance of the troops in front. General Walter Cayley ordered forward the 9th Worcestershire, 
beeline them to move to two low mounds in the centre of the 3rd Division known as the Twin 

Pimples. 

The 9th Worcestershire assembled in the dark and moved off. The advance was rendered 
very difficult by the water-logged nature of the muddy scil, and also by large numbers of retiring 
troops of the 3rd Division, who blundered into the advancing battalion. Nevertheless by 10.30 p.m. 
the 9th Worcestershire reached the Twin Pimples and reported to the commander of the 9th Brigade, 
Colonel Campbell. The Turkish attacks had been successfully beaten off at this point, but urgent 
Messages for help came from the 7th Brigade further to the right ; so, keeping back one company 
of the Battalion as a reserve, Colonel Campbell directed the remainder of the 9th Worcestershire, 
together with another reinforcing battalion, the 6th East Lancashire (4), to push to the right and 
teinforce that threatened point. 


(a) Letter from Col, Brownrigg, quoted in General Callwell's Life of Sir Stanley Maude. 

(b) It was estimated that it would take at least four days. 

{c) At that time General Sir Percy Lake, V.C. 

(@) The effective strength of the 9th Worcestershire on 16th April was 6 officers and 522 other ranks. 
(e) From Capt. and Qr. Mr. Inwood. (see page 146). 

(f) The 9th Worcestershire were on the left of the Brigade line. 

(2) The enemy apparently attacked with twelve battalions in close formation, 

(h) Sent forward from the 38th Brigade. 
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Few operations can be imagined more difficult than movement to a flank in the middle of 
a confused battle in the dark, through disorganised troops, amid heavy firing from every direction 
and across unknown flooded ground. It says much for the discipline and coolness of the 9th 
Worcestershire and their Lancashire comrades that soon after 2.30 a.m. they reached the Head- 
quarters of the Commander of the 7th Brigade, General Egerton (a). He ordered the 9th Worcester- 
shire to clear and occupy a line of trenches immediately west of his Headquarters, while the East 
Lancashire worked south-eastward down the trenches to the left flank. 

Through the rest of that wild night fighting continued, with much heavy firing. With the 
dawn the Turkish attacks died away and the bulk of the enemy fell back across the open under 
heavy fire to the Chahela position a mile away. About six hundred yards from the line held by 
the 9th Worcestershire, some advanced trenches which had been dug in the previous evening by 
the foremost line of the 3rd Division still remained in the possession of the Turks. 


The battlefield was a grim sight in the morning light, for the level ground was littered every- 
where with dead and wounded. The massed attacks of the Turks had cost them dear, and some 
twelve or fifteen hundred bodies could be counted on the front of one of our Brigades alone ; but our 
own losses had also been severe. In all some 1,600 of the 3rd Division and the supporting battalions 
had been killed or wounded, and all were very tired. 

Tired though they were, there could be no rest if the troops in Kut were to be saved. During 
the day of April 18th, the 9th Worcestershire remained in the positions they had occupied (d). 
That evening the exhausted 3rd Division was relieved by the 13th Division, who received orders 
to press on at once with an attack against the Turkish position opposite. 

This position lay, as we have said, some 600 yards away on the further side of an expanse of 
low lying ground. It was arranged to attack it early next morning (April 19th) after a short 
bombardment. The line was reorganised, and preparations were made for the attack. 

Fortune and artifice aided the enemy. The river rose a few more inches, and a wind from the 
north carried the water against the southern bank. Thus aided, the Turks were enabled to flood 
the low ground effectively during the night. By dawn the 600 yards of open ground between the 
British and Turkish trenches was practically a marsh. 


At 6.30 a.m. the British guns opened fire. About half-an-hour later (c) the troops of the 39th 
Brigade pushed forward to the attack. For about 100 yards the advance went well, though under 
a heavy shell fire. An empty Turkish trench of the previous fighting was reached and passed. 
Then the advancing lines reached the flooded area. With each step the wading troops sank deeper 
till at last they were struggling in a bog up to the armpits. With difficulty the men of the front 
lines were hauled out by their comrades behind. The marsh was impassable, and under a fierce 
fire the attacking battalions fell back to their former positions. 

Gradually the firing died down. The rest of that day and all the next day were spent in 
efforts to find a way over the flooded ground. Patrols went out many times and felt their way forward, 
but weather conditions were becoming worse and the flood was increasing. Reluctantly it was 
decided that it was impossible to make a further advance along the southern bank. 


One hope remained. It was believed that the heavy fighting around Bait Isa had drawn 
Turkish troops away from the northern bank; and it seemed possible that a renewed attack on 
Sannaiyat might now succeed. Orders were sent to the 7th Division to make such an attack. The 
exhausted troops on the southern bank were to stand fast. 

After dark on April 20th the 9th Worcestershire were relieved from the front line and marched 
back to rest in reserve trenches (d). The four days fighting around Bait Isa had cost the Battalion 
five officers (e) and about 140 (f) N.C.O’s. and men. 

During the following week the Battalion rested. Gradually the depleted strength was made 
up by drafts and by officers and men returning from convalescence. On April 21st, Captain S. 
Munnick, a survivor of Sari Bair, rejoined the Battalion. On the following day a more recent recovery, 
Lieutenant T. N. Holmden (g), came in ; with him there came a draft of 98 N.C.O’s. and men under 


(a) During this movement the Worcestershire drove off a force of Turks which was attacking the headquarters _ 


of the Division, a service which earned the special thanks of the Divisional Commander. 

(6) During April 18th 2/Lt. S. E. Boshier took over A;Adjutant vice 2/I.t. T. A. Hutton who went sick, 

{c) 6.50 a.m. according to Brigade, 7.0 a.m. according to Battalion, 7.10 a.m. according to the official history. This 
latter hour is that given in Operation Orders for the bombardment to cease. 

(d) The bombers and machine-gunners of the Battalion were left to assist the 7th North Staffordshire and were not 
relieved till the following evening. During the day's fighting Cpl. Gillard, of the Battalion bombers 
fought with especial bravery, and on the recommendation of the North Staffordshire he was awarded 
the D.C.M. 

(e) 2/Lt. N. G. Compton killed, 2/Lt. R. T. Cavanagh, and three attached officers from the 7th Glosters., wounded. 

(1) 17 killed, 35 missing, 86 wounded according to Battalion, but Brigade gives one more killed and 5 more wounded. 

(g) Lieut. Holmden had been very severely wounded at ya, his spine being grazed and both legs temporarily 
paralysed. Nevertheless he rejoined as soon as he was fit to travel. 
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2/Lieut. Carter. Next day anew Commanding Officer arrived, Major E. E. D. Henderson of the North 
Staffordshire. Captain Munnick took over as Second-in-Command and Lieutenant T. N. Holmden 
as Adjutant. 


While the 9th Worcestershire were thus regaining their strength, the last acts of that tragic 
campaign were being played. On April 22nd the 7th Division, struggling through a knee-deep 
morass, once more attacked Sannaiyat ; but in spite of much bravery the attack did not succeed. 
With that failure the last chance of a speedy relief of Kut came to anend. Each Division and every 
battalion of the Relief Force had been tried to the limit of its capacity ; all had suffered heavily. 
Rest and reorganisation were absolutely necessary. 

The only hope left was in some way to replenish the exhausted food stores of the Kut garrison. 
For weeks past British aeroplanes had been dropping bags of provisions into the beleaguered town ; 
but the supply thus furnished was scanty and precarious, and was not enough for the daily rations 
of the garrison. Some other way had to be tried. In that extremity the Army appealed for help 
to the Navy. 

A river steamer, the ‘‘ Julnar,”’ was loaded with food and made an attempt, on the evening of 
April 24th, to run the gauntlet of the Turkish fire and reach Kut. The gallant attempt came 
near to success. The ‘‘ Julnar”’ passed the Sannaiyat, Chahela and Es Sinn positions, and had got 
halfway to Kut when she was stopped by a cable and ran aground at Maqasis, where she was forced 
to surrender. 

That was the end of the struggle. All attempts to break the Turkish lines had failed, and 
the Relief Force had nearly exhausted its strength. In Kut no food remained (a). There were 
only two alternatives ; either to concentrate all the remaining strength of the Relief Force in one 
last blow or to order the Kut garrison to surrender. It was very doubtful if another attack would 
succeed ; and further loss would expose the Tigris Corps to disaster if the enemy should then attack. 

The decision was hard; the choice lay between abandoning the attempt to relieve Kut or 
risking disaster to the whole Army. Eventually it was decided that the garrison at Kut must 
capitulate. Negotiations were opened on April 26th. On April 29th Kut surrendered. 


* * * * * ca * * 


Before the news of the capitulation was received, the 9th Worcestershire had again been 
in the firing line. On the evening of April 28th the Battalion relieved the 6th East Lancashire in 
the trenches previously held at Bait Isa. Those trenches were held until the evening of April 30th (J) 
when the Battalion was relieved and marched back into reserve; only to meet the news that all 
their efforts had been of no avail: Kut had been forced to surrender. 

That unhappy end to the long struggle of the Relief Force was felt most bitterly by all ranks. 
They had done their best, but they had failed and had failed with crushing loss. The advance from 
Sheikh Sa’ad to Bait Isa, a distance of less than twenty miles, had cost the three Divisions of the 
Tigris Corps some 23,000 casualties. The 13th Division had come late to the campaign ; yet its 
battalions had suffered nearly as heavily as their predecessors. The 9th Worcestershire had lost 
in all some 450 of all ranks, including some of the best soldiers of the Battalion. 


On May Ist the 9th Worcestershire moved forward again to the Bait Isa trenches. Some 
unquiet days followed. As part of the terms of the surrender it had been stipulated that the wounded 
in Kut should be handed over to British care. The arrangements took time to complete and 
meanwhile conflicting reports as to an Armistice ran round. In the event, there was a partial cess- 
ation of hostilities and some attempts at an arrangement for burying the dead of both sides ; but 
nothing resulted, and meanwhile an intermittent sniping fire was kept up. On May 9th the British 
wounded were brought down from Kut on board a hospital ship, and thereafter hostilities were 
renewed. 

Sniping and a little shell fire continued until the middle of May. _ During that time the 9th 
Worcestershire alternated between reserve trenches and rest bivouacs. The Battalion was actually 
in reserve trenches when on May 19th came sudden news from the troops in front that the enemy 
had evacuated the Bait Isa position and had retreated. ‘‘ D’ Company of the 9th Worcestershire 
was sent forward with the 7th North Staffordshire behind the advancing troops. They followed 
up the enemy to a new series of positions prepared by the Turks on the outskirts of Kut. No attack 
on these new positions was attempted, and presently “‘ D’’ Company of the 9th Worcestershire 
Teturned with the 7th North Staffordshire to the reserve positions. There the Battalion remained 
until May 22nd. 


April 25th. Thereafter there was nothing except the food dropped by aeroplanes. 
(6) Casualties April 28th—30th. 2 killed, 1 wounded. 
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The heat was then rapidly increasing and was rendering active operations almost impossible ; 
nor was there at the moment any object in such operations. The Tigris Corps was badly in need 
of rest, reinforcement and training; and there was no prospect of a successful advance against 
the strong Turkish Army until more transport and supplies had been accumulated. So nothing 
further was attempted and presently the 13th Division moved back for rest and training. 

On May 23rd the 39th Brigade marched back into camp near Mason’s Mounds—a real camp 
with canvas tents; a most welcome rest after the long weeks in trenches. 


In June the 39th Brigade was moved southwards some four miles into the desert to a position 
known as ‘ Twin Canals.’ That position guarded the left flank of the communications of the Tigris 
Corps. The 9th Worcestershire were the first troops to move to the new position. The Battalion 
marched on June 8th, pitched camp and settled down to the work of entrenchment; work which 
was continued steadily for many days in spite of the intense heat. 

Outposts and patrols became a feature of the life of the Battalion. The Arabs of the country 
occasionally sniped the outpost line. For the most part, however, they concentrated their energies 
on stealing. Stores, food, and even rifles disappeared at intervals, and the predatory instincts of the 
inhabitants caused some little firing at nights. 

Towards the end of June the outposts at Twin Canals were taken over by the 3rd Indian 
Division, and the 13th Division concentrated at Sheikh Sa’ad. The 9th Worcestershire marched 
to that area after dark on June 27th. Their destination was a fortified post called Sodom. The 
troops were in very poor physical condition, and after struggling six miles over rough roads the 
leading platoons did not succeed in reaching their destination till about 10.0 p.m. The rearmost 
stragglers only came in many hours later ; one man died of exhaustion. At Sodom the Battalion 
settled down in the open hoping for a little peace ; but their peace was disturbed next morning 
when a small water-convoy was ambushed by Arabs, and four men were killed. 

On June 29th, Colonel Faviell returned from convalescence and again took over command 
of the Battalion (a). Heat (b) and sickness had by this time much thinned out the ranks of the 
Battalion and at the beginning of July the strength was less than 300 all told. Afewdraftscame (c) 
in but these barely sufficed to maintain the strength. 


The “‘ raison d’étre ’’ of Sodom Post was to protect the line of communications from Sheikh 
Sa’ad to Twin Canals. Along that route a light railway was now being laid. The railway reached 
Sodom on July 13th and then made rapid progress towards the forward positions ; for the campaign 
was now being taken very seriously by the British Higher Command. It had been determined to 
retrieve the disaster of the previous Spring, and to achieve that object the British Forces were at 
last being supplied with adequate means of transport. The knowledge did much to raise the spirit 
of the troops. 

Another event which caused general satisfaction was the promotion of the Divisional 
Commander, General Maude, to command the whole Tigris Corps (€). The troops, as we have told, 
had learned what manner of man he was in the disastrous days of April, and his promotion was 
strongly approved (e). Next month came a further promotion. General Cobbe took over command 
of the Tigris Corps and General Maude was raised to the command of the whole British Army in 
Mesopotamia. 


Thereafter it was with a better heart that the troops endured the heat and discomfort of 
their exile in the Mesopotamian desert. At first there was little improvement to show ; but gradually 
all ranks became aware that supplies were more regular and abundant, that equipment was 
improving (f), that the railway works were progressing more swiftly, that an air of greater confidence 
was spreading. In great part the improvement was due to the driving power of the new Army 
Commander. 

Meanwhile the career of the 9th Worcestershire was uneventful. The Battalion remained 
stationary throughout July, August and most of September, as garrison to ‘‘ Sodom ”’ Post and to 
the adjacent blockhouses along the new railway. During that time little of note occurred. There 
was a small outpost skirmish with Arab raiders on July 30th and another on the 2nd September ; 
but neither caused any loss to the Battalion and the intervening weeks were quiet. 


(a) vice Major E. E. D. Henderson who was sent to another battalion in the 13th Division. 
(b) It is recorded that on one day early in July the temperature inside the bell tents was 1220 F. Some statements 
show that it was even higher than that. But on the other hand the fierce heat killed off the flies. 

(c) July 4th 4 officers and 33 men. (Lt. W. E. Ladd, 2/Lts. E. D. Barclay, F. D. Drewitt, C. A. Connor). July 7th 


6 officers and 46 men. (Lt. C. W. John, 2 /Lts. D. E. Dempster, C.C. A. Marsh, C. H. Taylor, D. Anstey, 
B. K. Fookes). 

(d) General Maude assumed command of the Corps on July 11th and of the Army on August 28th. 

(e) The command of the 13th Division was taken over by General Walter Cayley. 


(f) Lewis-guns now first appeared. By the end of the year each battalion had eight. 
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Several drafts were received and some of the old officers of the Battalion rejoined. Captain 
E. H. Hiscock, wounded at Hanna, and Captain W. D. Gibbon, who made such a good fight at Sari 
Bair, were notable additions of strength (a). During August and September more drafts came (bd) 
in and the strength of the Battalion gradually crept up to over 400 of all ranks. 


Gradually, as the weather cooled and as the temperature grew more bearable, training was 
begun, training in preparation for the new offensive which should avenge the previous defeats. 
Efficiency slowly improved. Towards the end of September (c) the 9th Worcestershire were relieved 
at Sodom by the 7th North Staffordshire and marched into the main camp of the 18th Division 
at Sheikh Sa’ad. There training was steadily continued until the end of September. Then the 
13th Division moved down the river to a new and better training ground at Amara. The 9th 
Worcestershire moved by river, embarking on October Ist on board the river steamer “‘ Selima”’ and 
teaching Amara next day. 

At Amara a big draft joined (d) and systematic training was carried out until the end of 
November in good weather and under favourable conditions. More officers rejoined (e) and by degrees 
the Battalion again became fit and ready for battle. They showed up well, when on October z3rd, 
the Commander-in-Chief in India, General Monro, together with the Army Commander, General 
Maude, visited and inspected the Division. 

A fortnight later there was a ceremonial parade of the whole Division, at which General 
Maude presented the ribbon of the Victoria Cross to Lieutenant E. K. Myles and three others ; 
a fitting commemoration of the bravery shown in the Tigris Campaign. 


(a) Capt. E. A. Hiscock rejoined on June 20th and Capt. W. D. Gibbon on July 27th. On the other hand Capt. S. 
Munnick was invalided on June 6th. Captain Gibbon took over the duties of 2nd-in-command and was 
in due course promoted Major. 

(6) August 2nd 1 officer (2/Lt. J. W. Labbett of the Lincolns) and 46 men. August 12th 1 officer (2/Lt. A. A. Pine) 
and 20 men. September 12th 2 officers (2/Lts. F. C. Gibaud and H. C: K. Bidlake). 

(c) September 23rd—25th. 

(4) 119, including 32 men transferred from the Ist R. Sussex, together with Captain P. L. C. Lucas of that regiment. 

{) Notably Capt. C. E. Sladden at Amara on October 2nd and Lt. E. K. Myles on October 20th. 
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Chapter X. 
The Spring of 1916 in Flanders and Artois.” 


IHE Second Winter of the War in France and Flanders was as uneventful as the First Winter 

had been. The heavy fighting in the Autumn of 1915 had left the Allied forces exhausted ; 

and the German munitions had been too much depleted by their victorious campaign in 

Poland to permit of any great activity on the Western Front. So the hostile armies lay 

facing each other, undertaking no operation of greater importance than the raids and mining enter- 
prises which continued spasmodically all along the battle-front. 


1st During the first months of 1916 no event of outstanding importance occurred to any one of the 
six Battalions of the Regiment then in France and Flanders. 
The Ist Battalion remained for some two months in trenches between Armentiéres and 
Bois Grenier, or in billets behind the line (a). Little occurred of note, but at the beginring of 
February the enemy made life in the trenches more unpleasant than formerly by using a heavier 
pattern of ‘‘ minenwerfer,” which threw great bombs with a disquietening effect ; but the actual 
loss caused by those erratic projectiles was not severe. On February 20th the 23rd Division moved 
back into reserve, to rest and train, and the lst Worcestershire marched with the other battalions 
of the 24th Brigade through Steenwerck to Vieux Berquin. On the following day the Brigade 
continued the march from Vieux Berquin through the Forest of Nieppe, by La Motte, Morbecque, 
Steenbecque and La Belle Hétcsse to billets near Sercus. There the Battalion lay resting and 
training until the end of the month. : 


Ten miles to the south-east ward, the 2nd Battalion had a more strenuous time around Bethune. 

The New Year found the 33rd Division holding the trenches on both banks of the La Bassée Canal ; 
2ND and the 2nd Worcestershire spent January and February either in the line in one or other section 
of that front, or in billets further back. 

The Battalion went into trenches on New Year’s Day at Givenchy just north of the Canal. 
Three days of shells and bombs ccst the Battalion several casualties (b) and a severe loss in the death 
of the Regimental Chaplain, the Rev. J. R. Stewart C.F., who was killed by a shell while officiating 
at a burial service close behind the line (c). 

After three days in reserve at Annequin the Battalion took over the trenches immediately 
south of the Canal from the Ist Queen’s. Those trenches and the ruined houses in close suppcrt 
were held until January 14th (@) when the Battalion was relieved and marched back to billets in 
Bethune. 

A more trying period was now at ‘hand. Leaving Bethune on Sunday January 23rd the 
2nd Worcestershire relieved the 2nd Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders in the right hard section 
of the 33rd Division’s line, the trenchcs facing Auchy (e). There the existence in the muddy trenches 
was made very unpleasant by constant artillery fire and several mines. On January 28th a l.eavy 
bombardment which followed the explosion of a small mine cost the Battalion 4 killed and 20 wounded. 


® See Map 29, faving page 117. 


(a) December 29th till January 7th—Billets at l'Tlallobcau. 
January 7th-11th—Billets at Rue Delettré, : 
January 15th-18th—Billets at Rue Delettré. 
January 11th-15th. January 18th-23rd—Front line at Bois Grenier. Casualties nil. 
January 23rd-31st—Billets at Fort Rompu. 
January 3lst-February 4th—Billets at Rue Marle. 
February 7th-11th—Bilicts at Kue Marle. 
February 4th-7th. February 1]th-14th—Front line immediately south of the road from Armentiéres to Wez 
Macquart. Casualties—5 killed, 1 officer (2/Lt. M. P. Atkinson) and 11 men wounded. 
February 14th-20th—Billets near 1'Hallobeau (Jesus Farm). 
(b) 4 killed, 4 wounded. 
(c) The “‘ Padre’ was beloved by all. No trouble was ever too great for him, no risk daunted him. His bravery 
at the battle of Loos (see paze 126) had earned him the admiration of the whole Battalion. 
(d) Casualties Coy.-Quartermaster.Sergt. J. Wills killed and 7 wounded. 
(e) In that sector the Battalion was in front line January 23rd-29th and January 3lst-February 7th. In the interval 
the Battalion was billetted in Annequin. 
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A sharp crater fight near the line of the Battalion on the 31d, 4th and 5th of February luckily 
brought the Worcestershire no serious casualties : the bulk of the loss fell on the 2nd Royal Welch 
Fusiliers, who attacked with great dash through the line held by the Battalion. On the evening 
of February 7th (a) the Battalion was relieved and marched back to billets in Bethune. The 
fortnight in the Auchy sector had cost the Battalion 8 killed and 45 wounded. 

A week later the 100th Brigade moved forward again, and after five days in billets at Annequin 
(February 13th-18th) the Battalion took over the Cuinchy trenches just south of the Canal. Two 
days later a German mine was exploded near our front line and sharp bombing fights followed. 
Apart from a three days’ rest in Annequin (February 22nd-25th) the Battalion held the Cuinchy 
trenches until February 28th (6). 

After a week of rest (c) the Battalion again took over trenches south of the Canal. Fighting 
in that sector had died down ; presumably because the high explosive required for mines was needed 
at more vital sectors of the battle-front. The Cuinchy trenches were not uncomfortable and the 
weather had improved. 

Thenceforward the Spring months of 1916 brought no event of note to the 2nd Worcestershire. 
The Battalion remained in the area around Bethune, holding trenches at one part or another of 
the front just south of the La Bassée Canal. Twice the companies had a definite rest (d), lying in 
billets at Annequin or in Bethune itself. 

At other times, when temporarily out of the line the Battalion was billetted either in close 
support at Annequin or in reserve at Beuvry. No heavy fighting occurred during that period, 
nor were casualties heavy (e). 

The Bethune sector had indeed become by this time a quiet sector of the front ; the centre 
of interest had shifted further south. 

On May 5th Lieut.-Colonel L. M. Stevens took over command of the 2nd Worcestershire, 
vice Lieut.-Colonel G. C. Lambton D.S.O. who was invalided home. 


Further north, the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment spent January near their old battle-ground 
by Ploegsteert Wood, either in the forward trenches or in billets behind the line. That sector was 
very “‘ quiet ” and the tours in the trenches were lengthened to five or six days at atime. At the 
end of the month orders came for the 25th Division to move back into General Reserve around 
Outtersteene for rest and training. On the night of the 25th the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved 
in the trench line by the 5th Camerons of the 9th Division. The Battalion marched to the rest 
area by stages, resting for one night (February 25th-26th) at the little village of La Créche. More 
than two years were still to pass before that little village was to witness one of the most desperate 
fights in the record of the Battalion. 

On arriving at Outtersteene the 3rd Worcestershire settled down to a period of training 
which lasted until the beginning of March. 


The 1/7th and 1/8th Battalions of the Regiment remained throughout the winter in the Third 
Army area on the Somme front. The detail of their fortunes will be found in the following Chapter. 


The 10th Battalion spent New Year’s Day in billets at La Croix Marmuse. Two days later 
the Battalion was inspected in marching order by the new commander of the 19th Division, Major- 
General Tom Bridges (f). 

On the following night (January 4th/5th) the 10th Worcestershire marched forward to the 
line and relieved the 9th Cheshire in the trenches at Neuve Chapelle facing the Bois du Biez. On 
their right the 8th Gloucestershire took over the trenches astride the La Bassée road, including 
“Port Arthur.”” Two tours were done in these trenches between the 4th and the 22nd of January, 


(a) On that day (7/2/16) Major A. Whitty D.S.O. joined the 2nd Battalion as Quartermaster. 

(6) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire February 18th-28th—3 killed, 17 wounded. 

(c) February 29th—March 8th in Annequin and Oblinghem. 

(d) From 25th March to the 3rd April, from the 17th May to the 8th June. 

(ce) In March the losses totalled 4 killed and 17 wounded, in April 2 killed, 1 officer (Captain F. H. Lawrence; and 24 
men wounded, in May 2 killed and 3 wounded and in June 1 officer (2/1 t. T. H. S. Senior) and 3 men killed 
and 19 wounded. 

(f) The hero of the “ toy drum " episode on the Retreat from Mons. 

(g) 10th and 16th Welch Regiment. (h) February 12th. He was succeeded by Colonel G. A. Royston Pigott D.S.0, 
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; (a) Total casualties loth Worcestershire. January 4th—April 17th —5 killed, 10 wounded. 


FLANDERS AND ARTOIS. Feb.—March 1916. 


On February 19th the Battalion moved forward from Robecy to billets at La Gorgue and 
five days later again took over the trenches at Neuve Chapelle. The 19th Division had extended 
its front, and the Battalion now took over the trench-line by the Moated Grange. These trenches 
varied by billets at Pont du Hem and Robermetz were held by the Battalion alternately with the 
10th Royal Warwickshire until April 18th without important incident save for much firing on March 
20th in support of a successful little raid carried out by the 8th North Staffordshire (a). 

On the 12th April orders were received that the 19th Division would be withdrawn into 
General Reserve for training. The Welshmen of the 38th Division again took over the line and 
on April 17th the 10th Worcestershire marched back to billets at La Gorgue; whence on the 
following day the march was continued to Robecq. 

From Robecq the 57th Brigade marched on April 20th in bitterly cold weather through 
La Perriere, Guarbecque, Molinghem and Lambres to Witternesse, whence the battalions marched 
individually to billets. The 10th Worcestershire proceeded through Blessy to quarters in the village 
of Marthes. There the Battalion settled down to platoon and company training, which continued 
until well on into May. 


The Campaign of 1916 was opened by the enemy. Throughout 1915 the German forces 
in France and Flanders had remained on the defensive while their comrades on the Eastern front had 
defeated in succession the Russians and the Serbs. Now, on February 2Ist, 1916, a tremendous 
offensive was commenced against the French positions in the salient of Verdun. The struggle 
which ensued lasted throughout the Spring, and taxed to the utmost the strength of the French 
Army. As a first contribution of assistance to our ally it was decided on February 27th that British 
forces should relieve the French Tenth Army in Artois. 

In the first days of February a beginning had been made with the formation of a staff for 
a Fourth Army, to meet the steady increase in the British fighting forces. On February 28th this 
new Fourth Army came into being, and took over the front (b) hitherto held by the Third Army 
in Picardy from Gommecourt to the Somme. 

Arrangements were then made for the relief of the French Tenth Army in Artois. The 
British First Army was to extend its right flank and to take over the French line facing Lens ; and 
the Third Army, reconstituted, was to relieve the French troops thence southward past Arras to the 
left flank of the new Fourth Army at Gommecourt. 

The 23rd Division, including the 1st Worcestershire, was among the troops of the First Army 
used to extend that Army’s right flank, while the 25th Division, including the 3rd Worcestershire, 
was allotted to the reconstituted Third Army. 


So it came about that on February 28th, word came to the Ist Worcestershire, then training 
near Sercus, that the 23rd Division would move forward next day. At 9.30 a.m. on the following 
morning (February 29th) the Battalion marched from Sercus to Thiennes and entrained. The 
troop-train carried the Battalion southward, past Lillers and Bethune to Calonne-Ricouart where at 
1 p.m. the Battalion detrained, and marched five miles to billets in the mining village of Bruay. 
The Worcestershire were the first British troops to enter Bruay, and received a very friendly welcome 
from the inhabitants. The Battalion lay for a week in Divisional Reserve, while further forward 
the 69th Brigade took over trenches from the French troops. Then on March 7th the 24th Brigade 
moved forward. After a wearisome march through Houdain, Rebreuve, Fresnicourt and Grand 
Servins the Ist Worcestershire were billetted in the big empty Chateau of Gouy-Servins. In that 
dilapidated memorial of past grandeur the Battalion sheltered for two days; after which on the 
evening of March 10th, the Worcestershire marched forward through Villers-au-Bois and Carency 
to trenches on the slope of the northern end of the Vimy Ridge. The Battalion was on the right 
of the Divisional line and now lay on the extreme right flank of the British First Army (c). 

The new trenches were most uncomfortable. They represented the limit gained by the 
French in their attacks during 1915. In every direction the ground was shattered and ploughed 
by shell-fire and scarred by abandoned trenches. The enemy, however, were not aggressive. After 
five quiet days (d) the Ist Worcestershire were relieved by the 20th London ; for the 47th (London) 
Division were now taking over the right sector of the First Army’s front. The 23rd Division moved 
back into reserve and, after one night (March 15th/16th) in Gouy-Servins, the Ist Worcestershire 
marched back to Beugin. There on March 18th the new Commander-in-Chief, Sir Douglas Haig, 
visited the billets of the Battalion. 


(6) The 48th Division, including the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire, was among those transferred from the Third 
to the Fourth Army. The Division, hitherto under the VIIth Corps, now formed part of the Xth Corps. 
In April it was transferred to the VIIIth Corps (see baze 121). 

(c) The previous trenches held by the Battalion had been on that First Army’s extreme left flank. 

(d) The Battalion suffered no casualties during that tour in the trenches. 
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Two days later the 23rd Division moved up to take over the left sector of the IVth Corps 
line and on March 20th the Ist Worcestershire tramped forward from Beugin to billets at Coupigny. 
Thence on the following evening the Battalion marched through Hersin, Boyeffles and Aix Noulette 
forward to trenches north of Souchez, where they relieved the Ist Royal Berkshire. A trying pericd 
fcllowed. The weather was very cold and the trenches were in very bad condition, shelling was 
continuous and casualties were frequent (a). The Ist Worcestershire and the 2nd East Lancashire 
held those trenches alternately till April 17th; the battalion out of the line being quartered either 
in Bouvigny or in the wood south of Aix Noulette. 

On April 17th the 23rd Division moved back into reserve, and the Ist Worcestershire marched 
back, first to Coupigny and then to Bruay. A week's rest followed, during which the Sergeants 
of the 2nd Battalion came over from Bethune to play the Ist Battalion Sergeants at football (). 
Then the 24th Brigade moved right back for training. The weather had changed suddenly from 
cold to heat and an eighteen mile march to Beumetz (c) on April 26th proved very trying to the 
troops. 


On March 10th the 25th Division concluded its long period of rest and training in the area 
around Merris and moved south to join the Third Army. 

The 3rd Worcestershire together with the other battalions of the 75th Brigade, marched 
southward in snowy weather. For three days the Brigade marched (d), through Merville, Lillers 
Pernes and Marquay, past St. Pol to billets at Penin. There the Brigade continued its training 
in pleasant open country. Not since 1815 had British troops been seen in that part of Artois, but 
the inhabitants, although seeming “a bit nervous” (e) at first, soon grew to like their English 
guests. 


Not until April 10th was the training programme completed (f) ; then the 3rd Worcestershire 
were carried forward in motor lorries to Maroeuil near Arras, and came into a new and strange area. 
In front cf them the ground-sloped upward to the bluff shoulder of the Vimy Ridge, and all around 
was desolate broken ground laid waste by the fierce fighting of the previous year. In that fighting 
the French had won their way step by step to positions half-way up the slope of the Ridge ; and 
those positions ever since that time had been a hot-bed of underground warfare. The steep slope 
of the Ridge and its dry soil were ideal for mining operations and both sides were hard at work. 


CRATER FIGHTING ON THE VIMY RIDGE. 


For a week after their arrival in the area north of Arras, the 3rd Worcestershire remained in 
Teserve. One company was detached to Anzin St. Aubin and one to Roclincourt, and throughout 
the week the whole Battalion was split up in working and carrying parties, to assist the mining 
operations in the front-line trenches. Until April 19th, those parties laboured separately, with many 
minor adventures ; then the Battalion was reunited in Divisional Reserve at Acq. On April 26th 
the Battalion moved forward and relieved the 10th Cheshire in the line just north of Neuville St. 
Vaast, half-way up the slope of the Ridge. 

The front line ran across a wilderness of mine craters and both sides were working feverishly 
on the construction of fresh mines. Shell-fire was incessant. On the first day there were several 
casualties (g) including the Medical Officer of the Battalion. That evening a minor enterprise 
carried out by two officers of the Regiment, Major A. C. Johnston (then Brigade Major) and Captain 
G. S. Briscoe, succeeded in establishing a post on the near lip of “ Broadmarsh Crater,’’ a point 
previously unreached. 

The following day (April 28th) was broken only by sniping and bombing around the new post. 
Nothing much occurred until darkness fell, Then, at about 7.30 p.m. a territic explosion shook 
the ground. A huge mine had been exploded by the enemy under the parapet near the left flank of 
the Battalion’ sline. A storm of firing followed as the enemy attacked. The new post at “Broad- 
marsh Crater ’’ was overwhelmed, but around the fresh crater formed by the explosion the bombers 
of the 3rd Worcestershire fought stubbornly. The defence was inspired | by 2/ Lieut. J. _D. W. 


(a) Casualties Ist W orcestershire March 2Ist-April 17th —10 ) killed, 12 wounded. 

(6) The 2nd Battalion won, 1—0, (c) About 18 miles east of Bethune. 

{d) Stages of the march :—March 10th from Outtersteene—Vieux Berquin—Merville—Robecq. March 11th, from 
Robecq—Lillers—Pernes—Couteville. March 12th, from  Couteville—Bryas—Marquay—Averdoingt. 
Penin. 

(e) Ata neighbouring village an old farmer showed the Brigade Staff a letter written to his great-grandfather in 1815 
by a British battalion commander, apologising for some misconduct of his men after Waterloo. 

V) It may be noted that by that time all ranks of the 3rd Worcestershire were chafing for action after their Jong rest; 

one wonders now....... how soon we shall be in the trenches wrote an officer of the Regiment, “ we have 

been out of them quite long enough"; and again, later, “ we are all sick to death of this doing nothing.” 

(g) 1 killed, 5 wounded. 
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Mc Michael and by Captain T. P. Muspratt who, although severely wounded, refused to leave his 
company, and continued in command during four hours of heavy fighting until the danger had 
passed (a). The enemy seized the crater but their further advance was checked (6). 

From the near lip of the new crater—‘‘ Central Crater,”’ as it was named, from its position at 
the head of a trench called “ Central Avenue ’’—the enemy could overlook all the vicinity. The 
situation would be most dangerous unless they could be driven back. Plans for counter-attack were 
made, artillery support was arranged and after dark the force detailed for the counter-attack, two 
platoons under Captain T. G. Parkes, formed up in ‘‘ Bertrand Trench.” 

At 8-15 p.m., amid soaring flares and bursting shells, the two platoons charged forward. 
They were met by an intense machine-gun fire from both flanks and from the crater itself. Through 
the storm Captain Parkes succeeded in winning his way to the lip of the crater, but there found 
himself accompanied only by one subaltern (2/Lieut. H. A. Jennings) and one private. Every 
other man of his two platoons had been struck down. The enemy were strongly posted, and were 
firing with four machine-guns from the crater’s near edge. The three survivors could do no more 
than reconnoitre the position. The subaltern actually made his way into the crater. Then they 
crept back to Bertrand Trench to arrange a fresh assault. 

The bombardment by the artillery had done little damage, and apparently had served merely 
to warn the enemy. It was decided therefore that the renewed attack should be made in silence 
and without artillery support until the enemy should open fire. Two hours after midnight the 
second attempt was made by the other two platoons of the Company. Creeping forward with 
the bayonet, the assaulting platoons got within twenty yards of the crater; but there the attack 
was held up. In the time which had elapsed since the first attack the enemy had hastily covered 
their front with barbed wire, and in the darkness the troops could not pass that entanglement. 
The enemy’s machine-guns opened fire, 2/Lieut. Jennings, who throughout showed the greatest 
gallantry, was killed and the attack was brought to a standstill. Most of the two platoons had 
fallen, but the surviving subaltern, 2/Lieut. R. B. W. Vintner, reorganised such as remained, found 
a gap in the wire and made his way forward to within bombing distance. Six brave men followed 
him, and hurled bombs at the enemy's machine-guns till they had no more to throw. The subaltern 
was wounded (c), and the remnant of the attackers were forced to fall back (@). 

At the same time the right flank company of the Battalion, under Captain J. B. Barron, 
endeavoured to regain the lost position in ‘‘ Broadmarsh ” Crater. But after a sharp bombing fight 
the attacking platoon was forced to fall back after losing 2 killed and 11 wounded. Colonel Davidge 
then decided that success was unlikely without a thorough artillery preparation and postponed 
further operations. 


Next day (April 30th) the artillery of both sides were very active, and it was decided again 
to attack ‘“‘ Broadmarsh’’ Crater. The attacking party, 32 volunteers from Captain Barron’s 
company under 2/Lieut. H. U. Richards, crept forward in silence from Broadmarsh Trench at 1.40 
a.m., surprised the enemy and seized the near lip of the crater. Amid a blaze of firing from every 
direction they dug themselves into cover, and by dawn the near edge of the crater was securely in 
our possession at no greater cost than three men wounded : a gratifying little success. 

On the following evening (May Ist) the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved by the 10th Cheshire 
and marched back into reserve billets by Mont St. Eloy, whence during the ensuing week many 
working parties were sent forward (e). 


On May 9th the Battalion again took over the same trenches from the 10th Cheshire. In the 
interval several more mines had been exploded and “ Broadmarsh ”’ Crater had again twice changed 
hands, but the general position was unaltered. 

Next evening (May 10th) a big enemy mine went up to the right of the line held by the 
Battalion and another was known to be in preparation. It is hard to conceive a form of warfare 
more trying for the troops, but a staff officer (f) who visited the trenches of the 3rd Worcestershire 
on May 10th found the spirit of the Regiment as high as ever. ‘‘ While I was in the trench,” he 
wrote, ‘‘ the Bosche started bombing us; the first three or four bombs were short and wide, but the 
next came right into the trench hitting a sergeant and three men. The men, however, behaved 
splendidly ; there was no flurry or excitement, though these three poor fellows were lying at the 
bottom of the trench. They just quietly sorted themselves out for a bombing fight— First thrower 
forward '—' Stand by with the bombs ’—' Straighten pins,’—and we all got the bombs ready to 


(a) Captain Muspratt was awarded the M.C. Pte. A. G. Boothman, who showed great bravery in this fight, was 
awarded the D.C.M. 

(b) Casualties, 3rd Worcestershire—6 killed, 14 missing believed killed, one officer (Captain T. P. Muspratt) and 47 
men wounded. (c) 7 killed, 2 missing believed killed. 2/Lieut. Vintner was awarded the M.C. 

(d) In those two attacks Captain Parkes company had lost | officer (2/Lieut. H. A. Jennings) and 9 men killed, 1 officer 
(2/Lieut. R. B. W. Vintner) and 38 men wounded. 

(e; The working parties were shelled. Casualties 2 killed, 1 wounded. () AC.J. 
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pass up to the thrower; in the meantime the men behind quietly carried on with their digging.” 
And he noted that when later it was possible tu get the three wounded men away, “ the sergeant with 
a splinter in his knee would not leave his post.” 

Bombing fights and minor enterprises lasted until May 17th, when the 10th Cheshire again 
took over and the 3rd Worcestershire moved back into reserve at Mont St. Eloy. 


Further north, in the area around Beaumetz, the training of the 24th Brigade lasted for ten 
days. Then by road and rail the (a) Ist Worcestershire moved back on May 5th to their former 
area and were billetted in Hersin. On May 10th the Battalion once more took over the trenches 
previously held near Souchez.: Between their position and that of the 3rd Battalion further to 
the right was a distance of about a mile, held by the 47th (London) Division. After four days of 
intermittent shelling (6), the Battalion was relieved on the 15th by the 2nd East Lancs. and moved 
back to reserve billets at Bouvigny. 


Thus both the Ist and 3rd Worcestershire were lying in reserve on the evening of May 2lst, 
when the enemy attacked in force. Determined to gain the upper hand in the crater-fighting on 
the Ridge, the Germans had made their plans with characteristic thoroughness. After a terrific 
bombardment, in which the front line was literally flattened out, every British battery ‘ neutralised ’ 
by gas and lachrymatory shells and all communications cut, the enemy’s infantry swarmed forward. 
The attack was mainly directed against the 47th Division, whose defences were overwhelmed, but 
the left flank of the German attack struck the 10th Cheshire and drove them back, capturing 
“ Bertrand’ and “ P79" trenches as well as ‘“‘ Broadmarsh ”’ Crater. 

In their huts at Bouvigny the Ist Worcestershire stood to arms, while above their heads 
the ridge of Notre-Dame-de-Lorette shook under a rain of heavy shells.  Eight-inch shells struck 
all around the billets of the Battalion, but by a miracle not more than one man was wounded. All 
day the Battalion awaited orders for action. No orders came. The enemy had secured the British 
front line but made no attempt at any further advance. They were content to have gained pos- 
session of the British mine shafts, and thereby to cripple our activities against their trenches. Sharp 
fighting went on for some days at the northern end of the Vimy Ridge, but the 24th Brigade were 
not called upon to take an active part. 


At the southern end of the Ridge a more obstinate struggle took place. During the German 
attack the billets of the 3rd Worcestershire at Mont St. Eloy were bombarded with gas shells. The 
Battalion stood to arms and spent several uncomfortable hours in gas-masks. Presently came news 
of the disaster to the lUth Cheshire: the 8th Loyal North Lancashire would retake the lost trenches. 

That night the Loyals attacked ; but without success. As the fight progressed, orders came 
for the 3rd Worcestershire to move upin support, and about 10 p.m. the ccmpanies filed forward 
into position near the road which ran east of the ruins of Neuville St. Vaast. Heavy gun-fire was 
going on all around. Several shells struck near the waiting companies and there were many 
casualties (c). 

On the following evening (May 22nd) the Battalion relieved the remnants of the 10th Cheshire. 
Orders came for a counter-attack on the evening of May 23rd. The 3rd Worcestershire would 
retake the trenches lost by the Cheshire, while further to the left the 47th Division would retake 
their former positions. 

After a day of heavy shelling the gun-fire rose to intensity at 8-25 p.m. and the counter- 
attack began. Through a storm of fire the assaulting platoons of the 3rd Worcestershire charged 
forward and retook “ P79” with the bayonet ; but on their left the enemy beat off the attack of 
the 47th Division and presently brought entfilade fire to bear on the position gained by the Battalion. 
The left half of “ P79" had to be evacuated, but the Worcestershire succeeded in making a block 
half-way along the trench, and held the right half obstinately with bomb and bayonet. No further 
attack was attempted by cither side, and gradually the gun-fire died duwn. The day’s work had 
cost the Battalion dear—nearly a hundred in all (d) including the gallant 2/Lieut. McMichael. 


Some days of comparative quiet followed, while both sides worked hard at consolidation. 
The Battalion front was extended to the right as far as Grange Avenue, and on May 26th another 
mine went up at the head of that trench. The new crater was seized by the Worcestershire and 
entrenched after a sharp fight (e). 


(d) The figures of casualties given in the Battalion and Brigade Diaries differ slightly. The Battalion figures are :— 
2/Lieut. J. D. W. McMichael and 14 men killed, 2/Lieut. W. S. Knowles and 70 men wounded. 

(e) In which 2/Lieut. H. V. Williams was killed and 9 men wounded. 
Next day (27th) the Medical Officer of the Battalion (Lieut. J. M. C. Johnson R.A.M.C.) was killed together 
with two men, and on the 28th 2’Lieut. K. L. Hallward was killed, one man was killed and 5 wounded. 


157 


3rp 


1st 


3rp 


3rp 


Ist 


141 


FLANDERS AND ARTOIS. May—June 16, 


On May 29th came news that the 25th Division was to be relieved in the line by the 51st 


(Highland) Division. On the night of the Ist of June, after a day of heavy shelling (a), the 3rd 
Worcestershire were relieved by the 6th Seaforth Highlanders, and marched back down the slope 
and through Neuville St. Vaast to billets at Ecoivres. Thence on the following night (June znd/3rd) 
the Battalion marched westward to Averdoingt. The fighting on the Vimy Ridge from April 
26th to the Ist of June had cost the 3rd Worcestershire over three hundred of all ranks, including 
eleven officers. 


Meanwhile, further to the north, the Ist Battalion had been having a much more peaceful 


time. After the enemy attack on May 2Ist the Battalion for a week was called on to find numerous 
working parties to repair the damage : then on the evening of May 30th new trenches were taken over, 
further to the north than the previous line and facing Angres. The Ist Worcestershire and 2nd 
East Lancashire held those trenches alternately till June 12th. When out of the line the Battalion 
was billetted at ‘‘ Fosse 10,” near Coupigny. That period was not eventful nor were casualties 
heavy (5). 


On June 10th orders were issued that the 23rd Division would be withdrawn into reserve. 


On the evening of June 12th, the 19th London (c) took over the trenches of the Ist Worcestershire, 
and the Battalion, after one more night at Fosse 10, marched back on the following day in soaking 
rain through Hersin, Barlin and Houdain to Dieval. On June 14th the march was continued 
westward through Sains-Les-Pernes to Fiefs, whence on June 16th the Battalion marched northward 
to the allotted Training Area and found quarters at Flechin. 


Shortly after the Ist and 3rd Battalions of the Regiment moved out of the Vimy sector, a 


new Battalion of the Regiment, the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion,came up into the area which they had left. 


The 14th (Pioneer) Battalion had crossed from Southampton to Havre on the night of June 


20th/21st (d). After twenty-four hours in Base Rest Camp, the Battalion entrained and proceeded 
to the front ; finally detraining at Bruay on June 23rd and marching to billets at Chamblain 
Chatelain. There the Pioneers came under the orders of the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, of 
which henceforth they were to form part. 


The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division had recently arrived in France from the Eastern Mediterr- 


anean (é) and was then in process of relieving the 47th Division in the trenches on the Vimy Ridge. 
On June 24th the 14th Worcestershire marched forward towards the line, and that evening settled 
into bivouac in the Bois de la Haie, south of the great ridge of Notre-Dame-de-Lorette and some 
three miles from the battle-front. The Battalion was destined to remain in that neighbourhood 
throughout the ensuing three months, the various companies and platoons being employed separately 
in work on the surrounding defences (f). 


At the end of May two other Battalions of the Regiment had joined the British Armies in 


France. The training of the 2nd-Line Territorial units of the South Midland Division had been 
completed, and their Division, newly entitled the 61st Division, commenced the crossing to France 
on May 22nd. The 2/7th Worcestershire entrained at Tidworth on the afternoon of May 23rd 


and embarked that evening at Southampton. At 6 p.m. the S.S. “ Cesarea 


steamed down 


Southampton Water and out into the Channel, but at midnight an alarm of submarines compelled 
the troopships to return to Southampton. Not till after dark on the next night did the transports 
sail again; and then the 2/8th Worcestershire also were with the convoy. The latter Battalion, 
which had left Tidworth on the morning of May 24th, crossed in the S.S’s. “ City of Dunkirk” 
and “ Duchess of Argyle.” At dawn next morning (May 25th) the convoy reached Havre and 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(4) 


(e) 
(f) 


Which cost the Battalion 7 killed, 2 officers (Licuts. F. A. Reading and A. R. Thomson) and 9 men wounded. 

16 wounded. During that period a battalion of Royal Marines was attached for instruction. 

Of the 47th Division. 

June 20th Battalion moved by rail from Codford to Southampton. Embarked 1-30 p.m. Sailed 6-30 p.m. 
Arrived Havre on morning of June 21st. The followi1g officers embarked with the Battalion :— 
Lt.-Colonel C. C. H. O. Gascoigne, Major E. Hayward, Major C. F, Fitch, Capt. J. C. Holmes, Capt. F. J. 
Brazier, Capt. E. H. B. Coster. Lieuts. H. J. Maybrey, C. H. Vick, O. N. Jackson, E. H. Esbester, H.C. J. S. 
King, H. 1. L. Brittain, 2/Lieuts. D. N. Rowe, W. A. Johns, T. H. Hill, A. P. Watkins, L. N. Jotcham, 
F. T. Price, S. H. FE. Gansden, H. R. Clarke, H. M. Pharazyn, E. M. Tweddle, W. H. Goold, H. L. Sheen, 
A. Hoskins, H. C. Maben. Capt. and Adjt. R. B. Umfreville, Lieut. and Qmr. J. Batchelor, R.S.M. J. A. 
Collins. 

After the evacuation of the Dardanelles the Royal Naval !ivision had remained as garrison to Mudros, until the 
middle of May ; then the Division was transported to France. 

The subsequent movements and casualties of the Battalion will be found in the following Chapter. 
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May-June 1916. NEW BATTALIONS IN THE OLD LINE. 


both Battalions disembarked (a). That same night the 2/8th Worcestershire entrained, and were 
carried to Molinghem, whence at 4 p.m. next day (May 26th) the Battalion marched to Robecq. 
There they were joined next day by the 2/7th Battalion, which, after a night in rest camp at Havre 
had moved by train to Berguette. After a few days-of inspections and preliminary training, orders 
came that the 183rd Brigade would be attached for instruction in trench warfare to the 35th Division. 

On the last day of May, the 183rd Brigade marched forward from Robecq through Le Cornet 
Malu to Vieille Chapelle. There the 2/7th Worcestershire went into billets. The 2/8th Worcester- 
shire found quarters a mile to the northward at La Fosse. 

Then on the Ist of June the two Battalions marched forward to the line. The individual 
companies of the 2/7th Worcestershire were attached to the battalions of the 104th Brigade (b) 
at Richebourg St. Vaast. The 2/8th Worcestershire were similarly attached to the battalions of 
the 105th Brigade (c) at Neuve Chapelle. 

On June 10th that period of instruction came to an end, and the two Battalions were once 
more concentrated ; the 2/7th at Vieille Chapelle and the 2/8th at Riez Bailleul. On the following 
day the 6Ist Division moved forward to take over the Neuve Chapelle sector of the line from the 
38th (Welsh) Division. The 183rd Brigade took over the line by the Moated Grange with two 
battalions in front line. The 2/8th Worcestershire held the right hand sector, including the ‘* Ducks 
Bill” (2). The 2/7th Worcestershire were in support at Pont-du-Hem. The 2/8th Worcestershire 
held the front line for four days, experiencing some minor fighting (c). Then on June 15th the 
Battalion was relieved and went back into billets at Riez Bailleul. Next day the 6lst Division 
extended its front to the right, and the 183rd Brigade had to bring a third battalion into line. The 
2:7th Worcestershire took over the trenches facing the Bois du Biez and held them (f) until June 
2Ist; then, the 183rd Brigade moved back into Divisional Reserve. The 2/8th Worcestershire (g), 
marched back to La Fosse, while the 2/7th Worcestershire, went into billets at La Gorgue. The 
two Battalions remained in those billets until the end of the month. 


* * * * * * * * * * 


As Spring turned into Summer, preparations were made for the long-awaited offensive of 
the British Armies to relieve the French at Verdun. It had been decided that the offensive should 
be undertaken in Picardy, on the Somme front ; and the whole strength of the British forces was 
concentrated in that area to deliver the blow. The heavy artillery and the ammunition reserves 
were shifted southward, and the Flanders front became even quieter than before, as the enemy's 
guns and munitions were likewise moved southward to meet the menace in Picardy. 

One by one the Battalions of the Regiment went south to bear their part in the new offensive. 
The First-Line Territorial Battalions were already in Picardy. The Ist, 3rd, and 10th Battalions 
moved to the same area during May and June. 

The 14th Battalion continued to labour throughout the summer in the area facing the Vimy 
Ridge, and the Second-Line Territorial Battalions held trenches at Neuve Chapelle until the autumn. 
Those were the only units of the Regiment remaining in the former battlefields of the British Armies, 
when the 2nd Battalion went southwards at the beginning of July. 


The long service of the 2nd Worcestershire in the area around Bethune closed with a brilliant 
little exploit. At the beginning of July demonstrations were made at many points along the British 
line in Artois and Flanders to assist the great attack on the Somme. Among those demonstrations 
was a raid carried out by the Battalion. 


(a) The following officers embarked with the two Battalions :— 
2/7th Battalion :—Lieut.-Colonel L. C. Dorman, Major E. H. Grainger, Major G. H. Green, Capt. & Adjutant 
F. D. Simpson, Capt. W. E. Boucher, Capt. C. L. Butcher, Capt. E. R. Hopewell, Capt. G Tomkinson, 
Capt. W. Hancocks, Lieuts. G. A. Thompson . Hemingway, H. au kK. oe Hemingw J. E. Roberts, 
A.H. Bowman, S. H. Spreat, A.O.G. M. Gre son, J. L. Swanson, H. C. Stone, 
F. V. Durkin, L. Johnston, A. E sade Tvodie, . Hamilton, Lieut. and Qmr. 
M. F. Clemo, Capt. R. W. Ach yoaje WieSs Tomlin (C.F.). 
2/8th Battalion :—Lieut.-Colonel F. Major H. M. Griffiths, Major A. D. Bartlett, Capt. and Adjutant 
H. W. Davies, Capt. J. O. Walford, cae A. clit Capt. A. W. Odgers, Capt. A. V. Rowe, Capt. C. W. Holcroft, 
Capt. P. L. Barrow, Capt. A. E. Ball, Capt. R. W. Stevenson, Lieuts. C anklin, E. L. Rabone, H. R. 
Holcroft, J. F. Bomford, R. H. Stallard, 1). R. Bomford, Mitchell, 2/Lts. H. M. Adams, H. L. Evers, 
W. F. Edge, N. V. H. Symons, J. H. Chapple, C. W. H. Franklin, B. B. Gascoigne, C. Clements, A. Lecte, 
Lieut. & Omr. J. Well, Forde (f.4.ALC.). 
(6) 17th, 18th and 20th Lancashire Fusiliers and 23rd Manchesters. 
(c) 15th and 16th Cheshire, 14th Gloucestershire, 15th Sherwood Foresters. 
(dq) The old battle-ground of the Ist Battalion in March 1915. (e) Casualties 3 killed and 4 wounded. 
(f) Casualties 4 wounded. (g) June 18th/20th the 2/8th Worcestershire had been billetted at Croix Barbée 
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THE SUMMER OF 1916. June—July 1916 


From June 24th onwards till July Ist the British guns had carried out a series of short 
bombardments in harmony with the greater bombardment in progress further south. The gun- 
fire tore many gaps in the enemy’s wire defences, and those gaps were kept open by systematic firing, 
day out night (a). Plans for the raid were made carefully, and the raiding force was specially 
trained. 


THE AUCHY RAID. 


Except for a heavy bombardment by the British artillery, the day of the Ist July passed 
quietly on the front of the 2nd Worcestershire. After dark the raiding force assembled: two 
companies of the Battalion, under Captain J. F. Leman. Volunteers crawled forward across 
““No Man’s Land” and laid broad white tapes to mark paths through three selected gaps in the 
enemy’s wire. Eight Stokes mortars were brought up and made ready for action. 

At midnight the raiders filed out of the trenches and lay down in front of our wire. For 
a few minutes they waited in silence. Ten minutes after midnight the silence was rent by the 
explosion of a mine away to the left, at ‘‘ Mine Point.’’ The enemy’s guns, imagining a raid at that 
Point, opened fire in its direction. No sooner had they given tongue than (12-15 a.m.) the British 
artillery opened a barrage fire on the enemy’s reserve line and a second British mine went up 
(12-18 a.m.) at the real objective, “‘ Railway Point.” As the mine exploded, the eight Stokes mortars 
began an intense bombardment (6), a shower of Very lights was sent up from the British trenches 
and the two companies of the 2nd Worcestershire dashed forward. On the right “ C’’ Company, 
led by Captain C. H. Pigg, and on the left ‘‘ A’’ Company, led by Lieut. A. W. Roberts, charged 
across ‘‘No Man’s Land” and flung themselves on the dazed Germans (c). The enemy’s first and 
second lines were overrun, blocks were quickly established on the outer flanks under the protection 
of the barrage put down by the mortars, and then systematically the enemy’s dugouts and mine- 
shafts were bombed out and destroyed (d). 

Lance-Corporal W. Davis of the Battalion Signallers had accompanied the raiders and installed 
a telephone in the enemy’s trench. Throughout the fight which followed, he kept his instrument 
in operation, enabling Captain Leman in the British front line to control the operations (e). 

The enemy fought stubbornly and made several attempts to retake the trench, by bombing 
from either flank. Those bombing attacks were met and repulsed. 2nd Lieutenant T. N. Wilmot, 
in particular, distinguished himself by great gallantry in that bombing fight (f). For over an hour 
the Worcestershire lads raged up and down the enemy's defences, inflicting all the damage possible ; 
then the signal for recall was given by a bugle from the British lines. The raiders clambered out of 
the German trenches and returned, amid flares and bursting shells, bringing with them much booty 
and eleven prisoners ; all that survived of the German garrison. These were found to belong to 
the 242nd and 244th Reserve Regiments ; which curiously enough, were the regiments which the 
2nd Battalion had fought in October 1914 at Polygon Wood and at Gheluvelt (g). 

The two companies reassembled in the reserve trenches and counted losses; those proved 
not to be heavy—2 killed and 15 badly wounded ; though many more were slightly injured. Alto- 
gether a most successful little affair (A). . 


Next night (June 2nd/3rd) the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved and moved back to billets 
at Beuvry. There the Battalion rested for three days. On July 6th, to the great regret of all 
ranks, Lieut.-Colonel L. M. Stevens left the Battalion to take over command of the 18th Lancashire 
Fusiliers. 

That evening the Battalion marched eastward from Beuvry to Busnettes where the Battalion 
lay for the ensuing two days. On July 7th Maior T. K. Pardoe arrived and took over the command. 

The Battalion had now seen the last of the Bethune trenches. Orders came for the 33rd 
Division to move south forthwith. After dark on July 8th the Battalion marched from Busnettes 
to Lillers Station and entrained. At 10-50 p.m. that night the train moved out of the station 
and carried the 2nd Worcestershire southwards to the Somme. 


(a) One round every four minutes during each night. (b) The Stokes mortars each fired 30 rounds a minute. 

(c) The mine had been most effective ; six dead Germans were found in the crater. 

(d) Big portable charges of H.E. were carried across from the British trenches and thrown down the mine shafts. 

(e) L/Cpl. Davis was awarded the D.C.M. 

(f) 2/Lt. Wilmot was awarded the M.C. 

(g) An account of that affair, from the enemy’s side, will be found in the history of the 242nd Reserve Regiment, 
pages 50-51. 

(4) Captain C. H. Pigg was awarded the M.C. for his gallant leadership in that raid. 
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Chapter XI. THE SOMME, 1916. 


E Somme battlefront had been considered a‘ quiet ’ sector before the Summer of 1916. We 

have already told how that area of Picardy had been taken over by the British Third Army 

in the Summer of 1915 and how in the following March the forces had been reorganised, the 

British Third Army had been shifted north into Artois and the line across the Somme uplands 
had been occupied by the newly formed British Fourth Army. During the Spring of 1916 that 
Fourth Army was gradually strengthened by additional troops, stores and guns, until the main 
strength of the British Expeditionary Force was concentrated in Picardy for the great offensive— 
the offensive designed to relieve the pressure on the French at Verdun. 


We have told how the 48th (South Midland) Division formed part of the first British forces 
sent to Picardy, and how the two Territorial Battalions of the Regiment came south from Flanders 
to the trenches at Hebuterne. There they had remained until after the New Year, seeing no heavy 
fighting, but enduring much hardship and discomfort during the Second Winter of the War. The 
losses in killed and wounded had not been severe (a) ; but the battle casualties do not convey a true 
Picture of the effect of those long winter months on the troops of the 48th Division. The evil weather 
and the deep mud had made life in the trenches extremely trying. When the Battalions were out 
of the line there was very little opportunity for training: large working parties were reine 
employed on digging reserve lines of defence (b). Whole companies were often engaged on suc! 
tasks all day long, and returned after dark, soaked to the skin. Many of the best N.C.O’s. and 
men were evacuated sick (c) ; and the two Battalions suffered more by wastage during that ‘ quiet’ 
period than in some of the subsequent battles. 


During most of January the life of the two Battalions in the trenches at Hebuterne was as 
uneventful as it had been during the preceding months of the winter. Presently came news that 
the 48th Division was to shift its ground to the northward. The last few days at Hebuterne were 
made notable by two episodes—a mistaken ‘ gas’ alarm, which spread great excitement throughout 
a 48th Division (d), and asmall raid against the enemy's trenches attempted by the 1/7th Worcester- 
shire. 

In the small hours of the morning of January 30th, two parties from ‘“‘ A’ Company of 
the Battalion (e), led by Lieut. W. R. Prescott and 2/Lieut. D. G. Little, moved out to the line of 
the enemy’s wire. The night was very dark, foggy and bitterly cold. The attacking parties com- 
Mmenced to cut the wire close to the German trench, but it proved stronger than had been realised, 
and the enemy took the alarm before a passage could be effected. A sharp bombing fight ensued 
at ten yards range in which Sergeant J. Parkes showed great bravery (f). It became clear that 
surprise was impossible ; and the attacking parties withdrew, with no greater casualties than three 
men slightly wounded. 


In the first days of February the 144th Brigade was relieved and withdrawn into Divisional 
Teserve ; and the two Worcestershire battalions were billetted for several days at Courcelles and 
Bus. Then the 48th Division moved northwards, and on February 13th the two Battalions marched 
to the new area, the 1/8th from Bus through Coigneux and Souastre to Bienvillers and the 1/7th 
from Courcelles through Bayencourt to Fonquevillers. That evening the 1/7th Worcestershire 
took over new trenches between Fonquevillers and Hannescamps. 


(2) Casualties at Hebuterne : June 1915 to January 1916 :—1/7th Worcestershire :—Killed, 2 officers (2/Lt. M. B. S. 
Spencer on 4th Aug. and Lt. R. A. Leighton on 23rd Dec.) and 20 other ranks. Wounded, one officer and 
52 other ranks. 1/8th Worcestershire :—-Killed, 13. Wounded 28. : 

() “An alleged line of defence called ‘ the Corps Line’: the ground was very wet and in the absence of adequate 
revetting material most of it fell in about as quick as it was dug out.” (F.G.T.) 

(¢) Several officers also were incapacitated. On January 19th Lt.-Colonel A. R. Harman (1/7th Worcestershire) was 

invalided home. On February 9th 2/Lieut. J. E. Jordan died in hospital. 

“ Apparently one man smelt some chloride of lime, and the odour, combined with a fortuitous swoon on the part 
of one of his ‘ pals ’ induced him to give the alarm. It spread to Battalion H.Q. and thence to Brigade. 
The guns opened fire on their night lines.. .. In the village we found gasping platoons, who 
believed they were already gassed, endeavo' g to reach their battle posts...... ’" (H.G.N,) 

Then commanded by Captain F. M. Tomkinson. (f) Sgt. J. Parkes was subsequently awarded the D.C.M. 


(e) 
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THE SOMME 1916. Feb.—April 1916 


The new trenches were dangerous and uncomfortable—" a wavy line of uncompleted and 
ruinous trencheg.............. a front of perhaps a mile and a half, to be held by six or seven hundred 
men............ Ya). 

The trenches were badly revetted and without proper drainage ; and the bad weather of 
the preceding month had dissolved the footways into troughs of mud. A detached platoon post 
on the right flank was so dangerously isolated. In spite of urgent reports, no change was made 
in the dispositions ; and on the night of February 17th/18th the 1/8th Worcestershire took over 
those same trenches from the sister Battalion. That night was dark and stormy. The inter- 
Battalion relief had hardly been completed when the enemy’s guns suddenly opened an intense fire. 
While the bombardment was in progress a strong German raiding party rushed the isolated post 
on the right flank. In spite of a gallant fight by Sergeant H. Webb and his men, the post was lost, 
all the defenders being wounded and captured (b). The platoon’s Lewis gun was taken by the enemy, 
ne withdrew before the rest of the Battalion, pinned down by the shell-fire, had seen anything of 
the attack. 

After that episode the two Battalions remained in the same line of trenches, without notable 
incident, until the end of February (c). Then the 144th Brigade moved back into reserve and the 
Battalions marched southward again to Bus and Courcelles (4), through a country-side made white 
by a sudden fall of snow. ; 


After a few days rest the 144th Brigade again moved forward. The 48th Division had now 
extended its front to the southward and on March 8rd the Brigade took over the line opposite Serre— 
deep gloomy trenches infested with rats. The two Battalions relieved each other in those trenches 
thenceforward until the beginning of April, the Battalion out of the line being billetted in Colin- 
camps or Courcelles. That period was most trying for the troops. Alternate spells of frost and 
thaw made life in the trenches miserable, while heavy falls of snow hampered all work. The enemy's 
shells and rifle grenades caused heavier losses than during the previous months (e). On March 19th 
an attempted German raid roused heavy gun-fire from both sides. The 1/8th Battalicn, which was 
then holding the trenches, had only slight casualties, no more than five wounded: the trenches 
suffered severe damage. 


Before the end of March, the 4th Battalion of the Regiment had landed in France. As 
we have told (Chapter VI), the 29th Division had been ordered to the Western Front after the 
evacuation of Gallipoli ; and the 4th Worcestershire had embarked at Alexandria on March 15th, 
on board the transport ‘‘ Transylvania” (f). 

After an uneventful voyage of four days, the Battalion disembarked at Marseilles on the 
morning of March 20th. All that day officers and men worked hard at unloading the transport ; 
and not until after dark was the Battalion ready to entrain. A long train journey ended at Pont 
Remy in the early hours of March 23rd. The companies marched six miles to billets at Hancourt, 
aes the Battalion lay for a week, finding the Spring rain of Picardy miserably cold after the heat 
of Egypt. 

On the last day of March the 88th Brigade moved eastward to the neighbourhood of Doullens, 
and for three days the 4th Worcestershire lay at Bonneville. Then on April 4th the Brigade marched 
forward in fine cold weather, sixteen miles through Breuval and Beauquesne to Louvencourt. On 
the way Sir Aylmer Hunter-Weston, now once more commanding the VIIIth Corps, saw the Battalion 
pass, and complimented Major Kerans on the appearance of the troops. 

Then the 29th Division took over the line facing Beaumont Hamel. The 88th Brigade lay 
in Divisional Reserve at Louvencourt training hard, until April 11th; then the Brigade moved 


(a) ‘* War Story of the 1/8th Battalion.” 

(6) Twelve in all. The rest of the Battalion suffered no casualties. The incident was misrepresented and caused 
much bad feeling, particularly the loss of the Lewis gun. The Lewis gun was then a new weapon, the first 
having been issued during the preceding month. The 1/8th Battalion, on their way back to billets, lost 
six men wounded by the bombardment. 

(c) The Battalions relieved each other every four days. 

(@) 1/7th Battalion at Courcelles and Sailly, 1/8th Battalion at Bus. 

(e) On March 16th, 2/Lt. S. E. Lloyd of the 1/7th Battalion was killed while visiting one of the forward posts. 

(f) The officers who came to France with the Battalion are recorded on page 115. Other officers who joined the 
Battalion in France were :—Lieuts. R. C. Broughton, E. H. Stroud, G. W. Field, A. Ramsden, B. M. Storey, 
J. Scott, L. L. Gould and E. P. Daw. . 
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Apri—May 1916. THE SPRING IN PICARDY. : 


forward and on April 11th (a) the 4th Worcestershire marched in pouring rain to Mailly Maillet. 
In depressing weather the Battalion worked on defences behind the lines during the ensuing week : 
then on April 18th the 4th Worcestershire went into the trenches at Mary Redan, a sharp salient 
in the Line south of Beaumont Hamel. The trenches were in none too good condition, and much 
work in bad weather was necessary to improve the defences. The Battalion remained in trenches 
facing Beaumont Hamel or in billets behind the line until the end of June (b). When out of the 
lne the companies were busily engaged on works for the forthcoming offensive. 


The arrival of the 29th Division at the beginning of April caused a readjustment of the other 
Divisions holding the line. The 48th Division shifted its ground to the left and the 144th Brigade 
moved from Serre back to Hebuterne. The 1/7th Worcestershire marched forward from Colincamps 
on April 2nd and relieved the 5th Gloucestershire. On the next day the 1/8th Worcestershire also 
moved to the new area and relieved the sister Battalion on the night of April 8th. 

The weather had now definitely changed for the better, and the ensuing weeks were more 
pleasant. Gradually the ground dried and it became possible to improve the trenches. Casualties 
were not heavy in that part of the line. On April 14th the 1/8th Battalion, after relief by the 1/7th 
Battalion, moved back to Couin for a rest in Divisional Reserve. There for a fortnight the 
Battalion rested and trained. The 1/7th Worcestershire did not leave the trenches till April 21st. 
Then the Battalion marched back to Bayencourt. Six days later the 144th Brigade again 
changed position and on April 27th the 1/8th Worcestershire took over trenches facing the German 
salient at Gommecourt Park. Those trenches were good and the weather continued fine ; but the 
enemy’s shell-fire was trying. Lieut. J. F. Reading of the 1/7th Battalion was killed by a shell on April 
29th and on the following night Lieut. G. J. L. Slater, Adjutant of the 1/8th Battalion, was mortally 
wounded (c). On May Ist, Captain N. P. Goodwin of the 1/7th Battalion was severely wounded. 

In the first days of May the Gommecourt front was taken over by the 46th and 56th Divisions(d). 
The 48th Division moved back into reserve. On May 2nd the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire were 
relieved, and two days later the 144th Brigade marched westward from Couin for rest and training. 
Through Authie, Marieux and Beauquesne the column marched to Beauval. There training was 
cared on for ten days (e) and a cheery Brigade Sports Meeting was held (f). Then on May 15th 
the Brigade marched back in its tracks to Couin and Coigneux to relieve the 145th Brigade. 

On the night before the relief took place the enemy raided the trenches of the 1/4th Royal 
Berkshire, inflicting heavy losses and shattering the defences, which were taken over from that 
battalion by the 1/8th Worcestershire on the following evening (16th May). To the Worcestershire 
battalions fell the trying task of clearing up the scene of the fight, burying the dead and remaking the 
trenches ; all of which entailed exceedingly hard work (g). 

Shortly after midnight on May 2Ist a subaltern of the 1/8th Battalion, 2/Lieut. H. G. C. 
Carter, while visiting his posts along the front line, encountered an advancing German patrol. In 
the fight which ensued the subaltern and his orderly were both severely wounded by bombs. Despite 
his wounds the subaltern managed to reach the nearest post and gave orders for fire to be opened ; 
then he struggled back to the post on the right and there gave similar warning before fainting 
from loss of blood (A). 


{a) Brigade Diary. Battalion Diary gives 12th. 

‘o) Battalion in front line—April 18th-23rd—Casualties 4 killed (by minenwerfer striking dugout). 

May 3rd-8th—Casualties: 1 officer missing (Lieut. T. C. Hambling). 

May 28th-June 7th—Casualties 11 killed, one officer (2/Lt. R. H. New) and 29 other ranks wounded. (Most of 
these casualties were caused on the night of June 3rd/4th by German bombardment during a raid carried 
out by other troops further to the left—against ‘' Hawthorn Redoubt.’’) 

Besides those casualties an unfortunate accident took place on May 13th, when a Mills bomb exploded at 
practice, killing 2 and wounding 18. ? 

Billets, 4th Worcestershire :—April 28th-May 3rd—Engelbelmer. May 8th-10th—Acheux Wood. May 
10th-18th—Mailly Maillet. May 18th-28th—Engelbelmer. June 7th-15th—Louvencourt. June 
15th-23rd—Engelbelmer. June 23rd-31st—Louvencourt. 

On May 13th Captain H. J. P. Parker joined as Quartermaster. 

‘) Lieut. Slater died within the hour. He had been an excellent officer, devoted and untiring in his work as Adjutant, 
and his death was much felt. 

‘d) Who were destined later to make at that point one of the most heroic but disastrous attacks of the whole war. 

¢) It is of interest to note that it was not till this period (10th-11th May) that the Territorial Battalions were issued 
with the short rifle carried by the rest of the Army. 

{f) At which the Brigade Sports Cup was won by the 1/7thWorcestershire. 

On May 10th Colonel A. R. Harman rejoined from hospital and resumed command of the 1/7th Battalion. 
Four days later Lieut. E. R. Wallace became A/Adjutant. 

‘s) On 17th/18th May, the 1/7th Battalion, under the supervision of Major E. Briggs of the R.E., accomplished a 
notable work in front of Hebuterne : 580 of all ranks dug an entirely new piece of front line with support 
and communication trenches : about 50,000 cubic feet between 9.30 p.m. and 2.a.m. Throughout the work 
of reconstruction the 1/8th Battalion was bombarded continuously with rifle grenades. Total casualties 
1/8th Worcestershire, 16th-24th May were 1 officer (2/Lieut H. G. C. Carter) and 12 men wounded. 


(a) 2/Lieut. Carter was awarded the M.C. 
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The 1/7th Battalion, which meanwhile had been labouring hard at defences behind the front 
line, relieved the 1/8th Battalion (a) on May 24th and held the line, without notable incident till the 
end of the month. 

On the Ist of June the 144th Brigade was definitely relieved. The trenches at Hebuterne 
were taken over during the morning by the 1/7th Royal Warwickshire, and the 1/7th Worcestershire 
marched back to Couin. In front of them the 1/8th Worcestershire marched to Authie. Next 
day both Battalions marched by way of Thievres, Sarton and Freschvillers to join the rest of 
the 144th Brigade at Gezaincourt. On June 3rd the Brigade marched westward to the St. Riquier 
training area. 


After some ten days in the St. Riquier training area (b) the 48th Division moved back to the 
Line. Leaving Coulonvillers on June 12th, the 1/8th Worcestershire marched eastward to billets 
at Hem near Doullens. On the following day the move was continued through Authie to Coigneux, 
and thence on the 14th the Battalion moved to Louvencourt and Acheux (c). On that same day 
the 1/7th Battalion marched from the training area to Mezerolles west of Doullens, whence on the 
15th they marched onwards through Doullens and Authie to camp at Coigneux (@). On June 
21st the 1/8th Battalion also moved into close billets in Coigneux. 


Early in May another Battalion of the Regiment had arrived in the Somme area. The 19th 
Division, which since April 19th had been training in the open country east of Aire, was brought south 
into the Fourth Army area. On May 7th the 10th Worcestershire marched from their billets at 
Marthes to Aire ; there the Battalion entrained at 10.30 p.m. and, after travelling all night, reached 
Longueau Station, near Amiens, at 8 a.m. next morning. There they detrained and marched 
through Amiens northwards in windy weather to Vignacourt. In that area strenuous training was 
continued until the end of May; then the 57th Brigade moved further west for brigade training, 
and the 10th Worcestershire marched on May 30th through St. Ouen and Gorenflos to billets in 
St. Riquier. Half the Battalion was quartered in the historic farm where Joan of Arc was kept 
a prisoner before her trial at Rouen. 

The 57th Brigade completed its training programme on June 10th, and the Battalion marched 
back on its tracks to Vignacourt. Then the Brigade moved towards the Line. The 10th Worcester- 
shire marched on June 11th through Flesselles, Villers Bocace, Molliens-au-Bois and St. Gratien 
to Frechencourt and then on again next day by Behencourt, Franvillers and the main Albert road 
towards the sound of the guns as far as Dernancourt on the River Ancre. There, the 57th Brigade 
was employed for the next fortnight on working parties behind the line, while parties of officers 
and N.C.O’s. visited the trenches facing Fricourt and Mametz. 


During June the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment joined the Fourth Army on the Somme. 
After ten days training at Averdoingt the Battalion marched on June 14th, by way of Gouy, Houvin 
and Frévent to Bonniers. A short rest there was followed, on the night of June 17th/18th, by a march 
southward to Longuevillette near Doullens; whence on the following night the Battalion again 
marched south-westward to Pernois; and thence, five days later, to Berneuil. 

On June 27th the 25th Division moved eastward from the training area towards the Line, 
and the 3rd Worcestershire made a long night march from Berneuil through Canaples, Havernas 
and Talmas to Puchevillers. 


In the last week of June the Ist Battalion of the Regiment also came south to join the con- 
centration on the Somme. The 23rd Division had completed its training in the area west of Bethune, 
and on June 24th the battalions of the Division entrained for the south. After a seven-hour railway 
journey from Lillers the lst Worcestershire detrained at Longueau at 9.30 p.m. and marched through 
Amiens westward to billets at St. Sauveur. 


By that time the date fixed for the great attack was known to be close at hand. From 
Bray to Bienvillers the countryside swarmed with troops. “‘ Camps wherever the eye rested,’ wrote 
an officer (¢). ‘“‘ No attempt at concealment or fear of the consequences. Many sausage balloons 
inthe air. Countless acroplanes allday. 9.2-inch and 12-inch batteries at work. A most heartening 
and inspiring spectacle—rather suggesting a Bank Holiday on a gargantuan scale.’” Excitement 
and enthusiasm were running high, and all ranks were in high spirits and confident of victory. 


(2) The 1/8th Battalion moved back to bivouac west of Sailly. 

(0) During that period the Territorial Battalions were billetted as follows :—1/7th Battalion—4th/12th June, Neuville. 
12th/l4th June, Yvrencheux. 1/8th Battalion—4th/12th June, Coulonvillers. 

(ce) Two companies in each. (d) 32 miles in 23 hours; but not one man fell out. (ec) E.P.B. 
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June 1916 THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE BATTLE. 


The forces which had been massed for the attack were indeed such as to justify confidence. 
From south to north, from the River Somme to Gommecourt, six Army Corps faced the enemy, 
with thirteen Divisions—150,000 fighting men (2)—deployed along a front of some twelve miles. 


THE BATTLES OF THE SOMME. 


The general plan of the great attack was to break through the enemy’s positions in the valley 
of the Ancre between La Boisselle and Serre, and then to roll up the German defences to the northward 
by a rapid turning movement carried out by fresh troops brought up from reserve. The main 
attack was to be made by the IIIrd, Xth and VIIIth Corps of the Fourth Army. To assist the 
main attacks, subsidiary attacks were to be made, on the southern flank by the XIIIth and XVth 
Corps of the Fourth Army, on the northern flank by the VIIth Corps of the Third Army. When 
the enemy’s lines had been broken the turning movement to the northward was to be made under 
the direction of a fresh staff ready for the purpose, designated, for the time being, “‘ The Reserve 
Army ’’ under General Sir Hubert Gough. 


On June 24th the preliminary bombardment was commenced. All along the line the British 
batteries opened a heavy fire, carefully directed on successive points of the German line. In order 
to increase the demoralizing effects of the bombardment, and to identify the German units holding 
the line, a number of raids were carried out during the last days of June. Of these raids, one near 
Hebuterne was entrusted to the 1/7th Battalion, and was carried out on the evening of June 28th ; 
but unbroken enemy wire prevented success. 


The first days of the bombardment were fine and hot, although occasional small thunder- 
storms competed with the crash of the guns: then the weather broke, and rain fell heavily, causing 
the date of the attack to be postponed at the last minute (b) from June 28th to July Ist. The 
Postponement brought no better weather, and dawn of the 30th found the rolling country of Picardy 
still shrouded in drizzling rain ; but it would have needed more than rain to damp the enthusiasm 
of the troops; and the 4th Battalion Diary recorded that all ranks were ‘ going about singing, 
and as cheerful as could be.” In the afternoon the sky cleared and, as dusk fell, the move forward 
to the assembly positions was begun. All along the twenty mile front from Hannescamps to the 
River Somme long columns of British troops were on the move; and that night four Battalions 
of the Regiment were marching forward from their billets through darkness lit by continuous 
gun-flashes towards the soaring flares and bursting shells which markcd the battle line. 


The 10th Battalion was the first to move. Leaving their camp near Dernancourt at 4 p.m. 
the Battalion marched (c) to Millencourt. There the 57th Brigade assembled. At 11 p.m. the 
Brigade moved forward. Shortly after midnight the battalions filed into assembly trenches (d) 

-a-mile east of Millencourt. 

The 4th Battalion (e) marched at 7 p.m. from Louvencourt to Acheux Wood; where hot 
tea and rum were issued. At 11 p.m. the march forward was resumed. Through Mailly Maillet, 
the Battalion marched to Auchonvillers. Then, amid terrific gun-fire which lit up the whole sky, 
the companies filed into communication trenches and worked their way forward to their allotted 
Positionin the assembly trenches. The dispositions were not completed until 3 a.m. Then, crouching 
ae trenches under a heavy bombardment, the platoons of the 4th Worcestershire waited for the 

wn, 

The 3rd Battalion marched forward from Puchevillers at 9.20 p.m. through Toutencourt and 

‘arponville to position in reserve at Varennes. 

Further south, the Ist Battalion left their billets at St. Sauveur at 5 p.m. After marching 
forward through Longpré, Poulainville and Coisy, the Battalion settled (f) into close billets in reserve 
at Raineville. 

The two Territorial Battalions stood fast in their billets at Coigneux, under orders to be ready 
to advance at dawn the next morning. 


(2) Reckoning each Division at about 11,000 fighting strength—twelve battalions and three field brigades of artillery. 
® For disposition of Corps and Divisions see plan. 
The postponement came so late that the 10th Battalion had already started to march from Dernancourt to the 
©) ‘assembly positions before the counter-order arrived. 
(d) « 'y half companies at long intervals to avoid air observations. 
Tylers Redoubt.” (e) The 4th Battalion had lain “ close-billetted ’’ at Louvencourt during the previous week. 
¢ Move was completed by 10 p.m. 
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THE BATTLE OF ALBERT, 1916 (a). 


The morning of July Ist dawned calm and clear. The fire of the British artillery had 
slackened a little before the dawn, but at 6 a.m. the guns broke out all along the line in a furious 
bombardment. For over an hour shells rained upon the German position: then, at 7-30 a.m., all 
along the line the British battalions advanced to the attack. 


THE ATTACK ON BEAUMONT HAMEL. 


On the front of the 29th Division the moment of attack was heralded by the explosion of a 
great mine under a German entrenchment known as “‘ Hawthorn Redoubt.”’ The earth all around 
shook with the concussion. Then, amid an inferno of gun-fire, the 86th and 87th Brigades attacked. 

The troops of the 88th Brigade, crouching under cover in the reserve trenches, heard through 
the thunder of the artillery another intermittent note: the dry stammer of machine-gun fire. That 
ominous sound did not cease, and it told the listeners clearly enough that the German resistance 
was not broken. At 9 a.m. came word that the battalions of the 88th Brigade would advance. 
The Newfoundland and Essex Regiments went first, filing forward up the communication trenches 
to the front line. The listeners in rear heard the machine-gun fire rise to greater intensity ; and 
presently wounded Newfoundlanders brought news that the attack had failed. 

At 11.30 a.m. came orders for the 4th Worcestershire to advance. Immediately in front 
of their position the enemy had put down a barrage of heavy shells between the British front and 
reserve lines, and through that curtain of explosions the Battalion had to pass. The platoons filed 
forward as best they could, along smashed communication trenches choked with wounded men. 
Before the front line was reached a hundred (b) of the Battalion had been killed or wounded. The 
front trenches themselves were found to be in but little better case, everywhere broken down and 
under a heavy bombardment. Under cover of the shattered parapets were crouching some survivors 
of the regiments which had led the way—South Wales Borderers, Border Regiment and Newfound- 
landers—while out on the open slope in front lay thickly strewn the remainder of the officers and 
men of those brave battalions. Everywhere shells were bursting, and the unconquered German 
machine-guns swept the wrecked trenches with their fire. Under that fire the Worcestershire 
made preparations for attack ; but at 1 p.m. came counter-orders. The attack on Beaumont Hamel 
had failed completely, and it was anticipated that the enemy would probably make a counter-attack ; 
the 4th Worcestershire and 2nd Hampshire, the only battalions of the 29th Division still in fighting 
trim, must hold the line at all costs. The Battalion extended its front to the left and prepared for 
defence ; “everyone worked hard in repairing the broken trenches under most trying conditions(c).’” 

At 4 p.m. came orders that next morning the Battalion would attack the opposing salient 

in the German line (2). Grimly preparations were 
] made, though there seemed little hope of success. 
Late that night (e) came word that the attack was 
cancelled. 

By that time it was known that all three 
Divisions of the VIIIth Corps had failed in their 
attack, with crushing loss of life. All that could 
be done was to repair the shattered trenches and 
succour the hundreds of wounded lying between 
the lines. All night long rescue parties were in 
“No Man’s Land,” bringing back wounded men. 

Dawn found one Worcestershire lad tend- 
ing a stricken comrade close to the enemy’s line. 
The mist which had shielded him suddenly lifted, 
and showed the German trench only a few yards 
away. The enemy levelled their rifles, but were 
checked by an officer, who stood up and shouted 
in English : ‘“‘ You must not stop there with that 
man. If you want to come in, come along: or 
else go back to your own trenches.’’ The lad 
answered, “‘ I’ll go back to my own trenches, sir’’; 
and trudged back unhurt. Two stretcher-bearers 
went out, protected by their red-cross armbands, 
and brought the wounded man back to the 
tee British lines (f). 


(a) This is the official name now given to the whole of the first phase of the Somme offensive—from July Ist to July 
13th. It includes all the fighting about to be narrated between those dates. 

(6) 6 officers (Lts. R. C. Wynter and L. T. H. Leyland, 2/Lts. J. S. Wesson, A. E. Allsopp, K. Mossman and J. Scott) 
and 96 other ranks. (c) Battalion Diary. (d) At the western end of “ Y Ravine”. _ (¢) At 11.45 p.m. 

(f) The incident is recorded in the Battalion Diary. The enemy were the 121st (Wurtemberg) Regiment. 
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(1) LT. COLONEL L. M. STEVENS, cmdg. 2nd Battn., (2) The 4th Battn. resting at Louvencourt, 28th June 1916 


July 1916. 


(Imp. War Museum Copyright). 


(3) Aveluy Wood (Imp. War Museum Copyright). 


] 
Beaumont Hamel under bombardment, seen from our front line (/mp. War Museum Copyright) 


(5) MAJOR & QMR. A. WHITTY, (3rd Battn.) 


(8) LT. COLONEL A. R. HARMAN, cemdg. 1/7th Battn., 1916. (7) LT. COLONEL 2, CHEQKETTS, (ciidg..2’8th’ Battn., 1916, 
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July 1916. THE CHANGE OF PLAN. 


In rear of the 29th Division the 48th Division (a), including the two Worcestershire Territorial 
Battalions had formed the reserve of the VIIIth Corps. 


Soon after the hour fixed for the attack on July Ist, the 48th Division received orders to” 


move forward to Mailly Maillet in readiness to exploit the expected success. At 9.30 a.m. the 
battalions of the 144th Brigade marched southwards, through Bertrancourt and Beaussart, to a 
position south-west of Mailly Maillet. There, little more than two miles behind the line, the Territorial 
battalions waited throughout the first day of the battle, listening to the thunder of the gun-fire and 
expecting the order to advance ; but, in spite of wild rumours and various orders and counter-orders, 
no advance was made. Throughout that night and the ensuing day the Territorials remained in 
their reserve position while throngs of wounded came back past their lines. At last, on the evening 
of July 2nd, came orders for the Division to attack: the 144th Brigade would come up on the 
right of the two surviving battalions of the 88th Brigade and in conjunction with them would attack 
the hostile salient at “ Y '’ Ravine. 

The 144th Brigade marched forward after dark, and the 1/7th Worcestershire were already 
filing up ‘‘ Withington Avenue” towards “ Constitution Hill” (b), in preparation for an attack 
at dawn, when counter-orders came. The Territorial battalions were turned about, and after 
struggling with difficulty out of the communication trenches, the troops marched westward again 
and reached their bivouac of the previous night at about 4.30 a.m. (c). Thence on the following 
afternoon (July 3rd) the Brigade marched in grilling heat back to Coigneux. 


The explanation of those moves is to be found in the situation further south. The plan, 
it will be remembered, had been to break through in the valley of the Ancre, and at the same time 
to hold the enemy’s reserves by a subsidiary attack further to the right. That southern attack 
had not been expected to achieve any great success; but much had been hoped from the attack 
along the Ancre. The result had been exactly contrary to the expectations. On the right flank 
the attack had been fairly successful; the German forward defences had been pierced and definite 
success seemed possible. But along the Ancre the British attack had met with disaster; the 
German defences had resisted all attacks ; and by nightfall of July Ist no ground had been gained (d) 
in spite of an appalling sacrifice of life. 

During the night of July Ist/2nd those results of the first day’s fighting had been sifted at 
the Headquarters of the Fourth Army, and decisions for the future had been made. On the left 
of the battlefront the British attack had failed. On the right the attack had succeeded: Montauban 
and Mametz had been captured and Fricourt was almost isolated. In the centre, by Albert itself, 
the battle still hung in the balance, and fierce fighting was in progress round Ovillers and La Boisselle. 
There the German defences were still strong and rapid progress was not possible. It was decided 
that on the left of the line the attempt to break through should be abandoned. Activity on that 
flank was to be restricted to a methodical “ holding attack ’’ which should gain such ground as was 
Possible with the minimum expenditure of the available resources ; which were to be concentrated 
for the destruction of the shaken defences of the enemy on the southern part of the great 
battlefield. 

With that new plan in view, the conduct of the ‘‘ holding attack” on the left was delegated 
to General Gough and the staff of the ‘‘ Reserve Army,’ and to his command were transferred the 
VIlIth and the Xth Corps. Both those Army Corps had suffered heavily, and in order to assist 
them in their new réle it was decided to strengthen them by an additional Division from the General 
Reserve—the 25th Division, including the 3rd Worcestershire. So while the 4th Battalion and 
the two Territorial Battalions remained inactive in front of Beaumont Hamel, the 8rd Battalion 
came up into line on their right, up into the valley of the Ancre near Thiepval. 


The orders to advance reached the 25th Division during the morning of July 2nd, and on the 
afternoon of that day the 7th Brigade moved forward. The 3rd Worcestershire, who had lain 
at Varennes all day long on July Ist, listening to the guns, marched eastwards to Hedauville. There 
the Battalion lay till 9.30 p.m., when the 7th Brigade marched forward along crowded roads into 
Teserve positions just inside the south end of Aveluy Wood. Not till nearly 3 a.m. of July 3rd 
were those positions reached, and hardly had the Battalion settled into shelter trenches when the 


(2) Two Royal Warwickshire battalions of the 48th Division were sent forward to assist another Division in the attack. 


They did very well. 
(b) The 1/8th Worcestershire remained in Divisional Reserve further back, near Acheux. 
(c) Shell-fire during the night’s operations cost the 1/7th Battalion the loss of | man wounded and 1 man missing. 
(4) In several places the attacking troops had broken into the German defences ; but they had been driven out again 
or annihilated by counter-attacks. 
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gun-fire, hitherto intermittent, rose suddenly to intensity as the troops a mile in front attacked 
Thiepval. Presently came news that the attack had failed, together with orders for the 7th Brigade 
to relieve the troops who had made the attack. The Ist Wiltshire were sent forward. The 3rd 
Worcestershire were ordered to remain in reserve for the time being, among the shattered trees 
of Aveluy Wood. 


THE LEIPZIG SALIENT (First Phase). 


Dawn of July 3rd found the 3rd Worcestershire crowded in narrow shelter-trenches inside 
Aveluy Wood. Around them the trees were broken and stripped by shell-fire. On every side 
shells burst incessantly. On the far side of the river valley the steep Thiepval Ridge loomed up 
sharply against the growing light, and on that Ridge the troops in front were fighting fiercely in a 
tangle of German trenches—the Leipzig Salient. The German front line had been captured, but the 
supporting trenches were resisting all attacks. : 

The Battalion remained in reserve for forty-eight hours, momentarily expecting to advance 
and bombarded from time to time with heavy shells. Not until after dark on July 4th did the 
companies move forward across the River Ancre into reserve trenches at Authuille. 

Further forward, the lst Wiltshire had taken over the captured German front line and were 
fighting fiercely among the complicated inner defences of the Leipzig Salient. The fighting swayed 
to and fro. Before dawn on July 5th the enemy made a sharp attack. The Wiltshire held their 
ground but their losses were so heavy that about midday two companies of the Worcestershire 
were sent up to their support. Rain had been falling, and the trenches up which the two companies 
struggled were choked with mud. That evening, after a heavy bombardment, the Wiltshire attacked 
and gained a little ground, but only with heavy loss, and another company of the Worcestershire 
was sent to their aid. 

Thenceforward for forty-eight hours (July 6th and 7th) Wiltshire and Worcestershire lads 
fought desperately in the deadly salient (a2). The two battalions were intermixed in a maze of 
trenches under continuous heavy shell-fire. Bombing attacks were made by each side whenever 
enough bombs could be brought up along the choked communication trenches. 

One company of the 3rd Worcestershire lost all its officers, killed or disabled : but Sergeant 
C. Price took command and, although wounded himself, he reorganised and consolidated the position, 
refusing to leave until his men were secure. At another point, where casualties had been very 
heavy, all the officers, both Worcestershire and Wiltshire, had fallen. Sergeant F. A. Morrow took 
command of the leaderless men of both units, held his ground and re-established the position (b). 
Attack and counter-attack followed in quick succession, and the losses were very heavy; but 
the troops fought splendidly. ‘‘ When I got into the Leipzig Salient,” a staff officer (c) wrote 
of the fighting on July 7th, “I found the place in a most awful state. The enemy’s shelling was 
tremendous, trenches were obliterated and the rain helped to make what was left of them crumble 
away ; dead, dying and wounded were all over the place. The two companies of the 3rd Worcester- 
shire were only 50 men all told, the Wiltshire had only three officers left, and there seemed no end 
to the German shells and the consequent casualties (our guns were hard at it too, of course). The 
men however were behaving simply magnificently. In all previous fights I've been in there have 
always been a certain number of men going back on some excuse or other, but to-day there was no 
one, every man was holding on, though there was hardly any trench left to hold on to, and all were 
ready to meet any attack the Bosche should feel disposed to try. The latter.............. were hoping 
to blow us out of the trenches, while they had some very good snipers hidden away somewhere or 
other who picked our men off at intervals through the trenches made by the shell-fire.............. The 
mud was truly wonderful and in places it was almost impossible to move... ..........._ One saw magnificent 
work being done by the regimental stretcher-bearers going backwards and forwards over the open 
or across gaps, binding up wounded and bringing them in.............. and a stretcher-bearer of the 
Worcestershire named Banner must have earned the V.C. several times over (d).” 

During the day of July 7th the remaining company of the 3rd Worcestershire was ordered 
forward into the Salient, and Battalion Headquarters also 'moved up into the battle. 


(a) In that fighting 2/Lieut. K. L. Spiers showed great bravery for which (and subsequent actions) he was subsequently 
awarded the M.C. 

(b) Sergt. Price and Sergt. Morrow were both awarded the D.C.M. (c) A.C.J. 

(d) Private Frederick Banner was subsequently awarded the D.C.M. for his ‘“‘ conspicuous bravery in going over the 
parapet under intense fire and carrying back many wounded men.” (official report). 


168 


Digitized by Google 


No. 44 LA BOISSELLE AND 


REFERENCE. 
NW German Trenches... 
ar—ir British Front Line... ort 
CN.B. British reserve & support trenches are omitted) 
®  @ Front from which 10% Wore. attacked night 273"Uuy. + < Sy 
® © Line consolidated by 1OWorc..,..... iony SE i ie wee Ble: ws 


_-Mduly. 1916. 


eo Oe 


©O©O Front jine of 32%Division... a lot». ay 
© © tine occupied by 3" Wore... __nightayle a : 
© © Line taken over by/7!Wworc...... s.oniight ISIE» * > % 


© © » established » /7%Wore.........0..night 7B". | 6 
©©0@ Communication trench in which 8" Wore}. - might 197/20" »», e 


were gassed 


®®@® cetman position attacked by /7!Wore. night 209218 », 


ALBERT 


Digitized by G O Og | e 


Digitized by Google 


July 1916, THE BATTLE CONTINUED. 


Towards dusk on July 7th the struggle died down and reinforcements came up. The 
Worcestershire and Wiltshire were relieved and moved back into reserve (a). 

Late that evening, to the general surprise, came news that the 7th Brigade was to be relieved 
and to move further to the right. About midnight Yorkshire Territorial battalions of the 49th 
Division took over the Thiepval front, and the companies of the 3rd Worcestershire tramped south- 
ward through the darkness to dugouts near Crucifix Corner, where they slept the sleep of exhaustion. 

Subsequently a Special Divisional Order was issued with regard to those operations of the 7th 
Brigade in the Leipzig Salient. It began “ The G.O.C. wishes to congratulate the Wiltshire Regiment 
and the Worcestershire Regiment on their gallant behaviour during the operations which touk place 
between the 6th and 8th July,” then, after giving a description of the attack of the Wiltshire, the 
order stated that the two companies of the 3rd Worcestershire engaged, “ behaved with the greatest 
gallantry and dash........... and with their assistance all enemy attempts at counter-attack were 
tepulsed.”” The order concluded by saying that, “ Those successes.............could not have been 
obtained except for the heroic courage, stamina and devotion to duty of the officers, N.C.O’s. and 
men of the Ist Battalion Wiltshire and 3rd Battalion Worcestershire Regiments, so many of whom 
have earned undying honour by giving their lives in their country’s cause.” 

Better, perhaps, than any official order is a glimpse of the veteran Battalion at the close of 
that fighting, as seen by outside eyes. It is to be found in the published history of a Yorkshire 
Territorial battalion : ‘‘ At daybreak,” wrote the Yorkshire historian, of July 8th, “ the third stage 
in the journey to the line took the battalion across the Ancre, past a sign-post with the legend 
‘Authuille—Thiepval—Berlin,’ to ‘ Quarry Dugouts,’ a series of shelters in the chalk cliff side 
near Crucifix Corner on the Aveluy—Authuille Road. Remnants of the 3rd Worcester battalion 
were occupying these dugouts when our battalion arrived there early in the morning of July 8th. 
These men had been in the line continuously since July Ist and were in a state of extreme exhaustion. 
They were asleep and crowded together in the small stuffy dugouts. It was almost impossible to 
waken them. Only one officer was left, and he roundly declared that he would not disturb his men 
for any damned battalion in the British Army. There were about eighty of them, all that was 
left of his battalion (b). They marched off at noon, covered with mud and blood, and decorated with 
German helmets and bayonets and other souvenirs of the Leipzig Salient... 0. ceeceee 

By the afternoon of July 8th the 3rd Worcestershire were concentrated in Aveluy Wood in 
Teadiness to move south. 

To understand that move it will be necessary to describe what had been happening in the area 
to which the 3rd Battalion now came. 


THE STORMING OF LA _ BOISSELLE. 


The IIIrd Army Corps, in the centre of the British battle line, had been entrusted with the 
capture of the fortresses of Ovillers and Poziéres. On July Ist the attack of the I1Ird Corps had 
been partially successful. The 8th Division had failed before Ovillers; on the other hand the 
3th Division had bitten deeply into the German positions south of La Boisselle, though that fortified 
Village, despite the explosion of an enormous mine, still defied all assaults. By dawn of July 2nd 
La Boisselle formed a sharp salient in the enemy’s line. A fresh attack was ordered, and the 19th 
Division were brought forward from Corps Reserve. 

The 10th Worcestershire, after spending the night before the battle in trenches west of Albert 
had been moved forward about 9 a.m. on July Ist to assembly positions nearer the line. There 
the Battalion lay all day amid terrific thunder of gun-fire and conflicting rumours and alarms. 
After dark (c) orders came for the 10th Worcestershire and 8th North Staffordshire to move up to 
the front line for attack. The Battalion moved off. “In the communication trench confusion 
teigned. Wounded were being brought out—we were trying to get in—carrying parties were trying 
to go both ways—it was raining and the trench was knee-deep in mud.” Not until long after 
midnight did three companies reach the British front line opposite La Buisselle, and then it was too 
late for the attack to be carried out. The plan was cancelled, and the three companies made their 
way back to reserve trenches on the Usna—Tara ridge. By dawn all platoons had been collected 
in trenches and dugouts. Officers and men alike were utterly exhausted. “‘ The remainder of the 
ed (July 2nd) was spent in sleep—which was greatly interrupted by the bombardment of La 

isselle ”” (d). 


(a) The four days of fighting had cost the Battalion 2 officers (2/Lieut. H. E. Ginn and 2/Lieut. F. J. Hollowell and 
19 men killed: 5 officers (Lieut. W. P. Wilson, 2/Lt. T. Cruwys, 2/I-t. F. Percy, 2/Lt. S. J. Knott, 
(mortally), and 2/Lt. F. G. Morgan) and 147 other ranks wounded, and 15 missing. 

(b) Actually these were the survivors of two companies, under Captain G. S. Briscoe. 

() 7.40 p.m. according to the Brigade. 9.15 p.m. according to Battalion. (d) Battalion Diary. 
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That afternoon the 58th Brigade attacked the La Boisselle salient, securing a lodgment 
on the southern face ; and orders were sent for the 57th Brigade to move up after midnight. 
Rather than risk another jam in the communication trenches, the 10th Worcestershire moved 
forward across the open in three lines of platoons, reached the British front line opposite the extreme 
western end of the hostile salient, and lay down to await the moment of attack. The other 
battalions of the Brigade formed up to flank and rear. Flares and bursting shells disclosed their 
Position to the enemy, and a heavy fire of shrapnel caused many casualties: but all lay still, 
awaiting the hour fixed for the attack. 


Shortly after 3 a.m. (a) amid the blazing gun-fire all around, a warning order was passed 
along the line. A few minutes later a second order, unheard amidst the din but quickly sensed, 
rippled down the ranks. The men rose to their feet, and the order was given to advance. The 
platoons rushed forward, crossed ‘‘ No Man’s Land” and charged the German defences. 

A fierce fight followed with bomb and bayonet over successive lines of trenches. The 
companies became confused, control became impossible and the platoons stormed forward as best 
they could, led by their subalterns and N.C.O’s. One party was led by Lance-Corporal A. J. 
Gardner, who dashed ahead of the rest carrying a Lewis-gun under his arm which he fired as he ran. 
A party of the enemy gave way before him and he seized their trench. He was hit, but continued 
to fire his Lewis-gun till he fainted from loss of blood (c). 

In small groups the Worcestershire platoons fought their way onwards into the ruins of the 
village. Ten days of intense bombardment had shattered every house ; but the enemy had previously 
constructed deep dugouts and had strengthened the cellars. In those underground strongholds 
they had survived the bombardment, and now they swarmed up from their cover to meet the attack. 
In and around the smashed heaps of masonry which had once been houses, the British platoons 
fought with enemies who appeared suddenly and unexpectedly from every side. Only by the 
momentary light of flares and shell-bursts was it possible to distinguish friend from foe. The 
fighting was hand-to-hand or at point-blank range, with bomb, bullet or cold steel. 

At various points individual officers established some sort of order fora moment and attempted 
a systematic destruction of the German defences. Explosive charges previously prepared were 
brought up and were thrown down such dugouts as were discovered. But the fighting was too 
involved and the casualties too rapid for any permanent control. 

Battalion Headquarters of the 10th Worcestershire had followed the companies forward 
across the trenches. The Commanding Officer, Colonel Royston-Piggott, made his way forward 
with his Adjutant (d) up to a large mine-crater—the crater of the mine which had been fired on July Ist. 
There he made certain that his Battalion had reached the village. He dictated to his Adjutant a mes- 
sage to be sent back to Brigade reporting the progress. Just as the message was finished, the 
Colonel was shot through the heart. A few minutes later the Adjutant also was hit and, for a 
time, Battalion Headquarters ceased to exercise control. 

The first light of dawn enabled the fighters in the village to recognise each other with 
certainty, and the struggle reached its climax. Most of the defenders had by that time been killed 
or captured, although a few strong points still held out. Several of the Worcestershire platoons had 
fought their way right through the village to the more open ground on the far side. That ground 
was a tangle of broken hedges in a wilderness of shell-holes. Small parties of troops pushed forward 
in the excitement of victory, shooting, bombing and collecting prisoners. 


Lieutenant R. W. Jennings led one such party, collecting such stray men as he could find. 
In the dim light he recognised one of the ‘‘ Battalion bombers (e),’’ Private T. G. Turrall, and called 
him to follow. Private Turrall, a powerfully built soldier, went forward with the bombing party. 

The daylight grew. A hidden machine-gun suddenly opened fire on the group. Private 
Turrall flung himself on his face and escaped the hail of bullets. When they ceased he peered around. 
The subaltern was lying close to him, badly wounded, with a shattered leg. No other survivor 
of the party could be seen. 

Private Turrall crawled to his wounded officer and dragged him slowly to shelter in a shell-hole. 
Then he set to bandaging the wound, using the haft of his entrenching tool as a splint, and binding 
it with one of his own puttees. 


(a) 2a.m. according to the Battalion Diary. 3.15 according to the Brigade. 

(6) The gun-fire before the attack was so heavy all around that it was not easy to distinguish the opening of the definite 
“ barrage "’ which preceded the actual attack. 

(c) L/Cpl. Gardner was awarded the D.C.M. (d) Captain H. A. Gillum-Webb. 

(e) See page 116 for the origin of the special bombing squad, or ‘“‘ grenadier platoon’? in each battalion. Lieut. 
R. W. Jennings. a very brave young officer of fine physique, had been in charge of the bombers. Private Turrall 
was a well-known character in the Battalion; and had been freed from the Guard Room specially to take 
part in the battle. 
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Private F. G. Turrall 


"at the storming of La Boisselle. 
3rd July 1916. 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday, presented to the Regiment by 
Colonel A. G. Chesney and officers of the 10th Battalion. 


Nortg. The Battalion bombers wore shorts, and Private 
Turrall used his own puttee as a bandage for the wounded 
officer. 


For portrait of Private Turrall see page 176. . 
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July 1916 PRIVATE TURRALL WINS -THE VICTORIA CROSS. 


As he worked, a bomb burst close to his head: then another. A German bombing party had 
seen him moving in the shell-hole. He picked up his rifle and opened fire on the bombers, who were 
working forward along a hedge. A gap in the hedge enabled him to shoot two of them: the others 
gave up the attack. 

Peering from the shell-hole he saw a wave of German infantry pouring furward from the east— 
a strong counter-attack. Resistance to such a force was useless, but he did not think of surrender. 
The subaltern had fainted. Private Turrall flung himself flat and feigned death. He was prodded 
with bayonets and then left. The counter-attack swept on to break against the Battalion in the 
village. 

2 Throughout that day he tended and defended the helpless subaltern. When darkness came 
he cautiously made his way towards the village, with the officer on his back. By good fortune 
they reached safety (a). 

Lieutenant Jennings’ wounds proved mortal, and he died within a few hours ; but not before 
he had dictated an account of his soldier's deed; and Private Turrall’s brave devotion was re- 
warded by the Victoria Cross. 


In the village itself the last brave remnant of the enemy fought on, holding individual posts 
for several hours. Those posts were gradually isolated, surrounded and reduced. Strong German 
counter-attacks were made against the village ; but a defensive line had been hastily organised on the 
eastern outskirts of the village and the counter-attacks were withered by machine-guns and musketry. 
By midday the fighting in the village was over : the last German post had been taken, and reorganisa- 
tion was in progress. 

The 10th Worcestershire had reason to be proud of their first battle; for the captured 
position was of immense strength. The dugouts were so deep and of such solid construction that 
even after the terrific bombardment of the previous weck many of them were still undamaged ; and 
the defenders—troops of the German 13th, 23rd and 110th Reserve Regiments—had fought to the 
last. The 57th Brigade captured 153 prisoners—nearly all wounded (b). But the success had been 
dearly purchased. The Battalion had lost a third of its fighting strength (c), including the Com- 
manding Officer and Adjutant. 

The survivors of the Battalion held on throughout the remainder of the day in such cover as 
they could find or make, and in the evening the supernumerary officers who had been left behind with 
the Battalion Transport (a) came up and took over command of the companies. After dark the 
luth Worcestershire were relieved by the 7th South Lancashire and withdrew to rest. Orders were 
to proceed to a trench named “ Ryecroft Avenue,’’ but in the darkness the weary troops wandered 
to and fro for some time before the location of that reserve position could be discovered. Eventually 
the platoons were housed in crowded dugouts. All next day (July 4th) officers and men slept the 
sleep of exhaustion, broken at intervals by heavy shelling (e). 

At 9 p.m. on July 4th the 10th Worcestershire moved forward again to the old British front 
line, in support to the fighting still in progress beyond La Boisselle. Rain and shell-fire made all 
tanks damp and miserable but the Battalion was not actively engaged. Next morning the Battalion 
again moved back to the Tara-Usna line. Orders came for the 57th Brigade to be relieved; and 
after dark that evening the luth Worcestershire marched right back to billets in Albert. 


The storming of La Boisselle completed the capture of the enemy’s first line defences in the 
centre section of the great battle-field. Further to the right Fricourt, Mametz and Montauban had 
fallen before the British attacks. It was now possible to make plans for attack on the enemy’s 
second system of defence ; which ran from Guillemont through Longueval along the Bazentin Ridge 


(a) Private Turrall afterwards stated that his worst moment in the day was when he reached the British line and was 
hailed in the darkness with ‘‘ Hands up!’ followed by “ That man behind you too—quick!"’ The subaltern 
was unconscious. He was taller than the private and his feet reached the ground, though his arms were round 
Private Turrall’s neck ; but fortunately the position was explained before a shot was fired. 

(b} Among the trophies of the 10th Worcestershire was an undamaged machine-gun. 

(¢) Killed or died of wounds :—9 officers (Colonel G. A. Royston Piggott, D.S.O., Major F. St. G. Tucker, Captain 
R. G. Tasker, Captain A. R. Thomas, Lieut. R. W. Jennings, Lieut. C. H. G. Lushington, 2/Lieut. B. W. Pigg, 
2/Lieut. C. V. Hadley and 2/Lieut. G. M. S. Foster) and 44 other ranks. Wounded :—6 officers (Captain and 
Adjutant H. A. Gillum-Webb, 2/Lieut. G. G. Perkins, 2;Lieut. J. O. Ashton, 2/Lieut. A. M. Dickinson, 2/Licut. 
F. G. Miller, 2/Lieut. F. J. Pearson) and 197 other ranks, 106 N.C.O’s. and men were missing, and of those 
the majority were undoubtedly killed and buried either by falling ruins or in wrecked dugouts. 

(4) This was one of the first occasions on which officers were deliberately left behind before an attack, in order sub- 
sequently to replace the inevitable casualties. 

(e) One big shell wrecked a dugout, killing five men and wounding two others. 
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to Poziéres. But before that new attack could be organised, certain intermediate fortified positions 
had to be conquered. The British IIIrd Corps was now faced by one of the strongest of those inter- 
mediate defences : the fortified village of Contalmaison. 

In the opening attack on July Ist, the 34th Division had stormed several lines of German 
defences between La Boisselle and Fricourt and had reached Horseshoe Trench, within a mile of 
Contalmaison itself. Fresh troops were needed to relieve the 34th Division and to carry on their 
work, Orders were given to send forward the 23rd Division. 


The 23rd Division, it will be remembered, had originally been in General Reserve, and the 
Ist Worcestershire, together with the other battalions of the 24th Brigade, had spent the day of 
July Ist in close billets at Molliens-au-Bois, listening to the distant gun-fire. After dark the Brigade 
marched forward to huts and bivouac in Henencourt Wood some four miles west of Albert. There 
the Battalion lay during the ensuing two days and nights. 

At midnight of July 2nd/3rd the 23rd Division was transferred from General Reserve and 
was placed under the orders of the IIIrd Corps. One Brigade (69th Brigade) was sent forward 
during July 3rd to assist the 34th Division. Late that evening orders were issued for the 24th 
Brigade to move forward, 

Early next morning they marched south-eastward in drizzling rain to Dernancourt. There 
the Ist Worcestershire were packed into cottages and lay close-billetted for two days, until the 
evening of July 6th. 

On the afternoon of July 4th the 23rd Division had relieved the 34th Division, and pre- 
parations for the attack on Contalmaison were taken in hand. For three days the fighting in front 
of the village had swayed backwards and forwards, with successive attack and counter-attack 
between “‘ Horseshoe Trench ”’ on the left and Mametz Wood on the right. In the maze of broken 
trenches the fighting battalions had established many isolated posts, but several of those positions 
had been retaken by the enemy. The whole situation was far from clear; and it was necessary 
for the operations of the 23rd Division to be co-ordinated with those of the 17th Division which was 
making a converging advance from the south. 

The details of the attack required careful adjustment between the two Divisions. Eventually 
it was settled that the left Brigade (52nd Brigade) of the 17th Division should attack first, and 
should secure ‘‘ Quadrangle Alley” and “ Pearl Alley.” They should then hand over the latter 
trench to the 24th Brigade, which should be waiting in readiness and which should then attack from 
“ Pearl Alley,” and capture Contalmaison. 


THE ATTACK ON CONTALMAISON. 


At 4 p.m. on July 6th the battalions of the 24th Brigade marched forward from Dernancourt. 
After a halt for teas at Meaulte the companies filed into communication trenches and made their 
way forward in the gathering darkness to the positions from which they were to attack. Progress 
was difficult and it was not till after 10 p.m. that the Ist Worcestershire reached their allotted 
position. ‘“ B” and ‘“‘C’’ Companies were in front, crowded along a captured trench known as 
“Shelter Alley,” as far forward as its junction with ‘“‘ Quadrangle Trench,’’ where a post held by 
Lancashire Fusiliers marked the limit of the British advance. Behind them “‘ D” Company lay in 
“ Shelter Wood.” ‘“ A” Company in “ Crucifix Trench”? formed the reserve. Battalion Head- 
quarters were in “ Lozenge Wood.” To the left, the 2nd East Lancashire were posted in ‘“ Birch 
Tree Trench” and “ Peake Wood.” The Worcestershire and East Lancashire were to iead the 
attack of the Brigade. The Northamptonshire and Sherwood Foresters were in support further back. 

On the right front, deployed along ‘‘ Quadrangle Trench,” were two battalions of the 52nd 
Brigade—the 10th Lancashire Fusiliers and the 9th Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Unknown to the British, the Germans also were preparing to attack and regain the ground 
they had lost. During that same night the three battalions of the German 9th (Pomeranian) 
Grenadier Regiment (a), fresh from reserve, were filing into position at Contalmaison ; and 
the enemy’s artillery were making ready to devastate the British lines. 


At about 1-30 a.m. of July 7th the British artillery opened a heavy bombardment. For 
half-an-hour the dark hillside was lit by the bursting shells : then, at 2 a.m. the two Fusilier battalions 
attacked. Their main attack, against ‘‘ Quadrangle Support,’’ was withered by an intense machine- 
gun fire, but on the left some parties of the 10th Lancashire Fusiliers fought their way into ‘‘ Pearl 
Alley” and even reached the outskirts of the village beyond. 


(a) That regiment, ‘one of the finest in the German Army, was not technically a ‘‘Guard "’ Regiment, but at that date 
formed part of the newly-organised 3rd Guard Division. It is almost, but not quite, correct to say that in 
that battle the Ist Battalion fought the “ Prussian Guards.” 
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Ub July 1916, CONTALMAISON. 


While the issue of that fight still hung in the balance, ‘“‘ B ” Company of the Ist Worcestershire, 
led by Lieut. H. James, V.C., began to make their way forward to the trench junction (Pt. 68) at the 
western end of ‘‘ Pearl Alley,” in preparation for their attack on the village. They reached the 
trench junction at the first light of dawn; and with the dawn came the German counter-attack. 
Flooding down from Contalmaison across the open, the Pomeranians forced back the Lancashire 
Fusiliers. The remnants of the Lancashire battalion fell back to the trench junction. There a 
desperate fight ensued. Intermingled in the trench the Worcestershire and the Fusiliers held their 
ground stubbornly, and before their rapid fire the Pomeranian Grenadiers could make no headway. 
After half-an-hour of tierce fighting the enemy fell back, and Lieut. James organised bombing attacks 
up the two trenches to his right and left front. Those attacks regained about a hundred yards in each 
direction and satisfactory defences were established. 

As the light grew it became clear that until ‘“‘ Quadrangle Support” had been taken no 
direct attack on Contalmaison was feasible, and a second attack on the untaken trench was organised 
by the two remaining battalions of the 52nd Brigade, the 9th Duke of Wellington’s and the 12th 
Manchester. 

The former battalion took over from Lieut. James’ detachment the trenches they were holding. 
To support them, a Worcestershire bombing detachment was left at the trench junction under 
Lieut. F. B. Denham. The remainder of the forward companies of the Worcestershire were now 
withdrawn (a) to the southern end of “ Shelter Alley ” to await their turn. 

At 8 a.m. the second attack of the 52nd Brigade was delivered. On the right the 12th 
Manchester failed with heavy loss, but on the left the Duke of Wellington’s gained the whole of 
“ Pearl Alley.” They were not allowed to stay there long. The enemy counter-attacked, bombing 
furiously down the trench, and drove the Yorkshiremen before them. The Worcestershire bombers 
at the trench junction were called upon for help. Lieut. Denham led his men to the front and held 
the enemy at bay until support arrived. 


To the British commanders in rear the whole situation was most obscure. The artillery 
of both sides were keeping up an intense fire, which prevented any real communication ; and much 
inaccurate information came back. On the strength of reports that Bailiff Wood and the northern 
part of Contalmaison were in our hands, orders were issued for the 24th Brigade to attack the southern 
end of the village. 

That order reached Battalion Headquarters about 9 a.m. and was sent on to the companies. 
“B” and “ C” Companies made their way forward up “ Shelter Alley’ through very heavy shell- 
fire and deployed for attack, “ B'’ Company in front line, ‘‘ C’” Company in support. ; 

At about 10 a.m. ‘“ B” Company attacked from “ Pearl Alley ” across the open against the 
southern end of the village. In spite of a withering fire from German machine-guns, the Worcester- 
shire platoons reached the houses and fought their way in among the ruins. Fierce fighting followed 
with bomb and bayonet, but in half-an-hour the village had been cleared as far as the church and 
some 70 prisoners had been captured. About 11 a.m. “‘C’’ Company also dashed across the open 
and came up on the right of ‘‘B” Company. Again and again the enemy counter-attacked into 
the village, and hand-to-hand fighting continued almost without a break. 

Sergeant O. C. Bonner led a party of bombers most gallantly. In the fight at close quarters 
he killed a German officer with his last bomb. Seizing the officer's pistol, he shot down several of 
the enemy, and the rest gave way. 

Bombs ran short. Private T. James rushed back across the shell-swept open ground to 
“ Pearl Alley” and returned with a supply. Twice he repeated the journey, and for a time the 
situation was restored. . 

Meanwhile the attack of the East Lancashire from Peake Wood had failed. Between them 
and the village stretched a strong line of defences (b), and the enemy’s machine-guns had withered 
any attempt to advance. 

About midday the enemy’s guns put down a very heavy barrage across the southern end of 
the village, and the Pomeranians again came crowding down to retake their lost ground, An 
urgent message for help was written. Private T. James again volunteered, and dashed back. A 
shell burst beside him, hurled him to the ground and half-buried him. Dazed and shaken he 
extricated himself, made his way onwards to the trench and delivered the message (c). “ D” 
Company, led by Captain K. W. Wilkins, advanced most gallantly through the barrage to the help 
of their comrades in the village. Their losses in crossing the open were very heavy, but the survivors 
reached the houses and reinforced the other two companies, just in time to meet the German counter- 
attack. For the moment the enemy were checked, but it was clear that without further help the 
defence could not last much longer. 


(a) That move was made necessary by the fact that our own artillery were then, in error, bombarding the northern 
end of Shelter Alley. (b) From Pt. 24 to Pwo. (c) Pte. James was awarded the D.C.M. 
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All day a drizzling rain had fallen, and at that critical hour the weather broke in good earnest. 
Rain fell in sheets, converting the trenches, already difficult, into troughs of knee-deep mud. Through 
that slime ‘‘ A’ Company and Battalion Headquarters struggled to get forward; but the heavily- 
laden soldiers could make little headway and, in spite of great efforts, “ A’? Company only reached 
“ Pearl Alley’ at 5 p.m. 

By that time the end had come. At about 2 p.m. the enemy were heavily reinforced and 
commenced a powerful attack. The German artillery pounded the ruins held by the Worcestershire, 
a fierce machine-gun fire was directed on to the village from the untaken trenches on both flanks, 
and strong bombing parties of the enemy worked down from the higher ground. Fighting stubbornly 
from house to house, the survivors of the three companies were forced back. The position was 
clearly untenable but there was no thought of surrender. A desperate struggle raged round the 
ruins of the Church, where a party of the Worcestershire, inspired by two brave subalterns, 2nd 
Lieut. A. W. Isaac and 2nd Lieut. W. B. Burns, fought on till all were overwhelmed. The resistance 
was continued until ammunition was exhausted ; then the survivors of the three companies fell 
back through the barrage to “ Pearl Alley.” 

One small party remained in the ruins. Sergeant Bonner and his bombers had become 
isolated. After disposing of the enemy close at hand, they clung to their ground till darkness fell, 
hoping for a renewed attack. After dark they made their way back from the village and rejoined 
the Battalion (a). 

During the evening, all that remained of the Battalion were collected in ‘‘ Pearl Alley.” 
Gradually the enemy’s fire died down. When darkness fell, ‘‘ A’”’ and ‘‘ D’’ Companies were left 
to hold the position, while the survivors of ‘‘ B”’ and ‘“‘ C’’ Companies moved back down “ Shelter 
Alley” to rest in “‘ Crucifix Trench.” 

The failure was bitterly disappointing to the Battalion ; it had been due to an overwhelming 
combination of adverse circumstances ; not least to the rain which had made reinforcement im- 
possible. ‘‘ Had the weather not broken,” wrote the Adjutant, ‘I firmly believe that, with the 
help of ‘A’ Company and some scattered portions of the 52nd Brigade who were near by, we might 
have snatched an eleventh-hour success and made good our footing in Contalmaison.” 

Under continual shell-fire the Battalion reorganised, so far as was possible, in preparation for 
another attack; and meanwhile the 17th Division made a third attempt to gain ‘“‘ Quadrangle 
Support.” The shattered 52nd Brigade was replaced by the 51st Brigade, and at 8 p.m. that Brigade 
attacked from “‘ Quadrangle Trench.” Once again the attack failed with heavy loss and for the time 
nothing more could be attempted. 


After a night of intermittent shell-fire, the battle was renewed at dawn. All attacks over the 
open having failed, the 51st Brigade now tried to win ‘‘ Quadrangle Support ” by a bombing attack 
from “ Pearl Alley’’ ; but though the bombers fought their way forward past the Cemetery, an 
enfilading fire from higher ground made further progress impossible. A similar fight raged at the 
other flank of the forward position (Point 60). In the midst of that fighting Captain T. H. Little of 
the Worcestershire worked his way forward towards Contalmaison with a reconnoitring patrol ; 
but the houses were strongly held and the patrol had to fall back. 

Confused fighting lasted most of the day: in the evening the 24th Brigade made preparations 
for another attack. The 2nd Northamptonshire had taken the place of the East Lancashire on the 
left, and orders came that with their help the Worcestershire should again try to capture the village. 
The order to attack was passed on to the front line companies at 5 p.m. and at once Battalion Head- 
quarters together with the two little parties which represented “‘ B”’ and ‘‘C’”’ Companies began 
to wade up Shelter Alley in support ; but the enemy’s guns, warncd of the attack, opened a barrage 
fire even heavier than before, and through that fire it was impossible to pass. “ D’’ Company 
advanced bravely from ‘‘ Pearl Alley ” and gained a little ground ;_ but on the left the attack of the 
Northamptonshire was seen to break down before the terrific artillery fire. Enemy machine-guns 
from ‘‘ Acid Drop Copse”’ enfiladed the attack, and Contalmaison itself was strongly held. In 
the circumstances Major J. M. Monk (6), who then controlled the front companies, decided that suc- 
cess was not possible without support ; and no support could come up through the barrage. He 
decided to stand fast, and his decision was justified by orders which came at 7 p.m. not to continue 
the attack. After dark the firing died down. “A” and “C” Companies were left to hold the 
forward position, and the remainder of the Battalion made their way back to “‘ Crucifix Trench.” 

Another night and day of heavy shell-fire followed. No further attack was attempted, on 
the front of the 24th Brigade, but fighting raged to right and left, arourd ‘‘ Quadrangle Support ” 
and “ Bailiff Wood.’’ Such officers and men of the Ist Worcestershire as still remained unhit were 
utterly exhausted, and after dark on July 9th the Battalion was relieved. The 10th Duke of 
Wellington’s took over the front and the Worcestershire moved back into reserve in Lozenge Wood. 


(a) Sergt. Bonner was awarded the D.C.M. The D.C.M. was also awarded to Sergt. H. Beniams and to Corpl. A. E. 
Baker (attached 24th Trench Mortar Battery) for gallantry during the day. 
(6) 2nd-in-command of the Battalion, 
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July 1916, FALL OF CONTALMAISON. 


There the companies lay in reserve during July 10th, somewhat cheered during the evening by news 
that their efforts had not been in vain, and that the enemy they had fought so stubbornly had at 
last been driven out of Contalmaison (a). 

That evening the Battalion was relieved and marched back out of the battle to billets at 
Bresle. There the other battalions of the 24th Brigade also assembled. All day of July 11th the 
Brigade lay in billets resting and cleaning up. 

The casualties had been terribly heavy. The Ist Worcestershire had lost nearly 350 of all 
ranks, including 13 officers (6). 

On the evening of July llth the 24th Brigade marched westwards, through Baisieux and 
Montigny, to billets once more at Molliens-au-Buis. Next day the Worcestershire shifted billets 
a little to the north to Pierregot. Then came welcome news: the 24th Brigade was to return at 
last to the 8th Division (c). 

The 8th Division had suffered very severely on the first day of the battle and had since been 
sent north out of the battle to recuperate in the area around Bethune. On July ]4th the 24th 
Brigade marched southwards to Poulainville and on the following day onwards by Amiens to Longueau 
Station ; where, about midday, the Ist Worcestershire entrained for the north. 


* * * * * * * * * * 


While the battle had been raging in the centre and on the right, the fighting on the left of the 
great battle-field, north of the Ancre, had died down to little more than the normal activities of 
trench warfare. We have already told how the Territorial Battalions of the 48th Division were 
drawn back from the front line on July 3rd into reserve at Coigneux. Next day (July 4th) came 
news that the 48th Division was to relieve the 4th Division. That evening the 1/8th Worcestershire 
moved forward to Courcelles, and during the night the Battalion relieved the remnants of the 93rd 
Brigade in trenches before Serre. There the fighting had been desperate, and the defences had 
been wrecked by heavy shells. Dead men lay everywhere, and the task of clearing and repairing 
the trench-line was difficult and nauseating. The enemy's defences were in even worse condition, 
and such warfare as was carried on was not very strenuous (4). The two Territorial Battalions held 
that line in succession for twelve days (e), and those trenches long remained in the memories of the 
officers and men, as their worst experience of the horrors of the field of a great battle. 


A mile further south, the 4th Worcestershire had remained in position facing Beaumont 
Hamel, since the opening day of the battle. Any idea of renewing attack in that sector had been 
abandoned, and the activities of the Battalion were restricted to the repair of the defences and the 
clearing of the battle-field. The latter was a difficult, dangerous and unpleasant task; but it had 
to be done, and the 4th Worcestershire and Ist Essex were the only battalions of the 29th Division 
still capable of serious work ; so no relief was possible and for thirteen long days and nights the 
Battalion laboured on the trenches and in the open ground beyond. At first the task was complicated 
by heavy rain: later the weather cleared and by July 6th the Battalion Diary recorded a visible 
improvement. The enemy’s artillery was active and the German snipers were on the alert. Casualties 
were frequent and between the 2nd and the 14th of July (f) the Battalion lost 70 of all ranks (g). 


* * * * * * * * * * 


The capture of Contalmaison had required all the resources in men and guns of the IIIrd 
Army Corps. To assist the operation the front of the Xth Corps had been extended southwards 
and the 12th Division had taken over the captured village of La Boisselle from the 19th Division. 
The 25th Division was now brought up to relieve the 12th Division on the right of the Xth Corps. 


(2) Not by an attack from the south but by a turning movement from the west through “‘ Bailiff Wood.” The village 
was taken by the 8th Green Howards, commanded by Lt.-Col. P. E. Vaughan of the Regiment, who there 
gained the D.S.O. 

(o) Killed 5 officers (Lt. M. Stevens, Lt. F. B. Denham, 2/Lt. H. F. G. Brooksbank, 2/Lt. A. W. Isaac, and 2/Lt. 
W. B. Burns) and 32 other ranks. Wounded 8 officers (Capt. J. R. L. Evans, Capt. A. B. Pratt, Capt. K. W. 
Wilkins, Lt. H. James, V.C., 2/Lt. S. B. Simpson, 2/Lt. J. C. Wilson, 2/Lt. F. S. Spackman, 2/Lt. C. F. 
Wightwick) and 213 N.C.O's. and men. Missing 90. (c) See page 132. 

(d) In four days the total casualties of the 1/8th Worcestershire were 1 killed and 21 wounded. During that period 
Lieut. C. R. Pawsey showed great bravery in repeatedly rescuing helpless wounded men out in ‘‘ No-Man’s- 
Land.” during daylight. 

(e) The 1/7th Worcestershire took over on July 8th, and the Battalions again changed over on July 12th. 

(f) On the night of July 13th/14th a small raid attempted by a party of the Battalion from Mary Redan against the 
opposing trenches did not succeed, for the intensity of the enemy’s fire made advance impossil le. 

(g) July 2nd and 3rd—27 killed and wounded. July 4th—Lieut. F. G. V. Beard killed by sniper. 1 killed, 21 
wounded. July 6th—13th—6 killed, 14 wounded. 


175 


Ist 


'/71H 
& 
'/8rnH 


4rn 


3rp 


THE SOMME 1916. July 1016 


So it came about that after two days in reserve (a), the 3rd Worcestershire moved forward after 
dark on July 9th through the ruins of La Boisselle, and relieved the 9th Loyal North Lancashire in 
half-dug reserve trenches beyond that village. 

Since the capture of La Boisselle on July 3rd, the position there had been improved and the 
reserve trenches now taken over by the 3rd Battalion (6) were well in advance of the line which the 
10th Battalion had then reached. Further forward the 8th Loyal North Lancashire held the front 
line of the Brigade. 

Dawn of July 10th made the position somewhat more clear. North of the position of the 
Battalion, on the far side of a little valley, could be seen the ruins of Ovillers. There the troops 
of the 32nd Division were fighting continuously among tangled trenches and shell-holes. A week 
of heavy fighting had brought them but little advantage. It had proved very difficult to take 
the village by advance up the slope on its southern side. The German garrison were resolutely holding 
their ground and had beaten off all attacks. To the eastward a spur of high ground links La Boisselle 
and Poziéres. It was intended to advance towards Poziéres and thence to encircle the obstinate 
garrison of Ovillers. 

Conditions in that sector were different to those of the fighting at Contalmaison. Less 
artillery was available for the support of that attack than for the more important attacks further 
south. The battalions in the line had to gain ground as best they could, by pushing forward and 
consolidating successive posts in the folds of the shattered ground which lay between the German 
front line and Poziéres. 


THE CAPTURE OF OVILLERS. 


On the morning of July 10th a beginning was made by the 8th Loyal North Lancashire in 
the front line. The Loyals pushed forward a detachment northwards into the valley and then, 
in the afternoon, attacked north-eastward along the spur. The attack was held up about Point 
58 and a strong force of the enemy counter-attacked across the open from the east. The Worcester- 
shire were called on to assist the Loyals and sent up half a company, led by 2nd Lieut. K. L. Spiers, 
with three Lewis-guns. The fight eddied round a group of wrecked trenches (58 to 25) and later 
more assistance was called for. Three more platoons of the Worcestershire were sent forward to 
their assistance (c). But the enemy were too strong to be denied, and about 6 p.m. the Loyals fell 
back to Point 25. There, with the assistance of the Worcestershire platoons they held firm, beating 
off all attacks till darkness fell (d). 

Heavy gun-fire continued throughout that night, and before the dawn the 10th Cheshire 
attacked from the 7th Brigade line northward towards Ovillers: but machine-gun fire brought 
them to a standstill. No further move was possible that day, and from their second line position 
the 3rd Worcestershire could do no more than watch across the valley the sharp fighting at Ovillers 
where the bombers of the 32nd Division were struggling to gain ground. That night the 10th 
Cheshire relieved the Loyals on the right front (e). : 

Next day (July 12th) was more satisfactory. A patrol of the Cheshire succeeded in making 
their way across the broken ground to an important trench junction on the main road within a mile 
of Poziéres (Point 66). The trench there was found to be empty, and after dark one company of the 
3rd Worcestershire was sent up to seize it. That company did their work well. Led by Captain 
J. B. Barron and 2/Lieut. K. L. Spiers they seized the trench junction without opposition and put 
it in a state of defence. All next day (July 13th) that isolated company maintained their new 
Position (f) and on the following night (July 13th/14th) the remainder of the Battalion was brought 
up. It was decided to extend the new position to the left, and parties worked down a communication 
trench which led to the eastern outskirts of Ovillers. They reached the bottom of the hollow and 
began to work up the further slope. The enemy in Ovillers became aware of the movement and 
sent bombers to drive back the attack; but Lieut. J. Mould built a block in the trench and held 
it stubbornly under heavy fire. A lewis-gun was brought up and the new position was secured (g). 
The success was to have great results, for the 8rd Worcestershire were now able to sweep with fire 
the rearward exits of Ovillers. 


(a) July 8th, in Aveluy Wood. July 9th, in reserve trenches on Usna Hill. 

(6) Approx. position is marked B..........B on plan. 

(c) At 4.15 p.m. 

(d) The Loyals’ casualties exceeded 200. The six platoons of the 3rd Worcestershire lost 3 officers (2/Lieuts. S. F. Fell, 
A. F. Langford and R. W. Powell) and 6 men killed, 15 wounded and 9 missing. 

(e) From shell-fire during the day the 3rd Worcestershire lost one officer killed (Lieut. K. A. M. Goddard, Brigade 
Bombing Officer) 3 men killed, 27 wounded and 10 missing. 

(f) Casualties—10 killed, 22 wounded. Captain Barron and 2nd Lieut. Spiers were awarded the M.C. 

(g) Lieut. Mould was awarded the D.S.O. 
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July 1916, THE FIGHTING AT OVILLERS. 


Hardly had the new position been established when Colonel Davidge was wounded. Major 
W. B. Gibbs took over command of the Battalion. 

That night came news that on the next day the Fourth Army further to the right would make 
a great attack against the Bazentin Ridge. The troops of the Reserve Army would do their best to 
co-operate by holding the enemy in their front to their ground and preventing the movement of 
reserves. Accordingly orders were issued to press on the investment of Ovillers. 

The position of the 3rd Worcestershire, thrust forward like a spearpoint into the broken 
German defences, was somewhat precarious. At dawn on July 14th the intense bombardment 
which heralded the great attack away to the right brought a fierce answering fire from the enemy’s 
guns. Fortunately the Worcestershire companies were well entrenched and suffered little loss. 
At 9.15 a.m. a sharp attack was made against the Battalion from Poziéres ; but it was beaten off 
with ease. Later in the day the firing around Poziéres died down, as the enemy’s guns turned their 
attention to the Bazentin Ridge. Presently fresh troops came up from La Boisselle to the position 
of the 3rd Worcestershire, with orders to work forward thence across the valley towards 
the north side-of Ovillers. They were the 1/7th Royal Warwickshire of the 143rd Brigade, the 
vanguard of the 48th Division, which was now being brought into the battle to relieve the weary 
32nd Division and to give the “ coup-de-grace ’’ to Ovillers. 


The Warwickshire Territorials made their way across the valley along the communication - 


trench ; but machine-guns enfiladed that trench and they were forced to recoil. Ovillers was still 
unconquered. Another night and day of battle ensued. The 3rd Worcestershire were engaged 
all day long in continuous fighting around their position, amid intermittent heavy shell-fire. Many 
minor enterprises were attempted. One daring little reconnaissance was carried out by a patrol 
under Lieut. G. G. Barnes, which worked its way along the main road to the outskirts of Poziéres and, 
under heavy fire, carried off a prisoner of the German 22nd Regiment from within the enemy’s wire (a). 

On the evening of July 15th a fresh battalion of the 48th Division, the 1/5th Royal Warwick- 
shire, came up to the position of the 3rd Worcestershire ; and the Warwickshire platoons felt their 
way westward across the valley under cover of darkness. The venture succeeded, and a triangular 
trench on the opposite slope was seized and held. 

Ovillers was now practically isolated, and the heavy fighting further east had left the enemy 
no reserves to send to its aid: otherwise the position of the encircling British battalions would 
have been hazardous in the extreme. The dangers of the position were recognised and much hard 
work was put in on newtrenches. By the morning of July 16th the position of the 3rd Worcestershire 
was strongly defended and had been linked up with the trenches held by the 34th Division further 
to the right, on the outskirts of Poziéres. 


By that date the Worcestershire Territorial Battalions had come into the battle. 

On July 14th the 48th Division, hitherto in the trenches facing Serre (b), had been relieved by 
the 38th (Welsh) Division. During the morning of that day demonstrations had been carried out 
in co-operation with the great attack further south, and the enemy replied with a heavy bombard- 
ment (c). That evening the 1/8th Worcestershire were relieved by the 16th Welch Regiment and 
moved back to bivouac near Couin (4). 

Already that afternoon (14th) the 1/7th Worcestershire had moved by motor- bus from 
Coigneux southwards through Forceville to Bouzincourt (¢ (e) ; and at noon the next day (July 15th) 
the 1/8th Worcestershire followed the sister Battalion to the same village. 

On the evening of July 15th the forward movement was begun. The 48th Division was 
Telieving the 32nd Division in the line at Ovillers. At 5 p.m. the 1/7th Worcestershire moved out 
from Bouzincourt on their way to the line. 

By 10-30 p.m. that night the relief was complete and the 1/7th Worcestershire had reached 
the front line (f). The line taken up ran east and west through the smashed ruins of Ovillers, “ in 
the neighbourhood alleged to have been the site of the church” (g) ; though the great shells had so 
shattered everything that even the road through the village was hard to identify. On the left of 
the Battalion were the 1/4th Gloucestershire: on the right an insecure touch was maintained with 


(a) The gallant young officer would have been recommended for a decoration had he not been killed on the following 


day. 

(b) On July 7th, 2/Lt. S. W. Lewis of the 1/8th Battalion had been wounded. 

(c) Which cost the 1/8th Worcestershire the loss of 2/Lieut. A. S. Clutterbuck and 1 man killed, as well as 2/Lieut. 
R. L. Hancock and 1 man wounded. 

(4) At Cross-roads on S. side of the Sailly—St. Leger roads. 

(e) “ Bouzincourt had a promising name, but it proved to be partly ruinous and almost wholly deserted.” 

(f) The 1/7th Worcestershire relieved the Ist Dorset and 2nd Manchester. 

(g) Battalion Diary. The wreck of the church was only about 4 feet above ground level, but beneath it the German 
deep dugouts were undamaged. 
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the troops of the 25th Division, whose line ran due eastward into the valley. Further up the valley, 
as we have already recorded, the 1/5th Royal Warwickshire were by that time in position behind 
the doomed village, while from the other side of the valley the rifles of the 3rd Worcestershire swept 
the ruins. 

But the troops in front line could not be aware of the general situation. The horizon was 
bounded by the neighbouring shell-holes, among which the broken trenches wound their way ; 
and in those shell-holes and trenches the enemy kept up a desperate struggle. Hardly had the 
1/7th Worcestershire taken over the front line when they were subjected to a fierce bombing attack. 
In one of the advanced posts the N.C.O. in charge was struck down and all the men save one. But 
the sole survivor, Private H. Tibbetts, held firm and answered bomb with bomb until help came (a). 

At dawn on the 16th a systematic advance began. Working forward with bombs from 
crater to crater, the Territorial troops gained ground among the debris. The sharpest resistance 
was on the right flank of the Worcestershire, and it became clear that there the bulk of the survivors 
of the garrison were penned between the advancing troops and the 1/5th Royal Warwickshire in 
position north of the village. Gradually the attack closed in on them, and late that afternoon the 
remnant of the enemy (6) surrendered. Ovillers had fallen. 

After the surrender of the garrison, the Territorial battalions pushed rapidly forward and in 
the course of the next twenty-four hours the 1/7th Worcestershire established a new position north 
of the village in touch with the 1/5th Royal Warwickshire (c). 

The advance was carried out under heavy shell-fire which caused many casualties. After 
dusk on July 17th a big shell struck beside one of the Lewis-Gun posts of the Battalion, burying 
the gun and its team. The platoon sergeant, Sergeant A. Tombs, at once made his way to the 
spot and dug out a wounded man from the debris. Then, after seeing him to safety the Sergeant 
returned and in spite of the enemy’s fire succeeded in recovering the gun (d). 


The 25th Division was then withdrawn to rest. In the early hours of July 17th the 3rd 
Worcestershire handed over the position facing Poziéres to the 1/7th Royal Warwickshire of the 
48th Division and marched back out of the battle to rejoin the 7th Brigade at Forceville. The 
eight days of continuous fighting had cost the Battalion 7 officers and over 170 N.C.O’s. and men (e). 


* * * * * * * * * 


While the 3rd Battalion had been fighting around Ovillers, the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment 
had also come into the battle area, and had taken part in the great attack of the Fourth Army 
against the German second line of defences. 

The capture of Contalmaison had cleared the way for that attack. Orders were issued and 
preparations were made. The attack was to be made by three Army Corps, the XIIIth, XVth and 
IlIrd Corps along a wide front from Trones Wood to Contalmaison. The attack of the XVth Corps 
was to be supported by fresh troops: the 33rd Division. 


The 33rd Division had been brought down from the Bethune area on July 8th/9th (/). 
After an uncomfortable railway journey by night the 2nd Worcestershire detrained at Saleux Station, 
south of Amiens, early (g) on July 9th, and marched nine miles to St. Sauveur. There dinners were 
eaten and the troops rested until 3 p.m. when orders were received to march again, this time eastward 
to Vecquemont, After a tiring march in great heat, the Battalion reached billets after dark (i). 

That arrival in the Somme area was a landmark in the memories of most of the officers and 
men of the Battalion. The beautiful countryside of Picardy was a welcome change from the dour 
and uninteresting levels of Flanders and the ugly mining villages of Artois. | The crowds of troops 
and all the paraphernalia of the great offensive had an inspiring effect, and morale rose high. 

The Battalion lay at Vecquemont all day on July 10th, and then, next morning, marched 
onwards to Morlancourt, within close sound of the guns. For twenty-four hours the Battalion lay 
close in crowded billets. Then after dark () on July 12th moved forward to bivouac at Becordel, 
close behind the original front line. The Battalion remained in that reserve position during the 
following day, in readiness for the opening of the great attack. 


(a) Pte. Tibbetts was awarded the D.C.M. 

(b) Two officers and 124 men of the 15th Reserve Regiment. They were warmly complimented on their heroic defence. 

(ce) Lieut. Colonel A. R. Harman, commanding the 1/7th Worcestershire, received the D.S.O. for his able work during 
those days around Ovillers and Captain G. S. Tomkinson was subsequently awarded the M.C. 

(d)  Sergt. Tombs was awarded the D.C.M. Casualties during July 17th included Lt. W. C. Cassels wounded. 

(e) Four officers and 27 men killed, 3 officers (Colonel Davidge, 2/Lt. A. E. Fryer and 2/Lt. H. U. Richards) and 123 
other ranks wounded, 23 missing. 

(f) See page 160. (¢) 6am. (4) 9 p.m. (i) 10 p.m. 
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No. 47 OPERATIONS AROUND BAZENTIN (Il 


(th 1h July 1916. 


THE BATTLE OF BAZENTIN RIDGE. 


As the first glimmer of light showed on July 14th, the British artillery all along the line burst 
forth in an intense bombardment. The 2nd Worcestershire stood to arms and remained waiting 
until 10 a.m. (@). Then at last orders came and the Battalion moved forward. 

In front of them the attack had swept over the German defences. Bazentin-le-Grand had 
fallen, the ridge east of it had been stormed and the fighting troops had pushed forward into the 
valley on the further side. Only the German switch-line which ran along the ridge from High Wood 
to Poziéres prevented the attack from breaking through to Martinpuich and the open country beyond. 
The orders for the 33rd Division were to push up the slopes between the Bazentin-le-Petit and High 
Wood, to attack and carry the Switch Line and thus to clear the way for the cavalry who were already 
moving forward. 

Those high hopes, however, were not fulfilled. Delays occurred, strung enemy counter- 
attacks on both flanks hampered progress, and the 33rd Division did not come into action. The 
2nd Worcestershire marched at 10 a.m. together with the other battalions of the 100th Brigade 
up the main road to Fricourt. Then a halt was ordered, and the Worcestershire companies spent 
most of the day sitting by the roadside in the ruins of that village, watching near-by batteries. Not 
until 3 p.m. did orders come to move. The Battalion fell in. The Brigade marched forward to 
Mametz village and thence up the steep valley east of Mametz Wouod. There the Brigade halted 
for the night, and the Battalion took up position close to Flatiron Copse. The platoons dug shelter 
trenches for cover from the hostile shell-fire, which continued intermittently throughout the hours 
of darkness : both high explosive and lachrymatory shells were sent over into the valley, and there 
was but little sleep (8). 


Dawn of July 15th brought heavy mist. In the mist the Battalion fell in, and the Brigade 
moved forward into the battle. Eastward the Brigade marched past Bazentin-le-Grand, across 
ground littered with debris and wounded men. Eventually the Brigade formed up in the valley 
due south of High Wood. 

The 2nd Worcestershire were in reserve to the Brigade. Immediately in front, the 16th 
Kings Royal Rifles were in support along a track which we will term ‘“‘ The Lower Road.”” A mile 
to the northward, the front line battalions of the Brigade, the Ist Queen’s and the Glasgow High- 
landers, were deployed for attack along what we will term “ The Upper Road,” their right flank 
pine close to High Wood. That wood was believed to have been occupied by troops of the 7th 

Vision. 

At 9 a.m. the front battalions of the 100th Brigade advanced to attack the German Switch 
Line on the Ridge. At once it became obvious that High Wood had not been cleared ; from the 
north-west corner of the Wood an enfilade fire of machine-guns held up the attack. Inside the 
wood fighting was in progress. To assist our troops there the 16th K.R.R.C. were sent to the wood, 
followed by “ C” and “ D”’ Companies of the 2nd Worcestershire. 

Orders were then issued for the remainder of the Battalion to renew the attack on 
the Switch Line.‘ A” and “ B"’ Companies advanced under fire across the open to the original 
front line of the Brigade ; but under the enfilade fire from the Wood it was not possible further to 
gain ground. 

In the Wood a confused struggle was raging. High Wood was, at that date,a dense wood in 
full leaf, with undergrowth so thick that it was not possible to see more than twenty yards. Many 
narrow rides ran through the wood at unexpected angles. 

Captain C. H. Pigg led “‘ C ”’ Company into the wocd (c). | Ordering his platoons to lie down 
he went forward to ascertain the situation. There were many troops in the wood, both of the 16th 
K.RR’s. and of the 7th Division, but all were disorganised and could tell nothing. Captain Pigg 
went on until stopped by a burst of fire from a German machine-gun at short range. He brought 
up his company, but the enemy position was too strong for an unsupported assault; so ““C’’ Company 
took up position in the wood and began to entrench, while arrangements were made for artillery 
support. “ D’’ Company was brought up: but the company commander, Captain L. G. Lawrence, 
was hit and further progress was impossible. 


{a) Time as given by Brigade. Battalion Diary says about 9 a.m. 

'b) Greatcoats had perforce been left behind and ali ranks were bitterly cold before the dawn. A field battery close 

r in front fired continuously throughout the night. 

¢) The map is not quite accurate as regards “C"’ and ‘'D’’ Companies. The two Companies entered the map, 
not from the south-eastern face, as shown, but from the south-western face. The position entrenched by “C” 
Company was somewhere near the spot marked by the second "‘h”’ in ‘* High Wood.” 
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During the afternoon German batteries from both north and north-west commenced a severe 
bombardment. Casualties in the wood were numerous, and the mixed troops became even more 
disorganised. As evening came on the enemy counter-attacked in force from the north. The 
troops of the 7th Division fell back from the wood, but the two Worcestershire companies held 
their ground (a). The companies of the Battalion altered their positions several times during the 
evening as the fighting swayed to and fro, but when darkness fell the Worcestershire, much inter- 
mixed with other units, were still holding on to the south-western edge of the Wood. Not until 
3 a.m. was the Battalion relieved by fresh troops, and ordered back into reserve by Mametz Wood. 
There the remnants of the 100th Brigade were collected, and rested in Divisional Reserve during 


the next two days. In that day’s fighting the four battalions of the Brigade had lost more than 
1,300 officers and men (8). 


* * * * * * * * * * 


The 17th of July is now officially regarded as the closing date of the Battle of Bazentin Ridge. 
By that date the British Headquarters had realised that the impetus of the main attack had spent 
itself. The German second line had been broken and captured from Longueval to Poziéres, many 
guns and prisoners had been captured and the success was of good augury for future victory. But 
the unexpected strength of the enemy’s switch-line and the strength of the German counter-attacks 
in High Wood and Delville Wood, had prevented that breakthrough for which the Staff had hoped. 
The ground gained by the attack formed a sharp salient which invited counter-attack from the east. 
It was decided that the main strength of the Fourth Army should be used to enlarge the salient 
on the eastern side, towards Guillemont and Ginchy. At the same time, operations were to be 
carried out against High Wood and the German Switch Line, with a view to gaining ground, in 
preparation for a renewed attack in that direction. 

On the left the troops of the Reserve Army would continue their steady pressure on the 
enemy, and would endeavour to capture Poziéres. 


Thus there was no check, on the morning of July 18th, in the operations of the Territorial 
battalions of the 48th Division. Already they had worked their way forward to the northern side 
of the ruins of Ovillers. Now they continued their advance up the spurs beyond the village, through 
a wilderness of broken trenches and overlapping shell-holes amongst which the enemy maintained 
a dogged resistance with machine-guns and bombs. Little ground was gained during the 18th 
but that night a serious attempt was made to advance. Ten minutes before midnight ‘‘ A’’ and 
““B”’ Companies of the 1/7th Worcestershire attacked with bomb and bayonet. The attack was 
made under heavy fire and in the darkness the attacking platoons lost cohesion. In the tangle of 
shell-holes and trenches the assault developed into a series of desperate little fights. At one point 
Sergt. G. H. Head showed great gallantry, leading his platoon into the enemy’s trench, clearing it 
and then bringing in from the darkness the wounded men of his company (c). 

The ground won from the enemy was at once subjected to an intense bombardment. One 
big shell struck among the platoon led by Lieut. J. G. Dixon, blowing up a Lewis-gun with its team 
and causing many casualties. But the subaltern cheered on the survivors and the position was 
maintained (@). 

The incessant fighting of July 18th and 19th had cost the 1/7th Battalion over 150 
casualties (e). The next morning (20th) was fairly quiet, and news came that they were to be relieved 
by the 1/8th Battalion ; that afternoon however came counter-orders ; the 1/7th Battalion would 
remain in the fighting line ; the relief was cancelled. 


The 1/8th Battalion had met with disaster. After three days in Divisional Reserve at 
Bouzincourt the Battalion had received orders, on July 19th, that all four companies would form a 
working party that night. The work to be done was to dig a new communication trench up the main 
road from La Boisselle to the position in front of Poziéres, which had originally been seized by the 
3rd Worcestershire, and which was still the furthest ground held in that direction. 

At 9 p.m. the four companies moved off, marched through La Boisselle in the darkness, 
deployed along the road and commenced their labour. Little more than an hour’s work had been 
done, when (f) the enemy’s guns commenced to shell the line of the road. The troops continued 


(a) A message from the C.O. of the Glasgow Highlanders to 100th Brigade Headquarters sent at 6.10 p.m., after 
reporting that the 7th Division had been driven from the Wood, adds ‘‘ Worcesters are standing firm.’’ The 
message is in existence in the official War Diary of the Brigade. 

(6) Casualties of 2nd Worcestershire are only available for the whole period 15-22/7/16. The losses on the 15th 
included 4 officers wounded :—(Capt. L. G. Lawrence, Lt. B.C. C. Tipper, 2/Lt. A. E. Prosser, 2/Lt. E. F. W. H. 
Kevill-Davies). 

(c) Sergeant Head was awarded the D.C.M. (a) Lieut. Dixon was awarded the M.C. 


(e) Two officers (2/Lieuts. J. W. Gorrie and N. Gough) and 36 men killed. 120 N.C.O’s. and men wounded. 
(Y) 11.10 p.m. 
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their work as best they could, throwing themselves down at intervals when shells struck near. Some 
of the shells exploded, but the most of them made so little noise that the troops took them for “duds ”’ ; 
the muddy ground, they thought, must account for the enemy’s fuses not working. Presently, 
“Funny stink,’”’ said someone “ what is it ?”........“" Gas ?””........." No, gas doesn’t smell like that.” 
The work went on. More shells, softly thudding, fell along the line of the road. Then at last the 
sickly smell became overpowering and men started to vomit. It must be gas, the officer decided, 
gas of a kind hitherto unknown ; however the effects did not seem very serious ; the work must 
goon. The work went on till nearly 2 am. Then, their task practically accomplished, the four 
companies made their way back. Visible casualties had not been heavy—7 killed and 7 wounded 
by the shell-fire ; but 36 others were affected by the gas and had to be supported back to a dressing 
station nearby, whence they were sent to hospital. The four companies tramped back to billets, 
and about 5 a.m. the men threw themselves down to sleep. 

Next day the effects of the gas made themselves seen. Everywhere men were vomiting or 
helpless with pain. Of the four fighting companies of the Battalion only eighteen men were not 
affected. Only those few, together with the transport, the signallers and the personnel of Battalion 
Headquarters remained fit for duty. 

Hastily the Medical Officers examined the sufferers. Even those not actually sick were 
incapable of any exertion, and all idea of sending the Battalion up to the fighting line had to be 
abandoned, For a few days (July 20th-25th), the 1/8th Worcestershire remained in billets, while one 
after another the officers and men collapsed. Then, when another seventy men had been admitted to 
hospital, it was decided to send the Battalion right back to recuperate. Eight officers who were 
still fit for duty were attached to the 6th Gloucestershire, whose battle casualties had been heavy. 
The remainder of the Battalion were conveyed in motor lorries to quarters in the back areas near 
Domart. They first went into billets at Fransu (July 26th) and later (July 30th) into open 
bivouac near Houdencourt (a). 


The disablement of the 1/8th Battalion prevented any immediate relief of the 1/7th Battalion, 
and for the next two days the fighting north of Ovillers continued. On the night of the 20th/21st 
an attack was made (6) by ‘“‘ D”’ Company of the Battalion in conjunction with the units on its right 
and left against the enemy position in their front (see map). But in the mud and the darkness 
the attack could make little progress against the German machine-guns and after an initial success 
ae troops fell back to their starting point. “‘D’’ Company lost over 20 casualties including two 
officers (c). 

On the evening of July 21st the 1/7th Worcestershire were relieved by the 1/6th Gloucestershire. 
“A” and ‘C’’ Companies were left in support trenches while “ B’” and ‘“ D”’ Companies went 


back to dugouts in reserve at “ Crucifix Corner.” Throughout the day of July 22nd the Battalion 
tested ‘d). 


During that time the 4th Worcestershire had been moving back out of the battle area. The 
very heavy losses which the 29th Division had suffered on the Ist of July made it necessary for 
the Division to be withdrawn to a quieter area to absorb reinforcements ; and orders for the relief 
of the 29th Division by the 25th Division were issued on July 22nd. Before that date, however, 
the 4th Worcestershire had been drawn back into reserve. On July 14th, after an uncomfortable 
day of “ demonstrations "’ and heavy shell-fire during the great attack further south, the Battalion 
was relieved by the Newfoundland Regiment and marched back to a reserve camp in Mailly Wood. 
There the companies lay for two days, resting and cleaning up. On July 17th the 88th Brigade 
was drawn back into Divisional Reserve. The 4th Worcestershire marched westward into huts 
in Acheux Wood, where the Battalion remained (é) until the Division moved back to rest. Then, 
on July 23rd the 88th Brigade marched westward through Louvencourt, Marieux and Beauquesne 
to billets at Beauval. 

By that time it had been decided that the 29th Division should be sent to Flanders. On 
July 27th the 4th Worcestershire marched from Beauval to Candas ; where, shortly after midday, 
the Battalion entrained for the north. 


(a) It was not till several days after the event that official warning of the new German gas-shells was received. Among 
the officers suffering from the gas were Lts. C. R. Pawsey and L. R. Bomford and 2/Lt. C. T. Lodge. 
Eventually over 400 of the rank and file were sent home. (6) 3.15 a.m. 

{c) 2/Lieuts. L. J. Wareham and F. A. N. Brown killed. Other ranks 2 killed, 14 wounded and 2 missing. 

{d) Besides those detailed above, the following received decorations for good work in the operations of the 1/7th 
Worcestershire from July 15th to July 21st :—Lieut. P. Carter, the M.C., Sgt. J. Davis and Sgt. Wm. 
Shakespeare the M.M. 

(e) On the night of July 17th/18th a small raiding party from the Battalion was sent up to make another raid (see 
footnote to page 175) from Mary Redan. That attempt also failed, but the failure was redeemed by the 
bravery of two subalterns, 2/Lts. R. C. Broughton and J. Tyree, who entered the encmy’s trench. Casualties, 
one man missing. 

. 
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The place of the 29th Division in the line north of the Ancre was taken over by the 25th 
Division, and the 3rd Worcestershire was brought up to the area which the 4th Worcestershire 
had vacated. 

After a night at Forceville (a) the 3rd Battalion had marched back on July 18th, with 
the other battalions of the 7th Brigade through Acheux and Raincheval to Beauval. There 
they rested for two days, and then marched on July 20th through Terramesnil and Sarton to 
bivouac in the Bois-de-Warnimont, east of Authie. Thence on July 23rd the Brigade moved forward 
to the relief of the 29th Division, and the 3rd Worcestershire marched south-eastward to bivouac 
in Mailly Wood. 


While the 1/7th Battalion had been fighting north of Ovillers, the 2nd and 10th Battalions 
of the Regiment had been heavily engaged in the series of attacks by which the British Fourth 
Army had been endeavouring to gain High Wood and the ridge north of Bazentin. 

After the capture of La Boisselle the 19th Division lay quiet for a while, resting and refitting. 
The 10th Worcestershire, after a series of shifts (b), settled into billets at Lavieville. There for a 
week the Battalion trained (c) and absorbed reinforcements : and for the first time all ranks became 
Painfully aware of a disastrous innovation in the provision of personnel. Either deliberately, or 
under stress of circumstances, the authorities at the base were ‘‘ cross-posting’ drafts—sending 
the men of one regiment as reinforcements to another. The effects of that pernicious policy were 
seen for the first time on July 11th, when the 10th Worcestershire received a draft of 206 men from 
the Bedfordshire and Essex regiments. Discontented at the involuntary transfer they settled down 
with difficulty into the Worcestershire platoons. 


On July 19th came orders to move forward. At 6 p.m. the Battalion paraded and marched 
to Millencourt. Thence, the battalions of the 57th Brigade moved forward by successive com- 
panies to an assembly position west of Fricourt. That position was reached about 3 a.m. and there 
the companies rested in bivouac throughout the day of July 20th, listening to the crash of the guns 
in front, where fierce fighting was in progress. 


HIGH WOOD (Second Phase). 


Ever since the great attack on July 14th, fighting had surged and eddied along the ridge 
on which High Wood stands. The Wood was so definite a vantage-point, overlooking, as it does, 
all ground both to north and south that both sides were resolute, the British to take and the Germans 
to hold it. The 7th Division had made repeated efforts to take the Wcod by attack from the south ; 
but all efforts had failed; and it had now been decided to attack from the south-west. The 
renewed attack was to be made by the 33rd Division. 

So it was that the 2nd Worcestershire came back into the battle line. From the 16th to the 
19th of July the Battalion had rested in reserve in Mametz Wood, shelled at intervals but suffering 
no loss. At evening on July 19th came orders to move forward. 

After the fighting on July 16th the British line west of High Wood had been drawn back 
from the Wood to the spur on which stood the Windmill, east of Bazentin-le-Petit. The new attack 
was to be made from that spur, across the intervening valley, against the south-western face of the 
Wood. The attack was to be delivered by the 19th Brigade. To protect the left flank of the 
attacking troops the 2nd Worcestershire were to be attached to the 19th Brigade and were to hold 
a line above the ‘“‘ Upper Road,” facing the German Switch Line. 

At 9.30 p.m. the Battalion left Mametz Wood, and moved forward in the darkness through 
the ruins of Bazentin-le-Petit to the Cemetery. There Battalion Headquarters were established 
and “‘ A’’ Company was established in reserve trenches. The other companies moved forward to 
the “ Five Cross-roads ”’ north of the cemetery and thence extended into position. No enemy were 
encountered, and the line desired was taken up: ‘‘B’”’ and ‘“‘D’”’ Companies in front line along 
the road, with “ C ’’ Company in support. 

Covered by that disposition of the Battalion, the 19th Brigade formed up on Windmill Spur 
during the night, and at 2 a.m. advanced across the valley to the south-western face of High Wood. 
The rustle of their movement was drowned by a heavy bombardment, which rose to intensity shortly 
ee the assault was delivered. At 3.30 a.m. the battalions of the 10th Brigade plunged into the 

‘ood. 


(a) See page 178. 

(6) July 6th, Albert. July 8th, Millencourt. July 9th, Herencourt. July 10th, Lavieville. 

(c) On the 16th Major D. M. A. Sole took rank as acting-Lieut.-Colonel while commanding the Battalion. 
° 
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Heavy firing then became general all along the line. Dawn broke. The sun rose behind 
High Wood, and the line of posts held by the 2nd Worcestershire was heavily shelled as daylight 2nD 
disclosed them to the enemy; but no counter-attack was attempted from the Switch Line. All 
day the Worcestershire companies held their ground under heavy fire, while in High Wood the fighting 
swayed to and fro. Not until late that night was the issue decided. After dark a German counter- 
attack, delivered in great strength, finally forced the attacking troops out of the northern portion 
of the Wood. The remnant of the 19th Brigade fell back across the open and at 9.30 p.m. the 2nd 
Worcestershire received orders to evacuate their positions along the Upper Road and withdrew to the 
Windmill Ridge. The night was dark, and the movement was not executed without considerable 
difficulty. The Battalion was ordered to relieve in the new position some troops of the 7th Division (a); 
at the same time other fresh troops were coming up on the left. The proceedings were complicated 
by a heavy bombardment and a barrage of gas-shells. Eventually, just before dawn, the new line 
was satisfactorily established. The 2nd Worcestershire took over the southern end of the spur 
from the Windmill to the road. On their left flank, the line from the Windmill round the northern 
end of the village of Bazentin-le-Petit was occupied by a battalion of the 19th Division ; which, 
the 2nd Battalion were surprised to find, was the 10th Battalion of the Regiment. 


The 10th Worcestershire had moved forward that evening (b) from their assembly position 
west of Fricourt and had made their way into the position at Bazentin through the midst of the 
general confusion of that wild night. Throughout the following day (July 21st) the two Battalions 10TH 
lay side by side in their half-moon position at Bazentin, shelled intermittently and working hard 
toimprove the trenches. The Windmill was shattered by shell-fire and the 10th Battalion lost some 
fifteen men. 

In order to secure their regained position in High Wood, the enemy had pushed forward an 
advanced post along the ‘‘ Upper Road” to an intermediate spur, halfway to the Worcestershire 
line, and a well-handled machine-gun ensconced at that point caused much discomfort to the 
Battalions. A gallant attempt was made during the afternoon to capture that machine-gun. A 
party of bombers of the luth Battalion, supported by a Lewis-Gun section, crept forward down the 
toad; but the movement was discovered and bombers and Lewis-gunners alike were wiped out by 
the enemy's fire ; none came back. A second attack was made after dark but was driven back by 
heavy fire. Patrols went out and found the enemy engaged in establishing a new forward trench 
on the reverse slope of the “‘ Intermediate Spur ”’ (c). 

Meanwhile orders had been issued for the withdrawal of the 33rd Division, and at 10 p.m. 
the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved in the line by the 9th Royal Scots of the 51st Division. Not 
for many months were the 2nd and the 10th Battalions again to meet in the field. 

After their relief from the line, the 2nd Worcestershire marched back by companies out of the 
battle, and in the early hours of July 22nd the Battalion went into bivouac at Becourt. Twenty-four 
hours later, the march was resumed, and the Battalion tramped onward to a prepared bivouac west 
of the Ancre, between Albert and Dernancourt. Thenceforward to the end of the month the 2nd 2ND 
Battalion (@) remained in that bivouac camp, resting and training. 


The night of July 2Ist/22nd proved very trying for the 10th Worcestershire. Reliefs on 
tight and left entailed several shifts and contractions in the Battalion line. Another attack on the 10TH 
unconquered machine-gun was organised at 1 a.m. Four platoons worked their way down the 
“Upper Road ’’—two platoons of “C’’ Company north of the road and two platoons of “B” 
Company south of it. In the darkness the listeners in rear strained their ears and heard, amid inter- 
mittent shell-fire, a sudden outburst of machine-guns and musketry. Presently some survivors 
of the “ B ’’ Company platoons came back to the trenches. The attack had failed under a withering 
fire; what had happened to the two platoons of “ C’ Company was a mystery not cleared up until 
two days later, when the sergeant who had led one of the platoons made his way back. The enemy 
machine-gun, it appeared had been pushed forward in the darkness to a bend in the road on the 
forward slope of the hill. In that new position the machine-gun post had surprised the attacking 
platoons, all of whom had been killed or captured. The sergeant himself, with one companion 
had found shelter in an abandoned dugout during the ensuing forty-eight hours. When firing died 
down the two survivors made their way back (e). 


(a) 20th Manchester. (6) 8 p.m. 

(c) The small spur which crosses the ‘Upper Road” midway between High Wood and the 10th Battalion’s position, 

(@) Casualties, 2nd Worcestershire, 15th-22nd July :—26 killed. 8 officers (Capt. L. G. Lawrence, Lt. B. C. C. Tipper, 
2/Lt. A. E. Prosser, 2/Lt. E. F. W. H. Kevill-Davies (on 15th), 2/Lt. J. C. Miners (on 20th) 2/Lt. O. V. 
Arnold, Capt. C. H. Pigg, 2/I-t. A. W. E. Christie (on 21st) and 141 N.C.O's. and men wounded, 30 missing. 

(e) Unfortunately on arriving at the British trenches (the front held by another regiment) they were not recognised 
in the darkness, and were bombed : and the sergeant’s companion was killed. 
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Furious at the defeat, the Battalion arranged yet another attack. Artillery support was 
requested and a“‘ set piece ’’ attack was organised. All arrangements were made, but communication 
broke down and orders for the attack did not arrive. Mistaking their orders, ‘‘ D ’’ Company of the 
10th Worcestershire advanced unsupported, only to be driven back by a storm of fire. 

That evening orders were received that the Battalion and the 8th Gloucestershire would 
attack a trench which the enemy had newly dug from the machine-gun position on the “‘ intermediate 
spur” to the northward to link up with the Switch-Line. Preparations were in progress when 
counter-orders came that the 10th Royal Warwickshire would replace the 10th Worcestershire 
for the attack. That change was made at the last minute (a), and inevitably caused confusion : the 
Royal Warwickshire were unable to arrive in time, and the attack, made disjointedly, failed with 
heavy loss. Tune platoons of the 10th Worcestershire made their way back through heavy shell-fire 
to a position in reserve in the valley just north of Flatiron Copse. There the Battalion rested 
throughout July 23rd. The 57th Brigade was now being withdrawn to rest, and after dark the 10th 
Worcestershire marched back into bivouac in Becourt Wood (6). 

The Battalion remained in bivouac during the ensuing week. Two more drafts came to 
fill up the ranks. Once more those drafts were composed of men from other regiments—Yorkshire 
and Rifles. More than two-thirds of the fighting strength now consisted of such importations, and 
the Regimental spirit inevitably suffered. The folly of the authorities at the base (c) was undermining 
the efficiency of the fighting Battalions. 


THE BATTLE OF POZIERES RIDGE (d). 


On the morning of July 23rd the British forces on the Somme made a third great effort to 
break the opposing German defences by a general attack all along the line. On the front of the 
Fourth Army the enemy succeeded in holding up the attack; on the front of the Reserve Army 
the attack was more successful. The Ist Australian Division had been brought up into the line 
opposite Poziéres, and the Australians succeeded in fighting their way into that village. Thereafter 
fierce fighting continued for four days until, by July 26th, the village was secured. 

In that general attack no Battalion of the Regiment was actually engaged. On the left of 
the Australians, the 48th Division made an attack ; but the 1/7th Worcestershire were resting in re- 
serve trenches behind Ovillers and bore no part in the fighting. Not till the following morning 
did the Battalion relieve the 1/4th Gloucestershire in the front line. 

The line which the Battalion then took over was practically the same as that which they had 
held previously (18th—2Ist). Amid a tangle of shell-holes the British line extended across the Ovillers 
spur. The enemy’s opposition was stubborn, and in spite of continuous bombing and shell-fire, 
no great change in the situation had been effected by the evening of July 27th. The 48th Division 
was then replaced in the line by the 12th Division, and the 1/7th Worcestershire, relieved by the 
6th Royal West Kent, marched back from the line to Hedauville. There the 144th Brigade re- 
assembled, and on the following day marched westward to Arqueves ; whence next day (29th) 
the march was continued to Beauval. There the 1/7th Worcestershire were surprised to find them- 
selves in the same billets asin the previous May. On July 30th the Brigade marched westward again, 
through Candas and Fienvillers to Surcamps near Domart for rest and training. 


Meanwhile, in the Fourth Army Area, the struggle for the main ridge from Delville Wood 
to Poziéres was being continued. A fresh attack all along the line was planned and, after some 
changes of date was finally arranged for the 30th of July. Around Bazentin the 19th Division 
was still in the line and orders were issued for the 57th Brigade of that Division to take part in 
the attack. 


(a) ‘ Zero’’ was midnight. The message arrived 11.20 p.m. 
(6) Casualties, 10th Worcestershire, July 20th-23rd :—Killed—3 officers (Capt. W. F. Tree, Capt. H. S. H. Wallace, 
2/Lt. J. Fish (all on 22nd) and 18 men. 
Wounded—5 officers (2/Lt. W. M. Hartland and 2/Lt. O. A. Hicks (on the 2Ist), Lt. I. N. Mason, Lt. W. S. 
Scammell, 2/Lt. C. G. Weld (on 22nd) and 71 other ranks. 
Missing—64 N.C.O's. and men. 

(c) Apparently the policy was deliberately planned to break down “ Regimental ”’ spirit and thereby to cultivate 
an “ Army ”’ spirit—a ‘‘ non-sequitur ’’ which could only have occurred to functionaries ignorant of the 
psychology of fighting troops ; but see also page 47. 

(d) This is the official title given to the operations of the Reserve Army from July 23rd till September 3rd. 
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So the 10th Worcestershire, their losses replaced by strangers from other corps (a), returned 
to their old battle-ground near Bazentin-le-Petit. The position there had changed but little during 
the intervening week. No substantial advance had been made, but the ground was now still more 
broken by countless shell-holes. Among these shell-holes the German battalions holding the ridge 
had established a strong position. The enemy had taken up a new line, on the reverse slope of a 
fold in the ground close in front of the British front ; but in that wilderness of shell-holes the exact 
trace of the new German line (b) was difficult to discover. Patrols went out frequently, but were 
paralysed by sudden bursts of fire from invisible machine-guns. Nevertheless it was not difficult 
to estimate the approximate position of the new German line; and the attack on July 30th was 
planned to capture and hold that line, as a preliminary for the assault on the Switch-Line. 

At dusk on July 29th, the 10th Worcestershire reached the battle-front and by half-past 
nine had relieved the 9th Royal Welch Fusiliers in the advanced line (c). During the night patrols 
went out and found the enemy holding shell-holes not more than 120 yards to the front. 


July 30th dawned, warm and fine. On the front of the 19th Division the morning passed 
peacefully ; though to the right, beyond Delville Wood a continuous thunder of guns told of battle 
to the west. As the afternoon drew on preparations for attack were made, with as much quietness 
as was possible. Dawn attacks had become so usual that it had been decided to attack in the 
evening, in hope of achieving surprise. 

Just after 6 p.m. the comparative quiet of the summer’s evening was broken by the opening 
crash of the British artillery. For five minutes shot and shell was rained on the enemy’s positions 
along the ridge ; then the battalions of the 19th Division advanced to the attack. 

On the right of the attacking line the Kings Own and the Royal Warwickshire encountered 
little opposition and succeeded in entering the German trenches : but on the left the 10th Worcester- 
shire and 8th Gloucestershire were stopped dead. As the two battalions left their trenches they 
were swept by a storm of machine-gun bullets in enfilade from the enemy defences on the left flank : 
then as the leading platoons topped the little ridge which separated them from the enemy’s 
trench an intense fire struck them from the front. The attack was withered and its impetus died 
away. 

Dusk came on before the issue was decided. Efforts were made to consolidate a new line 
nearer to the enemy, but the enfilade fire from the left flank prevented movement, and eventually 
the attempt had to be abandoned. By the time darkness had fallen the companies (d) were 
back in their original line. 

During the night a new trench was dug to link up the line held by the Battalion with 
the trench gained by the Royal Warwickshire. All that night and the ensuing day the position 
held by the Battalion was heavily shelled. Then the 10th Worcestershire were relieved. The 
companies made their way back to bivouac in reserve west of Becourt Wood (e). After resting 
for a day (August Ist) they marched back that evening through Albert to billets in Bresle. 
There they learnt that the Division was to be relieved and to move north. After a farewell 
inspection by General Pulteney (f) on August 2nd, the 57th Brigade entrained at Mericourt 
early (g) on the following day. The Battalion detrained that afternoon at Longpré near Abbeville, 
and marched to billets at Mouflers. There they rested for three days. In the early hours of 
August 7th the 10th Worcestershire marched to Longpré station and entrained at dawn for the 
Flanders front. : 


The 48th Division remained in reserve, resting and training, for the best part of a fortnight. 
During that time the 1/7th Worcestershire lay in bivouac at Surcamps. Fortunately the weather 
was fine, for the Battalion had no available shelter. On August 9th the move back to the line began. 
The Battalion marched, with the rest of the 144th Brigade, to Candas and thence on the following 
day, by Beauval and Beauquesne to Puchevillers. Three days later the Brigade marched in heat 
and dust by Toutenville and Harponville to Hedauville; and the 1/7th Worcestershire were 
billetted in Forceville. 


(a) See previous page. The Battalion had been resting in Becourt Wood since July 23rd. 

(0) The approximate position of that new German line is shewn on the plan. 

(¢) For position of Battalion see plan. 

(4) The real cause of the failure was the fact that the attacking platoons were ‘' Worcestershire ’ only inname. The 
rank and file had been compulsorily brought from other regiments, did not know their officers, and knew 
nothing of the Regimental spirit. Subsequent months of work and training incorporated them into the 
Battalion, and subsequently many of them did very well. 

(€) Casualties 10th Worcestershire. July 30th-3Ist :—Killed one officer (2/Lieut. E. M. France) and 13 men. 
Wounded :—one officer (Capt. E. F. H. Evans) and 59 men. Missing, 10. For gallant conduct in that attack 
C.S.M. W. McNally was subsequently awarded the M.C. 

(f) Commanding IIIrd Corps. (g) 8am. 
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The 48th Division was now again taking over its former position on the spur above Ovillers. 
On August 13th the 144th Brigade marched forward and relieved a brigade of the 12th Division. 
The two Gloucestershire battalions took over the front line, and carried out some minor operations 
during the next two days, while the 1/7th Worcestershire, in Brigade Reserve, lay in bivouac just 
east of Bouzincourt. On the evening of August 16th the 143rd Brigade took over the front line 
and the 144th Brigade moved back into Divisional Reserve, in camp by the cross-roads between 
Bouzincourt and Senlis. There the 1/7th Worcestershire remained until August 19th, when orders 
came to move forward, and they marched eastward into the battle. Feeling their way in the 
darkness over the broken ground the companies eventually reached the front line and relieved the 
1/5th Gloucestershire. 

The position taken over by the Battalion was a long trench which ran along the crest of 
the Ovillers spur and was appropriately known as “ Skyline Trench.” On the right flank the 
Australians were fighting round Mouquet Farm. In front across a steep valley could be seen the 
ruins of Thiepval. In front of that village continual fighting was in progress in the trenches of the 
Leipzig Salient, where the 25th Division was in action. 


The 25th Division, it will be remembered (page 182) had relieved the 29th Division in the 
line immediately west of the River Ancre. The 3rd Worcestershire went into the trenches on July 
31st, relieving the 10th Cheshire, and held the line until August 6th: a fairly quiet time (@) in spite 
of heavy fighting across the river. Then the 25th Division was relieved by the 6th Division, and 
on August 6th the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved, by the Ist West Yorkshire. The Battalion 
marched back into billets at Bertrancourt and remained there till the 11th, resting and making 
friends (5) with the Guards Division, who were close by. Then the 25th Division moved right back fur 
training. The 7th Brigade marched first to Sarton, where on August 12th the Brigade was inspected 
by H.M. The King, and then on August 15th by Marieux southward to the training area at Puche- 
villers. 

On August 17th the training was completed, and the 7th Brigade moved eastward to the 
line, marching through Harponville to Hedauville. Early on the following day the 3rd Worcester- 
shire and the Ist Wiltshire moved forward once more (see page 169) into the ‘‘ Leipzig Salient ” 
in front of Thiepval. 

At Thiepval itself the position had altered but little since the beginning of July; but the 
48th Division, further to the right, had gained most of the Ovillers spur and it had been decided 
that the time had come to commence a systematic attack against the fortress. During the next 
forty-eight hours (August 19th-21st) no great move was made, though local fighting was continuous(c), 
but plans were being made, and early on August 2Ist orders were issued for a combined attack by the 
25th and 48th Divisions. 


On the Ovillers Spur, south of Thiepval the 1/7th Worcestershire had held “‘ Skyline Trench ” 
for twenty-four hours (August 19th/20th) (d). Then orders had come for the Battalion to “ side-slip ” 
to the left. The 143rd Brigade came up on the right ; the 1/7th Royal Warwickshire took over 
the ‘‘ Skyline ’’ position, and the 1/7th Worcestershire relieved the 1/6th Royal Warwickshire in the 
tangle of trenches and shell-holes further to the left. Thence the Battalion was to fight its way 
northward. 

The advance began on the night of August 20th/2Ist. ‘‘ A’’ Company on the left and “B” 
Company on the right were in the front line, and fought all night long in small parties among the 
shell-holes. At dawn of the 2Ist “ A’’ Company was relieved by ‘“‘D” Company. Before it was 
yet fully light “ D’’ Company attacked. They reached and cleared the enemy’s trenches in front ; 
but from the left a group of machine-guns swept them with flanking fire. Lieut. J. C. H. Hill realised 
that the captured ground was untenable and ordered his men to fall back. 

The ground across which the platoons had to retire was swept by fire at close range. Private 
S. Roper who formed part of the garrison of the British trench behind, realised the peril of his com- 
rades in front : he realised also that the Lewis-gun which he had been firing from a loophole could not 
effectively assist the retirement from that covered position. At great risk he hauled his weapon up 
onto the parapet. Lying there in the open he raked the enemy’s trench with burst after burst of fire, 
distracting their attention and beating down their musketry. Thanks to his courage, the majority 
of the attacking platoons regained our lines (e). Lieut. Hill himself was the last to re-enter the British 


(a) Casualties of the Battalion during this period totalled 33 :—8 killed, 25 wounded. 

(6) Among other acts of courtesy, the Irish Guards sent their drums to play at a guest-night held on August 8th to 
celebrate the promotion of Lt.-Col. W. B. Gibbs, who had been appointed to command, in succession to 
Colonel Davidge (see page 177). 

(c) Casualties 3/Worcestershire Regiment. 19th, 1 killed, 8 wounded. 20th, 1 killed, 1 wounded. 2Ist, 1 officer 
(2'Lt. J. Kilby) and 10 men wounded. 22nd, 2 killed, 1 officer (2/Lt. F. A. M. Hedges) and 7 men wounded. 

(2) Casualties 1/7th Worcestershire August 2Uth :—18 killed, one officer (2/Lt. J. H. L. Godfrey) and 25 other ranks 

wounded, (e) Pte. Roper was awarded the D.C.M. 
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Aug. 1916. OPERATIONS BEFORE THIEPVAL. 


trenches : he rallied and reorganised his men : then he set an example of courage by going out alone 
into “ No Man’s Land” and dragging in a wounded man, in spite of a sharp fire from the enemy's 
snipers (a). As evening came on ““D” Company was replaced by ‘““C”’ Company. Further to 
the left the 1/4th Gloucestershire were fighting hard. 


So far, the operations had been confined mainly to the 48th Division. On the evening of 


August 21st the front was extended, and the attack was taken up by the 25th Division. At 6 p.m. 
the left battalion of the 48th Division, the 1/4th Gloucestershire, and the right battalion of the 25th 
Division, the Ist Wiltshire, attacked simultaneously and gained ground. Further to the left, the 
3rd Worcestershire helped the attack of the Ist Wiltshire by covering fire. 


Darkness came on, but the struggle did not cease and the bombing parties fought stubbornly 


throughout the night. Dawn of August 22nd showed but little change in the situation. All day 
long the fighting continued. Several attacks were made and a little ground gained ; but by that time 
the 144th Brigade was fairly exhausted, and orders were issued for their relief. The 145th Brigade 
came up. At 9 a.m. the battalions of the 144th Brigade filed out of their positions on the Ovillers 
Spur and made their way back to their former camp at the cross-roads west of Bouzincourt. The 
1/7th Worcestershire were relieved by the 1/4th Oxford & Bucks L.I. Further to the left the ground 
gained by the 1/4th Gloucestershire was now taken over by the 3rd Worcestershire, who moved 
for that purpose from the left to the right of the Ist Wiltshire (0). 


THE LEIPZIG SALIENT (c) (Second Phase). 
The day of August 23rd and the morning of August 24th passed without notable incident (d). 


The sun blazed down while final arrangements were completed for the attack on the enemy's 
Position in front: a strongly fortified line known as the ‘‘ Lemberg Trench.” At 4.10 p.m. the 
British artillery suddenly opened a devastating barrage fire, and the Worcestershire and Wiltshire 
climbed out of their trenches and advanced. Covered by the barrage, the two battalions closed up 
to the enemy’s line ; then, as the guns lifted their fire, they dashed in with bomb and bayonet. The 
enemy made a stout resistance and there was much desperate fighting. At one point a German 
pasting detachment tried to get their gun up on to the parapet, to enfilade the trench. Lance- 


Corporal 


. Shenton, the leader of a Lewis-gun section, quickly hoisted his Lewis-gun on to a traverse. 


It was a matter of seconds between them, but the British weapon just got into action first. The 
German machine-gunners were shot down and their machine-gun was captured (é). 


A fierce bombing fight followed up and down the trench. From both flanks the enemy 


bombers came pressing inwards to retake their lost ground; but the Worcestershire bombers held them 
back. Small bombing parties headed by 2/Lieut. W. S. Knowles and 2/Lieut. G. P. O'Donovan (f) 
fought desperately on the flanks of the captured trench until the enemy’s effort died away and the 
gain was secure (g). 


Then, under a storm of heavy shells, all ranks set to work to entrench and consolidate the 


captured trenches. The enemy were too disorganised to attempt any immediate counter-attack 
and during the night the entrenchment was satisfactorily completed. Major G. S. Briscoe showed 
great courage in leading carrying parties forward across the open and in directing the work under 
heavy fire until he was hit (h). 


In spite of the fierce bombardment, much gallant work was done by the signallers of the 


Battalion. Sergt. F. D. Jowett maintained communication between the captured trench and the 
previous line for over five hours. He was wounded, but stubbornly refused to leave his work until 
he was again hit and disabled (7). 


During August 25th the enemy’s guns bombarded the captured position. The bombardment 


was most trying to men exhausted by twelve hours of battle ; but the troops stood it gamely, cheered 
on by the example of their young officers (7). Any target afforded in the enemy’s trench was at once 
dealt with bybursts of fire. A counter-attack was expected,and arrangements to meet it were perfected. 


(a) 


Lieut. Hill was awarded the D.S.O. The D.S.O. was also subsequently awarded to Major F. M. Tomkinson for 
able leadership in these operations. Casualties 1/7th Worcestershire August 21st—23rd :—10 killed, 2 officers 
and 84 other ranks wounded. 

The former position of the 3rd Worcestershire was taken over by the 10th Cheshire under Colonel A. C. Johnston. 

These operations formed part of the ‘‘ Battle of Pozitres Ridge.” 

Casualties 3rd Worcestershire. August 23rd—l1 officer (2/Lt. J. C. Talbot) wounded, 7 killed, 49 wounded. 

L/Cpl. Shenton was awarded the D.C.M. (f) 2/Lieuts. Knowles and O'Donovan were awarded the M.C. 

The Battalion captured 2 machine-guns and 80 prisoners. (4) Major Briscoe was awarded the D.S.O. 

Sergt. Jowett was awarded the D.C.M. 

2/Lieuts. H. King and S. P. J.McDonald were conspicuous by their bravery, exposing themselves freely and keeping 
up the spirits of their men during the worst of the bombardment. Both were awarded the M.C.  2/Lieut. 
J. B. Barron, although wounded before the attack started, refused to leave the line and continued to direct 
the consolidation until the position was secured. He was awarded a bar to his M.C. 
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At 5.30 p.m. the enemy’s guns broke forth with a terrific fire, and the glint of crowded bayonets 
in the trenches opposite told of the impending assault. But the British artillery was ready ; and a 
barrage even fiercer than their own was loosed upon the German trenches. Peering from our front 
line amid the crashing shells, the soldiers of the 3rd Worcestershire waited for the German attack ; 
but no attack came. It was impossible for anything human to live in the open, and the enemy’s 
trench beyond was being pounded to pieces. Gradually the shelling died down, and at dusk (a) 
a daring patrol crept forward from the trenches of the Worcestershire and made their way from 
shell-hole to shell-hole, across to the opposing line. They found the German trench smashed and 
broken, filled along its whole length with killed and wounded. But amid their stricken comrades 
a remnant of the enemy were still holding on, still waiting with fixed bayonets for the order to attack. 
They were the 5th Grenadier Regiment of the Prussian Guard. 


No further counter-attack was attempted, the fighting died down,and on the evening of August 
26th the two victorious battalions were relieved. Three days of battle had cost the 3rd Worcestershire 
a total loss of 234, including nine officers (6). 

The Battalion was relieved by the 8th Border Regiment, and marched back to billets in 
Hedauville ; whence on August 28th a move was made to Bouzincourt. 


While the 3rd Battalion was shattering the Prussian Guard at Thiepval, the 2nd Battalion 
of the Regiment was again in action, on the eastern flank of the great battle-front. On August 7th 
the battalions of the 100th Brigade moved forward from their rest camp south of Albert (see page 183), 
and the 2nd Worcestershire relieved the 6th Seaforth (c) in trenches on the south-east edge of High 
Wood, facing eastward. On their left the Glasgow Highlanders held trenches which ran through 
the shattered stumps of High Wood itself. 

The position was unsatisfactory: constant fighting had hitherto prevented any effective 
consolidation and the trenches were shallow and dangerous. During the following day there were 
many casualties one officer (¢) being wounded while directing work on new defences. For the 
Battalion, dissatisfied with the position, was working hard to construct a new line in advance of 
that previously held. The new trench was complete by August 9th and was thereafter known as 
“Worcester Trench” (see plan). 

On the evening of August 10th the Battalion was relieved by the 16th K.R.R.C. and moved 
back into Brigade Reserve in Mametz Wood. Three days later the 100th Brigade went back into 
Divisional Reserve, and the 2nd Worcestershire marched back to bivouac near Becordel (e). For a 
week they lay there resting and training. Then the 100th Brigade were ordered to take over a 
new section of the line and on the evening of August 19th the Worcestershire relieved a Rifle 
battalion of the 14th Division in trenches on the edge of Delville Wood. 


Ever since July 14th Delville Wood had been the scene of heavy and continuous fighting, 
and by the middle of August, the Wood was a forest of splintered tree stumps, littered with the 
bodies of the dead. From the position of the Battalion (see plan) patrols were sent into the 
wood to gain touch with the 14th Division. But in that grim labyrinth the patrols failed to 
find the position of the flanking battalion holding ‘‘ Devils Trench.” 

In front, the enemy were maintaining a stubborn defence, and were constantly improving their 
Positions. Just then they were working busily on a new forward trench (see plan) connecting their 
strongholds in Delville Wood with ‘‘ Tea Trench” further to the north. That work could not be 
allowed to proceed unmolested, and in August 20th orders were issued for an attack that night. 

It was intended that the attack should be made by the 2nd Worcestershire and the Glasgow 
Highlanders: but mistakes and delays occurred, and unfortunately the Worcestershire companies 
did not reach the assembly positions in time for the attack. The Highlanders attacked alone, 
very gallantly but without success and with heavy loss. The affair caused considerable feeling. 
On the evening of August 22nd the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved and were drawn back into 
the reserve trenches (f). 


(a) Actually at 7.30 p.m. 

(b) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire :—(August 24th—26th) : Killed, 2/Lieut. W. L. Perks. Wounded—Major G. S. 
Briscoe, Captain K. L. Spiers, Captain J. B. Barron, Lieut. E. L. Lazarus, 2/Lieut. W. S. Knowles, 2/Lieut. 
J.C. Tull, 2/Lieut. J. Kilby, 2/Lieut. F. J. H. Hedges. Rank and file :—24th—Killed 24. Wounded 123. 
Missing 1]. 25th—killed 9. Wounded 37. Missing 1. 26th—Killed 4. Wounded 13. Missing 3. Total ‘— 
Killed 37, Wounded 173, Missing 15. 

(c) Of the 5lst (Highland) Division. (d) 2/Lieut. F. C. Worster. 

(e) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire. August 6th-13th—3 killed, 2 officers and 37 men wounded, 3 missing. 

(f) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire. August 20th-23rd—2/I-t. W.G. Pandfield and 17 men killed, 35 wounded. 
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Aug. 1916. DELVILLE WOOD. 


That rest was preparatory to a big attack. It had been decided to make a great effort to 


clear Delville Wood ; and the Wood could not be secured unless the flanking trenches were also 
taken. The 100th Brigade would attack from “ Orchard Trench” and take both the new German 
forward position and also ‘‘ Tea Trench.” The attack was to be made by the 2nd Worcestershire 
on the right, the 16th K.R.R.C. and the Ist Queens on the centre and left of the Brigade’s front. 


Throughout August 23rd the 2nd Worcestershire rested in the reserve trenches: then before 


dawn next day the Battalion (@) moved up into the front-line trenches from which the assault was 
to be delivered. 


THE BATTLE OF DELVILLE WOOD. 


The morning of August 24th passed calmly, with some intermittent shelling, but with no 


notable incident to disturb the troops ; who dozed as best they could, packed close in the narrow 
trenches. Slowly the hot day wore on towards a beautiful summer’s evening. 


Shortly before 4 p.m. the casual shell-fire of the British artillery increased to a definite 


bombardment, which became more intense as it went on. Delville Wood became a volcano with 
black and yellow smoke spouting up among the stripped stems of the trees. At 5-45 p.m. the guns 
further to the right lifted their fire, and the troops of the 14th Division in Delville Wood advanced 
tothe attack. The German guns opened in reply and a storm of shells pounded the British trenches. 
For yet another hour the officers and men of the 2nd Worcestershire crouched under cover ; their 
time was not yet come. At last (6.45 p.m.) the moment fixed for the assault arrived. The company 
officers blew their whistles and scrambled up “ over the top.’’ Like a pack of hounds their men 
streamed out after them, shook out into line and advanced up the slope into the smoke and flame 
in front. 


The Worcestershire platoons poured forward unchecked over the first German line—the enemy’s 


new trench—capturing or killing such as survived of its defenders. Close to the curtain of bursting 
shells (b) the troops plunged on over heavy ground, officers and men holding themselves in hand for 
the assault on “ Tea Trench,” the main enemy position. But that trench had been so shattered 
by the bombardment that its site was not recognised. The platoons passed right over the trench 
unawares, and sent back a message (c) when the barrage checked that the shells were holding them 
up short of their objective. Presently the mistake was realised and the consolidation of the captured 
Position was begun. 


The right company of the Battalion had reached the road junction north of Delville Wood. 


They were on the down slope of the ridge and they could see in front of them the villages of Flers 
and Gueudecourt with open country beyond. The thrill of victory ran through all—it seemed 
so easy to break right through. 


As darkness fell the enemy counter-attacked in Delville Wood. Presently it became clear 


that the troops of the 14th Division in the Wood on the right were being driven back. The situation 
was reported (@), and an urgent message came that on no account was the Battalion to fall back 
and that a strong defensive flank was to be formed along the Flers—Longueval road. Captain 
W. Ferguson, the commander of the right flank company, organised his position as a sharp salient 
with its point at the road junction, and sent detachments into the Wood to assist the 14th Division (e); 
but no touch with the latter could be gained. 


All night, amid continuous shell-fire, the Worcestershire companies worked hard to strengthen 


the position gained. Before dawn the Ist Middlesex came up to take over the line, and company 
by company the 2nd Worcestershire withdrew (f). In the reserve trenches the companies found 
food and rested till 5 p.m. Then, their places taken by fresh troops, the companies proceeded 
independently to Fricourt. There the Battalion assembled and, with drums beating, marched 


During August 23rd-25th the 2nd Worcestershire were commanded by Major J. F, Leman, Lieut.-Colonel Pardoe 
being back in the transport lines. Captains E. Lattey and E. S. Aplin rejoined the Battalion as it moved 
up for the attack. Both were much distinguished in the battle. 

At least one company passed through our barrage, and had to move in front of it. 

Received by Brigade at 7.42 p.m. (d) Received by Brigade at 9.31 p.m. 

Captain Ferguson was wounded, but remained in command. He was awarded the M.C. Private H. C. Spencer 
of the Battalion, attached to the Brigade Trench Mortar Battery, was awarded the D.C.M. for bravery during 
this battle. During the bombardment he heard the striker of one of his bombs accidently fly off. He instantly 
seized the bomb and threw it out of the emplacement just before it burst. 

The last platoon left the front line about 7 a.m. 
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2npb back triumphantly to bivouac west of Becourt (a). All ranks were in high spirits. They had “ done 
their job ” thoroughly, and had wiped out any possible slur from the previous episode. The Glasgow 
Highlanders were the first to congratulate them after the fight. 
The Battalion lay in bivouac till August 29th resting, cleaning up, and receiving congratulatory 
messages. Then the 33rd Division moved back out of the line and the 2nd Worcestershire marched 
westwards to billets in Ribemont. 


The successes of the last days of August encouraged British Headquarters to plan a fresh 
general attack for the beginning of September. The Fourth Army were to enlarge the salient which 
their position then formed. The troops of the Reserve Army were to press onwards towards Thiepval. 
After some changes in date, the attack was finally fixed for the 3rd of September. 

3rp For that attack the 3rd Worcestershire and the Ist Wiltshire were detached from the 7th 
Brigade and were placed under the orders of the 75th Brigade. In the afternoon of September 
2nd the 3rd Worcestershire marched forward from Bouzincourt to dugouts by Blackhorse Bridge 
near Authuille. Once again the Battalion was to fight on its old battleground, the well-known 
trenches of the Leipzig Salient. 


THE LEIPZIG SALIENT (5) (Third Phase). 


In the successful attack on August 24th the left flank of the Wiltshire had been held up by a 
group of strong points in the enemy’s original front line which had defied capture (Points “ 46,” “58,” 
“76.”) That position now formed a sharp minor salient in the enemy’s line. The 3rd Worcestershire 
were to attack against the western side of that small salient from the original British front line 
further down the slope. Further to the right the lst Wiltshire would attack from the captured 
trenches on the eastern slope of the Thiepval Spur. On the left of the Worcestershire, the 2nd South 
Lancashire would carry the front of attack further to the north. f 

During the night of September 2nd/8rd the attacking battalions filed forward into the front 
line and prepared for attack. The first glimmer of dawn appeared over the ridge in front as the last 
preparations were made. The light was slowly spreading when, at 5.10 a.m. the British guns broke 
out into fire, shells rained down on the Thiepval Ridge and the British battalions advanced to the 
attack. 

The two leading companies (c) cf the Battalion advanced across ‘“‘ No Man’s Land”’ behind 
the barrage, plunged into the German trenches and overwhelmed the crouching defenders. Then 
they attempted to entrench the ground gained ; but the trenches had been practically demolished. 
The enemy, realising the situation (d), opened an intense bombardment against their lost front line. 
Officers and men went down fast. Both the Company Commanders were killed, then the Commanding 
Officer, Colonel Gibbs. The young Adjutant, Lieutenant S. J. Somers-Cox, took command and 
reorganised the defence. His fearlessness inspired the survivors (e), and all did their best to con- 
solidate the shattered trenches. But there was very little protection left, more men were struck 
down every minute, and it became clear that under that fire it was impossible to hold the captured 
ground. Orders were given to retire and the survivors of the two companies fell back to the original 
front line. 

A similar fate had meanwhile befallen the 2nd South Lancashire on the left and the Wiltshire 
on the right. Both those battalions had likewise lost their Commanding Officers. By 10 a.m. 
all the survivors of the attacking troops were back in their original positions: the attack had failed. 

During the remainder of the day the 3rd Worcestershire remained in front line, while the 
Wiltshire and South Lancashire were relieved. Then the Battalion was relieved and marched back 
to bivouac near Bouzincourt. The casualties of the two attacking companies had been severe— 
a hundred in all, including Colonel Gibbs and six other officers (f). 


(a) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire, 24th August :—8 officers (Lt. F. W. Couran-Smith and 2/Lt. T. N. Wilmot died 
of wounds. Wounded—Capt. W. Ferguson, Capt. E. Lattey, 2/Lt. L. R. Tilling, Lieut. H. G. L. Ward, Lieut. 
R. F. Dunnett, 2/Lt. B. G. T. Hawkes) and 141 N.C.O’s. and men. 
Total casualties 2nd Worcestershire, 6th-26th August—1] officers, 46 N.C.O’s., 302 privates. 

(6) This operation was the concluding phase of the ‘' Battle of Poziéres Ridge ’" (see page 184). 

(c) ‘A’ and ‘“ B’’ Companies. 

(2) From the top of the Thiepval Ridge there is excellent observation over the positions on the western slope. 

(e) Lieut. Somers-Cox was awarded the M.C. 

(f) Killed Lt.-Col. W. B. Gibbs. Wounded Capt. J. Mould, Capt. H. King, 2/Lt. H. C. Bernard and 2/Lt. R. S. Jones, 
and two attached officers of the Gloucesters—Lieut. F. W. Terrell, 2/Lt. A. C. G. Alford. Rank and file 
11 killed, 72 wounded and 11 missing. 
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tag —Sept. 1916, THE SOMME, 1916. 


The loss of Colonel Gibbs was a great blow to the Battalion. Able, kindly and cheery in 
all drcumstances, he had shown a power of leadership which had inspired all under his command. 
He was succeeded by Major P. R. Whalley (a). 


The battle along the Thiepval Ridge on September 3rd had been witnessed by the two 
Territorial Battalions, from the trenches facing Beaumont Hamel some three miles further north. 

After the 1/7th Worcestershire had been relieved from the Ovillérs Spur on August 23rd 
(see page 187) they had rested for three days in Bouzincourt (August 24th-27th). 

Meanwhile the 1/8th Worcestershire had rejoined the 144th Brigade. After their disastrous 
episode with the gas-shells (see page 181) the 1/8th Battalion, as we have already told, had been 
sent right back to recuperate. That process did not proceed quickly enough in the open bivouacs 
at Houdencourt, so on August 10th the whole Battalion was moved down to the seaside, into camp 
near Cayeux. Slowly the men recovered ; but the effects had not fully worn off by August 21st 
when the Battalion was ordered back to the line. The Battalion moved by train from St. Valery 
to Acheux, marched to bivouac west of Bouzincourt and there rejoined the 144th Brigade. A 
large number of the men were still incapable of much exertion, and during the next three days the 
Battalion was employed only on working parties (August 22nd-25th) around Crucifix Corner and 
Authuille Wood. When the 144th Brigade was relieved it was decided to reorganise the Battalion. 
After a medical examination, nearly 400 of all ranks (6), were pronounced unfit for duty. They 
were sent back and were replaced by new drafts. 

On August 26th and 27th the battalions of the 144th Brigade marched (ce) from Bouzincourt 
to Forceville. The Brigade had been ordered to take over part of the line facing Beaumont Hamel 
from the 6th Division. The two Worcestershire Territorial battalions went into the trenches (a) 
side by side, facing Beaumont Hamel. In that position the two Battalions remained until September 
ith, shelled at intervals and suffering some few casualties (e). On September 3rd, as we have 
noted, the two Battalions passed a time of great excitement watching the battle to the southward. 
On the Thiepval Ridge the disastrous attack of the 7th Brigade was vaguely seen, while, nearer to 
them, the 39th Division attacked on the north bank of the River Ancre. The battalions of the 
144th Brigade co-operated with that attack by fire and by letting off smoke, and drew a considerable 
fetaliation against their own lines. 

During the morning of August 5th the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire were relieved (f) and 
were carried back by motor busses to huts at Bus. 

Orders had now been issued for the bulk of the 48th Division to move back into reserve and 
on the 13th the 144th Brigade moved westward (g) to Amplier. Thence the 1/8th Battalion moved 
on, the same evening to billets at Authuille (A). 

The two Territorial Battalions remained in reserve, resting and training during the next 
four weeks. During that period the command of the 1/8th Battalion changed hands. On September 
12th Lieut.-Colonel W. K. Peake was invalided home. Major L. Kerwood succeeded temporarily ; 
but on September 25th he was transferred however to command the 13th Cheshire. Major S. H. 
Clark took his place until, on October 12th, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. Carr, D.S.O., assumed command. 
Major S. H. Clark went back to duty on the Divisional Staff, and Captain H. T. Clarke became 2nd- 
in-command of the Battalion. 


After the attack on September 3rd, no Battalion of the Regiment was engaged for some time 
in the fighting in the Somme battle area. One after another, the Divisions of which the Battalions 
of the Regiment formed part had been brought into the battlefield, tried to the limit of their 
endurance, and then withdrawn to rest : so it came about that no Battalion of the Regiment took 
part in the great attack on September 15th which, with the aid of the new “‘ tanks,” cleared the main 
nidge (#) and took Flers and Courcelette. Not until October was any Worcestershire battalion 
again engaged on the Somme ; and we may mark that interval by seeing how, in the meantime, 
the Battalions of the Regiment had been faring in the other parts of the British front. 


*_ * © &© & © & & & & & 


(6) Major Whalley came to the Battalion from the 144th Brigade, to which he had been Brigade Major after giving 


up the Adjutancy of the 1/8th Worcestershire. 

(6) One officer (2/Lieut. C. K. Turner) and 382 other ranks. (¢) 1/8th Battalion on 26th. 1/7th Battalion on 27th. 
(4) 1/8th Worcestershire relieved 2nd York and Lancaster on August 27th. 

1/7th Worcestershire relieved Ist Buffs on August 28th in trenches on the right of the 1/8th Worcestershire. 
{e) 18th Battalion August 27th-September 5th, 5 killed, 19 wounded. 
\f) By the two Territorial battalions of the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire L.I. 
{e) Battalions moved across country, a tactical exercise. 
(h) Those men of the 1/8th Worcestershire who were still unfit were sent away from that place to the base. 
{t) Including the “‘ Switch Line "’ which the 2nd and 10th Battalions knew so well. 
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FLANDERS 1916. July 1916. 


The two ‘ Second-Line’ Territorial Battalions had remained, throughout the summer of 1916, 
in the area around Laventie and Neuve Chapelle. At the end of June activity was increased all 
along the front line, and in the first days of July the 61st Division made preparations for a 
succession of raids, in harmony with the great attack further south. 

On the night of July 4th/5th the first of those enterprises was carried out by the 2/7th 
Worcestershire ; simultaneously with a second raid made, further to the right, by the 2/4th Glouces- 
tershire. : 

““D” Company of the 2/7th Worcestershire were selected to carry out the raid. They were 
to attack a point in the enemy’s line in front of Fauquissart and due north of Trivelet farm. The 
Company, commanded by Captain E. R. Hopewell, formed up in the front trenches after dark and 
waited for some hours, while the British artillery pounded the German line. At the appointed 
moment, five minutes before 11 p.m., the company filed out from the trench into the open, and 
then advanced across the rank vegetation which covered ‘‘ No Man’s Land.” Thanks to the 
bombardment the enemy did not observe their approach—a most fortunate circumstance since, 
although the enemy’s wire was found well cut by the shells, an unexpected obstacle was encountered. 
Close in front of the enemy’s parapet stretched a deep and muddy ditch, through which the attackers 
had to help each other. 

As the raiders struggled out of the ditch the enemy, now alarmed, hurled bombs at them. 
In the face of that fire Captain Hopewell led his men straight at the enemy's parapet. The stormers 
rushed the parapet and hunted the enemy down the trenches to right and left. A sharp fight followed 
in the darkness. Captain Hopewell remained on top of the parapet, directing and encouraging 
his men until wounded by a bomb. Then Captain G. S. Tomkinson took command. For twenty 
minutes the bombing fight raged on both flanks. 2/Lieut. A. E. L. Binder and Sergeant Rudd both 
led parties with great bravery. Bombs began to run out and Captain Tomkinson was wounded. 
He still remained in command and continued the fight until the signal for withdrawal was sent up 
from the Battalion lines. The wounded were collected and carried back, a rearguard was organised 
under 2/Lieut. Binder, and the raiding party withdrew, under heavy shell-fire. When the raiders 
reassembled inside our own trenches it was found that only two of the party had been killed (a). 
Altogether a most satisfactory little affair. 


After that little success the 2/7th Worcestershire remained in the line, with some slight 
casualties (b), until July 10th; then the Battalion was relieved by the 2/8th Worcestershire and 
marched back to rest billets in Laventie. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire then held the line for six days, suffering some loss from the enemy’s 
shells (c) July 16th, when the Battalion moved back to billets in Estaires. 


The raid on July 4th had been intended only as a preliminary to a larger operation. The 
great attacks on the Somme front were drawing to that area all the enemy’s resources in men and 
munitions. To prevent such reinforcement from the Flanders front, it was decided that the British 
troops in the Neuve Chapelle area should make an attack. This attack was to be delivered by the 
6lst Division and the 5th Australian Division. 

Neither of the two Worcestershire battalions was among the units selected for the first phase 
of the attack: but the preparations for the action entailed much hard work on all ranks. The 
enemy were on the alert, and carrying parties of the 2/8th Worcestershire came under very heavy 
fire while taking up trench-mortar ammunition to the front line on July 18th, the day before the 
battle. But they earned special praise for the manner in which they stuck to their job (d). 


Next evening (e) the attack was delivered. The two Worcestershire battalions stood to 
arms in their billets behind the line and listened to the thunder of the battle in front: but not 
until after dark did orders come for the 2/7th Worcestershire to move up to the front line and relieve 
the troops who had made the attack. The Battalion marched forward and took over the trenches 
from the remnants of the 2/4th and 2/6th Gloucestershire. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire likewise moved forward from Estaires and took up a reserve position 
near Laventie. Hardly had they settled into position when urgent orders came to send up working 
parties to assist the 2/7th Worcestershire in clearing the battlefield. 


(a) Other casualties—Wounded, of the raiding party—Four officers (Capt. E. R. Hopewell, Capt. G. S. Tomkinson, 
2/Lieut. A. E. L. Binder, 2/Lieut. J. G. Thompson) and 29 other ranks. 11 others of the Battalion were 
wounded by enemy shells. Captain Hopewell was awarded the M.C. * 

(6) 1 killed, 17 wounded. During that period Lt.-Colonel Checketts was invalided home, and Lt.-Colonel L. L, Bilton 
from the Royal Scots took over command of the 2/8th Worcestershire. 

(c) 1 officer (2/Lt. Ball on 10th) and 2 men killed, 12 wounded. 

(d) 2nd Lt. N. V. H. Symons was specially mentioned for this work. (e) 6 p.m. July 19th, 
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July Ang. 1916, RESCUING THE WOUNDED. 


The attack had been a disastrous failure. The two brave Gloucestershire battalions had 
sullered ter ly the trenches were shattered and the ground in front was littered with dead and 
wounded. 

Throughout the night, parties from both the Worcestershire battalions laboured incessantly 
in the darkness under a sharp fire. Day dawned before all the wounded could be brought in, and 
in the growing light the enemy’s sniping fire became more deadly ; but the work of mercy was 
continued. Four young subalterns of the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire vied with each other 
in rescuing wounded men. 2/Lieut. L. Johnston went twice over the parapet, and was mortally 
wounded. 2/Lieut. N. V. H. Symons, although sniped continually, likewise brought in a wounded man. 
2)Lieut. H. J. Paddison, a lad of no more than 18 years, crawled out alone two-thirds of the way 
across “ No Man’s Land’ to a severely wounded man, and then dragged him foot by foot back to 
safety. 2/Lieut. S. C. Booker led out a small rescue party to within thirty yards of the enemy’s 
parapet and brought back a wounded officer (a). 


The work of repairing the trenches and burying the dead kept officers and men busy 
during the next few days. The 2/8th Worcestershire moved forward into the line on July 24th and 
took over trenches on the right of the 2/7th Battalion. ‘The two Battalions held the line together 
until July 26th, when the 2/7th Worcestershire were relieved(5), and moved back into reserve trenches. 

On the night of July 29th/30th the 2/8th Battalion raided the opposing line. Two parties, 
led respectively by Lieut. E. S. Mitchell and 2/Lieut.S. J. Leete crept forward to the enemy’s line and 
entered it at practically the same pvuint as that attacked by the 2/7th Battalion on the 4th July. The 
trench was found deserted and dismantled. The enemy had withdrawn to their second line. No 
opposition was encountered and the two parties returned in safety. 

After dark on July 3lst the 2/7th Worcestershire relieved the sister Battalion in the line, 
and the two Battalions held the same line (c) alternately until August 9th (@). On August 8th a small 
enterprise against the hostile line was made by “‘ A’’ Company under Captain J. O. Walford; the 
enemy were found to be holding and strengthening their trench, and the reconnoitring parties were 
heavily fired on befure they withdrew. 


From the 9th to the 18th of August the battalions of the 183rd Brigade lay in reserve (e) ; 
then the Brigade took over the Neuve Chapelle defences and the two Battalions marched forward. 
The 2/7th Worcestershire took over trenches immediately to the right of ‘‘ Port Arthur,” while 
the 2,8th Worcestershire moved into reserve billets at Croix Barbée. The two Battalions changed 
over on August 22nd (f). On August 26th the Brigade was relieved and took over trenches in the 
“Moated Grange’ sector on the northern side of Neuve Chapelle. The 2/7th Worcestershire 
took over the line and the 28th Worcestershire marched back to billets at Riel Bailleul. On 
September Ist the two Battalions changed over. On September 3rd a readjustment of the line took 
place and the 2/8th Worcestershire shifted position to the left, taking over the old battleground 
of the 24th Brigade in March 1915. In those trenches the 2/8th Worcestershire celebrated on 
September 5th the second anniversary of the formation of the Battalion. 

On the following night (September 6th/7th) an attempt was made by three fighting patrols, 
ao led by a subaltern (A), to enter the opposing trenches ; in spite of gallant efforts, the attempts 
failed (4). 

Next morning (September 7th) the two Battalions again changed over. For four days the 
2/Tth Battalion held the line (7). Then the 183rd Brigade moved back into Divisional Reserve, 
the 2/7th Worcestershire marching to La Gorgue and the 2/8th to Le Grand Pacaut. 

After a short rest the Brigade moved forward on the 16th. The 2/7th Worcestershire took 
over the line from the main Estaires-La Bassée road northwards, their right flank resting on ‘‘ Port 
Arthur,” while behind them the 2/8th Worcestershire occupied billets at La Fosse. Thenceforward 
till the end of October the two Battalions relieved each other in this line of trenches. The Battalion 
out of the line occupied billets first at La Fosse and then (k) at Croix Barbée, 


(a) 2/Lieuts. Booker, Johnston, Paddison and Symons all received the M.C.  2/Lieut. Johnston died of his wounds. 
(b) By the 2/4th Gloucestershire. Casualties 2/7th Battalion, 20th/26th July—Captain C. L. Butcher and one private 
killed, 12 wounded. 
{c) Casualties 2/8th Battalion 24th/3Ist July—2 killed, 1 officer (Lieut. D. J. Longden on the 26th) and 18 wounded. 
(4) 2;7th Battalion, August Ist-5th. Casualties 5 wounded. The Battalion out of the line was in billets in Laventie. 
2/8th Battalion, August 5th-9th. Casualties 4 killed, 8 wounded. 
(e) 2/7th Battalion at Le Grand Pacaut. 2/8th Battalion at La Gorgue. 
(f) 2/7th Battalion, August 18th-22nd. Casualties 6 wounded. 
2/8th Battalion, August 22nd. Casualties 2 killed, 1 officer (2/Lt. N. V. H. Symons) and 15 men wounded. 
(g) 2/7th Battalion, August 26th-3Ist. Casualties 2 killed, 14 wounded 
(h) 2/Lieuts. S. A. Godsall, $. J. Leete and S. Robinson. (i) Casualties—2/Lt. Leete and one man wounded. 
(j) Casualties Ist-]1th September—2/7th Battalion 1 wounded, 2/8th Battalion 2 wounded (exclusive of casualties 
in raid on night 6th/7th). (k) After October 10th. 
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FLANDERS 1916. Oct. 1916, 


On October 10th an attempt was made by the 2/7th Worcestershire to carry out a raid on the 
enemy’s trenches immediately facing “ Port Arthur.” ‘‘ B’’ Company of the Battalion was selected 
for the enterprise. The company, under Lieut. H. Goodwin, was organised in four partics, which 
crept forward along the eastern side of the main road. Unfortunately at the critical moment the 
clouds lifted and a brilliant moonlight betrayed the raiders to the enemy. A heavy fire was opened. 

The storming parties did their utmost to penetrate the enemy’s wire and assault the trench; 
but a heavy fire from machine-guns hitherto unlocated made success impossible. After several 
gallant attempts to advance, Lieut. Goodwin gave the order to fall back. Firing continued for some 
time, while efforts were made by the Worcestershire lads to bring in their wounded. 2/Lieuts. 
H. J. Paddison and S. C. Booker led out parties to search the ground. Both those young subalterns 
showed the greatest bravery. 2/Lieut. Booker was shot and killed, but 2/Lieut. Paddison insisted 
on continuing the search until all who could be found alive had been recovered. When at last all 
the survivors had been collected behind the parapet, it was found that the losses had been severe— 
5 officers and 30 men (a‘. ‘ 

When the roll was called Sergeant G. H. Cartwright was told that one of his platoon was 
believed to be lying severely wounded far out in front near the enemy’s wire. Accompanied by 
Lance-Corporal D. J. Gathergood the sergeant went out into the darkness. A long search failed. 
Next night the two searchers tried again, and yet once again on the following night. Not until 
the fourth night of search did they succeed. The wounded man was found still living and was 
brought back into safety (b). 

The failure had mostly been due to the enemy’s machine-guns. In hope of destroying those 
machine-guns, the British artillery and trench-mortars systematically bombarded the point attacked 
during the next four days. Then a second attempt was planned. On October 14th the 2/8th Bat- 
talion relieved the 2/7th Battalion and took up the task of raiding those same German trenches. 
In another six days the bombardment was deemed to have achieved its object, and the renewed 
attempt was planned for October 20th. 

Careful preparations were made and shortly after 8 p.m. the attacking force, “‘ B’’ Company 
of the 2/8th Worcestershire, filed out into ‘‘ No Man’s Land”’ and lay down in the darkness to await 
the moment of assault. At 8.30 p.m. the British guns and trench-mortars suddenly opened a violent 
fire. Ten minutes later they lifted their fire and the attackers rushed forward. The right flank 
of the attack was hung up by unbroken wire, but the left flank found their gap, dashed through it 
and charged the trenches. The hostile machine-guns seemed either to have been knocked out or 
withdrawn, but the trenches were strongly held and the enemy met the attack with fire and baycnet. 
After a sharp struggle on the parapet it soon became apparent that the British party was greatly 
outnumbered, and after several had been killed or wounded the order was given to retire. The 
raiders fell back across the open in good order and in spite of heavy shell-fire regained their trenches (¢). 


The long tour of the 6Ist Division in the Neuve Chapelle area was now coming to an end. 
London battalions of the 56th Division took over the line at the end of October, and the South 
Midlanders moved back for rest and training. On October 27th the 2/7th Worcestershire were 
relieved in their billets at Croix Barbée by the Ist London Rifle Brigade. That same battalion moved 
forward on the following day and took over the “‘ Port Arthur” trenches from the 2/8th Worcester- 
shire. After their relief, the two Worcestershire battalions marched westwards, the 2/7th Battalion 
marching on October 27th through Locon, Hinges and Gonnehem to L’Ecleme, while the 2/8th 
Battalion, after resting a night at Croix Barbéc, followed them on October 29th to Busnettes. After 
three days in those billets the 61st Division moved southwards, and the two Territorial Battalions 
marched by easy stages (d) to a training area near Wavans, west of Doullens. There they settled 
down to training in preparation for taking their place in the fighting line on the Somme. 


(a) 2/Lieuts. S. C. Booker and T. A. L. Warriner killed, and 10 men (5 killed, 5 missing believed killed), 2/Lieuts. 
H. C. Stone, G. S. Guise and R. W. Sellars wounded and 21 men. The trenches from which that raid was 
made were practically on the site now occupied by the Indian War Memorial. 

(6) Sgt. Cartwright and L/Cpl. Gathergood both received the D.C.M. 

(c) Casualties, 3 killed, 1] wounded. 

(d) November Ist—2/7th Battalion from L’Ecleme, by Busnettes and Burbure to Cauchy. 2/8th Battalion from 

Busnettes through Burbure to Floringhem. 

November 2nd—Both Battalions through Pernes, Valhuon and La Thieuloye. Thence 2/7th to Marquay 
and 2/8th to Macnicourt. 

November 3rd—2/7th Battalion to Villers Brulin, 2/8th Battalion to Bethonsart. 

November 5th—Both Battalions. by Tincques and Averdoingt. Thence 2/7th Battalion to Monts-en-Ternois, 
2’8th Battalion to Neuville-au-Cornet. 

November 6th—Both Battalions, by Frevent and Vacquerie-le-Boue. Thence 2/7th Battalion to Noeux and 
2/8th Battalion to Rougefay. 


194 


July 1916. THE SUMMER IN ARTOIS. 


The 14th (Pioneer) Battalion of the Regiment had been attached, it will be remembered, 
to the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division. Since arriving in France the Battalion had remained behind 
the line in the Vimy area. The first few weeks were spent just south of the great ridge of Notre 
Dame de Lorette (a). Then the position was changed and the Battalion Headquarters moved 
north of the ridge, to Fosse 10. There or thereabouts the Pioneer Battalion remained until September, 
with its several companies busily working on defences and other technical work. Shifts of position 
were frequent (6), but nothing of especial importance occurred. The working parties were continually 
under fire but fortunately the losses of the Battalion were not heavy (c). 

In the middle of September the 63rd Division was relieved in the line (d), and moved back into 
Teserve to rest and train. The 14th Worcestershire marched west by stages (e) to La Thieuloye. 
Thence, after a week’s rest the pioneers marched south on September 24th to Ternas. There 
training was carried out until the beginning of October. 


The Ist Worcestershire, as we have already noted, had been withdrawn from the Somme front, 
after the fighting at Contalmaison, to rest and refit. The Battalion detrained at Bethune about mid- 
night of July 14th/15th and the companies marched to billets in the little village of Fouquereuil, gladly 
Tejoining their old comrades of the 8th Division (f). There the Battalion remained, resting and 
cleaning up, till July 23rd (g) ; and then moved forward to Beuvry. The Battalion was still very 
weak in numbers after the losses at Contalmaison, but the skeleton platoons were filled up again 
on July 24th by the arrival of 350 men. Those men, alas, were not from the County but from other 
tegiments (4), for the pernicious methods of drafting instituted at the base were afflicting the Regular 
Battalions as much as the more newly formed units. More fortunate, however, than the 10th 
Battalion, the Ist Worcestershire had time to assimilate those unwilling reinforcements before 
again being engaged in heavy fighting. 

On July 3uth the Battalion moved forward to the line and took over (s) trenches at Cuinchy. 
The 8th Division (7) had taken over (R) the line immediately south of the La Bassee Canal—the line 
in which the 2nd Worcestershire had held their place during the earlier part of the year. Now the 
Ist Battalion came into the area which the 2nd Battalion had quitted, and for the next two months 
and more the Ist Worcestershire were engaged in different parts of the line, between the canal on 
the left and the Hohenzollern Redoubt on the right. When out of the trenches the Battalion was 
billetted in Bethune or in the neighbouring villages of Fouquereuil and Labourse. On August 7th, 
while the Battalion was billetted in Bethune, the town was heavily shelled and the troops suffered 
several casualties(/). Shortly afterwards, while in the front-line trenches north of the Hohenzollern, an 
enemy raid on August 12th against the battalion to the left (m) brought on a heavy bombardment (n). 
After that, not much of note occurred (0). Sniping, bombing, and steady work, in weather which 
became increasingly wet and stormy, continued with little interruption until well into October. 
Then, on October 11th came news that the 8th Division was to move back to the main battle front. 
That evening the 2nd Green Howards of the 2Ist Division relieved the Ist Worcestershire.’ After a 
short rest and clean-up at Labourse, the Battalion marched after dark on October 14th to Fouquereuil 
and entrained. At 3 a.m. the train moved out of the station, carrying the Battalion once more 
to the battlefields of the Somme. 


The 4th Worcestershire, after quitting the Somme area, had moved by train to Poperinghe. 
The Battalion detrained at that town towards dusk on July 27th and marched to good billets in 
two convents near the Cathedral. For two days the Battalion remained in Poperinghe: then on 
the night of July 29th/30th the 4th Worcestershire moved forward by train to Ypres, and were 
quartered in the ruined city, two companies being accommodated in the ramparts. 


(a) Battalion Headquarters June 24th-July 17th were at Bois de la Haie. 

(b) Battalion Headquarters July 17th-i9th—Bois de Bouvigny. July 19th-September 3rd—Fosse 10. September 
3rd-16th—Sains-en-Gohelle. September 16th-17th—Bois de la Haie. 

() Total casualties 14th Battalion from July Ist to September 17th—4 killed, 8 wounded. 

(¢) By the 37th Division. (e) September 17th to Hermin. September 18th to La Thieuloye. 

(f) See pages 175 and 132. 

(g) On July 20th the 24th Brigade was inspected by General Monro Commanding First Army. 

(4) Gloucestershire, Royal Berkshire and Oxford and Bucks. L.I. Sce pages 47 and 182. 

() From the 2nd Middlesex. A vivid description of the unpleasantness of those trenches will be found in “ The 

Eighth Division in War,” pp. 80—82. 

(j) 6th/7th July. (k) l4th/15th July. (1) Ast Wore. : 1 killed, 3 wounded. (m) 2nd W. Yorks. 

(n) Casualties, Ist Worce.—3 killed, 2 officers (2/Lieut. C. E. Fisher and 2/Lieut. H. D. Baker) and 16 men wounded. 

(0) Except for those mentioned above the total casualties of the Ist Worcestershire from July 30th to October 14th 
were 1 officer (2/Lieut. C. W. A. Muller on October 5th) and 19 men killed, 53 wounded. 
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YPRES IN 1916. July—Sept. 1916. 


After dark on the following night (July 30th) the Battalion moved forward to the line. 
Through the Menin Gate and up the Menin Road the companies tramped, past ‘‘ Hell Fire Corner ”’ 
to “ Birr Cross Roads.” There the platoons were led to the left, and filed (a) into the trenches on the 
slope of Bellewaerde Ridge between the Menin Road and the Roulers Railway, the trenches captured 
in June 1915. There, on the very ground on which the 3rd Battalion had then suffered so severely, 
the 4th Battalion carried on an active trench warfare for ten days, sniping, bombing (6) and 
labouring, encouraged and inspired by the ever-active Divisional Commander, General de Lisle. 
On August 9th the 4th Worcestershire were relieved (c) and, after ten days in Brigade Reserve at 
Ypres, were carried back by train to camp in Divisional Reserve by Vlamertinghe. 

On August 3lst the Battalion moved into Ypres and on September 8th again marched up the 
Menin Road through a very damp and misty night to the Bellewaerde trenches (d). For some days 
a normal activity was maintained, while arrangements were made for a raid on the opposing 
German line. 

The raid was carried out on the night of September 15th. After a preliminary bombardment, 
the raiding party, 3 officers and 30 men under Lieut. H. E. Wyatt, crept out from the left of 
the Battalion’s trenches and made for a small salient in the enemy’s line just south of the Roulers 
Railway. In the confusion caused by darkness and heavy shell-fire the party disintegrated. On 
the left Lieut. Wyatt and five men entered the German trench. A fierce little fight ensued in the 
course of which the subaltern was shot in the stomach. The opposing enemy were driven into 
their dugouts, which were effectively bombed, and the little party then withdrew across the railway. 
They returned through the trenches on the left held by the 2nd Hampshire and were heavily fired 
upon; but eventually they reached safety bringing back with them one prisoner (e) and the 
wounded subaltern, 

Further to the right the remainder of the raiding party had been held up by unbroken wire 
and, after a sharp bombing fight, had to fall back. By 1.30 a.m. all were safely back in the trenches 
and the night passed without further incident, though for some time the enemy kept up a heavy 
bombardment (f). 

Two days passed quietly, and then on September 18th came the German retaliation. About 
8 a.m. on a morning of heavy driving rain, an intense bombardment was opened. For some three 
hours heavy shells struck everywhere, smashing and levelling the defences. Dispositions were’ 
made to meet an attack, but no attack developed. ‘‘ The men were very much disappointed because 
the Germans did not attack,” records the Battalion Diary, ‘a glorious chance for killing Germans 
if they had.” The shell-fire evidently had failed to affect the spirit of the troops. After midday 
the shelling died down and all ranks set to work in heavy rain to repair the damage ; which was 
very considerable (g). By nightfall most of it had been repaired. The Battalion was relieved (h) 
and marched back down the Menin Road, through Ypres to camp at Vlamertinghe. 

Once more, on September 28th, the Battalion went forward into the Salient, and took over the 
same line of trenches. For a day or two the weather was fine and the work uneventful, that tour 
being chiefly memorable for the awe-inspiring spectacle, on October Ist, of two German observation- 
balloons being brought down in flames by a British aeroplane. Then the weather broke (§), and 
persistent heavy rain made everything difficult. The enemy’s artillery woke to renewed life and 
from both sides of the Salient shells plunged into the flanks of the Battalion’s position; but no 
serious casualties had resulted when on the evening of October 5th the Battalion was relieved. 
A battalion (j) of the 55th Division took over the trenches, and the 4th Worcestershire moved back 
through Ypres. There they learnt that their stay in the Salient was ended and that the 29th 
Division was returning to the battlegrounds of Picardy. A quiet day in camp (7th) was occupied 
in cleaning up, and then, on the afternoon of October 8th, the 4th Worcestershire entrained at 
Houpoutre for the Somme. 


(a) Relieving a battalion of the York and Lancaster. 

(d) On August 8th the premature explosion of a bomb wounded Captain I. T. Pritchard and Lieut. G. T. Bennett. 
2/Lt. S. S. Harris had been wounded on August 2nd. 

c) By the Newfoundland Regiment. 

d) Relieving the Newfoundland Regiment. 

(e) The only eventual survivor out of 4 captured. 

(/) Four of the raiders were wounded, including Lieut. Wyatt, who was awarded the M.C. Privates C. Edkins and 
W. H. Dean were awarded the M.M. 

(g) Casualties 4th Worcestershire during that bombardment :—10 killed, 11 wounded, one missing. 

(4) By the 2nd Royal Fusiliers. 

(i) On October ats the enemy exploded a small mine ; but it was 100 yards short of the parapet and there were no 
casualties. 

(j) Sth King's. 
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The 10th Worcestershire, as we have seen, moved out of the Somme area at the beginning of 
August to the quieter sectors further north. The Battalion detrained at Bailleul on the afternoon 
of August 7th and marched to camp at Dranoutre. The 19th Division was to take over the line 
facing the Messines Ridge. The 10th Worcestershire were at first in Brigade reserve ; then on 
August 10th the Battalion moved forward to the trenches, and relieved the 10th Royal Warwickshire 
in position just south of the Spanbroek Mill. There, close to the former battle-ground of the 3rd 
Battalion, the 10th Worcestershire (a) laboured and fought during the ensuing three weeks (6). 
The trenches of the Battalion formed a shallow salient. They could be enfiladed from all sides 
and were not bullet proof; but in spite of continual shelling and sniping the losses during that 
period (¢) were fortunately not heavy (d). 

On August 31st the Battalion was relieved and moved back. Three days in reserve (e) 
followed and then the Brigade marched southwards. The position of the 19th Division was being 
shifted to the right, and on the afternoon of September 4th the 10th Worcestershire marched south 
from Aircraft Farm to Red Lodge. On the way a long range shell plunged into the marching 
Battalion and burst, killing or wounding over twenty men (f). 

The Battalion rested for one day in camp at Red Lodge, and then moved forward to the 
front trenches just south of the River Douve. At that part of the line the opposing trenches were 
separated by a wide stretch of boggy ground and the patrols of both sides worked along the banks 
of the river. The 10th Worcestershire and the 10th Royal Warwickshire held those trenches 
alternately till September 19th, 


In the middle of September the Somme battle-front witnessed another great attack, and in 
order to assist that operation a series of demonstrations were planned in Flanders so as to prevent 
the enemy moving their reserves to the threatened puint. Orders were given for raids to be carried 
out on the night of September 15th/16th by several battalions of the 19th Division, including the 
10th Worcestershire. The raid was carefully planned and volunteers were called for. 2/Lieuts. 
W. Bigwood and C. C. U. Newcombe were selected, with 38 N.C.O’s. and men. 

Soon after dark on September 15th 2/Lieut. Bigwood and a small covering party climbed 
out of the trench, carrying a ‘‘ Bangalore torpedo ’’—a length of metal piping closed at both ends 
and filled with explosive—with which to blast a way through the enemy’s wire entanglements. 
The “‘ torpedo” was hauled cautiously across ‘‘ No Man’s Land” and was worked into position 
beneath the German wire. The party then retreated to our own trench: but the subaltern was 
not satisfied with the arrangements. He went forward again, accompanied only by his own batman, 
inspected the “‘ torpedo’ and altered its position. 

At 9.30 p.m. the raiding party climbed out of the trench, crept forward in the darkness, 
lay down about a hundred yards from the position of the “‘ torpedo,”’ and waited. 

One minute before 10 p.m. the British artillery suddenly opened a heavy fire. 2/Lieut. 
Bigwood fired the “ torpedo,’”’ which blasted a wide gap through the German wire. The raiding 
party advanced, crawling at first. Then, as the guns lifted their fire, the attackers sprang to their 
feet and dashed forward through the gap made by the explosion. On the far side of the gap they 
were checked by an unexpected obstacle—a wide ditch filled with loose wire. The enemy opened 
fire at point blank range ; but with a quick rush the raiders leapt the ditch, scrambled up the parapet 
and closed with bomb and bayonet. 

A fierce little fight followed. The trench was cleared for some distance to right and left and 
some twenty of the enemy were killed or captured. Just as he decided to order retirement 2/Lieut. 
Bigwood was wounded and his ankle broken; but he refused to leave the trench until he had 
collected his men. The raiders reassembled, withdrew across ‘‘ No Man’s Land” and regained 
their own trench line. Eventually four were found to be missing, probably killed. Both the 
subalterns (g) had been wounded as well as five of their men. 


On September 19th the 10th Worcestershire were relieved by the 2nd Queens. The 7th 
Division was taking over the front line and the 19th Division was moving back for training. The 
10th Worcestershire (4) marched back to Outtersteene on September 20th, and thence on the following 
day to Petit Sec Bois (#) east of Hazebrouck. In that area the Battalion spent the ensuing fortnight, 
training and absorbing drafts (f). 


(2) Alternating with the 10th Royal Warwickshire. (6) Till August 31st. 

(c) Detail of trenches and billets—10th-14th—Trenches. 15th—-18th—Brigade Reserve at Aircraft Farm, 19th-22nd 
—Trenches, 23rd-27th—Divisional Reserve at Dranoutre. 27th-31st—Trenches. 

(42) 2 killed, 9 wounded. (e) At Aircraft Farm. (f) 8 killed, 13 wounded. 

() 2/Lieut. Bigwood was awarded the M.C. (hk) After one night encamped on the west edge of Ploegsteert Wood 

(}) Between Hazebrouck and Vieux Berquin. GY) A draft of 200 joined on September 21st. 
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On September 27th the 57th Brigade was inspected by the Army Commander, General Sir 
Henry Horne, who presented medal ribbons to a group of recipients, including two V.C’s., Colonel 
Carton de Wiart of the 8th Gloucestershire and Private T. G. Turrall of the 10th Worcestershire. 

The training period ended on October 5th. On the following morning the 10th Worcestershire 
marched from their billets to Bailleul Station, and there entrained for the Somme front. 


During the early autumn the 2nd Worcestershire had passed a fairly peaceful time. After 
moving back from the great battlefield, the Battalion had marched eastward six miles on September 
lst from Molliens to Talnas and thence on the following day twelve miles by Naours, Havernas, 
Canaples and Bernaville to billets at Ribeaucourt. There the Battalion rested for two days. Then 
the 33rd Division moved north, and the 2nd Worcestershire marched on September 4th by St. 
Acheul across the valley of the River Authie to billets at Noeux. Thence again northwards on the 
following day to Croisette and then eastwards, by Maisnil and Ternas to Gouy-en-Ternois. After 
one day’s rest there, the 33rd Division moved south and on September 8th the 2nd Worcestershire 
were carried in motor busses from Monts-en-Ternois, through Frevent back to Doullens, and thence 
eastward by L’Esperance to billets at Halloy. The ‘‘ rest period”’ of the 33rd Division was ended, 
and on September 10th the Battalion marched eastward from Halloy to Humbercamp towards the 
sound of the guns. 

Next evening the 2nd Worcestershire marched forward from Humbercamp to ruined 
Fonquevillers. The Battalion took over reserve trenches in that village from the 9th H.L.I. and 
remained there for over a week, finding big working parties (a). 

On September 20th the Battalion moved up to the front trenches and relieved the Ist Queens. 
Then for a week the 2nd Worcestershire held the line and were intermittently shelled and bombed (6). 
Recent rain had put the trenches into bad condition and all available men were fully employed on 
their repair. 

On the evening of September 27th the Battalion was relieved, and marched back to billets in 
Souastre. Thence next day the Battalion marched northward through Gaudiempre to Sombrin, and 
on the following day eastward in pouring rain to Sus-St-Leger. A short march on September 30th 
brought the Battalion to good billets in Le Souich. At that village the Battalion lay for the ensuing 
three weeks, resting and training, together with the other battalions of the 100th Brigade. 


While the Battalions of the Regiment had been engaged in training or in minor operations 
in Flanders, the long struggle on the Somme battlefront had reached its climax in September. 
On the 15th of that month a great attack had taken at last the ‘‘ Switch Line’ above Bazentin, 
had cleared High Wood and Delville Wood and had carried the British front forward to the villages 
of Martinpuich and Courcelette. Ten days later a strong concentration of fire had enabled the troops 
of the IInd Corps (c) to capture Mouquet Farm and thence to storm the intricate defences of Thiepval. 
The new “ tanks” did great service in those operations, and the reports of their success did much 
to raise the morale of the British troops. 

It will be remembered that the first conception of the offensive on the Somme had been to 
defeat the enemy by piercing their defensive front. At first that effort had failed: the German 
defences had proved too strong to be broken at a blow. But the steady hammering from July 
to September had effected the desired result. From Combles to Thiepval the enemy’s prepared 
defences had been taken or destroyed. The road to the open country beyond Bapaume was barred 
only by weak lines of defence hastily prepared. If those last defences could be crushed, it was 
possible that the great mass of artillery and stores behind them might fall into our hands. Decisive 
victory still seemed possible, and orders were given to press on. 


(a) Casualties September 12th-19th, 2 wounded, one each on the 15th and 16th. During this period the following 
2/Lieuts. joined :—12th—R. B. W. Vinter, J. Pownall. 13th—F. L. Parker. 14th—J. O. Couldridge, A. 
FitzHugh, L. T. Flux, H. P. Phillips, P. E. Vidler, R. W. A. Watts, R. Harrison. 

(b) Casualties September 20th—-26th, 1 officer (2/Lieut. A. W. Cale) and two men wounded. On the final night of the 
tour (26th/27th) 2/Lieut. A. W. E. Christie of the Battalion patrolling in ‘‘ No Man’s Land "’ between the 
lines fell down a disused well-shaft in the darkness and was killed. 

(c) Commanded by Lieut.-General Claud Jacob. 
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At the end of September the 3rd Worcestershire came back into the line (a) near Thiepval ; 
and they were able to realise how much the situation had improved. On September 30th the 
Battalion marched forward from Hedauville, crossed the River Ancre at Aveluy and then moved 
forward past “‘ Crucifix Corner’ to reserve positions in the old German front-line trenches between 
Ovillers and Thiepval. Above them the rising ground of the Thiepval spur was in our hands, the 
Leipzig Salient had at last been conquered, and the companies lay in security among the broken 
trenches, finding many working parties but otherwise undisturbed save for random shell-fire. 

Fighting continued incessantly on the high ground beyond Mouquet Farm. There the 
enemy were holding stubbornly a series of strong redoubts and trenches on the heights above the 
River Ancre. In a fortnight of continual attacks the Canadian Corps had captured Courcelette 
and part of ‘‘ Regina Trench’’ on the very crest line. The Canadians were now to be relieved 
by the 25th Division. 


THE ANCRE HEIGHTS. 


After dark on October 2nd the 3rd Worcestershire moved forward from the valley below 
Thiepval. Guides led the companies up the slope along battered communication trenches and 
across a wilderness of shell-holes to the front line. The Battalion relieved the 8th Loyals in broken 
captured trenches near the crest line. 

That crest line was a target for every German gun in the country around. Heavy gun-fire 
started with the dawn and lasted all day. The trenches were so ruined and the situation was so 
involved in that broken ground that casualties could not be avoided ; and casualties came in rapid 
succession. No great attack was made by either side ; but just to the left of the 3rd Worcestershire 
a strong fortification known as “ Stuff Redoubt’ was the scene of constant fighting. Half the 
redoubt had been captured and was held by the 10th Cheshire, then commanded by an officer of 
the Worcestershire, Lieut.-Colonel A. C. Johnston. The other half was held stubbornly by the 
enemy, and there was much close fighting. 

For ten days the 3rd Worcestershire held their trenches on the Ancre heights, drenched 
with rain and continuously bombarded. The shelling rose to intensity on October 7th, when the 
Fourth Army to the eastward made a great attack, and again on October 10th when a brilliant 
local attack by Colonel Johnston’s battalion secured the whole of the ‘‘ Stuff Redoubt (b).” On 
October 12th the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved and moved back into support trenches down 
the slope. In those ten days the Battalion had lost over a hundred casualties (c). 

For three more days the Battalion remained in support trenches (@) : then the 7th Brigade 
was relieved and the 3rd Worcestershire marched back across the Ancre to bivouac near Bouzincourt. 

One night’s rest was all that was granted ; on October 16th the 3rd Worcestershire moved 
forward again to the dugouts at Crucifix Corner. A big attack all along the line was in preparation 
and the Wiltshire and Worcestershire of the 7th Brigade were called upon to find working and 
carrying parties. So for four days the platoons of the two battalions toiled up and down the slopes 
of the Ancre Heights in rain and knee-deep mud (e). 

Thanks partly to their labour, the attack, when launched on October 21st, was successful. 
“ Stuff Trench’ and ‘‘ Regina Trench’ were completely captured, and the crest of the Ancre Heights 
was secured along nearly its whole length. Then the dugouts at Crucifix Corner were taken over 
by fresh troops (f), and the 3rd Worcestershire marched cheerily westward out of the battle, first 
to Bouzincourt and thence on the 23rd by Varennes to Herissart (g). Behind them the position which 
they had held on the Ancre heights was taken up by the 19th Division. 


The 19th Division, including the 10th Worcestershire, after completing their training in 
Flanders had come south again to the Somme. On October 6th the Battalion had detrained 
at Doullens and had marched to billets in Amplier. Thence on the following day they 
marched to bivouac in the Bois du Warnimont and lay there for the ensuing week, training for the 
forthcoming operations. On October 17th the Battalion, with the rest of the 57th Brigade, marched 
southward across country to Warloy and remained there till October 21st. That afternoon the 
Brigade marched forward, and after passing the night of October 2]st/22nd in bivouac near Albert, 
advanced next morning by successive battalions up the main Albert-Bapaume road to their old 
battleground of July, the outskirts of ruined La Boisselle. There the Brigade halted for dinners ; 


(a) After the fight in the Leipzig Salient on September 3rd, the 3rd Worcestershire had spent five days in reserve at 
Acheux and Arqueves. Then the 25th Division moved right back to rest and train near Abbeville. The 
Battalion lay at Maison Rollands till September 24th, and then marched by stages back to the line. 

(8) Lieut. Colonel Johnston was subsequently awarded the D.S.O. 

(c) 2/Lieut. T. W. Luby and 25 men killed, 74 wounded, 5 missing. 

(4) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, October 13th-15th—-1 killed, 13 wounded, one missing. 

{e) Casualties 83rd Worcestershire, October 16th—-20th—1 killed, 5 wounded. (ft) 6th Wiltshire, 19th Division. 

(g) On October 24th, the Battalion marched on to Longuevillette, lay there for a week, and then entrained on October 
29th at Doullens for Flanders. 
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then the advance was continued northward across broken ground to a rendezvous on the northern 
slope of the Ovillers Spur. Thence after dusk guides led the companies up through a welter of mud 
and shell-holes over the crest of the Ancre Heights to the newly captured line on the further slope. 
A heavy bombardment was in progress as the platoons struggled up through the mud, and it took 
some time to find the front line (a) ; but eventually the relief was completed and the 10th Worcester- 
shire settled down to consolidate the new position, 

The captured trench was situated on the exposed slope of the Ancre Heights, and was heavily 
bombarded throughout the next day. No actual counter-attack was attempted, but from shell-fire 
alone the Battalion suffered severely (6). During the following night all ranks dug hard, and, 
although the enemy’s shelling continued incessantly, the casualties on the second day were not so 
severe (c). 

Then followed three weeks of misery, in bitter weather and under constant bombardment. 
Save for one short rest (¢) the 10th Worcestershire were either in the front line or in the support 
trenches (e) throughout that time. Incessant rain defeated the intentions of the British com- 
manders. It was not possible to attack again across ground which was little better than a morass, 
and the fighting slowly died down. The troops suffered terribly, but they held their ground, sniping 
constantly and patrolling each night. 

Preparations were made for a fresh attack up the valley of the Ancre so soon as weather 
conditions might permit. It became known that the 57th Brigade would take part in that attack. 
Some rest beforehand was essential, and on the evening of November 11th the 10th Worcestershire 
were relieved. The companies filed away down the slopes to Crucifix Corner, and thence across 
the Ancre to billets in Aveluy. 


THE TRANSLOY RIDGES. 


During September the British Fourth Army had gained the crest of the big ridge which 
runs from the Albert-Bapaume Road on the left past High Wood to Morval on the right. In October 
the troops of the Fourth Army were fighting their way forward down the slopes towards the enemy's 
last prepared defences around Le Transloy and Bapaume. On the right flank Gueudecourt had been 
stormed on September 26th. Beyond Gueudecourt a low ridge lies between that village and Le 
Transloy ; and that ridge was the principal objective of the fighting in the ensuing three weeks. 
Further to the west, on the left flank of the Fourth Army, a conspicuous mound, the Butte de 
Warlencourt, was the most noticeable tactical feature in front of the British line. 

The last days of September were marked by heavy rain, which became even heavier and 
More continuous during the first days of October. The countless shell-holes became slimy pools ; 
the churned soil of the Somme ridges melted into knee-decp mud, which made movement more and 
more difficult. 

Up into that most depressing of battlefields came the 4th Battalion of the Regiment ; later 
the Ist Battalion, then the 1/7th and 1/8th Battalions and finally the 2nd Battalion also came into 
the struggle for the Transloy Ridges. 


The 4th Worcestershire, after moving down from Flanders, detrained at Longueau Station 
near Amiens at dawn on October 8th. The troops ate breakfast and then marched through soaking 
rain to Corbie, where the 88th Brigade found excellent billets (f). 

A quiet day followed in Brigade reserve : then on October 10th the Battalion marched forward 
to the sound of the guns and after a toilsome journey reached camp near Pommiers Redoubt before 
dark. All around them the British batteries kept up a continuous fire throughout the night. 

Next morning (October 11th) the Battalion moved on and advanced into the reserve trenches 
on the crest of the main ridge north of Delville Wood—the old German Switch-Line (see page 185). 
From that reserve position on the following afternoon (October 12th) the Battalion watched a great 
attack delivered along the whole front of the Fourth Army. From Morval on their right round 
to Le Sars on their left, the whole front line was obscured by the smoke and fnmes of bursting 
shells ; and all along the line the laden infantry struggled forward through the mud. But at night- 
fall there was little good to report. Ground had been gained in places but no definite success had 
been achieved (g). 


(a) Of the 75th Brigade, which had made the successful attack on the day before. 

(6) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, October 23rd—12 killed, 34 wounded or shell-shock, one missing. 

(c) 1 killed, 1 officer (2 ut. T. T. Binns) and 5 men wounded. (d) November 3rd-4th in huts at Ovillers. 

(e) Battalion in front line October 23rd—25th, October 30th-November 2nd, November 8th-1 Ith. 

(f) “ Two Kegiments of French Infantry marched through Corbie in the afternoon. Everyone noticed what a smart 
and well built lot they looked, also clean. Our men very soon made friends with the French soldiers.” 
(Battalion Diary), The Battalion was then temporarily commanded by Major J. P. S. Maitland. 

(g) That night the Battalion found several parties to take up ammunition to the front line, and while supervising that 
duty 2/Lieut. L. A. Gray was killed by a shell and 12 of his men were wounded. 
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The Battalion remained in position until the following evening (October 13th); then in 
misty weather and amid continuous gun-fire, the 4th Worcestershire ploughed forward through 
the mud and relieved the Ist Essex on the ground over which they had fought on the previous day. 

One company of the Battalion (@) was in the firing line on the outskirts of Gueudecourt (see 
map). Close behind them another company held the Sunken Road running west from the village. 
The other two companies were in reserve in ‘Goat Trench.” Battalion Headquarters was in 
“ Pilgrim’s Way.” 


Dawn of October 14th brought a heavy bombardment, which continued throughout that: 
day, while all ranks worked hard to improve the position. That night an officer’s patrol discovered 
a group of abandoned German gunpits close in front of the line. The patrol was fired upon and had 
to withdraw before definite information about them could be ascertained. 

Another day of heavy shelling followed, during which the Brigade on the right made an 
unsuccessful local attack. Orders were received that the Battalion was to take part in a renewed 
attack to break the German line. 

The Brigadier (General Cayley) came up to the Battalion and discussed the forthcoming 
attack. When darkness on October 15th fell a storming party crept forward from our trenches, 
tushed the gunpits, drove out a few enemy snipers who had been holding them, and hastily 
prepared the captured positions for defence. In one of the gunpits a deep dugout was discovered, 
and in it were found four helpless wounded men, three British and one German. They had lain 
there since the previous attack, five days before. 

Meanwhile arrangements were being made for the impending battle. To permit a preliminary 
Test, the two front companies of the Worcestershire were relieved by platoons of the Essex and were 
withdrawn to join the other two companies in “‘ Gird Trench” and “ Goat Trench.” 

October 17th was bitterly cold. Vinal details for the attack were settled ; then all took 
as much rest as was possible amid the continuous gun-fire. At 8 p.m. heavy rain came down and 
through the rain the Worcestershire companies moved forward to the front line. : 

In the attack on October 12th, part of a German trench known as “ Hilt Trench’ had been 
captured and linked up with our line. The remainder of ‘“‘ Hilt Trench” was still in the enemy’s 
hands, as also was “‘ Bayonet Trench” which continued the enemy’s line to the west. Behind 
“Hilt Trench,” ‘‘ Grease Trench” constituted the next enemy line in front of the 88th Brigade. 

The task allotted to the Brigade was two-fold. On the left flank one company of the 4th 
Worcestershire was to secure the yet uncaptured portion of ‘‘ Hilt Trench’ and to co-operate with 
the 35th Brigade which, further to the left, was to attack “‘ Bayonet Trench.” On the rest of the 
Brigade front the remainder of the 4th Worcestershire, together with the 2nd Hampshire, were to 
attack and capture ‘‘ Grease Trench.” On their right the 71st Brigade would continue the line 
of the attack by capturing ‘‘ Mild Trench.” 


At 3.40 a.m. on October 18th the British artillery opened a devastating fire. All along 
the line the British battalions, soaked to the skin but still eager, clambered out of their trenches 
and advanced through mud and rain against the enemy. 

On the front of the 4th Worcestershire, the attack on the uncaptured portion of ‘“ Hilt Trench ” 
was made by “‘ X ’ Company, three platoons attacking from the gunpits and one platoon from the 
end of the portion of the trench already captured. That attack, though gallantly made, failed 
at first before unbroken wire, but Captain D’A. G. St. C. Roberts at once reorganised his company 
and again attacked, Eventually ‘“‘ X"’ Company were successful, and the enemy were driven out 
of the remainder of “ Hilt Trench.” The attack of the 35th Brigade against ‘‘ Bayonet Trench” 
had failed: but “‘ X’ Company established a block at their end of “‘ Bayonet Trench” and held 
It stubbornly against all counter-attacks (6). 

Meanwhile the other three companies of the 4th Worcestershire, with the 2nd Hampshire 
on their right, had pushed forward, following the creeping barrage from “ Hilt Trench” to ‘‘ Grease 
Trench.” “As the barrage lifted off the trench the attacking platoons charged in and made short 
work of the defenders. Then parties previously detailed (c) advanced, headed by Captain T. F. V. 
Matthews to the sunken road behind the trench. As had been expected, the sunken road was 
found to be full of enemy dugouts, which were swiftly bombed into surrender and demolished : 


(a) With six Lewis-guns. 

(8) Capt. D’A. Roberts was awarded the M.C. 

(c) One of those parties was led by Sergt. (Acting C.S.M.) C. Hackett, who pushed on with great courage and captured 
several prisoners. He was awarded the D.C.M. and subsequently was selected for a commission. 
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after which Captain Matthews (a) and his men returned with their prisoners, to ‘‘ Grease Trench.” 
At the western end of ‘‘ Grease Trench’’ a German strongpoint at the Five Cross Roads resisted 
successfully, but with that exception the whole of the trench had been captured by the Worcestershire 
and Hampshire. More than two hundred prisoners had been taken. 

Further to the right the left flank of the 71st Brigade had been successful in securing a portion 
of ‘‘ Mild Trench ”’ and in linking up with the Hampshire. On the remainder of the front of that 
Brigade no success had been gained. 

The attack was over before it was really light. The Worcestershire platoons made such 
cover as was possible and held their gains throughout the day under a very heavy bombardment. 
Twice the enemy were seen forming up for a counter-attack, but each time they were stopped dead by 
rapid fire. The rain beat down steadily, and the condition of the trenches grew hourly worse and 
worse ; men sank to their hips in the mud, and only with great difficulty could they be lugged out. 
Night fell and it became possible to reckon losses: about 140 in"all, including 13 officers (8). 


The night of October 18th/19th was a most anxious one. The position of the Battalion, with 
its left flank in the air, was very dangerous. But no German counter-attack developed and the 
Position gained was safely held. 

Dawn of October 19th broke through driving rain. Expecting a counter-attack, the officers 
and men of the 4th Worcestershire crouched in their waterlogged defences, soaked, worn-out, but 
still full of fight (c). The enemy however were in equally bad plight and made no effort to regain 
their lost ground. 

During the day arrangements were made for the relief of the attacking troops. The 4th 
Worcestershire and 2nd Hampshire were to be relieved by the South Wales Borderers and Innis- 
Killings of the 87th Brigade, while on their right the positions of the front-line battalions of the 71st 
pea were to be taken over by the lst Worcestershire and Ist Sherwood Foresters of the 8th 

vision. 


The 8th Division, returning to the Somme front from the area around Bethune, had detrained 
at Longpré on October 14th, and the Ist Worcestershire had marched to billets at Citernes (d). 
Thence on October 16th the 24th Brigade had been carried in French motor busses to Ville-sous- 
Corbie, and had then marched onwards to camp at the sandpits near Meaulte. There the Brigade 
lay for two days, preparing for battle, and listening to the thunder of the bombardment during the 
attack on October 18th. Then came orders to move forward and relieve the attacking troops in the 
line. 

Early on the morning of October 19th the 24th Brigade advanced into the battle zone. Rain, 
as we have told, was falling heavily, the tracks everywhere were deep in mud, and through 
that mud the heavily laden troops found it difficult to make their way. About 1 p.m. a halt was 
made for dinner near Trones Wood. Then the advance was continued through the incessant rain, 
past Delville Wood, over the crest line of the main ridge, and down the slope to Gueudecourt. Dark- 
ness closed in, the enemy were shelling heavily, the rain and the deep mud made progress very 
difficult. Not until after midnight did the platoons finally struggle into the front line and relieve 
the 9th Norfolks in ‘‘ Rainbow’’ and “ Shine” trenches and in the captured portion of ‘ Mild 
Trench.” There the line of the Ist Worcestershire linked up with that of the 2nd Hampshire who, 
together with the 4th Worcestershire on their flank, were still awaiting relief by the 87th Brigade. 


Hours passed but the relief was not completed. Rain and the enemy’s shells had almost 
obliterated the main communication trench, ‘‘ Cocoa Alley,” and the South Wales Borderers and 
Inniskillings were finding the greatest difficulty in making their way down to the firing line. Not 
till 1.30 a.m. did their first platoons arrive ; then came a long delay. By that time the enemy were 
pounding “‘ Cocoa Alley ’’ with an intense fire of heavy shells, and the Borderers losses were serious. 
Not one of their companies was actually in its allotted position before daylight, and as the light 
spread the withdrawal of the 4th Worcestershire became an increasingly dangerous operation. The 
men had to be sent back in driblets, four or five at a time, making their way as best they could across 


(a) Captain Matthews was awarded the M.C. 

(b) 3 officers (2/Lieut. C. G. Durant, 2/Lieut. G. C. Scott and Capt. F. P. Daw) and 16 other ranks killed. 9 officers 
(Captains L. A. W. Knight, Lieut. H. L. Grogan, Lieut. A. Ramsden, 2/Lieuts. D. S. Milward, R. E. Wilson, 
D.N. Monks, J. L. Hull, H. F. C. Colman, H. F. C. Donnell) and 80 other ranks wounded. 1 officer (2/Lieut. 
J. Overbury) and 30 other ranks missing. 

(c) Corporal H. Masters had taken command of his platoon in the initial attack when his officer was hit. Although 
wounded himself, Corpl. Masters refused to leave his men and remained at his post showing great courage 
until the Battalion was relieved. He was awarded the D.C.M. 

(d) Near Hocquincourt. 
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the mud. At Battalion Headquarters in ‘‘ Pilgrims Way” they were collected intu larger bodies 
and given directions as to their way to a camp near Bernafay Wood, five miles back. At that 
tendezvous the Battalion was gradually collected, and the weary sodden men were cheered by hot 
teaandrum. Not till 1.30 a.m. in the following night (October 20th/2Ist) did the last party reach 
camp (a). 

October 21st was spent in cleaning up. The weather was bitterly cold and the men had 
but little shelter: but a certain amount of dry clothing was obtained and issued, and the troops 
faced the misery of the cold with that same splendid courage as they had shown under the 
enemy’s fire. 


Meanwhile the Ist Battalion were holding the front line, and had been suffering severely from 
cold and wet in the water-logged trenches. October 20th was a comparatively quiet day, but on the 
2lst—a day of bitter cold—the enemy’s artillery woke to renewed activity and heavily bombarded 
the British positions round Gueudecourt. The British artillery fiercely replied; a fresh attack 
had been planned for October 23rd and by way of preparation the guns indulged in a concentrated 
bombardment of ‘‘ Mild Trench.” Before that bombardment the front-line platoons in ‘‘ Shine 
Trench ’’ were temporarily withdrawn. The trench was reoccupied after the bombardment and 
in it were found the fresh bodies of several Germans—presumably patrols which had followed up 
the withdrawal and had been caught by the ensuing shell-fire. The shelling on that day cost the 
Battalion over fifty casualties (8). 

The next day (October 22nd) passed without notable incident. That evening the Battalion 
was relieved and moved back into reserve positions along Needle Trench. 

The morning of October 23rd was damp and very foggy. At 11.30 a.m. the British artillery 
opened a barrage fire. The attacking battalions advanced and after a fluctuating fight, captured 
and secured ‘‘ Mild Trench.” 

The Ist Worcestershire were in reserve throughout the day, but presently sent forward 
a company to support the East Lancashire. That company eventually found a position in Shine 
Trench. Though under continuous heavy shell-fire, their losses were not serious (c). 

During October 24th, another day of thick mist, the position remained unchanged, and not 
until the evening of the next day did the Ist Worcestershire move forward. Then the Battalion 
telieved the East Lancashire in “ Shine Trench ’’ and in the captured ‘‘ Mild Trench” and settled 
down to the work of consolidation. 

On the evening of October 27th the 4th Battalion again came into the line. After five days 
“test” on the reverse slope of the main ridge (d) the Battalion again moved up to the line after 
dark on the 27th, and took over from the South Wales Borderers the portion of ‘‘ Grease Trench” 
which they had captured on the 18th (e). 


Thus both the Ist and the 4th Battalions of the Regiment were in the line together, barely 
a thousand yards apart, during the next two days. It was a very trying time, with much hard labour 
in deep mud under heavy shell-fire. 


During the night of October 29th/30th the 4th Battalion was relieved by newly-arrived 
Australian troops, and returned to Bernafay Camp during the early hours of morning. By 8.30 a.m. 
the last platoon had arrived, and two hours later, in pouring rain, the Battalion set out for a camp 
further back, near Pommiers Redoubt. The distance was only two miles, but so bad was the going 
that the last platoon did not reach the new camp till 2.30 p.m. 

From Pommiers Camp the Battalion marched back on October 31st by Mametz, Fricourt 
and Meaulte to billets at Ville-sous-Corbie. There, together with the other battalions of the 88th 
Brigade, the 4th Worcestershire rested and trained during the ensuing fortnight (g). 


(a) During the relief the Battalion suffered some 60 casualties including 2/Lt. J. M. Aldana wounded. 

(0) ll killed. 2 officers (Capt. K. W. Wilkins and 2/Lt. M. C. C. James) and 38 other ranks wounded. 3 missing, 
believed killed. 
Casualties on 20th—1 killed, 6 wounded, 1 missing, believed killed. On the 22nd 2/Lt. H. G. Hill was 
wounded. (c) 8 wounded. 

(2) On the 22nd and 23rd the 4th Battalion were employed in working partics on the Longueval—Flers Road. 

(e) One company in Grease Trench. One company in Sunken Road. One company in Goat Trench. 

(f) Casualties Ist Battalion—25th, 1 killed, 2 wounded. 2vth, 2 killed, 9 wounded. 27th, 1 killed, 6 wounded. 28th, 
3 killed, 9 wounded. 29th, 1 killed, 6 wounded. 

() During that period, Major J. P. S. Maitland, one of the outstanding figures of the Battalion, was invalided home, 
thus closing his service in the field. In spite of his advanced years, Major Maitland had endured all privations 
with fine spirit, and his loss was greatly regretted by all ranks. 
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On the evening of October 30th the Ist Battalion were also withdrawn. The 17th Division 
relieved the 8th Division and the lst Worcestershire (a) struggled back through mud and drizzle 
to camp by Trones Wood. Thence about noon next day the Battalion marched onwards to camp 
at the Sandpits, where the units of the 24th Brigade gradually assembled. There the Brigade 
rested for three days. 


As the Ist and 4th Battalions moved back from the Transloy Ridges, the 2nd Battalion of 
the Regiment advanced into the battle area. After their long rest at Le Souich the 2nd Worcester- 
shire had moved south (6) on October 19th to billets in Corbie. Two days later (October 21st) the 
100th Brigade marched forward to Meaulte. The Battalion was nowin fine training and the marching 
was very good (c). From Meaulte the Brigade marched eastward next day to “ Mansell Camp” 
south of Mametz. On October 25th a move forward was made to “ Briqueterie Camp” near 
Montauban. There the Battalion lay for a week in the midst of the devastated area, finding big 
working parties in every direction. The weather, as we have already seen, was atrocious, and the 
thunder of the guns in front was incessant. At last, on the evening of October 30th, the Battalion 
moved up to the line. 

We have seen how little success had hitherto attended the efforts of the Fourth Army to 
fight its way forward through the heavy mud of the Transloy Ridges. Now the fresh 33rd Division 
had been brought up to relieve the weary 4th Division at Les Boeufs. 

After dark on October 30th the 2nd Worcestershire marched forward from their camp by 
Montauban and made their way, through rain and heavy mud past Pommier’s Redoubt, where the 
4th Battalion were bivouacked, past Trones Wood, where the straggling platoons of the Ist Battalion 
were even then assembling, past the ruins of Ginchy, forward to the tangle of trenches around Les 
Boeufs. There the 2nd Worcestershire took over a section of the front line from the 5th Scottish 
Rifles (d), and settled as best they could into the muddy ditches under pouring rain. Their position 
was called ‘‘ Frost” Trench, and on their right in “ Slush’’ Trench were the 9th H.L.I. Beyond 
that battalion was the point of junction with the left flank of the French Sixth Army, which in the 
preceding weeks had_gained a good deal of ground. 


Co-operation between the French and British Armies had not proved easy, and the French, 
after working forward along the eastern side of a low spur (see plan) were now considerably in advance 
of the British line on the spur’s western slope. The British advance had been held up by a group of 
German trenches known as “ Hazy ’”’ and “ Boritzka’”’ Trenches, with ‘‘ Mirage ’’ Trench in support 
behind ‘‘ Boritzka.” The gun-fire had beaten the ground into pulp, and though the opposing 
positions were officially termed “ trenches,” they were in reality little more than irregular lines 
of shell-holes, consolidated and more or less connected, but extremely difficult to locate and to 
observe. 

Already several previous attacks against “ Hazy” and “ Boritzka” Trenches had failed 
and now the 100th Brigade was to try its luck. The attack was fixed for the following evening 
(November Ist). 

As the dawn of November Ist lit up the battle-field it was seen that “ Frost ’’ Trench, held 
by the 2nd Worcestershire, was separated from the German position in “‘ Hazy Trench” by a low 
crest-line, which effectively prevented any real knowledge of the dispositions of the enemy. 

All day long the front line of the Battalion was heavily shelled: so heavily shelled that it 
was necessary to withdraw most of the platoons from the trench to a line of shell-holesin rear. During 
the morning Captain W. Ferguson was shot dead by a German sniper—a mest serious loss, for 
he had proved himself a very gallant leader. 

As the afternoon wore on, the fire of the British artillery grew heavier and rose suddenly to 
intensity at “‘ zero ’’—3.30 p.m. Then, as the guns lifted their fire, the 9th H.L.I. and 2nd Worcester- 
shire (e) advanced through the mud to attack “ Boritzka”’ and “‘ Hazy’ Trenches. 

Never had the Battalion struggled through a worse morass. The laden soldiers sank up to 
their knees in the mud, hauling out each foot with the utmost difficulty and in many cases losing 
their boots and puttics. Slowly the attacking line waded forward up the slight slope. As they 
reached the crest of the little rise which hid the enemy from view they were met by a storm of bullets. 


(a) The Battalion was relieved by the 9th Duke of Wellington’s. 

(b) March to Bouquemaison. French busses to La Neuville. March to Corbie. 

(c) ‘No one fell out and the men marched past the Divisional Commander very well .""—(Battalion Diary). 
(d) Of the 19th Brigade. 

(e) ““ A’ and “B** Companies. ‘C’ and ‘ D” were in reserve. 
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From “‘ Hazy” Trench in front, from another German position on their left flank at the end of the 
spur (see plan), and from the Cemetery on the crest of the ridge beyond, groups of German machine- 
guns opened rapid fire. Under that fire the attack could not gain ground, officers and men fell 
onevery side, and the remainder were driven to such shelter as they could find amid the water-logged 
shell-holes. When darkness came, the survivors waded back to their original line. The failure 
had been due to the mud and to the weather conditions as much as to the enemy's fire (a). 


The following day (November 2nd) was uneventful (‘‘ a fairly quiet day, but the men were 
very exhausted and wet from the effects of the attack and the weather ’’(b)). In the evening the 
companies were relieved by the 16th K.R.R.C. and moved back into reserve trenches near Les Boeufs. 
There the Battalion lay for two days, resting, cleaning up, and finding working parties to assist a 
fresh attack on ‘‘ Boritzka’”’ Trench, which was made by the Ist Queen’s in the evening of November 
3rd. That attack, like the preceding one, failed completely. ‘‘ Boritzka’’ seemed untakable. 

“The state of the trenches,” recorded the Brigade Diary, ‘“‘ had now become so bad that 
the men arrived in the trenches in a state of physical exhaustion and in many cases had to be assisted 
outofthe mud. The difficulties of getting up rations and stores had also now considerably increased, 
it having rained almost continuously since the Brigade came into the line.’ Nevertheless it was 
decided that the advance must go on, and that somehow “ Boritzka’’ must be taken. 

A new plan was tried. Instead of another frontal attack, the next attack against “ Boritzka ”’ 
should be made from the flank where the French held the line. Arrangements were made between 
the staffs of the two Armies, and meanwhile the British guns redoubled their fire (c). 


After dark (d@) on November 4th the 2nd Worcestershire left their reserve trenches behind 
les Boeufs and marched in single file along interminable duck-board tracks into the French lines. 
Then, led by French guides, the Battalion moved forward into position close behind a sunken lane, 
which was occupied by the foremost groups of the French battalion. In the darkness the com- 
panies deployed and lay down: “ D’”’ Company in front, then in succession “‘ C,” “ B,” and“ A’’(e). 
All arrangements were concerted with the French officers. French and British runners were 
stationed together in relay posts, and the French Battalion Commander (f) welcomed Colonel Pardoe 
of the 2nd Worcestershire in his Headquarters in “ Thunder Trench.” It was arranged that the 
attack next day should be made at 11 a.m. 

A terrific storm of rain beat down, with much lightning. Through the rain came German shells 
but in that slough many of them failed to explode. Presently the rain passed: the night became 
quiet and very cold. E 

The companies set to work to dig themselves in. As they worked, the officers noticed a 
favourable sign. The wind, which for days had brought rain from the west, was changing ; and 
soon it blew from the east, bitter cold indeed but rapidly drying the mud. 

Dawn broke and the troops crouched in the cover they had made. In front of them, beyond 
the sunken road, a low crest-line, as before, hid the enemy’s position. 

With the first light a German aeroplane drifted overhead. The enemy machine suddenly dived 
down to the position of the Battalion, circled close above the crowded companies, rose again amid 
asplutter of firing and made off to the eastward. Urged by their officers the troops dug feverishly 
while there was yet time. 

Twenty minutes later German shells came crashing down about the flimsy trenches (g). 
The troops huddled close in their cover. The bombardment continued fiercely and without inter- 
mission, The two leading companies suffered many casualties. Both the company commanders, 
Captain H. M. Eyles and Captain E. J. L. Warlow were killed, and all the other officers of “ D” 
ren ere hit. Hour after hour the bombardment continued, while the platoons lay close among 
the shell-holes. 


Precisely at 11 a.m. the British artillery suddenly opened an intense fire. Thirteen minutes 
later the word was given to advance. The four companies (#) of the 2nd Worcestershire scrambled 
_to their feet and pushed forward to the attack. 


(a) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire—1 officer (2/Lieut. L. T, Flux) and 9 men killed, 67 wounded, 14 missing. The 


: losses of the 9th H.L.I. were rather heavier. (6) Battalion Diary. 
‘¢) On November 4th the British 6-in. Howitzers fired 2,000 rounds at ‘“‘ Hazy,” “‘ Mirage ” and ‘‘ Boritzka ” trenches, 
adding another 2,000 shell-holes to the ground in front. (d@) 6 p.m. 


e) The total strength of the four companies was 14 officers and about 300 other ranks, the latter being mostly young 
soldiers newly arrived from home. 

f) The French unit was the Ist Battalion of the 66th Regiment. 

2) Mostly not more than 4 foot deep by that time. 

‘4) “D "Company, the leading “ wave” had already lost all their officers. Lieutenant Bennett, commanding “C” 
Company, went forward to them, started them off, led by their N.C.O’s. and then returned to lead his own 
Company. 
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The attack was met by a storm of fire. A barrage of heavy shells crashed down along the 
sunken lane, and through the shell-bursts could be heard the stammer of machine-guns. 

Led by a few brave N.C.O’s., ‘“‘ D’’ Company advanced through the barrage across the sunken 
road and up the slope. Close behind followed the other three companies. As he reached the sunken 
road, Lieut. E. P. Bennett, commanding ‘“‘C’’ Company was struck down by a shell-burst. He collapsed 
half-stunned into the lane, where his wounds were bandaged by a kindly Frenchman. Dazed 
by the shock, he watched the two rear companies pass forward through the fire. Beside him in the 
sunken lane he found other wounded men ; among them a Sergeant (a) and a little 2nd Lieutenant (5). 
Together they peered forward through the smoke of the German barrage. For a moment the smoke 
drifted aside, and they could see the situation in front. The attack had stopped. The last few 
N.C.O’s. of “‘ D’’ Company had been hit, two German machine-guns from the right flank had raked 
the line, and the young soldiers, brave enough but utterly bewildered, had halted and lain down. 
The other companies had closed up to them and had likewise stopped. All four companies were 
crowded in the open under a fierce fire. F 

The little group in the trench were horror-struck. ‘‘ God!” cried the little 2nd Lieutenant 
“* Are we going to fail again?’”’” The wounded Sergeant grasped the situation and tore at the steep bank 
to make a step. ‘‘ The boys will go on all nght it there’s someone to lead them”’ he said: he 
clambered up and dashed forward into the fire. Twenty yards from the trench he was struck and fell. 
Close on his heels followed the little 2nd Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant Bennett found a spade and cut himself a step in the embankment. Then he too ran 
forward through the bursting shells. As he ran, he passed the little 2nd Lieutenant struck dead. 
Still grasping the spade, he reached the troops, dashed through them and signalled them to advance. 
The whole Battalion rose behind him and flooded forward in one wave over the crest-line and down 
on to the flank of the German trenches. 

From the front and from the right flank came a hail of bullets from the German machine-guns ; 
but'the ground was so broken that the platoons afforded no constant target as they struggled down 
into and up out of the countless shell-holes .... ‘‘ we were like a swarm of rats in a ploughed 
field” (c). Before that onslaught the German garrisons of “ Mirage’’ and “ Boritzka’’ trenches 
gave way. Such as survived of the enemy fell back across the broken ground, and Lieutenant 
Bennett led the attack forward along the whole length of the objective. Then, in pursuance of 
their orders, the 2nd Worcestershire faced to their right and pushed forward down the slope for 
some five hundred yards. Orders were given to dig in, and the remnant of the Battalion consolidated 
a new line beyond the captured ground. 

The enemy actively disputed the advance, and the new line was entrenched under a hot 
fire of musketry from close range. Lieut. E. M. Holland, who had shown great gallantry throughout 
the attack, was shot and killed during the work of entrenchment. At first the new position was 
dangerously isolated, but presently an officer of the 16th King’s Royal Rifles made his way forward 
to the line. His battalion had captured ‘‘ Hazy Trench’ and had made good their ground. The 
left flank of the Worcestershire was thereby secured. 

The survivors of the Battalion held their ground all the rest of that day, answering shot by 
shot and digging themselves into cover (d). They were exposed to a fierce fire all the afternoon 
and there were many casualties. After dark came relief. The 5th Scottish Rifles took over the 
captured line and the Worcestershire moved back. Very few were left of the four companies. 
Lieutenant Bennett could muster not more than about 60 all told, with one young subaltern 
besides himself. The little force marched back through the French lines, where they were heartily 
congratulated, to Battalion Headquarters at Les Boeufs. Thence the Battalion moved back up the 
communication trenches to Guillemont, which was reached at dawn of November 6th (e). There 
all slept soundly until roused in the afternoon by the arrival of a relieving battalion ; which proved 
to be none other than the Ist Worcestershire. After hearty mutual greetings, the 2nd Worcestershire 
fell in and tramped back westward past Montauban to a camp “‘in a very muddy field’”’ near 
Fricourt. For two days the Battalion rested and cleaned up. On November 9th the Brigadier 
inspected the Battalion and read a message of congratulation from the Regimental Commander of 
the French 66th Regiment. Next day the Battalion marched by Meaulte to Buire station and 
entrained for the back areas to rest and train. Their part in the battle was over; and Lieutenant 
Bennett’s bravery and fine leadership were fitly rewarded with the Victoria Cross. 


(a) Whose name, unfortunately, is now unknown. (b) Believed to have been 2/Lieut. J. O. Couldridge. (c) E.P.B. 

(ad) Great gallantry was shown by 2/Lieut. R. W. A. Watts, who reorganised his men and carried out a dangerous patrol 
to the front, in which he was wounded. 2/Lieut. Watts was awarded the M.C. 

(e) Casualties, 2nd Worcestershire, November 5th, were given officially as follows :—Killed 3 officers 15 other ranks. 
Wounded 2 officers, 66 other ranks. Missing one officer (believed killed) and 21 other ranks; but those figures 
are certainly understated. Besides the two Captains named above, 2/Lieuts. J. O. Couldridge and E. M. 
Holland were killed. Lieut. E. P. Bennett and 2/Lt. R. W. A. Watts were wounded, among others. The 
actual loss was over 200. The Battalion War Diaries at this period are very defective. 
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Lieutenant E. P. Bennett 
in the Battle of The Transloy Ridges 
5th November, 1916, 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday, in the possession of the Regiment. 
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..Still grasping the spade he reached the 
troops, dashed through them and signalled them 
to advance.” (page 206). 
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The Ist Worcestershire after a four days rest in camp at the Sandpits near Meaulte had moved 
forward on November 5th to huts at Carnoy. Thence, on the following day, the Battalion moved 
up to Gullemont and, as we have seen, relieved the 2nd Worcestershire. The 8th Division was 
now relieving the 33rd Division in the line, and the 24th Brigade was taking over the ground captured 
by the 100th Brigade. During November 7th the Ist Worcestershire remained in Brigade Reserve : 
then, on the evening of November 8th the Battalion moved forward and relieved the znd East Lan- 
cahire in ‘‘ Bennett Trench,” as the position captured by the 2nd Worcestershire was now named. 
The Battalion held that half-dug trench for two days (a) in great discomfort. Then after four 
days (November 10th-13th) rest in camp (6) south of Bernafay Wood the 24th Brigade again went 
into the line on November 13th a little further to the left (c), between Les Boeufs aud Gueudecourt (@). 
On October 16th the Battalion moved back into support at Flers. 

The weather was bitterly cold, and all ranks were glad when news came of relief; the 29th 
Division would take over the Divisional Line. On the evening of November 17th the 88th Brigade 
came up to relieve the 24th Brigade, and once more two Battalions of the Regiment met in the 
trenches by Gueudecourt ; for the newly-arrived Brigade included the 4th Worcestershire. 

After handing over their positions to the 2nd Hampshire, the Ist Worcestershire marched 
westward to camp at Carnoy. Thence next day the Battalion moved into billets in Meaulte. On 
November 20th the Ist Worcestershire bade farewell to the Somme battle-fields and entrained at 
Edge-Hill Siding for the back areas. 


After their fortnight of rest and training at Ville-sous-Corbie the 4th Worcestershire, with 
the other battalions of the 88th Brigade had marched northwards on November 15th, back into the 
battlearea again. After resting the night of November 15th/16th at Sandpits Camp and the following 
night at La Briqueterie, the 4th Worcestershire moved forward to the line, passed the Ist Worcester- 
shire at Flers and relieved the 2nd East Lancashire in “‘ Fall,” ‘‘ Autumn ” and “‘ Winter ”’ trenches. 
Thenceforward until the middle of December the 4th Worcestershire remained either in those 
trenches (e) or in shelters or camps (f) close behind on the devastated battle-field. The fighting 
died down and no event of great importance occurred, but the hardships suffered were severe (g). 
ea! on December 11th the 88th Brigade was relieved and moved right back to rest at Molliens 

idame. 


The training of the Territorial battalions of the 48th Division in the back areas was completed 
during the first week in October, and the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire moved forward once more (h). 
Both Battalions went into front-line trenches at Hebuterne again for a few days (i). Then the 
Division was again pulled back into reserve (j). The struggle on the Transloy Ridges was exhausting 
the strength of the Divisions engaged there, and fresh reinforcements were needed. The 1/7th Wor- 
cestershire were detached from their Brigade on October 26th and sent forward into the devastated 
area near Contalmaison (k) to supply carrying parties for the troops in front line. Four days later 
the remainder of the 144th Brigade, including the 1/8th Worcestershire also moved (/) forward 
into the battle area and likewise came to Contalmaison. The 1/8th Worcestershire lay for one 
night (November Ist/2nd) in the ruins of that village : then on the following afternoon the Battalion 
moved forward through Martinpuich to the line at Le Sars, and took over the front-line trenches (m) 
astride the main Bapaume road. 


(a) Relieved evening of 9th by 2nd R. Berkshire. (6) La Briquetterie. 

(c) In a new trench linking up Fall and Bennett Trenches. 

(d) There they were heavily shelled, the Ist Worcestershire losing one day (15th) from shell-fire alone, 12 killed and 
as many wounded. 

() Battalion in front line November 17th-22nd, November 27th-30th, December 5th—7th, December 9th-10th. 

(f) Huts at Carnoy or canvas camp at Bernafay Wood. 

‘e Casualties 4th Worcestershire November 16th-December 11th :—3 wounded. 

(h) October Ist, 144th Brigade marched from Beaudricourt to Halloy and Mondicourt. October 7th, 1/7th Battalion 
Moved to Fonquevillers and Souastre. 1/8th Battalion moved to Warlencourt on October 10th and Souastre 

() yr on October 16th. 

{7th Battalion October 8th—12th, casualties nil. 1/8th Battalion October 16th-20th casualties 2 died of wounds, 

Ae wounded. 

G) 7th Battalion October 12th to billets at St. Amand. October 13th to billets in Humbercourt. 

1/8th Battalion October 20th billets in Souastre. October 20th, 144th Brigade moved back to Beaudricourt 

area, 1/7th at Iverguy, 1/8th at Beaudricourt. October 25th Brigade moved by bus through Doullens and 

Amiens to Bresle. 

the site of “ Quadrangle Trench.” 

tober 3 ast, Brigade marched through Henencourt and Millencourt to Albert. November Ist move forward 

from Albert to Contalmaison. On October 31st Lieut. G. R. Wallace, hitherto Adjutant of the 1/7th Battalion 

(m) perk over ‘A’ Company, and Lieut. D. Wingate became Acting-Adjutant. 
‘¢ trenches were in a very bad state... .. as all communication trenches were impassable, the relief was 
Carried out entirely across the open.’’—(Brigade Diary). 
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The night was dark, and a heavy drizzle obscured the view. Dawn of November 3rd showed 
the position more clearly. In front of the trenches held by the 1/8th Worcestershire, the ground sloped 
downward to the village of Warlencourt, while immediately on the right of the Battalion’s line rose a 
high mound, the Butte de Warlencourt. ‘‘ The famous tumulus towered above us like Cruckbarrow 
above the Depot and, being situated on the edge of a steep scarp, looked even more imposing,’’ while 
in every direction the ground was smashed and pitted with water-logged shell-holes. For several 
weeks attack after attack had been made in vain against the Butte, but hope of gaining it had not 
been abandoned, and preparations had been made for yet another attack. 

That fresh attack was made early on November 5th, in the teeth of a gale of wind, by the 
50th Division immediately to the right of the position of the 1/8th Worcestershire. A long day 
of desperate fighting ensued. The Butte was captured and lost again, while from their trench-line 
the Worcestershire companies did their best to co-operate by rapid fire under a storm of shells (a). 
The wild weather and the incessant shelling made it very difficult for anyone to know the exact 
position of the troops around the Butte, and shortly before darkness fell orders came for the Battalion 
to send out a patrol to discover the position of the left flank of the attack. Lieut. A. Plaistowe 
and Sergeant G. Crump went out. They worked their way forward across the shattered ground 
under a heavy fire from rifles and machine-guns, passed through the German barrage and eventually 
found the survivors of the attack (b) holding on to a quarry immediately below the Butte (c). 

Darkness fell, but the fighting round the Butte went on, and at last, a little before midnight, 
a strong German counter-attack regained their original line. But by that time the 1/6th Gloucester- 
shire had come up to relieve the 1/8th Worcestershire in the line, and the Worcestershire platoons, 
disentangling themselves with difficulty, made their way back across the water-logged battle-field 
amid a terrific bombardment (d). 

The Battalion assembled in reserve close to the headquarters of the 1/7th Worcestershire 
behind Contalmaison (e) and slept throughout the next day, a day of sleet and driving rain in which 
the companies of the 1/7th Worcestershire laboured, as during the preceding week, in carrying stores 
and rations forward from the high ground above Bazentin down the slopes northward to the firing 
line. 


That attack on November 5th marked the end of the heavy fighting on the front of the Fourth 
Army. It was realised that the ground was impassable and that there was little chance of any further 
attack being able to gain ground sufficient to achieve any strategic advantage. Attacks ceased 
and the energies of all were devoted to maintaining the position gained. That problem was sufficiently 
formidable. The slow advance had carried the British front line forward across some three miles 
of ground. That ground was so shattered and soaked with rain that enormous efforts and huge 
carrying parties were necessary to supply the troops in the front line with the necessary munitions 
and food. 

From November 6th till November 22nd the two Territorial Battalions remained in the 
battle area, either labouring on new defences, struggling up and down the greasy slopes as carrying 
parties, or else holding front-line or support trenches near the Butte de Warlencourt (f). The 
weather was abominable and all ranks suffered severely. On November 23rd the 144th Brigade 
was concentrated at Contalmaison, and for a week the two Battalions lay quiet, resting and training. 


Early in November, preparations were made for the final act in the great Somme drama; 
an attack by the British Fifth Army (g) astride the River Ancre. 

The deep mud on the Transloy Ridges had stopped the operations of the Fourth Army: 
but on the steep slopes of the Ancre Valley it was hoped that the ground would be more favourable 
to movement. The ground gained during September and October had made the German positions 
at Beaucourt and Beaumont Hamel into a sharp salient. It was anticipated that the enemy would 
withdraw from that unfavourable position, and it was desirable to strike before such withdrawal 
could be made. 


(a) Under that bombardment great bravery was shown by two young subalterns, 2/Lieutenants R. T. Keen and A. F. 
Raikes. Both were severely wounded, but both refused to leave their companies, and remained at their 
posts for twelve hours, cheering and inspiring their men. Both were awarded the M.C. 

(b) For this and other acts of bravery Sergt. Crump was afterwards awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) Lieut. A. R. Swallow was sent out later on the same errand and also was successful in his mission. 

(a) Casualties 1/8th Worcestershire, November 5th—12 killed, 3 officers (2/Lieut. A. F. Raikes, 2/Lieut. R. T. Keen and 
2/Lieut. W. H. Griffiths) and 61 other ranks wounded. 

(e) ‘* Scotts Redoubt ’ which place had been the Headquarters of the 1/7th Battalion during the preceding three days. 

(f) Working and carrying parties, 1/7th Worcestershire, October 27th-November 9th. 1/8th Worcestershire, November 
7th-November 10th. November 10th-18th both Battalions resting at Contalmaison. November 18th-20:b, 
1/7th Worcestershire in front line. 1/8th Worcestershire in support trenches. November 20th-22nd, | *th 
Worcestershire in front line. 1/7th Worcestershire in reserve at Eaucourt I’Abbé. 

(g) During October the name of General Gough’s command had been changed from ‘‘ The Reserve Army’ to ‘ The 
Fifth Army.’ See Map 51, facing page 199. 
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A converging attack was planned. From the west five British Divisions including the 
68rd (Royal Naval) Division would attack the hitherto unbroken German front north of the Ancre, 
while beyond the river the 39th and 19th Divisions would attack northward down the slopes of the 
Ancre Heights. 

Those orders affected two Battalions of the Regiment: for the 19th Division included the 
10th Worcestershire, while the 14th Worcestershire was the Pioneer Battalion of the 63rd Division. 


The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division had been transferred from the First Army to the Fourth 
Army at the beginning of October. The move of the Division from the back areas near St. Pol 
forward to the Somme front had begun on October 4th(a), on which day the 14th Worcestershire and 
the other battalions of the Division had moved by train from Ligny St. Flochel to Forceville. After 
two nights in the latter village, the 14th Worcestershire moved on October 6th to a camp midway 
between Beaussart and Mailly Maillet, where the Headquarters of the Battalion lay during the next 
ten days while the four companies worked on the defences in front. Enemy shell-fire caused some 
few casualties (0). 

On October 17th camp was shifted to the outskirts of Englebelmer and the work was con- 
tinued (c). Four days later camp was shifted again, to a little valley midway between Englebelmer 
and Martinsart on the reverse slope of the spur which runs north from the latter village. That 
camp was the Headquarters of the Battalion during the subsequent operations (d), and from that 
camp as a centre the four companies of the Battalion went out working each day. Throughout 
the last week in October and the first fortnight of November all ranks worked eagerly in preparation 
for the attack. On November 12th work was stopped, and that day all stayed in camp while last 
preparations were made for the morrow’s battle. 

It had been arranged that the Battalion should furnish three parties, each half-a-company 
in strength, to be attached one to each of the three Brigades of the 63rd Division. Those three parties, 
half each of “‘ B,” “C’’ and ““D” Companies, moved off during the day and reported to their 
several Brigades. 


THE BATTLE OF THE ANCRE. 


The night of November 12th/13th was dark and close, and before dawn the valley of the Ancre 
was filled with dense mist.“ Zero’ had been fixed for 5.45 a.m., well before daybreak, and conse- 
quently it was in thick darkness that the preliminary bombardment opened and the attacking 
troops went “over the top.” But the very obscurity aided the attack. The defending troops 
were surprised and overwhelmed, and on the right flank the enemy’s first system of defences was 
easily overrun. In the centre, however, a German redoubt, cunningly concealed so as to appear 
from the air to be an open communication trench, held up the attack and inflicted severe losses. 
By that time all three Brigades of the 63rd Division were engaged and were much intermingled 
in the intricate defences. 

The three half-companies of the 14th Worcestershire had gone forward with the attacking 
Brigades and were soon busy in all directions, consolidating the captured defences and preparing 
new works amid the general confusion and turmoil of battle. The second half of ‘ B’’ Company 
were sent forward at 9 a.m. to Beaucourt Station, where they remained throughout the day. The 
two officers of the half-company (e) were both hit, but Sergeant W. D. Cherry took command and 
directed the work with great skill and coolness (f). 

After dark came orders that the remainder of the 14th Worcestershire were to go forward 
and assist in the consolidation of the line gained. ‘‘ A’’ Company and the remaining halves of 
“C" and ‘'D” Companies accordingly moved off, passed over the old front line near the river 
crossed the captured German trenches and worked hard for many hours on a new defensive line 
along the bottom of the little valley which runs from Beaumont Hamel down to the Ancre. Towards 
dawn they returned to camp, but at 9.30 a.m. ‘“‘ A’ Company, under Captain E. M. Tweddle, were 
ordered off again, to the assistance of the right wing of the Division. The Hood Battalion, led by 


(a) The transport of Battalions moved on the previous day. 

(6) Killed 3, wounded 4. (c) Casualties 4 wounded. 

(d) From the Ist to the 4th November the Battalion was temporarily in Englebelmer, but then returned to the previous 
camp. That stay in Englebelmer long remembered in the Battalion by reason of the enormous number 
of rats found in the deserted village. he Whole village was absolutely alive with rats, and it was impossible 
to get any rest from the pests. It was a great relief to all when the Battalion was ordered to give up the 
billets and live under canvas, even though it was : November."” (A.P.W.) 

(e) Lieutenant H. C. J. Shuttleworth-King and 2;Licut. B. J.C. Hamm. —(f) Sergt. Cherry was awarded the D.C.M. 
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Colonel Freyberg (a), had stormed the village of Beaucourt. ‘‘ A’’ Company made their way up to 
Beaucourt and worked hard under heavy fire on a communication trench to link up the captured 
village with the British positions in rear. The work was dangerous in the extreme, for the enemy 
were heavily bombarding their lost ground: but Captain Tweddle and his men stuck gamely to their 
task and were fortunate in completing their task without undue loss. 

Dawn of November 14th witnessed the fall of the German redoubt which had hitherto 
repulsed all attacks. Three tanks were brought up from Auchonvillers to reduce it. One of them 
was knocked out by shells but the other two pushed on. Both tanks became stuck in the mud 
close to the redoubt: but the menace of their approach and the fire of their guns produced the 
required effect. The garrison of the redoubt raised the white flag and gave themselves up— 
8 officers and some 400 men. 

The two victorious tanks, stuck in the mud on the crest of the ridge, were now exposed to 
destruction by the enemy’s artillery. To their rescue was sent a party of the 14th Worcestershire (6) 
under Lieut. S. Hartley. Under heavy fire the pioneers laboured around the two helpless monsters 
and after hours of work finally succeeded in setting them free; after which the pioneer party 
returned to the Battalion’s camp, where the various companies and platoons were gradually re- 
assembling. By midday on November 15th all the parties were in, and at 2.30 p.m. the Battalion 
marched back to Forceville. There the Battalion rested for a day (c), and received a warm message 
of congratulation from the C.R.E. of the Division. 


While the 63rd Division was winning its way up the western bank of the River Ancre, the 
39th and 19th Divisions had likewise been gaining ground on the eastern bank of the river. In the 
inisty morning of November 13th the two Divisions had stormed the German front lines and the 
tuined village of St. Pierre Divion ; they were then faced by the defences of Grandcourt. 

The initial attack of the 19th Division had been made by the 56th Brigade with the 58th 
Brigade in support. The 57th Brigade, after their hard time in the trenches during the preceding 
week (see page 200) were kept back in reserve. Hence it came about that the 10th Worcestershire 
spent the opening days of the battle in huts and tents at Aveluy, listening to the thunder of the 
guns but doing little beyond providing working parties. 


In front of them the fight on the slopes of the Ancre Heights swayed to and fro, and as the 
Situation changed the orders for future operations were altered. At last on November 17th 
came the long-awaited order to advance, and the 57th Brigade marched forward into the battle. 
Through Thiepval and up the slope they were led. Then on the far side of the crest line the 
Brigade deployed for attack, settled into its positions, and waited for the dawn in darkness and 
driving sleet. 

The 10th Worcestershire were to act as reserve to the attack, which was to be made by the 
other three battalions of the Brigade. The Worcestershire were to assist them in the “‘ mopping up” 
of the captured trenches. Consequently the Battalion was split up, one company being attached 
to the 8th North Staffordshire on the right by ‘“‘ Stump Road,’’ one-and-a-half companies ‘with 
the 8th Gloucestershire on the left in “‘ Battery Valley’ and half-a-company with the 10th Royal 
Warwickshire in the centre of the line. Battalion Headquarters and the remaining company were 
further back in “ Stuff Trench.” 


At 6.10 a.m. (November 18th) the British gun-fire rose to intensity, then lifted, and the 
attacking battalions went forward through heavy rain into the darkness. A confused struggle 
ensued, in which the Worcestershire platoons became widely scattered. Their fortunes were various. 
On the right the attack was fairly successful, and the German front line was seized and cleared. 
On the left the attack swept across ‘‘ Battery Valley” and became engaged in a wild struggle among 
the defences on that valley’s further slope. There two Worcestershire platoons which attacked 
on the extreme left flank of the Brigade were cut off, and were not heard of again. In the centre 
the attack failed from the outset. All that day the fighting continued. The enemy resisted stub- 
bornly and no more ground could be gained. At nightfall it was decided to stand fast and con- 
solidate what little ground had been won. Gradually during the evening the scattered detachments 
of the 10th Worcestershire were reassembled in Stuff Trench. Eventually it was found that in all 
the Battalion had lost more than a hundred of all ranks, including six officers (4). 


(a) Who there gained the Victoria Cross. (6) Lieut. Hartley and 41 men of “ B’’ Company. 

(c) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, November 13th-15th—8s killed, two officers (Lieut. H. C. J. Shuttleworth-King and 
2/Lieut. B. J. ©. Hamm) and 48 men wounded, 3 missing. 

‘apt. C. H. Dwyer, 2/Lt. W. S. Dane. Wounded, Capt. F. Cooksey, 2/Lt. C. E. Smart. Missing. 2'Lt. 


T. W. Rainbow, 2)Lt. G. S. H. Robertson paneer ards ascertained killed), Other ranks, 5 certainly killed, 
50 missing, $1 wounded. During the da t work was done by Pte. F. Darby, as a Battalion runner 
He was awarded the D.C.M. ‘Battery V, alley" “is marked on map 51 by the subsequent outpost line 


of the 2;7th Battalion. 
210 


Noo, 1916. THE END OF THE BATTLE. 


On the following evening (November 19th) the 57th Brigade were relieved and moved back 
to their previous billets at Aveluy. After a rest of forty-eight hours the 10th Worcestershire 
moved (a) to Warloy; and on November 23rd the Brigade marched (b) westward out of the 
battle. 


As the 10th Battalion drew back to rest, up into the battle came the 2/7th Battalion of 
the Regiment. 

The 6lst Division, as we have seen, had come southward to Picardy at the beginning 
of November, and after a week's training near Doullens had marched forward by stages (c) to the 
battle-front. On November 17th the Division was still well behind the line and the 183rd Brigade 
was no nearer than La Vicogne, when urgent orders came to send forward at once one battalion to 
assist the 19th Division. The 2/7th Worcestershire were selected. The Battalion embarked on motor 
busses at St. Ouen at 9.30 a.m. that day and was hurried forward to Hamel. There the Battalion 
“debussed ” (d) and marched forward at once into the battle area. That night (17th/18th) the 
Battalion lay in support trenches below Thiepval. Next day while the attack of the 19th 
Division was in progress, the Battalion moved forward but still remained in support all the day. 
Several shells struck near the companies and two men were wounded. 


After the failure of the attack it was decided, as we have said above, to consolidate the line 
gained. For that purpose the 2/7th Worcestershire were ordered to send forward two companies 
to act as a covering party during the night while a new front line was entrenched. Accordingly “ C” 
and ‘“‘D”’ Companies pushed forward after dark and held an outpost line all night, while behind 
them the troops of the 56th Brigade and the Divisional Pioneer Battalion dug themselves in. 

The night was full of incident. Patrols of the 2/7th Worcestershire crept forward across the 
open to the broken trenches in front, and there found, to their astonishment, some wounded men 
of the 10th Worcestershire, survivors of that Battalion’s two lost platoons. They had been lying 
out helpless for over eighteen hours. 

Next day the 2/7th Worcestershire were again withdrawn into reserve, and on the 2Ist the 
Battalion marched back and rejoined the 183rd Brigade at Aveluy (e). Next day the Brigade 
marched south to camp near Albert. 


November 18th is nowadays accepted as the closing date of the Somme battles of 1916. By 
that time the attack of the Fifth Army had come to a standstill and even the most optimistic could 
not but see that the state of the weather and of the ground rendered futile any further attempt to 
advance. So the British Armies settled down for the Winter, to hold the line gained and to train 
for the resumption of the offensive in the Spring. 


see eee ee eee eee et 


While the final battles of the year were being fought out on the Somme front, the 3rd Battalion 
of the Regiment was passing a fairly peaceful time in Flanders. 

After detraining on October 3Uth at Bailleul the Battalion spent twenty-four hours in billets 
at Oostrohove Farm and then moved forward to the line. The 25th Division was now taking over 
the front immediately north of the big deserted town of Armentiéres. The 3rd Worcestershire 
Telieved the 9th Devons(f) and took over trenches with their left flank at Essex Farm and their right 
flank on the bank of the River Lys. On the further bank the line was continued southward by 
New Zealand troops. 

The trenches here, ‘‘ though a bit wet,’’ were considered “ first class, after one’s experience 
of holding a succession of crump holes on the Somme ” (g).  ‘‘ The line seems quite uncanny,” wrote 
an officer (A), ‘‘ it’s so quiet after one’s time on the Somme and one feels that the Bosche must be 
up to some game ; no doubt really he wants a rest as badly as anyone and is all for peace if he can 
get it. However once we've settled in we shall see what we can do to annoy him.” 


(a) On November 21st. 

(6) To Rubempre that day, and then westward by stages, through Montrelet, Franqueville and Bernaville to rest billets 
at Gezaincourt, which were reached on November 27th. 

(c) November 15th—183rd Hrigade marched from Wavans to the Bernaville area, Billets :-—-2/7th at Autheau, 2/8th 
at Le Meillard. November 16th Brigade marched to the St. Oven area. Billets, 2/7th at St. Oven, 2/8th 
at Surcamps. 

(@) At 3.15 p.m. November 17th. 

(e) Casualties during November 19th—2Ist were 4 killed, 1 officer and 11 men wounded. 

(f) Of the 7th Division. (g) A.C.J. 

(4) During the intervening days, the 2/8th Worcestershire had camped or billetted on successive nights at Le Val de 
Maison (17th), Senlis (18th) and Martinsart Wood (19th—2Ist). 
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So the 3rd Worcestershire settled down to the business of making themselves comfortable 
and the enemy uncomfortable ; twin efforts which were maintained with credit throughout the 
winter. Alternately with the 8th Loyal North Lancashire, the Battalion held the same line of 
trenches till past the New Year. When out of the line the companies were billetted either in 
Le Bizet or Pont de Nieppe. Casualtics were few (2) and life was comparatively uneventful. 
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The close of the heavy fighting on the Somme brought little immediate relief to the Worcester- 
shire Territorial battalions. Both ‘ First-Line’ and “ Second-Line ” Battalions were now in the 
western part of the great battle-field ; almost within hailing distance, though heavy work and deep 
mud allowed very little exchange of greetings between the ‘‘ First-Line’”’ Battalions near Contalmaison 
and the ‘“‘ Second-Line ” Battalions at Usna Hill. 

On December Ist the 1/7th Worcestershire made their way forward through the mud to the 
front line beneath the Butte de Warlencourt—the same line as that previously held (see page 208). 
On the following evening the 1/8th Worcestershire followed in the wake of the sister battalion and 
again took over the trenches immediately to their left (6). The two Battalions held the line side 
by side during the next few days, in great discomfort amid frost and deep mud. 

Small raids by both Battalions were planned for the night of December 3rd/4th. The 
objectives were posts in the German line east and west respectively of the Butte. In the cold and 
darkness of the small hours of December 4th the two raiding parties climbed out of their trenches 
and worked their way forward. At 4 a.m. after a sudden fierce bombardment by the British artillery 
the raiders attacked. On the left the 8th Battalion raiders were held up by unbroken wire and 
our own shells (c) ; they could not effect an entry and eventually fell back without loss. On the 
tight, however, the 7th Battalion raiders were more successful. Dashing forward as the guns lifted 
their fire, Lieut. G. R. Wallace led his party through a gap in the wire into the enemy’s trench. 
A sharp fight up and down the trench ensued, in the course of which Sergeant A. H. Jones and 
Corporal A. Cope behaved with great courage, the latter killing two Germans with a bomb. The 
fight was carried on for several crowded minutes until the raiding party had exhausted their bombs. 
Then Lieut. Wallace gave the order to retire, and, under a heavy fire, the raiders regained their 
trenches with no greater loss than 5 men wounded (a). 

The two Battalions were relieved on December 5th and 6th respectively and moved back 
into reserve, but again took over the same trenches a week later (e). On the evening of December 
14th the line below the Butte de Warlencourt was taken over by Scottish troops of the 15th Division. 
The two Worcestershire Battalions were relieved (f) and made their way back through the slough 
to camp near Contalmaison. 

After one days rest, the 1/7th Battalion moved westward on December 16th to Albert, for 
rest and training. The 1/8th Battalion moved to camp in Mametz Wood, and later (December 23rd) 
to Fricourt Camp, whence numerous working parties were found throughout the following fortnight. 


While the “ First-Line ” Territorial Battalions had been engaged about Martinpuich, the 
* Second-Line ” Battalions had been busy further to the left on the Ancre Heights. 

On November 26th the 183rd Brigade moved back from Usna Hill across the river to Martinsart. 
The 2/7th Worcestershire (g) found quarters close to the west cdge of Martinsart Wood, while the 
z/8th Worcestershire went into huts about a mile to the south-east. There the Battalions worked 
and trained for four days as Divisional Reserve. 

By that time the 61st Division had taken over part of the line on the Ancre Heights, and on 
the evening of November 30th the 183rd Brigade moved forward to take over the Divisional front. 
The 2/7th Worcestershire again crossed the river and went into Wellington Huts, south of Authuille 
Wood. In front of them the 2/8th Worcestershire had marched through Ovillers and then up past 
Mouquet Farin, over the crest line in the darkness, and then down to the front-line trenches on 
the slopes above the valley of the Ancre. 


~ (a) November Ist-7th—4 killed, 2 wounded. November 13th-19th—nil. November 25th-December Ist—2 killed, 


4 wounded. December 7th-December 13th—2 wounded. December 2Ist-December 27th—nil, also 1] man 
wounded on December 17th. Total November and December 1916—6 killed, 9 wounded. 

(b) The Battalion relieved respectively the 1/8th and the 1/6th R. Warwickshire. 

(c) Owing to a succession of foggy days, our artillery had been unable to ‘* register ” and the barrage fell behind the 
raiding party as they lay out in ‘* No Man’s Land ” waiting for ‘‘ Zero.” 

(d) For their bravery in this raid Lieutenant Wallace received the M.C., Sergeant Jones the D.C.M., and Ptes. W. J. 
Porter and L. W. Haycock the M.M. 

(e) On December 12th and 13th respectively. 

(f) The total casualties of the 1/8th Battalion during their last period in the trenches were 10 killed and z0, wounded. 


(g) On November 25th 2/Lt. H. J. Paddison M.C. had been wounded. 
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Those trenches, when taken over by the Battalion, were very complicated. They included 
portions of two or three trenches (notably ‘‘ Desire ” and ‘‘ Regina” Trenches) previously captured 
and hastily consolidated and connected. The line ran across a steep little valley, and in darkness 
and a thick mist it was not easy to be certain of the ground. It was not only our own men who were 
uncertain of the position. Shortly before dawn a German patrol stumbled up against the Worcester- 
shire line in the valley. Two prisoners were taken, a sergeant-major and a corporal of the German 
118th Regiment. They stated that their object had been to find what trenches we actually were 
holding. In the mist they had lost their way. 

Dawn broke in mist, but presently it was clear enough to see that the position held by the 
Battalion was about a mile to the south-east of the ruins of Grandcourt. Actually it was some 
distance to the east of the battleground of the 10th Battalion a fortnight before. 

That morning a systematic bombardment of the opposing trenches was carried out by all 
the British artillery in the Ancre area—more than five hundred (a) guns ranging in size up to the 
great 15-in. Howitzers. The enemy retaliated. Beneath the howling shells, the troops in the 
front-line trenches crouched in their cover: fortunately without heavier casualties than two killed 
and four wounded. 

After that final bombardment, things were fairly quiet in the trench-line above the Ancre. 
On the night of December 5th/6th the 2/8th were relieved by the 2/7th Worcestershire, and moved 
back into Wellington Huts (b). On December 10th the 2/7th Battalion also were relieved (c) 
and moved back across the river to huts near Martinsart. There they found the 2/8th Battalion, 
which on that same day had moved in from Wellington Huts. 

Two days later the 183rd Brigade moved further back into reserve, the 2/7th Worcestershire 
finding billets in Hedauville and the 2/8th Worcestershire in Varennes. After a short period of training 
the two Battalions returned to Martinsart on December 22nd and busied themselves on numerous 
working parties. 


After the close of the heavy fighting on the Somme, it was decided that the British Fourth 
Army should extend its front further to the right, and orders were issued early in December that 
the British XIVth Corps should relieve the French in the line from Les Boeufs to Saillisel. Later 
in the month the British XVth Corps was to extend the front further to the southward by taking 
over from our Allies the line from Saillisel to the River Somme. 

The XVth Corps now included the two old regular Battalions of the Regiment, the Ist Battalion 
in the 8th Division, and the 2nd Battalion in the 33rd Division. 

At first the 8th Division remained as Corps Reserve in the back areas, and consequently until 
December 29th the Ist Worcestershire remained resting and training at Aumont (d). No particular 
event marked that period except some very unpleasant days of training in rain and snow. 


While the Ist Battalion was training, the 2nd Battalion was again in action. The 33rd 
Division moved forward during the first week of December to take over the southern sector of the 
new front of the XVth Corps. Since November 10th the 2nd Worcestershire had been resting 
and training at Longpré (¢). On December 4th (f) the Battalion quitted their billets and entrained 
at Longpré Station. That evening the Battalion detrained at Mericourt and marched forward to 
billets at Morlancourt. 

Thence on the following day the Battalion moved by slow stages into the new areas, moving 
forward from camp to camp near Bray on the banks of the Somme until, on December 9th, the 100th 
Brigade took over from the French their allotted section of the line, and the 2nd Worcestershire 
telieved the 2nd Battalion of the French 37th Regiment in support trenches near Le Priez Farm. 
On the night of December 11th/12th the Battalion relieved the 9th H.L.I. in the front line. There 
the trenches held by the Battalion faced the big shattered wood of St. Pierre Vaast, along the edge 
of which ran the enemy’s trench-line. The weather was bad and the trenches were wet and uncom- 
fortable. The troops suffered severely. The enemy, equally unhappy, showed little hostility 
and there were few actual casualties (g) during four days in the front line; but “trench foot” 
and frost bite claimed many victims (A). 


(a) Actually 507. 

(6) Casualties 2/8th Worcestershire, December Ist-6th—8 killed, 2 officers and 11 men wounded. 
Casualties 2/7th Worcestershire, December 6th-10th-—-3 killed, 12 wounded. 

(c) By the Royal Warwickshire of the 182nd Brigade. 

(4) The Battalion had detrained at Airaines on November 20th and had marched to billets at Aumont. 

(e) The Battalion had detrained at Airaines on November 10th and had marched to billets in Longpré. 

(f) This is the date given in the Brigade diary. The Battalion diary says 3rd December. 

(g) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire, December 9th-14th—2 killed, 1 officer (Lieut. S. W. Jones, on night 11th/12th) 
and 2 men wounded. 

(4) 85 evacuated on December 15th. 


213 


2/71H 


?/81nH 


1st 


2ND 


2NnD 


3rp 


2ND 


1st 


THE SOMME 1916. Dec. 1916 


After a four days rest (December 14th/18th) the 100th Brigade took over trenches to the 
right of those previously held and came into line immediately north of Bouchavesnes. After three 
days in support position at Petit Bois, the 2nd Worcestershire went into the front line on the night 
of December 22nd/23rd. 


The third Christmas Day of the War was cold and wet. Dawn found the 2nd Worcestershire 
facing the enemy’s fire before St. Pierre Vaast Wood. The opposing artillery were active during 
the day, and three men of the Battalion were killed. ~ 


Far to the northward, near Armentiéres, the 3rd Worcestershire also spent their Christmas 
Day in the trenches. On December 2Ist the Battalion had relieved the 8th Loyals in the line at 
Le Touquet and there the Worcestershire remained until December 27th. The line was quiet, but 
the troops suffered from the bad weather. Christmas Day brought no casualties, but after dark 
all ranks were brought to the alert by a sudden thunder of gun-fire about a mile to the northward, 
where the 11th Cheshire made a raid on the enemy’s line. 


The other Battalions of the Regiment spent a more cheerful Christmas. The Ist Battalion, 
in billets at Aumont, the 4th Battalion at Molliens Vidame, and the 10th Battalion at Gezaincourt, 
made merry as best they could, as also did the 1/7th Battalion, then billetted in Albert. 

A mile north-east of that historic town the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion spent the day in dugouts 
on the western slope of Usna Hill. After the battle of the Ancre the 63rd Division had moved right 
back to rest and train, and the 14th Worcestershire after a short rest at Forceville (November 16th- 
18th) had marched by stages (a) 56 miles westward to Rue. There, close to the sea coast, the Bat- 
talion had remained in pleasant billets till late December. On December 22nd the Battalion had 
moved by train from Rue to Albert and had marched thence to the Usna Hill dugouts, for work 
in Aveluy Wood and on the Thiepval—Poziéres Road. On Christmas Day the work was suspended 
and in spite of the bad weather a cheerful day was passed. 

Further forward, in the mud of Fricourt Camp, the 1/8th Battalion ceased work as far as was 
possible and did their best to enliven their depressing surroundings. 

The 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire at Martinsart could not altogether cease their duties 
of finding working parties in the forward area ; but work was lightened as much as possible and 
luckily no casualties were incurred. On returning to billets the troops were cheered by a Christmas 
visit from the Army Commander, Sir Hubert Gough. 


Between Christmas Day and the New Year many moves took place. 

On Boxing Day the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved from the front-line trenches (6), and 
struggled out of the mud and slush to positions in reserve. There the troops had hot tea and changed 
their boots. Then the companies marched to Maurepas, where busses met the Battalion and carried 
them to a crowded camp beyond Bray. After twenty-four hours rest the Battalion moved back by 
train to Longpré and marched thence to billets at Ailly; where, on December 28th, the 2nd 
Worcestershire settled down to rest and train. 


On the following day (December 29th) the Ist Worcestershire moved forward into the area 
which the 2nd Worcestershire had left. The 8th Division was moving up to take the place of the 
33rd Division in the XVth Corps Line. The Battalion entrained at Airaines and reached camp 
near Bray before nightfall of the same day. 


On Boxing Day orders were issued for the Territorial Battalions of the 48th Division to move 
back for rest and training. As a preparatory move the 1/7th Worcestershire moved on December 
28th from Albert westward to Millencourt. Then on the 3Uth the whole of the 144th Brigade moved 
back. The 1/8th Battalion joyfully quitted Fricourt Camp and marched by Bresle to Baisieux, 
where they found the 1/7th Battalion also billetted; both Battalions settled down to training. 


(a) November 19th, by Acheux and Beauquesne to Candas. November 20th, by Fienvillers to Autheux. 
November 21st, by Bernaville to Prouville. November 22nd, to Hiermont. November 23rd, to Neuilly 
l'Hopital. | November 24th, to Rue. 

(b) By the 14th H.L.I. of the 40th Division. 
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While the “ First-Line ” Territorials were moving back, the “ Second-Line ” Battalions were 
still in the forward Zone. On December 28th the 183rd Brigade again moved forward. The 
2/8th Worcestershire took over Wellington Huts, and the 2/7th Worcestershire, after a toilsome 
progress, again took over trenches above Grandcourt—the same line of trenches as the Battalion had 
held a fortnight before. Those trenches were thenceforward held by the Battalion, without notable 
incident, until the beginning of January. 
ae Behind them the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion remained labouring on working parties about Usna 


The 4th Worcestershire in their billets at Molliens Vidames, and the 10th Worcestershire 
at Gezaincourt remained resting and training until well into the New Year. 


The 3rd Battalion in the front line, December 1916. 
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Chapter XII. THE CONQUEST OF BAGHDAD. 


during the Summer and Autumn of 1916. The disastrous campaign for the relief of Kut 

had left both the opposing armies exhausted ; and the heat of the ensuing months had been 

too severe to permit much movement of troops. So both armies, British and Turkish, 
lay quiet and waited for the cooler weather of Winter. 


9 [ Mesopotamia the 9th Battalion of the Regiment had seen no fighting of any importance 
TH 


We have already told how, in anticipation of the Winter and of the fighting it would bring, 
the 13th Division, including the 9th Worcestershire, had been drawn back from the front to training 
camp at Amara. There training was carried on keenly throughout October and November ; and by 
the end of the latter month the 13th Division was once more in good fighting trim. 

Then the move forward to the front began. The troops marched in small columns of all arms, 
The 9th Worcestershire and 7th North Staffordshire, together with a Brigade of Field Artillery and 
a long train of transport, formed the second column of the Division and marched north-westward 
along the river banks by easy stages, covering the miles from Amara to the front in ten days(a). 
The march was begun on November 29th in hot sun and sand ; on December 8th the last stage was 
completed in rain and mud ; and the march ended at “Twin Canals,” a post on a desolate plain covered 
for the most part with six inches of muddy slush, in which the camp was pitched. Despite the 
dreary surroundings all were in good fettle and high spirits. “If my men fight as they have 
marched,’ recorded an officer of the Battalion, ‘‘ they are sure to do well.” The 9th Worcestershire 
now mustered 29 officers and 824 other ranks—a strong battalion once more. 


The pusition of the Turkish Army holding Kut-al-Amara was somewhat unusual. As during 
the previous campaign, the Turkish forces were disposed on both banks of the River Tigris. On the 
left, or northern, bank the enemy were still holding the strong position of Sannaiyat which had 
defied so many attacks. On the right, or southern, bank, the enemy forces had been withdrawn 
several miles to an entrenched position close to Kut itself. The enemy’s right wing was thus 
considerably further back than was their left wing ; but the natural strength of the left wing position 
was very great, and its communications were ensured by an elaborate system of entrenchments 
along the northern bank of the river from Sannaiyat to Kut. 

The Turkish Army consisted nominally of five Divisions (b), but those Divisions were not 
up to strength, and the Turkish Army was not nearly so well equipped or supplied as was the opposing 
British force of four strong Divisions (c). On the whole the British were superior, both in numbers 
and in armament, but that superiority was not so great as to ensure success in attack unless skilfully 
directed. Fortunately in Sir Stanley Maude (d) the British Army had a leader capable of making 
the most of the superiority of the force under his command. 

General Maude decided to strike at the Turkish right flank, to envelop and crush the enemy 
forces south of the Tigris and then to cross the river and cut off the rest of the enemy’s forces from 
their base. In adopting this plan he ran the risk that his own line of communications might be cut 
by a sally from Sannaiyat ; but to avert that danger he trusted to the strength of the British defences 
opposite that position and to the protection afforded to his northern flank, as well as to the northern 
flank of the enemy, by the great Suwaikiya Marsh. However it was essential for success that the 
full scope of the new plan should not be divined by the enemy. So a series of bombardments 
and feint attacks at Sannaiyat were to be carried on while the main attack went forward on the 
southern side. 

Such was the outline of the plan. The first stage was the envelopment of the enemy’s right 
flank, and that operation was commenced in the middle of December. 


Southwards from Kut-al-Amara runs a deep water-course, the Shatt-al-Hai or River Hai. 
That river, in reality a branch of the Tigris, runs across the low-lying plain of Mesopotamia to join 


(a) Stages of the march were as follows (distances are approximate) :— 


Nov. 29th. 4 miles to Bustan Taific. Dec. 4th. 11 miles to Ali Gharbi. 
3Uth. 8 miles to Abad Ali. 5th. 9 miles to Beit Fahad. 
Dec. Ist. 11 miles to Kumait. 6th. 9 miles to Musadag. 
2nd. 14 miles to Ibniya. 7th. 12 miles to Sheikh Sa’ad. 
3rd. 11 miles to Killab Hussain. 8th. 10 miles to Twin Canals. 


(5) Estimated to total about 20,800 with 70 guns. 

(c) The 3rd Indian and 7th Indian Divisions, forming the Ist Indian Corps ; and the 13th Division and the newly- 
formed 14th Indian Division forming the 2nd Indian Corps. 

(@) General Maude had received the K.C.B. for his services in command of the 13th Division in the preceding campaign. 
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Dec. 1916. THE ADVANCE TO THE HAI. 


the Euphrates at Nasiriya. In summer the watercourse of the Hai is dry, but in January there is 
some water in the river bed, enough for drinking although not enough to impede a crossing. Asa 
first move, General Maude decidea to extend the left flank of his army to the banks of the Hai. 

To deceive the enemy as to his intentions the British Commander ordered a heavy bombard- 
ment of the Sannaiyat position. The enemy hastily reinforced the threatened flank. Once that 
movement was well under way, the force detailed to seize the position on the Hai was set in motion. 

To meet the possibility of such a turning movement, the Turkish right flank had been strongly 
entrenched at the junction of the River Hai with the Tigris. The Turkish entrenchments formed a 
salient, about half a mile in depth, the apex of the salient being on the watercourse of the Hai. About 
amile west of that position a Turkish floating bridge spanned the Tigris. 


The 13th Division was entrusted with the initial advance. The Division was to advance 
under cover of darkness from Dujaila to Atab, and thence to work forward up the line of the Hai 
to the enemy’s entrenched position. Behind them the 14th Division would occupy the old Turkish 
position, now abandoned, between the River Hai and Dujaila. At the same time the British Cavalry 
would move further southward, would cross the Hai at Basrugiya, and would then wheel round 
the enemy’s position and attack the floating bridge. The subsequent sequence of events could 
not exactly be foreseen, but the intention was at once to begin systematic operations for the reduction 
of the Turkish defences on the southern bank of the Tigris. 


The 9th Worcestershire, after three days rest in the camp at Twin Canals, received orders 
for their part in the forthcoming operations. At nightfall of December 12th the 39th Brigade 
assembled and marched forward to Sinn Abtar. There the Brigade bivouacked in the low ground of 
the Dujaila Depression. In such cover as that depression afforded the troops lay all through the 
next day, whilst away to the right the continuous boom of guns told of the feint against Sannaiyat. 
Next evening (December 13th) the real advance began. 

As soon as it was dark the troops of the 13th Division began to move. At about 6.0 p.m. 
the 39th Brigade advanced from their cover to the appointed assembly position at Imam-al-Mansur. 
There the force formed up. 

The plan for the advance of the 13th Division demanded careful adjustment. The 39th 
Brigade were to form the Divisional Reserve. In front of them the 38th Brigade would act as 
advanced guard and would occupy a position (a) to cover the march of the 40th Brigade away to 
the left, which would seize Atab and would then bridge the Hai. 


At 3.0 a.m. the advance began. The 39th Brigade marched forward across country on a 
compass bearing. The battalions marched in line of companies in fours, with as much silence as was 
possible. The ground was rough and two deep nullahs had to be crossed, but the direction was 
well maintained and eventually the Brigade came to a halt in its allotted position (b). 

Dawn was now lighting the sky behind them. News came from both front and flank that 
the other Brigades had successfully done their work. Presently (7.0 a.m.) came orders for the 39th 
Brigade to advance. 

The Brigade moved forward a short distance (c): then further orders were issued. The 9th 
Worcestershire and 7th Gloucestershire would push on through the outpost line of the 38th Brigade 
and would advance along the River Hai to Bassouia Ford, the Worcestershire on the eastern and 
the Gloucestershire on the western bank. 

The two battalions moved off. The 9th Worcestershire passed through the outposts of the 
38th Brigade, deployed into fighting formation and advanced across country by slow stages, pausing 
at intervals to gain touch with the Gloucestershire, who, having further to go, fell somewhat behind. 
British cavalry could be seen in the morning light moving across country away to the west, for the 
turning movement of the cavalry force through Basrugiya had been successfully accomplished. 

That advance of the cavalry scared away any Turkish outposts along the Hai ; the 9th Worces- 
tershire met no opposition ; by midday the Bassouia Ford had been reached and a position there 
had been established. 

Meanwhile the cavalry on the western bank had been nearing the enemy’s entrenchments. 
Orders came for the 39th Brigade to continue the advance. The 7th Gloucestershire were brought 
across to the eastern bank, and the Worcestershire and Gloucestershire battalions together pushed 
on to the ford of Umm es Sa’ad. There the troops again dugin. They had as yet met no opposition, 
although firing could be heard away to their left front. Clearly the cavalry were in action. To 
assist the cavalry, the 7th North Staffordshire, hitherto in reserve, were sent forward. Eventually 
the cavalry fell back, and the attempt to advance further was given up. The troops were vcry tired 
and slept on the ground they had entrenched (a). 


(a) R.8. to Q.7. on the map.. (6) Q.3. (c) toR. 6. (d) Line night 14/15th was Umm es Sa’ad—R.8. 
“ Here we waited till the day broke, watching the flashes of the guns at Sannaiyat....and listening to their 
distant rumble” (N.J.A.) 
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Next morning (December 15th) came orders for the 38th and 39th Brigades to advance up the 
eastern bank of the Hai towards the enemy’s entrenchments. After a sharp skirmish with some 
Arab snipers, the advance began about 10.0 a.m. The 9th Worcestershire were detailed as support 
to the Brigade. The troops in front of them came into action and there was heavy firing; but 
the 9th Worcestershire were kept back in rear till almost midday. Then orders came for two 
companies to be sent forward to fill a gap which had opened between the inner flanks of the two 
Brigades (near the “ Low Ground.’’) Accordingly “‘ C’’ and “ D”’ Companies under Major Gibbon 
moved up to the right flank of the 39th Brigade and were put under the command of the 7th 
Gloucestershire. 

As Major Gibbon’s two companies advanced, they were met by a sharp fire of shrapnel and 
of heavier shells(a) ; but the Worcestershire platoons continued their advance across the open until 
they were in line with the 7th Gloucestershire, who were lying deployed within 500 yards of the 
enemy's position. The Turkish trenches were strongly held and well protected by wire. The 
two Worcestershire companies came into action, fire being kept up by the Lewis guns while the 
remainder of the two companies dug cover with their entrenching tools. 

As they lay working for dear life, the Turkish high explosive burst among the labouring 
soldiers and shrapnel was rained upon them. Men were hit right and left. Private J. Merritt had 
almost dug himself into shelter when he saw that the man next him was badly wounded and helpless. 
Private Merritt dragged the wounded man into the cover he himself had made, took the other's 
place in the open and commenced to dig in afresh (bd). 

Gradually the survivors made cover for themselves, but before they were reasonably secure 
the losses had been very heavy. Of the two companies over a hundred had been killed or wounded(c) 
before darkness fell; but the rest held firm and remained in good fighting trim. 


While Major Gibbon’s two companies had thus been under fire, the remainder of the 9th 
Worcestershire had moved forward, and by nightfall had established a support position some 500 
yards behind the front line of their Brigade(d@). By dawn next day the position of the British forces 
on the eastern bank of the Hai was fairly secure. 

The next step was to establish a proper position on the western bank, where the cavalry 
had been operating. It was necessary that the cavalry should be relieved before the enemy had time 
to organise a counter-thrust. So next day (December 16th) the 39th Brigade were ordered to 
send their supporting battalion to establish a position on the western bank. Accordingly, during 
that afternoon, the 9th Worcestershire (e) made their way across the river bed on the Hai and 
took up an outpost line on the further side (f). The Battalion came under distant rifle fire, while 
crossing the river and one or two men were hit. 

That night there was a general shift of position. The 38th Brigade took over all ground 
east of the Hai. The 39th Brigade and the 40th Brigade moved west of the Hai and took up an 
outpost line running south-westward from a shattered heap of masonry, known as the ‘ Pointed 
Ruin,’ in preparation for a whecling movement up against the Turkish positions. The 9th Worces- 
tershire were to be on the extreme right of this line, holding the bank of the Hai by the Pointed Ruin 
itself. 

That night “C” and “ D” Companies rejoined the Battalion. All night (g) the troops 
laboured at entrenching defensive posts along the new outpost line (/). 

Next day (17th) came orders to advance. The enemy’s defences straight in front were 
strongly held, but further to the west the enemy did not appear to be in any great force in the 
further loop of the river which was known as ‘The Dahra Bend.’ So orders were issued for the 
13th Division to wheel forward its left flank to envelop the Turkish position. The wheel was to 
pivot on the Pointed Ruin, and all troops were to gain as much ground as possible, as a preliminary 
to a deliberate attack. 

Just north of the Pointed Ruin was a deep little nullah, which ran parallel to the Turkish 
front line and offered a good position. As soon as it was dark, the 9th Worcestershire pushed forward 
and seized that nullah. It proved to be about thirteen feet deep and was entrenched under a sharp 


(a) No other troops were moving at the time and consequently the Turkish artillery concentrated upon them. 

(b) Pte. J. Merritt was awarded the D.C.M. He had joined the battalion has a recruit four days previously. 

(c) Killed, Capt. P. L. C. Lucas (Ist R. Sussex attached) and 24 men. Wounded, 4 officers (Lt. C. W. John, 2/Lts. 
F. D. Drewitt, H. C. K. Bidlake, E. P. Coles) and 82 other ranks. Missing, 8. 2/Lts. Drewitt and Bidlake 
though wounded refused to go back and remained at duty for two days longer. 

(d) R.17 to Q. 8 on the map. 

(e) Major Gibbon’s two companies had not yet rejoined. 

(f) Q. 10. to R. 19 on the map. 

(g) Before joining the remainder of the Battalion at this work, ‘‘C "and “ D "’ Companies were allowed two hours 
test—their first rest since dawn of the 15th. 

(4) The line was thinly held. The 9th Worcestershire alone held a front of 1,600 yards...... 
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sniping fire. The work was difficult, for the troops were now exhausted from lack of rest. Eventually 
the position held by the Battalion extended along the nullah for some 800 yards. Then the 9th 
Royal Warwickshire continued the line. Still further to the left were the other battalions of the 
39th Brigade, the 7th North Staffordshire and 7th Gloucestershire (a). 


During the next week the energics of the Brigade were concentrated on the work of 
entrenching the new position and strengthening it for defence. The position along the nullah 
masked the apex of the enemy’s entrenched position, which was now becoming known as ‘ The Hai 
Salient,” and enabled small bodies of our troops to carry out reconnaissance and minor operations 
against the line of the river further west ; but until the Hai Salient had been reduced and the 
enemy had been driven across to the other bank it would not be possible to move larger forces further 
west without grave risk. ; 

Even as it stood the situation was somewhat precarious, and in order to give greater depth 
to the defence one half of the 9th Worcestershire—‘ C ’’ and ‘‘ D ’ Companies under Major Gibbon— 
were drawn back from the line on December 20th into Brigade Reserve. Those two companies 
were employed on the construction of rear lines of defence, including a group of large dugouts which 
became known as ‘‘ Worcester City.” There those two companies spent their Christmas ; and there 
they were joined next day by the remainder of the Battalion, who had made such cheer as was 
possible in the front line the second Christmas spent by the Battalion under the fire of the 
enemy. 

The withdrawal of the Battalion to ‘“‘ Worcester City” proved to be preliminary to a re- 
adjustment of the position, and the establishment of a defensive flank to the left (6) in order to 
afford greater security against a possible attack from the west ; for the enemy were now bringing 
troops into the broken ground on the western flank of the Hai Salient, and were establishing strong 
positions in the Dahra Bend. 

During that period of hard work on the entrenchments there were many minor incidents. 
Between the British position in the nullah and the Turkish trenches at the apex of the Hai Salient 
the ground was rough and broken, with much brushwood, which afforded good cover for snipers and 
an opportunity for stalking by opposing patrols. For example, on the night of December 21/22nd a 
patrol of the 9th Worcestershire left the right flank of the line near the river. Five minutes of 
cautious advance brought them so close to the enemy’s trenches that the whole Turkish line broke 
into a blaze of musketry, three machine-guns joining in the riot. Fortunately the patrol, lying 
flat, escaped loss, though the firing roused all troops for miles around. When it died down, the patrol 
began to make their way back. They were stalked by a hostile patrol who cut off their retreat. 
The Worcestershire corporal (c) ordered his men to fix bayonets, and charged the enemy; who 
scattered. The plucky little patrol regained our lines with no greater loss than two wounded. 

That incident was typical of many such encounters, for both sides were active ; the British 
to win their way forward and the Turks to hold their ground. Gradually the British forces gathered 
Strength for the decisive attack. On December 28th the losses of the Battalion were made good 
by a large draft(d). On that same day “C” and “ D” Companies under Major Gibbon were again 
detached and were moved to the left to aid in the entrenchment of the new defensive flank. On 
the last day of the year the remainder of the Battalion joined Major Gibbon’s two companies in their 
new position. 


Throughout the first fortnight of 1917 the gunfire of the British artillery increased in intensity, 
while preparations were made for a systematic attack on the Hai Salient. After a fortnight in the 
flanking defences (e) and in reserve at ‘‘ Worcester City” the Battalion again took over (f) the 
former position on the right of the line, abutting on the banks of the Hai. , 

In preparation for attack on the Hai Salient a system of trenches was now being prepared in 
front of the nullah by the Pointed Ruin. Those trenches were constructed in successive parallel 
lines, to act as assembly trenches for the proposed attack. Their construction was pushed on with 
allspeed, by sapping in daylight and by digging in the open at night(g), until half the gap between the 


(a) Left flank of Brigade was on P.27. 

(0) From P.27 to Q.17. 

(c) Unfortunately the name of this brave N.C.O. is not recorded in the Battalion Diary. 

(d) 3 officers (2/Lts. C. H. West, J. M. Jones, and P. W. Harrington) and 105 other ranks. 

(e) The Battalion was relieved from the flanking defences by the 37th Dogras on January 11th and marched back 
to ‘‘ Worcester City ’’ (R.19) where the Battalion remained till January 15th. 

(f) From the 7th North Staffordshire on January 15th. 

(g) That digging by night was very dangerous. The digging parties were under the close fire of the enemy and 
casualties were frequent, especially among the subalterns in charge of the work. 2/Lt. P. W. Harrington 
was killed on the night of January 15th/16th and 2/Lt. A. A. Pine was killed on the following night. 
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THE HAI SALIENT. Jan.1917, 


were within 300 yards of the enemy’s front line, and assault was possible. The new trenches stretched 
row behind row ; ‘‘ Queen’s Trench,” ‘“‘ King’s Trench,” “‘ Emperor’s Trench,”’ they were entitled. 
Headquarters of the 9th Worcestershire were established in the front line by the river bank. 

Heavy rain on January 22nd postponed operations but the postponement enabled arrange- 
ments to be made even more complete. 

None doubted that a hard fight was in prospect. It was certain that the enemy would make 
every effort to hold their position. Our airmen had reported new lines of trenches under con- 
struction within the Hai Salient and it was certain that the defenders had been strongly reinforced(a). 

The attack was planned in two phases ; a preliminary attack against the southern apex of 
the Hai Salient by the 39th and 40th Brigades on the western and eastern banks respectively, 
followed by an attack of the 38th Brigade against the Salient’s eastern face. 


The attack of the 39th Brigade on the western bank of the Hai was to be made by two battalions, 
the 9th Worcestershire and 7th North Staffordshire. The other two battalions of the Brigade would 
be ready to reinforce. 

On the night of January 24th/25th the two attacking battalions concentrated in the forward 
trenches ; by 9.0 a.m. next morning all was ready. 


BATTLE OF KUT-AL-AMARA, 1917.* 


At 9.30 a.m. on January 25th the British artillery opened a sudden intense bombardment 
against the enemy’s second line defences; five minutes later the guns shortened their range 
and hailed shell in the enemy’s front line. At 9.40 a.m. (6) the attacking troops scrambled over 
the parapets and surged forward. 

In splendid order the waves of bayonets (c) swept over the open, under a fierce fire of 
shrapnel and machine-guns. Losses were heavy: over a hundred fell while crossing the open 
ground. The advance was continued until the leading wave was within fifty yards of the shells 
bursting along the enemy’s front trench. Then the leading line lay down and the remainder 
conformed. 

At 9.51 am., after a final storm of shells, the British guns lifted their fire. At once the 
platoons rose to their feet and dashed forward with the bayonet. There was some wild shooting 
and bayonetting along the trench, but in a few minutes all resistance was at anend. The enemy's 
front line had been won, and the work of consolidation was at once commenced. Losses and trophies 
were counted. A Turkish trench mortar had been captured ; on the other hand the loss, especially 
in leaders, had been heavy. Only four officers had reached the trench, Captain E. K. Myles, V.C., 
Captain G. W. Callender, Lieutenant N. J. Ainsworth and 2/Lieutenant P.S. Beauchamp. At once 
they set to work to organise a defence, for counter-attack was certain. A gallant party of 
signallers succeeded in laying a telephone wire by which Captain Myles kept up communication with 
Battalion Headquarters. 2/Lieutenant F. D. Drewitt with his platoon of “C’’ Company went 
out from ‘“‘ Queen’s Trench” to dig a communication trench forward along the river bank to join 
“ Queen’s Trench” with the captured line. Under a concentrated fire the brave platoon worked 
on until the subaltern and all but eight of his men had been hit ; then orders were sent for them to 
abandon the attempt (d). : 

On the left, one company of the 7th North Staffordshire had likewise won the enemy’s front 
line, but on the Staffordshire’s further flank was an awkward trench-junction exposed to a concentric 
attack ; and about midday such an attack developed. Pressing down several communication trenches 
Turkish bombers attacked the North Staffordshire company from every direction. The counter- 
attack was assisted by cross-fire from a large trench-howitzer which the enemy brought into action 
from a concealed position on the river bank. The position of that trench-howitzer could not be 
exactly located, although it was but little in advance of our line, but its fire was devastating (e). 


(a) The enemy's strength facing the attack was estimated as follows on January 21st :—Hai Salient—3,700 and 
4 guns. Kut Peninsula—1,700 and 29 guns. Shumran Bridgehead and the Dahra Bend—4,400 and 
18 guns. 

(b) Actually an eager platoon leader started off a minute too soon, and the remainder of the line conformed. 

(c) Three companies of the 9th Worcestershire attacked, each in four waves, one platoon in each wave. “C” 
Company was held back in reserve. 

(d) 2/Lt. F. D. Drewitt was awarded the M.C. 

(e) At times four or five large bombs could be seen in the air at a time. 

(*) In the official list of engagements the opening date of the battle is given as January 9th ; but this was the first 
actual attack in which the Regiment took part. 
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The Arch at Ctesiphon (see page 225). 
The 9th Worc. watching the crossing of the Tigris, 

23rd Feb. 1917 (see page 223). 
The Flooded Camp at ‘Twin Canals’ (see page 216). 


LT. COLONEL W. D. 


GIBBON, 


D.S.O., 


M.C, 


(9) 


(2) LT. COLONEL W. F. O. FAVIELL, D.S.O. 
(3 & 5) The 9th Wore. marching in the pursuit to Baghdad 
(see pages 224-5). 
7) In the) Trenches, facing (the Hai Salient. 
Kut-al-Amara seen from across the Tigris (/mé.)War Musewm Copyright) 
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Shattered by the great bombs and attacked from every side, the North Staffordshire, after 
a most gallant struggle, gave way and fell back across the open, carrying back with them the left 
flank of “‘ B’’ Company of the 9th Worcestershire. 

The remainder of ‘“‘ B’’ Company held firm, as also did ‘“‘ A’’ Company in the centre under 
Captain Myles and most of ‘‘ D’’ Company on the right, under Captain Callender. The latter young 
otticer showed the greatest bravery. Although severely wounded early in the fight, he remained 
in command at a saphead and threw bombs until he was a second time severely wounded. He 
sull refused to retire and eventually was killed. His courage had a great moral effect on all around ; 
and he was rightly recommended for a posthumous Victoria Cross (a). 

On seeing the retirement of the left of the line, Lieut.-Colonel W. F. O. Faviell, commanding 
the 9th Worcestershire, dashed out into the open and rallied the retiring troops. Ordering forward 
the Battalion Reserve, “‘C’’ Company, he led the rallied troops forward to the enemy’s trench. 
Colonel Faviell was wounded in that second advance, but remained in command till he had seen 
the trench reoccupied and the situation restored (0). 

Meanwhile the 9th Royal Warwickshire had been ordered forward from Brigade reserve. 
Gallantly led by their C.O. in person, two companies of the Royal Warwickshire rushed across the 
open, joined the 9th Worcestershire in the enemy’s front line and fought bravely in the struggle 
which had now been renewed at the trench junction. In crossing the open the Royal Warwickshire 
Colonel was killed, and at the trench junction their advance was stayed (c). 

Then for a while the Turkish counter-attacks died down. The guns of both sides kept up 
an intense fire, and the losses of the Turks in the crowded salient must have been heavy ; but they 
were not prepared to accept defeat, and about 3.0 p.m. a second counter-attack developed. Once 
more the destructive trench-howitzer came into action from the river bank, and the Turkish bombers 
attacked the trench-junction from all sides. 

The 9th Royal Warwickshire withstood the attack as bravely as the 7th North Staffordshire 
had done ; but once more the combination of fire from all sides shattered the defence. Step by 
step the Royal Warwickshire were driven back. A similar attack gradually wore down the resistance 
of the 9th Worcestershire near the river. Of the four Worcestershire officers in the captured position 
Captain Callender and 2/Lieutenant Beauchamp had by now been killed; Captain Myles was 
wounded but continued to direct the defence. Lieutenant Ainsworth fought with great gallantry, 
mounting a Lewis-gun on top of the parapet and firing it in the open. 

Amid many brave men the action of Private T. Coyne of the Battalion signallers was con- 
spicuous. For five hours he maintained telephone communication from the captured trench under 
a constant fire of bombs and shells. When at last the enemy’s bombers forced him to abandon his 
position, Private Coyne, although wounded, calmly disconnected his instrument and brought it 
back with him (d). 

At length, about 3.15 p.m., ammunition began to give out. The remnant of the Royal 
Warwickshire fell back from the left flank of the trench and retired across the open. As they retired 
the leaderless platoons of the 9th Worcestershire fell back in line with them. The men were too 
exhausted or too careless of life to double ; they tramped back across the open at a steady walk 
although the enemy’s guns were shelling fiercely. When they reached the British front line they 
filed into the trench, occupied it, and prepared for defence. Captain Myles, wounded but still in 
command, came back with one of the last parties (e). Even later, after dusk, Lieut. Ainsworth 
came back, carrving his Lewis-gun. He was the only officer of the attacking companies who 
returned unhit (f). 

Only a remnant had come back ; over 900 of the Brigade had fallen. The artillery of both 
sides pounded the opposing trench lines savagely for another hour. Then the firing died down 
and on the front west of the Hai the battle ceased. Darkness fell, fresh troops of the 14th Division 
took over the battered trenches, and the survivors of the 9th Worcestershire marched back to 
“ Worcester City,” 


The attack of the 39th Brigade had been repulsed, but only after a fight which did the utmost 
honour to the troops engaged. ‘ The 9th Royal Warwickshire, 9th Worcestershire, and 7th North 
Staffordshire fought with the greatest gallantry,” wiote their Brigadier, ‘‘ Nothing could have been 


(a) Unfortunately, official approval for the award could not be obtained 

(b) For these and other services Colonel Faviell was subsequently awarded the D.S.U. Corporal W. J. Parsons, 
who behaved with conspicuous gallantry in this second attack, was awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) The Official History, following the account given in the Brigade Diary, gives the credit of recapturing the lost 
trenches to the 9th Royal Warwickshire. But all survivors of the 9th Worcestershire are agreed that the 
trenches had been regained before the Royal Warwickshire reached them. 

(d) Private Coyne was awarded the D.C.M. Throughout the battle great bravery was shown by Sergt. J. D. Young : 
who was awarded the D.C.M. The D.C.M. was also awarded to Pte G. H. Brass for brave work as a stretcher- 
bearer for two hours between the lines, and to Pte H. G. Mann for very gallant conduct in carrying messages. 

(e) For his gallantry in this fight Captain Myles was awarded the D.S.O. (f) Lieut. Ainsworth was subsequently 
awarded the M.C. 
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finer.'’ But honour had been purchased at a bitter cost. Of the 9th Worcestershire 12 officers (a) 
and $27 N.C.O's. (b) and men had been killed or wounded, and the other battalions had sufiered 
as heavily. 

That sacrifice had achieved its purpose. The bulk of the Turkish reserves had been used 
up in the effort to force back the 39th Brigade, and the attack of the 38th Brigade next day against 
the eastern flank of the Hai Salient was swiftly successful. Fresh troops of the 14th Division 
renewed the attack on the apex, and gradually worked their way forward through the shattered 
defences of the battle ground. Step by step the enemy were forced back and their best troops 
were killed off. 


Meanwhile the 39th Brigade had moved back to rest. The 9th Worcestershire, as we have 
told, had been relieved after dark on the evening of the attack and had gone back to their previous 
reserve position at ‘‘ Worcester City’ (R.19). Major W. D. Gibbon, M.C. took over command. 
The next few days were spent in reorganisation, salvage and burial parties. Five young officers 
from the 2nd Norfolks (c) were attached to the Battalion. 

By the beginning of February the southern half of the Hai Salient had been won. The 
enemy’s strongest defences had been broken ; but Turkish reinforcements were busy digging new 
entrenchments across the Dahra Bend between the Hai Salient and the Shumran Bridge. It was 
now decided to extend the left flank of the British attack to the river at the Shumran Bend. 

Hitherto the British left flank had been thrown back to guard against attack from the west. 
Now orders were given to the 39th Brigade to move up from reserve and carry the left flank forward. 


A, a preliminary movement, on the evening of February 2nd the Brigade took over the 
outpost line facing north-west (d). The 9th Worcestershire were in the centre of that line, with the 
7th Gloucestershire on the right and the 9th Royal Warwickshire on the left. 

Once the outpost line was secure, plans were made for the forward movement. The ground 
in front, although flat, was rough and was broken by deep nullahs. The enemy’s positions were some- 
what uncertain. The Turkish forces were not holding a continuous line but were occupying various 
outpost positions in the broken ground. Those outpost positions were to be captured. It was 
decided to affect the capture of those posts by local attacks at night. 

Before dawn on February 3rd the 7th Gloucestershire on the right front of the 39th Brigade 
endeavoured to establish their piquet line further forward ; but they met sharp opposition and could 
gain no ground. Later in the morning, the 14th Division attacked in full force along the banks of 
the Hai. The troops of the 39th Brigade further west were not actually engaged in that attack ; 
but all day long heavy firing continued in every direction and Turkish reinforcements could be 
seen making their way from the Shumran Bridge to support their comrades in the Hai trenches. 
The Turkish trenches acruss the Dahra Bend were not continuous, so that those reinforcements as 
they moved offered frequent targets to the machine-guns of the 39th Brigade. 

That night the Brigade line was reorganised. The 7th Gloucestershire were withdrawn 
into reserve and tiie 9th Worcestershire took over their position on the right of the line. 

From the Battalion’s new position a long nullah ran north-westward some two miles to the 
banks of the Tigris at the Shumran Bend. Advance up that nullah was barred by a series of Turkish 
posts, of which the two nearest were shown on the British maps as ‘‘ N.47.a.”’ and ‘ N, 47.” 

Plans were made by Major Gibbon and, in the afternoon of February 5th, ‘‘ A’’ Company of 
the 9th Worcestershire, under Captain N. J. Ainsworth, cautiously worked forward. By a skilful 
advance the Worcestershire platoons made their way up to the Turkish post and then charged with 
the bayonet. The enemy, some fifty in all, were surprised and routed. They fled precipitately, 
and the post was secured with only four casualties. A new position was taken up (e) and the route 
forward was reconnoitred. 

The ground, though more or less level on the surface, was obscured by dusty scrub and 
furrowed in every direction by dry nullahs, Along these natural trenches much bombing and patrol 
work went on during the next two days while the battle along the Hai raged in the distance, and 
plans were settled. Then, at 10.0 a.m. on February 9th, ‘‘ B’’ Company of the 9th Worcestershire _ 
suddenly attacked the Turkish post at “ N.47.”’ Led by Captain H. C. K. Bidlake, a most gallant 
boy of 19 years, the company charged across the open, while bombers worked up the nullah. The 


(a) Killed, Capt. E. H. Hiscock, Capt. G.W. Callender, 2/Lts. C. H. Taylor, P.S. Beaushamp, W. H. Trattles, J.W. H. 
Labbett (Lincolns, attached). Wounded, Lt. Col. W. F. O. Faviell, Capt. E. K. Myles, V.C., Lt. A. F. Alford, 
2/Lts. F. D. Drewitt, C. H. West, M.C. and E. P. Whitcombe. Lieut. C. J. Howell, formerly of the Battalion 
but seconded to the M.G.C. also was killed. Capt. E. W. S. Martin, R.A.M.C. attached to the Battalion was 
wounded. 

(b) 107 killed, 35 missing, 185 wounded, according to Battalion. Brigade figures are 101, 37, 190. 

(c) 2/Lts. E. Betts, W. K. W. Shand, E. de S. Palmer, S. E. Harrison, P. Child. 

(d) P.27 to Q.23. 


(e) N.47.a. to N.38. 
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Feb. 1917. PASSAGE OF THE TIGRIS. 


enemy (a) fled before the charging bayonets, and the Worcestershire lads pursued them up the 
nullahs and trenches to right and left. The posts at ‘‘ N.46”’ and ‘‘ N.46a’”’ were captured, together 
with much ammunition and stores. Once again the losses were slight—four in all. 

Next day (February 10th) the long struggle in the Hai Salient ended with the capture of the 
last Turkish trenches. The Liquorice Factory, over against Kut, was taken by the 14th Division. 
The Turkish forces south of the river were now confined to their hasty entrenchments in the Dahra 
Bend. Their opposition weakened in front of the 39th Brigade, and early next morning (February 
llth) patrols of the 9th Worcestershire working north-west along the nullahs met no enemy. 
Cautiously the patrols pushed on until they reached the banks of the Tigris (at M.30). 

Next day a further stretch of the river bank was secured including an abandoned Turkish post 
(at M.32) and on February 15th a sharp little fight carried the outposts of the Battalion still further 
along the river bank (0) (to M.33). Here touch was gained with the cavalry who had been operating 
further to the west. But the little success had been gained at bitter cost. 2/Lieut. W. B. Busby, an 
excellent officer, was mortally wounded, and the Battalion Medical Officer, Captain E. W. S. Martin 
R.A.M.C. who went to his aid, was also mortally wounded. ‘‘ No medical officer we ever had was 
more beloved by all, from the C.O. to the last joined sweeper of the native establishment,” wrote 
a senior officer of the Battalion, ‘‘ no trouble was ever too much for him, no risk to himself ever 
affected him.’’ 

Meanwhile the last remnants of the Turks who had been hemmed in within the Dahra Bend 
were being finished off. They had made a most gallant resistance, but their position was now 
hopeless, and by dawn of February 16th all was over. A few of the enemy escaped in boats or by 
swimming. The survivors of the remainder surrendered. In all some 2,000 prisoners had been 
taken. The Turkish forces south of the river had been destroyed. 

In no small measure that success was due to the enveloping movement of the 39th Brigade ; 
and the spearpoint of the Brigade had been the 9th Worcestershire. The other battalions of the 
Brigade had been more severely affected by the losses on January 25th and since then had hardly 
been used in the fighting line. The 9th Worcestershire had been continuously in front line from 
the 5th to the 16th of February. By that latter date the men were utterly worn out by lack of 
sleep ; but their spirit was high and they were proud of their success. 


The clearing of the southern bank of the river enabled the British Army to strike at the 
Turkish line of communication. Plans were made for a crossing at the Shumran Bend. To mislead 
the enemy a strong attack was made against Sannaiyat on the further flank. That attack, like 
its predecessors, was beaten back ; but the bulk of the Turkish Army was employed in that fight 
and there was little left to oppose the attack further west. 


During those final days of fighting the 9th Worcestershire remained near the river bank (c) 
at the Shumran Bend, firing intermittently with rifles and Lewis-guns at such of the enemy as showcd 
on the northern bank. At last came news that the passage would be attempted by the 14th Division 
before dawn on February 23rd. 

During the preceding twenty-four hours the activity of the enemy had died down, and there 
was little firing when the troops of the 14th Division moved down to the river bank that morning, 
in the darkness before the dawn. The leading troops were ferried across in pontoons, and a 
floating bridge was rapidly constructed (d). When the dawn broke the advanced troops of the 
14th Division were across the river. There was but little organised opposition. A Turkish detach- 
ment on the northern bank (at M.34) was hemmed in from the rear and caught in front by the 
fire of the 9th Worcestershire(e) from across the water. Presently they surrendered, about a hundred 
inall. The troops of the 14th Division moved on northwards out of sight. The 9th Worcestershire 
concentrated and waited in reserve, while guns and wagons clattered past over the newly-made 
Pontoon bridge. While they waited the troops enjoyed the luxury of washing in the river—the 
first real wash they had obtained since the operations had started. 

Not till the following day (February 24th) did the 39th Brigade move forward. The Brigade 
concentrated (at M.33) and then subsequently crossed the pontoon bridge, and marched forward to 
an assembly position in the Shumran Bend (K.64). That position was reached during the evening 
and in that neighbourhood the 13th Division concentrated in preparation for advance. News had 


(a) About half a company. 

(6) Casualties, 9th Worcestershire February 15th. Killed, Capt. E. W. S. Martin, R.A.M.C. attached, 2/Lts. Busby 
and J. M. Jones. Wounded 2men. On the map Points M.32 and M.33 have unfortunately become transposed. 

(c) For the most part the Battalion rested under cover in the nullahs around M.33. 

{d) At M. 32. (e) Including a heavy trench-mortar firing from the Battalion’s trenches. 
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VICTORY AT LAST. Feb. 1917. 


come in that Sannaiyat and Kut had been taken and that the Turkish army was in full retreat. 
Orders came that the cavalry were to move forward in pursuit, and that the 13th Division would 
march forward early next morning. 


The troops were in high spirits. By sheer dogged fighting they had broken both the defences 
and the morale of the enemy. At last the tide had turned. To the troops of the 39th Brigade the 
victory was especially welcome. Since August 1915 the Brigade had made attack after attack 
against Turkish positions. Each time, through no fault of their own, their attacks had been beaten 
back. Sari Bair, Sannaiyat, Bait Isa, the Hai Salient, had each exacted a bitter toll of lives. Now 
at last had come the victory for which those lives had been given. 


THE PURSUIT TO BAGHDAD. 


Early next morning (February 25th) the advance began ; and the 13th Division moved forward 
in march formation. The 38th Brigade were the advanced guard, and the 39th Brigade formed part 
of the main body; so the 9th Worcestershire tramped forward in column of route (a) with no 
further indication of battle than some distant firing. Everywhere the troops noted signs of the 
enemy’s hurried flight. Abandoned vehicles weapons and equipment were passed on every side. 

About midday the column crossed a large dry nullah which had been held by the enemy the 
night before. Soon afterwards came a check. The vanguard had been held up by a Turkish force 
holding an entrenched position a mile to the front. The check lasted till 2.0 p.m., with much firing 
in front. Then came word that the 38th Brigade was definitely held up: the 39th Brigade would 
advance past their right flank and would attack. 

The 39th Brigade advanced in “ artillery formation,” Gloucestershire and North Staffordshire 
in front line, 9th Worcestershire in support. When the right flank of the 38th Brigade was reached, 
the opposing enemy were found to be strongly posted in good cover some 600 yards in front. Their 
northern flank appeared to be opposite the right of the 38th Brigade. The 9th Worcestershire were 
brought forward to prolong the right of the line. Then the battalions of the 39th Brigade deployed 
and advanced. 

The advance was met by heavy fire, but the shooting of the Turks was wild and caused little 
loss. On the outer flank the 9th Worcestershire, brilliantly led by Major Gibbon, pressed forward 
rapidly, and the enemy to their front abandoned their trenches before the bayonets could 
close. Ina short time the defenders gave way all along the line (6). Before darkness fell the pursuit 
had reached a second line of trenches at Umm-el-Ajaj. There the troops halted for the night. 
Battalions were reorganised and losses counted. Those of the 9th Worcestershire were not 
zy heavy—some 20 in all: two officers had been killed (c) including the brave young Captain 

idlake. 

During the night the position was somewhat uncertain, for it was pitch-dark and there were 
no visible land marss, but at dawn (26th) patrols met no opposition. The enemy had retreated. 
The advance was resumed. Away to the right front the cavalry were in action, and before their 
pursuit the enemy rapidly retired. The troops of the 13th Division did not get into action. The 
day, however, was hot and the march was trying. By the time that the troops reached Sheikh Ja’ad 
(3.30 p.m.) all were very tired. A halt of three hours was made while the troops rested, washed, 
and ate. Then in the cool of the evening the march was resumed. By the river bank three Turkish 
heavy guns were passed, lying abandoned in shallow water. 

Meanwhile the transport of the battalions had fallen behind, since the mules had to be watered 
in the river. Marauding Arabs were watching the march, and a party of the 9th Worcestershire 
which had been left to guard a small dump of tools was presently attacked. The little party had 
a sharp fight before the marauders were driven off by other troops. 

Next morning (27th) the 13th Division stood fast. The 14th Division went past and continued 
the pursuit. A ten mile advance was made that afternoon, in trying dust, against a head wind. 
The troops were now very weary, and a day’s rest was allowed on February 28th. The supply 
columns had not caught up, and the troops had to eat their iron rations. 


(a) The Battalion was left flank guard to the column and marched along the river bank. 

(b) Some 340 Turkish prisoners were taken, and another 300 bodies counted. One 5.9” gun was captured. _ 

(c) Capt. H. C. K. Bidlake and Lt. J. W. Snowden. For his good work in this and the preceding fighting Major 
(A/Lt.-Col.) Gibbon was subsequently awarded the D.S.O. and Captain C. E. Sladden was awarded the M.C. 
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March 1913, THE CAPTURE OF BAGHDAD. 


Then followed a week of marching, tiring marching in heat and dust along the bank of the 
Tigris(a) interrupted for two days (March 3rd and 4th) by an enforced halt at Aziziya ; for the supplies 
again dropped behind, and the 9th Worcestershire had to make one iron ration last for two days 
before more food camein. The cavalry in front and the gunboats on the river were dealing effectively 
with all opposition, and there was little excitement for the marching regiments in rear, save the 
sight of prisoners returning and booty on every side as they advanced, as well as dead bodies and 
much debris at Lajj, where the cavalry had been engaged. Not till Ctesiphon was reached on 
March 6th did the 3J¥th Brigade come within close distance of the enemy. The firing was heard 
nearby in front (6) and a definite outpost line was taken up ; part of the linc ran through the famous 
Arch, the ruin of the Palace of King Chosroes. 

Next day the march was resumed, and that night the 9th Worcestershire bivouacked seven 
miles farther on, at Ja’ara. There the Battalion lay throughout the next day. In front the enemy 
were holding a strong position along the banks of the River Diala. 


For the next two days, fighting went on along the line of the Diala. That fighting fell to the 
38th Brigade. The 39th Brigade remaincd in reserve, and so the 9th Worcestershire saw but little 
of the operations. On the evening of March 9th, however, a call came for volunteers to row boats 
across the river to the attack. Many volunteered, and thirty of the Worcestershire were accepted. 
Those thirty took part in the successful operation that night by which the 38th Brigade were ferried 
over the Diala and the Turks were driven from their position. 

So soon as the crossing had been won, orders were sent for the 39th Brigade to advance. 
The 9th Worcestershire marched forward at 8.30 a.m. and crossed the Diala by a newly-made 
pontoon bridge during the early afternoon (c). The 39th Brigade now became the advanced guard 
of the Division and pushed forward towards Baghdad. 

In front of the city the enemy were holding a last line of trenches—the Tel Muhammad 
Position. As the Brigade neared that position, fire was opened by the enemy’s guns. Shrapnel 
and high-explosive burst around the advancing battalions. 

The 9th Royal Warwickshire formed the vanguard, and were held up about half-a-mile 
from the Turkish trenches. The 9th Worcestershire were ordered up into line on their right. The 
Battalion deployed, advanced, and came into action; but orders were received, not to push 
home the attack: the 40th Brigade in rear were marching to the right to outflank the enemy. 
After some firing, the line settled down for the night (d). Patrols were sent forward, and presently 
these reported that the enemy were withdrawing. The 39th Brigade advanced and occupied the 
abandoned trenches (e). 

Dawn showed the ground in front clear of opposition, and in the distance the minarets of 
Baghdad (f). Triumphantly the troops advanced. The 38th Brigade provided the advanced guard. 
The Yth Worcestershire marched at the head of the main body past the outskirts of the city 
and halted two milcs to the northward. Other battalions occupied the city and shot down a 
few looters in the streets. 

In front there was some distant firing as the cavalry hunted the Turkish rearguard. The 
day was hot and dusty, but the troops (g) were very happy ; they had reached their goal. 


Thereafter for a week the 9th Worcestershire remained in the same bivouac. On the day 
after the capture, a proportion of the troops were allowed to visit the conquered city, and on 


aan ae the whole Battalion was sent in, to clear up the streets and collect rifles and other 
salvage (h). 


(a) Route of 9th Worcestershire. March Ist, march to Umm-at-Tubul (14 miles). March 2nd to Aziziya (10 miles). 
March 3rd and 4th, halted at Aziziya. March 5th to Zeur (‘‘ a very weary march of 18 miles’’). March 6th 
to Ctesiphon (16 miles). 

(6) Distant firing had been heard the day before. 

(c) About 2.0 p.m. 

(d) Casualties, 9th Worcestershire March 10th were slight. Major C. E. Sladden was slightly wounded but rejoined 
two days later. 

(e) At 11.0 p.m. on the 10th according to Brigade; 1.30 a.m. on the 11th according to Division; and 5.0 am 
according to the Battalion Diary. 

(1) “ We..saw for the first time extensive palm plantations and cultivation, and presently, above the palms, the 
blue and gold cupolas and minarets of Baghdad" (N.J.A.) 

(s) The strength of the 9th Worcestershire on this date was 17 officers and 447 other ranks. 

(h) “A most interesting day.....the city is a regular rabbit warren, with squalor and ....wealth cheek by jowl.” 
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OPERATIONS BEYOND BAGHDAD. March—Aprit 911. 


The Turkish forces had fallen back to the northward.. Pursuit was organised as soon as 
supplies permitted. But supplies were not the only hampering consideration. As in the Kut 
area, the roads along the river banks lay at this season below the water level, and were saved from 
inundation only by the ‘‘ bunds” along the banks. If enemy raiders should cut those ‘‘ bunds” 
the mobility of the British forces would be crippled. So certain troops had to be detailed to protect 
and patrol the river banks while the rest went forward. Among those protective troops were the 
9th Wvaresicnaie. 

As a result the Battalion was left behind, patrolling the river banks, while the rest 
of the 39th Brigade went forward and were engaged on March 29th in the inconclusive fighting near 
the Nahr Khalis. The 9th Worcestershire followed the advance on March 27th to Daudia and 
Yahudia (a). Next day one company was sent on to Kaisirin. Then the duty of patrolling the 
river banks was resumed and was continued during the ensuing week, while to the northward could 
be heard the gun-fire of the fighting beyond Jadaida. 


Although Baghdad had been taken, the position was by no means secure. The enemy were 
still in force to the north and north-east of the city. To meet that menace General Maude organised 
some offensive operations, intended to drive back the enemy and establish a satisfactory position 
before the summer heat should bring operations to a close. 

: There were two main areas of operation, respectively along the lines of the Rivers Tigris and 
Diala. To meet the Turkish XIIIth Army Corps, which was operating in the valley of the Diala, 
a force was organised under General Marshall. That force, composed of tne 13th Division with 
the 35th Brigade and some other troops attached, was entitled “‘ Marshall’s Column ’’ and was 
concentrated in the first weck of April around Deltawa. To complete the 13th Division, the 9th 
Worcestershire were recalled from thcir vigil along the “‘ bunds.” The place of the 9th Worcester- 
shire was taken by an Indian battalion, the 102nd Grenadiers, whose pipers played the 
Worcestershire on their way as they left for the front on April 4th (0). 

Next day (5th) the Battalion marched into camp at Jadaida and rejoined the 39th Brigade. 
They arrived just in time to take part in the advance ; for next morning (April 6th) Marshall’s Column 
moved off. The 9th Worcestershire were detailed as rear guard to the Division. After a trying 
march of 14 miles the Division arrived at Kumar Reach (c). There the force halted for a few days. 


The enemy were known to be advancing from the direction of Deli Abbas, along the Nahr 
Khalis. On April 10th Marshall’s Column moved forward to meet the attack. The march was 
directed on Shiala (d). 

The 40th Brigade (¢) formed the advanced guard of the force, and early in the morning 
of April 11th this advanced guard came into action. The British cavalry fell back on to the advanced 
guard before the Turkish advance. The enemy appeared to be in strength ; so to support the 40th 
Brigade a battalion of the 39th Brigade was sent forward; the 9th Worcestershire were selected. 

The Battalion moved off across open ground in “ artillery formation ’’ under heavy fire. 
There were a certain number of casualties before the line of the 40th Brigade was reached. Then 
orders were received for the Battalion to form a defensive flank to the left. Tnat position was taken 
up and held throughout the rest of the day. No attack was made by either side, though thcre was 
much cannonading. The heat was great and many of the troops were affected (f). 

Next morning it was found that the encmy had retired before the menacing advance of the 
40th Brigade. The advance was resumed. The 40th Brigade again led forward. The 9th Worcester- 
shire waited for their own Brigade and then, late in the day, followed onin rear. The heat had been 
most trying, and all ranks were glad when at 7.0 o’clock that night the Brigade bivouacked near 
Bint-al-Hassan. 

On April 13th there was some sharp fighting in front. But the 39th Brigade were not in 
front line and suffered little, except from heat and thirst. That evening the 39th Brigade took over 
the outposts, and throughout the day of April 14th the 9th Worcestershire faced the enemy's out- 
posts amid intense heat and a shimmering mirage. 

While the main body stood fast, the British cavalry was operating round the flanks of the 
enemy; with the result that the Turks next morning (15th) were found again to have retreated. 


(a) Ahalf-battalion at each of these points. 

(¢) On April 4th 2/Lts. F. D. Drewitt, M.C. (wounded 25.1.17) and C. C. A. Marsh rejoined. 

(c) The 9th Worcestershire arrived at Kumar Reach at 3.0 a.m. on April 7th. 

(d) Also spelt Chaliyeh. 

(e) The 38th Brigade was temporarily detached from the Division, 

(f) Casualties,9th Worcestershire 11.4.17 1 officer (2/Lt. M.Teglos, Devons, attached) killed, 3 officers (Lt. T.A. Hutton, 
2/Lts. G. R. Trusted and C. C. A. Marsh) and 13 men wounded. Captain N. J. Ainsworth and Captain 
Carter, R.A.M.C. were also slightly wounded but remained at duty. 
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Ape—Mey 1911, OPERATIONS ON THE SHATT-EL-ADHAIM. 


The 35th Brigade from reserve came past to continue the pursuit. The 9th Worcestershire closed and 
marched on, as head of the main body, to Dishdari, north of Serai Jik. There the 39th Brigade halted 
and stayed for some days, while in front of them the enemy were pursued beyond Duli Abbas. 
While the Battalion was thus halted at Dishdari, Lt.-Colonel Faviell rejoined (April 18th) and once 
more assumed command. 


By that time it was considered that the operations had been carried far enough. The Turks 
had been driven back to the foothills of the Jebel Hamrin. In that difficult country an extensive 
campaign could not as yet be undertaken. I[t was not likely that the enemy would attempt any 
further offensive movement down the Diala, so towards the end of the month Marshall’s Column 
was withdrawn from the Diala line and diverted to operations further west on the Shatt-al-Adhaim. 
But the 39th Brigade took no part in those latter operations. The Brigade was detached to hold 
a reserve line of defence from Windhiya on the Diala to Sindiya on the Tigris. he ¥9th 
Worcestershire moved back to Abu Tamar on April 25th, and remained in that area during the 
ensuing fortnight—a fortnight in which Marshall’s Column inflicted a severe reverse on the enemy on 
the banks of the Shatt-al-Adhaim. 


While those operations were in progress from Baghdad, our Russian Allies had been operating 
through north-western Persia and had now reached the Mesopotamian frontier. To assist them 
the British Commander despatched two columns to op-rate against the enemy. Of these two 
columns, one under Colonel Fergusson was ordered to operate up the Nahr Khalis towards Deli Abbas. 

Fergusson’s Column consisted of two battalions, two batteries, a troop of Yeomanry, and 
three armoured cars. The two battalions were the 7th North Staffordshire and the 9th Wor- 
cestershire. 

The little force left Abu Tamar on May Sth and marched slowly, in intense heat, by way of 
Shiala and Bint-al-Hassan to Dishdari and Imam Abdur Rahman ; where the column became engaged 
with the enemy. On May 14th the three armoured cars made a reconnaissance towards Deli Abbas 
and opened fire on the eneiny’s position near that village. While manoevring, two of the cars 
became ‘‘ bogged” in deep sand. They were within 400 yards of a Turkish outpost position. The 
third car went back for help. Colonel Fergusson at once set out through the midday heat with the 
9th Worcestershire and one battery. 

After a trying march the little force arrived just in time to save the cars, for, though the 
Turkish outposts had not ventured to attack, the Turkish guns had come into action and shells 
were falling perilously near. The gun teams of the battery were requisitioned to extricate the cars. 
To cover that operation the 9th Worcestershire deployed and opened fire while the remaining 
armoured car attacked tiie enemy’s outpost, finding a way round and taking the Turkish post in 
reverse. 

The little operation was brilliantly successful. The gun teams extricated the “ bogged” 
cars, and meanwhile the Turkish outpost, caught between the armoured car and the rifles of the 
Worcestershire, surrendered at discretion. Turkish reinforcements came up too late to rescue their 
fellows, and Colonel Fergusson’s little force withdrew in triumph. 

By that time the Russian Staff had notified General Maude that they did not propose to 
continue their operations in the rapidly increasing heat. They were withdrawing to the Persian 
highlands. So orders were scnt to Colonel Fergusson to withdraw. The column marched back 
unmolested, and reached the Sindhiya—Windhiya line on May 16th. 


& * * * * * * * * * * 


Thenceforward until the end of the year the career of the 9th Worcestershire was uneventful(a). 
The great heat of the Mesopotamian summer rendered offensive action impossible by either side. 
Behind the entrenched lines from Windhiya to Sindiya the British Army stood fast, and little 
occurred to break the monotony of existence. Improvement of the defences was the principal form 
of training, and one night in every four was spent on marching and digging. On the other evenings 
there was usually a parade froin 5.30 to 8 p.m. The heat rendered work by day almost impossible. 
The temperature in July was constantly over 120°. On two occasions 127° was recorded in the 
shadiest side of a double-fly tent. 


(2) For their work during the year the following officers of the Battalion were subsequently awarded the Military 
Cross :—Capt. and Adjt. T. N. Holmden, Lt. and Qmr. C. H. Inwood., 
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DEATH OF GENERAL MAUDE. June—Dec. 191i. 


Leave to India was granted to all ranks in parties—the first real leave which the troops in 
Mesopotamia had ever enjoyed. Otherwise there was little worthy of note in those long months 
of scorching heat. Occasionally, very occasionally, there was some skirmishing around the vut- 
posts: notably on June 28th a force of some fifty Arabs endeavoured to raid a post held by the 9th 
Worcestershire, but the post repulsed the attack without loss and the attempt was not repeated. 


The heat and the trying climatic conditions caused a great deal of discomfort and sickness 
and there were many changes of personnel (a). Apart from those changes there was little of general 
interest to record until the end of the year. But one event did occur which was felt as a stunning blow 
by every man of the army in Mesopotamia. On November 18th came word that the Army Commander, 
General og Stanley Maude, was dead. He had died suddenly of cholera in the city which he had 
conquered. 

General Maude had been known to all in his command ; better known, perhaps, than most 
Generals holding high positions were known to the rank and file. But the troops of the 13th 
Division, whom he had personally commanded, held him in an especial regard ; and his death deeply 
affected the 9th Worcestershire. General Maude had been a good friend to the Battalion. His 
presence had cheered them in their hardest trials, in the floods of Gallipoli, in the perils of the 
Evacuation, in the heart-breaking defeat at Sannaiyat. His skill had led them from disaster to 
triumph. All ranks felt his death as a personal loss. 


Sentry of the 9th Worcestershire in Baghdad. 


(a) Among these changes of personnel we may note :—April 21st, 6 officers joined—2/Lts. F.C. Collins, H. P. Calvert, 
J. M. MclIidowie, W. G. Cann, C. G. Price, E.M. Ransford. April 25th, 6 more officers joined—2/Lts. A. R. 
Wakeham, J. R. W. King, C. M. C. Johnson, F. A. C. Howells, A. J. A. Sim. May 22nd, 5 officers rejoined 
—Lt. G. E. Boshier, 2/Lts. D. E. Dempster, F. C. Gibaud, C. F. Carter, C.C. A. Marsh. June Ist Capt. C. K.O. 
B. Giffey joined. September 29th Capt. E. K. Myles, V.C., D.S.O. rejoined. 
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Chapter XIII. MACEDONIA 1917. 


N Macedonia, it will be remembered, the winter of 1916-17 had closed down upon a deadlock 
| as complete as that on the Western front. After completing their conquest of Serbia, the 
Bulgarian forces had entrenched themselves strongly among the mountainous ridges of the 
former Serbo-Greek frontier. In front of these entrenchments the advance of the Allied 
forces had been brought to a standstill ; and after some minor operations both sides had settled down 
inty what were virtually winter quarters. 

The severity of the Balkan winter kept both sides immobile during the months of January 
and February. During those months the [1th Worcestershire altcrnated between the forward 
trenches near ‘‘ Horseshve Hill’ (a) and the reserve trenches near Chuguntsi. There was very 
little to choose between the two sets of trenches as regards discomfort and but little to choose between 
them as regards danger. Shell fire was only spasmodic, and patrolling brought little loss. The only 
active operation during this period was a raid carned out on February 11th by the 10th Devons, 
on the right flank of the Battalion, against the Petit Couronné ; which brought the 11th Worcester- 
shire much excitement but fortunately no casualties. 

On the evening of February 27th a hostile air raid had most unhappy results for the Battalion. 
Three bombs fell in the lines of the Battalion transport, killing or wounding over 50 animals (8) 
and about 20 men. 


In March the weather improved and the Allied forces prepared for active operations. Some 
teadjustment of the front took place. The 26th and 22nd Divisions exchanged positions, and on the 
24th March, after ten days of training in reserve, the 78th Brigade shifted its front to the east. The 
llth Worcestershire took over trenches half-a-mile to the east of those previously held, facing down 
into the Jumeaux Ravine. 

That Ravine is a steep cleft in the hills. Its precipitous slopes are covered with rough scrub. 
The hill tops are bare and rocky. The northern side of the Ravine, held by the Bulgarians was 
steeper and also slightly higher than the southern side. The Bulgarian line included a distinctive 
summit known as the ‘‘Petit Couronné” which was strongly entrenched and formed an important 
tactical point in the enemy’s main line of defence along the further side of the Ravine. 

The left flank of the Battalion rested on a little gully known as the Senelle Ravine. The 
companies in their new position received a certain amount of attention from the enemy’s artillery, 
but the trenches were well sited and casualties were not very heavy (c). On the evening of March 
3lst the 11th Worcestershire were relieved by the 9th Gloucestershire and moved back into reserve 
at Pearse Hill. There training was busily continued until, seven days later, preliminary orders 
were received for battle in the near future. The 22nd and 26th Divisions were to attack the enemy’s 
Positions. 

The attack was to be preliminary to a general Allied offensive astride the River Vardar, 
The enemy’s reserves were first to be attracted by the British attack on Doiran, and then the French 
would deliver the decisive attack further west. That intended extension of the plan was not 
communicated to the British troops ; but they received long and detailed instructions for their own 
operation, to which further details were added at intervals during the ensuing fortnight. 

Pending the battle, the normal routine of the Division was continued. On April 8th the 
llth Worcestershire relieved the 9th Gloucestershire in the front-line trenches and held them till 
April 13th. As if sensing the coming attack, the enemy's artillery was now more active, fortunately 
without serious results (d). After relief on April 13th the Worcestershire marched back to camp 
at Pivoines. There six days were spent in strenuous training. Then on April 2Ist the Battalion 
moved forward to the line, and was accommodated in shelters prepared in the Senelle and Elbow 
Ravines, close behind the front trenches. Already the British artillery had begun (April 21st) a 
systematic bombardment of the enemy’s wire and trenches(e). On April 23rd came word that the 
attack would take place on the next night. 


3rd—I11th Jan. Casualties, 1 killed, 4 wounded. 19th—27th Feb. Casualties, 1 killed, 5 wounded. 
20th—27th Jan. Casualties, 2 killed, 1 wounded. 7th—l4th Mar. Casualties, 2 wounded. 
5th—12th Feb. Casualties, Nil. 

(b) 37 mules and 1 horse killed, 12 mules and 2 horses wounded, 2 men killed, 2 died of wounds, 15 wounded. 

(c) 24th—31st March. Casualties, 3 killed, 5 wounded. 

(2) Casualties, 9th—13th April, 1 man killed. 

(e) During those days before the battle, much good work was done by the Battalion Intelligence Officer, 2/Lt. 
T. Featherstone; who carried out a daring reconnaissance of the enemy’s position, going out alone by 
night and remaining all the next day under cover close to the enemy’s line, thereby gaining most valuable 
information. He was awarded the M.C. 
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MACEDONIA. 1917. 24th April 1917. 


The plan of the attack, so far as the 26th Division was concerned, was a direct frontal attack 
across the Jumeaux Ravine. Further to the left the 22nd Division would advance from ‘‘ Horseshoe 
Hill’ along the ‘‘ P’”’ Ridge (a), of which that height is the southern end. 

From Lake Doiran to the Petit Couronné the attack of the 26th Division would be made by 
three battalions of the 79th Brigade ; from the Petit Couronné to the junction with the 22nd Division 
two battalions of the 78th Brigade would make the attack, these being, from right to Icft, the 7th 
Royal Berkshire and the 11th Worcestershire. 

The objective of the 11th Worcestershire was a spur named on the maps “O06.” On that 
spur the enemy were strongly entrenched. To reach those trenches the attacking companies would 
have to rush down the steep slope to the bottom of the ravine and then scale the equally steep slope 
on the other side. It was not expected that success would easily be won ; for the Bulgarian infantry 
had proved themselves to be good fighters. As to the strength of the enemy’s artillery there was 
but little information. 

The attack was timed for 9.45 p.m. The British heavy artillery, which had kept up a steady 
fire during the previous three days, continued firing without intermission through the twilight and 
throughout the first hours of darkness. The boom of the guns and the crash of the bursting shells 
echoed and re-echoed among the deep ravines. 


THE BATTLE OF DOIRAN, 1917. 


About 9.0 p.m. the enemy’s gun fire, hitherto not very noticeable, increased in intensity. 
Shells burst all along the British side of the Jumeaux Ravine, but the troops were in good cover and 
little harm was done. 

Close on half past nine a series of red Very Lights shot up one after another from the enemy’s 
lines. Eight or ten lights were counted. The crouching troops wondered if it were a signal ; but 
the enemy’s fire did not sensibly increase. Five minutes later the enemy’s gun fire seemed to die 
down. ? 

Scarcely had that fact been noticed when at 9.35 p.m. the British field guns opened thcir 
ear-splitting shrapnel barrage. Ten minutes later the officers’ whistles rose shrill amid the ain. 
The attacking platoons scrainbled from their trenches and plunged down the slope. 

The attack had hardly started when three searchlights flashed out from the opposing heights 
and swept the slopes of the Ravine with their cold rays. Then the enemy’s barrage came down 
in full force. The strength of the Bulgarian artillery had not been suspected (b). A tornado of 
shells struck the scrambling troops. So fierce was the fire that the supporting companies of the 
Royal Berkshire were cut off from those in front and never reached them ; but through the storm 
the Worcestershire platoons made their way across the Ravine and up the steep slope opposite. 

Rifles and machine-guns from the Bulgarian trenches hailed bullets on the survivors as they 
struggled up through the rocks and scrub. Most of the front line were shot down, and for a moment 
the advance was checked. The survivors clung on as best they could, firing up at the flashes of the 
enemy’s rifles above them. 

Captain A. R. Cooper, commanding the leading company, realised that unless reinfoicements 
came up the attack must fail. He dashed back into the midst of the shells which were bursting 
at the bottom of the ravine, and there found the supporting platoons ; these had lost direction and 
were, for the moment, dazed and bewildered by the darkness and the shell fire. He led them up the 
slope to join the survivors of the leading wave. 

Again and again Captain Cooper dashed back into the barrage and led forward his men. 
He was severely wounded, but continued to direct and to assemble his men until at last sufficient 
numbers had been gathered on the slope to make an assault possible. Then he gave the word and 
the line scrambled upwards through the scrub till they reached the Bulgarian trenches. A fierce 
fight followed in the darkness. The Worcestershire lads were not to be denied, and in a few minutes 
most of the enemy’s front line along the ‘‘O 6” Ridge had been taken with the bayonet. In the 
assault Captain Cooper was again severely wounded, but he refused to leave the fight until he had 
seen the enemy’s front line secured (c). 

On the right of the captured trenches a strongly fortified redoubt (‘Z 44”) at the apex 
of the spur beat back all attacks for some twenty minutes. During those twenty minutes the 


(a) So called because various tactical points along it had been designated “' P.3,”’ “ P.4," “ P.5,” etc. 

(4) In that mountainous country guns were easily concealed, and the counter-battery work of the British artillery 
had not been sufficiently effective. 

(c) For his courage and fine leadership on this occasion Captain Cooper was awarded the D.S.O. 
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41h 25th April 1917, THE BATTLE OF DOIRAN. 


Worcestershire platoons further along the line worked desperately at the consolidation of the 11 
captured trench, urged on by Lieutenant S. A. Stephenson who, although already severely wounded, TH 
continued to command and inspire his men (a). 
Then over the crest of the ridge came the first counter-attack ; a hail of trench-mortar bombs, 
followed by a rush of yelling foes through the darkness. The attack was met by rapid fire and 
driven back. ; 
The enemy sent reinforcements from the rear into the redoubt on the right flank, and from 
that point commenced to bomb along the trench. They gained some twenty yards; then the 
Worcestershire bombers, headed by Private B. Harris (8), established a block and held firm. 
Away on the left flank an attempt was made by a small party of the Worcestershire to bomb 
along the communication trench (‘‘ Y 18’) which ran across the spur. In that endeavour Lance- 
Corporal G. Harrold showed the greatest bravery. Under heavy fire from the enemy’s trench- 
mortars he led a squad of bombers along the enemy's trench. Though wounded he continued 
pluckily to fight until finally disabled by a sccond wound. Gradually that attack along the 
communication trench was brought to a standstill; bombs began to run short and the enemy’s 
bombers, amply supplied, gradually gained ground. The survivors of the bombing attack were 
compelled to fall back down the communication trench and out on to the slope of the ravine beyond. 
There they were rallied by Sergeant W. J. Blood. Sergeant Blood was now commanding a platoon, 
for his officer had been killed. He Jed his men forward to a renewed attack, reoccupied part 
of the communication trench and held it thenceforward against all counter-attacks. 


The enemy’s trench-mortars from beyond the ridge (c) kept up a continuous fire. Their 
great bombs fell continuously all along the line of the captured trench. The watchers in the British 
trenches on the far side of the ravine could sce the showers of sparks from the flying bombs before 
the blaze of their burst. The watchers saw also another point of light in the captured trench—the 
glow of a signal lamp. The Battalion Signal Officer, 2nd Lieutenant L. C. Ryder, had led forward 
a party of his men through the barrage and up to the enemy's position. The subaltern was killed, 
but Corporal H. Evans took over command of the signal party. A lamp was got up and a station 
established. In the midst of the desperate fighting and firing all around, and amid the continual 
bursts of the enemy’s bombs and shells, Corporal Evans coolly maintained communication with 
the other side of the ravine. From the British trenches his lamp was watched throughout the 
battle, a tiny point of light showing, with its Morse dots and dashes, amid the blaze of the explosions(d). 

Information was also sent back by means of flares on a prearranged system. In the lighting 
of those flares Captain B. Baden did excellent work, showing great courage and resource (e). 

All along the valley the encmy’s shells were raining down. The bottom of the Ravine was 
filled with dense smoke lit only by the bursting shells. Through the smoke and up the steep slope 
came struggling the reserve companies of the Worcestershire. They had lost half thcir number 
by the time they reached the captured trenches, but the remnant flung themselves into the fight and 
became intermixed with the leading platoons. All did their utmost to make the position secure. 
A young officer, Lieutenant G. Thomson, who had been severely wounded early in the fight, had 
been sent back across the ravine to the British trenches. As soon as his wound had been dressed he 
at once set off again to find his platoon. He recrossed the ravine, found his men, and took in hand 
the work of reorganisation. 


Hardly had that reorganisation been completed when, shortly after 1.30 a.m., came a fresh 
storm of shells and a fresh onslaught from over the ridge. The enemy were determined to recapture 
their lost trench ; they had paused only to collect thcir forces and to arrange a fresh barrage with 
their overwhelming artillery. 

That fresh barrage wrecked the defences of the shattered trench, and the new Bulgarian 
attack found the defenders with bombs exhausted and Lewis-guns mostly out of ac.ion. The platoons 
were now hopelessly intermingled, and in the darkness control was very difficult ; nevertheless, 
inspired by the example of the wounded Lieutenant Thomson(f/), the Worcestershire lads fought 
splendidly, beating off two more successive attacks. A big bomb struck one Lewis-gun, killing 
or wounding allits team. Bombs were striking all around, but 2nd Licutenant F. S. Shaw, although 
already wounded, got to the Lewis-gun and brought it into action. He worked it single-handed, 
shooting down many of the enemy as they came charging forward and encouraging his men to 


(2) Lieut. Stephenson was awarded the M.C. 

(b) Pte. B. Harris, L/Cpl. G. Harrold and Sgt. W. J. Blood, were awarded the M.M. (c) In the Sabre Ravine, 

(d) Corporal Evans was awarded the M.M. (e) Capt. Baden was awarded the M.C. 

(f) Lieut. Thomson and 2/Licut. Shaw were awarded the M.C. At that stage it was necessary to send back a message 
describing the position. Private J. Auden volunteered to take the message, and set out down the slope into the 
barrage. He ran the gauntlet of the shells successfully, reached Battalion Headquarters, delivered his message 
and returned with the reply. On the way back he was struck and badly wounded ; but he struggled on, 
delivered the answer, and remained in action till the end of the fight. He was subsequently awarded the MM, 
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fight to the last. Further along the line Sergeant J. Harris kept a Lewis gun in action amid a 
shower of bombs by personally bringing up ammunition till he was hit and disabled. Lance- 
Corporal D. R. Payne took over another Lewis-gun of which all the crew had been killed and kept it 
firing until a direct hit by a bomb destroyed the weapon (a). 

At one point the enemy regained a part of the trenches. Sergeant F. Potter at once organised 
a counter-attack. Leading the attack himself, the brave sergeant drove the enemy from the trench 
and re-established the position. Then he reorganised the defence and took command of the 
situation, for all the officers of his company had been killed or wounded (6). 

Throughout the battle the devoted Medical Officer of the Battalion, Captain J. P. Lusk, 
R.A.M.C., worked along the parapet of the captured trench. As fully exposed as any of the fighting 
troops, he tended the wounded where they fell. Among many brave men he stood out, in the 
opinion of all ranks, by virtue of his utter disregard of personal danger under that terrific fire. By 
a miracle he survived unhurt (c) and continued his work of mercy to the end, assisted by a devoted 
stretcher-bearer, Private W. Keyte (d). 


The defence of the captured trench had been maintained for four hours, under constant fire 
and against repeated counter-attacks. More than half of the Worcestershire had fallen. Ammunition 
was almost exhausted. A message was sent for assistance. In response to that call a company 
of the 7th Oxford & Bucks L.I. were sent forward. Dashing through the barrage, some forty brave 
men of that regiment reached the position of the Worcestershire and bore a share in the last desperate 
struggle on the ridge. 

About 3.0 a.m. came yet another attack. Three successive waves of the enemy came surging 
over the crest of the spur. In front the attack was stopped dead by the British musketry ; but 
from both flanks the enemy’s bombers came pushing inwards, and no bombs remained with which 
they could be opposed. Gradually the length of trench held by the Worcestershire grew shorter, 
as from both flanks the enemy bombers pressed in. Unless help should come the end was only 
a question of time; but the remnant of the brave Battalion held on, until, about 4.0 a.m., there came 
a definite order (e) to retire. All along the line to their right the attack had failed. The survivors 
of the other attacking battalions to the right of the 11th Worcestershire( f) had already fallen back 
across the Ravine. 

The order to retire was passed down the line, and, squad after squad, the remnant of the 
11th Worcestershire fell back down the slope. Among the last to leave was Corporal A. Radcliffe 
who, on his own initiative, mounted a Lewis-gun on the parapet of the trench and covered the retreat 
of his comrades by bursts of rapid fire (d). 

Those of the Worcestershire who still could move staggered back down the slope, turning 
and firing as they retreated. In the hollow below they found the remnant of two companies of the 
9th Gloucestershire, who had advanced to their assistance but had been unable to pass the barrage. 
Still under fire, they hauled themselves up the further slope, through the scrub and rocks, back 
to their own lines, and reached at last the comparative safety of the British trenches just as dawn 
began to light up the scene. 

The cause of the repulse was undoubtedly the terrific strength of the enemy’s artillery ; 
greater by far than that of our own guns (g). The result was a mournful tale of casualties in all 
the attacking battalions. Out of a battle-strength of perhaps 500, the 11th Worcestershire had 
lost over 350 of all ranks (4). The losses of the other attacking battalions of the 26th Division were 
in much the same proportion. 


But though the attack of the 26th Division had thus met with disaster, the attack of the 
22nd Division further to the left had been more successful. On that flank ground had been gained 
and the battle in that direction might be accounted a success. ; 


(a) Sergt. J. Harris and L/Cpl. D. R. Payne were awarded the M.M. (6) Sergt. F. Potter was awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) Capt. J. P. Lusk was awarded the M.C. (d) Pte. Keyte and Corpl. Radcliffe were awarded the M.M. 

(e) The Brigade Diary instances this order. It reads...‘ as it became obvious that the small detachment which 
still held on could not hope to remain in daylight, this battalion (the 11th Worcestershire) was ordered to 
withdraw.”’ A subsequent passage in a Brigade report, however, suggests that this order from Brigade was 
anticipated by an order signalled from Battalion Headquarters in the British trenches. It is clear, at any rate, 
that the retirement was not initiated by the companies on the ridge. 

(/) Away to the left the 22nd Division had gained ground, but their inner flank was half a mile from the “ 0.6." spur 
and could give no port. 

(g) Vide Divisional Di: A marked feature of these operations was the prepoaderance of the enemy's heavy 
artillery over ours, which enabled him to place such a barrage on the Jumeaux Ravine as to upset our plans.” 

(A) Killed or missing, 5 officers (Capt. H.Williams, 2'Lts. A. E. Gibbs, T. Featherstone, R. B. Lloyd and L. C. Ryder) 
and 105 other ranks. Wounded, 10 officers (Capt. A. R. Cooper, Lts. FF. L. H. Fox, S. A. Stephenson, G. 
‘Thomson and H. R. Vance. 2/Lts. D. Brand, F. S. Shaw, R. M. Kirby and Captain F.S. Pearson (Dorsets, 
attached) and 238 other ranks ; in addition, 1 officer and 27 N.C.O’s, and men, slightly wounded, remained at 
duty. 
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The shattered battalions of the 26th Division could hardly be expected to realise that aspect 
oftheengagement. The 11th Worcestershire lay all day of April Z5thin the shelter of Elbow Ravine, 
counting losses and bandaging the wounded. Next day the survivors of the Battalion marched 
back into reserve at Pivoines. There they remained, resting and refitting, while plans were made 
for a renewed attack. 

To the westward the French were about to make a great attack beyond the River Vardar. 
To assist them, the British attack on the Doiran positions was to be renewed. The battalions which 
had already suffered so heavily were naturally not placed in the forefront of the new battle. The 
llth Worcestershire were allotted to the Divisional Reserve, and moved on May 4th to bivouac 
belund Waterfall Hill. 

On the evening of May 8th (a) final arrangements were made for the renewed attack, and the 
lth Worcestershire moved forward from Waterfall Hill to a position under cover in Bath Valley. 


Once again the attack was made by night. The assault on the Petit Couronné was delivered 
by the 7th Oxford & Bucks L.I. From their right to the Lake three Scottish battalions renewed the 
attack across the Jumeaux Ravine. 

Fortune turned against the attack. Though the night was calm and with a bright moonlight, 
a sudden change of temperature made an unexpected white mist rise from the ground and fill the 
Jumeaux Ravine. The mist, thickened later by the smoke of bursting shells, obscured everything 
to such an extent that in many cases the attacking companies completely lost their way. 

Nevertheless the attack succeeded in gaining the opposing trenches. Then, as before, a 
series of counter-attacks forced the Scottish battalions back into the ravine. The 11th Worcestershire 
were ordered forward to thcir assistance. Arriving at the front line about 3.0. a.m., Colonel Barker 
found everything in confusion. _No proper co-ordination was possible, and presently, after a gallant 
but unsuccessful fight, the 10th Black Watch fell back on to the position held by the 11th Worcester- 
shire. 

Colonel Barker, after considering the position as the dawn broke, came to the conclusion 
that an unsupported attack by his weak Battalion could have no good result. He reported his 
opinion to the Divisional Staff, and the Battalion reccived orders to stand fast. 

When that order was received, the Battalion was in an exposed position on the forward slope. 
It was necessary to withdraw to a more covered position in rear. The enemy’s shell-fire was fierce and 
accurate, and the withdrawal proved very difficult. There was only one covered line of withdrawal 
among the rocks, and that was so narrow and precarious that at most only four men could go ata 
time, at intervals of about a minute. It took the Battalion nearly an hour and a half to withdraw 
in this manner. During that 1ime the platoons awaiting their turn crouched in the shelter of a 
low bank. The enemy’s shells burst all along the line of the bank during that hour of waiting, 
but fortunately inflicted only a few casualties (b). Eventually the last party, which included the 
Commanding Officer, and his Adjutant, Captain T. J. Edwards, made their way safely back to the 
covered position in rear, where the Battalion reorganized. 

After the firing had died down the 11th Worcestershire marched back to camp at Pivoines. 
Next day the Battalion took over the front line from the troops who had made the attack (c). 


The battlefield was a grim sight. The whole of the fighting had taken place within the 
narrow Ravine, and its rocky slopes were littered with dead. In the renewed attack the 7th Oxford 
and Bucks L.I. had actually captured and held for a time the ‘‘ Petit Couronné’”’; and the bodies 
of many of their brave men could be scen lying where they had fallen on the very crest of the ridge. 
A few shells from either side still burst and echoed down the valley, but otherwise all was still. 


* * * * * * * * * 


The 11th Worcestershire remained in the front line for another ten days. Then came orders 
that the 78th Brigade was to be moved back and away to the quiet sector on the right flank of the 
British XIIth. Corps, east of Lake Doiran. The Battalion marched to the new area in two stages, 
and took over on May 22nd from the 7th Wiltshire a line of outposts on the high ground above Lake 
Doizan from Surlovo to Popovo. There the 78th Brigade was acting independently. The remainder 
of the 26th Division had been transferred to the left tlank of the British line near the river Vardar. 


(a) By that time the Battalion had been strengthened by a draft which arrived on April 28th, including the following 
oftficers—z/Lts. F. Anderson, H. J. Fisher, E. S. Arundel, C. P. Oliver, D. G. Rankin and D. R. Gilliam, 

(0) “ Although shells dropped among us, and concussions actually blew men over, we did not have a single casualty 
during the withdrawal. Escapes were marvellous ....1 well remember one man saying, in a very Cockney 
accent, as he picked himself up after being blown over : ‘ Gawd luv us! There’s a Gawd watching over us all 
right l’ We all got smothered in rock splinters but nothing worse.” (T.J.E. 

The total casualties of the Battalion during the day’s operations were 1 officer (2/Lt. G. C. Brown) mortally 
wounded and 9 men wounded. (c) Two companies in front line ; two companies back in reserve camp. 
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The new sector was very quiet. In the valley to the northward the enemy held an outpost 
position along the railway line and the railway station of Yakinjali. Patrols from both sides went out 
at intervals ; occasionally they met and fired. A few shells burst along the hill sides. Otherwise 
there was but little activity. In that comparatively peaceful area the Battalion reorganised (a). 
Reinforcements arrived, and presently the 11th Worcestershire could again muster some 760 of all 
ranks. 


In that area east of lake Doiran the 78th Brigade remained for some three weeks, and there 
the 11th Worcestershire were visited by the Army Commander, General Milne. He expressed his 
satisfaction with the Battalion and with the part played in the recent battle. 

Then came orders for the Brigade to rejoin the 26th Division. On the 7th June the llth 
Worcestershire were relieved, and marched by stages to Moravka, Hirsova, and the railway station 
of Caushitza. Thence on June 10th the Battalion moved into Divisional Reserve (b), and on the 
aoe of June 14th relieved the 12th Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders in the front line near 

ekirli. 

By that time the heat of the Macedonian summer had caused military activity to die down. 
Patrols and casual shelling were the only forms of hostilities, and neither occasioned many casualties. 


After a fortnight in Corps Reserve at Kirec (c), the 78th Brigade at the beginning of August 
took over the extreme left sector of the British line (d) next to the River Vardar. The 9th Gloucester- 
shire actually held the river bank, with the 11th Worcestershire on their right. The new position 
was held by the Battalion, alternating with the 7th Oxford & Bucks L.I. between forward and 
support trenches, throughout the Autumn (e) and until the beginning of November. There was 
little activity by the enemy, and there were but few casualties (/). 


But though the actual fighting and casualties were not severe, the troops in the Macedonian 
hills had a most trying time. By the middle of 1917 they had been for over a year in the forward 
zone. There had been no long rest and no possibility of leave. In those barren hills there were none 
of the comforts which were possible behind the line for the troops on the Western Front. Billets 
were unknown : a “ rest in reserve ’’ meant a week spent under a bivouac sheet on a bare hillside. 
The absence of roads and railways and the great difficulties of transport in the hills made it impossible 
for any but the barest necessities to be brought up from the base(g). The troops often went short 
of fresh food and had little chance of any addition to their rations. 

Such privations were not the only trial. Flies by day and mosquitos at night were a constant 
torment (4). The climate, with its extremes of heat and cold, undermined the strength of all but 
the most hardy ; and almost every individual of the Battalion sooner or later fell a victim to malaria. 
In such conditions it is no small tribute to the officers and men of the 11th Worcestershire that 
throughout that apparently interminable campaign they remained in good heart. 


* * * * * * * * * 


Early in November came a change of position. The French were extending their front 
and were taking over the eastern as well as the western bank of the River Vardar. 

The 78th Brigade was relieved by the French 122nd Division and, after a cheerful game of 
football in which they beat a French Zouave Regiment (1) by 5 goals to nil, the 11th Worcestershire 
marched eastwards on November 7th to Kalinova. Thence the Battalion moved northwards to 
the line and took over trenches near Krastali from the 13th Manchesters. 

The new line, close to the original position of the Battalion in the Doiran area over a year 
before, was an area of more active operations than that previously held. There were many minor 


(a) A great part in this re- organization was played by Regimental-Sergeant-Major G. H. Dyke. . For his good work 
in that capacity, and also as ‘Battalion Quartermaster during the previous months, R.S.M. Dyke was awarded 
the MS.M. For similar good work under great difficulties R.Q.M.S. G. Samson was awarded the D.C.M. 

(b) At Tertre Vert. (c) 18th—3Ist July ; Kirec is (d) Near Smol. 

(e) From 6th August, 1917 to 25th November, 1917, Colonel Barker was away sick. During this period Captain 
(A/Major) T. J. Edwards commanded the Battalion. 

(f) Total casualties, 11th Worcestershire :—August, 3 killed, 1 died of wounds, 1 officer Lt. G. K. Crocker, and 
4 men wounded. September, Nil. October, 6 wounded. 

(g) Even mails were erratic ; letters from England sometimes took six weeks. 

(h) As a protection against the latter, men going into the trenches at night had to cover every inch of bare skin. 
Veils to protect the face were worn over the steel helmets, and tucked into the jacket collar, gloves were worn 
to cover the hands, and the * shorts ’ which the heat made necessary by day were fashioned with a turnover 
portion which could be tacked into the puttees at night. 

(i) The 2nd Battalion, 2nd 61s Zouaves. When making arrangements for taking over the line the French Battalion 
Commander, who spoke no English learned that the British unit was the 11th Worcesters. ‘‘ On hearing this 
he suddenly stopped and shouted with glce, ‘ Lea-and-Perrins, Lea-and-Perrins!’’’ (T.J.E.) 
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incidents in the work of the Worcestershire patrols and outposts, notably on November 16th when 
a patrol under 2nd Lieutenant C. A. A. Hawkins fought a hostile patrol at close quarters, and on the 
evening of November 22nd when the enemy attempted to raid an outpost of the Battalion. That 
outpost, commanded by Private H. C. White, put up a plucky fight, and after an eventful half-hour 
the enemy was beaten off with no greater loss to the defence than one man wounded. 

Slight though the casualties were, that little fight was remarkable for the courage and resource 
displayed by Private White. When his Lewis-gun jammed and the enemy raiders were already 
struggling through the wire on three sides of the post, Private White ordered his party to evacuate, 
while he himself kept off the attackers by throwing bombs. _Rejoining his party, he rectified the 
stoppage of the Lewis-gun, brought it again into action, poured fire on the enemy and then personally 
led the counter-attack which chased the Bulgarians from the post. In this he was assisted by a Stokes 
mortar on the flank commanded by Corporal W. J. T. Ravenhill who, although his detachment was 
isolated, pluckily kept his gun in action (a). 


Early in December the 11th Worcestershire carried out a raid on two of the enemy outpost 
positions in front. Those two positions, known respectively as ‘‘ Flat-Iron Hill” and ‘‘ Diamond Hill,” 
were known to be occupied, but on those rugged hill sides it was not easy to estimate the enemy’s 
strength. A company was detailed to attack the former and half a company to the latter. 

The raid, though carefully planned and well carried out, met with only partial success. On 
the left some Bulgarian patrols and outposts gave warning of the advancing company, and so heavy 
a fire was opened that the chance of surprise was lost. So the raiding company was first ordered 
to halt and then was withdrawn. On the right ‘‘ Diamond Hill’”’ was effectively rushed but there 
the enemy had fled. A fur coat and a steel helmet were among the trophies collected before the 
raiders withdrew (6). 


The Balkan winter had now set in, with mist and heavy rain. Both sides settled down into 
winter quarters, and the ensuing weeks, so far as the 11th Worcestershire were concerned, were marked 
by no outstanding incident (c). 

The 11th Worcestershire were still regularly exchanging positions with the 7th Oxford & 
Bucks L.I. On December 19th the Battalion went into the front line and remained there over 
Christmas Day—‘ a very happy and quiet Christmas Day. The enemy proving to be in sympathy 
by not shelling for two days (d).”” On December 27th the Battalion moved back into a reserve 
position near Cidemli and there saw out the last days of 1917. 


(a) Corp]. Ravenhill and Pte. White both received the M.M. 

(6) Total casualties of the two raiding parties were, 1 killed, 12 wounded. 

(c) Save that on December 19th, an accidental explosion of a ‘‘ dud ’’ enemy shell in a dugout caused serious loss. 
I killed 1 died of wounds, 8 wounded. (2) Battalion Diary. 
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Chapter XIV. FRANCE AND FLANDERS, 1917. 


HE New Year of 1917 found the British Armies in France and Flanders confident and in good 
heart despite bitter weather. The losses of the Somme offensive in the previous autumn 
had been heavy, but the gains had been obvious. The enemy’s strongest positions had 
been stormed, every German division in turn had been fought and shattered, and the hostile 
defenders had been forced back step by step into temporary positions so weak that ultimate victory 
seemed assured. It seemed that but little further effort would be needed to crack the German front 
and to break through into open country. The losses of the British forces were being replaced by 
fresh drafts from home, and all ranks were cheered by the hope of decisive victory in the forthcoming 
campaign. 


The first days of the New Year found all but one of the Battalions of the Regiment in Picardy ; 
either in front line on the Somme battle-field or else in the training areas behind that front. 

The solitary exception was the 3rd Battalion, in Flanders near Armentiéres. 

Of the remainder, the Ist and 2nd Battalions were in the valley of the River Somme, on 
the southern flank of the devastated battle-area. On the northern flank, the 2/7th and 2/8th 
Battalions were in the valley of the River Ancre. Near Albert the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion was 
engaged on working parties from the camp on Usna Hill; and west of the devastated area, the 
4th Battalion at Molliens Vidame, the 1/7th and 1/8th Battalions at Baisieux and the 10th Battalion 
at Gezaincourt were resting and training. 


At dawn on New Year’s Day the first shots of 1917 were fired from the trenches held by the 
2/7th Worcestershire on the heights above Grandcourt. The ensuing day was quiet (a2). After 
dark the 2/7th Worcestershire were relieved by the sister Battalion, the 2/8th Worcestershire, and 
marched back to Wellington Huts near Aveluy. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire held the line in bitter cold but without heavy loss (b) till January 
6th, when the 193rd Brigade moved back, first into Wellington Huts and thence through Martinsart 
to billets in Varennes. The 2/8th Worcestershire reached Varennes on January 9th, but the 2/7th 
Worcestershire remained labouring at Martinsart for another week. Then (c) the Battalion rejoined 
the rest of the Brigade at Varennes, and the reunited Brigade marched westward. In fcur days the 
Brigade marched some forty miles (d) to Marcheville and Domvast where the 2/7th and 2/8th 
Worcestershire respectively found billets. Those marches were made in cold and snowy weather, 
but at the end of the forty miles the 2/7th Worcestcrshire were able proudly to record that not 
a single man had fallen out. 

In the back areas (e) the 183rd Brigade settled down to training until well into February. 


Early in the New Year the training period of the 4th Worcestershire came to an end. On 
January 11th the Battalion left the billets at Molliens Vidame and moved by train frum Hangest 
to Corbie. Thence the Battalion marched forward, on January 13th, to huts in Meaulte. After 
three days of frost and snow the Battalion moved eastwards to the well-known huts at Carnoy, ard 
thence on the 17th to shelter in Guillemont Quarries. On the following day the 4th Worcestershire 
moved forward to the line, and relieved the 16th Middlesex in trenches beyond Morval. Two short 
tours of duty in the line (f) followed, marked by little except the intense cold. While in reserve at 
Carnoy on January 26th the companies listened to the thunder of guns as other battalions 
of the 29th Division made a successful local attack on the German line. Three days later the 


(a) Casualties 2/8th Worcestershire, lst January 1917—one wounded, (6) 1 killed, 3 wounded. —_(¢) January 15th. 
(2) 2/7th Battalion. January I#th to Beauquesne (8 miles). 17th to Heuzecourt (15 miles). 18th to Agenville (4 
miles). 19th to Marcheville (11} miles). 
2/8th Battalion. January 16th to Terramesnil (84 miles). 17th to Le Meillard (17 miles). 18th to Longvillers 
(6 miles). 19th to Domvast (10 miles). 
(e) January 20th—February 4th. 183rd Brigade H.Q. at Argonvillers. 2/7th Worcestershire at Marcheville. 2/8th 
Worcestershire at Domvast. 
February 4th—February 13th. 183rd Brigade H.Q. at Ailly-le-Clocher. 2/7th Worcestershire at Bussus- 
Bussuel. 2/8th Worcestershire at Alliel. 
(f) January 18th—20th and 24th—26th. In the interval the Battalion lay in huts at Carnoy and Guillemont. The 
trenches held were those occupied by the French on the right flank during the fight of November Sth. 
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Worcestershire platoons further along the line worked desperately at the consolidation of the 
captured trench, urged on by Lieutenant S. A. Stephenson who, although already severely wounded, 
continued to command and inspire his men (a). 

Then over the crest of the ridge came the first counter-attack ; a hail of trench-mortar bombs, 
flowed by a rush of yelling foes through the darkness. The attack was met by rapid fire and 
driven back. : 

The enemy sent reinforcements from the rear into the redoubt on the right flank, and from 
that point commenced to bomb along the trench. They gained some twenty yards; then the 
Worcestershire bombers, headed by Private. B. Harris (), established a block and held firm. 

Away on the left flank an attempt was made by a small party of the Worcestershire to bomb 
along the communication trench (‘‘ Y 18”) which ran across the spur. In that endeavour Lance- 
Corporal G. Harrold showed the greatest bravery. Under hcavy fire from the enemy’s trench- 
mortars he led a squad of bombers along the enemy’s trench. Though wounded he continued 
pluckily to fight until finally disabled by a sccond wound. Gradually that attack along the 
communication trench was brought to a standstill ; bombs began to run short and the enemy’s 
bombers, amply supplied, gradually gained ground. The survivors of the bombing attack were 
compelled to fall back down the communication trench and out on to the slope of the ravine beyond. 
There they were rallied by Sergeant W. J. Blood. Sergeant Blood was now commanding a platoon, 
for his officer had been killed. He led his men forward to a renewed attack, reoccupied part 
of the communication trench and held it thenceforward against all counter-attacks. 


The enemy’s trench-mortars from beyond the ridge (c) kept up a continuous fire. Their 
great bombs fell continuously all along the line of the captured trench. The watchers in the British 
twenches on the far-side of the ravine could see the showers of sparks from the flying bombs before 
the blaze of their burst. The watchers saw also another point of light in the captured trench—the 
glow of a signal lamp. The Battalion Signal Officer, 2nd Lieutenant L. C. Ryder, had led forward 
a party of his men through the barrage and up to the enemy’s position. The subaltern was killed, 
but Corporal H. Evans took over command of the signal party. A lamp was got up and a station 
established. In the midst of the desperate fighting and firing all around, and amid the continual 
bursts of the enemy’s bombs and shells, Corporal Evans coolly maintained communication with 
the other side of the ravine. From the British trenches his lamp was watched throughout the 
battle, a tiny point of light showing, with its Morse dots and dashes, amid the blaze of the explosions(d). 

Information was also sent back by means of flares on a prearranged system. In the lighting 
of those flares Captain B. Baden did excellent work, showing great courage and resource (e). 

All along the valley the enemy’s shells were raining down. The bottom of the Ravine was 
filed with dense smoke lit only by the bursting shells. Through the smoke and up the steep slope 
came struggling the reserve companies of the Worcestershire. They had lost half their number 
by the time they reached the captured trenches, but the remnant flung themselves into the fight and 
became intermixed with the leading platoons. All did their utmost to make the position secure. 
A young officer, Lieutenant G. Thomson, who had been severely wounded early in the fight, had 
been sent back across the ravine to the British trenches. As soon as his wound had been dressed he 
at once set off again to find his platoon. He recrossed the ravine, found his men, and took in hand 
the work of reorganisation. 


Hardly had that reorganisation been completed when, shortly after 1.30 a.m., came a fresh 
storm of shells and a fresh onslaught from over the ridge. The enemy were determined to recapture 
their lost trench ; they had paused only to collect thcir forces and to arrange a fresh barrage with 
their overwhelming artillery. 

That fresh barrage wrecked the defences of the shattcred trench, and the new Bulgarian 
attack found the defenders with bombs exhausted and Lewis-guns mostly out of ac.ion. The platoons 
were now hopelessly intermingled, and in the darkness control was very difficult ; nevertheless, 
inspired by the example of the wounded Lieutenant Thomson(f), the Worcestershire lads fought 
splendidly, beating off two more successive attacks. A big bomb struck one Lewis-gun, killing 
or wounding allits team. Bombs were striking all around, but 2nd Lieutenant F. S. Shaw, although 
already wounded, got to the Lewis-gun and brought it into action. He worked it single-handed, 
shooting down many of the enemy as they came charging forward and encouraging his men to 


(a) Lieut. Stephenson was awarded the M.C. 

(6) Pte. B. Harris, L/Cpl. G. Harrold and Sgt. W. J. Blood, were awarded the M.M. (c) In the Sabre Ravine. 

(d@) Corporal Evans was awarded the M.M. (e) Capt. Baden was awarded the M.C. 

(f) Lieut. Thomson and 2/Licut. Shaw were awarded the M.C. At that stage it was necessary to send back a message 
describing the position. Private J. Auden volunteered to take the message, and set out down the slope into the 
barrage. He ran the gauntlet of the shells successfully, reached Battalion Headquarters, delivered his message 
and returned with the reply. On the way back he was struck and badly wounded ; but he struggled on, 
delivered the answer, and remained in action till the end of the fight. He was subsequently awarded the MLM. 
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Chapter XIV. FRANCE AND FLANDERS, 1917. 


heart despite bitter weather. The losses of the Somme offensive in the previous autumn 

had been heavy, but the gains had been obvious. The enemy’s strongest positions had 

been stormed, every German division in turn had been fought and shattered, and the hostile 
defenders had been forced back step by step into temporary positions so weak that ultimate victory 
seemed assured. It seemed that but little further effort would be needed to crack the German front 
and to break through into open country. The losses of the British forces were being replaced by 
fresh drafts from home, and all ranks were cheered by the hope of decisive victory in the forthcoming 
campaign. 


T* New Year of 1917 found the British Armies in France and Flanders confident and in good 


The first days of the New Year found all but one of the Battalions of the Regiment in Picardy ; 
either in front line on the Somme battle-field or else in the training areas behind that front. 

The solitary exception was the 3rd Battalion, in Flanders near Armentiéres. 

Of the remainder, the Ist and 2nd Battalions were in the valley of the River Somme, on 
the southern flank of the devastated battle-area. On the northern flank, the 2/7th and 2/8th 
Battalions were in the valley of the River Ancre. Near Albert the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion was 
engaged on working parties from the camp on Usna Hill; and west of the devastated area, the 
4th Battalion at Molliens Vidame, the 1/7th and 1/8th Battalions at Baisieux and the 10th Battalion 
at Gezaincourt were resting and training. 


At dawn on New Year's Day the first shots of 1917 were fired from the trenches held by the 
2/7th Worcestershire on the heights above Grandcourt. The ensuing day was quiet (a). After 
dark the 2/7th Worcestershire were relieved by the sister Battalion, the 2/8th Worcestershire, and 
marched back to Wellington Huts near Aveluy. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire held the line in bitter cold but without heavy loss (b) till January 
6th, when the 193rd Brigade moved back, first into Wellington Huts and thence through Martinsart 
to billets in Varennes. The 2/8th Worcestershire reached Varenncs on January 9th, but the 2/7th 
Worcestershire remained labouring at Martinsart for another week. Then (c) the Battalion rejoined 
the rest of the Brigade at Varennes, and the reunited Brigade marched westward. In fcur days the 
Brigade marched some forty miles (2) to Marcheville and Domvast where the 2/7th and 2;8th 
Worcestershire respectively found billets. Those marches were made in cold and snowy weather, 
but at the end of the forty miles the 2/7th Worcestershire were able proudly to record that not 
a single man had fallen out. 

In the back areas (¢) the 183rd Brigade settled down to training until well into February. 


Early in the New Year the training period of the 4th Worcestershire came to an end. On 
January 11th the Battalion left the billets at Molliens Vidame and moved by train from Hangest 
to Corbie. Thence the Battalion marched forward, on January 13th, to huts in Meaulte. After 
three days of frost and snow the Battalion moved eastwards to the well-known huts at Carnoy, ard 
thence on the 17th to shelter in Guillemont Quarries. On the following day the 4th Worcestershire 
moved forward to the line, and relieved the 16th Middlesex in trenches beyond Morval. Two short 
tours of duty in the line (f) followed, marked by little except the intense cold. While in reserve at 
Carnoy on January 26th the companies listened to the thunder of guns as other battalions 
of the 29th Division made a successful local attack on the German line. Three days later the 


(a) Casualties 2/8th Worcestershire, Ist January 1917—one wounded. (6) 1 killed, 3 wounded. (c) January 15th. 
(d) 2/7th Battalion. January 16th to Beauquesne (8 miles). 17th to Heuzecourt (15 miles). 18th to Agenville (4 
miles). 19th to Marcheville (11} miles). 
2/8th Battalion. January 16th to Terramesnil (8$ miles). 17th to Le Meillard (17 miles). 18th to Longvillers 
(6 miles). 19th to Domvast (10 miles). 
(e) January 20th—February 4th. 183rd Brigade H.Q. at Argonvillers. 2/7th Worcestershire at Marcheville. 2/8th 
Worcestershire at Domvast. 
February 4th—February 13th. 183rd Brigade H.Q. at Ailly-le-Clocher. 2/7th Worcestershire at Bussus- 
Bussuel. 2/8th Worcestershire at Alliel. 
(f) January 18th—20th and 24th—2b6th. In the interval the Battalion lay in huts at Carnoy and Guillemont. The 
trenches held were those occupied by the French on the right flank during the fight of November Sth. 
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Jan.—Feb. 1917 THE VALLEY OF THE SOMME. 


Battalion moved forward (a) and took over new trenches to the left of the captured position— 
practically the old position of “‘ Bennett Trench.” After a trying period under sharp fire, in ground 
frozen too hard for digging to be possible, the companies were relieved on February Ist. After one 
more short tour (b) in the same trenches the 88th Brigade moved back to rest and on February 9th 
the 4th Worcestershire moved to billets at La Houssuye (near Rainneville). There the Battalion 
lay, resting and training, until February 2st. 


During the first days of 1917 it was decided that the front held by the British Armies in 
France should be extended southward. The first actiun taken was the extension of the front of the 
British XVth Corps down to the River Somme, and early in January orders were issued that the 
33rd Division (including the 2nd Worcestershire) should take over the line immcdiately north of 
the River. Later it was decided that the area south of the Somme should be taken over, and at 
the end of January orders were issucd that several British Divisions should move forward from 
reserve and should relieve French Divisions in that new area. Among the Divisions affected were 
both the 48th and the 6lst Divisions, and thus both the ‘ First-Line ’’ and the ‘‘ Second-Line ” 
Territorial Battalions of the Regiment found themselves under orders for that new sector of the front. 


The first part taken by the Regiment in the occupation cf the new front fell, as we have said, 
to the 2nd Battalion. Leaving their training billets at Ailly-le-Clocher on January 20th the 2nd 
Worcestershire moved by road and rail (c) to Bray, where the Battalion went into camp. Thence 
on January 23rd the Battalion marched forward to Suzanne. The l0Uth Brigadg was now in 
Divisional Reserve : in front, the other Brigades of the 33rd Division had already taken over the line 
north of the Somme from the French. 

Four days later the lu0th Brigade moved forward and the 2nd Worcestershire, at first in 
Brigade Reserve, went into dugouts in Howitzer Wood. 

On the last day of the month the Battalion moved up to the line, and relieved the 9th H.L.I. 
in trenches on the crest line of the spur which runs south-westward from Bouchavesnes to Clery. 

To their left the village of Bouchavesnes was held by the 4th Division: north of that 
village the line facing St. Pierre Vaast Wood was held by the 8th Division, and the right flank 
battalion of that Division was the lst Worcestershire. 


The Ist Worcestershire after their short period of fatigue work near Bray (d) had moved into 
billets at Vaux (e) and then had moved back by rail and road (f) to billets at Vergies. There the 
Battalion had lain, resting and training, until January 22nd when orders were received for the line, 
and the Battalion moved by train from Oisemont to Bray. After four days in camps near Bray 
the 24th Brigade moved forward and on the evening of the 26th the Ist Worcestershire relieved the 
14th Argyle and Sutherlands (g) in trenches due north of Bouchavesnes and facing the wocd of St. 
Pierre Vaast : the very same trenches which the 2nd Worcestershire had held in December. The 
week which followed (January 27th-February 2nd) was marked by no especial incident. 


Thus at the beginning of February both the old Regular Battalions of the Regiment were in 
the line within a mile of each other, north and south respectively of the ruins of Bouchavesnes. 
The weather was still keenly cold, but it chilled effectively the ardour of the enemy, and casualties 
were few. 


F On February 2nd the Ist Worcestershire were relieved from the line(#) and moved back, first 
into Brigade reserve at Asquith Flats, and then by bus from Maurepas to camp near Sailly-le-Sec (#). 
There the Battalion settled down to train for a special operation on secret orders which had been 
Teceived. 


South and east of the wood of St. Pierre Vaast, the little river Tortille runs down along a 
steep valley through the villages of Moislains and Haut Allaines to join the Somme below Peronne. 
Command of that valley was as yet denied to the British forces by the German positions which 
crowned its western heights; notably those immediately east of Bouchavesnes. Those German 
Positions on the crest line effectively commanded the Bouchavesnes ravine. If those positions 
could be captured that observation would be denied to the enemy, while at the same time command 
would be secured over the whole Moislains valley, and the chance of forcing withdrawal upon the 
enemy would be greatly increased. 


(a) January 30th. (b) February 5th—-7th. (c) March to Longpré, train to Bray. See map facing page 213. 
(2) December 29th—January 9th. (e) January 9th—11th. 
(f) Train from Mericourt to Airaines, march to Vergies. (g) Of the 40th Division. 


(A) By the 2nd East Lancashire. Casualties February Ist—2nd. 9 wounded. 
(i) See map facing page 213. 
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1st That the attack would prove a serious operation was not doubted. The tactical importance 
of that position to the enemy was such that every effort would certainly be made to hold it : and in 
consequence all ranks of the Battalion worked their hardest to prepare fully for the coming struggle (a). 


43H Before February was out, the 4th Battalion came into the same area. The 29th Division took 
over the front near Saillisel, and the 4th Worcestershire, leaving their rest billets at La Houssoye 
on February 21st, marched forward by stages through Bronfay and Combles. On February 24th 
the Battalion relieved the Ist Essex Regiment in trenches facing Saillisel, just north of St. Pierre 
Vaast Wood. On February 25th a strong fighting patrol under 2/Lieuts. B. Perkins and C. E. Hackett 
made a daring reconnaissance of the opposing line. Next evening the Battalion was relieved (8), 
but after a short rest in Bronfay Camp again relieved the Ist Essex in the same trenches on March 
2nd. Then the tour of the 29th Division came to an end; the Guards Division took over the line, 
and on the following evening Coldstreamers and Grenadiers (c) relieved the Worcestershire. The 
Battalion marched back to Fregicourt and thence next day by Bronfay Camp to Meaulte, where the 
Worcestershire settled down in crowded billets to intensive training. On March 19th a move by 
rail was made to the back areas, where the Battalion was billetted at Molliens Vidame. There 
training was carried on until the 29th. Then a further move was made to Vignacourt where the 4th 
Worcestershire remained until March 31st. 


2 While the Ist Worcestershire, in reserve, were training for the forthcoming attack at 
ND Bouchavesnes, the 2nd Worcestershire, closer to the line, were rehearsing for a smaller operation. 
Throughout the first weeks in February the Battalion held trenches just north of the Somme or 
billets behind that line (d). In the middle of the month orders were received for an organised raid 
on the opposing trenches, to discover the identity of the German troops. Volunteers were called 
for, and those selected were specially trained. 
On February 24th the Battalion again moved up to the front line on the Clery Spur. Then 
followed two days of hard work in preparation for the raid. It was intended to be a somewhat novel 
operation. Two raids were planned, first a small raid of 50 men shortly after dark, followed by a 
much larger raid of 150 men five hours later. This procedure was intended both to puzzle the enemy 
and also to gain information by the first attack which would prove useful to the second raid. 
Bulg ‘The point selected for the raid was an inviting salient in the German line, known as “ Pekly 
e. 
The night of February 27th/28th was selected for the operation. The raiders took up positions 
of readiness. They were specially accoutred for the operation: neither web equipment nor distinguish- 
ing badges were worn, but each man wore his leather jerkin, steel helmet and gas mask. 


THE CLERY RAID. 


The evening of February 27th was fine and calm and the moon had already set when at 
8.43 p.m. the first raiding force, 3 officers and 57 men (e) under 2/Lieut. E. L. Hopkins, dashed 
forward against the German line. The raiders were organised in three parties, each working 
independently. The attack was covered by a hurricane of fire from Stokes-mortars, rifle-grenades 
and Lewis-guns, while the scene was lighted by a shower of Very lights fired from the British trenches. 

All went well: the attack penetrated the German defences, and after a short, but successful 
fight up and down the trenches the raiders withdrew, bringing with them 7 prisoners. When they 
had safely reassembled in our own trenches their losses were found to have been no more than one 
officer and 10 men, all wounded. 

The German artillery retaliated fiercely for some time; then the firing died down and a 
comparative quiet ensued, broken by successive bursts of fire from the British Lewis-guns to prevent 
the enemy from repairing their broken defences. 


(a) The preparations for the attack were most careful. Near the camp an exact reproduction of the enemy’s trench 
system was made and repeatedly attacked. 

(b) The relief was carried out under a fierce bombardment which cost the Battalion cight casualties, including C.S.M. 
B. Worsley, 1).C.M.; whose death was regretted by all. 

(c) One company Ist Coldstream, and two companies 4th Grenadiers. 

(2) Battalion in front line January 3lst—February 5th. Casualties, 5 wounded. February 16th—19th. Casualties, 
one officer (2'Lieut. W. M. Cooper) killed. Battalion in reserve trenches Frize Bend February 5th—10th, 
in billets at Suzanne February 10th—16th, in reserve trenches Howitzer Wood February 19th—24th. 

(e) 2 officers and 5U men of the Regiment, 1 officer and 7 sappers of the R.E. 
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As silently as possible the second raiding force assembled, 170 strong under 2/Lieut. E. A. O. 2npD 
Durlacher (a). By midnight all were in position and 2/Lieut. Durlacher had established his head- 
quarters in a saphead facing the “ Bulge.”” At 12.43 a.m. the three parties into which the attackers 
were organised filed out of the trenches and lay down in front. Just after 1 a.m. the mortars and 
Lewis-guns again opened their heaviest fire and the raiders dashed forward. They were met by a 
heavy fire, but the enemy shot wildly and were swiftly overrun. In the glimmering light provided 
by flares and shell-bursts a wild fight went on in the German salient. As a countersign to prevent 
confusion ‘‘ FIRM ’’ had been given, and “ FirM”’ the raiders shouted as they worked their way up 
and down with bomb and bayonet. The enemy at once attempted a counter-attack, and fought 
their way forward along the trench—big men, fighting furiously. For a moment the situation 
was critical, but Sergeant G. W. Grinnell organised those around him, blocked the trench, and held 
the enemy back in a desperate bombing fight. The commander of the raiders, 2/Lieut. Durlacher, 
accompanied by a bugler and a small party of signallers, moved forward from the British saphead 
to the German trenches. There he established a telephone station and calmly reported operations 
in the midst of the fighting. 

For another half-hour bombing, bayonetting, and the destruction of dugouts, was continued, 
while the artillery of both sides kept up an intense fire. Then, at 2 a.m., Lieut. Durlacher’s bugler 
gave the prearranged signal to retire—the ‘‘ Fire Alarm’’ bugle call fullowed by ‘‘ Come to the 
Cookhouse Door ”’ and last of all the “‘ Officers Mess” call. The raiders fell back across ‘‘ No Man’s 
Land ”’ bringing with them much booty and a number of prisoners. 

When the prisoners were examined it was found that the raided enemy were really “‘the Prussian 
Guard ’’—the 2nd Battalion of the 2nd Guard Grenadier Regiment. Sixteen prisoners had been taken 
and the raiders estimated that at least another fifty of the Prussian Guardsmen had been left dead 
in their trenches. Our own casualties had been about sixty, nearly all wounded (4). 

That success brought the Battalion many congratulations. ‘‘ The keenness displayed by all 
ranks of the 2nd Worcestershire Regiment,” wrote the Brigadier, ‘‘ deserves special mention. The 
knowledge that it has now successfully raided the lines of a Prussian Guards Regiment twice in one 
night will of course do much to maintain the splendid morale of the Battalion ” (c). 

After the raid the Battalion spent a further twenty-four hours in the Clery trenches and 
then, relieved by the 9th H.L.I., moved back into the support trenches. After two days more, the 
100th Brigade moved back into Divisional reserve and the Battalion marched westwards to billets 
in Suzanne. The 38rd Division then moved back into reserve ; and on March 6th the 2nd Worcester- 
shire tramped back through Bray to Corbie (d), where the Battalion settled down to training. 


As the 2nd Worcestershire drew back the Ist Worcestershire.moved up to the heights above ist 
the Somme. After many weeks of preparation, the attack for which the Battalion had been 
training was at hand. The companies spent a few nights in reserve in billets at Vaux and Bray (e) 
and then marched forward on the first day in March to dugouts at Asquith Flats. Thence on the 
following evening the Ist Worcestershire moved forward to the line and relieved the 2nd Devons in 
trenches due east of Bouchavesnes ; the trenches from which the attack was to be delivered. 
One fairly quiet day in the trenches followed. Then throughout the night of March 3rd/4th 
the British trenches were alive with quiet workers, eagerly preparing for the next morning’s assault. 


THE ACTION OF BOUCHAVESNES (/). 


As dawn broke(g) on March 4th the British artillery opened a barrage fire. The opening crash 
of the bombardment served as signal (4) to the battalions detailed for the attack, and all along 
the front of the British trenches troops swarmed out and poured forward in a series of waves. The 
Ist Worcestershire were in the centre of the attacking line, with the 2nd Northamptonshire on the 
left. The right flank of the Worcestershire was on the road from Bouchavesnes to Moislains ; south 
of the road the 2nd Royal Berkshire continued the front of attack. 


(a) 5 officers and 150 men of the Regiment. 1 officer and 15 sappers of the R.E. 

(6) 2/Lieut. W. Heyes killed. Six missing, believed killed. Wounded two subalterns and 47 other ranks of the 
Regiment, onc subaltern and six men of the Sappers. 

(c) For their gallant conduct in the Clery Raid, Lieut. E. A.O. Durlacher and 2/Lieut. E. L. Hopkins were awarded the 
M.C. Sergt.G. W. Grinnell was awarded the D.C.M. Subsequently 2/Lieut. W. B. Edwards of the Battalion, 
attached to the 100th Brigade Staff was also awarded the M.C. 

(2) At Corbie reinforcements joined, including Lieuts. H. C. Downes and R. F. Barker. 

(e) February 22nd—24th Bray. February 25th—27th Vaux. February 28th Bray. 

(f) This action was unaccountably omitted from the despatches of the C.-in-C. and hence is not to be found in the 
official list of battles: nor has a battle-honour for it been allowed, in spite of a petition from the Regiment. 

() 5.30 a.m. (hk) This was a variant on the usual method of synchronised watches. 
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The attack was immediately successful. The German front line, “ Pallas Trench,” was easily 
overrun and the attackers swept onward to their further objective, ‘“ Fritz Trench,” the German 
second line. Led by Captain N. H. Stone, Lieutenant R. A. O’Donovan and 2/Lieut. J. A. Smithin (a) 
the Worcestershire platoons charged “ Fritz Trench.”” There was a short but desperate struggle. 
The enemy resisted to the last, but the attackers weré not to be denied. For a few minutes a Gerinan 
machine-gun held up the onslaught, but the gun was rushed and captured by a party headed by 
Sergeant T. Guest (6). Within a quarter of an hour from the start “ Fritz Trench” had been 
secured. In many places the trench had been so battered as to be unrecognisable ; the attackers 
passed over it and pushed on down the slope to ‘“‘ Bremen Trench,” the enemy’s third line. There 
they bombed dugouts and roped in prisoners until it was realised that our own shells were falling 
closely around. Recognising from this that they had gone too far, those foremost of the victors fell 
back and rejoined the main body of the Battalion, who were busily working to prepare the captured 
positions for defence, under the personal direction of Colonel Grogan. The Colonel was everywhere, 
controlling the dispositions and the entrenchment, inspiring all by his own cheerfulness and courage(c). 

From “ Fritz Trench” good observation could be obtained over the whole of the Moislains 
Valley. The captured position was in fact very important, and the whole weight of the enemy’s 
artillery and infantry was at once thrown in to regain it. The work of consolidation was continued 
under an ever increasing bombardment from all directions, and soon the enemy commenced a series 
of violent counter-attacks. Most of those counter-attacks were made against the flanking Battalions 
and a fierce bombing struggle raged all the morning around “ Fritz Cut,” immediately to the left 
of the Worcestershire line ; but presently the enemy began to dash forward in increasing numbers 
up the open slopes. The Worcestershire platoons opened ahot fire. Lance-Corporal F. H.S. Harley, 
in particular, did notable execution with his Lewis-gun (d), and the remnant of the attacking 
enemy were driven to cover. 

All day the enemy’s shells beat against their lost trenches, but by nightfall “‘ Fritz Trench ” 
was securely in our hands and the firing died away. Later the 2nd West Yorkshire came up to take 
over the captured ground, and the Ist Worcestershire, weary but triumphant, tramped back to 
“ Asquith Flats.” 


The casualties, nearly all due to the enemy’s shell-fire, had been very heavy—over 200, 
including ten officers (e). After the action the lst Worcestershire remained for three wintry days (f) 
in Asquith Flats resting and cleaning up. 

On March 6th the Corps Commander (Lieut.-General Sir John Du Cane) inspected the Ist 
Worcestershire and 2nd Northamptonshire and congratulated them on the success and the gallantry 
they had shown. Two days later the Battalion moved up to the battlefield again and relieved 
the 2nd Devons, in the left hand sector of the captured ground, from Fritz Cut to Fritz Alley. 
Bickering fighting had gone on there in the intervening days, but it was now dying down, and a 
heavy snowstorm on March 9th virtually brought operations to an end. 

The Battalion held the trenches on the heights until March 12th, suffering some slight loss 
from shell-fire (g) and much misery from bitter cold ; then the Ist Sherwood Foresters took over the 
trenches. The Worcestershire marched back to Asquith Flats, and thence, on March 15th, to camp 
near Curlu. 


While the Divisions of the Fourth Army were gaining ground in the valley of the Somme, 
the Divisions of the Fifth Army were carrying out similar operations in the valley of the Ancre. 
The 68rd Division in which was included the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion of the Regiment, took a pro- 
minent part in a series of small attacks and advances, and the Pioneers were often under fire. 

Operations were begun on January 18th. The 14th Worcestershire shifted their camp from 
Usna Hill, where they had lain since the New Year, to a site near Englebelmer. From that camp 
working parties were sent out daily. 

On February 3rd the first attack was made. The 63rd Division stormed two lines of the 
enemy’s trenches north of the Ancre. ‘“‘D’’ Company of the 14th Worcestershire, commanded 
by Captain F. J. Brazier, were sent forward to assist the consolidation of the captured position. When 
the company reached the captured trenches heavy fighting was still in progress. The enemy were 


(a) Those three officers were awarded the M.C. (b) Sergeant Guest was awarded the D.C.M. 
(c) Colonel Grogan was awarded the D.S.O. for his gallant leadership. (d) L/Cpl. Harley was awarded the D.C.M. 
(e) Killed, 6 officers (Capt. R. P. Birtles, Licut. R. M. Ross, 2/Lts. W. E. Deakin, F. M. Marrs, A. P. Rosling and 


W. Ward) and 44 men. Wounded 4 officers and 158 other ranks. Missing 11. 
(f) The day after the battle was marked by a heavy snowstorm. 
(g) Casualties March 8th—12th. 1 killed, 7 wounded. 
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fan, March 1917, THE SPRING IN PICARDY. 


closing in to regain their ground. Parties of the Pioneers were pushed forward to hold the enemy 
at bay while the ground gained was entrenched. Onc of those parties, headed by Lance-Corporal 
J. Eggleton showed great bravery, beating off attack after attack during forty-eight hours of 
continuous fighting (a). 

The capture of those trenches had a notable effect. At dawn on February 7th_ patrols 
reported that the enemy appeared to be evacuating Grandcourt. Battalions of the 63rd Division 
pushed forward and, after a bickering fight with German snipers, occupied the ruins cf the village 
which had resisted so many attacks (0). ‘‘B’’ Cumpany of the 14th Worcestershire was sent up, 
and worked hard under heavy fire (c) among the ruins. 


The next important action of the 63rd Division was on February 17th when the German 
defences east of Miraumont were stormed. For that action ‘“‘C’’ Company was attached to a 
battalion of Marines (¢). The Company did valuable work in constructing wire entanglements in 
front of the captured trenches, fortunately without heavy loss (e). 

Fighting continued, and a week later came news that the enemy had evacuated all their 
front-line defences including Miraumont. It was urgently necessary to get artillery forward, so 
all companies of the 14th Worcestershire were recalled from other work and set to the construction 
of roads across the evacuated ground. The work was carried out under continuous fire ; which 
caused some few casualties (f). 

The 14th Worcestershire remained working in the area around Miraumont until the first 
week in March. Then the 63rd Division moved back to rest and train. The Pioneers left their camp 
at Englebelmer on March 8th and marched eastward fifteen miles to Val-de-Maison near Talmas. 
On March 20th the 63rd Division moved northwards. The Division had been transferred to the First 
Army, and marched up through the pleasant Artois countryside into Flanders. Afier six days 
of marching (g) the 14th Worcestershire settled into billets at Mont Bernenchon, midway between 
Bethune and St. Venant. There the Battalion remained until April 7th, working and training. 


During the first month of the New Year the Territorial Battalions of the 48th Division had 
remained in the back areas, resting and training in cold snowy weather at Baisieux, Huppy and 
Doudelainville (h). 

On January 28th that training period came to an end and the Territorials moved forward 
again to the Somme area. The 48th Division had been ordered to relieve the French 152nd Division 
in the line facing Peronne. 

Leaving their billets on January 28th, the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire moved by train 
forward to Cerisy, where both Battalions remained in reserve in billets on the banks of the Somme 
for some three days. Then the 144th Brigade moved forward from Cerisy, and on February Ist 
the 1/8th Worcestershire took over the reserve trenches one mile west of Herbccourt, while behind 
them the 1/7th Worcestershire went into billets at Cappy. On the following day (7) the 1/8th 
Worcestershire stood fast, while the 1/7:h Worcestershire went past them into the support line of 
trenches and the two Gloucestershire battalions took over the front line from the French. Scarcely 
had the 144th Brigade settled into the new line when the enemy made a raid to discover their 
identity. The Gloucestershire battalions in front had a bad time, but the two Worcestershire 
battalions were not affected, save that the heavy shelling cost the 1/7th Battalion 4 men wounded. 

On February 7th the Gloucestershire battalions were relieved and the 1/7th and 1/8th 
Worcestershire went into the line side by side (j). The 1/7th Worcestershire found themselves 
in trenches close to Peronne, just south of Biaches and facing a group of fortified buildings on 


(a} Casualties 4 killed, 3 officers (Capt. F. J. Brazier, Lt. J. R. Blake, 2/Lt. L. N. Jotcham) and 14 men wounded. 
L/Cpl. Eggleton was awarded the D.C.M. Captain Brazier was subsequently awarded the M.C. 
(b) See pages 210—211. (c) Which severely wounded one officer (2/Lieut. —- Gibson). 
(d) 2nd Battalion R.M.L.1. (e) 1 killed, 9 wounded. 
(f) February 26th—2 men wounded. 
(gi March of the 14th Worcestershire as follows :—- 
March 20th from Val-de-Maison through Candas and Fienvillers to Autheux. 
March 2] st through Outrebois—Mezerolles—Frohen-le-grand—V illers |’ Hopital—-Fortel to Vacquerie-le- Boucq. 
March 22nd through Ligny-sur-Canche—Frevent—Nuncq—Fscoivres—to Croisette. 
March 24th through St. Pol and Pernes to Floringhem. 
March 25th through Ferfay—Ames—Licres—to Bourecq. 
March 26th through Lillers and Busnes to Mont Bernenchon. 
(4) 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire both at Baisieux from 30th December to 8th January. Then move by train to 
, Abbeville area. 1/7th Battalion billetted at Huppy and 1/8th Battalion at Doudelainville until 28th January. 
() On February 2nd Captain R. W. Nield, formerly Quartermaster of the 1/7th Worcestershire took over the duties 
of Adjutant ; which post he held thencefurward till the end of the War. 
(j) The 1/7th Worcestershire relieved the 1/6th Gloucestershire, and the 1/8th Worcestershire relieved the 1/4th 
Gloucestershire. 
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1 slightly rising ground, known as La Maisonnette. To their right the 1/8th Worcestershire continued 
/"7TH the line almost due westward towards Barleux, which was held by the enemy. After two quiet days 
in the line (a) both Battalions were relieved and marched back, the 1/8th Worcestershire to Eclusier 
& and the 1/7th Worcestershire to Cappy (2). 
- On February 17th the two Battalions moved forward again, the 1/8th Worcestershire into 
/8tH reserve positions around Herbecourt and Flaucourt and the 1/7th Worcestershire into the support 
trenches to their front. All ranks worked hard at improving their defences, but while they worked 
the cold weather broke and a rapid thaw melted the mud and made the trenches almost impassable. 
On the night of February 21st/22nd the two Worcestershire battalions struggled up through 
the mud and once more took over the front-line trenches from the two Gloucestershire battalions of 
their Brigade (c). That tour in the line lasted four days: shelling had increased and, in the existing 
bad state of the trenches, the shells caused many casualties (d), which were increased by an attempted 
enemy raid at dawn of the 24th. When at last the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire were relieved on 
the evening of the 25th and moved back respectively into the support and reserve positions, it was 
found that between them the two Battalions had sustained over 70 casualties. On the following 
day both Battalions marched back to billets in Cappy, whence they sent out numerous working 
arties. 

i One more short tour in the line followed (March 3rd—7th), during which the 1/7th Worcester- 
shire held the trenches from Barleux to Biaches and the 1/8th Worcestershire, on their left, held 
the river front as far as Sormont Farm. Apart from the heavy gun-fire on the left caused by the 
fight at Bouchavesnes, and a heavy snowstorm on the following day there was little to note save 
hard work and several casualties (¢). On March 7th both Battalions marched back to Cappy and 

lay there during the following week. 


While the other Battalions had been engaged across the main battle-area of the Somme, 
10TH the 10th Battalion had been in action on the northern flank of the field of operations. 

On January 9th the 19th Division finished training in the back areas and moved forward. 
The 10th Worcestershire marched from Gezaincourt to Amplier. On the following day the Battalion 
moved forward by bus and lorry to the line and took over trenches at Hebuterne (f). The new 
trenches were just north of that village, facing the unconquered German defences of Gommecourt. 

It was bitterly cold with thick lying snow, which often revealed at dawn the tracks of both 
British and German patrols during the previous night. The Battalion held the line during an 
uneventful week, and then moved back into reserve, first to Bayencourt and then on January 2lst 
to Bertrancourt. There the Battalion lay until February 2nd, when the 57th Brigade took over a 
fresh sector and the 10th Worcestershire relieved the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers in trenches facing 
Serre. The Battalion held those trenches, alternately with the 8th Gloucestershire, during most of 
the ensuing month (g). 

On the night of February 11th/12th a successful raid was carried out by the Battalion. Behind 
a heavy barrage two companies of the Worcestershire under Captains G. C. N. Sturt and E. W. Butler 
attacked at 11.15 p.m. across ‘‘ No Man’s Land.” Shell-fire from both sides was heavy, and many 
casualties resulted, but the enemy’s infantry offered little resistance. The German first and second 
lines were found practically unoccupied. A small listening post was sighted in ‘‘ No Man’s Land” 
but ran away at once; and though the attacking troops penetrated to the enemy's second line 
no more defenders were met. Under a heavy fire the raiders explored and destroyed the enemy's 
defences. After half-an-hour the order was given to retire, but the last party did not leave the 
enemy’s pence till well after midnight. The losses were severe—some sixty in all, including 3 
officers (A). 

The next few weeks brought no notable incident. 


(a) February 7th—9th 1/7th Battalion—1 officer (2/Lt. A. W. Davies) and 1 man wounded. 1/8th Battalion—2 men 
wounded. On February 6th 2/Lieut. C. C. Underwood 1/7th Battalion (temp. att. R. Warwickshire) was killed. 

(b) At the end of that march, the 1/8th Worcestershire were played into Eclusier by the Drums of the 2nd Battalion, 
then at Suzanne. On February 11th a disastrous fire in a hut of the 1/7th Worcestershire at Cappy resulted 
in much loss of equipment. 

(c) That relief was extremely difficult : the frost had broken and the whole of the trenches collapsed. Many men were 
stuck in the mud and had to be helped out. In many cases the mud and water poured down the trenches and 
filled the deep dugouts. 

(d) February 2lst—25th. 1/7th Battalion—7 killed, 20 wounded. 1/8th Battalion—16 killed, 33 wounded. 

(e) March 3rd—7th, 1/7th Battalion—2 killed, I officer (2/Lieut. H. N. Ness) and 14 men wounded. 1/8th Battalion— 
2 killed. 

(f) From the 18th Durhams of the 31st Division. 

(g) luth Worcestershire in front trenches February 2nd—5th, 9th—13th, 17th—2Ist. When out of the line the 
Battalion was billetted in Bertrancourt. 

(A) 4 killed. 13 missing believed killed. 3 officers (Capt. G. C. N. Sturt, 2/Lt. B. C. S. S. Raine, 2/Lt. C. J. Masterson) 
and 39 other ranks wounded. 
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Feb,—March 1911. THE GERMAN PLANS. 


The 61st Division, as we have noted, was one of the Divisions now destined to extend the 
front of the British Armies southwards. After their long period of training, the “‘ Second-Line ” 
Territorial Battalions commenced their move to the new area towards the middle of February. 
On February 14th the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire moved by train from Pont Remy to Marcelcave 
and Wiencourt. Thence they marched to billets respectively in Wiencourt and Demuin (a). 

On February 16th the two Battalions concentrated at Framerville with the rest of the 183rd 
Brigade, and began the business of taking over the line from the French troops. After preliminary 
reconnaissances, the relief was carried out on the night of February 17th/18th. The 2/7th Worcester- 
shire marched through Rainecourt and Herleville and were then led by French guides (b) into trenches 
immediately south-east of the little hamlet of Pressoire near Ablaincourt. The 2/8th Worcestershire, 
who had marched from Framerville along the Lihons road, were ikcwise met by French guides (b) 
and led into trenches immediately to the right of the sister Battalion (¢). There the right flank 
of the Battalion faced the ruined town of Chaulnes. The 2/8th Worcestershire was for the time 
the extreme right flank battalion of the British Army. 

Conditions in the new sector were peaceful, and after 48 hours the three battalions holding 
the Brigade front were reduced to two: the 2/7th Worcestershire were drawn out into a position 
in reserve, while the 2/8th Worcestershire and 2/4th Gloucestershire extended their flanks inwards 
to cover the evacuated front. 

The 183rd Brigade continued to hold the new line for the ensuing week, with little interference 
from the enemy, but in great discomfort ; for the trenches dissolved into a morass of thawing mud 
which entailed endless labour and caused many cases of “ trench foot ’’ and other forms of sickness. 
On February 25th the Warwickshire Territorials of the 182nd Brigade took over the line and the 
Worcestershire battalions moved back into billets, the 2/8th Battalion in Vauvillers and the 2/7th 
Battalion further back in Harbonniéres. There the two Battalions rested and trained until March 
8th; then the Brigade moved forward again. The 2/7th Worcestershire took over the trenches 
north of Chaulnes while the 2/8th Worcestershire remained in reserve at Framerville. 

The British 35th Division had now taken over from the French the line immediately further to 
the south, and on March 9th a readjustment of the Divisional fronts resulted in the 2/7th Worcester- 
shire taking over a long additional front extending to the right as far as the Chaulnes—Lihons road. 

On the night of March 14th/15th the two Worcestershire battalions exchanged positions. 
The 2/8th Battalion took over the front line, and the 2/7th moved back into reserve at Framerville. 


THE ADVANCE TO THE HINDENBURG LINE. 


While the opposing armies had lain inactive during the Winter months, the Allied and the 
German Staffs had been busy on plans for the Spring Campaign. The Battles of the Somme had 
Tesulted in a great salient being driven into the German line. The elaborate defences of the German 
Positions had been shattered and captured, and when weather conditions forced a pause in the Allied 
advance, the German defenders were clinging only to improvised lines of defence. The utmost labour 
during the winter months could not convert those precarious lines into positions capable of with- 
Standing organised attacks such as the Allied armies had by then learnt to launch. 

The German commanders had decided that their next main effort must be made on their 
Eastern Front, in order finally to wreck the tottering Russian power. To economise men for that 
effort they decided to shorten their Western Front, to withdraw from the Somme battle-field to a 
new line running south from Arras to Soissons. That position was carefully chosen and was strongly 
entrenched during the Winter months. Elaborate field works, row behind row of trenches and wide 
hedges of barbed wire rendered the defences stronger than any others previously known. So great 
a work could not be executed in complete secrecy. The existence of the new position became 
known, and by the Allied Staffs it was referred to, by the name of the new German Commander- 
in-Chief (d), as ‘‘ The Hindenburg Line.” 


Before February was out, news reached the Divisions on the right of the British line that 
the enemy further north were withdrawing from the awkward salient above the Ancre. Word 
came that a general withdrawal of the enemy from the Somme battle-area was anticipated ; and 
excitement grew as day by day reports arrived of fresh indications of such a withdrawal. 


(2) These localities may be found on map facing page 339. 

(+) Of the French 130th Regiment “ After taking over from the French we were ordered to speak in French on the 
telephone in order to conceal the relief. You can imagine the joy of carrying on business in abominable French, 

; and it must have amused the enemy if they heard it." (H.W.D.) 

ic! At the same time the 2/4th Gloucestershire similarly went into trenches on the left flank of the 2/7th Worcestershire. 

(d) At the end of August 1916 the direction of the German forces on the western front had been entrusted to General von 
Hindenburg assisted by Lieut.-General von Ludendorf. 
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On the evening of March 13th the two ‘‘ First-Line ’ Territorial Battalions once more marched 
forward from Cappy to the trenches before Peronne. : 

The 1/8th Worcestershire took over the forward trenches in front of La Maisonnette, while 
behind them the 1/7th Worcestershire occupied a support position. 

The next few days were quiet and misty. Reports from deserters and explosions behind the 
enemy’s lines both confirmed the impression that the enemy were about to withdraw, but definite 
information was difficult to obtain. Strong patrols were constantly pushed forward; but the 
enemy’s front line, at any rate, was still held, and on the evening of March 15th a too daring patrol 
of the 1/8th Worcestershire was badly punished (6). 

Before dawn on March 17th a successful little attack by the 1/5th Glosters and 1/4th Oxford 
LI. of the 145th Brigade was delivered through the lines held by the 1/8th Worcestershire. 
The attacking troops took and held La Maisonnette with only slight casualties. “A” and “B” 
Companies of the 1/8th Worcestershire assisted in the attack and secured some of the hostile trenches. 
Following up their success, the Territorials pushed down the slopes to the river banks, which they 
piquetted as far south as Eterpigny. 

After dark the 1/7th Worcestershire were brought up from support and took over the captured 
positions. Throughout the night, explosions were heard in the enemy's lines and the glare of fires was 
seen. 

Early on the morning of March 18th the Warwickshire battalions of the 145th Brigade sent 
patrols forward across the river into Peronne, which was found deserted. No touch was obtained 
with the enemy, and during the day all ranks were delighted to see the British cavalry pass over the 
trenches and push forward through Peronne into the open country beyond. Further south, no move 
was ordered until dawn of March 19th, when a strong patrol of the 1/7th Worcestershire, 30 men of 
“D” Company under Lieut. C. W. V. Peake, made their way with grcat difficulty over the broken 
bridge at Lamire Farm. After skirting the wood which lay north of the deserted village of 
Le Mesnil the patrol took up a position of observation on that wocd’s northern edge. 

All around them the country-side had been devastated. Trecs had been felled across the roads, 
craters had been blown at the cross-roads and the cottages had been wrecked. The patrol stood fast, 
sent back messages and waited for support. 

Next morning (March 20th) ‘‘ B ”’ Company of the Battalion followed across the river, occupied 
Le Mesnil and pushed forward patrols towards Cartigny. Before nightfall the rest of the Battalion 
had reached Le Mesnil and had established a line of outposts about a mile further east. 

The enemy had retreated out of touch. The British Cavalry had gone forward to find the 
German rearguards. The most pressing need of the moment was the reconstruction of roads to 
assist the advance ; so on March 2Ist the 1/7th Worcestershire were relieved in the front line (c) 
and tramped back across the river to their former position. There the 1/8th Worcestershire were 
already hard at work near Flaucourt, and for the next few days both Battalions laboured on the 
construction of roads and bridges. 


Meanwhile, further south, the ‘“ Second-Line”’ Territorials also had been advancing. In 
anticipation of the enemy’s withdrawal, patrols had been sent forward night after night from the 
line of the 61st Division ; but night after night the patrols of the 2/8th Worcestershire, as they crept 
forward to the ruins of Chaulnes, had been met with a blaze of rifle-fire which drove them back to the 
shelter of their own trenches. At dusk on March 17th, the Worcestershire patrols went forward again : 
they were not fired upon. Cautiously making their way forward, they found the hostile trenches 
empty. The patrols stole onwards in the darkness through the ruins of Chaulnes and into the 
supporting trenches beyond. All alike were empty: the enemy had disappeared. 

At once detachments were pushed through Chaulnes, posts were established on the far side 
and all was made ready for advance. Next morning (March 18th) a general advance was begun. 
The 2/8th Worcestershire moved forward to Hyencourt-le-Grand, pushing outposts forward unop- 
posed to Bersaucourt. Behind them the 2/7th Worcestershire marched up from Framerville to 
Chaulnes. 

Next day (March 19th) a further advance was made. The 2/7th Worcestershire passed 
through the outpost linc of the sister Battalion and before nightfall had reached the line of the River 
Somme at Rouy (4d). Oa their left the 2/6th Gloucestershire had occupied Bethencourt. Behind them 
the 2/8th Worcestershire had found billets in Dreslincourt. There the two Battalions stood fast. 
Orders came which set all working hard to prepare defences along the line of the River Somme and to 
repair the roads which the enemy had shattered. In front of them the British cavalry were advancing. 
Distant gun-fire and occasional batches of fresh-caught prisoners were the only signs of actual 
hostilities ; but all around the country had been devastated. Houses had been laid in ruins, bridges 


(a) From the 145th Brigade. (6) 2nd Licut. J. T. Ibbs was mortally wounded. (c) By the 1/4th R. Berkshire. 


(d) 2/7th Battalion Headquarters night of 19th/20th were at the cross-roads midway between Dreslincourt and Mesnil- 
St. Nicaise. 
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had been blown up, wells had been rendered unfit for use and fruit trees had been cut down. Never- 
theless the wretched inhabitants of the liberated villages were overjoyed, and did all they could to 
express their gratitude to the British troops. 

For a week the companies of the two Worcestershire battalions laboured more or less inde- 
pendently at a succession of tasks (a). Battalion Headquarters of the 2/7th Worcestershire moved on 
March 25th to Morchain, and on the same day the 2/8th Worcestershire closed in from Dreslincourt 
to Potte. 


On March 27th caine orders for a further advance. The resistance of the enemy's rearguards 
had stiffened as they neared the prepared positions of the “‘ Hindenburg Linc.’’ The British Cavalry 
had been brought to a standstill and more weight was required to press the advance. The 61st 
Division were to relieve the 5th Cavalry Division in the outpost line, which then ran through 
Germaine, Beauvois, Caulincourt and Poeuilly, with advanced posts at Vaux, Etreillers and 
Villeveque. The 2/8th Worcestershire marched forward on March 27th across the Scmme at 
Bethencourt (6) and through the little hamlet named Y—the shortest place-name in the world—to 
Croix Moligaaux. On the following day the Battalion marched northwards to Monchy Lagachc. 
The 2/7th Worcestershire followed in the footsteps of the sister Battalion, and also arrived in Monchy 
Lagache before nightfall. By that time the 2/8th Worcestershire had moved furward to the line of 
outposts, and were engaged in taking them over from the cavalry—Indian cavalry and Dominion 
Yeomaniy—Hodson’s Horse, the 18th Lancers and King Edward’s Horse. By 10 p.m. the relief 
was complete, the cavalry were making their way back into reserve at Monchy Lagache and Hancourt, 
and the 2/8th Worcestershire were entrenching themselves amid snow and rain. Two companies 
were placed forward in Villeveque and the cther two further back in support. To assist in the 
work of entrenchment, the 2/7th Worcestershire at Monchy Lagache sent two ccmpanies forward 
to Trefgon. 

After dark, Licut. R. H. Stallard led a fighting patrol through the German outposts into 
tuined Attily. He was fired on, but got back without loss (c’. 

Next day (March 29th) both Battalions stood fast. A certain amount of shelling went on, 
and occasional bursts of machine-gun fire checked the movement of patrols activity. Beyond the 
trees from Villeveque a dull pall of smoke could be seen hanging over Vermand. 

Shortly after midnight of the 29th/30th a patrol of the 2/8th Worcestershire worked through 
the trees up the bank of the little river Omignon and fourd Marteville empty. The patrol pushed 
on into Vermand, which likewise was found empty ; a mass of smouldering ruins. The news was 
sent back, and before dawn Vermand and Marteville had been occupied and their eastern edges 
entrenched. That entrenchment proved a wise precaution, for later in the day the new positions 
were heavily shelled. Next day the enemy’s guns continued their fire, and the Worcestershire 
Territorials had their first sight of the enemy’s cavalry. A German cavalry patrol approached 
Marteville, but were easily driven off. 

On the morning of April Ist the 2/8th Worcestershire were relieved in the front line by the 
2/ith Worcestershire and marched back to billets in Monchy Lagache. Before the relief a patrol 
of the 2/8th Battalion under Captain D. R. Bomford had worked their way forward up the slope 
to Attilly and had exchanged tire with the enemy’s outpost groups. It was ascertained that the 
village was not strongly held, and the information was passed on to the incoming Battalion. Accord- 
ingly the first act of the 2/7th Worcestershire, after taking over the line, was to send forward an 
attacking party. That party, led by Captain A. H. Bowman, entered Attily and found the village 
empty. The enemy’s outposts had retired into the great wood of Holnon, and Attily was safely 
occupied and entrenched. That evening, patrols pushed up the valley of the Omignon and found 
that the enemy had evacuated Villecholes. The empty village was occupied. Preparations were 
made for an immediate attack on Maissemy and the ridge which runs northward to that village 
from the Bois d’Holnon. 

The attack was made in the early afternoon (April 2nd) and met with little opposition : the 
enemy's outposts had withdrawn. The 2/7th Worcestershire occupied Maissemy, while on their right 
the 2/4th and 2/6th Gloucestershire secured the ridge; behind them the 2/8th Worcestershire, 
disturbed from rest, had marched forward from Monchy Lagache to reserve positions in Villeveque. 

The captured position was consolidated under a heavy shell-fire ; for the line of the ridge was 
visible to the enemy’s artillery for many miles around ; luckily but little loss was caused (d). 


(a) Principally at repairing the mine-craters at the cross-roads, which greatly delayed wheeled transport. 

(b) “ Where Henry V. crossed before the battle of Agincourt. Possibly we were the next British troops to do so.” 
(H.W.D.) 

(c) His report was actually disbelieved at Divisional Headquarters, until confirmed next day by the finding of his 
empty cases and Lewis-gun cover. 

(@) Casualties 2/7th Worcestershire—1 killed, 2 wounded. For his good leadership in these operations, Lt. Colonel 
Dorman was subsequently awarded the D.S.O. 
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In the ensuing twenty-four hours the consolidation of the new position was continued amid 
intermittent shell-fire. Then on the evening of April 4th the two Worcestershire battalions changed 
over and the 2/7th Worcestershire marched back into Villeveque. The 2/8th Worcestershire took 
over the positions at Maissemy and Villecholes and promptly pushed forward patrols. The patrols 
reported that the little wood of Cartenoy on the right front was clear of the enemy ; and accordingly 
advanced posts were established in that wood. Then came orders for a further advance across the 
valley towards Gricourt. The enemy held outpost positions covering that village, on the north at 
the small “‘ Hill 120’”’ and on the south at the village of Fresnoy-le-Petit : the 2/8th Worcestershire 
would attack the former and the 2/4th Gloucestershire the latter. 

The attack was delivered under a heavy artillery fire at midnight on April 7th/8th. After 
crossing the valley, the assaulting platoons of the 2/8th Worcestershire pushed up the slope of “‘ Hill 
120.”" Near thc crest they were met by bursts of machine-gun fire, but by 1 a.m. the crest line had 
been reached and occupied. From the left, the enemy’s fire was so heavy that on that flank the 
attack was held up. A simultaneous attack by the 184th Brigade up the northern bank of the 
Omignon had failed, as also had the attack of the 2/4th Gloucestershire on Fresnoy-le-Petit. Con- 
sequently the 2/8th Worcestershire were in advance of the remainder of the Division, and the Battalion 
was forced to entrench a more or less triangular position of which the apex was on the reverse slope 
of the captured crest, with the left flank thrown back to a convenient crater position overlooking the 
little village of Pontru. . 

In the task of consolidation conspicuous good work was done by Lieutenant R. H. Stallard 
and 2/Lieutenant G. Pritchard. Both showed coulness and good judgment in directing the siting and 
digging of trenches under heavy fire(a). 

All next day (April 8th) the 2/8th Worcestershire held their forward position. After dark 
the Battalion was relieved by the 2/5th Royal Warwickshire, and the platoons made their way back 
across the valley to Maissemy. Thence the Battalion marched back into reserve at Tertry and 
Monchy Lagache. On the following day (April 9th) the 183rd Brigade moved right back into 
Divisional Reserve. The 2/8th Worcestershire marched to billets in Athies and the 2/7th Wor- 
cestershire marched from Monchy Lagache to quarters in Croix Molignaux. 

The two battalions settled down to steady work in reconstructing the devastated area around 
them. 


While the ‘“‘ Second-Line”’ Territorials had been working their way towards St. Quentin, 
the “ First-Line ’’ Territorial Battalions, some ten miles further north, had been making a parallel 
advance. 

On March 25th the 1/7th Worcestershire had moved from their shelters near Flaucourt across 
the River Somme into Peronne, where the companies found shelter among the ruins (b). There 
they were joined two days later by the 1/8th Worcestershire. A few more days of hard work fol- 
lowed, in cleaning and repairing the shattered roads. 

Further forward the other Brigades of the 48th Division had taken over from the cavalry an 
outpost line running from Roisel on the right through Villers Faucon to Saulcourt ; and on March 
29th sudden orders came for the 144th Brigade to move up to the front line. That afternoon the 
1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire marched forward from Peronne to Tincourt and Hamel. There 
the two Battalions stood fast till after dark on March 30th, when the 1/7th Worcestershire were sent 
off at short notice northwards to Saulcourt Wood in readiness for an attack on Epéhy. The 
Battalion marched up through squalls of rain, and reached the wood at 2 a.m. The companies went 
into bivouac as best they could, in rain and bitter cold. 

Morning of March 3lst was spent by the officers in reconnaissance through field glasses. 
Epéhy rose up in front upon its hill, across an open valley not crossed by so much as a single hedge. 
Presently came orders for ‘‘ C’’ Company to advance and test the enemy’s strength. Two platoons 
went forward, but as they came into the open near Capron Copse the enemy opened fire on them with 
heavy howitzers. Several men were hit (c), and the two platoons took cover in a sunken lane till dark. 
Then they pushed on again and reached a position on the outskirts of Epéhy, under ‘cover near the 
sunken road which runs to the village from Villers Faucon. 


The 1/8th Worcestershire had stocd fast in reserve at Hamel, on March 30th, sending one 
company forward to support the 1/4th Gloucestershire. Next day the Battalion moved forward and 


(a) Both were awarded the M.C. The casualties of the Battalion in that fight were slight—one officer (Capt. D. R. 
Bomford) and four men wounded. i 

(b) ‘ Peronne was in a frightful mess, as the Germans had blown in the corners of many houses, often with trench- 
mortar bombs. A large dud British 6 inch shell was observed sticking in the wall of Peronne Cathedral. 
(F.M.T.) (c) 4 killed, 7 wounded. 
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March— April 1917. THE CAPTURE OF EPEHY. 


relieved the 1/4th Gloucestershire in the front line, coming up on the right of the 1/7th Worcestershire 
and holding the line of the railway from in front of Ste. Emilie to the southward towards Roisel. 


THE CAPTURE OF EPEHY. 


The night before April Ist was dark and still. At 2 a.m. the 1/7th Worcestershire, together 
with the 1/6th Gloucestershire on their right, and the 1/6th Royal Warwickshire on the left, moved 
forward to attack. The companies moved forward across country in artillery formation, as silently 
as was possible. The troops reached their allotted positions and extended just as the first light of 
dawn showed over the ridge in front. Then at the appointed minute the officers led their men forward 
and in one long wave the leading company, headed by Captain W. R. Prescott, rushed up the slope. 
Asplutter of fire greeted them at the top, but the enemy, taken by surprise, made no attempt at a 
stand; many were bayonetted, more surrendered, and in a very few minutes Epéhy had been overrun. 
Fighting went on at the southern end of the village for some time, and further to the right a defence 
was put up at Malassise Farm. To deal with that resistance the British artillery, hitherto silent, 
opened a bombardment, and after a few well directed shells the defenders of the farm ceased fire. 
Captain G. R. Wallace led forward a small force and captured the farm about 7.30 a.m. By that 
time the village was completely cleared, and the Worcestershire platoons were digging in on the 
further side. 

Throughout the day the work of entrenchment was continued (a), while the enemy’s guns 
savagely bombarded the captured village ; but the new trenches were well sited on the forward slope, 
clear of the houses and the shell-fire caused little loss (6). | When consolidation had been completed, 
two companies were withdrawn to the reverse slope behind the village. When darkness fell it was 
found that the total casualties during the day were fifty, including one officer. Several machine- 
guns had been taken and also one light field-gun (c). 


Hardly had the entrenchment of the captured villages been completed when up into the line 
immediately north of Peiziéres came the Ist Battalion of the Regiment. On the left flank of the 48th 
Division, the 8th Division had likewise advanced across country. 


After the Bouchavesnes operations early in March, the Ist Worcestershire had moved back 
to camp near Curlu. There the Battalion had been working on railway construction when the news 
of the German retreat thrilled the British Armies ; but the 24th Brigade did not move forward until 
March 24th. Then the Ist Worcestershire marched, first to Bouchavesnes, and thence, on the follow- 
ing day, over the old German trenches to billets in ruined Moislains. The 24th Brigade formed the 
Teserve of the 8th Division, which was slowly advancing across country, side by side with the 48th 
Division whose operations we have just described. The operations of the 8th Division did not at first 
make any demands on the Divisional Reserve, and the Ist Worcestershire remained labouring around 
Moislains until the last day of March. Then came orders for the 24th Brigade to take over the right 
sector of the Divisional front. The Ist Worcestershire left Moislains early on April Ist and marched 
forward by way of Templeux-la-Fosse and Lieramont to Guyencourt. There guides from the 2nd 
Devons met the Battalion at dusk and led the companies forward down the slopes. The outpost 
line had been advanced as a result of the capture of the Epéhy ridge. The night was dark and 
stormy, and the relief was consequently slow and difficult, but eventually the Worcestershire 
companies succeeded in taking over from the Devons the newly-gained positions on the further 
slope of the valley which runs westward from the Peiziéres ridge. 


The captured village of Epéhy stands on a hill-top from which long ridges radiate north and 
east. The enemy’s main position, ‘‘ The Hindenburg Line,” here swept in a great curve from Belleng- 
lise in the south past Vendhuile and Banteux to Havrincourt. Within that curve the enemy had 
established outpost positions on the high ground, and for the next five weeks the 8th and 48th 
Divisions were engaged in a continuous series of skirmishes and small attacks with the object of driving 
the enemy from those advanced posts back on to their main defended line. Those skirmishes took 
place in bitter weather, for the most part in snow or driving sleet, and the weather tried to the utmost 
the endurance of the troops engaged. 


(a) Conspicuous good work was done by 2/Lieut. A. H. B. Clark. 

(6) But the dressing station was in a house on the outskirts of the village, and it was heavily shelled. Captain 
B.C. O. Sheridan R.A.M.C. showed great bravery in his work under that fire. He was awarded the M.C. 

(c) 9 killed. 2/Lieut. A. S. Fellows and 40 other ranks wounded. The following awards were made to the 1/7th 
Battalion for the capture of Epéhy :—Capt. G. R. Wallace—bar to M.C. Captain W. R. Prescott and 2/Lieut. 
A.H. B.Clark—M.C. Sgt. H. Langford, Sgt. J. Postings, Cpl. F. C. Aston, Pte. L. W. Dorrill, Pte. J. Oakes, 
Pte. J. Tyler—M.M. 
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Ist On April 2nd, the day following the capture of Epéhy, there was some scattered skirmishing 
between the opposing outposts in sleet and falling snow ; and on the following night patrols of the Ist 
Worcestershire pushed over the crest line and seized Vaucelette Farm. During the next twenty- 
four hours a good deal of skirmishing went on between that Farm and “ Chapel Crossing.” But the 
weather on the heights was too wild and the whole situation too vague for any serious fighting, and the 
casualties of the Battalion totalled no more than three wounded. On the night of April 3rd/4th 
the 2nd East Lancashire took over the outposts and the Ist Worcestershire marched back to billets 
at Lieramont. 


1 /8tnH In the saine way, on the southern side of the captured village, the 1/8th Worcestershire sent 
forward patrols, both during the fighting on April Ist and on the two following days ; but Ronssoy 
and Lempirc were strongly held and the patrols could effect no gain of ground. 

On the evening of April 3rd both the Territorial Battalions were relieved. Since the capture 

'/7 1H of Epéhy on April Ist the 1/7th Worcestershire had held the village, under continuous shell-fire but 
with an almost miraculous absence of casualties ; nevertheless the strain and exposure had left all 
ranks dead tired. The march back commenced after dark, first to Saulcourt Wood, where tea was 
drunk and packs resumed, and then to Tincourt. As the Battalion left Saulcourt Wood snow began 
to fall and soon developed into a regular blizzard ; but the troops, in the true spirit of the English 
soldier, became more cheerful as the weather grew worse, and sang lustily all the way to Tincourt, 
which was reached at 2 a.m. The 1/8th Worcestershire had reached billets at Hamel a few hours 
before. 


All next day (April 4th) snow fell, while the Territorial battalions rested in their billets ; at 
1 /81H midday came word (a) that the 1/8th Worcestershire were again to move forward. The 145th Brigade 
‘ were to attack Ronssoy and Basse Boulogne at dawn next morning; the 1/8th Worcestershire 
would cover their flank by delivering a simultaneous attack on Templeux-le-Guerard, the principal 
objective being a conspicuous artificial Mound north of that village. At that point the flank of the 

48th Division joined that of the 59th Division on its right. 

If ever an enterprise seemed foredoomed to failure by adverse circumstances it was that 
attack. In the absence of formal orders, the Commanding Officer, Major H. T. Clarke, rode forward 
with his company commanders (2) to reconnoitre the ground. Snow was falling fast and little could 
be seen: however the officers saw enough to convince them that neither their maps nor the informa- 
tion supplied by the 59th Division were accurate. The extent of the Mound, which was in reality 
a great heap of debris formed by the local quarries, was actually much greater than shown on their 
map (c). Neither the enemy’s strength nor their positions on the Mound were clearly known. 

The 59th Division, who had reported themselves as in occupation of Templcux village, proved 
actually to have their picquets posted on the southern side of the houses(@). The village was not 
occupied. The driving snow made it impossible to prepare any detailed plan and the officers rode 
back to prepare their men for the hazardous attempt. 


TEMPLEUX-LE-GUERARD. 


Shortly after midnight the 1/8th Worcestershire set out from Hamel, and reached Templcux- 
le-Guerard just before the hour fixed for the attack. There was very little time for reconnaissance, 
but the Company officers went forward to see what they could, and made hasty plans under a sharp 
sniping fire (e). At 4.45 a.m. the British artillery opened a bombardment and the enemy's guns 
replied. In darkness lit only by bursting shells, the Battalion deployed and advanced through 
the village. ‘‘ B’’ Company took post in the centre, ‘‘A’’ Company on the right, while “ C'’ Company 
moved to the left to attack the north-eastern face of the Mound. “ D”’ Company was in reserve. 

“A” Company detached a platoon (f) to the cross-roads at the castern end of the village (g). 
There they came under fire at short range from the crest of the mound, while from the right they were 
shelled by hostile guns from Malakoff Farm ; but they hung on and put up a most gallant fight. 


(a) A verbal message to the C.O. Definite orders were not received till 1] p.m. that night. 

(6) Captains H. G. Newman, J. P. Bate, C. R. Pawsev and A. Plaistowe. 

(c) On the map here reproduced the small hachured circle shows the size and position of the Mound as marked on 
their maps the larger hachured semi-circle indicates it’s actual extent. 

(d) One scared corporal and two men, in a small listening post, were found to be the only troops of the 59th Division 
north of the village. 

(e) One of the runners who accompanied the officers, Pte. G. W. Jelfs, showed great courage and although severely 
wounded obtained valuable information. He was awarded the D.C.M.. 

(f) Under Lieut. J. T. Hill. (g) Marked + on the plan. 
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ne) Peronne in ruins, April 1917 (see page 246). (3) Drums of the 2nd Battn., 1917 (see page 242, f.n.) 
) The front-line trenches overlooking St. Quentin (see page 252) (5) LIEUT. K. C. BAXTER’S platoon of “C” Company, 


(Imp. War Museum Copyright 17th Battaligny 
(6) Templeux-le-Guerard. The Mound, seen from the south (see pages 248-9). 


Digitized by Google 


Apnit tall. STORMING OF “THE MOUND.” 


“B” Company, led by Captain J. P. Bate, scaled the slope of the Mound, closely followed by the 
remaining platoons of‘ A’’ Company. The top was found to be not flat but split by several chasms— 
the quarries—from the far side of which the enemy fired rapidly. The enemy positions were taken 
one after the other by turning movements skilfully executed by ‘“ C’”’ Company (a) from the left 
and by “A” Company from the right, while ‘‘ B’’ Company worked forward across the quarries. 

Casualties were numerous. Two of the platoon officers were hit, but Sergt. W. E. Edwards 
and Corpl. H. Gisbourne took command of the two platoons and led them onwards. As daylight 
grew the Gerinan resistance weakened and soon the enemy were in full and rapid retreat. By 8 a.m. 
the Mound was completely cleared (b) and the work of entrenching it was in progress, under an 
intermittent shell-fire. Further to the left it could be seen that the 145th Brigade had captured 
Ronssoy, Basse Boulogne and Lempire. 

That afternoon the 1/8th Worcestershire were relieved by the troops of the 59th Division and 
marched back triumphant, to receive hearty congratulations on their exploit. The enemy’s position 
on the Mound had been regarded as very formidable, and the success was gratifying. Luck and 
skilful leading (c) had resulted in a casualty list which was small in view of the gain (d). The 
following day was celebrated as a complete holiday. 


On the evening of April 5th the Ist Worcestershire moved forward from Lieramont and again 
went into front line on the heights by Vaucelette Farm (e). In front of the Battalion the Beet Factory 
on the ridge running north-east was yet untaken, but on the left Chapel Crossing had been secured. 
A redistribution of the line took place on the following night, and the left flank of the Battalion was 
extended to include that latter point. 

The weather on the heights was still bleak with constant storms of snow, and at intervals the 
enemy's guns bombarded the British positions. The Battalion suffered a few casualties (f) ard 
much frost-bite. 

Two short days of rest in Heudecourt (April 8th-10th) were followed by a return to the line 
at Vaucelette Farm. Next day (April 11th) orders were issued for the 24th Brigade to “ side-slip ”’ 
to the left, and the Ist Worcestershire shifted to a new position on the spur above Gouzeaucourt, the 
left flank of the Battalion being on the road which runs to that village from Fins. 


Meanwhile on the right, the Territorial Battalions also were pressing forward. On April 
ith the 144th Brigade had moved up from reserve to take over the right sector of the Divisional 
front. The 1/7th Worcestershire went into the front line east of Basse Boulogne, while the 1/8th 
Worcestershire took over reserve positions in Villers Faucon. On April 9th, after two uneventful 
days, the 1/7th Worcestershire went back (g) into reserve, replacing the 1/8th Worcestershire, who 
moved up to the front line and took over (4) the outposts from Ronssvy to Hargicourt. 

On April 11th the 59th Division unsuccessfully attacked Malakoff Farm, but a local attack 
by “ D ” Company of the 1/8th Worcestershire gained some ground north of the Farm. That evening 
the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire exchanged positions. 

On April 12th a general advance was made by both the 8th and 48th Divisions. On the left 
the Ist Worcestershire stood fast, while other units of their Brigade attacked down the slopes through 
the lines of the Battalion and captured Gouzeaucourt. Further to the right on the following 
morning (April 13th) the 1/7th Worcestershire, together with the 1/4th Gloucestershire, attacked 
at 4 a.m. across thick snow beneath a full moon and captured the ridge which runs southwards from 
Le Sart Farm to Malakoff Farm : a gratifying little success (i). 

On the evening of April 13th both Battalions were relieved. The Ist Worcestershire marched 
back to Heudecourt and the 1/7th Worcestershire returned to camp near Villers Faucon. 


(a\ Under Captain C. R. Pawsey. 

(6) The assault on the last enemy position was led by Captain C. R. Pawsey, who personally captured two unwounded 
prisoners. 

(c) For their brilliant leading Captain J. P. Bate ( B’’ Company) and Captain C. Rk. Pawsey (‘‘ C ’ Company) both 
received a bar to their Military Cross. Sgt. W. E. Edwards and Cpl. H. Gisbourne both received the D.C.M. 
and eight N.C.O’s. and men received the M.M. 

(d) One officer (2/Lt. R. F. Amphlett) and 11 men killed, one officer (2’Lt. W. H. Reynolds) and 37 men wounded. 

(e) Relieving the 2nd East Lancashire who again took over the line on April 8th. 

(f) Casualties 1/Worcestershire April 5—-9th—3 killed. 

(g) Relieved by the 1 6th Gloucestershire. 

(4) From the 1/4th Gloucestershire. 

(i) Casualties 1/7th Worcestershire—6 killed, 30 wounded. The slight casualties were due to the enemy’s barrage 
coming down behind our forming up line, and to the German defenders giving way at the first onset. For 
gallantry in that fight the 1).C.M. was awarded to L/Cpl. W. B. Marchant, Cpl. M. Thatcher and Pte. J. Oakes. 
The M.M. was awarded to L/Cpl. L. L. Robinson, 
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Then both the 144th Brigade, and the 24th Brigade were drawn back into the reserve positions 
of their respective Divisions ; and both the Ist Worcestershire and the 1/7th Worcestershire marched 
back into billets. On April 13th the Ist Worcestershire went into reserve in Nurlu village, and 
on the following day the 1/7th Worcestershire, after handing over their quarters at Villers Faucon 
to the 1/6th Gloucestershire, marched back to billets in Hamel. 

That move was to prove a merciful deliverance for the 1/7th Worcestershire ; for on the 
following night the dugout which served as Battalion Headquarters at Villers Faucon was destroyed 
by a delayed-action mine cunningly placed there by the enemy before their withdrawal. All the 
Headquarter Officers of the Gloucestershire battalion—Commanding Officer, Second-in-command, 
Adjutant, Medical Officer, Intelligence Officer, and Chaplain—were killed. The event shocked and 
saddened the whole Division, and orders were given for all such dugouts to be avoided (a). But 
before that order was made out a similar explosion had startled the transport lines of the 1/7th 
Worcestershire at Tincourt. The mine killed eight horses and wounded two subalterns, the transport 
officers of both the Battalion and the Brigade (8). 

At Hamel the 1/7th Worcestershire relieved the 1/8th Worcestershire, who moved forward 
into camp near Roisel (c). 


On April 20th began the last phase of the operations. From the ridge captured by the 48th 
Division on April 13th a spur runs down north-eastward towards the canal. It seemed likely 
that that spur if captured would give observation over the main Hindenburg Line, which there ran 
back across the Canal and thence southwards through the village of Bony. On the crest of that 
spur stood Gillemont Farm. Immediately to the north, a similar underfeature culminated in a 
small height known as The Knoll. 

Plans for the capture of Gillemont Farm and The Knoll were made by the 48th Division, and 
on April 19th an attack was made by the 145th Brigade : but the enemy defences were strong and the 
attack failed. 

That evening the 144th Brigade took over the line, with orders to continue the operation. 
Marching forward from their camp near Roisel the 1/8th Worcestershire relieved the 1/4th Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire L.I. on the ridge before Gillemont Farm, and spent the next forty-eight hours 
in reconnaissance and patrolling across the ground over which their predecessors had attacked. 
Orders were received that the Battalion would attack the Farm on April 24th. Further north the 
1/6th Gloucestershire would attack the Knoll. 

To give the attacking Battalion full time for preparation, thel/7th Worcestershire were brought 
forward on the 21st from their billets at Hamel ; they took over the line, and the 1/8th Worcestershire 
moved back to camp near Villers Faucon. 


GILLEMONT FARM. 


After forty-eight hours of rest, the 1/8th Worxccstershire moved forward on the evening of 
April 28rd. “A,” ““C” and “ D”’ Companies, which were to make the attack, halted and rested 
in the quarries of Templeux-le-Guerard, while “‘ B ” Company, which was intended for the Battalion 
reserve, went forward to take over the line from the 1/7th Worcestershire. The latter Battalion 
moved back to camp at St. Emilie, leaving two companies (“ A” and “ B”) in reserve positions (4) 
to assist the attack. 

In the small hours of the morning of April 24th the attacking companies moved forward 
to the line and deployed, “ A’’ Company on the right, then ‘““C”’ and ‘““D”. The two latter 
companies, led respectively by Captains F. W. Hemming and A. Plaistowe, were to carry the spur, 
while “‘ A ’’ Company was to seize a small copse across the valley to the right. 

At 3.45 a.m. under a heavy fire the attack commenced. Dashing forward with the bayonet 
“C” and “D” Companies stormed the Farm; but, on the right, “ A’’ Company (¢), checked 
by thick wire and without artillery support, could not take the copse. Daylight came on, and after 


(a) The Battalion Headquarters of the 1/7th Worcestershire had felt nervous about the dugout and had warned the 
Gloucestershire that it seemed too good to have been left intact. But the mine was too cleverly concealed 
to be discovered. 

(b) Lieut. C. W. V. Peake and Lieut. F. L. Wright: the latter also belonged to the 1/7th Worcestershire. 

(c) 1/7th Worcestershire. April 14th—15th camp near Villers Faucon, April 16th—18th billets in Hamel. 
1/8th Worcestershire. April 14th—15th billets in Hamel. April 16th—]8th camp near Roisel. 

(d) “‘ A’ Coy. on reverse slope of the ridge. ‘‘ B’’ Coy. near Ronssoy. 

(s) The attack of ‘‘ A’’ Coy. was made by two platoons, the other two being held back in reserve, 
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their leader, Lieut. L. R. Bomford, and many of his men had been hit, the survivors of “A” Company 
fell back to their trenches. Away to the left the 1/6th Gloucestershire had failed similarly to 
secure The Knoll, but in the centre ‘‘C”’ and “D” Companies had cleared the spur and were 
endeavouring to entrench Gillemont Farm. 

As the light grew the captured position on the narrow spur was bombarded from north, 
east and south by the enemy’s guns and was raked by machine-guns both from The Knoll and from 
the high ground to the south near Malakuff Farm. Under the hail “‘ C”’ and ‘“‘ D’””’ Companies held 
their ground ; but officers and men fell fast. 

Fortunately there was no lack of brave leaders to inspire the defence. 2nd Lieut. R. M. 
Pittard took command of his company after the other ofticers had fallen and directed both the 
defence and the work of entrenchment with coolness and ability. Sergt. W. Pitt though twice 
wounded remained in command of his platoon. L/Corpl. A. Woodward took charge of a platoon after 
all the leaders had fallen and bravely controlled the defence. 

Further back the Battalion Signalling Officer, 2nd Lieut. G. H. Jones, showed courage and 
resource in maintaining telephone cummunication from Battalion Headquarters to the captured 
farm. Many times he passed through the shell-fire and the bullets of the German machine-guns, 
and the line though often broken was always restored (a). 

At about 8.30 a.m. the enemy began a counter-attack in force. Covered by an intense 
bombardment, strong columns of German infantry pressed up the valleys on either side and 
closed in on the Farm. Realising that further defence of the spur was hopeless, Captain Plaistowe 
gave the order to retire. Under a storm of fire the survivors of the two companies fought their 
way back along the spur to their original position. 

The losses in the two companies had been very heavy—nearly 160 in all, including nine 
officers (6). Both the Company Commanders had been killed. 


After dark the 1/7th Worcestershire came up and took over the line, with orders to renew 
the attack that same night (c). The 1/8th Worcestershire moved back to the Templeux quarries. 

Dispositions were made for the renewed attack. Three battalions were to be employed. 
The 1/7th Worcestershire would attack Gillemont Farm. On their left the 1/4th Gloucestershire 
ie ae attack The Knoll and on their right the 1/4th Royal Berkshire were to take the copse across 
the valley. 

At 11 p.m. the British guns redoubled their fire and the attack began. “C” and “D” 
Companies of the 1/7th Worcestershire went forward along the spur, with “ B’’ Company close 
behind in second line. A confused struggle ensued in the darkness with bomb and bayonet, but 
eventually the Worcestershire lads forced the enemy out of the Farm and down the slopes. Then 
hastily they entrenched. 

Dawn (April 25th) as before, brought a storm of fire from all directions. Once again the 
attacks on either flank had failed, and the narrow spur gave the enemy a target impossible to miss. 
At 6 a.m. a strong counter-attack was made and with difficulty was beaten off. The sharp slopes 
of the spur enabled the enemy to concentrate in dead ground close below the captured position. 
In order to provide a longer field of fire the foremost of the Worcestershire platoons were drawn 
back from the end of the spur to trenches close to the Farm. There a firm position was consolidated 
and neither fire nor counter-attacks succeeded in ousting the 1/7th Worcestershire throughout the 
day. At nightfall the 1/4th Royal Berkshire took over the captured position, and the Worcestershire 
made their way back to camp near Villers Faucon. 

The losses of the Battalion were about 150, including two officers killed and four wounded (d). 
Among the latter was Captain Prescott, commanding ‘‘B’’ Company, who although wounded 
early in the attack, stubbornly continued in command until the Battalion was relieved. 

On April 28th the 1/7th Worcestershire moved back to billets at Hamel, whence the 1/8th 
Worcestershire came up to take over their camp. 


(a) 2/Lts. Jones and Pittard were awarded the M.C. Sergt. Pitt and L/Cpl. Woodward were awarded the D.C.M. 

(6) Killed seven officers (Capt. F. W. Hemming, Capt. A. Plaistowe, Lieut. A. R. Swallow, Lieut. N. E. Clutterbuck, 
2/Lieut. F. G. Potter, 2/Lieut. C. G. Eaton, Lieut. A. G. Richards) and 16 other ranks. 
Wounded 2 officers (Lieut. R. M. Pittard, Lieut. L. R. Bomford) and 67 other ranks. Missing 63. 

(c) “A” company of the 1/7th Battalion had been engaged in the fight, as reserve and for carrying parties and earned 
the special thanks of Col. Carr for their good work. 

(@ Killed 2/Lt. P. E. Edwards, 2/Lt. D. M. Lewis. | Wounded Capt. W. R. Prescott, 2/Lt. D. G. Little, Capt. G. G. 
Watson, 2/Lt. H. J. Campbell. Other ranks, 12 killed, 90 wounded, 29 missing. 
The following awards were given for that engagement—Lt.-Col. F. M. Tomkinson, bar to D.S.O. Capt. 
Prescott, bar to M.C. The M.C. to Capt. G. G. Watson, Lt. A. O. Lloyd, Lt. W. C. Cassels, Lt. J. W. D. 
Melhuish. The M.M. to Sgt. A. Darby. Sgt. H. S. Handey, Cpl. A. Breeze, L/Cpl. J. T. Williams, L/Cpl. 
G. Sneyd, Pte. A. Bishop, Pte. J. Payton. 
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The capture of Gillemont Farm was the last heavy fighting seen by the Regiment in those 
operations before the Hindenburg Line. For a few more days the 48th Division remained in that 
area, and the 1/8th Worcestershire took over the Gillemont Farm position on April 29th. All firing 
had died down by that time, and the line was very quiet. The centre of gravity of the campaign had 
shifted northwards. 

On the evening of May Ist the Worcestershire Territorials said farewell to Gillemont Farm. 
The 48th Division was under orders to move back for training. The 42nd (East Lancashire) Division 
ou up to take over the line, and the two Worcestershire battalions were relieved by Lancashire 

usiliers. 

On May 3rd the 1/8th Worcestershire marched eastwards to Buire. The weather had turned 
suddenly from cold to heat and the march was rather trying. The 1/7th Worcestershire remained 
in the forward area for the ensuing ten days, finding working parties which laboured on the con- 
struction of reserve lines of defence. Then on the evening of May 12th the Battalion was recalled to 
rejoin the remainder of the Brigade in Peronne (a). 


On April 21st the Ist Worcestershire had marched up from reserve in Nurlu and, after two 
days in billets at Guyencourt, had taken over the outpost line in front of Honnecourt, a semi-circular 
line of which the centre was in Honnecourt Wood. In the next two days, while the gun-fire at 
Gillemont Farm could be heard to the southward, the Battalion line was quietly pushed forward a 
short distance. Then, after a few days in billets and support trenches around Villers Guislain (d), 
the Ist Worcestershire marched back into reserve at Vaucelette Farm. 

Then the 24th Brigade moved back into reserve at Sorel-le-Grand. There the Battalion lay 
until May 12th, when a further move was made westwards to Moislains. The 8th Division had 
been relieved in the line by the 40th Division, and the Ist Worcestershire settled down to a period 
of training which lasted until the end of May. 


After the fight at Hill 120 the 61st Division had been drawn back into reserve, and’ the two 
“ Second-Line ’’ Territorial Battalions spent the ensuing fortnight in labouring on the roads in the 
devastated area. On April 17th orders were issued for the 61st Division to relieve the 32nd Division 
in the front line. The 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire marched eastwards to Germaine, and went 
into billets there, whilst other troops of the Division took over the new sector. 

On May 2nd the 133rd Brigade moved forward to take over the left sector of the new front. 
The 2/6th Gloucestershire took over the outpost line. Behind them the 2/7th Worcestershire and 
2/4th Gloucestershire took over support trenches by Holnon village, with the 2/8th Worcestershire 
in reserve on the far side of Holnon Wood near Attilly. 

The positions taken over by the Brigade were a line of scattered outposts on high open ground. 
Below them the city of St. Quentin, with its noble cathedral, lay in full view. 

The outpost line of the Brigade lay north of the city across the ridge which separates 
Gricourt from St. Quentin. The Hindenburg line there ran back from the northern outskirts of St. 
Quentin in a great bend to the eastward. Within that bend the enemy held various outpost 
Positions. Those outposts were not easy to locate, and the principal activity of the Brigade during 
the ensuing fortnight consisted of nightly patrols for that purpose. Both the forward and the 
supporting battalions sent out patrols in succession, and the subalterns had many adventures in 
the open fields and around the little copses during a succession of bright moonlight nights ; but no 
serious fighting resulted, nor were casualties heavy (c). 

The 2/7th Worcestershire took over the front line on May 6th and the 2/8th Worcestershire 
moved up through the Holnon Wood to the support position. On May 10th the 2/7 th Worcestershire 
went back into reserve at Attilly, and the 2/4th Gloucestershire took over the line. That latter 
Battalion successfully raided and destroyed ‘the enemy outpost at Cepy Farm on May 12th, an 
enterprise in which a company of the 2/7th Worcestershire assisted, fortunately without loss. 


By that time it was becoining clear to the Higher Command that the great offensive operations 
projected further north would need more troops than at first had been foreseen ; and arrangements 
were made for the French again to take over part of the British front. Orders came that the 6lst 


(a) At Peronne the Divisional Commander, General Sir Robert Fanshawe, inspected the Battalion and warmly con- 
gratulated them on their deeds. 

(6) April 28th—May Ist billets in Villers Guislain. 
May Ist—tth trenches between Villers Guislain and Honnecourt. Casualties | killed, 2 wounded. 

(c) Casualties. 2/7th Worcestershire. May 7th—I officer wounded (2/I.t. H. S. Constantine—afterwards died of wounds). 
May 8th—1 killed, 2 wounded. May 9th—1 wounded. May 13th-—1 wounded. 
2/8th Worcestershire. May 10th—1 officer (2/Lt. W. C. Farmer) and 4 men wounded. 
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April May vii. « THE CONCENTRATION IN ARTOIS. 


Division would be relieved by French troops and would move northwards. On the night of May 
14th French troops (a) arrived and took over the positions of the 183rd Brigade. The Brigade moved 
back into billets at Germaine. The 2/7th Worcestershire were relieved in the reserve positions 
near Attilly shortly after dusk, but the relief of the forward troops took a longer time. Not until 
after 2 a.m. was the relief of the 2/8th Worcestershire completed. Then the Battalion marched back 
to Germaine through the Holnon Wood. 

On May 17th the two Battalions marched westwards to billets near Nesle, the 2/7th at Herly 
and the 2/8th at Mesnil-St.-Nicaise. On the following day they entrained at Nesle for Amiens. 
Later they were to know the St. Quentin sector again—only too well. 


THE BATTLES OF ARRAS, 1917. 


Early in 1917 plans had been made by the British General Staff for a great attack on the enemy's 
positions in Artois. Those plans had been disturbed by the German withdrawal further south, but 
the Allied commanders were not diverted from their intention. A dual attack was conceived, by 
the French in Champagne and by the British on the front from Arras northward along the Vimy 
Ridge. 

While the advance to the Hindenburg Line was still in progress definite orders were issued 
for that new offensive. The attack was to be made by the British First and Third Armies with four 
Amy Corps, VIIth, VIth, XVIIth and Canadian, in front line, and two Army Corps, XVIIIth and 
XIIIth in reserve. One of the Divisions of the newly formed XVIIIth Army Corps was the 29th 
Division, which included the 4th Worcestershire. 

It was planned that subsidiary operations should be carried out on the right flank of the 
main attack by the British Fifth Army. To assist those operations the 33rd Division was ordered 
up from the back arcas, thus bringing the 2nd Worcestershire also into the operations. 


The 4th Worcestershire had commenced to move northwards on April Ist. After marching 
on that day twelve miles from Vignacourt to Beauval, the Battalion marched on again next day past 
Doullens through Freschvillers, Halloy, and Grenas, to billets at Mondicourt. There the troops 
tested for forty-eight hours (April 3¢d-4th) bathing and cleaning up as best as was possible in rain and 
snow. 


The 2nd Worcestershire marched northwards at the same time. Leaving Corbie on April 
2nd the Battalion marched through Qucrieu, Allonville, and Coisy, to billets in Bertangles, and then 
on the next day by Villers-Bocage, Talmas, and Vert-Galand, to Beauval. On April 4th the Battalion 
marched on through Doullens and Bouquemaison to billets in Neuvilette. 

On April 5th the 2nd and 4th Worcestershire almost exchanged billets, fur the 33rd Division 
moved westward and the 29th Division moved eastward on their way north. The 2nd Worcestershire 
marched back by Bouquemaison through Doullens and Pommers to Mondicourt and took over the 
billets of the 4th Worcestershiie, who on the same day marched on a parallel road through Lucheux 
and Brevillers to Le Souich, at which village they met the rear party of the 2nd Battalion. 

Thenceforward the paths of the two Battalions diverged. The 2nd Worcestershire lay at 
Mondicourt fur two days and then marched on April 7th by Pas, Henu and Souastre, to camp at 
Bayencourt. On the following day the Battalion marched on by way of Sailly-le-sec to Fonquevillers 
on the old front line. There the troops explorcd the ruins of the old British and German front lines 
while the Company commanders rode torward to reconncitre the enemy’s new positions near Croisilles. 
No further move was made for some days. 


The 4th Worcestershire had continued their move to the new battlc-area. Leaving Le Souich 
on Apri] 7th the Battalion marched forward through Ivergny, Sus-St. Leger, and Coullemont, to 
Courturelle. There the Battalion lay for two days. Guns were in action all around, preparations 
of every kind were in progress, and on Sunday April 8th the troops were thrilled by the sight of a 
large force of British cavalry marching eastwards through the village. 

Early next morning (April 9th) the great battle began with a thunder of gun-fire. The 
day was dull, with frequent driving slect, and the 4th Worcestershire, ten miles behind the line, 
hung about all day awaiting the order to move ; but the order did not come until the following 
morning: then the Battalion made a short move through Labret and Bavincourt to Gouy-en-Artois : 
a march chiefly memorable for an encounter with a long column of German prisoners marching 
westwards : two thousand, it was said. 


(a) The French 139th Regiment. 
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Another day of inaction followed, and then, on the morning of April 12th, the 29th Division 
marched forward into the battle. The 88th Brigade marched through Dainville into Arras. The 
march was very slow, for the roads were congested with cavalry, lorries, ambulances, and all the 
other impedimenta of a great army. The sound of the guns grew louder as the column tramped 
into Arras. The battalions halted in the streets, ate their midday meal and rested until after dark. 
Then orders came to advance. The 88th Brigade marched forward, in darkness lit by gun flashes, 
out of the city, over broken trenches (2) and then onward across the battle-field, along the main 
Cambrai road as far as the cross-roads at Feuchy Chapel. There guides were found who led the 
companies forward to the front line (0). 

The position taken over by the Battalion was on the right of the Brigade, just south of the 
captured village of Monchy-le-Preux and astride the main road ; with two companies in front line, 
one in close support and one in reserve at Les Fosses Farm. To the left, the Newfoundlanders 
continued the line with the Ist Essex on the further flank by the village. The 2nd Hampshire were 
in support. : 

Dawn broke and the position became more clear. In front of the Battalion and to the right 
the ground fell away sharply to the ruined village of Guemappe, held by the enemy. To the left 
front, due east of Monchy, the ground rose to a low height known afterwards as “ Infantry Hill” 
less than a mile away. 

Orders for an attack came during the day, but afterwards were cancelled. A heavy bombard- 
ment was maintained. Late that evening the British gun-fire rose to intensity, and at 5.30 p.m. the 
3rd Division on the right attacked Guemappe. A West Yorkshire battalion pushed forward on the 
iminediate right of the 88th Brigade, their flanking platoons passing over the trenches south of the 
main road held by the right-hand company of the Worcestershire. The Yorkshiremen pushed 
bravely down the slope under a hail of bullets and captured Guemappe after heavy loss, but were 
driven out again by a German counter-attack. The 4th Worcestershire did their best to assist by fire 
from their trenches. 

Soon after midnight (c) came orders that the postponed attack would take place at dawn. 
The Essex and Newfoundland Regiments were to capture “ Infantry Hill.” To free them for the 
attack, the 4th Worcestershire shifted position to the left, taking over the whole line from Monchy 
village to the mill of La Bergére on the main road (d). 


FIRST BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917 (e). 


As dawn (April 14th) showed grey over the hill in front, the British guns broke out in a fierce 
bombardment. The Newfoundlanders and Essex scrambled over the front line and advanced 
across the open. The enemy’s guns replied with an intense fire, but through the smoke of the shells 
the two attacking battalions could be seen to sweep over the enemy’s trenches, gain the opposing 
hill and then to disappear over the crest-line. : 

Dawn brightened into day. Hours passed but the shelling did not slacken; instead, the 
Por beromens became more intense. Communication could not be established with the troops jn 

nt. 

About 10 a.m., to the dismay of the troops in the Monchy trenches, small parties of the 
attacking troops were seen falling back over the crest of ‘‘ Infantry Hill”: then behind them came 
flooding forward a great wave of the enemy. - The attack of the two battalions had met, face to face, 
an enemy counter-attack of much greater strength (f) and after a desperate struggle the gallant 
Essex and Newfoundlanders had been almost annihilated. The remnants of those two brave 
battalions fell back on the British trenches, followed by the victorious enemy. The Worcestershire 
lads waited until the retreating troops had cleared their front and the advancing enemy was close 
upon them ; then fire was opened with every rifle and Lewis-gun which could be brought to bear. 
The German counter-attack was stopped dead. Again and again the enemy endeavoured to gain 
gene: on one occasion a rush reached to within a hundred yards of the trenches held by the 4th 

orcestershire ; but always that fierce musketry swept away every advance. 


(a) The opposing trenches had lain, before the battle, in the eastern outskirts of the city. 

(6) Relieving the 11th Middlesex (12th Division). The relief was difficult in the general confusion and was not com- 
pleted until 2 a.m, 

(c) Casualties 4/Worcestershire 13th April—7 wounded. 

(@) South of the main road the 2nd South Wales Borderers took over. | The 2nd Hampshire came into the trenches 
on the left of the Worcestershire. 

(e) This is the official title for all the fighting at Arras between April 9th—14th. 

(f) Estimates of the enemy's strength vary. It has been put as high as two complete Divisions, 
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Aprit i917, THE BATTLES OF ARRAS. 


Shortly afterwards (11.30 a.m.) another strong enemy attack beat up against the Battalion 
line. The new attack came from the low ground along the line of the main road. The enemy’s 
advance was supported by a very heavy bombardment but the shells failed to beat down the 
musketry of the Worcestershire companies. At one point an isolated entrenched platoon was 
hard pressed, but the platoon commander, 2/Lieutenant C. E. Hackett, inspired his men to beat off 
the attacks, firing a Lewis-gun himself into the enemy’s crowded ranks (a). 

Soon after midday the German attacks died down, and during the afternoon the enemy 
contented themselves with a savage bombardment, which blew to pieces the little houses crowded 
on the Monchy hill. 

Late that evening another enemy attempt to attack was also repulsed. 

That night the 88th Brigade were relieved and marched back into Arras, where the battalions 
were billetted in the cellars of ruined houses. The Ist Essex had lost nearly three-quarters of 
their total strength. In comparison the loss of the 4th Worcestershire had been very light con- 
sidering the intensity of the fight, some fifty in all, including five officers (6). 

That fight brought high praise to the Battalion. ‘‘ The Divisional Commander,” wrote 
Major-General Sir Beauvoir de Lisle, ‘‘ wishes to convey to all ranks of the 4th Worcestershire his 
high appreciation of the work performed by them on the 14th instant, which he considers was most 
creditable to the Regiment, adding to the reputation gained by all the Battalions of the Regiment 
during the campaign.” 


While the 4th Worcestershire were moving back through Arras, the 2nd Worcestershire, 
further south, were moving up to the front line on the extreme right of the battle-area. 

During the first days of the Arras offensive the 2nd Worcestershire had remained at 
Fonquevillers. Not until April 12th did orders come to move forward ; then the Battalion paraded 
and marched through Bienvillers, Monchy-au-Bois and Adinfer, into a reserve position near Mercatel. 
There the 2nd Worcestershire remained for twenty-four hours, listening to heavy firing in front where 
a great attack was in progress. Then, on April 14th, the Battalion marched southward to Boisleux- 
au-Mont, and thence by way of Boyelles to Maison Rouge Farm. There guides met the companies 
and led them forward through St. Leger and Croisilles into trenches (c) north of the latter village. 

The line allotted to the 100th Brigade was astride the River Sensée, and the 2nd Worcester- 
shire were on that river’s eastern bank. 

In their new position the Worcestershire held a line of outposts facing the Hindenburg Line. 
That famous fortification had run originally from the Cambrai area in a north-westerly direction 
past Bullecourt, Croisilles and Heninel to Neuville Vitasse, near which latter village it originally 
had made a junction with the German second line of defence before Arras ; but in the initial stages 
of the Arras battle the German second line had been overrun, Neuville Vitasse had been stormed 
and the right flank of the Hindenburg Line had thereby been turned. Now the advancing British 
Third Army was fighting its way south-eastward along the Hindenburg Line, eating it up piece by 
piece. 

On April 12th, in the attack to which the 2nd Worcestershire had listened in Mercatel, the 12th 
and 56th Divisions had stormed the villages of Wancourt and Heninel in the valley of the River 
Ccjeul. During the following two days those Divisions had carried their advance up on to the 
height which divides the valley of the Cojeul from the valley of the river Sensée. Fresh Divisions 
had now been brought up to continue the eating-up of the Hindenburg Line. One of these fresh 
Divisions was the 33rd, which had come into the line at the very point to which the British forces 
had then attained in their advance along the German fortification. The 100th Brigade faced the 
unbroken German front in the valley at Croisilles ; further to the Icft, on the higher ground, the 
other Brigades (d) of the 33rd Division were holding the captured portion of the Hindenburg Line. 

After the heavy fighting on April 14th came quiet for a few days while both sides reorganised 
and prepared for the next clash ; and in the valley of the Sensée the outposts of the 2nd Worcester- 
shire were hardly disturbed, save by intermittent shell-fire. The line of outposts held by the 
Battalion was separated from the enemy’s positions by nearly a mile of open country, and the cnemy 
showed no activity in patrolling nor any desire to come to closer quarters (¢). A clamour of gun-fire 
to the right during the day of April 15th told of a strong German attack against the lines of the 
Fifth Army; but the front of the 33rd Division was not involved and no casualtics were suffered 
by the 2nd Worcestershire up to the night of April 20th, when the Battalicn was relieved and marched 
back to bivouac behind St. Leger. There the Battalion lay for the next two days in the railway 
cutting near “‘ Judas Farm.” 


(a) 2/Lt. Hackett was awarded the M.C, 

(6) Captain S. Bannister died of wounds. Capt. C. Perkins, 2/Lt. J. T. Aitken, 2/Lt. C. E. Hackett, 2/Lt. J. J. Brunskill 
wounded. The last two were only slightly wounded and remained at duty. 

(c) Relieving the 9th Leicestershire (21st Division). 

(¢) 19th and 98th Brigades. (e) The enemy's trenches were cleverly sited and were not conspicuous from the front, 
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The 14th Worcestershire also had come up into the Arras battle-area. Early in April orders 
had been issued for the 63rd Division, then in reserve to the Fifth Army, to move towards the front 
of attack, and on April 8th, the day before the battle, the move was begun. After marching south- 
ward from Mont, Bernenchon through Bethune the 14th Worcestershire were billetted that night 
at Bruay. ‘‘ D”’ Company was detached to Estrée-Cauchie for mining work. The remainder of the 
Battalion marched forward on April 10th to Arras (a) and were billetted at St. Aubin. The 14th 
Worcestershire were now detached from the 63rd Division,and had been placed under the direct orders 
of the Chief Engineer XIIIth Corps. During the next few days the Pioneer companies were employed 
in constructing roads and communications north of Arras. On April 14th ‘‘ D’’ Company rejoined. 

Two days later the Battalion moved forward. Headquarters were shifted to a dugout about 
a mile north of Arras in the main Lens road and the companies worked busily at many tasks. The 
Battalion was again close behind the 63rd Division, which was now holding the line in front, facing 
Gavrelle. 


The first week of fighting in the Arras battles had resulted in the enemy being driven back a 
good four miles. It was decided to attack again all along the line. Preparations were made, and the 
new general attack was fixed for April 23rd. 


After four days rest (April 15th-19th) in the cellars of Arras the 4th Worcestershire again moved 
forward into the battle-area. The Battalion cleared the city early in the afternoon of April 19th, 
but the companies were compelled to wait some time at Feuchy Chapel by heavy shell-fire across 
the intended route. Eventually the bombardment slackened, and the allotted reserve trenches 
were occupied just before dark. Those trenches were close to the positions of the British heavy 
guns and were sharply bombarded next day, causing considerable loss (b) including four officers 


- killed or wounded. 


Next day (April 21st) the tale of loss was resumed—another officer (c (c) killed and several 
casualties among the rank and file. That evening the enemy used gas shells, one of which burst 
close to 88th Brigade Headquarters and put out of action the Brigadier, General Cayley. The 
command of the Brigade was temporarily taken over by the C.O. of the 2nd Hampshire. 

On April 22nd final orders were issued for the renewed attack, which was to take place next 
day. The 29th Division was again to attack “ Infantry Hill” and the two woods which lay 
beyond it. The attack was to be carried out in two phases. The first phase was to be the capture 
of the hill. Then, after due preparation, the supporting battalions were to pass through the captured 
line and to secure the further slope beyond the woods. 

The 88th Brigade, reduced by the losses on April 14th to only two effective battalions, was 
to attack on the right of the line, with the 4th Worcestershire in front line to take the first objective, 
and the 2nd Hampshire in second line to pass through. The remnants of the Essex and Newfoundland 
Regiments, now combined into a provisional battalion, would provide carrying Parties. On the 
tight of the 29th Division, the 15th Division were to attack Guemappe. 

Before dawn on April 23rd the 4th Worcestershire moved forward to their allotted position 
and lay down, aligned on tapes which had been put out along the line of the lane which runs up 
from La Bergére Mill to Monchy. The 2nd Hampshire were deployed immediately in rear. 


SECOND BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917. 


Just as the first light showed pale over the crest of Infantry Hill (d) the British guns broke 
out in intense fire. The platoons of the 4th Worcestershire rose to their feet and charged forward 
down the slope through a storm of shells. The German front line was easily crossed, and the few 
survivors of the defence were killed or captured. The Worcestershire companies reached the bottom 
of the hollow and pushed up the slope. Officers and men fell at every step, but the enemy’s second 
line was stormed: one German machine-gun was rushed and captured by Private A. E. Atkinson 
single-handed (e). Led by one surviving wounded subaltern, Lieutenant H. Croom-Johnson, the 
attackers reached their goal, the crest-line of the spur which runs south from Infantry Hill. Within 
half-an-hour from the start, the 4th Worcestershire had advanced nearly a mile, had reached their 
objective, and had commenced to entrench. 


(a) By way of Houdain, Rebreuve, Estrée-Cauchie, and Mont St. Eloy. 

(6) Lieut. J. M. Aldana mortally wounded. Four officers (2/Lt. E. R. H. Lewis, 2/I-t. J. Morgan, 2/Lt. R. D. 
Thomas and 2/Lt. C. W. Morton wounded) and about 20 other ranks. (c) 2/Lt. E. Round. 

(d) 4.45 a.m. (e) Pte. Atkinson was awarded the D.C.M. 
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8ed Apri 917. THE FIGHT ON THE SPUR. 


The right flank of the new position rested on a little copse at the southern end of the spur: 
thence northwards the line ran along the crest of the spur to near the rounded summit of Infantry 
Hill. To the left, the other battalions of the 29th Division had similarly gained ground, but on the 
right the attack of the 15th Division had failed. 

Soon it was clear that the failure on the right had made the position of the Battalion most 
dangerous. The enemy’s guns concentrated their fire on the captured spur and brought down a 
terrific bombardment. Through that storm, 2nd Lieutenant H. B. Williamson led up reinforce- 
ments to strengthen the thin line on the spur. 

About 10 a.m. came the first German counter-attack. Lieutenant Croom-Johnson sent up 
flares, and at that prearranged signal the British artillery put down an intense barrage which blotted 
out the attack. But the enemy were determined to regain the spur. A fresh advance encircled the 
right flank of the Worcestershire and once again the enemy attacked up the slope. The musketry 
of the defence held back the attack, but the German bombardment shattered the hasty entrenchments 
on the spur, and the fire of the Worcestershire platoons grew weaker as the soldiers collapsed, killed 
or wounded. Lieutenant Croom-Johnson directed the defence, dashing from one shell-hole to another, 
reorganising those who had lost their leaders and inspiring all to resist to the last: but presently 
he was wounded a second time and disabled. The command passed to 2nd Lieutenant Williamson, 
the only surviving company officer. 

No support came up. According to the plan a pause of seven hours was to have ensued 
between the first and the second phases of the attack, in order to enable the artillery to shift their 
positions ; reinforcement was not expected until midday ; but midday passed and the Hampshire did 
not come through. The failure of the Divisions on right and left had rendered the position of the 
29th Division an acute salient, and the danger of that situation would only have been increased by 
a further advance: consequently the projected second phase had been cancelled, and the rdle of 
the Hampshire had been restricted to occupying the captured trenches behind the spur. Already 
the Hampshire companies had suffered severely from the enemy’s artillery, and they could do 
little to assist the defence of the ground above them. 

Not until the afternoon (a) did any assistance arrive—one company of the 16th Middlesex, 
sent forward to help the 88th Brigade. The Middlesex men were ordered to form a defensive 
flank across the valley behind the spur, linking up the right flank of the 4th Worcestershire with the 
captured trenches held by the 2nd Hampshire. 

At 4 p.m., after a crushing bombardment by heavy howitzers, the Germans delivered an 
overwhelming attack. A great fluod of the enemy poured up the slope. The remnant of the 
Worcestershire detachments which had defended the copse all day still fought to the last. Desperate 
hand to hand fighting ensued until the last of the Worcestershire lads had fallen and the copse was 
in the enemy’s hands. The loss of that copse exposed the position on the spur to enfilade fire, 
so Colonel Kerans collected such men of the right flank companies as he could find, some fifty in all, 
and led them across the open down the slope into “ Shrapnel Trench,” where he reorganised the 
line and continued the defence. North of the copse, the survivors of the left flank companies 
held firm on the ground they had won, and at nightfall they were still holding the crest-line of the 
captured spur. 


As darkness closed in, Colonel Kerans (c), who then commanded what was left of the Brigade (d) 
organised a counter-attack against the copse. He collected the few available men of the 4th 
Worcestershire, the attached company of the 16th Middlesex and some forty men of the 2nd Hamp- 
shire. The counter-attack was bravely made, but it had no chance against the superior numbers 
of the enemy, and eventually the attempt to retake the copse had to be abandoned. 

In the darkness the weary troops dug in, all three battalions intermixed (e). The survivors 
of the 4th Worcestershire were utterly exhausted, and, to make matters worse, very little food or 
water was available ; for the enemy’s guns had shelled7the main road all day and the Battalion 
transport had suffered severely (f). 

Long after midnight came news of relief. The 86th Brigade would take over the line. About 
2am. the 2nd Royal Fusiliers came forward to the ridge, and before dawn they had relieved the 
mixed collection of troops in the valley and facing the copse. But on the crest of the spur the sur- 
vivors of the left flank companies of the 4th Worcestershire, 42 men under 2nd Lieutenant Williamson, 


(a) The 16th Middlesex were placed at the disposal of the 88th Brigade at 1l a.m. The Middlesex company reached 
the 4th Worcestershire at 3.45 p.m. 

(6) For his gallant leadership in that battle Lieut. Croom- Johnson was awarded theM.C. In his brave work he was 
greatly assisted by C.S.M. Williams of ‘‘ Z ’ Company and by Lance-Corpl. Freeman of “ Y "’ Company, who 
both played a great part in rallying and inspiring the leaderless troops. 

(¢) Colonel Kerans was subsequently awarded the D.S.O. Capt. H. Tooze of the Battalion, Staff Captain of the 88th 
Brigade, was afterwards awarded the M.C. (@) The C.O. of the 2nd Hampshire had been wounded. 

(¢) The final line consolidated is shown on plan. The survivors of the 4/Worcestershire were on the left near the 
Brigade boundary, with Hampshire and Middlesex intermingled from opposite the copse to Pick Trench, 

(f) 2limbers destroyed and 10 horses killed. 
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were not relieved before the dawn. It was impossible to move across the open in daylight, so those 
brave men clung to the ground they had won until the following evening, assisting in the work of 
consolidation. 

Meanwhile the remainder of the Battalion had marched back down the main road to Arras. 
On April 22nd the “ Battle Strength ” of the Battalion had been 17 officers and 520 rank and file : 
on April 24th 2 officers and 64 men marched back (a). 

The little party marched to Ronville, where they were issued with tea and rum, and then on 
to some half ruined barracks in Arras. There all slept the sleep of exhaustion until 4 p.m., when 
motor busses arrived and carried them back ten miles to Simencourt : ten miles which, owing to the 
congestion of the roads, took six hours to cover. There the sixty lay in huts till April 26th. On 
the evening of April 25th Lieut. Williamson and his party rejoined (b). 

Next day the 88th Brigade, or what was left of it (c), marched back to Gouy-en-Artois. Then 
came news that the 29th Division was moving right back to rest and train, and on April 27th the 4th 
Worcestershire marched southward by Bailleulval, La Cauchie, Humbercamp, St. Amand, and 
Souastre, to good billets in Coigneux. 


While the 4th Worcestershire were fighting their great battle at Monchy-le-Preux the 2nd 
Worcestershire, further south, had also been under fire. As part of the general advance, the 33rd 
Division had attacked on the extreme right flank of the British battle-front, with the object of rolling 
up the exposed flak of the Hindenburg Line in the valley of the river Sensée. 

On the evening of April 21st the 2nd Worcestershire had moved forward from ‘‘ Judas Farm ”’ 
rath an intermittent bombardment (d) and had once more taken over the outpost line north of 

Toisilles. 
On the evening of April 22nd preparations were made for the attack in harmony with the 
thrust further north. Two separate attacks were to be made by the 33rd Division, a flanking attack 
by the 98th Brigade to roll up the Hindenburg Line from the heights west of the River Sensée, and a 
frontal attack down the eastern bank of the River by the 100th Brigade. The 2nd Worcestershire 
was to be in reserve to the latter attack which was to be delivered by two other battalions of the 100th 
Brigade, the Ist Queen’s and the 16th K.R.R.C. 

Those two battalions passed through the outpost line of the 2nd Worcestershire during the 
night of April 22nd/23rd (e) and advanced in silence across the open ground along the eastern bank 
of the river to selected assembly positions. 

At dawn under cover of a heavy bombardment, a general attack was delivered against the 
enemy’s position. All day long the 2nd Worcestershire remained in their former position, anxiously 
awaiting news or orders. In front of them the Queen’s and the Rifles were struggling to hold the 
footing they had gained by their attack. On the heights to the left a similar fight was in progress. 
Throughout the day shells burst in every direction over the Sensée valley ; but the Worcestershire 
companies were well entrenched and did not suffer very heavily (f). Gradually, however, it became 
clear that the enemy’s counter-attacks were prevailing, and that the Queen’s and the Rifles would 
not be able to hold their ground. Eventually the remnants of those two brave battalions fell back 
along the valley and passed through the line held by the Worcestershire. Very few of the Ist 
Queen’s came back: over 400 had fallen ; and the Rifles had suffered almost as heavily. 

The issue of the fight on the heights to the left was unknown to the Battalion when darkness 
fell: it seemed that there too the attack was likely to fail. Throughout the ensuing night the 
situation remained doubtful; at dawn, however, it was found that the enemy had abandoned the 
Hindenburg Line trenches west of the Sensée and had withdrawn to the eastern bank of the river. 

Orders came to find out whether the enemy on that bank were still holding their ground, and 
patrols were at once sent out. Those patrols were greeted with a hot fire from the German trenches 
in front (g) and it was clear that the enemy facing the 100th Brigade were still standing fast. 

Comparative quiet closed down on the battle-field, Next evening (April 25th) the 2nd 
Worcestershire were relieved and marched back by way of Boiry St. Martin, Monchy-au-bois, and 
Bienvillers to billets at Pommier. There the Battalion remained, resting and training, until May Ist. 


(a) This is exclusive of 2/Lt. Williamson's party—1 officer and 42 men. The actual losses were—killed,8 officers (2/Lt. 
S. E. W. Weatherhead, 2/Lt. E. J. Bird, 2/Lt. J. J. Brunskill, Lt. A. L. Wills, 2/Lt. H. H. Bateman, 2/Lt. E. H. 
Holland, 2/Lt. G. D. L. Nicholson, 2/Lt. N. F. Acton), and 34 rank and file. Missing, 1 officer (2/Lt. W. H. 
Pitt), and 53 rank and file. Wounded, 3 officers (Capt. C. Perkins, 2/Lt. R. A. Gamlen, Lieut. H. Croom-John- 
son) and 325 rank and file. 

These are the figures in the Battalion diary. They do not quite tally with those in the Divisional Report 
which gives 14 officers casualties ; possibly including those recorded on previous pages, 

(b) For his gallantry in that battle, Lieut. Williamson was awarded the M.C. 

(c) The 2nd Hampshire had lost over half thcir strength. The Essex and Newfoundlanders were still mere cadres 
after the battle of April l4th. 

(d) Casualties 2/Worcestershire—Night April 2Ist/22nd. 3 killed, 2 wounded. 

(e) A night during which both artilleries kept up a continuous bombardment. 

(g) 1 killed, 6 wounded. 


(f) 4 killed, 17 wounded. 
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Apr-May 1917. THE PIONEERS IN THE LINE. 


During the battle on April 23rd the 14th Worcestershire had been employed near Gavrelle. 
That village had been attacked and captured early in the morning by the 63rd Division. “C” 
Company of the Battalion was sent forward in two detachments to assist in the consolidation of 
the tront line. After many adventures across the battle-field under heavy shell-fire, the two detach- 
ments of Pioneers returned to their resting places early next morning (April 24th) (a). 


On the whole the great attack had been disappointing ; ground had been gained ; Gavrelle 
and other tactical points had been taken ; but, on the other hand, nowhere had the enemy’s resistance 
definitely been broken. 


THE BATTLE OF ARLEUX. 


The next great attack of the Arras battles took place on April 28th. On the northern part 
of the battle-front Arleux was attacked and captured by the Canadian Corps ; on their right the front 
of attack was continued by British Divisions. Among the latter was the 63rd Division, which 
attacked the German trenches east of the captured village of Gavrelle. 

At first the 14th Worcestershire bure no part in that attack. The Pioneer Battalion was 
fully occupied in work on roads in the battle-area just north of Arras. The labouring platoons heard 
the roar of the guns and watched the streams of wounded and prisoners coming back from the line. 
As darkness fell the working parties returned to camp and settled down for the night. 

At 9 p.m. came an alarm. Urgent orders had come for the Battalion to move forward at 
once in fighting order to assist the truops in front. The enemy were making a counter-attack and the 
battalions holding Gavrelle were hard-pressed. : 

The companies were assembled, ammunition was issued, and the Battalion set out. There 
was no time to think of issuing rations for the next day. Through the darkness the Ith Worcester- 
shire marched forward to Gavrelle and there joined the 188th Brigade. On arrival the Battalion was 
split up. ‘A’? Company was attached to the ‘“ Anson” Battalion, “C’’ Company to the Ist 
R.M.L.L, and “B” Company to the H.A.C. “D” Company, with Battalion Headquarters, was 
kept back in reserve west of Gavrelle. . 


By the time that all were in position, dawn had broken (April 29th) (0), and the battle was 
Taging on all sides. Gavrelle lies in a fold in the ground. To the castwards a maze of German 
trenches stretched across low-lying ground. Those trenches had been taken during the previous 
day, but had been retaken by German counter-attacks. On the low ridge immediately above the 
northern exits of the village a fierce struggle was raging around the ruins of a conspicuous Windmill 
which was being stoutly defended by a party of Marines. 

Just as “A” Company reached the British front line the Anson Battalion advanced in a 
Tenewed attack against the Gerinan trenches cast of the village. A protracted struggle followed amid 
shell-fire which rendered everything obscure. The attackers were eventually bombed out and were 
forced back to our original trenches. The enemy attempted to follow up their success, but were 
met with a steady fire from the Worcestershire company, which effectually checked any advance. 

Meanwhile on the left the Windmill had been gallantly held by the Marines. Heavy fighting 
continued all day but dicd away at nightfall, leaving the 68rd Division, sorely depleted, in the trenches 
they had held before the battle, but with the captured Windinill secured as an advanced post. 

““A" Company was adinitted by all to have behaved splendidly (c) ; so much so that when 
the remainder of the 188th Brigade was relieved during the following night (April 29th/3uth), by 
the troops of the 31st Division, the Worcestershire company was left to hold the north-east corner of 
ee liae during the relief and did not rejoin the remainder of the Battalion until the following 
night (d). 

_ The 68rd Division then moved out of the line to rest and train, and on April 30th the 14th 
Worcestershire made a short move westwards to St. Aubin, whence the Pioncers went out on many 
working parties during the next three weeks. 


uw 
(6) The guide leading ‘‘ A’ Company lost his way and the company did not take up position till broad daylight. 
: One officer (Capt. C. H. Vick) gassed. 
(¢) For eallentry during the day two stretcher-bearers of the Battalion, Ptes. C. Rooke and P. Horkan, were awarded 
the M.M. 
(@) Casualties L4th Worcestershire. April 28th—30th :—2 killed, One officer (2:Lt. H. S. Roper) and 11 men wounded, 
(e) Casualties 14th Worcestershire May 20th—3Ist—6 killed, 23 wounded. 
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Early in May the 4th Worcestershire were made up to strength by fresh drafts and moved 
back into the battle-area. The Battalion marched northward from Coigneux on May Ist, billetted 
that night in Souastre and then next day proceeded through Humbercamp and Laherliere to Saultry 
Labret Station. Thence the Battalion moved by train to Arras, where quarters were found in 
the cellars of the ruined houses in the Grande Place. 

All next morning the Battalion stood to arms, awaiting orders to move forward in support 
of an attack which was then in progress; but no orders came (a) and eventually the companies 
were dismissed to rest. 

During the next ten days the Battalion remained in billets (b) providing many working 
parties, some of which went forward across the battle-field as far as the front line. 


On May 14th the 4th Worcestershire moved forward into the battle-area. For a week the 
companies were in reserve or support positions, mainly occupied in providing working and entrenching 
parties ; then on May 20th the Battalion went forward to the front line. The front of the 29th 
Division now stretched from Monchy to the River Scarpe, and the Worcestershire relieved the 
Northamptonshire Yeomanry (c) in trenches immediately south of the river. 

Those trenches were held by the Battalion, alternately with the Northamptonshire Yeomanry, 
until the end of the month (d). The trench line ran across a sharp valley in which there was much 
scope for enterprise. Several small adventures took place when parties pushed out from the line 
Py Heh to ont posts further forward (e), but nothing of importance occurred until on the evening 
of May 30th. 

On that night the 29th Division made a great attempt to advance the line on Infantry Hill. 
The centre of the fight was away to the right but, as a diversion, the 4th Worcestershire were ordered 
to make a small attack on the German trenches near a mill which stood west of Pelves on rising 
ground above the river. 

The hour for the main attack on the right had been fixed at half-an-hour before midnight. 
The attack of the 4th Worcestershire was to be delivered five minutes before that hour, in order 
to draw the fire of the German guns. 

The attack was made by two platoons. In silence the two platoons climbed out of their trenches 
and advanced; but a heavy thunderstorm had soaked the ground and progress was slow. The 
enemy were on the alert, flares went up, and the German guns opened an intense fire. Through the 
shell-bursts the attacking platoons struggled onwards, across heavy mud under a rapid fire from the 
enemy’s trench. Many fell, but the rest plunged on, reached the German entanglements and engaged 
in a bombing fight with the enemy on the parapet. Only when their bombs had run out did the 
Worcestershire platoons retire. The retreat was covered by 2nd Lieutenant E. D. Barclay, who 
gallantly held the enemy at bay with his last few bombs while his men withdrew (f). 

Almost at once the enemy retaliated. The German gun-fire became heavier, and a large 
raiding party came forward from the hostile trench. Again a fierce bombing fight ensued ; but 
the enemy raiders failed to gain a footing in our line, and eventually fell back. 

Away to the right the main battle was in progress on Infantry Hill. Heavy firing lasted all 
night and did not die down until the morning. Presently word came down that no success had been 
gained, 

When it became possible to reckon the casualties of that fierce night it was found that the 
4th Worcestershire had lost some forty killed and wounded (g). 


After that fight it was decided to relieve the two Divisions then at Monchy-le-Preux. North 
of the village the 29th Division was relieved by the 3rd Division. South of the village the 37th 
Division was relieved by the “‘ Second-Line ’’ South Midland Territorials of the 61st Division. The 
two relieving Divisions came up to the line in the first days of June. 

The 29th Division moved back to rest and train, and the 4th Worcestershire (4) moved on 
June 5th by train from Arras to Candas; thence the Battalion marched to billets at Bonneville, 
whence training was carried out during the ensuing three weeks. 


(a) The enemy shelled Arras during the day with long-range guns. Some shells struck near the Grande Place and the 
Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant was wounded. 

(b) May 3rd—7th in Arras. May 8th—10th in Berneville. May 10th—13th in Arras. 

(c) A composite Battalion of Northamptonshire Yeomanry and the Corps Cyclists. On May 18th 2/Lt. W. M. 
Williams was wounded, and two days later Lt. D. G. St. C. Roberts also was hit. 

(d) The 4th Worcestershire held the line 2uth—24th and 28th—3Ist. In the interval the Battalion rested in reserve 
at Railway Triangle. ¢ 

(e) Casualties. 22nd 1 officer and 2 men wounded. 28th 3 wounded. 29th 10 killed, 6 wounded (by shell-fire), 

(f) 2/Lieut. Barclay was awarded the M.C. 

(g) 12 killed, 27 wounded, 2 missing. 

(4) On the evening of June Ist the 4th Worcestershire had been relieved by the Northamptonshire Yeomanry and bad 
marched back into Arras. 
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May—June 1911. THE BATTLES OF ARRAS. 


As the 29th Division moved back, the 61st Division moved up the line, and the 2/7th and 
2/8th Worcestershire came into the Arras battle-area. We have already told how, in the middle 
of May, the South Midland Territorials had been relieved by French troops in the line before St. 
Quentin, and had been drawn back into reserve near Amiens (a). After a few days in that area the 
Division had moved north. Both the Worcestershire battalions marched on May 2lst to Beauval 
and thence on May 23rd to Sus-St-Leger. Next day the two Battalions moved forward by *bus 
to billets (6) in Arras. 

The stay of the Glst Division in the Arras area was, however, of but short duration. The 
main strength of the British Army was being shifted further to the north, and on June 6th it became 
known that the 61st Division would be transferred to Flanders. 

So the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire never reached the front line at Arras. On the Ist of 
june the 183rd Brigade marched forward from their billets at Arras into the battle-area, to dugouts 
near at Tilloy-les-Mofflaines ; thence the two Battalions sent forward many working parties ; but 
the fighting had died down and little of note occurred. Soon afterwards the 61st Division was ordered 
back into reserve, and on June 10th the 183rd Brigade marched back through Arras to Simencourt. 


Late in June the 29th and 61st Divisions both moved out of the Arras area to train for the 
new offensive in Flanders. The 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire marched to Gouy-en-Artois on 
June 22nd and there entrained. That evening they detrained at Hesdin and marched to billets, 
the 2/7th Worcestershire at Vieux Hesdin, and the 2/8th Worcestershire at Linzeux. There, in 
the valley of the River Canche, the two Battalions settled down to hard training which continued 
into July. 


A few days later the 29th Division moved north. On June 26th the 4th Worcestershire 
marched from Bonneville to Doullens. There next day the Battalion entrained for the Ypres Salient. 


The last great fight of the Regiment in the Arras battles fell to the lot of the 2nd Battalion. 
On May Ist the Battalion marched forwards from its rest billets at Pommier, first to Ficheux and 
then on the following day through Boisleux-au-Mont to Hamelincourt. There the Battalion lay 
in bivouac during the ensuing week, training hard ; for instructions had been received that a renewed 
general attack was to be made in the near future. 

On May 11th the Battalion moved forward to the line, and took over their former outpost 
position (c) in the Sensée valley, north of Croisilles. The companies held that outpost line for four 
days in comparative quiet. 

On May 14th came orders to make a small “ silent ’’ raid on the enemy’s line in the valley, 
in order to identify the hostile troops in front by securing a prisoner. That night (d) the raiding 
party, 25 men under 2/Lt. T. L. Gillespie, worked their way forward down the valley to the enemy’s 
wire but, as they endeavoured to effect an entry, the raiders were observed. A heavy fire was opened 
and parties of the enemy sallied out from both flanks to cut them off. The Worcestershire detach- 
ment fell back, and a running fight ensued across the open, the enemy pressing in from both flanks. 
Eventually, 2/Lt. Gillespie, although wounded, succeeded in bringing his party back to our lines. 
Five of the raiders were missing and five more, besides the subaltern, were wounded; but they 
had accounted for fourteen of the enemy, whose bodies were found next day on the open ground. 

Next evening (May 16th) the Battalion was relieved by the 1st Cameronians and marched back 
to bivouac behind St. Leger to rest before the attack. 


After four days of strenuous rehearsal (e), the 2nd Worcestershire marched forward on the 
evening of May 19th, to the allotted position of assembly (f) beyond Croisilles by the Chalk Pit on the 
eastern bank of the river Sensée. 

The previous attack (April 23rd) had failed for want of weight. That mistake was not repeated, 
for two whole Brigades were put in on the front where two battalions had previously attacked. 
The 100th Brigade was to attack between the two roads leading from Croisilles to Hendecourt and 
Fontaine respectively. Further to the left the 98th Brigade would attack astride the River Sensée. 


(2) May 18th. Both Battalions arrived in Amiens area. 2/7th Worcestershire detrained Amiens, 2/8th Worcestershire 


detrained Longueau. Thence marched to billets, 2/7th Worcestershire in Villers Bocage, 2/8th Worcestershire 
in Bertangles. 


(b) The 2/7th Worcestershire in Dainville, and the 2/8th Worcestershire at the Schramm Barracks in Arras itself. 

(c) On the night of May 13th/14th the front held by the Battali nm was extended across the Sensée river to the cross- 
roads due north of Croisilles (about 5U0 yards from the river bank). 

(@) 2a.m. May 15th. 

(e) On May 17th the Battalion moved from St. Leger to a camp near Moyenneville. 

(f) The enemy’s guns were bombarding Croisilles, and the advance through the village and beyond was made by 
individual platoons. Some 2U casualties were suffered from the shells. 
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FRANCE AND FLANDERS, 1917. 20j21st May 1917, 


The attack of the 100th Brigade was to be made with three battalions in front line. The 
2nd Worcestershire were on the right of the Brigade front, with the Glasgow Highlanders on their 
left. On the right flank of the Worcestershire were the 5th Scottish Rifles of the 19th Brigade, who 
were to attack an underfeature known as “‘ The Hump.” 


THE ACTION OF CROISILLES (a). 


Dawn of May 20th was shrouded in a thick white mist. At 3.30 a.m. the Battalion deployed 
into four ‘‘ waves,”” one company in each “ wave.’’ ‘‘D’”’ Company was in front line, then ‘‘ A,” 
both extended into line, followed at some distance (b) by “C”’ and “B’’ Companies, in artillery 
formation (c). 

At 5.15 a.m. the attacking troops rose to their feet and moved forward through the mist. 
The successive waves of soldiers passed the front line positions (d@) and moved forward across the 
open. Sound was deadened by the mist, and the enemy’s wire was reached without the advance 
being detected. “D’’ Company, gallantly led by Captain E. O. Durlacher (e) dashed through the 
wire and plunged into the German trenches. Precisely at that minute the British artillery opened 
a storm of fire against the enemy’s second line (f). 

The first line was easily dealt with. The enemy were not in strength, and the defenders were 
quickly killed or captured. Then, under a heavy fire, the third and fourth waves of the attack 
came up to the captured trench, passed over it and deployed to attack the German support line. 
Luck was against them. The smoke of the shells had thickened the enshrouding mist into a dense 
fog. In that fog the platoons lost touch and blundered forward in different directions against the 
invisible enemy. 

Many brave deeds were done. Captain H. C. Downes led his company on to the attack 
and storied part of the cnciny’s trench. Then, although isclated in the fog, he organised a strong 
defence and held his ground. At several other points the enemy’s support line was scized, and fierce 
bombing fights took place until bombs ran out and the survivors were forced to fall back. Eventually 
most of “ C’’ Company were collected in a sunken road between the first and second lines of trenches. 
The survivors of “ B’’ Company withdrew to the captured German front line, where “A” and ‘‘ D” 
companies were hard at work wiring and digging themselves into safety. That work of consolidation 
was well done, and when at length the enemy counter-attacked through the mist the Worcestershire 
platoons were able to maintain their position. 

On the right flank 2nd Lieut. F. J. Hemming defended an improvised work with great courage 
and tenacity, beating off repeated bombing attacks. 2nd Lieut. F. J. D. Gunston led his men in two 
sharp counter-attacks which drove back the German bombers. Lance-Corporal E. Sabin, although 
badly woundcd, reinained resolutcly at his pust, setting a splendid example of courage (g). 

Further back, the whole river valley as far as Croisilles was subjected to a hail of ‘shells. 
Headquarters of the three attacking battalions had been established in the Chalk Pit, together 
with the Aid Posts for the wounded. Such of the wounded from the front line as could make their 
way back collected in the Pit, sheltering as best they could under a concentrated bombardment. 
The Chaplain, the Reverend E. Victor Tanner, did devoted work in assisting and cheering the 
wounded under the storm of shells. 

All that night and all the next day (May 2Ist) bombing attacks went on up and down the 
Hindenburg Line, but the captured position was firmly held (hk). The line was reorganised. ‘“‘C” 
Company were withdrawn from the shallow cover of the sunken road to the deep trenches of the 
captured German front line. During the night Captain Downes brought his men back from their 
isolated position to rejoin the Battalion. They had held their ground unsupported against all 
attacks during twenty hours of continuous fighting (). 

By nightfall of May 21st the gun-fire had died down and the struggle was at an end. That 
night the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved by the 2nd Royal Welch Fusiliers and went back by 
companies to support trenches west of Croisilles. Thence on the following day the companies 
marched back independently to camp at Moyenneville. The Drums of the Battalion met the 
companies at Hamelincourt and played them into billets. 


(a) In the official list of engagements this action and other subsequent actions nearby are grouped under the heading 
“ Actions on the Hindenburg Line, May 20th—June 16th.” 

(b) 200 yards interval between 2nd and 3rd waves. (c) Section columns. (d) Held by the Ist Queen’s. 

(e) Captain Durlacher was hit in the hand during the first charge, but he refused to leave his men and remained in 
command of the company until shot dead later in the day. 

(f) That simultaneous opening of fire had been carefully timed and was very successful. 

(g) 2nd ‘Lieuts. Hemming and Gunston were awarded the M.C. L/Cpl. Sabin was awarded the D.C.M. 

(A) On the left the Sth Scottish Kies had succeeded in capturing “ The Hump.” 

(i) Capt. Downes was awarded the M,C. 
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May—Judy 1917. END OF THE BATTLES OF ARRAS. 


The casualties had been very heavy. Nearly half the fighting strength of the Battalion had 
fallen. The Battalion had gone into action with a “ battle strength ” of 530, and came out with 
but 280 (a). Especially regretted was the death of Captain E. A. O. Durlacher, the hero of the Clery 
raid. A brilliant young leader, of quick wit and outstanding personality, he was one of the most 
memorable of the many excellent officers who came to the Regiment from that nursery of brave men, 
the Artists’ Rifles. 


After a rest of three days, the Battalion moved forward again on the evening of May 26th, 
through Croisilles to the previous assembly position near the Chalk Pit. There the companies lay 
in reserve throughout the following day, while the 19th and 98th Brigades made a renewed attack 
from the positions captured on May 20th against the Hindenburg Support Line. But the attack 
failed (6), and in the evening the Battalion moved back west of Croisilles (¢). 

Next day the Battalion again moved into the same reserve position, and then on May 29th 
went forward and relieved the Glasgow Highlanders in the front line—the battle-ground of May 
20th. By that time the line was well consolidated, and there was little activity save intermittent 
shelling (d). 

On May 31st the Battalion was relieved, and marched back safely into billets at Moyenneville. 
The 2st Division were taking over the line, and next day (June Ist) the 2nd Worcestershire marched 
eastwards through Ayette and Adinfer to billets in Pommier. There the Battalion settled down to 
three weeks training. On June 20th that training period came to anend. The 33rd Division again 
took over the line at Croisilles and the 100th Brigade marched to Divisional Reserve billets in 
Moyenneville. 

Orders were issued for a renewed attack on the Hindenburg Support Line (known by then 
as ‘‘ Tunnel Trench ’’) and on the evening of June 24th the 2nd Worcestershire and Ist Queens moved 
up to the trenches, their old battle-ground of May 2uth, and prepared to attack: at the last 
minute, however, the attack was postponed and the two battalions were brought back to camp 
at Moyenneville. On June 27th the 2nd Worcestershire moved forward to a support position behind 
Croisilles to support a small attack made by the Queens on June 29th, without success. 

Orders then came for the 33rd Division to move right back for rest and training. On the 
evening of June 30th the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved and marched back to Moyenneville. 
Thence on the following day the Battalion once more marched to Pommier. 

After one day’s rest, the move to the back areas was begun, and during the next three days the 
Battalion marched southwestward (e) through the pleasant countryside of Picardy to Picquigny. 
There on July 5th the 2nd Worcestershire settled down to rest and training, which continued through- 
out the rest of the month (/). 

On the last day of July the 2nd Worcestershire marched to Longpré and there entrained 
for Flanders. 


In the middle of May the 48th (South Midland) Division was transferred from the Fourth 
tothe Fifth Army. On May 13th, after a farewell address from General Pulteney (g), the 1/7th and 
1/8th Worcestershire set out from Combles (#), and marched northwards across the wasted Somme 
uplands, the 1/7th Worcestershire by Bancourt to Morchies, and the 1/8th Worcestershire by 
Villers-au-Flos to Velu Wood. There the two Battalions lay until May 21st, when the 144th Brigade 
moved forward to the front line. The two Worcestershire battalions took over the line just east 
of Lagnicourt. Their outpost positions lay across rolling open country, immediately in front of the 
Hindenburg Line. 


(a) Killed 2 officers (Capt. E. A. O. Durlacher, 2'Lt. P. W. Potter (died of wounds)) and 34 other ranks. 
Wounded 5 officers (Capt. H. C. Downes, 2/Lt. W. A. Cross, 2/Lt. G. Mason, 2/Lt. F. J. D. Gunston, 2/Lt. 
H. B. Ludlow Hewitt) and 134 other ranks. Missing 73. 

(8) The attack was made at 1.55 p.m. 

(c) Casualties 2/Worcestershire May 27th—2 killed, 4 wounded. 

(d) Casualties. May 28th—4 killed, 3 wounded. May 29th, 5 wounded. May 30th—6 wounded (and 1 officer who 
remained at duty). May 3lst—1 killed, 3 wounded. 

(e) July 3rd— By St. Amand—Souastre—Bayencuurt —Sailly-au-Bois— Bertrancourt—Achcux— Forceville to Hedauville. 
July 4th—By Varonne—Harponville—Toutencourt—Herissart—Rubempre to Pierregot. 
July 5th.—By Rainneville—Coisy—Bertangles—St. Sauveur—Ailly—Breilly to Picquigny. 

(f) While at Picquigny the command of the Battalion changed. Lt.-Colonel T. K. Pardoe was invalided home. He 
was succeeded by Lt.-Colonel H. E. Gogarty. Lt.-Colonel Pardoe was subsequently awarded the D.S.O. 

(g) Commanding the IIIrd Corps. 

(h) The Brigade had moved from Peronne to Combles on the previous day. 
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In that neighbourhood the two Battalions lay throughout the next six weeks. The weather 
was glorious. There was little activity (2) on either side. The fighting further north was using up 
units so rapidly that, in order to preserve the 48th Division and the other formations on the southern 
front for their future trial in Flanders, any aggressive activity on their part at that time was sternly 
discouraged. The enemy seemed to be acting on the very same principle and attempted no activity. 
So the Territorial Battalions remained peacefully either in the outpost line or billetted in rear of it 
throughout the month of June (8). 

Patrols were carried out each night across the open ground which stretched between the 
British outposts and the enemy’s elaborate defences; but actual encounters were few (c). The 
worst trials the troops had to bear were physical, due to the difficulty of getting food and water 
up to the line. Every effort was made to conceal from the enemy the position of our outposts, and 
that concealment entailed a certain amount of privation for the troops holding the concealed positions. 
The enforced absence of cooked food and of washing water was trying to all ranks, but the reward 
of rg ae was reaped in the small list of casualties ; for the enemy’s guns had no sure 
target (d). 


At the beginning of July the 48th Division was relieved and ordered back into reserve. The 
1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire handed over their trenches to battalions of the 3rd Division (e), 
and marched westward (f), to Achiet-le-Petit. The heat was overpowering. The troops were in 
poor physical condition after their long stay in the line ; they suffered severely on the march, and many 
fell out. From Achiet-le-Petit the Battalions marched northwards to camps near Blaireville and 
Monchy-au-Bois (g), and there settled down to training across the devastated area. Work was 
continued strenuously until July 20th. Then orders came to move westwards. On July 22nd 
the Territorial Battalions marched across the old battle-line into the pleasant country beyond, 
and entrained at Saulty-Labret for the North. 


The Arras battles had not been expected to be decisive. They had been intended as a pre- 
liminary to a greater subsequent offensive in Flanders. 

In Flanders the position of the opposing armies had not materially changed since the attack 
on Bellewaerde in June 1915. Thereafter, in spite of many minor attacks and counter-attacks, the 
position around Ypres had remained substantially unaltered. The British forces held the Ypres 
Salient, of which Hooge was the most easterly point. From the southward the Salient was completely 
overlooked from the German positions on the Messines Ridge; and before any great offensive operation 
could be undertaken from the Salient it was essential to capture that Ridge. 

So it was that as the Arras battles gradually died down into trench warfare the centre of 
interest shifted to the Messines area. 

In that area the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment had been engaged since November 1916. 
From the New Year to the end of February no event of great importance had occurred to the Battalion, 
which held trenches first on the banks of the Lys and then north-east of Ploegsteert Wood (h). 


(a) Total casualties. May 2lst—July Ist. 1/7th Battalion 4 killed, 3 died of wounds, 20 wounded, 4 missing. 
1/8th Battalion 2 killed, 5 wounded. 

(b) Movements of Battalions. Both Battalions in the line May 2lst—29th. May 29th—June 6th in billets, 1/7th 
at Fremicourt 1/8th at Velu. June 7th—15th in the line. June 15th—22nd in billets, 1/7th at Beugny 
1/8th at Velu. June 23rd—30th both Battalions in the line. 

(c) On the night of May 27th/28th a patrol fight cost the 1/7th Worcestershire 5 killed and 3 captured. The latter 
are believed to have been the only prisoners taken from the Battalion in France. On another occasion a 
patrol of the 1/8th Worcestershire drove a German patrol back to their own wire, where they were bombed 
by their own side. 

(d) Except the British battery positions, which at times were badly shelled. (e) Ist R. Scots Fusiliers and 8th E. Yorks. 

(f) 1/7th on July 2nd. 1/8th on July 3rd. (g) 1/7th to Blaireville on July 3rd. 1/8th to Monchy on July 4th. A 
vivid and caustic description of this period will be found in the ‘‘ War Story of the 1/8th Battalion.” 

(A) Position of Battalion as follows :— 

January Ist—6th, and January 13th—17th in trenches from bank of Lys to the left. No incidents. 

January 7th—12th. In Brigade Reserve at Pont de Nieppe. 

January 18th—February 2nd. In Divisional Reserve at Nieppe, and in training area near Bailleul. 

February 2nd—6th, 10th—14th, 18th—2Ist, in trenches north-east of Ploegsteert Wood. 

February 7th—10th in Brigade Reserve at Regina Camp. 

February 14th—18th in Brigade support at Creslow Farm. 

Casualties during this period, January, 2 killed, 8 wounded. February, 2/Lt. R. G. Cook and 2 men killed, 
2/Lt. M. P. Atkinson and 14 men wounded. 
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‘en —May 1917, THE SPRING IN FLANDERS. 


The weather in January and February was bitter and the troops suffered severely ; but at 
the end of February the 25th Division moved back into Corps Reserve, and the 3rd Worecs- 
tershire spent six weeks in training, moving through a successicn cf camps and lillets in the 
Lys area (a). 

In the middle of April the 3rd Worcestershire moved back to the front bic and tock over 
once more the previous position on the north bank of the river Lys. On the evenn.g of Apnl 14th 
the 3rd Worcestershire relieved the luth Cheshire, who on the previcus night had been raided by the 
enemy. The Cheshire had suffered many casualties, and much hard work was necded to repair the 
damage done to the trenches. Apart from that work and sume heavy shelling on April 2uth that 
tour in the line was quiet (b). After relief, the 3rd Worcestershire marched back to Outtersteene, 
where the companies remained during the ensuing week. 


Meanwhile the 10th Battalion of the Regiment also had come up into the Messines area. 

The move of the 19th Division to Flanders from the Summe front (c) had brought the 10th 
Worcestershire into the Merris area on March 18th. After a night in Meteren the Battalion marched 
through Bailleul, Locre and La Clytte, to camp in Ridge Wood, east of Dickebusch Lake. 

On March 27th the 10th Worcestershire marched forward and took over trenches immediately 
north of the Vierstraat-Wytschaete Road. After four quiet days in the line (¢) the Battalion was 
telieved and marched back into reserve in camp by Locre. 

In the first week in April the 57th Brigade moved back (e) fur training to Acquin. A strcmucus 
fortnight followed before the Battalion returned to Lecre. There the Battalion remained, finding 
working parties for many tasks, until the end of May. 

Then came a temporary shift northward. The 19th Division was lent temporarily to the Xth 
Corps (f). The 57th Brigade marched on April 30th to Poperinghe, where the luth Worcestershire 
found good billets. 

After dark on May 2nd the Battalion entrained at Popcringhe, and were carricd forward 
to the eastern outskirts of Ypres. The companies detrained and marched round the southern 
face of the ruined city to “‘ Shrapnel Corner,’’ whence guides led them forward to relieve the 8th 
K.0.Y.L.I. in the trenches immediately facing Hill 60. 

That famous hillock was a tumbled mass of mine-craters and shell-holes. The line was 
fairly quiet and, save for some heavy shelling, no event of importance occurred. On May 6th the 
10th Worcestershire were relieved and marched back into dugouts in reserve. A severe bombardment 
next day caused the Battalion a few casualties (g). Then came orders to return to the IXth Corps. 
The Battalion moved back first to Poperinghe, and then on May 1]th back to camp at Scherpenberg. 
There the companies lay, training and finding working parties, until May 20th. 


On the last day of April the 3rd Worcestershire moved from Outtersteene to the Strazecle 
area. Thence, at the beginning of May, the 7th Brigade marched westwards (h) into the Second 
Amy training area behind St. Omer. 

The Battalion was billetted at Etrehem. Training was continued for nearly a fortnight, after 
which the Brigade returned (1) to the Strazeele area, and the 3rd Worcestershire, after a few days 
at Ravelsberg Camp, east of Bailleul, moved to Aldershot Camp south of Neuve Fglise. A 
week of work followed. Then the Battalion moved northwards to a camp not far from Dranoutre 
on the banks of the little river Douve. 

Work was incessant (j), but all ranks were in great spirits as the last preparations for the 
forthcoming attack came near to completion. 


(a) February 22nd, Nieppe. February 23rd—March 10th, Rookloshille. | March 11th—I8th, Ebblinghem. 
March 19th—20th, Sec Bois. March 21st—22nd, Outtersteene. March 22nd—30th, Korteyp camp near 
Neuve Eglise. March 3ist—April 4th, La Créche. April 5th—I2th, St. Marie Cappel. April 13th, 
Outtersteene, 

(8) Casualties. April 14th—20th. 6 killed, 7 wounded. 

(c) Move of 10th Battalion. March 5th, Arqueves to Bus. March 9th, Bus to Louvencourt. 10th, Louvencourt to 
Gezaincourt. Thence on the 13th to Croix, on the 14th to Tangry, on the 16th to Equedeques, on the 17th to 
Boeseghem, and on the 18th to the Merris area. 

(d) Casualties, Nil. 

(e) Move of 10th Battalion, April Ist, Locre to Caestre. 2nd, to Hazebrouck. 3rd, to Arques. 4th, to Acquin. 
Aprill7th: Acquinto Arques. 18th, to Hazebrouck. 19th, to Locre. 

(f) To replace temporarily the 23rd Division, sent back for training. 

(g) 2 killed, 5 wounded. 

(h) 3rd Worcestershire marched on May 4th from Strazeele to Ebblinghem and thence on the 5th to Etrehem. 

(i) 3rd Worcestershire marched on May 18th from Fbblinghem to Ftrehem and thence on the 19th to Strazeele. 

(j) On the last night of May, working parties of the 3rd Worcestershire digging assembly trenches near the front line 
were shelled and lost several men—-1 killed, 4 wounded. - 
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By the middle of May preparations for the great attack on the Messines Ridge were every- 
where in progress. Additional roads were being constructed, light railways were being built to bring 
up stores and ammunition, and assembly trenches were being constructed. At such tasks the platoons 
of the 3rd and the 10th Worcestershire laboured constantly during the closing weeks of May. All 
those preparations were matters of great difficulty, since from their commanding position on the 
Ridge the enemy’s observers were able to watch closely every movement to their front. 

One preparation, however, eluded the enemy’s observation. Under the feet of the German 
defenders on the Ridge a series of great mines had been laid. The mines were carefully concealed, 
and so secretly had they been prepared that our own troops were unaware of their existence. 


On May 20th the 10th Worcestershire again moved forward to the line and took over their 
former trenches facing Wytschaete. The British artillery had steadily increased its activity, and 
our heavy shells were bursting continuously all along the ridge. Constant patrols were ordered 
to ascertain the state of the enemy under the continual bombardment, and on the night of May 
25th/26th the 10th Worcestershire carried out a very successful little raid. 

Opposite to the Battalion’s lines, the German trench ran out in a small salient known as 
the “ Nag’s Nose.”’ Two parties, each of eleven picked soldiers led by a subaltern (a), rushed a crater 
which formed part of the enemy’s line. The crater was found to be held by a small party of the 
enemy (6), eight in number. Six of them were killed with bayonet or butt ; two surrendered and 
were dragged back. The raiders suffered no loss (c). 

After that little success the Battalion moved back to camp in Locre. 


A week later the 3rd Battalion scored a similar success. From the camp near Dranoutre 
“B” Company of the Battalion, under Lieut. A. J. B. Hudson, marched forward to the trenches 
after dark and carried out a raid on the enemy’s lines just south of Kruisstraat Cabaret. The 
point chosen was that at which a big communication trench, called ‘‘ Nutmeg Avenue” joined 
the front line. The raid had been most carefully planned, and the battalion then holding the line (4) 
was to make a simultaneous raid a little further to the left. 

At 10.45 p.m. on the 2nd of June the attacking party left our trenches and lay down in the 
open. Five minutes later the British guns opened an intense fire, and the raiders dashed forward. 
There was but little opposition. The raiders easily cleared the front trench, made their way down 
“‘ Nutmeg Avenue,” and bombed up and down “ Nutmeg Support.” 

A German machine-gun came into action and opened fire. 2nd Lieutenant C. Greenhill 
attacked it single-handed from the flank with bombs, drove away the crew and captured the weapon. 
Sergeant S. Thompson bombed his way alone into a dugout, killing or capturing all its inmates (e). 
After a hectic nineteen minutes the raiders withdrew, ran the gauntlet of the enemy’s barrage on 
our front line, and regained safety, bringing with them twelve prisoners (f). 

On June 3rd the 3rd Worcestershire moved south to camp at Ravelsberg once more. There 
“ oe remained for the next three days while final preparations were made for the 

attle. 


Four miles to the northward similar preparations were being made by the 10th Worcestershire 
at ‘“ Epsom Camp” near Westoutre, whither they had moved from Locre on May 29th. 
e The Battalion was not to be in the front line of the attack but was to form part of the Divisional 
serve. 


ae On June 6th both Battalions moved forward to take up their positions for the morrow’s 
attle. 

The 3rd Battalion marched forward after dark from Ravelsberg Camp through Neuve Eglise 
to the front line at the point they had raided opposite “‘ Nutmeg Avenue.” 

The 10th Battalion, after a preliminary move early in the day to a camp near La Clytte, 
marched about midnight to their allotted position of assembly between Vierstraat and the front 
line. 


(a) The two subalterns were 2/Lt. H. J. Luckman, and 2/Lt. J. Froggatt. 

() The 33rd Fusilier Regiment. 

(c) 2/Lieut. Luckman was awarded the M.C. On the following day Lt. B. J. Ellis was wounded. 
(d) 8th Loyal North Lancashire. 

(e) 2/Lieut. Greenhill was awarded the M.C. Sergt. Thompson was awarded the D.C.M. 

(f) Casualties, 3 killed, 10 wounded. Lieut. Hudson was awarded the M.C. 
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By 9.30 p.m. on June 6th the 3rd Worcestershire had reached the assembly trenches, after 
running the gauntlet of some intermittent shell-fire. The companies settled down behind cover 
in four lines of assembly trenches; newly dug behind the front line. 

The hours of waiting in the darkness seemed endless. Some slept, others busied themselves 
with cooking ; for each man before leaving had been issued with a patent cooker, to enable them 
to find occupation during those trying hours of suspense. 

Gradually the hands on the officers’ watches crept on towards 3 o'clock, and all made ready 
for the battle. The British artillery had fired continously throughout that night in order to cover 
the noise of the marching troops, but the bombardment gradually increased in intensity as the hour 
for attack approached. 


Suddenly all other sounds were drowned by the most appalling explosion ever known on a 
battle-field. Under the enemy’s trenches nineteen great mines exploded like so many volcanoes. 

To the right of the 3rd Worcestershire the German salient at Ontario Farm was shattered 
by a huge mine: immediately to the left, the defences of Kruisstraat Farm were blown up; and 
further to the left, on the crest line, the Spanbroek Mill, which had defied the attack of the Battalion 
two years before, went up in a sheet of flame. 

That awful and unexpected (5) explosion paralysed the troops in the British front line. The 
whole ground heaved and shook, and even the war-hardened veterans of the 3rd Worcestershire 
were for a moment unnerved. But only foramoment. Dashing to the front, the officers led their 
men forward over the front line and out into the open. There the platoons shook out into line, 
“C” and “ B” Companies leading, and went forward beneath a tornado of shells. 

Deafened and blinded by the storm around them, the leading lines reached the shattered 
mounds which represented the German front-line trench. Very few of the enemy remained in the 
front line, and those survivors, utterly bewildered and unnerved, at once surrendered. The attacking 
wave flooded forward over the support and reserve lines. In seven minutes from the start the 
enemy's front system of defences had fallen, almost without a blow. 

In accordance with their orders, the two leading companies halted and commenced to dig in, 
while “ D” and “‘ A’ Companies went through them to take their second objective—‘ Bell Farm.” 
The advance was rendered difficult by dust from the shells, which made direction hard to keep; but 
in little more than ten minutes the attackers, stumbling and plunging over the broken ground, had 
teached the ruins of the farm buildings. Fire from German machine-guns checked the advance. 
Corporal G. F. Currell handled a Lewis-gun section with cool courage, leading his men to a position 
from which a devastating fire could be brought to bear. The machine-guns were rushed and captured 
after a hand-to-hand fight, in which the corporal took a conspicuous part. 

Further along the line the officer and all the N.C.O’s. of one platoon were shot down by a German 
machine-gun. Private C. Jasper took command, reorganised the attack, and succeeded in rushing 
two German posts, capturing some 40 prisoners (c). 

Beneath the ruined farms there were deep dugouts, so strong that they had survived the 
bombardment. Their occupants were summoned to surrender, but would not do so until bombs 
had been thrown down: then the survivors came up—sixty of them headed by a major. 

The 10th Cheshire advanced through the 3rd Worcestershire to take the German second 
system, and after them came the Ist Wiltshire. To support that further attack “ B’’ Company 
of the Worcestershire was brought up from the rear and was sent forward, together with “A” 
Company, to assist the Cheshire. Shell-bursts, dust, the darkness and the unrecognisable state 
of the shattered ground, resulted in the attacking troops losing their bearings. Troops of all regiments 
were wandering in every direction. The Worcestershire platoons became separated. Some 
followed the troops in front into L’Enfer Wood, while one other platoon found its way to the right 
and asissted in the capture of a strong point just west of Middle Farm. 

Orders came for the two remaining companies, ‘‘ C’’ and “‘ D”’ to advance and help the Wilt- 
shire. The two companies pushed forward up the slope and joined the Wiltshire on the crest line 
of the ridge, near “ Four Huns Farm.” The attack on the final objective, ‘‘ October Support,” 
was delayed for some time by our own barrage, which was still bursting along that trench. The 


(a) At 3.10 a.m. 

(6) It will be remembered that the mines had been constructed so secretly that no warning had been given to the troops. 
The mine under Spanbroek Mill contained nearly 100,000 Ibs. of explosive. Those at Kruisstraat and 
Ontario Farm were not much smaller. The approximate positions of the principal mines are shown on the 


plan. 
() Corpl. Curre}l and Pte. Jasper were awarded the D.C.M. 
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two companies formed up and lay down as near to the bursting shells as was possible. Captain 
A. F, Birch-Jones, although already wounded, remained in command of his company and acted 
with great bravery, reorganizing his men and making all ready for the final assault (a). As the 
troops lay in waiting the first light paled the sky to the East. In the Browne light of dawn the 
guns lifted their fire and the attacking platoons rushed what was left of the trench. t 

Then the Battalion was reorganised. In one company all the officers and all but one of the 
sergeants had fallen. The surviving sergeant, Sergeant J. W. Forrest, took command and did 
gallant work throughout the day (6). : 

As soon as reorganisation had been carried out, the work of entrenchment was started, and 
soon the victorious troops were labouring cheerfully amid an angry fire from the enemy’s guns below 
them on the plain—the plain which could be seen spreading out to the east away to Menin and the 
low lands beyond. 


The battle-field at dawn was an extraordinary spectacle. The surface of the ridge was torn 
and smashed in every direction by countless shell-holes. Such German trenches as remained were 
broken down in many places. Across that wilderness, disordered troops of many regiments were 
stumbling in every direction. ‘‘ It was like a colossal ant-heap,”’ said a subaltern. 

Those blundering stragglers were collected, sorted out and organised. Conspicuous good 
work was done by Captain I. N. Mascn who, although wounded, remained at duty, rallying and 
collecting men of many units who strayed on to the ground held by his company (c). 


Battalion Headquarters was shifted forward up the slope and finally was established in the 
ruins of “‘ Hell Farm.” Presently the 75th Brigade, the reserve of the Division, came up the slope 
and over the crest line and went forward to capture fresh ground beyond. The platoons of the 
3rd Worcestershire on the forward slope were withdrawn, and joined the remainder cf the Battalion 
in digging a new reserve trench line on the reverse western slope of the Ridge. There the Battalion 
worked for the rest of the day. When darkness fell the days losses were counted. The 3rd Worces: 
tershire had gone into action with eighteen officers and 618 other ranks. Ten officers and 230 
other ranks had been hit (d). 7 


While the 75th Brigade were passing through the ranks of the 3rd Worcestershire, the 57th 
Brigade further north were similarly advancing through the ranks of the two leading Brigades of the 
19th Division. Those leading Brigades had captured their objectives as successfully as had the 
troops further south, and by 8 o'clock they had reached their objective, the far side of Onraet Wood. 

The 57th Brigade started to advance from their position in reserve just before 6 o'clock. 
By that hour the sun had risen, disclosing the ghastly state of the battle-field. The 10th Worcester- 
shire pushed forward past an enormous crater, where had been the ‘‘ Nag’s Nose,” and up the gles 
of the Ridge through the tangled tree-stumps of the Grand Bois. The Battalion came up with the 
leading troops about 8 o'clock. In front of them British shells were bursting along Oosttaverne 
Trench, which was to be their objective. 

Shortly before 9 o’clock that barrage lifted, and the battalions of the 57th Brigade went 
forward. There was little opposition : the trench was seized and consolidation was at once com- 
menced. At the same time each battalion of the 57th Brigade sent forward one company through 
Oosttaverne Wood. There was sharp fighting around some dugouts which were found in the 
wood, but they were soon dealt with and their surviving occupants were captured. The whole 
wood and also “ Oil Trench ” beyond it were then occupied. 

The 57th Brigade remained digging busily until early in the afternoon (e) : then fresh orders 
were received. The 57th Brigade was to push on and capture Oosttaverne Village and Odonto 
Trench beyond : a task hitherto intended for other troops. 

Plans and arrangements were made. At 3.10 p.m. the British guns lifted their fire from those 
objectives, and the 57th Brigade advanced. The 10th Worcestershire were in Brigade reserve, and 
followed the other Battalions as they pushed forward through the ruined village and over the defences. 
Once again very little resistance was met and the objectives were easily captured. Defensive works 
were at once put in hand and on those works the 10th Worcestershire laboured until darkness fell. 

Then losses were counted. Those of the 10th Worcestershire were not very heavy—some 
70 in all, including two officers (f). 


(a) Captain Birch-Jones was awarded the M.C. 

(c) Capt. Mason was awarded the M.C. 

(ad) Killed—3 officers (Capt. S. P. J. MacDonald M.C., Lieut. A. J. B. Hudson M.C., 2/Lt. H. L. Brampton) and 24 men. 
Wounded—7 officers (Capt. A. Birch-Jones, Capt. I. N. Mason, Lieut. E. L. Lazarus, 2/Lt. A. V. Rowlands, 
2/Lt. R. G. R. McKenzie, 2/Lt. S. T. Dixon, 2/Lt. C. E. S. Brummel) and 204 other ranks. 2 missing. 

(e) Orders received by Brigade 1.35 p.m. reached Battalions about 3 p.m. 

(f) 7 killed ; 2 officers (Capt. G. W. Butler and 2/Lt. T. H. Klee) and 54 men wounded ; 8 missing. 


(b) Sergt. Forrest was awarded the D.C.M. 
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Jue-juyt. + OPERATIONS BEYOND THE MESSINES RIDGE. 


Night closed in, the firing slackened and the weary troops slept in their trenches on the ground 
they had won. With the following dawn many minor enterprises were attempted by the troops in 
the front line ; but they did not affect either of the Worcestershire battalions. No further advance 
of any importance was attempted, nor did the enemy make any serious attempt at counter-attack ; 
but all day the enemy’s guns kept up a general bombardment against the captured ridge. 


After dark on June 8th the 7th Brigade were ordered forward to relieve the 75th Brigade in 

the front line. The 3rd Worcestershire, in Brigade reserve, advanced over the crest line, took over 

“the “ October” group of trenches from the 8th South Lancashire, and established Battalion Head- 

quarters near Middle Farm. Further to the front the other battalions of the 7th Brigade held a 
line of outposts at the foot of the slope. 

The 3rd Worcestershire stayed in that position for three days. The Ridge was shelled 
spasmodically during June 8th and 9th, and on the evening of June 10th: but few casualties 
resulted (a). After dark on June 11th the 7th Brigade was relieved by troops of the 3lst Division, 
and the 3rd Worcestershire marched back to bivouac behind Wulverghem. 


Next night the 10th Worcestershire likewise marched back. On the evening of June 9th the 
57th Brigade had been brought back from Oosttaverne into reserve trenches at Onraet Wood. On 
the evening of June 12th those trenches were taken over by the 7th East Lancashire, and the 10th 
Worcestershire marched back to camp near La Clytte. 

Three days later the 57th Brigade moved forward again and relieved the 56th Brigade in 

_ the captured position at Oosttaverne. The 10th Worcestershire were in the front line and suffered 
many casualties from shell-fire (b). On the evening of June 19th the Battalion was relieved and 
marched back, first to La Clytte, and then to camp near Westoutre. There the 10th Worcestershire 
‘settled down to rest and train throughout the next fortnight. 


The 3rd Worcestershire remained in the Messines area for some few days longer. On June 
13th the 7th Brigade moved back to a position in Divisional reserve just north of Neuve Eglise. 
Next day the Brigade moved forward to the battlefield, and went into a support position on the reverse 
slope of the ridge, near Messines itself. There the Battalion remained until June 22nd, mostly 
occupied in collecting “ salvage ’’ among the debris of the battle-field. Shell-fire caused a few 
casualties (c). 

On the night of June 2lst/22nd Australian troops came up to relieve the 7th Brigade, and 
the 3rd Worcestershire marched back to Ravelsberg. Thence the 7th Brigade marched back through 

" Bailleul, Outtersteene and Vieux Berquin, to Swartenbrouck for rest and training. 


Soon afterwards the 10th Battalion came again into action. 

After the battle the British line beyond Wytschaete ran along the foot of the high ground, 
through a stretch of “‘ close” agricultural country dotted with small farms. 

The front line at that point curved back in a deep re-entrant, and it was clearly advisable 
to straighten it out before the great offensive should begin. So for the first fortnight of July the 
19th Division, together with the 37th Division on the right flank, was engaged in continuous minor 

operations with that object. 

The enemy positions in the re-entrant consisted mainly of the farm buildings, most of which 

. had been put in a state of defence ; but besides those buildings a number of concealed machine-gun 
. Posts made any advance difficult. 

The 57th Brigade moved up to the line on the night of July 2nd/3rd, and relieved a Brigade 
of the 37th Division. The 10th Worcestershire, on the nght of the Brigade front, found themselves 
back on the line they had held at the close of the battle, immediately east of Oosttaverne. Orders 
were that operations to advance the line were to be commenced at once: as a preliminary each 
battalion would push forward advanced posts. 

. _ The line held by the Brigade ran across the low shoulder which stretches eastwards from 
the Ridge and separates the little streams Rosebeke and Wambeke. On the left were the 10th 
Royal Warwickshire : on the right were the 37th Division. 


_(@) June Hee killed, 6 wounded. 9th—4 wounded. 10th—Lt. L. Piper (then acting-Adjutant) and 2 men killed, 
wounded. 
(b) Casualties June 16th—18th. 5 killed, 22 wounded. 
. (6) June 15th—6 wounded, 16th—1 wounded, 17th—4 killed, 6 wounded, 18th—4 wounded, 19th—2/Lt. F. M. H. 
Jones died of wounds, 4 wounded, 22nd—2 wounded. 


269 


3rpD 


10TH 


3rp 


10TH 


10TH 


FRANCE AND FLANDERS, to919. Jaty 912 


During the next two days and nights, small parties worked their way forward up hedges and 
ditches under intermittent fire, and by dawn of July 4th a line of posts had been established some 
200 yards to the front, without serious fighting or heavy loss. Next day “ Ridge Farm” and 
“Trench Farm ’’ were occupied. 

On July 4th that process of working forward was resumed. One small patrol, consisting 
of a corporal and two men, succeeded during the afternoon in reaching the road beyond ‘“‘ Trench 
Farm,” and had actually crossed the road when a sudden burst of fire from a hidden machine-gun 
killed the corporal and wounded one of the others. The survivor, Private T. Stevenson com- 
menced to make his way back under a heavy fire by rushing from shell-hole to shell-hole. Jumping 
headlong into one of these, he fell into a German post, was knocked over and captured. He was 
hauled back to a hidden machine-gun position and left there, half unconscious. There were six 
of the enemy in the dugout ; presently two of them went out. Stevenson, waiting his opportunity, 
sprang suddenly on the remainder with his bare fists. He knocked out two, dashed out of the 
dugout and succeeded in escaping. After again running the gauntlet of the enemy’s bullets he 
regained our lines. 

Further to the left a very gallant deed was performed by 2nd Lieutenant R. Lucovitch. 
In full view of the enemy the subaltern crawled forward from shell-hole to shell-hole for 700 yards 
and discovered that the ruins of “‘ Cutting Farm ’”’ were unoccupied. After dark he led his platoon 
forward, seized the building and entrenched the position under a heavy fire (a). 


Those minor successes, combined with reports from the advanced posts that the enemy’s 
defences did not seem to be strong, led to orders that a more definite advance was to be made on the 
night of July 6th/7th. The right flank company of the Battalion was to attack “ Druid Farm,” 
and the left flank company was to attack “‘ Tool Farm.” 

The attack started just after 11 p.m., and the right flank company pushed forward down 
the slope to ‘‘ Druid Farm.” They were greeted by a heavy fire, in spite of which the platoons 
succeeded in working round both flanks of the Farm. Then, however, they came under such a 
heavy fire of bombs that progress was impossible and, after a stiff fight, the attackers fell back across 
the road. 

The left flank company pushed forward from ‘“‘ Trench Farm” and reached the line of the 
road. There machine-guns from ‘‘ Tool Farm” held up the attack. The company dug in along 
the road and remained there till dawn. By that time the right flank company had suffered so 
many casualties that it had been considered necessary to withdraw to “ Plum Farm.” As the light 
grew, the enemy established a machine-gun at the road-junction north of Druid Farm. That machine- 
gun enfiladed the trenches along the road, and the left flank company also was compelled to retire. 


The failure of that attack was due to the fact that the patrols during the previous days had 
underestimated the strength of the enemy’s defences. The hostile positions had proved too 
formidable to be reduced save by a properly staged attack supported by artillery. 

So a great weight of artillery was brought to bear, and fresh troops were ordered up. The 
8th Gloucestershire took over the line on the evening of July 8th and the 10th Worcestershire went 
back to support trenches behind Oosttaverne Wood. There the Battalion lay during the night of 
July 9th/luth while their successors attacked behind a heavy barrage. After a stiff fight the 
Gloucestershire took both “‘ Druid” and “ Tool’? Farms. The former was found to be a maze 
of tunnels, and was only cleared after a long bombing struggle. 

Then the 57th Brigade was relieved, and for ten days (b) the 10th Worcestershire lay at 
“Trish House ”’ south of Vierstraat, resting and cleaning up. In those operations the Battalion had 
suffered some 50 casualties including four (c) officers. ; 

On July 22nd the Battalion again moved forward. The front of the Division had been altered 
slightly, and the line now taken over by the 10th Worcestershire ran through Green Wood. Two 
companies held posts in the wood: further back the other two companies were entrenched in Rose 
Wood and in Godezune Farm. The companies reached their positions amid heavy firing caused by 
an unsuccessful attack further to the right against Junction Buildings; and then held the line 
during three uncomfortable days. 


(a) 2/Lieut. Lucovitch was wounded but refused to leave his men and remained in command of the post for two days. 
In the subsequent attack on ‘‘ Tool Farm " he was severely wounded but refused to have his wounds dressed 
until all his wounded men had been attended to. 2/Lieut. Lucovitch was a Polish gentleman, serving 
voluntarily with the British Army, and his gallantry aroused general admiration. He was awarded the M.C, 

b) July Lith—2Ist. 

i ieee N.C.O's. and men. Woundcd—4 officers (Capt. G. Gass, 2/Lt. C. V. Haig-Bovey, 2/Lt. C. T. Dellow, 
2/Lt. H. J. Luckman) and 36 other ranks, On July 13th a working party was shelled, 4 being killed and 
2/Lt. Lucovitch and 11 men wounded. 
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The date fixed for the great offensive was close at hand and the British artillery was steadily 
bombarding the enemy’s trenches. In retaliation the German guns were pounding the British 
positions. A great weight of artillery had been collected around the Salient, and there was little 
possibility of rest for the harassed soldiers in the front line. The great shells came smashing down at 
all hours of the day and night, and there were many casualties. 

Relief was expected after the third day, but orders came that, owing to the postponement of 
the offensive, another three days must be endured. So the Battalion held on, while the shell-fire 
grew heavier, making the strain on all ranks very severe. 

At last the Battalion was relieved (a) and moved back to huts near Kemmel having lost 
nearly fifty killed or wounded (6) from shell-fire alone. 


THE CONCENTRATION AT YPRES. 


The capture of the Messines Ridge cleared the way for the projected offensive at Ypres, and 
the final preparations for the new attack were taken in hand. 

Northward into the Salient poured the main strength of the British Armics in France ; great 
guns, stores of all kinds, and over a hundred marching battalions—Guards, Highlanders, Welshmen, 
and the best of the stubborn old regiments of the English Line ; one after another all the Battalions 
of the Regiment came in succession up into the Sahent. 


The Ist Battalion led the way. On the Ist of June the Battalion had commenced its move 
northward from the Somme area. The journey was broken at Godewaersvelde, whence on June 2nd 
the 8th Division marched to billets near Merris in readiness to support the attack at Messines. For 
a week the companies lay billetted, listening on June 7th to the thunder of the battle in 
front at Messines ; but the completeness of that victory rendered reinforcement unnecessary, and 
on June 11th the journey north was resumed. The 24th Brigade marched to Caestre and the Ist 
Worcestershire found billets nearby at Hazewinde. Next day (c) the Brigade marched onward 
and that night the Worcestershire slept at a camping ground north of Reninghelst, in crowded 
bivouacs under pouring rain. The 8th Division had now joined the IInd Corps, commanded by 
Lieut.-General Sir Claud Jacob. 

As a preliminary to taking over the line two battalions of the Brigade were ordered forward 
to Ypres. On June 13th the Worcestershire marched forward independently into the ruined 
city, where the companies found good quarters in the old barracks. 

Next night the Ist Worcestershire went up to the front line. After dark the platoons marched 
forward in succession through the Menin Gate and along the Menin Road to “ Hell-fire Corner,” 
and then by covered ways to the front trenches astride the road at Hooge. The line taken over by 
the Battalion (@) included the trenches in Sanctuary Wood immediately south of the road—trenches 
which the 3rd Battalion had known well in 1915, 

The Ist Worcestershire held those trenches for four days under constant bombardment : for the 
obvious preparations for the offensive had roused the German artillery to continuous action (é). 
Then the Battalion was relieved (f) and marched back through Ypres to Vancouver Camp, 
south of Vlamertinghe. There the companies were employed on working parties until June 28th, 
when the 24th Brigade again went into the line and the Ist Worcestershire, temporarily in reserve, 
marched to quarters in Ypres. Headquarters were billetted at the Lille Gate and the companies 
were separated in various billets in the ruined city. The enemy bombarded the city without a break. 
Twelve of the Battalion were killed or wounded by shell-fire within a week, and when on the night 
of July 5th the Worcestershire marched out of the city westwards to camp near Vlamertinghe the 
Movement unfortunately coincided with a heavy “ strafe.”’ Over forty of the Worcestershire were 
killed or wounded (g) before the companies were clear of the city: the casualtics included one officer 
killed and the Regimental-Sergeant-Major (h) wounded. 


The 4th Battalion was the next to arrive in the Salient. Coming up by train from Doullens 
the Battalion (i) detrained at Hopoutre Siding on the evening of June 27th, and marched to camp 
near Proven. Thence, next day, a move was made forward to a bivouac camp in thick woods near 


(a) Night 29th/30th July. (6) 11 killed, 35 wounded—the latter including 2/Lt. F. Cox (on June 24th) 

(c) Those dates are as given in the Brigade diary. The Battalion diary puts those moves a day later. 

(d) From the 2nd R. Scots Fusiliers. (e) Casualties 1/Worcestershire June 14th—18th :—3 killed, 12 wounded. 

(f) By the 2nd Scottish Rifles. (g) Of the rank and file 8 were killed, and 38 were wounded. 

(h) 2/Lt. F. C. Kent and R.S.M. G. Grover M.C. 

(t) Temporarily commanded by Captain A. E. Stokes-Roberts since the Arras battles with Captain R. C. Wynter as 
A/Adjt. 
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De Wippe Cabaret : a camp which was flooded out on the following night by torrential rain. Officers 
and men alike were soaked through, and in pity the Divisional Siatf, who visited the camp next 
morning, shifted the Battalion to a hutment camp further east. Tiere Lieut.-Colonel C. S. Linton, 
D.S.O., M.C. (a) came to take over command. A fine all-round soldier, with a strong character 
and the utmost consideration for his men, he was to prove a splendid Commanding Officer. During 
his brief tenure of command he raised the Battalion to the highest pitch of efficiency. 


Next the 3rd Battalion came up into the Salient. After the battle of Messines the 25th 
Division had moved into the back areas to rest and train. Four days marching had taken the 3rd 
Worcestershire back from the line, by Swartenbrouck, St. Venant and Westrehem, to Coyecque. 
There the Battalion settled down to a short period of training, and there the Worcestershire were 
visited by the IInd Corps Cominander, Lieut. General Sir Claud Jacob, who welcomed them back 
to his Corps. 

The 8th Division were already in the IInd Corps. That Division and the 25th Division were 
now to be worked and rested alternately. So it came about that in the next few weeks the Ist 
and the 3rd Battalions of the Regiment saw much of each other. 

On July 6th training came to an end, and the 3rd Worcestershire moved by bus to Steenbecque 
and then, next day, to Poperinghe ; whence the Battalion marched to Halifax Camp (8). 

The 8th and 25th Divisions were now exchanging réles. The busses carried the Ist Worcester- 
shire westwards to billets in the training area at Cuhem, while the 3rd Worcestershire marched 
eastward on July 8th to Ypres and took over the billets by the Lille Gate. 

Thence on the next evening (July 9th) the 3rd Worcestershire filed forward up the Menin Road 
and took over (c) the trenches at Hooge, astride the Road, which the Ist Battalion had held three 
wecks before. Those trenches were in process of transformation for the forthccining attack. Sally- 
ports were being cut and assembly trenches dug ; and on these tasks the companies laboured under 
constant shell-fire. In four days 24 of the Battalion were killed or wounded (4). 

The 3rd Worcestershire held the line alternately with the 8th Loyal North Lancashire (e) 
until July 23rd. Then the 8th and 25th Divisions changed over, the 2nd Northamptonshire took 
over the trenches on the Menin Road, and the 3rd Worcestershire marched back through Ypres to 
Halifax Camp ; which had been vacated that very morning by the Ist Battalion. 


The Ist Worcestershire, after ten days of training at Cuhem, had been brought back by bus 
to Reninghelst. On July 23rd the Battalion moved up with the rest of the 24th Brigade and took 
over the billets at the Lille Gate. There two unpleasant days and nights were spent under an 
intermittent bombardment by gas shells which inflicted a few casualties (f). 


On July 7th the 4th Battalion moved forward to the line, and took over trenches north of 
Ypres ; with two companies in front line and two in support on the further bank of the Yser Canal. 
That waterway presented a strange appearance. In the high embankment on either side of the 
canal a long strect of dugouts had been burrowed: a street which stretched unbroken for two 
miles northwards from Ypres; dugouts of every sort and size, generals’ Headquarters, Y.M.C.A. 
canteens, bomb stores, dressing stations, and shelters for the troops, all cheek by jowl, with one 
narrow boarded path sheltered by the embankment running past their doors. Into that crowded 
street the enemy’s shells plunged intermittently, often doing damage ; for there was scarcely a 
single dugout proof against the ‘5.9’s.”. The Adjutant of the Battalion, Capt. R. C. Wynter, was 
gassed while endeavouring to rescue the inmates of a dugout wrecked by a big shell. E 

On the night of July 8th/9th, the enciny attempted to raid the trenches of the Battalion. At 
about 1 a.m. the German artillery put down a very heavy barrage and a raiding party advanced. 
But the barrage had not damaged the front line and the Worcestershire lads beat off the attack by 
rapid fire. A wounded German who fell outside our trenches was brought in (g). The casualties 
of the 4th Worcestershire were 17 wounded. Two days later the Battalion was relieved and moved 
back to camp near Elverdinghe (A). 


(a) Colonel Linton had been Adjutant of the Battalion 1911-1914. He had been on the staff of the Canadian Corps 
after recovering from his wound at Neuve Chapelle (page 60). 

(b) Next door to Winnipeg Camp where the Ist Worcestershire had been in bivouac; but before they reached 
camp the Ist Battalion had embussed and had commenced their journey to the back areas. 

(c) From the 2nd R. Berkshire. (d) 1 killed, 23 wounded, 

(e) 8th L. North Lancs. in front line July 15th—19th. Luring this time the 3rd Worcestershire were in the billets at 
the Lille Gate. 

(f) July 24th 1 killed, 1 wounded. (g) A Saxon of the 100th Regiment. 

(4) * L” Camp, in woud south-east of Elverdinghe. 
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Subsequently (July 13th) the Battalion moved back (a) to camp in the woods near Proven, 
where the Battalion remained resting and training until July z6th. Then a forward move was made 
to “ Caribou Camp” near Elverdinghe where the 4th Worcestershire remained until the eve of 
the battle. 


On July 23rd (b) the Territorial Battalions of the 48th (Suuth Midland) Division came up 
by train into the Sahent, after their training on the Somme. Both Battalions were billetted in 
Poperinghe. Their Division formed the reserve to the XVIIIth Corps. 


By that date the Salient was crowded with troops and guns. The secrecy maintained by the 
censors prevented any detailed knowledge of dispositions reaching the troops ; but the proximity 
of the five Worcestershire battalions was soon discovered, and they saw a good deal of each other. 
The 1/8th Battalion played the 4th Battalion at football (c), the Sergeants of the Ist and the 3rd 
Battalions arranged a meeting, and officers from all five Battalions met at a memorable dinner in 
Poperinghe. 


Then the final dispositions for the great battle were completed. Along the front of the 
Ypres Salient the British Fifth Army would deliver the main attack. On the right flank the British 
Second Army, and on the left flank the French XXth Corps, would prolong the front of attack. 

The Fifth Army comprised four Army Corps. On the northern flank, the XIVth Corps 
contained the 29th Division, including the 4th Worcestershire. Next stood the XVIIIth Corps, 
with the 48th (South Midland) Division including the Worcestershire Territorial Battalions. Then 
came the XIXth Corps, and on their right Sir Claud Jacob's IInd Corps, in which were included 
both the 8th and 25th Divisions, the Ist and the 8rd Battalions of the Regiment. 

Further to the right the IXth Corps of the Second Army included the 10th Worcestershire in 
the 19th Division. 

Of these several Battalions only the Ist Worcestershire, in the 8th Division, was to be in the 
front line of the attack. The other Divisions which contained Battalions of the Regiment—the 29th, 
48th, 25th, and 19th—were all at first held back in reserve. 


The great attack, which had at first been fixed for July 25th, was postponed until the 27th ; 
then it was again postponed until the 3lst ; it could not be foreseen how unfortunate that postpone- 
ment would prove ; for the forthcoming change in the weather could not have been anticipated. 


On July 26th the Ist Worcestershire moved forward from their billets in Ypres to dugouts 
at “ Halfway House.’” Thence on the next evening the Battalion moved up along the Menin Road 
to the line, and took over the trenches immediately south of the Road at Hooge. 

The British artillery had steadily increased their fire during the weeks preceding the attack, 
and in face of that fire the German front-line trenches had been almost evacuated. Patrols sent out 
by the Ist Worcestershire on the next two nights reported very few of the enemy in the trenches 
in front. 


THE BATTLES OF YPRES 1917 (d). 


During the night of July 30th/31st the whole Ypres Salient was crowded with troops filing 
forward into their assembly positions. The companies of the Ist Worcestershire got out of their 
trenches and formed up behind them in attack formation. The 2nd Northamptonshire came up 
from support and took over the left hand sector of the Brigade front, astride the Menin Road. The 
attack was to be made north-eastward, slantwise across the Road towards Westhoek. 

Behind them, the 3rd Worcestershire marched forward that night from their camp beyond 
Reninghelst (e) to bivouac in reserve near Belgian Chateau, west of Ypres. 


(2) Two companies, left to provide working parties, followed next day. 

(6) 1/7th Worcestershire entrained Saulty Labret 9 p.m. 22nd. Detrained Poperinghe 10 p.m, 22nd. 1/8th Worcester- 
shire entrained Saulty Labret 9 p.m. 22nd. Detrained Poperinghe 5 a.m. 23rd. 

(c) About that time the 1,7th Battalion won the 48th Division football cup. The final was played at Poperinghe on 
July 25th. During the match several long-range heavy shells passed over the ground and burst among the 
adjoining houses. 

(@) This is the official title for the whole series of battles from July 3lst till November 10th. The first phase—July 
3lst—August 2nd—is officially termed the “ Battle of Pilckem Ridge.” 

(¢) Near Hoograaf Cabaret. The 3rd Worcestershire had moved to that bivouac from “‘ Halifax Camp "’ on Lecember 
24th. 
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During the night of July 30th/31st the British guns redoubled their fire, and as the first light of 
dawn broke the sky (a) the gun-fire rose to intensity and along the whole front of the Salient the 
British infantry went “ over the top.” The great attack had begun. 

Following close behind the creeping barrage, ‘‘ C’” and ‘‘ D ” Companies of the Ist Worcester- 
shire swept forward over the enemy’s front and support lines. Little opposition was met. The 
organisation of the attack had been careful, and “ mopping up ”’ parties dealt with the enemy dugouts 
in quick succession. The existence of a tunncl under the road, behind the enemy’s lines, had long 
been known, and it had been anticipated that it would give much trouble ; but in the event it was 
captured easily enough, and forty cowering prisoners were extracted. 

The ground over which the platoons advanced was a wilderness of shell-holes, and inter- 
mittent rain during the previous days had begun to soak the soil. At the German support trench (6) 
the two leading companies called a halt and started to dig in, while “ A’’ and “ B” Companies, 
hitherto in second line, passed through, advanced through the tree stumps of Chateau Wood and 
captured James Trench. Then came the first definite opposition, a hail of machine-gun fire, and 
a heavy barrage of shells from the enemy guns. Fortunately the German shells fell upon Chateau 
Wood, behind the advancing companies; but the machine-guns were a serious problem, The 
objective of the two companies was a small spur which projects southward from the Bellewaerde 
Ridge. On the spur were several concrete block-houses. Several had been smashed by our shells, 
but one was still intact. From that cover the enemy used a machine-gun with great effect, and the 
advance was checked. 

Lieutenant E. C. Barton led forward a small party, Sergeant W. Moore and nine men. 
Working their way from shell-hole to shell-hole they advanced some five hundred yards under heavy 
fire, closed in on the block-house and rushed it, killing or capturing all its garrison (c). 

Further along the line the advance was held up by a light machine-gun firing from a shell-hole. 
Two Lewis-gunners, Lance-Corporal C. Richards and Private S. Fudger, brought their weapon into 
action. The German machine-gun ceased fire, but reopened as soon as the advance was resumed. 
The two Lewis-gunners: promptly attacked. The Lance-Corporal shot down the German gun-team 
with his revolver and captured the machine-gun (d). 

Those brave deeds enabled the advance to continue. The attacking platoons breasted the 
slope, crossed the sky line, and dug in on their objective, the forward crest of the spur, facing the 
Westhoek Ridge. 

On the left the 2nd Northamptonshire had stormed the ruins of Hooge and Bellewaerde Farm 
and had gained the highest ground of the Belléewaerde Ridge. The first phase of the attack had been 
triumphantly accomplished (e). 


Then, according to the plan, the two supporting battalions of the 24th Brigade were to come 
through and take the next objective. Tanks were to assist in that second phase, and soon the tanks 
were seen approaching, lumbering forward over the captured trenches; but the boggy ground 
rendered their movements slow and clumsy, most of them were ‘‘ ditched ” or broke down, and the 
only one which came past the Battalion was hit and destroyed by shell-fire. 

The enemy’s gun-fire increased. Under a rain of bursting shells the 2nd East Lancashire 
advanced through the lines of the Ist Worcestershire and pressed on to attack Westhoek. The 
fire was too fierce to permit of final success, and presently the East Lancashire, after losing 
heavily, were forced to halt and dig in short of their objective. 

The reserve of the 8th Division, the 25th Brigade, came up in their tum. The 2nd 
Lincolns passed forward through the lines of the Worcestershire, but the enemy’s resistance had 
stiffened, and the Lincolns suffered severely during their advance from machine-guns in Glencorse 
Wood. Eventually the Lincolns and East Lancashire consolidated a line which ran in a shallow 
semi-circle facing Westhoek. 

On the right flank the position was exceedingly dangerous. The 30th Division had not 
succeeded in advancing beyond “ Stirling Castle’ and from the high ground about ‘ Glencorse 
Wood,” several machine-guns were firing. Those machine-guns could take the 8th Division front 
in enfilade, and counter-attacks were also threatened. To protect the right flank Colonel Davidge 
led forward two companics of the lst Worcestershire. He formed them as a defensive flank facing 
Inverness Copse, with the object of linking the line of the 8th Division with that of the 30th 
Division at Stirling Castle (f). 


(a) 3.50a.m. (8) “ Ignorance Support.’ (¢) Lieut. Barton was awarded the M.C. Sergt Moore was awarded the D.C.M. 
(a) L/Cpl. Richards and Pte. Fudger were awarded the D.C.M. 
(e) Further to the left the attack of the 23rd Brigade had been equally successful. That Brigade was commanded 
with conspicuous gallantry by Colonel Grogan, the former Commanding Officer of the lst Worcestershire. 
His Brigade-Major, Captain F. C. Roberts of the Regiment, was awarded the M.C. for daring personal 
reconnaissances made during the day under heavy fire. During that same day, Major H. St. J. Jefferies of 
the Regiment, commanding another battalion of the 8th Division, the Ist W. Yorks, also gained the D.S.O. 
(f) For his brilliant leadership on that occasion Colonel Davidge was awarded the D.S.O, His Adjutant, 2/Lt. W.C. 
Stevens, was awarded the M.C. 
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July—Aug. 1917 BATTLE IN RAIN AND MUD. 


Intense gun-fire continued throughout the day. The morning had been dull and cloudy. 
Towards the evening heavy rain came on and continued into the night, obscuring the view and soaking 
both the troops and the ground beneath them, Casualties were counted—well over 200, including 
9 officers (2). The Battalion had captured 70 prisoners as well as a machine-gun. 


That night and the following day were miserable. Under pouring rain the officers and men 
of the Ist Worcestershire held firm on the ground they had won, digging in as best they could, while 
the enemy’s fire swept the ridge. Late in the day word came of relict, and presently the relieving 
Battalion came splashing their way up through the mud ; and proved to be none other than the 3rd 
Battalion of the Regiment. The rehef took some time, but eventually the Ist Battalion got clear 
and marched back down the Menin Road, while the 3rd Battalion settled down to take their places, 


The 3rd Battalion, as we have already told, had moved forward to ‘“‘ Half-way House” on 
the night before the battle. There the Battalion had remained, until orders had cume to relieve the 
8th Division on the Ridge. The Battalion was now tu experience a trial equal almost to any other 
initscareer. From the evening of August Ist to that of August 5th the 3rd Worcestershire remained 
in position. During nearly all of that time heavy rain fell continuously and the ercmy’s shell-fire 
was equally continuous. At night the front of the ridge was plastered with gas-shells of a new type 
which caused many casualties. The removal of the wounded was most difficult through the deep 
slime into which the sodden clay was fast being converted. 

The worst trials were those of ‘“D" Company on the defensive flank facing towards the 
Menin Road. That position was shelled very heavily, and the company lost half its strength in killed 
and wounded. But the survivors held firm, cheered by the gallantry of 2nd Lieutenant A. Brewer, 
who showed great bravery and coolness and inspired all with his own spirit (b). The other companies 
behaved equally well, but their casualties were almost as severe. When at last, after dark on August 
5th, the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved, nearly one-fourth of the Battalion had been put out of 
action (c). After relief (d) the 3rd Worcestershire moved back down the Menin Road and through 
Ypres to Halifax Camp. 


Meanwhile, further south, the 10th Worcestershire had come into action. The 57th Brigade 
had been in reserve during the opening of the great attack on July 31st, and not until August 2nd 
did orders come that the Brigade would relieve in the line the troops who had been engaged. The 
relief took place on the night of August 3rd/4th. Marching forward in darkness through heavy 
rain the 10th Worcestershire took over the new front line from intermixed troops of the 56th Brigade. 
The fighting on July 3lst and the two following days had not gained very much ground. “ Green 
Wood" had been cleared, and a line had been established on that wood’s eastern side. Further 
north, Hollebeke Village was in our hands, and to the southward a proportionate advance had been 
made ; but no real tactical victory had been gained and the new line was infinitely worse than that 
previously held, so far as the troops were concerned. Rain and shell-fire had prevented any proper 
entrenchment, and the troops in the front line were huddled in water-lugged shell-holes. 

The two front-line companies of the Battalion took over a line covering the eastern edge of 
Green Wood, with the left flank post established in the ruins of Gym Farm. Behind them one 
company held Green Wood and another Rose Wood, while Battalion Headquarters were established 
at Denys Wood in rear. 

For two miserable days and nights the 10th Worcestershire held those positions, fortunately 
without great loss (e). At dawn on August 5th heavy firing was caused by a German attack to the 
left which temporarily retook Hollebeke and Ferret Farm; but those points were retaken later 
in the day by a British counter-attack, and the fighting thereafter died down. That evening the 
Battalion was relieved and moved back into support trenches on the higher ground behind Denys 

Yood. 

On August 8th came welcome news that the 19th Division was to be relieved and taken back 
for training. That evening troops of the 37th Division took over the line and the 10th Worcestershire 
marched back to ‘“‘ Corunna Camp” near Westoutre. On August 11th the Worcestershire marched 
to Bailleul, entrained there and were carried westwards to Wizernes. The Battalion marched to 
billets at Nielles-lez-Blequin. In that neighbourhood (f) training was carried out until the end of the 
month. 


{a) Killed 4 officers (Capt. F. J. O'Brien, 2/Lt. E. S. Collins, 2/Lt. H. C. Stephens, 2/Lt. R. A. Budden) and 22 other 
ranks. Wounded 5 officers (Lt. E. C. Barton, 2/Lts. R. A. Hart, G. N. Perham, G. B. Harrison and T. Comoys) 
and 157 other ranks. Missing 49. (bd) 2/Lt. Brewer was awarded the M.C. 

(c) 22 killed, 3 officers (2/Lts. E. Dodd, A. W. Vint, G. P. Brettell) and 103 N.C.O’s. and men wounded. 

(4) By the 13th Cheshire. 

(¢) Casualties August 3rd—6th. Killed 3. Wounded, 2 officers (Capt. B. M. Niblett and 2/Lt. H. M. Hales), 

(f) On August 22nd a move was made to billets at Escouelles and Surques. 
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The rest of the 3rd Worcestershire at Halifax Camp was brief. On August 9th came orders 
for the line, and the Battalion again tramped forward up the Menin Road for a fresh attack. 

The failure on the first day to capture the Westhoek Ridge and Glencorse Wood had resulted 
in a terrible casualty roll in the battalions on the Bellewaerde Ridge and in the valley beyond, 
exposed as they were to the direct observation of the enemy machine-gunners in those strongholds. 
To safeguard the position it was essential that those points should be taken. Plans had been made 
for a local attack with that object by two Divisions, the 18th Division against Glencorse Wood, 
and the 25th Division against Westhoek. 

The attack of the 25th Division was to be made by the 74th Brigade, with the 7th Brigade in 
close support. After dark on August 9th the 3rd Worcestershire moved into the support trenches 
on the Bellewaarde Ridge, the trenches which they had held a week before. An hour before the 
attack was due to start, ““ A’’ and“ C’’ companies werc ordered forward to take position close behind 
the right battalion of the attacking Brigade, the 13th Cheshire. ‘ 


THE CAPTURE OF WESTHOEK. 


At dawn (a) on August 10th the British artillery opened fire simultaneously with one 
tremendous crash, and the assaulting battalions charged forward as swiftly as was possible in the 
heavy mud. They just avoided the reply of the enemy’s artillery, which in three or four minutes 
struck all along the line of the British front trenches. The two companies of the Worcestershire 
lying in close support suffered more severely than did the attacking troops who, taking the enemy 
by surprise, fought their way forward up Westhoek Ridge, topped the crest-line and pushed down the 
further slope. There the advance was checked. The reverse slope of the Ridge sheltered scveral 
concrete block-houses, still undamaged. The 13th Cheshire were held up and sent back messages 
for help. 

“A” and “C”’ Companies of the 3rd Worcestershire were ordered forward. 2nd Lieut. 
A. W. Vint led “‘.A’’ Company up and over the Ridge. By the time he reached the forward platoons 
of the Cheshire the protecting barrage had lifted and the enemy’s machine-guns were sweeping the 
bare ground. He organised an attack and led his men forward, working from shell-hole to shell-hole 
across several hundred yards of bare ground till he could close on the block-housé, which was captured 
by a bold rush (6). Within half-an-hour from the start the objective of the attack had been gained 
and the victorious troops were endeavouring to establish defensive posts along the swampy valley 
of the Hannebeek. Orders were sent back for ‘‘ B’”’ and “‘ D’’ Companies of the 3rd Worcestershire 
to move up to the old front line below the Westhock Ridge. 

Then, as had been anticipated, began the severest trial. From north, east and south the 
enemy’s shells came tearing to burst along the captured ridge: worse still, on the right flank the 
18th Division after a hard struggle in Glencorse Wood had been driven back to that wood’s western 
edge, thus exposing the right flank of the 13th Cheshire. Soon they were taken in enfilade by machine- 
guns from the wood on the slope above them. By 11 o'clock all the senior officers of the Cheshire 
battalion had been hit and, at the request of their wounded C.O., Lt.-Colonel P. R. Whalley, com- 
manding the 3rd Worcestershire, went forward, and took command. 

By that time enemy counter-attacks were beginning. Bodies of the enemy could be seen 
struggling forward through the swamps of the Hannebeek. Again and again they came on, but 
they were easily shot down by the British fire. 

All counter-attacks were repulsed, though the fire from the machine-guns still swept the 
ground from the right flank. Throughout the day, Colonel Whalley commanded both battalions, 
inspiring all with his courage and determination (c). 

Darkness closed down. The 3rd Worcestershire reassembled west of the Ridge and reckoned 
their losses—some fifty in all, including three officers (d) : marvellously light considering the intensity 
of the fire. k 

Next day (August 11th) the defence of the captured ridge was continued. Lewis-gun teams 
of the Regiment went forward over the Ridge to assist the 13th Cheshire. Word came to send help 
to the right flank against an enemy counter-attack. All movement was perilous under the hail of 
shells, but Sergeant G. H. Tucker bravely led his men forward through the fire to the threatened 
flank. There he established his Lewis-guns in positions from which their fire checked the. enemy "S 
movement (e). 


(a) 4.25 a.m. 
(6) 2/Lt. Vint was awarded the M.C. In that advance Pte. D. Godson led a J-ewis-gun team forward with great bravery : 


he was awarded the D.C.M. (c) Lt.-Colonel Whalley was awarded the D.S.O. 
(@) Killed, one officer (Lt. C. Greenhill, M.C.) and 10 men. Wounded two officers (2/Lt. T. H. Randle (afterwards died 
of wounds) and 2/Lt. H. S. Kemp) and 41 other ranks. (e) Sergt. Tucker was awarded the D.C.M. 
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Two great losses befell the Battalion during that morning, which deeply affected all ranks ; 
the Rev. E. M. Evans, M.C. who had been attached to the Battalion as Chaplain for more than two 
years was killed, and the not less devoted Medical Officer, Captain H. D. Willis, was mortally 
wounded. At last on the following night the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved and withdrawn to a 
position in reserve. In the two days of fighting the Battalion had lost a third of its battle strength(a). 

On the next day (August 12th) the 3rd Worcestershire moved back through Ypres to Vlamer- 
tinghe and thence by bus to Steenvoorde to rest. At Steenvoorde were found the Ist Battalion, 
who had been resting and reorganising during the previous week. 


After their relicf on the Bellewaerde Ridge the Ist Worcestershire had marched through 
Ypres to Devonshire Camp (near Halifax Camp) and thence, after an issue of dry clothes and a 
night's rest, had moved to Steenvoorde on August 3rd. Now they were due for the line again, and 
on August 14th, after a cheery farewell from the 3rd Battalion, the Ist Battalion marched off, for- 
ward to Halifax Camp. Two companies were sent on ahead in lorries to lay duck-board tracks in 
the battle-area (6). The remainder of the Battalion spent a night at Halifax Camp and then marched 
on into Ypres, in preparation for the next battle. 


The great attack on July 3lst had only been partially successful. The first system of German 
trenches had indeed been overrun, but the encmy’s supporting defences, aided by the heavy rain, 
had held up the attack. Now a fresh attack was to be made all along the front of the Salient. That 
new attack was to be delivered for the mcst part by Divisions hitherto in reserve, except on the 
front of the IInd Corps where the heavy fighting around Westhock had already necessitated a 
complete change-over of the Divisions undcr Sir Claud Jacob’s command. 

On the northern flank of the British front, side by side with the French XXth Corps, the 
attack on the XIVth Corps front was to be made by the 29th and 20th Divisions, the former including 
the 4th Battalion of the Regiment. On their right the XVIIIth Corps would attack with the 11th 
and 48th Divisions, thus bringing into action the two “ First-Line ” Battalions of the Worcestershire 
Territorials. Further still to the right the XIXth Corps attack would be delivered by the 36th 
and 16th Divisions, but behind them in reserve would be the 6lst Division, the ‘‘ Second-Line ” 
Territorials of Worcestershire and the other South Midland Counties. South of Ypres the IInd 
Corps would continue the front of attack, with the 8th Division, including the Ist Worcestershire, 
on its left front. 

Thus four Battalions of the Regiment, the Ist, 4th, 1/7th and 1/8th, were to be immediately 
engaged, while two more, the 2/7th and 2/8th, would be brought into action if the success should 
not prove complete. 


_ _ The concentration for the new attack began with the second week of August. The 4th 
Worcestershire moved on August 7th from camp in the woods near De Wippe Cabaret (c), forward 
to camp by Bedford Farim ; where final preparations were made. 


Further south the Territorial Battalions also were moving. On the first day of the offensive 
(July 31st) the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire had moved from Poperinghe to a camp two miles 
to the eastward. Then followed several shifts from camp to camp ending on August 15th with 
both Battalions in Reigersburg Camp on the Ypres-Briclen Road. 


On that same day, August 15th, the Second-Line Territorial Battalions also came forward 
into the Salient. At the end cf July the 61st Division had moved (d) up from the Hesdin area 
into reserve behind Cassel (é). 

_ , There beneath the Duke of York’s historic Hill(f) the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire continued 
training. It was an energetic training, closely supervised by Staff Officers of all grades up to the 


(a) Casualties July 11th—12 killed, 49 wounded. Total for the two days—116 including 3 officers. 

(b) Those two companies came under shell-fire next day and lost | killed and 3 wounded. 

(c) The Battalion had marched to that camp on August 6th from Crombeke. 

(@) Division moved July 25th/26th. 2/7th Worcestershire marched from Vieil Hesdin to Flers on July 24th, and 
thence on 26th to Petit Houvin. 2/8th Worcestershire marched from Linzeux by Flers to Petit Houvin on 
25th. Both Battalions entrained at Petit Houvin. 

(e) 2/7th Worcestershire detrained Esquelbecq July 25th, marched to billets at Zeggars Carel. 
2/8th Worcestershire detraincd Esquelbecq July 26th, marched to billets at Eringhem, 

(f) “ The Duke of York marched up a hill with thirty thousand men” etc. 
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Corps Commander, one of the most remarkable soldiers of the Army, who vividly impressed his 
personality on the Territorial officers by causing them to repeat after him in chorus a salutary maxim: 
“The natural corollary of delegation of authority is intelligent supervision.” 

On August 15th training ended and the 6Ist Division moved forward. The two Worcester- 
shire battalions entrained at Esquelbecq and were carried forward to Poperinghe. There they 
detrained and marched to camps east of that town. 


Sunset of August 15th was red and stormy ; andin its glow the 4th Worcestershire fell in at 
Bedford Farm and marched forward towards the front line. After darkness fell the march was 
very difficult. Beyond Elverdinghe the whole Battalion had to march in one long single file through 
heavy mud past the British heavy guns, which were firing continuously into the darkness. The 
Battalion filed across the causeways over the canal, and entered the wilderness of the battle-area ; 
the Pilckem Ridge conquered by the Guards Division on July 31st. 

So intense had been the fire of the British artillery that hardly one flat yard of ground remained. 
The shell-holes everywhere met or intersected each other, and all the shell-holes were full of slimy 
rainwater. Across that desolate morass the long file of laden men stumbled in the dark, guided 
only by a duck-board track laid during the previous days and already broken in many places by the 
enemy's shells. To leave the duckboard track was to be lost in the dark amid that wilderness of 
muddy pits. Several times halts had to be called to rescue men who had slipped and fallen. Colonel 
Linton personally led the Battalion followed by his headquarters staff. 

As the long file of men reached the crest of the Pilckem Ridge they met a heavy fire from the 
enemy’s guns. Through the darkness the great shells came crashing down, and their blaze dazzled 
the struggling troops. Several shells struck close to the duck-board track, causing casualties which 
further delayed the march (a). 

At length the head of the Battalion reached Signal Farm. Colonel Linton waited to see the 
companies pass to their positions of deployment. Three platoons struggled past. Then no more 
came. It became clear that the platoons behind had been confused by the shell-fire and had lost 
their way in the darkness. Not more than an hour remained before dawn, and unless the Battalion 
was there in position the attack must fail. The Adjutant went back and, aided by luck and an 
electric torch, succeeded eventually in finding all the missing platoons, the last of which struggled 
into position just ten minutes before the hour fixed for the attack. Even then many men had to be 
left sunk in the mud up to the waist or further, helpless under the enemy’s shell-fire. 


THE BATTLE OF LANGEMARCK, 1917. 


At 4.45 a.m., as the first light showed through grey mist, the British barrage came down 
upon the enemy’s front line beyond the Steenbeek, and the British battalions pushed forward to 
the attack. At first the 4th Worcestershire were in second line behind the Newfoundland Regiment. 
The struggling platoons crossed the stream behind the Newfoundlanders and advanced across 
the slightly rising ground which lies between the Steenbeck and the Broembeek, keeping direction 
by the embankinent of the Ypres-Staden Railway, which formed the boundary between the 29th 
Division and the 20th Division on their right. 

Just beyond the banks of the Steenbeek there occurred one loss much felt by the Battalion. 
Captain H. J. Paddison was shot dead while leading his company. His youth and his bravery (2) 
ma endeared him to all ranks. He was typical of the many gallant boys whose lives were the price 
of victory. 

At Cannes Farm the Newfoundlanders halted to dig in. The Worcestershire platoons passed 
through them and advanced towards the Broembeek. As that latter stream was neared the ground 
grew even worse, and it was through knee-decp mud that the 4th Worcestershire waded rather 
than marched to their objective, the line of German trenches just south of the stream. The trenches 
were taken without difficulty (c), and the work of entrenchment was at once commenced, under an 
intermittent fire from the enemy’s machine-guns beyond the stream and a continuous bombardment 


(a) Several of the Battalion hit during this approach march were lost to sight in the darkness and were later reported 
missing. Notably one subaltern, an excellent officer. Terribly wounded by a shell, he must have crawled 
dazed away from the duck-board track. Several days afterwards the trail he left was followed and he was 
found dead in a shell-hole. 

(6) Capt. Paddison was little more than 19 years old at his death. He had won the M.C. over a year before 
(page 194). 

(c) Pte. A. Decley attacked a German blockhouse single-handed and captured its garrison of 10 men. He was 
awarded the D.C.M. 
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Wh August 1917, THE BATTLE OF LANGEMARCK. 


from the enemy’s heavy artillery. The losses of the Battalion had been about a hundred killed 
and wounded including seven officers (a). 

Throughout the night of August 16th and until nightfall of the following day (August 17th) (6) 
the 4th Worcestershire held the ground they had won, steadily digging in and improving the position 
under an intermittent fire. No counter-attack was attempted by the enemy across the marshy 
Broembeek, but all around the thunder of battle continued. Beyond the railway embankment the 
20th Division had captured Langemarck, but on their right the 11th Division had found progress 
more difficult. Still further to the right the 48th (South Midland) Division had also made an 
attack. 


The attack of the South Midland Territorials had been delivered about two miles south of 
Langemarck, from the line of the Steenbeek near the little ruined village of St. Julien. The first 
attack was made by the 145th Brigade. The 144th Brigade was in reserve, and the 1/7th and 
1/8th Worcestershire passed the night before the battle at Reigersburg Camp. 

In the darkness before the dawn, the 1/7th Worcestershire assembled and moved forward 
across the Yser Canal. The Battalion tramped onwards to Kultur Farm, whence ‘‘ D’’ Company 
was sent on to support pesitions at ‘‘ Regina Cross’ and “ Alberta.’” That movement was still 
in progress when dawn broke and the battle began ; thenceforward the enemy’s shell-fire and the 
general confusion made everything very uncertain. 

The destined réle of the Battalion was to support the attack of the 145th Brigade in front, 
but definite news as to the progress of that attack was difficult to obtain. 

At 11 a.m. came orders for the 1/7th Worcestershire to assist the 145th Brigade on the further 
side of the Steenbeek. The Battalion advanced in “ artillery formation ’”’ up the slope. As the 
platoons crested the ridge they came under a very heavy fire of shells, both high-explosive and 
shrapnel. But the mud smothered many of the heavy shells, the open formation reduced the 
target and casualties were astonishingly light (c). ‘‘D”’ Ccinpany moved across the river, while 
the other companies occupied the Western bank. Bursts of machine-gun fire as the platoons filed 
across the stream showed that the enemy’s front-line posts had not vet been captured. 

In plain fact the attack of the 145th Brigade had failed. The enemy’s foremost defences 
opposing the 48th Division consisted of a chain of posts in strong concrete block-houses. Of those 
little forts the most important were the Maison du Hibou, Hillock Farm, Jew Hill and Border House. 
Further back were other supportir.g posts, Triangle Farm, Vancouver, Springfield and Winnepeg. 
Those posts, supporting each other by machine-gun fire, had effectively stopped the attack. In 
the 145th Brigade most of the leaders had fallen ; the remainder, scattered and disorganised by the 
intermixture of four successive waves, were crowded in the narrow stretch of low ground between 
the stream and the German posts. 

All day the fight swayed across the open, and by nightfall Border House and Jew Hill had been 
captured. Then came orders that a fresh attack on the strongest fort, the Maison du Hibou, was 
to be made by a company of the 1/7th Worcestershire. ‘‘ C’’ Company was selected, and advanced 
across the Steenbeck from Regina Cross. The attack was to be made without artillery support. 
Relying on the cover of the darkness “ C ’’ Company would rush the buildings, covered by fire from 
the Lewis-guns of ‘‘ D’’ Company. 

The bold plan failed. Gallantly led by Captain A. B. Montgomery, ‘“ C’’ Company charged 
the fort, but they were met with a hail of fire from front and flank. Captain Montgomery and 
Lieut. G. H. Haslewood fell at the head of their men, nearly all the leading wave were shot down (d), 
and the attack was stopped dead, while the fire of “ D’’ Company was smothered by the German 
machine-guns at Hillock Farm, The survivors of ‘‘C”’ Company dug in about 100 yards from the 
fort and there held on. 

Clearly the Maison du Hibou could not be taken without artillery support. Presently came 
orders that a fresh attack would be made after midnight, this time behind a barrage. For the 
new attack ‘“‘ B”’ Company, commanded by Captain W. N.S. Brown, was ordered up to replace “C” 
Company. In the darkness and under heavy fire the two companics exchanged positions. Final 
arrangements were completed and “ B”’ Company made ready to attack. 


(a) Casualties 4th Worcestershire, August 16th—17th. Killed 4 officers (Captain H. J. Paddison, 2/Lt. R. T. Bowden, 
2/Lt. V. R. Wordingham, 2/Lt.C.C.U. Newcombe). Wounded 3 officers (Captain H. Fitz M. Stacke (Adjt.), 
2/Lt. P. J. Bonfield, 2/Lt. N. M. Goodman). The attached Medical Officer, Lt. B. M. Vance, U.S. Army Medical 
Service, was also wounded. He was one of a number of U.S, Medical Officers attached to British units, and 
was one of the first U.S. officers to be wounded in the War. Other ranks, killed and wounded, 113 (detailed 
figures not available). 

(6) After dark on August 17th the 4th Worcestershire were relieved by the Ist R. Dublin Fusiliers. 

(c) Not more than about 15 all told during that advance. 

(@) Losses of ‘‘C ’ Company in this attack, besides the two officers, were 7 killed, 37 wounded, 12 missing. Captain 
Montgomery was a New Zealander and an excellent officer. He died of his wounds next day. 
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At 2.30 a.m. August 17th the British guns opened fire, and ‘‘B’’ Company attacked. Aided 
by the shell-fire, they actually reached the buildings and fought their way in (a) ; but at once the 
enemy brought up fresh men. A fierce fight with bombs in the darkness went on round the fort, 
but eventually after Captain Brown and many of his men had been hit (b) the survivors were com- 
pelled to fall back (c). 


By that time it was clear that the Maison du Hibou was a formidable defensive work 
and that the enemy were determined to hold it; but it was equally clear that the fort must be 
taken. Until it was captured the position of our foremost troops, cramped into some three 
hundred yards of low ground with the stream at their back, would be very dangerous. Pre- 
parations were made for a renewed attack. 

No action was taken during daylight of August 17th: both sides remained motionless 
throughout the day amid continuous gun-fire. After dark the 1/8th Worcestershire were brought 
up from reserve to relieve the sister Battalion. The relief was practically complete by midnight, 
“an extraordinarily good relief,” recorded the 1/7th Worcestershire, “ taking into consideration 
the amount of hostile shelling.” No words could have borne better testimony to the good feeling 
between the two Battalions (d). 


Further to the right, the ‘“ Second-Line” Territorial battalions were then coming into the 
battle. On the right of the 48th Division the 36th (Ulster) Division had successfully over-run the 
enemy’s front system of defence, and had gained the line of the Steenbeek frcm ‘‘ Border House ” 
southward to ‘““ Pommern Redoubt.’ But that effort had exhausted the 36th Division, and the 
6lst Division was now brought up in relief. The 183rd Brigade (e) was ordered forward to take 
over the captured line, and on the evening of August 17th the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire came 
under fire. The Territorial battalions moved up by stages, first to support positions and then 
right up to the front line. Shortly after midnight the relief was complete. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire took over the right of the Brigade line, with headquarters at “Uhlan 
Farm ” and front extending from ‘“‘ Pommern Castle” to “ Spree Farm”; while behind them the 
2/7th Worcestershire occupied the old front-line trenches, with headquarters at ‘‘ Warwick Farm.” 
The fighting had died down, and, save for intermittent shell-fire which caused scme few casualties, 
nothing of importance happened for several days. 


The Ist Battalion of the Regiment also had borne a part in the battle. The 8th Division 
had been ordered to attack from the captured Westhoek Ridge across the valley of the Hannebeek 
against the ‘“‘ Anzac” Ridge, which runs north from Polygon Wood to where the Hannebeek joins 
the Steenbeek east of Frezenberg. That attack was to be made by the 23rd and 25th Brigades. The 
24th Brigade was in rescrve, and thus the Ist Worcestershire spent the morning of August 16th at 
their billets in the Esplanade at Ypres, listening to the thunder of battle in front and awaiting the 
order to advance. 

That order came soon after midday, and the Battalion marched off up the Menin Road to 
the old front line at Birr Cross-Roads. There a long halt was made while streams of wounded came 
past. Presently came definite news. The battle in front was not going well. The first onslaught 
had been successful and the defences of the ‘‘ Anzac” Ridge had been carried; but a sharp fire 
from the woods on the right had enfiladed the captured position and strong counter-attacks had 
forced the attackers back into the valley. The enemy were pressing their advantage, and help 
was needed. 

So (f) the Ist Worcestershire were placed under the orders of the 28rd Brigade and moved 
off through Railway Wood and along the northern slope of the Bellewaarde Ridge to a position in 
support just behind the crest of the northern end of the Westhock Ridge. The 23rd Brigade in 
front were holding the forward slope, and there was much heavy firing. Shells struck everywhere 


across the desolate battle-ficld, but no fresh counter-attack developed, and with the daylight the 
firing died down. 


(a) The attack was most gallantly led by 2/Lieut. H. B. Bate, who was severcly wounded. He was awarded the M.C. 

{b) Losses of “‘ B’’ Company were 3 killed and 12 missing, besides 2 officers (Capt. W. N. S. Brown and 2/Lt. H. B. 
Bate) and 28 men wounded. 

(c) Captain A.O. Lloyd shewed great bravery during this operation in reconnoitring the enemy’s positions under heavy 
fire. He was awarded r to his M.C. Other awards included a bar to the M.M. of L/Cpl. A. Breeze, and the 
M.M. to Pte. G. T. Bell, Pte. . Kelly and Pte. T. Smith, 

(d) Total casualties 1:7th Worcestershire 16th/17th August—Killed 2 officers and 21 men. Wounded 6 officers and 
1183 men, Missing 12. 

(e) On the morning of August 16th the 183rd Brigade had marched forward from the Poperinghe area to camp at 
Goldfish Chateau West of Ypres. (f) At 5 p.m. 
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All next day (August 17th) the Battalion remained in waiting, suffering a few casualties 
from the enemy’s intermittent fire. That evening the Worcestershire moved forward over the 
crest of the Westhoek Ridge and relieved the 2nd Scottish Rifles on the forward slope. The left 
flank of the Battalion rested on the railway embankment and the front ran thence to the right along 
a sunken road. In front was the little tarm of ‘‘ Sans-Souci’’ and the swampy valley of the 
Hannebeek ; beyond rose the ‘‘ Anzac Ridge.” There the Ist Worcestershire remained for twenty- 
four hours under a galling fire ; but the struggle there was over ; no move was made by either side, 
and on the following night (August 18th/19th) the 47th (London) Division came up to take over the 
line. The Ist Worcestershire were relieved (a) and tramped back down the Menin Road to Ypres, 
where quarters were found in the ruined Cavalry Barracks. Next evening (August 19th) the Battalion 
marched eastward from Ypres to Halifax Camp (bd). 

The 8th Division was being withdrawn to rest and next day busses carried the Ist Worcester- 
shire to rejoin the 24th Brigade at Caestre. There the Battalion found billets at La Brearde and 
a big draft of reinforcements ; ‘‘ 317 other ranks from our Territorial and Reserve Battalions : 
on the whole a very good draft.” It was indeed unusual at that stage of the war for so big a draft 
to be composed wholly of men of the Regiment. 


Meanwhile the 4th Battalion also were due for a rest. 

Throughout August 18th the 4th Worcestershire remained in reserve near ‘“‘ General Farm ” ; 
not without loss, for the enemy's artillery was active and several heavy shells struck the reserve 
position. That evening the Battalion was ordered back to rest, and marched back from General 
Farm across the Yser canal into Boesinghe Chateau; but this rest was short. Orders came next 
day for the 88th Brigade to take over the front line of the Division. The 4th Worcestershire moved 
forward that night (August 19th/2Uth) into a support position (c) on the extreme left of the British 
line, beside the French. 

During the next few days work was carried on to improve the position, and outposts were 
pushed forward across the Broembeek ; but nothing of importance occurred, nor did the enemy’s 
shell-fire cause heavy casualties (d). On the night of August 23rd/24th the 4th Worcestershire 
were relieved by the 2nd South Wales Borderers and marched back, first to camp near Elverdinghe 
and then next day to camp in the wouds near De Wippe Cabaret. The 29th Division was moving 
back for rest and training. On August 26th the 4th Worcestershire moved to ‘‘ Piccadilly Camp ” 
some two miles north-east of Proven. 


* *£ * © &£ © #8 # & # He Be He He 


Thus on both flanks the battle had subsided into trench warfare, but in the centre, about 
St. Julien, the position was too unsatisfactory to be endured. More ground had to be won, in order 
to improve the dangerous position cast of the Steenbeeck ; and during the following week there was 
much sharp fighting, in which the Worcestershire Territorial Battalions were involved. 

The first problem to be tackled was that of the Maison du Hibou. That little fortress had 
defied all assaults for three days. We have already told how two successive assaults by the 1/7th 
Worcestershire had failed and how the 1,8th Worcestershire had been brought up in relief. Through- 
out August 18th all remained quiet except for continuous artillery-fire, but plans were being made 
and orders were issued for an attack that night. By nightfall all was arranged. Fortunately the 
weather during the day had been fine, and a keen wind had dried the mud sufficiently to enable 
an additional reinforcement to operate with hope of success. The renewed attack was to be made 
with the aid of tanks. 


At that time tanks were passing through a stage of disfavour. Their first exploits in the 
Somme battles had given rise to great hopes. But at Arras they had not been very successful, and 
in the first phases of the Ypres offensive they had met with absolute disaster. They had been 
bogged in the mud and smashed by gun-fire. Many generals openly expressed disbelief in their powers. 
But in this operation against the Steenbeck defences the tanks were at last to find conditions which 
suited their capabilities. 


The front line facing the Maison du Hibou was held by “ C’” Company of the 1/8th Worcester- 
shire, with “D” Company in support. ‘ B’’ Company under Lieut. S. H. Wilkes was brought 
up after midnight (18th/19th) to deliver the attack. The advance was difficult owing to the darkness 


(a) By the 17th London. (6) Casualties Ist Worcestershire August 18th—19th, 13 killed, 39 wounded. 

(c) Battalion H.Q. at Wijdendrift. 

(4) Casualties, 4th Worcestershire. August 19th—-24th. 1 officer mortally wounded (2/Lt. S. Cale). On August 
28th Captain C. F. G. Crawford was severely wounded by an accidental explosion in camp. For constant 
good work during the preceding operations Lieut. & Qmr. S. Parker was afterwards awarded the M.C. 
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and also to a very heavy barrage fire which the enemy, sensing danger, put down along the line of 
the stream. Many casualties had already occurred and it was nearly daylight when “ B” Com- 
pany reached their allotted position of deployment. As the dawn broke (a) the British guns broke 
out in intense fire, putting down a smoke barrage along the line of the Langemarck Road. 

Under cover of that barrage seven tanks rolled forward across the stream at St. Julien and 
then pushed northwards, past Hillock Farm and the near-by gun-pits against Triangle Farm. Then 
they circled round on the line of the Langemarck road and opened fire on the Maison du Hibou from 
the rear. ‘C’’ Company of the 1/8th Worcestershire were already firing fiercely from the front 
and with that double support a platoon of “ B’’ Company dashed forward and into the buildings, 
killed a number of the enemy and compelled the rest to surrender. Then by a swift advance “ B” 
Company carried Triangle Farm. Together with the tanks, the Worcestershire lads pushed on to 
the line of the Langemarck Road and finished up by consolidating a position at the cross-roads north 
of the Triangle. 

It was a brilliant little success, which made the tactical situation of the 48th Division com- 
paratively secure. Some 30 of the enemy had been killed. 12 prisoners and a light machine-gun were 
trophies of victory (6). 

From the broader point of view the affair is noteworthy as being the first definite success 
gained by the use of tanks in the offensives of 1917. That success silenced the disbelievers, tanks 
woe restored to general favour, and plans were formed which led eventually to the great tank attack 
of Cambrai. 


On the evening of August 20th the 1/8th Worcestershire were relieved and marched back to 
the canal bank. The losses of the Battalion during the three days had totalled some 70 killed and 
wounded, including two officers (c). On the following day the Battalion marched back to 
Reigersburg Camp, whither the 1/7th Battalion had already moved. The two Battalions rested and 
cleaned up for the next few days. 


ACTIONS ON THE STEENBEEK (d). 


The next heavy fighting fell to the ‘“‘ Second-Line” Battalions. After a short tour in the 
forward area the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire were relieved on the night of August 20th/2Ist. 
During the previous three days there had been some outpost fighting, notably one incident early 
in the morning of the 20th when a platoon of the 2/8th Worcestershire surprised and annihilated 
a German outpost near Somme Farm. After relief the two Battalions marched back to Goldfish 
Chateau (e), but their rest was brief. On August 23rd they again moved forward into the battle 
and that night the 2/7th Worcestershire went into the front line. Colonel Dorman established his 
Headquarters in Pommern Redoubt. Behind them the 2/8th Worcestershire took over the support 
trenches. On the previous day the 184th Brigade had attacked and a fierce struggle had raged, 
with alternate attack and counter-attack, round the German block-houses among the water-logged 
shell-holes. On the right flank the Scots of the 15th Division were opposed by the enemy in Gallipoli 
Farm. On the front of the 61st Division a short advance had been made : “‘ Somme Farm”’ and 
“Hindu Cott” were in our hands, but between them “ Aisne Farm ”’ was still held by the enemy ; 
and it was against that fortress that the 2/7th Worcestershire were now arrayed. 


The first attack was made on the evening of August 24th. A platoon of ‘‘ B” Company 
tried to work forward across the broken ground, but was stopped dead by a withering fire (f). “A” 
Company was sent up in relief and prepared to attack in their turn. 

At 11 p.m. the next night (August 25th/26th) the attack was made, as part of a general assault. 
On the right the Scots twice charged Gallipoli Farm, with wild cheering, but were beaten back with 
heavy loss ; further to the left a similar failure took place before Schuler Farm. At Aisne Farm a 
platoon of “ A’’ Company led by 2/Lt. J. Whale reached the enemy’s defences and fought their 
way in, only to be driven out again with heavy loss (g). 


(a) 4.45 a.m. (6) Lieut. S. H. Wilkes received a bar to his M.C. 

(c) Killed—2 officers (2/Lt. J. Guilding and 2/Lt. W. M. Jotcham) and 19 men. Wounded 47 N.C.O’s. and men. 
During that day 2/Lt. W. J. Flower of the 1/7th Battalion was mortally wounded. 

(d) There is no mention of those engagements in the official list of engagements, as the C.-in-C’s. despatch referred to 
them merely as ‘ minor operations.” 

(e) Casualties August 17th—2Ist. 2/7th Worcestershire, 6 killed, 2 died of wounds, 40 wounded. 2/8th Worcestershire 
6 killed, 31 wounded, 2 missing. 

(f) The platoon lost 2 killed and 11 wounded. 

(g) 2/Lt. Whale and 2 men missing, 3 killed, 1 died of wounds. Wounded, 2/Lt. A. N. Hutchinson and 9 mea. 
Lt. G. M. Blackburne also was wounded. 
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While the fight was in progress a British aeroplane came hurtling down like a stricken bird 
and crashed to earth near Aisne Farm in the midst of the German barrage. 2nd Licut. W. A. Beainan 
of the 2/7th Worcestershire coolly went out into the storia, found the pilot and observer alive, though 
stunned and bewildered, and guided them back through the barrage to safety in our lines (a). 

That failure proved the necessity for a more systematic attack, and August 26th was devoted 
to preparation (b). After dark the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire exchanged positions amid heavy 
rain. Colonel L. L. Bilton, commanding the latter Battalion, made arrangements for attack. 

The existing dispositions were far from satisfactory and during the night they were altered. 
Two brave young officers, Captain G. Pritchard and Capt. S. A. Gedsall, led their men forward some 
200 yards and established new positions amid the shell-hcles. Then orders were issued for the next 
day’s battle. Two platoons of “D’’ Company, led by Captain Pritchard, would attack Gallipoli 
Farm in conjunction with the Scotsmen on the right. “A,” “B” and the remainder of “D” 
Company, would go for Aisne Farm and the surrounding defences. 


Similar dispositions for attack were bcing made by the “ First-Line ” Territorials a mile to the 
northward. There the line had changed but little since the relicf on August 20th. On August 25th 
and 26th both the 1/7th and 1/8ih Worcestershire had come back into the line side by side, holding 
from Hillock Farm to beyond the Triangle. The 1/8th Battalion was on the right. Headquarters 
of both Battalions were in Alberta. 

The attack in preparation was inter.ded to break the enemy’s main line of defence beyond the 
Langemarck road, a strong position defended by the outpost fortresses of Springfield and Vancouver. 
The foriner lay just to the right of the 8th Battalion front. The latter, of which the defences had not 
been exactly located, was near the line of junction of the two Battalions. 

The night of August 26th/27th was one of heavy rain and an intense darkness, broken only 
by the blaze of bursting shells ; fur the enemy kcpt up a heavy and continuous bombardment of 
the British forward lines. In that darkness, dispositions were made fcr the attack. The platoons 
felt their way forward into the assembly trenches, and the headquarters of both the Worcestershire 
battalions were established in the captured “ Maison du Hibou.”” Once explored, it was felt no 
longer to be wonderful that it had detied so many attacks. Tie little fortress was built of concrete 
of a thickness sufficient to defy almost any shell, and in spite of all the hammering it had received 
the interior was hardly damaged (c). 


Next morning the downpour of rain continued. The state of the ground, bad enough before, 
became worse. The great bog of shell-holes had become almost impassable, a vast wilderness strewn 
with corpses and dotted at intervals by wrecks of smashed tanks. 


; Midday of August 27th passed, and then at 1.55 p.m. the British artillery broke forth in an 
aca barrage fire, and all along the line the attacking platoons pushed forward through the 
mud (d). 

The exact location of the enemy was hardly known. In the wilderness of shell-holes many 
German machine-gun posts had been established ; and as svon as the barrage had passed those 
machine-guns came into action and opened fire. Struggling through the mud, the platoons of the 
\/ith and 1/8th Worcestershire pushed forward. The ordered line broke up as the platoons pro- 
ceeded to deal with one machine-gun post after another, and the attack disintegrated into a scries 
of fierce little struggles among the shell-holes. At one point an attacking platoon was stopped 
dead by fire from a strong concrete fort. The platoon commander, 2nd Lieut. J. R. Willis, re- 
organised his men and led them forward. The blockhouse was skilfully encircled, rushed and 
stormed (e). 

Further to the right, fierce bursts of machine-gun fire from Springfield Farm enfiladed the 
attack and held it up. In the centre the unlocated defences of Vancouver gave similar trouble. 
Between those two points the leading platoons of the 1;8th Worcestershire nearly reached the enemy's 
main line of trenches ; but the lack of success on the flanks brought them to a standstill. 

To the right the 148rd Brigade had similarly been held up. Springfield Farm was the principal 
cause of trouble. Colonel Carr watched his opportunity as darkness fell and sent forwaid ‘ D” 


(a) 2/Lt. Beaman was awarded the M.C. 

(6) Casualties August 26th. 2/7th Worcestershire, 1 killed. 2/8th Worcestershire, 1 killed, 1 wounded. 

(c) It was a two storied fort with emplacements for about a dozen machine-guns and an all-round field of fire. 

(¢) The 1/8th Worcestershire had ‘A’ and ‘‘C”’ Companies in front line, ‘‘ B” and ‘“ D ’’ Companies in support. 
The 1/7th Worcestershire had “ A,” ‘'B”’ and ‘“ D”’ Companies in front line, and '‘C’’ Company in support, 

() 2/Lt. Willis was awarded the M.C. Sgt. W. H. Wheeler received the D.C.M. for gallant conduct in this attack, 
He took command of his platoon when his officer had been killcd and bravely led them forward. 


283 


'/81nH 


THE BATTLES OF YPRES, 1917. 21th August 1917. 


Company from his reserve to take the farm in flank. Led by Lieut. Ryan Bell, “‘ D’’ Company 
pushed forward, attacked the farm from the north and captured it after a fierce struggle, in which 
the brave young leader was mortally wounded (a). 

On the left the 1/7th Worcestershire had gained no greater success. Knee-deep, and some- 
times waist-deep, in the mud, the troops advanced through the shell-holes, but it was impossible 
to keep up with the moving barrage. As the shells passed, the enemy snipers and machine-gunners 
opened fire from every side. 

On the right flank of the Battalion, Captain G. R. Wallace led “ A’ Company forward most 
gallantly. The attack had passed beyond the defences of Vancouver Farm and was nearing a 
concrete fort beyond it when two German snipers rose from a shell-hole close at hand. They shot 
Captain Wallace (4) and a corporal who rushed to his assistance. Sergeant Marchant, endeavouring 
to assist his officer, was wounded, but at the same moment Sergeant Cooper succeeded in shooting 
both the Germans. 

Murderous little fights of that kind were taking place all along the line (c), while the ground 
was swept by machine-guns from the front and also from the left flank where the defences of Vieilles 
Maisons had repulsed the 11th Division. 

Dusk fell in driving rain, and the floundering troops dug in as best they could. Except in the 
centre around Vancouver the two Battalions had everywhere gained ground, but at heavy cost. A 
greater success was not physically possible, for movement either forward or backward was a matter 
of the greatest difficulty to the exhausted and overloaded men. 


All along the line of battle there was a similar story to tell. At Aisne Farm the 2/8th Worces- 
tershire had attacked at the same moment as the “ First-Line ” Battalions further north; but with 
no greater success. 

The attacking platoons had lain out all the morning in shell-holes which the pouring rain had 
converted into slimy ponds. They had been unable to move from those shell-holes, for the ground was 
under direct observation from the enemy’s position and was swept by fire. It is difficult to conceive 
mare dispiriting circumstances. Nevertheless at 1.55 p.m. the Territorials advanced with fine spirit. 

The little groups of fighting men struggled out of their water-logged pits and ploughed forward 
through the mud. So many of them slipped and fell in that wilderness of shell-holes that most 
of the rifles became clogged with mud and could not be fired; but the attackers went forward with 
the bayonet as their only weapon. Try as they might, they could not keep up with the barrage (ad) 
and the fire of German machine-guns struck them on front and flank. Before Aisne Farm could 
be reached the attack was brought to a standstill. Captain H. L. Evers was conspicuous by his con- 
tempt of danger. Although wounded early in the attack he continued to lead his men onward, 
cheering and encouraging them throughout the day (e) ; but his soldiers were shot down all around 
him and soon it was clear that success was impossible against the machine-guns of Aisne Farm. 

Further to the right, ‘‘ D’’ Company’s two platoons nearly reached Gallipoli Farm. The 
Scotsmen of the 15th Division had been held up, and Captain Pritchard tried to help them by wheeling 
his line to the right and taking the enemy in flank ; but the attempt failed with heavy loss (f). 

By nightfall it was clear that the attack had failed, and orders came to digin. On the northern 
flank some little ground had been gained, and Springfield Farm, at least, was in our hands; but 
further south the line was little further forward than at the start. The weather and the Flanders 
mud had defeated the attack, not the enemy (g). 


(a) To the great regret of all ranks Lieut. Ryan Bell died ofhis wounds three days afterwards. Had he lived he would 
have received the D.S.O. (6) Captain Wallace was mortally wounded and died within two hours. 

(c) Among many brave men Capt. A. O. Lloyd and C.S.M. W. P. Shakespeare were especially distinguished. Both 
led their men far ahead, held on unsupported and only retired after dark when it was clear that the ground 
gained could not be held. Capt. Lloyd received a second bar to his M.C. C.S.M. Shakespeare received the 
M.C. Sgt. G. Cooper received the D.C.M. and the M.M. was awarded to Pte. B. Norris, Pte. A. Protheroe and 
Cpl. G. Sneyd (bar). 

(d) Although the pace of the barrage had been set so low as 100 yards in 20 minutes. 

(e) Captain Evers was awarded the M.C. He remained in command for three hours after being hit. 

(f) Captain Pritchard was wounded. A very brave subaltern, Lieut. W. E. Turner, was killed. 

(g) The losses of the three Worcestershire battalions which took part in that attack were severe—about a third of the 
fighting strength in each case. 

1/7th Worcestershire—6 officers (Killed, Capt. G. R. Wallace, M.C. Wounded, Capt. P. Carter, M.C., Capt. A. O. 
Lloyd, M.C., Capt. A. H. Butcher, 2/Lt. R. P. Thomson, 2/Lt. W. F. Higgs-Walker) and 99 other ranks killed 
or wounded. 

1/8th Worcestershire :—7 officers (Killed, Capt. B. H. Tullidge, 2/Lt. R. N. Horsley, 2/Lt. J. C. Hemming, 2/Lt. 
H. R. Ryan Bell (died of wounds) ; Wounded, 2/Lt. S. H. Wilkes, 2/Lt. J. H. Myhill, 2/Lt. J. Clarke) and 
101 other ranks killed or wounded. 

2/8th Worcestershire :—8 officers (Killed, 2/Lt. C. G. Crick, 2/Lt. W. E. Turner, 2/Lt. R. L. Hancock. Wounded, 
Capt. G. Pritchard, Capt. H. L. Evers, Capt. C. W. Holcroft, Capt. W. H. Cornelius, (R.A.M.C. attached), 
2/Lt. C. J. Hull) and 138 other ranks killed or wounded. All the officers and sergeants of “‘ A’’ Company 


were killed or wounded. ‘“ B’’ Company came out of action with one subaltern and one sergeant. 
The 2/7th Worcestershire had remained in reserve, but lost one officer (2/Lt. C. M. Cook) and 20 other ranks from 
shell-fire. 
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Next day by tacit consent was observed as an informal truce along the battle-front. The 
guns kept up a desultory fire, but on both sides the forward troops suspended hostilities and stretcher- 
bearers went out. They searched through the countless shell-holes, bringing in impartially the 
wounded of both sides (a). Those not engaged in that work of mercy slept like logs. 

Gradually the troops who had fought were relieved. The two “ First-Line ’’ Battalions 
were taken out, one platoon at a time, and the companies slowly reassembled at Dambre Camp 
during the next three days ; after which they were taken back by train and lorry to Schools Camp 
near St. Jan ter Biezen. 


Further south two companies of the 2/7th Worcestershire exchanged positions with the 
front-line companies of the 2/8th Worcestershire. For some three days the two Battalions remained 
much intermingled, in the front and support positions, Colonel Bilton remaining in command of the 
former and Colonel Dorman of the latter. During those two days the rain fell steadily, rendering 
any further attacks out of the question. Operations were confined to patrol and outpost encounters(d). 
At last, on the night of August 30th/3Ist, the 183rd Brigade was relieved. The two ‘‘ Second-Line ” 
Battalions extricated themselves from the mud and moved back into camps near Vlamertinghe. 


After that attack a long pause ensued. The state of the ground precluded any hope of 
advance for the time being. The low-lying valley of the Steenbeek was the worst part of the battle- 
front, and it was consequently decided that the main force of the next attack should be delivered 
not there but along the higher ground further south, on both sides of the Menin Road. That area 
was transferred to the command of the Second Army, and preparations were made for a fresh battle. 


An essential part of those preparations was the training of fresh Divisions which had not yet 
broken their hearts in the Flanders mud. For those fresh troops a pleasant camp had been established 
on the sea coast near Dunkirk. 

That camp had originally been intended to serve as a base for operations projected along the 
coasts of Flanders, in concert with the greater attack at Ypres ; but the German success at Nieuport 
in June had nipped that plan in the bud, and the sea-shore camp then became merely a training 
centre. 

Thither on the Ist of August came the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment by train from Longpré. 
The Battalion detrained at Dunkirk and marched through Teteghem to crowded billets in Uxem : 
whence a move was made (c) to a more satisfactory camp at Ghyvelde. Training continued 
in that seaside area throughout the ensuing month: then on August 3lst a move southwards was 
begun : the Brigade moved down by train to Watten, behind St. Omer, whence the 2nd Worcestershire 
marched to billets at Ganspette. There training was continued busily until the middle of September. 


The 3rd Battalion had missed all the heavy fighting after the capture of Westhoek. The 
Battalion lay in billets at Steenvoorde training and refitting until August 29th, with one short 
interval of three days (19th to 22nd) in which a forward move was made to Dominion Camp near 
Busseboom. 

On August 30th came orders to move forward to the battle-front. The 7th Brigade had now 
been lent to the 23rd Division which was holding the front along the Menin Road. The 3rd Wor- 
cestershire were carried up to Ypres in lorries, and then the companies marched forward to reserve 
trenches around Halfway House. There they remained for six days. Many heavy shells struck 
near the position, but otherwise that period was uneventful (d). 

On September 6th the 7th Brigade were relieved and marched back into Divisional Reserve 
at Dickebusch. Then came orders that the 25th Division would be transferred from the Second to 
the First Army and would move back for a period of training. The Brigade marched back by 
Stages (e) through Abecle, Caestre and Steenbecque, to Burbure. There the 3rd Worcestershire 
settled down to training. 


Further north the 4th Worcestershire, in the 29th Division, had devoted the first three weeks 
of September to strenuous training at “ Piccadilly Camp” near Proven (f). Not until September 
20th did the Battalion again move forward to the battle-front. 


(a) The enemy, whose losses had naturally been much lighter than ours, were seen to rescuc many of our wounded near 
eir lines. 

(6) Casualties August 28th—30th. 2/7th Worcestershire 5 killed, 41 wounded. 2/8th Worcestershire, 2 wounded. 

(c) On August 3rd. 

(@) Casualties, 31st August—6th September, 3 killed, 17 wounded. 

(e) 3rd Worcestershire, evening September 8th billets near Abecle, 10th camp near Caestre, 11th billets at Thiennes, 

12th billets at Burbure. 
(/) From 13th to 16th September the Battalion moved to Horzeele for 3 days intensive training. 
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FRANCE AND FLANDERS, 1917. Sept. 1917 
The Territorial Battalions had also moved out of the Salient. The two “ First-Line” 
Battalions had a peaceful fortnight resting at ‘“‘ School Camp ” near Poperinghe ; then on September 
18th the 48th Division moved back for training. The 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire entrained at 
Abeele and were carricd back to Audruicq, whence the two Battalions marched to billets, the 1/7th 
at Zutkerque, and the 1/8th at Recques. There they remained during the next fortnight. 


The ‘‘ Second-Line”” Battalions had one more taste of shell-fire before they quitted the 
Salient. After a weeks rest at Vlamertinghe the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire moved forward on 
September 8th to the canal bank near Wieltje. Thence the 2/7th Worcestershire moved up to the 
front, and took over the defences about ‘‘ Pund Farm” from the 2/7th Royal Warwickshire. The 
mud along the Steenbeek was little better than before and the shell-fire was still severe, but by that 
time the defences were in better condition and the losses were not heavy (2). On the last night 
(September 11th/l2th), however, while the relief (b) was in progress the enemy maintained a pro- 
longed bombardment by gas shells which claimed many victims (c). After relief, the 2/7th Worces- 
tershire took over the reserve trenches, where the 2/8th Worcestershire had been labouring. On 
September 13th and 14th the two Battalions moved back from the line and were carried back by 
bus through Poperinghe to Watou. On September 18th and 19th the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire 
peeraae succession to Cassel Station and entrained fur Arras ; whence they marched to billets at 

imencourt. 


September witnessed a steady improvement in the weather; but the sodden ground dried 
slowly and the middle of the month had passed before preparations for the new attack were complete. 
Eventually September 2Uth was fixed as the day on which the attack should be launched. 

The front of attack was to extend from the Langcmarck-Staden railway on the ncrthern to 
the Ypres-Commines canal on the southern flank. In all eleven Divisions were to take part in the 
attack, but of those Divisions the only one which included a Battalion of the Regiment was that 
on the extreme right front of the battle line—the 19th Division, which included the 10th Worcester- 
shire. 


The training period of the 19th Division had been completed by the end of August, and the 
10th Worcestershire had moved on August 28th by motor lorry from Escouelles to Wallon Cappel. 
Thence on the following day the 57th Brigade marched to the Merris area—a trying march made 
in pouring rain and much hainpercd by obstruciions on the road : notably a long column of Australian 
artillery marching in the opposite direction. The companies lay quiet for a week in the little 
village of Moolenacher, training busily. On September 7th a move was made forward to the 
Battalion’s old quarters in ‘“‘ Corunna Camp” near Westoutre ; and thence three days later the 10th 
Worcestershire moved forward towards the battle-area. 

The object of the attack in preparation was to capture the high ground known officially as 
the Mcnin Road Ridge. The northern end of that ridge 1s marked by “ Glencorse Weed.” South- 
west cf that wood lies the cross-roads known as “ Clapham Junction,” where the ridge is crcesscd 
by the Menin Road. Thence the ridge runs south-westward by “‘ Siirling Castle ” to ‘‘ Mount Sorrel.” 
South of that height the ridge divides. One prolongation cf the Ridge bends eastward to Hill 60 
and thence southward again, to end above the Ypres-Commines canal at the hillock known as ‘ Tue 
Bluff’’: the other prolongation of the Ridge turns south-eastward from Mount Sorvel and forms the 
western rim of the narrow wooded valley of the Bassevillebeek. That south-eastern prolongation 
of the Ridge is inarked by the hamlet of Klein Zillcbeke. In the crescent hollow between the two 
arms of the ridge lie “ Battle’ and ‘“ Fusilier ’ Wocds. 

These two woods, as well as the ruins of Klein Zillebeke, had been captured by the advancing 
British troops in the fighting of the previous month ; but the defending Germans still clung to the 
edge of the high ground just beyond Klein Zillebeke. The attack of the 19th Division was to drive 
them down the slope into the valley beyond. 


Preparations for the battle were made as soon as the 19th Division took over the line. In 
spite of an improvement in the weather, the state of the ground was very bad, and it was clear that 
to ensure success the troops must come fresh to the attack. So it was planned that the assaulting 
battalions should first do a short tour of three days in their battle positions, in order to acquaint them- 
selves with the ground, and then should have a clear four days for training and rest before the day of 
battle. 


(a) Casualties 2/7th Worcestershire, September 8th—12th :—3 killed, 24 wounded. 
v) By the 2:6th Gloucestershire. 
(¢) 2 officers (Capt. W. F. Smellie, 2/Lt. H. S. Gadsby) and 28 other ranks. 


286 


+ 


() GAOH Vitis si 


fase 
ufc ) anil not eit 


Ria ct ee te 
fp ite ov ae 
OWS to noiti2o9 


Digitized by Googte be 


No. 77 THE BATTLE O| Be tS 


f 
karat ! f 
{CLENCORSE® : if 
if 
ce 
ot 
\ 
«3 


\ 


REFERENCE. 
British front line 


6pm. 25% Aug.1917 ame oom eum 
” ” nightfall 26% 1 9 + 

si ” »” 4-30pm27th » ) we ume j 
Position of 2/worc. forward Coys. © _@© 

” ” »  Bn.H.Q.Capprox) & 


Digitized by Google 


Sept.1917, THE BATTLES OF YPRES, 1917. 


So the 10th Worcestershire (2) moved up after dark on September 11th and crossed the 
Ypres-Comines canal by a pontoon bridge below ‘‘ The Bluff.’” Thence the platoons filed forward 
into the front line (6). One company tvook over the shell-holes which sheltered the forward posts 
just east of Klein Zillebeke ; behind them the other companies took over dugouts in “ Fusilier”’ 
and “ Battle” woods and in the strange mound called ‘‘ The Caterpillar,” hard by Hill 60. 

In those positions the Battalion remained for three days, sniping and reconnoitring the 
ground in front (c). Then, after some intercompany reliefs (@), the 57th Brigade was relieved by 
troops of the 37th Division, and the luth Worcestershire marched back to their camp near Vierstraat. 

There, to the dismay of the Company ofticers, was found a large draft of halt-trained recruits, 
sent to fill up the ranks of the Battalion for the forthcoming battle. During the next few days every 
effort was made to fit those raw lads in some sort for the ordeal before them (e). 

From the 15th to the 18th of September training was strenuous and incessant ; then the 
Battalion was carried forward by bus to St. Eloi, and on the following evening (September 19th) 
moved forward to the line. 


That night, a fine night but dark, lit only by the stars, troops were in motion along the whole 
front of the Salient, from Langemarck to Hollebeke, filing forward into position for the attack. 
Intentionally the sound of their movement was drowned by the thunder of the British guns. That 
clamour of gun-fire again broke the weather, and at dawn a heavy drizzle came down, soaking the 
troops and making everything obscure ; but by that time the luth Worcestershire were in position. 
The companies had marched eastward from St. Eloi, had crossed the canal by a pontoon bridge 
and had reached the line. 

The attack was to be delivered by three companies in line, the fourth company being held 
back in reserve. Each company would attack in four waves, a platoon in each wave. The two 
leading waves would take the first line of the German defences on the high ground. Then the two 
waves in rear would pass through, and would carry the attack down to the fvot of the slope. 


THE BATTLE OF THE MENIN ROAD (/). 


At dawn (g) on September 20th the gun-fire all along the front rose to intensity, and the 
British battalions advanced to the attack. Apparently the enemy had not expected the attack 
to be prolonged so far southward as the front of the 19th Division, and the German resistance, though 
stubborn, was not well supported. The attack was completely successful. The German front-line 
defences were overrun without difficulty ; then after a pause, to allow the artillery to lengthen 
their range, the platoons in rear passcd through and pushed down the slope. Scme vercmous 
machine-guns in Wocd Farm caused many casualties before the ruins of that building were finally 
stormed, and from the right flank German machine-guns in Hollebeke Chateau swept the slopes. 
Immediately to the left the 8th Gloucestershire had a stiff fight in Belgian Wocd, but by 9 a.m. 
all resistance was over, and the 10th Worcestershire were busily at work entrenching the capturcd 
ground (4). Patrols were pushed forward to Moat Farm, which was occupicd and secured. 

Away to the left, higher up the valley of the Bassevillebeck, the battle was raging in Shrewsbury 
Forest and along the Menin Road, with repeated attack and counter-attack ; but on the front of 
the 19th Division the enemy attempted no counter-attack until after dark. Then an attempted 
German advance from North Farm drew down a storm of fire. Thereafter, except for an angry 
gun-fire, the night was quiet and the loth Worcestershire slept on the ground they had won. The 
losses in the advance down the exposed slope had been about a third of the Battalion’s ‘ battle 


strength ’’—-150 in all, including 7 officers (¢). 


(a) On September 10th the Battalion marched from Westoutre to camp near Vierstraat. 

(b) Relieving a Battalion of the 37th Division. 

(c) Casualties, 10th Worcestershire 11th—I4th September, 1 officer (2/1-t. H. Moorhouse) and 3 men wounded. 

(d) On the evening of the 13th the place of the front-line company was taken over by a company of the 8th Gloucester- 
shire, and the Worcestershire company was drawn back into Battle Wood. 

(e) But in the event they went into the battle with but the most rudimentary knowledge and, though they behaved 
most gallantly under fire, their unhandiness was evident and might under different circumstances have proved 
dangerous. A great part in their hasty education was played by Regimental-Sergeant-Major H. J. Farley. 

# The official dates for this battle are September 20th—25th. Sve footnote (d) on page 290. 

g) 5.25 a.m. 

(4) For their gallant leadership in that attack Captain A. E. Owins and 2/Lieut. J. Clarke were awarded the M.C. and 
Sergts. E. J. Calder and A. Barber were awarded the D.C.M. 

(i) Killed one officer (2/Lt. P. Jones) and 20 other ranks. Wounded 6 officers (2/Lts. H. Thompson, H. M. Hale, 
J. Froggatt, E. C. Coxwell, F. A. Brett, H. J. Luckman) and 95 other ranks, Missing 28. 
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All next day the Battalion held its position near Moat Farm, while patrols worked cautiously 
forward to the line of the stream (a). That evening the 7th East Lancashire of the 56th Brigade 
took over the line, and the Worcestershire platoons moved back up the slope. After concentrating * 
behind the ridge, the companies marched back across the canal and thence made their way to camp 
near Vierstraat. There breakfasts had been eaten. Then the Battalion assembled and marched 
to Locre. About noon (September 22nd) the companies settled down in ‘‘ Fermoy Camp” for a 
well-earned rest. 


Thus on the right flank of the battle-line the plans of the British Commander-in-Chief had 
been successfully carried out ; but on the left flank the attack had not been so successful. In the 
heavy mud about Langemarck and in the valley of the Steenbeek the attacking troops had been 
able to make but little progress, and fresh Divisions were now brought up in relief. Among those 
fresh troops was the 29th Division, which relieved the Guards Division (b) after the battle. 


On the morning of September 20th the 4th Worcestershire were carried forward by train 
from Proven to camp at Elverdinghe (c). Thence next evening (September 2Ist) the 4th Worcester- 
shire moved forward across the devastated area up to the front line, and relieved the Ist Coldstream 
Guards on the extreme left of the British battle-front. The front line ran along the Broembeek 
Sabie and the left flank of the Battalion, at Brienne House, was in touch with the right flank of the 

rench (d). 

The enemy’s guns kept up a heavy fire throughout the first twenty-four hours but casualties 
were few. Great discomfort was caused by a bombardment of mustard-gas shells on the night of 
Septem Ver 24th, which compelled all ranks to don their gas-masks and grope blindly in their muddy 
shell-holes (é). 

Next night (September 25th) the Battalion was relieved and marched back to Elverdinghe, 
where the 4th Worcestershire lay in reserve for three days. Then the 88th Brigade were relieved. 
The Worcestershire companies marched back to camp near De Wippe Cabaret and remained there 
until October 6th, training busily for a fresh attack. 


The heaviest fighting of the battle had taken place along the Menin Road. There the attacking 
troops had won their way forward for nearly a mile, capturing Veldhoek, as well as ‘‘ Tower Hamlets ” 
and the western edge of Polygon Wood. Fresh Divisions were now brought up to relieve the 
victorious troops. Among those fresh troops was the 33rd Division, including the 2nd Battalion 
of the Regiment. 


The long training period of the 2nd Worcestershire had come to an end on September 15th. 
The Battalion had marched forward from Ganspette by stages (f) and had reached ‘‘ Chippewa 
Camp ” near La Clytte in the evening of September 19th. 

Orders for the forthcoming battle were received on September 21st and all ranks were stirred 
by news that the destined réle of the Battalion was to attack and capture Gheluvelt. The attack 
of September 20th had captured Glencorse Wood and Tower Hamlets. Veldhoek also was in our 
hands. The next attack was intended to carry the British front line forward to the old positions 
of October 1914, 

After four busy days of preparation, the Battalion marched forward on September 23rd 
through La Clytte and Dickebusch to camp at House Farm (g) south of Ypres. That night batteries 
all around were continuously in action. Early on the following afternoon (September 24th) the 
2nd Worcestershire advanced into the battle. 

The platoons marched at regular intervals (4) round the outskirts of ruined Ypres and then 
up the Menin Road, forming part of a stream of troops trudging forward along duck-board tracks 
into the battle. All around artillery were in action and heavy shells burst continuously in every 
direction. German aeroplanes swooped low over the marching troops, signalling by flares to their 
artillery. The intensity of the shell-fire increased as the platoons neared Sanctuary Wood. There 
a halt was made as dusk came on. Arrangements were made for the relief. : 


(a) Casualties 21st September, Killed, 10; Wounded 1 officer (2/I.t. T. B. Hunt), and 19 other ranks; Missing 5. 

(6) The Guards Division had not actually taken part in the attack. The left flank of the attack had been the 20th 
Division immediately to their right. 

(c) The camp was bombed after dark by German aeroplanes, fortunately without casualties. 

(2) The 3rd Battalion 165th Regiment. 

(e) The gas-shelling was continuous during the following days, and on September 29th Lt. W. Strang of the Battalion, 
attached to 88th Rrigade H.Q., was gassed. 

(f) September 15th march from Ganspette by Watten and Broere to Oosthouck. 16th march by Cassel to Steenvoorde. 
17th march to Berthen. 19th march to La Clytte. 

(g) Near Bedford House. 

(A) 100 yards interval between platoons ; the leading platoon started at 1.30 p.m. Route was by Maple Copse, Doring 
House and Zillebeke. 
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The Battalion was to relieve troops of the 28rd Division, which had captured Veldhoek. The 
relief was very difficult, for the German artillery were clearly aware of the movement along the 
Menin Road, and were putting down a fierce bombardment. 

It was decided to relieve first the troops holding the support positions. “A” and “C” 
companies (2) moved forward during the evening and took over positions between Glencorse Wood 
and Inverness Copse in trenches, shell-holes and captured block-houses. One of the latter was a 
notable erection, a concrete two-storied tower ten feet high which had survived the British bom- 
bardment. The tower was used as an observation station, and the First Aid Post was also established 
there: for no better cover was available. 

After dark (8) “ B’”’ Company was led forward by Captain R. F. Barker to take over the front 
line. The enemy’s barrage had become intense : save for the bursting shells the night was pitch dark. 
The shelling was terrific. Men were hit at every yard as they struggled along the duck-boards among 
the shell-holes. Before the support trenches were reached two-thirds of the company had been 
killed or wounded : all the four guides allotted to lead the platoons had been struck down. No 
one in the support trenches would volunteer to guide the Worcestershire company, so Captain 
Barker led his men forward as best he could through the bursting shells. Eventually he reached 
the front line with three platoons—37 in all with but one other officer. The fourth platvon, under 
2/Lieut. A. C. Pointon, had been misdirected, and the survivors of that platoon (c) did not rejoin 
the company till the following afternoon. 

It was dawn (d) before the relicf was complete and Captain Barker’s company had settled 
into positions among the shell-holes north of the Menin Road and east of Veldhoek. The 9th H.L.I. 
came up on the right flank of the Worcestershire, and beyond them the Ist Qucen’s held the line 
of the Menin Road. On the left of the Worcestershire the 4th King’s, tempcramly lent to the 100th 
Brigade, continued the line down to the banks of the Reutelbeck. North of that stream the line 
was continued by the 98th Brigade up the slope to Polygon Wood. 

The forward platoons of the 2nd Worcestershire were on historic ground. Close in front 
of their line a few shattered tree stumps marked the position of the little copse behind which the 
Battalion had deployed on October 31st, 1914. The ruins of Gheluvelt village were just hidden from 
view by the crest of the Ridge over which the Battalion had rushed at the beginning of that memorable 
counter-attack (¢). 

But the aspect of the scene at dawn was very different from what it had been three years 
before. The open fields had been beaten into a desolate expanse of boggy shell-holes. Such trees 
as still stood had been stripped and broken. On the skyline to the left a mere stubble of bare tree- 
trunks marked the site of Polygon Wood. 

The British plan was to attack at dawn on September 26th, leaving the attacking troops all 
the day of September 25th in which to reconnoitre the ground in front: but the plan was upset 
by a German counter-stroke. At 5.15 a.m. the enemy’s artillery suddenly opened an intense 
bombardment (f) over the whole area from Veldhoek to Stirling Castle. For half-an-hour shells 
struck all over the open ground (g): then the German infantry advanced to the attack. 

On the front of the 2nd Worcestershire the attack was repulsed without difficulty, and many 
of the enemy (#) were shot down as they advanced from the bare Polderhock Ridge or struggled 
up from the bogs of the Reutelbeek. But on the right the bombardment had achieved more 
destruction and there the British front line was overwhelmed. The forward platoons of the Queen’s 
were annihilated and many of the Highlanders were captured by the enemy (i). Nevertheless 
“B” Company held firm. Captain Barker sent back a message for help. ‘“A’’ Company was 
ordered forward. Led by Captain F. H. F. Booth, the company advanced very steadily across the 
shell-holes through the bursting shells. Captain Bocth and two of his subalterns were hit, but the 
surviving officer, 2/Lieut. H. J. Roden, led his men forward and took up position in rear of “ B” 
Company’s right flank. That assistance came just in time to prevent the encmy from surrounding 
“B” Company. A fierce fire-fight ensued among the shell-holes, while further back the whole 


(a) Strength on going into action was :—‘‘ A’ Company (Capt. Booth)—123, ‘ B” Company (Capt. Barker)—117, 
“C** Company (Capt. Ripley)—127, “D’’ Company (Capt. Smith)—134, H.Q. (2/Lt. Turley)—66 ; 
Total—567 with 21 officers. (6) 7 p.m. (c) 10 men. 

(¢) 4.30 a.m. according to Capt. Barker. The 2nd Worcestershire relieved three intermingled battalions, the 9th 
Green Howards, ]]th West Yorks, and 11th Sherwood Foresters. 

(¢) Compare map facing page 31. 

German bombardment preceded by some five minutes a “ practice barrage ’’ by the British artillery. 

(g) Captured German orders showed that the artillery engaged, on a front of 2 German Divisions were :—27 Field 
Batteries, 17 Field howitzer batteries, 15 batteries of 5.9% howitzers. The bombardment was arranged as a 
triple barrage on (1) The British frontline (2) The line Glencorse Wood—Inverness Copse (3) Stirling Castle. 

(4) The German 230th Regiment. 

(i) The attack along the Menin Road was made by a picked unit, the “ Storm-Battalion " of the German Fourth Army, 
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ground was obscured by the fumes of bursting shells. About 9 a.m. a big shell struck Battalion 
Headquarters killing the Adjutant, Capt. C. A. N. Fox, severely wounding the Regimental-Sergeant- 
Major and also wounding the Commanding Officer, Colonel Gogarty. But the Colonel refused to 
leave his post and remained in command (a). ha 

The Regimental Aid Post, in the same concrete tower as Battalion headquarters, was 
packed with wounded men, and it became urgently necessary to carry some of them back. The 
barrage around the tower was so fierce that it seemed impossible for stretcher-bearers to pass. 
The devoted Chaplain, the Rev. E. Victor Tanner, volunteered to join the stretcher-bearers. In- 
spired by his example, the stretcher-bearers succeeded in carrying their charges back through the 
barrage to safety (6). 

The situation in front remained critical, and Captain W. L. Smith led “ D ’’ Company forward, 
on his own initiative, to assist the defence. The state of the ground made it difficult for the enemy 
to close, the German attack came to a standstill and about midday the fighting died down. 

Ammunition ran short, and urgent messages for more were sent back. A platoon of “ C”’ 
Company was sent up about midday with a fresh supply. 2/Lieut. A. Johnson led the platoon for- 
ward to the front line. He was ordered by Captain Barker to form his men as a defensive flank on 
the right of ‘‘B’’ Company. Posting his men skilfully among the shell-holes, he beat back all 
attacks during the rest of the day (c). 

The enemy were not yet defeated. About 2 p.m. the German gun-fire again rose to intensity 
and small bodies of infantry were seen advancing among the tree stumps along the Reutelbeek. 
Messages were sent back and all made ready to meet the attack. 

Two hours later the attack came in earnest. Strong forces of the enemy advanced past the 
site of Polderhoek Chateau. At 4.30 p.m. the “S.O.S.” signal was sent up by Captain Barker 
from the front line. In answer the British artillery put down an intense barrage. The German 
infantry were obliterated by a rain of shells and the danger passed. 

Night closed down, a night of heavy firing and great anxicty. The Worcestershire companies 
were far in advance of the troops on their right flank: but the enemy made no attempt to advance 
and at dawn the situation was unchanged. 


While the enemy counter-attacks above Gheluvelt were being fought to a standstill, final 
preparations were being made for a renewed advance. Fresh Australian Divisions had been brought 
up to the line in Polygon Wood. It was planned that the Australians should attack through the 


. Wood on September 26th. It had been intended that the 33rd Division should prolong the front 


of attack southwards, but at the last hour the plan was modified. The 33rd Division had suffered 
so severely from the German counter-attacks that the projected attack was countermanded. The 
left-flank of the Division, the 98th Brigade and the 4th King’s, would wheel forward in concert with 
the Australians: the Ist Queen’s and the 9th H.L.I. would endeavour to recover the ground they 
had lost. Other battalions would stand fast. 


Heavy gun-fire started with the dawn (September 26th) and continued all day (d). Away 
to the left, the Australians fought their way forward through Polygon Wood. Between the Wccd 
and the Reutelbeck, troops of the 98th Brigade stormed ‘“ Cameron House ” after fierce fighting. 

On the front of the 100th Brigade a counter-attack was organised to retake the ground lost 
on the previous day. The 9th H.L.I. were reinforced by a company of the 16th K.R.R.C. ard 
attacked about 10 a.m. (e). The enemy gave way and fell back, raked by fire from the Worcestershire 
platoons on their flank (f). 

Enemy aeroplanes joined in the fight, flying low and firing their machine-guns at the attacking 
troops. Lewis-guns and rifles blazed at them from the shell-holes, and two of them came hurtling 
down close to the front of the 2nd Worcestershire. ; ‘ 

The battle raged throughout the day, and by nightfall the line of the 100th Brigade was 
restored except for a small pocket along the Menin Road itself: but the Brigade had been reduced 
to a thin line of desperately weary men scattered in groups among the shell-holes. It was decided 
that the 33rd Division must be relieved, and that night came orders for the relief. 


(a) Colonel Gogarty was wounded in four’places. For his able and gallant leadership in that battle, he was awarded 
the D.S.O. 

(b) Miraculously none were hit, though the shell-fire was intense. ‘The tower received direct hits certainly every 
fifteen minutes, probably much oftener.” (Colonel Gogarty’s report). 

(c) 2/Lt. Johnson was awarded the M.C. 

(d) Officially that attack on September 26th has been set down as a separate “‘ battle "’—the Battle of Polygon Wood— 
and the honour “ Polygon Wood " granted to the Regiment is due to the fighting of the 2nd Battalion on 
September 26th—27th. 

(e) Times given for that attack vary from 10 a.m. (Brigade Diary) to 2 p.m, (Battalion account). 

(f) Notably by a Lewis-gun worked single-handed by L/Cpl. A. Davis. The Lewis-gun had previously been buricd by 
a bursting shell, but L/Cpl. Davis, the only survivor of the team, dug out the gun and held his post alone, 
shooting down many of the enemy. He was awarded the D.C.M. 
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The bombardment continued incessantly throughout that night : then as dawn broke (5 a.m.) 
the artillery of both sides suddenly ceased their fire. For some minutes all remained under cover : 
then, as the guns did not recommence, men ventured cautiously from their defences and gazed around 
in wonder. The intense bombardment of two days and nights had beaten the whole area into a 
different appearance. Such landmarks as had existed beforehand had disappeared. The surface 
of the ground from Stirling Castle to Gheluvelt had been churned up afresh: the whole landscape 
was even more desolate and repulsive then before. 

For the time, the battle was over. Intermittent sniping alone continued throughout the 
day of September 27th. Wounded were brought in and dispositions were rearranged. In spite of 
the forty-eight hours of heavy fighting, without sleep and without any food beyond their “ iron 
tations ’’ the soldiers of the 2nd Worcestershire were in good heart (a). The day passed quietly, 
apart from heavy shelling on the left around Polygon Wood. 

Darkness closed in, and then at 7 p.m. the enemy’s guns suddenly opened a terrific fire. 
Under that storm of shells the remnant of the 2nd Worcestershire took what shelter they could 
find. After an hour the shell-fire died down and through hour after hour of darkness men waited for 
the relieving troops. Most of the night was quict, but in the small hours of the morning, the enemy's 
guns again broke out in fury and lashed the open ground with an intense fire for three hours (6). 
Through that fire the relieving troops of the 23rd Division came up and took over the line. Not 
until the dawn (c) did the last Worcestershire platoon (d) get clear and tramp back down the Menin 
Road to rest. 


During the morning of September 28th the Battalion gradually reassembled in camp at 
Dickebusch. When the losses were counted it was found they totalled 9 (e) officers and 208 (f) 
N.C.O's. and men; roughly half the fighting strength of the Battalion. The other battalions of 
the 33rd Division had sutfered alinost as severely, and it had now been decided to move the whole 
Division out of the line to refit. 

Before leaving the Salient, the officers and men of the 2nd Worcestershire paid an impressive 
tribute to their comrades who had fallen in the battle. It had been decided to bring down the body 
cf the Adjutant (Captain C. A. N. Fox) for burial in the cemetery at Dickebusch, and the funeral was 
made a commemorative ceremony for the others who had fallen. The whole Battalion attended the 
burial: then, headed by the Drums, the 2nd Worcestershire marched off to Reninghelst. There 
the Battalion entrained and moved back by rail and road (g) to billets at Sercus, south of Cassel, 
where the weary troops settled down to a short period of quiet. 


While the 2nd Battalion was moving back, the 10th Battalion of the Regiment was moving up 
into the battle-area once again. 

The 57th Brigade had rested and cleaned up for three days in their camps at Locre ; then 
orders had come for the Brigade to move back into the Salient. On September 26th the 10th 
Worcestershire had marched turward from Locre to a camp near Vierstraat, and on the following day 
the coinpanies marched up across the Ypres-Comines Canal and took over a reserve position around 
Hill 60. Further forward the other battalions of the 57th Brigade took over the front line, but the 
lth Worcestershire remained in that reserve position under intermittent shell-fire (4) until the 
evening of October Ist : then the Battalion moved up through the devastated “ Shrewsbury Forest ” 
into the forward positions (#). The line taken over was about a mile to the northward of the ground 
over which the battle had been fought ten days before, and ran round the front of Bulgar Wood with 
outposts close to the line of the Bassevillebeck. To the left, the line held by the rest of the Brigade 
crossed that stream. Still further to the left the 37th Division continucd the line up the sharp 
slopes to Tower Hamlets. 


(a) Extract from the diary of the Chaplain (Rev. E. Victor Tanner) : September 27th (6 a.m.) : ‘' As the shelling had 
“ceased the only danger was from sniping or machine-gun fire... . The idea occurred to me that it would 
“be a grand opportunity to collect the rest of our wounded . . . . so I got two stretcher-bearers . . . . and 
“started off... . It was heavy walking all the way as . . . . there was, of course, no attempt at a trench 
“or even duck-boards. It was just one big stretch of shell-craters .... At last I reached the front line 
“and our lads were amazed to see me drop down into their trench . . . . However I found them all in excellent 
“spirits, sitting quietly in the trench, either cleaning their rifles or making a ‘ bubble-up.”” They had got 
“water from the shell-holes ... 0 1. . walkedahe whole length of the trench . . .. The cheeriness of the 
“men was wonderful ... (6) 3.30 to 6.45 a.m. (c) 7 a.m. 

(2) Captain Barker was one of the last to leave the front line. His gallantry and skill in those three days of heavy fighting 
were recognised by the award of the M.C. 

(e) Killed-—Capt. & Adjt. C. A. N. Fox (North Staffords—attached). Wounded—Lt.-Colonel H. E. Gogarty D.S.O. 
(remaining at duty), Capt. F.H. F. Booth, 2/Lts. K. F. High, C. R. Child, D. V. Monks, G. S. Ashcroft, G. V. W. 
Carter and A. Brittain. Missing—2,Lt. D. P. Morgan (afterwards presumed killed). 

(f) Brigade diary gives, 36 killed, 145 wounded, 29 missing. (g) Train to Ebblinghem, thence march. 

(4) Casualties September 27th, 1 killed, 1 wounded. September 28th, 1 killed, 1 wounded. 

(i) Relieving the 8th Gloucestershire. 
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FRANCE AND FLANDERS, 1917. Oct. 1917. 


On October 3rd (a) came news that a fresh attack was to be made. The main weight of the new 
attack was to be put in around Polygon Wood, but the front of attack was to be extended northwards 
to Poelcappelle and southwards to Tower Hamlets, where the 37th Division was to attack. The 
line of the 19th Division lay outside the front of attack, but arrangements were made for the 19th 
Division to co-operate by fire. 


THE BATTLE OF BROODSEINDE. 


At dawn (5) on October 4th the attack began ; the British artillery all along the line opened 
an intense fire. Away to the left of the 10th Worcestershire, the troops of the 37th Division pushed 
forward to the assault. Every available gun and rifle of the 19th Division opened fire; and the 
enemy’s guns replied by a heavy barrage fire on Shrewsbury Forest. So intense was that hostile 
fire that communication from front to rear became impossible. 

From their posts on the edge of Bulgar Wood the 10th Worcestershire could see the struggle 
along the higher ground to the left, and could sce groups of the enemy moving about rapidly among 
their defences on the ridge beyond the valley. In spite of brave efforts, the 37th Division failed to 
gain more than a few yards of ground. Fighting continued all day, and when it died down the 
line at Tower Hamlets was but little further forward. 

Further north, however, a substantial gain had been made ; Broodseinde had been captured, 
and on the left flank an advance had been made from Langemarck eastwards towards Poelcappelle. 

The casualties of the 10th Worcestershire during that day of battle had not been as heavy 
as might have been expected—no more than 8 killed and 12 wounded. 

Next evening (5th) the 10th Worcestershire were relieved (c) and marched back across the 
canal to St. Eloi ; whence busses carried the platoons back to Rossignol Camp. There the Battalion 
remained until October 11th. 


. + © © © © & & # H h we eH He 


Meanwhile the Territorial Battalions had come back into the battle-area. After completing 
their period of rest and training in the back areas (d), the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire moved up 
by train (e) from Audruicq to Vlamertinghe and went into camp near by. The two Battalions 
remained encamped (f) until October 7th busily engaged in preparations for yet another attack. 


Another Battalion of the Regiment was now arriving in the Salient. Since the termination 
of the Arras battles, the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion had remained in the Arras area (g). For the most 
part the Battalion had been split up in small detachments, doing much useful work on defences 
and communications. From July 2nd to September 25th the headquarters of the Battalion remained 
at the camp west of St. Nicholas, a mile north of Arras, and the working detachments came and 
went to and from this camp. Shell-fire caused occasional casualties (2) but no event of outstanding 
importance occurred. 

On September 24th came orders to move to the north: the 63rd Division was under orders 
for the Ypres Salient. On the following day Battalion Headquarters moved from Arras to Ecoivres, 
where the various companies and detachments gradually collected. Then the reassembled Battalion 
marched to Hermin; where the pioneers remained resting and training for a few days. Then on 
October 3rd the 14th Worcestershire entrained at Tincques and were carried northwards to Hopoutre. 
For some days the companies lay encamped (i) near Poperinghe. Then orders came for the Pioneer 
Battalion to be detached from the Division and to be placed directly under the orders of the XIVth 
Corps Staff for work in the forward area ; and on October 8th Battalion Headquarters were established 
in a camp near (j) Elverdinghe. 


(a) Casualties, October Ist—3rd, 3 wounded. (6) 6 am, 

(c) By the 7th East Lancashire of the 56th Brigade. During that day 2/Lt. G. H. Formby was wounded. 

(d) Both Battalions in Schools Camp near St. Jans Ter Biezen from Ist September to 17th September then both 
Battalions moved by train from Abeele to Audruig and marched to billets, 1/7th at Lutkerque, and 1/8th at 
Recques. 

(e) 1/7th Worcestershire on 30th September, 1/8th Worcestershire on Ist October. 

(f) October Ist—5th Brake Camp. October 5th—7th Dambre Camp. 

(g) During most of July and August the Battalion was attached to the 31st Division. 

(h) Total casualties. July—Killed, 2 officers (2/Lt. F. S. Farmer on July 20th and 2/Lt. C. E. Smart on July 24th) 
and 5 men. Wounded one officer and 23 other ranks. Among the latter was Sergeant Kirkham, a splendid 
N.C.O , who was blinded by the shell which killed 2/Lt. Farmer. August—2 killed, 9 wounded. September— 
1 killed, 4 wounded. 

(i) October 3rd—Sth ‘‘ X '’ Camp on the Woosten Road. October 5th—8th Seaton Camp. 

Gj) Half-a-mile east of the village. 
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oa. 117 THE BATTLES OF YPRES, 1917. 


In front of them, the final preparations were being made for a new attack. ‘The battle on 
October 4th had carried the line forward through the mud to the outskirts of Poelcappelle. Now 
a fresh advance all along the line was to capture that village and push on towards the Passchendaele 
Ridge. 

The attack on Pcelcappelle itself was to be made by the 4th and the 11th Divisions; to 
their right the 48th Division, including the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire, would attack the enemy’s 
defences south of the Lekkerboterbeek ; to their left the 29th Division, including the 4th Worcester- 
shire, would attack up the valley of the Broembeek. Other Divisions would prolong the front of 
attack to right and left (a). 


The attack of the 29th Division was to be made at one of the worst points in all that water- 
logged battle-field, up the banks of the marshy Broembeek. The 88th Brigade was to attack up the 
northern bank while the 86th Brigade was to make a parrallel advance up the southern bank. So 
swampy was the ground that movement must necds be slow, and it was not probable that a continuous 
advance could be made. . So the attack was planned in three stages, with successive lines of objectives. 
After the line of each objective had been reached there would be a long pause, to enable entrenchment 
to be carried out and to give lagging troops time to come up into line. During that pause the 
artillery would put down a protective barrage two hundred yards in front of the captured line. 

The attack of the 88th Brigade was to be commenced by the 4th Worcestershire. The 
Battalion was to capture and entrench the First and Second objectives ; then the Newfoundlanders 
would come through and advance to the Third objective. The remainder of the Brigade would be 
held in reserve to meet counter-attacks. 


After six days rest in camp near De Wippe Cabaret, the 4th Worcestershire moved forward 
on October 6th to Rousel Camp west of Elverdinghe. Thence on the following evening the Battalion 
marched through heavy rain eastwards across the canal at Boesinghe and then along duck-bcards 
across the mud of the Pilckein Ridge to the front line. Battalion Headquarters were established in 
“Spring Farm ”’ and two companies took over the front-line trenches on either side of the railway 
embankment. The right-flank post of the Battalion was in Goed-ter-westen Farm, and the left 
about ‘‘ Japan House.” 

The relief was difficult, but it was completed before dawn (Oct. 8th) and it was then 
possible to examine the ground over which the Battalion was to attack. Patrols crept out and made 
their way forward from shell-hole to shell-hole down to the streams in front, where likely crossings 
were examined. Shells from the British guns tore incessantly overhead, but the enemy's reply was 
not heavy, and but few casualties were suffered. At midday heavy rain began and continued 
to pour down until the evening. 

As soon as darkness had fallen, preparations for the attack were busily made under the pouring 
rain. Battalion Headquarters moved forward from “‘ Spring Farm ”’ to a dugout by the railway line 
near “‘ Japan House,” the companies moved forward to positions near the front-line, tapes were 
laid out to guide the assembly (4), and soon after midnight the platoons began to form up for the 
attack. By 2.80 a.m. all was ready. There was only one failure in the arrangements; it had 
been intended that temporary bridges should be provided to span the stream, but those bridges 
were cumbersome loads and most of them could not be got up across the mud. It was only by 
dint of great exertions that one bridge finally reached the Battalion. 

One other preparation redounded greatly to the credit of the Quartermaster’s staff. Carrying 

_ parties struggled across the miles of mud bringing packs stuffed with hay, inside which were petrol 
tins filled with hot tea and rum. The hay helped to keep in the heat, and thus nearly every man 
of the Battalion had a hot drink before the battle (c). 


THE BATTLE OF POELCAPPELLE. 


Just as the first light of the October day showed through the rain the British guns opened 
the battle, and the two leading companies of the 4th Worcestershire advanced (d). They reached 
the stream ; and before the one available bridge could be got forward it was found that two of the 


(a) To the let the Guards Division and the French XXth Corps; to the right the 49th Division and 2nd Australian 
ivision. 

(b) The difficult work of marking out the assembly positions under heavy fire was carried out by a small party under 
the command of 2/Lt. G. S. Pegler. 

(c) In the case of one platoon the tea arrived just five minutes before “ zero.” 

(@} Led by Captain H. L. Grogan and Lieut. C. W. Morton, both of whom sct splendid examples of bravery. Lieut. 
Morton was wounded in the advance but refused to leave his company until the objective had been secured. 
Both officers were awarded the M.C. 
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PRIVATE DANCOX WINS THE VICTORIA CROSS. th Oct.1917, 


enemy’s foot-bridges were still intact. Some of the attackers crossed by those bridges, but most 
splashed their way across through the stream and through the muddy shell-holes on its banks. 
Germans, many more than had been expected, were found in the shell-holes near the stream ; they 
were killed or captured and the attack pushed forward. 

Behind the leading companies the two companies of the second line and also the first line 
of the Newfoundlanders followed closely, so closely that in that difficult ground the u.its became 
intermixed ; but all pressed forward with a will. Within half-an-hour, after dealing with several 
block-houses along the railway embankment, the attack had reached the first objeciive, marked by 
“Namur Crossing,’’ where a road, just recognizable, ran under the railway embankment. 

There the platoons commenced to entrench. Two hundred yards in front the protective 
barrage, a curtain of smoke and bursting shells, screened their extended line. 

In spite of that barrage the enemy’s fire was not yet mastered. One of the concrete block- 
houses in front of the line (a) had not been struck by the shells, and its machine-gun swept the line 
of the labouring troops with burst after burst of fire. Officers and men were shot down or were driven 
to shelter in the shell-holes. Musketry was useless against the concrete walls, and messages were 
sent back for trench-mortars to deal with the block-house. But before the mortars could be brought 
up the fire of the machine-gun suddenly stopped. A minute later every man within sight was on 
his feet cheering and laughing, for stumbling through the mud towards the British line came a little 
crowd of the enemy with hands raised in surrender, and behind them came a solitary British soldier, 
labouring along under the weight of a machine-gun—the machine-gun. The cheering grew as he was 
recognised : ‘‘ Dancox!” the troops shouted, “ Good old Dancox !” 


Private Frederick George Dancox (0), a stolid old soldier, had served with the Battalion 
throughout the war. For that day he had been detailed as one of a party of “‘ moppers-up,” intended 
to deal with isolated enemy strongholds such as that block-house. The mud aud the enemy’s fire 
had broken up his party, and Dancox found himself out in front alone. Nothing daunted, he pro- 
ceeded to attack the block-house single-handed. To approach its machine-gun from the front was 
impossible: behind and about the block-house our own shells were bursting. Carefully working 
round from shell-hole to shell-hole, Dancox ran the gauntlet of the bursting shells and reached the 
back wall of the block-house unobserved. 

With a bomb in his hand he walked through the doorway at the back of the block-house 
into the midst of the enemy. Surprised and terrified the machine-gunners surrendered. 

Holding his bomb ready to throw, Private Dancox backed out of the block-house, beckoning 
the Germans to follow. Once outside, he ordered his prisoners off to our lines: then, when he 
had seen them started on their way, he went again into the block-house and dismounted the machire- 
gun. He carricd the weapon back in triumph, and fired it himself throughout the rest of the day, 
in great good humour and aiid the laughing congratulations of all around. 

For that example of cool bravery Private Dancox was subsequently awarded the Victoria 
Cross. 

Other German strongholds met a similar fate. Private W. Harding likewise attacked a 
block-house, the eight occupants of which surrendered with a machine-gun (c). Lance-Corporal 
W. G.T. Pearse led a ‘‘ mopping-up’’ party and captured a German post firing from a shell-hole. 
A party of the Battalion signallers while laying a telephone wire discovered a German dugout which 
had been overlooked by the attack. Led by Lieutenant H. M. Clark, the signallers attacked the 
dugout and captured it’s occupants (a). 

Meanwhile Colonel Linton, ever in the thick of the fight, had moved his Battalion Head- 
quarters (¢) forward to a captured block-house near Namur Crossing. Soon afterwards the barrage 
began again to move forward. Behind the barrage, the two supporting companies advanced (f) 
to the second objective. With them was carried a trench-mortar. A block-house near the railway 
some three hundred yards to the front opened fire as the barrage lifted, and against it the trench- 
mortar was brought into action from the line of the stream. Four direct hits and an encircling 
advance (g) caused the surrender of its garrison, some thirty in all. 


(a) Apparently the solitary block-house midway between the railway and the stream (see plan). 

(6) Private Dancox was a Worcester man, born and bred in Worcester City. 

(c) Pte. Harding was awarded the D.C.M. (d) L/Cpl. Pearse was awarded the D.C.M. Lieut. Clark was awarded the 
M.C, 


(e) R.S.M. D. G. L. Morgan showed great bravery in reorganising the companies, consolidating the position and 
getting up ammunition. Ie set a splendid example, and was subsequently awarded the D.C.M. 

(Uf) One company was led by 2/Lt. G. S. Pegler, who showed great skill and determination in leading the platoons to 
their objective. He was awarded the M.C. 

(g) Headed with great determination by Sergt. A. Sanders, who was awarded the D.C.M. 
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Private Frederick George Dancox 


in the Battle of Poelcappelle. 
9th October 1917. 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday, in the possesion of the Regiment. 


“Holding Ins bomb ready to throw, Private 


Dancox ... ordered his prisoners off to our lines.” 


Ain 


roWwas broudit 


1, DANCE 


esti aitaer 
Clitert 


as 


ei ded Dee ews 


second objective 
thice handred wads te the fror 
mite action from the 


ree (g) Caused the surrender of ie waar ieee in all. 


we We 
vteat ioteruimgtion by Sergt. A. Sanders, whu was awarded the D.C.M, 


bse 


bal the atte 
CoD upwihdes 


vedich 


Tod, 


sans 


in 


foutids T 
weight 
“the tre 


| 


i 


te 


forward wr drt 
paowayelnb 


nett 


roa observed. 


Web 


THE VICTORIA CROSS. th Oct. 1:3, 


attackers crossed by those bridges, but most 


« thivugh the muddy shell-holes on its banks. 
+ tnd in the shell-hules near the stream ; they 


arse 2s 


will 


arvable, 


Ades 


v4 tapanics of the second line and also the first line 
veheriy that in that difficult ground the uits became 
Within half-an-hour, after dealir. 
the attack had reached the first ubjecave 
ran under the railway embankment. 


with several 
marked by 


lred yards in front the protective 


tended line. 
stered. One of the concrete block- 


nd its machine-gun swept the line 
nen were shot down or were dnven 
cnerete walls, and messages were 
efore the mortars could be brought 
ter every man within sight was un 
‘ards the British line came a little 
»m came a solitary British soldier, 
un. The cheering grew as he was 


, had served with the Battalion 
vparty of‘ moppers-up,”” intended 
The mud ai.d the enemy’s fire 


t alone. Nothing daunted, he pro- 


machine-gun from the front was 
vere bursting. Carefully working 
he bursting shells and reached the 


a he walked through the doorway at the back of “the bluck-louse 


\ Surprised and terrified the machine-gunners surrendered. 


Once ont-ide 


uepping-up ” 


orw, iad fo a pia 


AWMB aria: 


an them 


n showed Rie it 
mo Te set sy 


ltGs i 


ite is ready to throw, 


Private Dancox backed out of the block-house, beckoning 


we ordered his prisoners off'to our lines: then, when he 


Qostrenghedds met a sinilar fate. 


hom started on their way, he went again into the block-house and dismcunted the machire- 

carried the weapon back in triumph, and fired it himself throughout the rest of the day, 
ed humour and amid the Luin congratulations of all around. 

ior that exwmple of cool bravery Private Dancox was subsequently awarded the Victoria 


Private W. Harding likewise attacked e 
eecupants of which surrendered with a machine-gun (c). Lance-Compura: 


party and ase a German pust firing from a shell-hole 


2050) | 


we 
wt 


id 


wi 


wae awarded Ae Me 


line 


“Ho SE a SH: 


we Dnerrage, 


ue ea 


of the s 


InomigeA od3 to otaseesoq od3 ai wvebiloH hriedlid yd s1ud9iq oft mort 


294 


UteNG 


IIT. 


ston signallers wlaile laying a telephone Ra poieibie a German dugout which 
aby thy 83 
-XOORS BQ) 
Colonel Linton, Cver in the thick of the fight, ais Meee his Battalion Ticad- 
Gypssing. Soon afterwards the ban 
Wo supporting companies advanced 
mortar, A bluck-house near the mulway 
barrage lifted, and against it the trene:- 


5g vii ees attacked the 


Four direct hits and an® encarelins 


iock-honse midway berween the railway and the stream (see plan). 
reester man, beri and ted in Worcester City. 
sr ded the D.C.M. 


Lt yd Pearse was awarded the D.C.M. Lieut. Clark was av 
bravery in reorganising the companies, consolidating the po ft a aad 
‘oudnd example, and was subsequently awarded the 1.C.M 


showed great skill and determination in leading the pls: +5 to 


“ Holding his bomb ready to throw, Private 


Dancox . . . ordered his prisoners off to our lines.”’ 


Digitized by Google 


Oet.1917. THH BATTLES OF YPRES, 1917. 


Only Pascal Farm then remained to be Gcale with. The trench-mortar was shifted to Namur 
Crossing and thence bombarded the Farm, while platoons pushed in from the left flank. Twenty-five 
rounds trum the mcrtar were sufficient, and the garrison ot the Farm, about fifty in number, came out 
and surrendered. 

Thenceforward the advance met but little opposition, and by 9 a.m. the line of the Second 
objective had been secured. Again there was a long pause while the protective barrage burst in 
front of the line ; then the barrage moved on, and the Newfoundland Regiment went through to 
capture Cairo Huuse and the line of the third objective. 

Behind them the Worcestershire platoons worked hard, digging themselves into safety amid 
intermittent shell-fire. On the left the Guards were pushing forward towards Houthulst Forest, 
and away to the right Poelcappelle had been stormed by the 4th and 11th Divisions. 

The work ot consolidation went on until darkness fell; then the Worcestershire companies 
were relieved (a) and made their way back acrcss the battle-field and over the canal to camp near 
Elverdinghe. There, after breakfasts, the Battalion entrained and was carried back to International 
Corner north of Proven, whence the weary troops marched to Sarawak Camp to rest (0). : 

The losses totalled 7 officers (c) and 167 N.C.O’s. and men (d). On the other hand th 
Battalion had captuved more than 200 of the enemy, including 6 officers, together with five machine- 
guns. 


On the same day, a mile to the southward, the Territorial Battalions of the 48th Division 
had made their simultaneous attack, equally gallant but not equally fortunate. 

' . Tne ground along the Broembeek had been bad, but the morass of shell-holes which faced 
the 48th Division south-east of Poelcappelle had been even worse. To reach the front line, the 
troops had to make their way across the valley of the Steenbeck, and thence past the captured 
strongholds uf Vancouver and Springtield to the swamps of the Stroembeek and the Lekkerboterbeek. 
There the 143rd Brigade of the 48th Division had attacked on October 4th, and with great difficulty 
had captured nearly all their objectives. After that battle the line ran just in front of ‘‘ Adler’ 
and‘ Vacher ’’ Farms through the Cemetery to join the line of the 11th Division at “ Terrier Farm.” 
The attack of the 144th Brigade on October 9th was to be made from that line. The First objective 
included “ Inch Houses ” and “‘ Oxford Houses,” and the Second objective was a line drawn beyond 
Wallemolen and ‘ Berks Houses.” 


On paper such an attack might have appeared simple, but even the assembly for the attack 
was a matter of incredible difficulty. To make matters worse, the heavy rain on October 7th led to 
the postponement of che 144th Brigade’s move up to the line. Had the move been made early, the 
attacking iroops would have had twenty-four hours in the front line in which to rest and examine 
the ground. The relicf was postponed from the evening of October 7th to the evening of October 
8th; and that postponement proved must unfortunate. 

‘In preparation for that relief, the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire had marched forward on 
October 7th trom Dambre Camp to the canal bank north of Ypres. There the two Battalions lay 
in dugouts until the night (October 8th/9th) before the battle. Then in darkness and pouring rain 
the 144th Brigade moved forward. 


As planned, the attack of the Brigade was to be made with three battalions, the 1/7th 
Worcestershire, the 1/4th and the 1/6th Gloucestershire, in front line, with the 1/8th Worcestershire 
behind them in support. Tne latter Battalion followed the others to a support position at Spring- 
field, the scene of the batule of August 27th. Even that preliminary journey proved most tiring 
to the laden troops, but the further progress of the other three battalions was of an indescribable 
difficulty. The heavily-cquipped troops sank to their waists and to their arm-pits in the mud. 
Many such unfortunates were overlooked and were left there to struggle helplessly in rain and dark- 
ness under the enemy's fire. 

By dint of superhuman efforts the 1/7th Worcestershire and 1/6th Gloucestershire had all 
their platvons in position before dawn but further to the left the 1/4th Gloucestershire could not 
Teach their station in time. The last companies of the attacking troops had only just struggled up 
when the attack started, and they had to advance at once as best they could, having already been 
more then fourtecn hours under arms. 


(a) The two companies on the first objective were relieved by the 7th Lincolnshire. The two companies on the 
second objective were relieved by the Newfoundlanders. 
Relief was not complete until nearly 4 a.m. on the following day (October 10th). 

(t) For his able and fearless leadership in that battle, Colonel Linton was awarded a bar to his D.S.O. 

() 2 killed (2'Lts. W. W. McNally, M.C. and J. Sedgewick. 5 wounded including Lt. C. W. Morton and 2/Lt. R. E. 
Wilson, Capt. N. H. W. Saw, R.A.M.C. altached, was also killed. 

{4) 20 killed, 107 wounded, 40 missing. 
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BATTLE OF POELCAPPELLE. th Octuber 1917. 


Elaborately though the barrage had been timed, the struggling troops could not keep up with 
it. Soon they had been left far behind the curtain of shells, exposed to the enemy's machine-guns, 
which opened fire from many concealed positions among the shell-holes. 

On the right of the line, ‘‘B” and ‘‘C’’ Companies of the 1/7th Worcestershire attacked 
Adler Farm and the trenches just north of it. A protracted struggle raged around those defences (a), 
but eventually they were out-flanked and captured; some Zu of the enemy surrendered (b), 
another 50 were found dead, and nine machine-guns were taken. 

Then through the mud “‘ A”’ and ‘“‘ D’’ Companies ploughed their way forward and went 
through to attack Inch Houses and Wallemolen. Those strongholds, however, defied attack. Their 
machine-guns swept away everything to their front. The leaders of the two companies were shot 
down (c) and the advance came to a standstill. Reinforcements were asked for, and orders to 
advance were sent to the Brigade reserve, the 1/8th Worcestershire. 


The 1/8th Worcestershire, commanded by Major J. P. Bate, M.C., after reaching Springfield 
at midnight, had rested until the attack had started. Then the Battalion moved forward across 
the Strocinbeek to a position below the spur at Winchester Farm. By that time the enemy’s guns 
were putting down a heavy barrage along the line of the Stroembeck, and the rear company of the 
Battalion (‘ B’ Company) suffered severely (d). 

Bad as was the position on the right flank of the attack, that on the left flank was even worse. 
The attack of the 1/4th Gloucestershire had been stopped dead in front of ‘‘ Oxford Houses,’ and 
the first orders received by the 1/8th Worcestershire were to send help in that direction. At 7.5 a.m. 
““D” Company were sent forward to gain touch with the 1/4th Gloucestershire and attack Oxford 
Houses. ‘‘ D” Company advanced into line with the Gloucestershire platoons, but in that wilderness 
of shell-holes it was impossible to find the Gloucestershire headquarters and arrange a concerted 
attack. Attempts were made to dribble small parties forward and to use rifle-grenades against 
the hostile defences, but in the face of the enemy’s fire those attempts failed. 

At 11.30 a.m. came the messages already described from the 1/7th Worcestershire asking 
for assistance against “ Inch Houses,’ “‘ B’’ Company of the 1/8th Worcestershire advanced to 
their assistance, reached the support line of the 1/7th Worcestershire, pushed on past Adler 
Farm and came into action ; but no further advance was possible. The enemy’s fire was unsubdued 
and the British barrage also was bursting close in front. 

Clearly nothing could be done without more effective artillery support. Messages were 
sent back and, after the inevitable delay, a fresh attack was organised. ‘‘ A’’ Company of the 
itt Worcestershire was sent up to support ‘‘D” Company in a renewed attack on “ Oxford 

‘ouses,”’ 


At 5 p.m. “D” Company, collected and reorganised, got into position at ‘“‘ County Cross- 
Roads.” Behind them ‘“ A’’ Company followed in support. The artillery opened a barrage fire 
on ‘‘ Oxford Houses ’’ and ‘‘ D”’ Company advanced. 

The advance was met by machine-gun fire both from the front and from shell-holes on both 
flanks. Once of the two officers with ‘‘D’’ Company was shot dead and the other fell wounded. 
The Company gained some 70 yards and had nearly reached a German block-house when a fresh 
burst of machine-gun fire shot down most of the two leading platoons and forced the rest to cover 
in the surrounding shell-holes. 

The two surviving sergeants discussed the situation. They decided that the attack could 
still succeed if only some covering fire could be brought to bear on the machine-guns which were 
enfilading their advance. A corporal and two runners voluntcered to go back with this message, 
but they were shot down on their way back. 

The desperate situation was nearly retrieved by Private W. Chesterton (¢) who with a bomb in 
his hand crawled forward alone to attack the block-house. He actually got within a few yards of it 
and was on the point of throwing his bomb when he was seen and shot dead. His brave act so scared 
the enemy that they evacuated the bluck-house and ran back; but the flanking machine-guns stopped 
any attempt by “ D”’ Company to advance, and presently the Germans returned to their position. 


(a) The attacking troops were reorganised by Capt. T. C. F. Harris who led the final successful attack on Adler Farm. 
He was awarded the M.C. In the attack Company-Sergt.-Major J. N. Brooks led his platoon with notable 
initiative and determination and captured 9 prisoners single-handed. He was awarded the D.C.M. 

(8) Besides these it is recorded that “a large party of Germans from east of Adler Farm came out to surrender ; out 
men held up biscuits to them, but they went to the Division on the right.” 

(c) Every officer of ‘A’? Company was hit. Captain T. C. F. Harris, commanding “ B'’ Company, took command 
of ‘A’ Company and led them furward to the attack, (a) 1 killed, 20 wounded, 

(e) Of the 1/8th Battalion, 
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Then the enemy began to close round the remnants of “‘ D” Company, working forward from 1 /7 
shell-hole to shell-hole, and eventually the two sergeants decided to fall back. TH 
Meanwhile ‘‘ A” Company in support had drifted somewhat to the right and had come into 


line near the Cemetery. Messengers were sent out to right and left to gain touch with other troops ; & 
but no sure indication of the position could be obtained, the encmy’s fire became heavier, and 1 
at last the commander of “ A" Company decided to stup where he was and entrench, /8tn 


Thus ended the attack. On the right Adler Farm was securely held, but in the centre and 
on the left very little ground had been gained. During the night “C’’ Company of the 1/8th 
Worcestershire was brought up to the front line to replace the remnants of “ A” and “ D” Com- 
panies, which were ordered back to Springfield to act as Brigade reserve. That night, entrenchment 
was carried out as far as possible (a). Hot cocoa and rum were brought up (4). Losses were 
reckoned. In all, the 144th Brigade had lost about 800 of all ranks. The casualties of the 1/7th 
Worcestershire totalled 10 officers (c) and 212 N.C.O’s. and men (d), and those of the 1/8th Worcester- 
shire 3 officers (¢) and 109 N.C.O's. and men (f). 


Throughout the day of Octuber 10th the Territorial Battalions held their ground; then 
troops of the 9th Division came up in relief. The two Worcestershire Battalions were relieved by 
Highlanders (g), and struggled back through the mud to Irish Farm. Thence, after a drink of hot 
tea, the march was resumed across the canal to Siege Camp south of Elverdinghe. 

Next afternoon (October 12th) the two Battalions marched in driving rain from Siege Camp 
past Poperinghe back to Schools Camp near St. Jan-Ter-Biezen. The 48th Division was now bidding 
farewell to the Ypres Salient, and on October I4th the 1;7th and 1)8th Worcestershire marched to 
Hopoutre Siding and entrained for the South. 


Two days later the 4th Battalion also quitted the Salient. The 29th Division was moving 
back to rest and train, and before dawn on October 16th the 4th Worcestershire marched from Aru 
Sarawak Camp to Peselhock. There the Battalicn entrained and was carried southwards through 
Haebrouck to the pleasant country behind the Somme front. At 3 p.m. the Battalion detrained 
at Saulty Labret and marched to billets in Berles-au-Bois. There the 4th Worcestershire settled 
down to training which continued until the middle of the following month. 


The 14th Worcestershire had also borne a part in the battle of Poelcappelle. Headquarters 147H 
of the Pioneer Battalion had remained in their camp near Elverdinghe, but strong working parties 
had been sent forward. Some 200 men of the Battalion laboured throughout the day along the 
toad from Wijdendrift to Langemarck, and accomplished much good werk under heavy shell-fire 
which cost them several casualtics (A). 


While the heavy fighting had been in progress in the Ypres Salient, the Ist and 2nd Battalions 
of the Regiment had been resting and recuperating in the quict area of the valley of the Lys. East 
of the captured Messines Ridge, the British front line ran close in front of the ruins of Warneton, 
That sector of the front was cumparatively peaceful, save for shell-fire and occasional small enter- 
Prises. 
The Ist Battalion came into that area after the battle of Langemarck (i). The Battalion Ist 
spent the ensuing three months cither in the front line facing Warneton (J) or in billets and camps 
further back (A). 


(a) Throughout the day valuable work was done by the Adjutant of the 1/7th Worcestershire, Captain A. H. Butcher, 
who continually supervised the operations from advanced Battalion H.Q. He was awarded the M.C. 

(6) The Divisional Commander sent up two bottles of champagne to the officers in the front line; ‘ and the thought 
and action were much appreciated.” 

(c) Killed, Capt. KR. W. Hoare, Capt. W. Hancocks, 2/Lt. F. W. Gould, 2,Lt. H. J. Edwards and Lt. D.S. E. Milligan, 
R.A.M.C. Mortally wounded, 2/Lt. J. A. Ackworth. 

Wounded, Capt. W. C. Cassells, M.C., Capt. H.C. B. Brown, 2'L-t. HL. R. Felton, 2/Lt. A. F, Whorten. 

(d) 54 killed, 135 wounded, 22 missing. 

(e) Killed, Capt. H. S. Benjamin, 2/Lt. C. J. Beacham, Wounded, Lt. 1. G. Higman. 

(f) 15 killed, 85 wounded, 9 missing. (g) 7th Seaforths and 10th Argyll and Sutherland. 

(4) 3 killed, one officer (2.Lt. S. E. Couves) and 19 other ranks wounded. 

(1) After moving out of the Salient on August 20th, the Battalion spent five days in camp at Caestre and then moved 

, south by bus to ‘ Regina Camp "’ near Ploegsteert. 

(j) Battalion in front line, August 26th—September 3rd, Casualties---1 officer (2/Lt. J. C. Forsyth) and 4 men killed. 
1] officer (2/Lt. C. J. Masterson) and 8 men wounded. ptember 27th-—October 5th, 4 killed, 1 officer (2/Lt. 
C. H. Pritchard) and 8 men wounded. October 29th—November 2nd, 3 wounded. November 6th—10th, 2 
wounded. 

(k) September 4th—8th, Romarin Camp. Septcmber 11th-—18th, Bulford Camp. September 18th—27th, Deseule 
Camp. October 5th—J2th, Ked Lodge. October 12th—2sth, Descule Camp. November 3rd—Sth, Red 
Lodge. November 11th—13th, Romarin Camp. 
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No operation of any note was undertaken by the Battalion during that period, nor were the 
casualties heavy (a). 


The 2nd Battalion came into the Lys area in the middle of October. After the battle of 
the Menin Road the Battalion had rested for a week at Sercus, south of Cassel. On October 2nd the 
100th Brigade was inspected by the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Douglas Haig, who was pleased with 
the appearance of the Battalion and complimented Colonel Gogarty on the handling of arms. 

Three days later the 100th Brigade moved to a training area west of St. Omer. The 2nd 
Worcestershire marched through Renescure and the outskirts of St. Omer to billets at Salperwick, 
but hardly had they settled in when news came that the 33rd Division was to move at once to the line 
beyond Messines in relief of tired troops. The 100th Brigade turned back in their tracks. The 
2nd Worcestershire marched to Wizernes Station and were carried by train to Bailleul, whence the 
Battalion marched to camp just south of Neuve Eglise. There the companies lay quiet for a few 
days in Divisional reserve: then the 100th Brigade moved forward. The 2nd Worcestershire, 
marched eastwards on October 14th through Wulverghem over the Messines Ridge and relieved 
the lst Middlesex in the front line. 

The right flank of the trenches taken over by the Battalion was on the little river Douve, 
within half a mile of the sector which the Ist Battalion had been holding. Save for intermittent 
shell-fire all was quiet, and little of note occurred before October 18th, when the Battalion was 
telieved by the Ist Queen’s and moved back into support at Bristol Castle (6). On October 
22nd the Battalion moved back to Bulford Camp near Neuve Eglise. Two days later came orders 
for the Battalion again to move up to the Ypres Salient. 


In the Salient the great series of battles was still in progress. The Battle of Poelcappelle on 
October 9th had been followed by two days of comparative quiet ; but the end was not yet: both 
tactical and political considerations were urging the British commanders to continue the offensive 
until the higher ground further east had been secured. That high ground commanded both the 
Ypres Salient and also the level plain of Flanders further east. It was considered essential that, 
before winter finally stopped all possibility of movement, our attack should have gained the ridge 
on which stands the village of Passchendaele. 


PASSCHENDAELE (c). 


Fresh troops were brought up, more artillery was concentrated, and then on October 12th, 
a day of vile weather, the British Armies attacked again. Once again the attacking battalions 
ploughed forward through rain and mud against the block-houses and shell-hole positions of the 
enemy. Some little ground was gained on the slopes of the ridge of Passchendaele ; but on the 
whole the results of the attack were disappointing. 

No Battalion of the Regiment was actually engaged in that battle ; but behind the battle 
mee parties of the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion laboured at various tasks under heavy shell- 
fire (@). 


Then came a pause in the operations. The failure of the attack on October 12th showed 
clearly that more extensive preparations would have to be made if the Passchendaele Ridge was to 
be won. For a fortnight, the guns kept up a relentless bombardment, while the main energies of 
the troops in the Salient were devoted to the improvement of communications over the devastated 
battle-ground, the laying of cables and of duck-board tracks, the digging of gun emplacements and 
assembly trenches, and the countless other tasks necessitated by the complexity of modern war. 

On such tasks the pioneers of the 14th Worcestershire laboured incessantly. The enemy's 
guns did their utmost to destroy the works and the German shells caused frequent casualties. Night 
provided no respite from danger: for each night the enemy's aeroplanes bombed the camps and the 
works, and it was often with relief that the Pioneers proceeded from their “ rest camps ’’ to their 
daily labours near the front line. Not counting the losses in the two battles of October 9th and 
12th the casualties of the 14th Worcestershire from October Ist to October 25th totalled 11 Killed 
and no less than 91 wounded, a sufficiently eloquent testimony to their devotion and to the danger 
of their work. 


(2) See footnotes on preceding page. 

(b) Two companies (‘‘ A’ and “ B ”) were left in the forward area to support the Ist Queen’s who were weak in numbers. 

(c) The final phase of the Ypres offensive is officially divided into the First Battle of Passchendaele (October 12th) and 
the Second Battle of Passchendaele (October 26th—November 10th). 

(d) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, October 12th :—2 killed, 7 wounded. 
Casualties 14th Worcestershire, October 10th and 11th had totalled 3 killed, 1 officer (Lt. L. N. Jotcham) and 
three men wounded. On October 19th two subalterns (2/Lts. W. N. Miles and S, E, Couves) were wounded. 
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On October 24th the Headquarters of the Battalion were shifted forward from Elverdinghe 
across the canal to La Brique, just north of Ypres. To assist the work of preparation, whole 
battalions were being brought up from the quieter areas to furnish working parties in the Salient, 
and on the following day the 14th Battalion was joined at Ypres by the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment. 


Orders for the 2nd Worcestershire to move up into the Salient for duty as working partics 
had reached the Battalion on October 24th. Next day the companies were carried by lorries from 
Neuve Eglise to Ypres, and were quartered in a so-called “‘ camp ”’ outside the Menin Gate. That 
“camp,” which in reality was a collection of temporary shelters dug in water-logged ground, was 
not capable of protecting the troops from a rain-storm on October 26th; and after much misery 
two of the companies were moved into the ruins of the old cavalry barracks inside the city walls. 


That same day, October 26th, witnessed the opening of the final attack on the Passchendaele 
Ridge. To the working parties of the 2nd and the 14th Worcestershire the commencement of the 
battle meant simply that the enemy’s shell-fire grew even heavier than before. The camps near 
Ypres were easily spotted, and were shelled daily by long-range high-velocity guns (a). 

The enemy aeroplanes also made great efforts to hamper the British advance by nightly 
bombing of railways and dumps. The full moon of the night of October 29th gave the airmen an aid 
of which they took full advantage, and Ypres and its surroundings were heavily bombed. The 2nd 
Worcestershire fortunately suffered no loss, but a big bomb wrecked a hut in the camp of the 14th 
Worcestershire just north of the city, killing 5 men and wounding 14. Another bomb struck an 
ammunition dump, and disaster was only averted by the prompt action of Lieutenant G. A. Porter- 
field. The dump was burning, and shells were exploding in all directions, but the subaltern, heedless 
of his own peril, threw water on to the fire until at last it was extinguished (0). 


The battle was still in progress on November Ist, when orders came that the 2nd Worcestershire 
would be replaced by the 4th Suffolk. On the following day that relief took place, and the 2nd 
Worcestershire returned by bus to Neuve Eglise (c). 


The fighting on the Passchendacle Ridge dragged on for a fortnight, with alternate attack 
and counter-attack through the heavy mud. At last, on November 6th, Passchendaele village 
was captured by the Canadians. During the next three days a little ground was gained beyond it 
and the enemy's counter-attacks were beaten off. Then at last the long struggle at Ypres came to 
anend. The end was not at once apparent to the troops, for the gun-fire did not cease and orders 
were issued again and again for a fresh attack ; but those orders were successively postponed and 
countermanded, and November 10th is now accepted as the closing date of ‘‘ Ypres 1917.” 

Throughout that fortnight of battle the working parties of the 14th Worcestershire (@) 
laboured continuously behind the lines, with continual losses from shell-fire, gas, and bombs (e). 


One other Battalion of the Regiment was under fire in the Salient during that last battle. 
After the battle of Broodseinde on October 4th no attacks had been made south of the Menin Road ; 
the heavy fighting had all been north of the Road and, save for shell-fire, the line to the southward 
was quiet ; along the Bassevillebcek the front was still held by the 19th Division, including the 10th 
Worcestershire. 


After a week of rest at Rossignol Camp the 10th Worcestershire had moved forward again on 
October 12th to dugouts on the Spoil bank of the canal near “‘ The Bluff.’”. Northwards a big battle 
was in progress (f) and the enemy’s artillery sent shells crashing all about the British reserve positions 
as the companies settled down. Otherwise the front along the Bassevillebeek was quiet, so quiet 
that it was decided that the whole Divisional line could now be held safely by one Brigade. So 


(a) Captain H. G. Roberts and several of his men were hit by shells bursting actually in the camp. 

(6) Lt. Porterfield was awarded the M.C. 

(c) Complete figures of the casualties suffered by the working parties of the 2nd Worcestershire during the 2nd Battle 
of Passchendaele are not available, but in the last two days of their work in the Salient (November Ist and 2nd) 
they lost 1 killed and 1 wounded. 

(d) The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division to which the 14th Worcestershire properly belonged, was engaged in the final 
battle on the Passchendaele Ridge, and the Worcestershire Pioneers then worked under the orders of the 
Divisional C.R.E. Previously the Battalion had been directly under Corps Headquarters. 

(e) Total casualties 14th Worcestershire, October 26th—November 10th :—18 killed, 2 officers (Captain H. G; Roberts 
and 2/Lt. A. Hennel) and 72 other ranks wounded. 

(/) The First Battle of Passchendaele (see footnote on previous page). 
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(a) The Battalion relieved both the 8th Gloucestershire and the 10th Royal Warwickshire. 


FRANCE AND FLANDERS, 1917. Oct.—Nav. 1917. 


the 57th Brigade’s frontage was extended, and when the 10th Worcestershire filed forward two 
days later to relieve the troops in the line, the front taken over (a) extended from the canal on the 
right round the whole face of the hill to “‘ Top House.” That front was held by three companies 
with one company in reserve in “ Imperfect Copse.’’ Battalion Headquarters were in a dugout by 
the railway near “ Fusilier Wood.” 

Such an extended position entailed much strain on the troops, and tours in the line consequently 
were short. On October 17th the Battalion was relieved by the 8th Gloucestershire (b) and moved 
back to the previous position in support. Two days later the 57th Brigade was relieved and the 10th 
Worcestershire moved back to Bois Confluent behind St. Eloi, where the Battalion was accommodated 
in Norton Camp. 

Thence on October 26th the 10th Worcestershire moved back to a hutment camp near Kemmel 
and carried out training till November 4th; then the routine was repeated ; the Battalion took 
over the same forward position from the canal to ‘‘ Top House’ on November 4th and held it for 
three uneventful days (November 5th—7th) (c), followcd by two days in the reserve position at the 
Spoil Bank and then a night in the Bois Confluent. After that the 19th Division moved back out of 
the line to rest and train, and the 10th Worcestershire were carried back by bus to billets at Moolen- 
acher near Merris. On November 12th the 10th Worcestershire entrained at Caestre and were carried 
westwards through Hazebrouck to Ebblinghcin. A short march took the Battalion to their destined 
rest billets at Blaringhem. 

* * * * * * * * + * * 


After the capture of Passchendaele the troops which had borne the brunt of the battle were 
relieved by Divisions which had been recuperating in quieter sectors. Among these latter were 
both the 8th and the 33rd Divisions which were brought up to the battle-ground (d) from the Lys 
area, and thus in the middle of November both the Ist and the 2nd Battalions of the Regiment came 
to the Passchendaele Ridge. 


The 8th Division moved first. On November 13th the 3rd Australian Division took over the 
line in front of Warneton and the Ist Worcestershire marched back to De Seule Camp before proceed- 
ing north. On November 15th the march to the Salient was begun ; the Ist Worcestershire marched 
to billets near Vieux Berquin and thence on the 17th to Caestre. There the companies entrained and 
were carried through Poperinghe to Ypres. Thence the Ist Worcestershire marched northwards 
across the devastated ground of the Salient to a camp near St. Jean. Two days later (19th) the 
Battalion moved forward to the line. Leaving camp at 2 p.m. the companies trudged forwards 
along duckboards across the mud over the old front lines, on over the Hannebeek and the Gravenstafel 
Ridge, and up the swampy hollow of the Broembeek. Long after dark (e) the platoons of the Ist 
Worcestershire struggled through heavy mud past the ruins of Passchendaele, and relieved on 
the further slopes the Regiment’s old comrades of the 2nd Lincolnshire. 

Dawn showed the devastated arca in allits repulsiveness. The troops in the front line crouched 
in a series of muddy shell-holes roughly entrenched ard partially connected. The enemy’s gun-fire 
was heavy and unceasing, and casualties were frequent (f). Orders were to advance the line when 
opportunity occurred, and in accordance with these orders the posts in the front line were pushed 
forward every night from shell-hole to shell-hole. In the course of those operations several encounters 
with enemy parties took place, and on the night of November 20th a sharp little fight in mud and 
Tain resulted in the capture of a brace of prisoners. 

On the night of November 22nd the Battalion was relieved on the forward slope by the Ist 
Sherwood Foresters, and moved back into a support position in dugouts and captured blcck-houses 
behind the ridge. Next night the 24th Brigade was relieved and the Worcestershire marched back 
to camp by St. Jean. On November 29th the Battalion marched back through Ypres and Vlamer- 
tinghe to camp east of Poperinghe. On the following day the Brigade moved to the back areas for 
training. The Ist Worcestershire moved by train from Brandhoek to Wizernes and marched to 
billets at Longuenesse. There training was carried on during the next three weeks. 


In the meantime the 33rd Division had taken over the line immediately to the right of the 
8th Division, and as the Ist Battalion of the Regiment moved back from the Passchendaele Ridge 
the 2nd Battalion moved forward to the same area. 


(b) Casualties October 14th—17th. Wounded, 2 officers (2/Lt. J. M. H. Storr, 2/Lt. — Brice), and 12 men. 

(c) Casualties November 4th—9th. Killed 1, wounded 3. 

(d) The Divisions relieved by the 8th and 33rd Divisions were the 3rd and 4th Canadian Divisions. 

(e) The relief was complete by 10 p.m. On the previous day 2/Lt. F.C. Perrett had been wounded. 

(f) November 20th—Iilled I officer (2/Lt. B. H. Stcele) and 3 men, wounded{2 officers (Capt. I. T. Pritchard, Lt. L. G. 
Hepstead) and 13 men. November 2Ist—Killed 6, wounded 2 officers (Capt. N. H. Stone, 2/Lt. F. H. 
Hudson) and 26 men. November 22nd—Killed 12, wounded 1 officer (2/Lt. G. Lambert) and 5 other ranks, 
missing 5. 
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After returning to Neuve Eylise the 2nd Battalion remained there in camp until November 

7th. Then the Battalion moved torward to support trenches on Vimy Ridge, and then on the 
evening of November 11th took over from the Ist Queen’s the front line trenches north of the river 
Douve. 
‘ The Battalion held those trenches for three quiet days (a): then the 5th Australian Division 
relieved the 38rd Division. After dark on November 15th Australian infantry came tiling up to the 
trenches to relieve the 2nd Worcestershire. The Worcestershire platoons marched back to Bulford 
Camp. 

id On November 16th the Battalion marched westwards to Locre and two days later moved 
north by buses to camp near Brandhuek. ‘There the command of the Battalion was taken over by 
Lt, Colunel L. C. Dorman, M.C. (6). 

On November 24th the lovth Brigade moved forward into the Ypres Salient. The 2nd 
Worcestershire, marched through Ypres and out at the Mcr.in Gate, to camp at Lancer Farm, near 
Potijze, close to the camp of the Ist Worcestershire ac St. Jean. 

At that camp the companies remaincd for four days, finding working parties for various tasks 
in the neighbourhood. On November 29th the Battalion moved torward across the battle-ficld to a 
support position at Scine Farm. Thence on the last day of the month the 2nd Worcestershire moved 
forward up the slope to Passchendacle and over the crest line to the front line immediately east of 
the ruins of the village, a short way scuth of the position which the Ist Worcestershire had just left. 

The 2nd Battalion held those trenches for four days, in slightly less discomfort than the 
Ist Battalion had previously experienced. The weather was a little better and the enemy’s fire was 
not so heavy; although a fierce outburst was provoked on December 2nd by a minor operation 
attempted by the troops to the left. On the night of December 3rd the 2nd Worcestershire were 
relieved and moved back into a support position near Seine Farm. On December 5th the 100th 
Brigade was withdrawn into reserve and the Znd Worcestershire marched back across the battle- 
field to camp at St. Jean (c). Next day the Battalion was cariied back by train to Brandhoek. The 
Battalion lay there in camp for a few days befure moving further back by march route through 
Poperinghe and Watou to billets near Winnizecle. 

A few days before that, the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion of the Regiment had at iast quitted 
the Salient. The close of the heavy fighting had made htile difference to the work of the Pioncers, 
who continued to labour in small dctachinents scattered about the battle-field. The encmy’s 
artillery was still active and drew a constant toll of casualiies (d). Not until December 3rd was 
the Pioneer Battalion released from labour in the Salient. The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, 
after a period of rest and training, Was moving into the line furchcr south, and the 14th Worcestershire 
which had been separated from the Division (e) for several wecks, was ordered to rejoin its command, 

The Pioneer Battalion reassembled in billets at Puperinghe on December 3rd and, after a 
few days of refitting and reorganisation, marched to Peselhcek Station on December 10th and 
entrained for the suuth (/). 

* * * * * * * * * * * 


The 3rd Worcestershire had been holding trenches near Bethune, one of the more peaceful 
sectors of the line, since the beginning of October. 

After completing a period of training near Burbure, the 7th Brigade had taken over the 
front line at Festubert. The 3rd Worcestershive marched forward from Burbure on October 4th 
and after dark on the following day relieved the 17th Middlesex (z) in trenches just east of Le 
Plantin. The left flank of the Worcesicrshire abutted on the Portuguese, for the southern half 
of the Lys valley, then esteemed the most peaceful sectur of the whole British front, had now been 
entrusted to the troops of “ our Ancient Ally.” 

The trenches held by the Battalion were abavrmal in extent, the total front held being over 
2000 yards, but the eneiny were very quict (#). It was anticipated that the Festubcrt trenches would 
prove wet in the coming winter, but in October they were comfortable and dry. 


(a) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire, November 11th—I4th. Killed 1, wounded 1 officer (2/Lt. A. T. Williams) and 3 men. 
(b) Colonel Gogarty having been selected for the new Staff in Italy. 
(c) ae 2nd Worcestershire, Dec. Ist—5th included 3 officers wounded (2/Lts. W. B. J. Hill, C. W. Rogers and 
. J. Roden). 
(d) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, November 7th—December 3rd, 7 killed, 47 wounded. 
(e) When the 63rd (R.N.) Division was sent back for rest and training after the 2nd Battle of Passchendaele the 14th 
Worcestershire were attached successively to the Ist and the 2nd Divisions. 


(f) For good work during the operations in the Salient, Lieut-Colonel C. C. H. O. Gascoigne was awarded the D.S.O. | 


Captain H. C. Maben and Lieut. H. Gascvigne were awarded the M.C. 

(c) Of the 6th Brigade. 

(4) Casualties, 3rd Worcestershire, October 5th—November 10th, 3 killed, 6 wounded, also Lieut. J. M. Metcalfe 
wounded on November Ist. 
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From October 6th till November 10th the 3rd Worcestershire and the 10th Loyal North 
Lancashire alternately held that same trench line (a). When out of the line the Battalion was 
posted either in support at Windy Corner (8) or in reserve in Gorre (c). 

November luth was a notable day in the history of the 3rd Worcestershire, for on that date 
the Battalion was transferred from the 7th Brigade in which it had served throughout the War. 
It had been decided to transfer the 2nd Royal Irish Rifles from the 25th Division to the 36th (Ulster) 
Division. Being thus left with only three Regular battalions (d) in his Division, General Bainbridge 
decided to distribute them one to each Brigade, and transferred the Worcestershire to the 74th 
Brigade in the place of the Irishmen. The 3rd Worcestershire had served with the 7th Brigade 
continuously for six years in peace and war, and the transfer caused much regret. In the afternoon 
of November 10th, after bidding farewell to their old comrades of the Ist Wiltshire, the Worcester- 
shire marched from Windy Corner southwards to Annequin. There the Battalion came into the 
support position of their new Brigade, which was holding the line south of the La Bassee canal. 

On November 16th the 3rd Worcestershire moved forward and relieved the 11th Lancashire 
Fusiliers, the right battalion of the 74th Brigade, in the trenches facing Auchy astride the railway 
line, the very trenches from which the 2nd Battalion had made their great raid in July 1916. Once 
more the 3rd Worcestershire were next to Portuguese troops, for a Portuguese battalion was attached 
to the 25th Division for instruction, and held trenches immediately to the left. The 3rd Worcester- 
shire moved back into support at Annequin on November 23rd (e). and three days later went into 
Teserve at Beuvry. 

Before dawn on November 30th the Battalion again went into the front line, and before the 
day was out the Worcestershire had a real fight. At 2.30 p.m. the enemy’s guns suddenly opened 
a heavy bombardment, and half an hour later an enemy raiding party tried to rush the trenches 
of the left hand company. A sharp bombing fight followed, in which Captain A. W. Vint and 2/Lieut. 
W. N. Bretell with a small party of bombers attacked the enemy and drove them out. One of 
the enemy was killed. On our side 2/Lieut. Bretell was severely wounded. 

A second attack made after dark was easily repulsed by fire before the raiders could reach 
our trenches. 

The damage done to the trenches by the enemy’s artillery was considerable and was increased 
by another futile attempt next day. All ranks were ruefully anticipating weeks of work in repairing 
the damage when news came of impending relief. Next evening (December 2nd) the 3rd 
Worcestershire handed over the battered trenches to the 1/5th Leicestershire (of the 46th Division) 
and marched back to billets in Labeuvriere. Thence on December 4th the Battalion marched 
to Chocques, and entrained for the South. 


On leaving the Ypres Salient the two “ First-Line” Territorial Battalions moved down to 
a part of the front on which they had not previously served, the Vimy Ridge (f). That famous 
Ridge, on which the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment had fought so hard in 1916 (g), had been captured 
at the beginning of the Arras battles, and in the autumn of 1917 our front line was nearly two miles 
east of the heights, and lay close to the outskirts of Lens. 

To that line the Territorial Battalions came at the end of October. After detraining at 
Ligny-St-Flochel (4) on October 14th the two Battalions marched to billets, the 1/7th Worcestershire 
at Aubigny and the 1/8th Worcestershire further west at Penin. 

Next day the 144th Brigade marched westwards through Cappelle-Fermont and Acq to 
camp at Villers-au-Bois, and the Territorial soldiers had their first distant view of the Vimy Ridge. 
The 1/7th Worcestershire marched forward on the following day (October 17th) and once more came 
under gun-fire ; for, as the 1/7th Battalion reached their allotted quarters in ruined Neuville St. 
Vaast, two great shells came screaming down from the skies and struck close to the leading platoon. 
Fortunately neither exploded. The platoons of the 1/7th Worcestershire dispersed to dugouts (1) 
in the tangle of craters and trenches which ran in every direction about the demolished village— 
those very trenches and craters in which the 3rd Battalion had battled. 


(a) Battalion in line, October 5th—10th. 17th—23rd. 29th—November 5th. 

(b) October 5th—17th and November 5th—10th. 

(c) October 23rd—29th. 

(d) 3rd Worcestershire and Ist Wiltshire in the 7th Brigade, 2nd South Lancashire in the 75th Brigade (see page 132). 

(e) Casualties, November 16th—23rd, 1 killed, 3 wounded, also 2/Lt. C. L. de Hinds—slightly wounded. 

(f) Soon after leaving the Ypres Salient the command of the 1/8th Battalion was changed. Lieut.-Colonel H. A. 
Carr, D.S.O. was transferred to reorganize a badly depleted battalion of another regiment. Major (afterwards 
Lieut.-Colonel) H. T, Clarke took over the 1/8th Battalion and remained in command during the rest of the 
War, with Major J. P. Bate as 2nd-in-Command. 

(e) See pages 155 to 158. 

(4) The 1/7th Battalion detrained 10 a.m., 1/8th Battalion detrained 4 p.m. 

(t) 1/7th Worcestershire relieved the Canadian 31st Battalion. 
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02,—Nov.1917. THE TRENCHES BY THE VIMY RIDGE. 


In front of them the 1/8th Worcestershire and 1/4th Gloucestershire had moved up by train ; 
and after dark those two battalions filed forward through the communication trenches over the Ridge 
to the front line on the further side, where the 1/8th Worcestershire relieved the 27th Battahon 
of Canadians. 

The Canadians had held Vimy Ridge since their victory in April, and they had planned and 
dug the defences on the eastern side with characteristic excellence (a). The trenches were as strong 
as could be desired, dry and very comfortable, well equipped also with trench-tramways and with all 
facilities for bringing up supplies and taking back wounded. 

To troops brought straight from the sloughs of the Salient such positions were bliss itself, and 
the memory of those trenches lasted long afterwards, prettily named as they were after famous 
ladies of the stage. ‘‘ Gladys Cooper’ and “‘ Teddie Gerard ”’ formed the main line of resistance, 
with “ Billie Burke” and ‘‘ Gaby” further forward. “‘ Gertie Millar,’ the support position, was 
still more comfortable, but best of all was ‘‘ Peggy Kurton,” a cleverly arranged trench junction up 
to which the tramway brought supplies: “the nicest place we ever knew in the trenches.” (6). 

The 1/8th Worcestershire held the trenches during four quiet days, (October 18th-2lst), each 
company having two platoons in the front line and two behind in “ Teddie Gerard.” On their 
left the 1/4th Gloucestershire held ‘‘Gladys Cooper.” Then, after relief by the 1/6th Gloucestershire(c), 
the Battalion filed back over the Ridge and took over the shelters at Neuville St. Vaast, from the 1/7th 
Worcestershire. That Battalion then moved forward over the Ridge into “‘ Gertie Millar.’ The 
dispositions of the Brigade were then altered, one battalion alone holding the whole front system, 
its front being extended to cover both “‘ Teddic Gerard” and “‘ Gertie Millar.” When the 1/7th 
Worcestershire relieved the 1/6th Gloucestershire on October 25th that extension of the front allowed 
the companies to be accommodated with comparative luxury. Behind them the 1/8th Worcestershire 
took over the support position. 

At midnight of October 26th/27th the enemy opposite attempted a small raid against the 
left of the line, where ‘‘ D ’’ Company’s trenches formed a tempting salient ; the attack was beaten 
off with slight loss (d@), one of the enemy being left dead. Next day a more dramatic incident 
occurred. A British aeroplane, cut off from its flight and overwhelmed by foes, was driven down 
and crashed in ‘“‘ No Man’s Land,” a short distance in front of the trenches of “ A’’ Company. The 
subaltern nearest in the front linc, Lieutenant J. Parkes, gallantly dashed out and, under a hail of 
bullets, helped the dazed pilot in to safety. Scarccly had they reached the shelter of the trenches 
when German guns began to shell the wrecked aeroplane, which soon was smashed and burnt. 
General Fanshawe, the Divisional Commander, came up to the front line later in the day and con- 
gratulated Lieutenant Parkes on his brave act (e). 


On October 29th the 1/8th Worcestershire took over the front line, and the 1/7th Worcester- 
shire moved back over the Ridge to Neuville St. Vaast. Thence on October 31st the headquarters 
of the 1/7th Worcestershire moved to Mont St. Eloy and the companies were dispersed on working 
parties. 

The 1/8th Worcestershire held the line from October 29th till November 2nd. Several 
patrol incidents marked that tour, for the brilliance of the moonlight—that same bright moonlight 
which, further north, was bringing the German aeroplanes to bomb the 2nd and 14th Battalions 
at Ypres—led to many enterprises. Two subalterns out in ‘‘ No Man’s Land”’ were hit during the 
first night, one of them being mortally wounded (f). 

Two nights later (November Ist/2nd) ‘‘C’’ Company attempted a raid from the salient on 
the left flank. The raiding party, twenty strong, crept unobserved across ‘‘ No Man’s Land” and 
entered the enemy’s front line. The front line was found empty; but strong German_ patrols 
advanced from the supporting trenches to cut off the raiders. A wild fight ensued across the open. 
Eventually the enemy were beaten off and the raiding party regained our lines (g). 

Next night (November 2nd/3rd) the 144th Brigade were relieved and moved back into 
Divisional reserve. After relief, the 1/8th Worcestershire marched back to Neuville St. Vaast. 


During the next week the two Battalions remained employed on working parties about the 
Vimy Ridge. Then on November 10th the 1/7th Worcestershire again moved to Neuville St. Vaast. 
The 144th Brigade was taking over the line for the last time, and the 1/7th Worcestershire moved for- 
ward on the night of November 13th over the Ridge into “ Gertie Millar’ and “‘ Peggy Kurton.” 


(a) Canadian Divisions were much better supplied, and had more technical troops.than corresponding British formations. 

() “* Whoever Miss Peggy Kurton may be (and one is sure that she must be very fair) there is one heart at least that 
adores her for the memory of that pleasant place ” (‘ War Story of the 1/8th Battalion ’). 

(c) Casualties 1/8th Worcestershire October 18th—22nd, 1 wounded. 

(d) 1 officer (Capt. P. Carter, M.C.) and 6 men wounded. (e) Lieut. Parkes was awarded the M.C, 

{f) 2/Lt. A, Wiston wounded, and 2/Lt. R. W. Stevens mortally wounded. (g) Casualties, one killed, 
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The Battalion lay in those support positions for two days, but already it was known that relief was 
at hand. A Canadian officer came up that night to “ look around,” and on the evening of November 
15th the Canadian battalions, fresh trom the hard-won victory of Passchendaele, came up to take over 
once more the trenches they had made. The 1/7th Worcestershire were relieved in “‘ Gertie Millar" 
by the Canadian 28th Battalion, while behind the Ridge another Canadian battalion took over the 
shelters at Neuville St. Vaast from the 1/8th Worcestershire (a). 

After the relief, the two Worcestershire Battalions moved to Mont St. Eloy. There the 
144th Brigade concentrated and marched back on the following day to Villers-au-Bois. 

The 48th Division was now moving back from the line, and on November 17th the Territorial 
Battalions marched westwards, by Mingoval and Bethonsart to the area behind Frevillers, where 
the 1/8th and 1/7th Worcestershire found quarters respectively at Ostreville and Monchy Breton. 

Meanwhile joyful rumours, gradually strenghtening into certainty, were running round the 
ranks, that the 48th Division was to move to Italy. Presently orders to that effect were received (b). 
All was then a bustle of preparations, with much drawing of fresh clothing and equipment, and with 
endless inspections of kit and accoutrements in preparation for the move. 

All was in readiness when definite orders for the move were issued. On November 22nd 
the 1/8th Worcestershire and ‘“‘ D’’ Company of the 1/7th Worcestershire marched to Tincques and 
entrained. Two days later the remainder of the 1/7th Worcestershire followed in their track. The 
companies entrained and were carried southward through the night in jolting cattle-trucks on their 
way to Italy. 


Southward of the Vimy Ridge, the ‘‘ Second-Line”’ Territorial Battalions had been experiencing 
a rather more strenuous warfare in the line east of Arras. 

After detraining at Arras on September 19th (c) the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire had 
marched westwards to billets at Simencourt. There the Battalions rested for two days while 
arrangements were made for the relicf of the troops (d) in the line. 

On September 23rd the two Worcestershire battalions marched to a camp near Arras, rested 
there for one night, and then moved forward to the trenches (e). 

The 2/8th Worcestershire went into the front trenches just below the crest of Greenland 
Hill, on the northern bank of the River Scarpe ; a height which more or less corresponds to the 
similar height of Monchy-le-Preux on the southern bank. * The 2/7th Worcestershire took over the 
support positions behind the next crest line, some 1200 yards further back. 

The two Battalions held those trenches for ten days (f), changing over positions on the night 


“of September 30th. On the night before that relief a very heavy bombardment caused apprehension 


of a hostile attack ; but our artillery reply prevented any such attempt. 

On October 4th both Battalions were relieved and moved back to camp near Arras. Ten 
days later [October 16th] they both moved forward again, this time to the right flank of the 
61st Division's front. The 2/7th and 2/7th Worcestershire took over respectively (g) the front and 
support trenches close to the River Scarpe. There the front line protected the famous Chemical 
Works, which had been the scene of very heavy fighting during the previous May and June, while 
the support line was over a mile away, behind Fampoux. 

After five quiet days (h) the two Battalions exchanged positions. Then preparations were 
made for a joint raid by the 2/7th Worcestershire and the z/4th Gloucestershire. The raiding 
parties of the two battalions were to attack the enemy’s trenches on each side of the railway line, the 
Worcestershire being on the southern and the Gloucestershire on the northern side of the railway. 


The raid was made in daylight. At 2.30 p.n. on October 24th the British guns suddenly 
opened an intense fire for twenty minutes. Then they stopped firing, leaving the enemy’s guns to 
vainly reply. At 3.50 p.m. the British artillery again broke out with intense fire. That time it was 
in carncst, and the two raiding parties left their trenches and dashed forward. 


(a) It is pleasant to record that the Territorials atterwards received a warm letter of thanks from the Canadian Division 
for the work they had done. 

(b) Orders reached the Division on November 10th, but considerations of secrecy delayed the general announcement 
for some ten days, and orders did not reach the troops till November 21st, one day before the move. 

(c) 2/7th Worcestershire detrained 7.30 a.m. 2/8th Worcestershire detrained during the night 19th/20th and reached 
Simencourt 3.30 a.m. 20th. (d) 17th Division. 

(e) The 2, 8th Worcestershire relieved the 7th East Yorkshire in the front line, while behind them the 2/7th Worcester- 
shire took over the support positions from the 7th Green Howards. For the area of these operations see map 
facing page 253. = 

(f) Casualues 25th September—S5th October. 2/8th Worcestershire, 1 killed, 18 wounded. 2/7th Worcestershire, 
7 wounded. (g) From the 2/5th and 2/6th R. Warwicks. (A) Casualties, Oct. 15th—23rd. 2/7th 
Wore, 2 killed, 2 wounded. 
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The Worcestershire raiders, fifty strong under Captain H. Goodwin, were met by a sharp 
machine-gun-fire from the right flank, which compelled them tu advance by short rushes from shell- /7tH 
hole to shell-hole. Undeterred, they reached the enemy’s wire and found it still uncut. Wire- 
cutters got to work while the remainder of the party opened fire on the hostile trench. Sergeant & 
B. Salt shot down three of the enemy and then cut the way through the wire to the German parapet. 
In the trench many of the enemy were found dead. An identificatiun was obtained (a) and two 
machine-guns were captured. After a sharp fight up and dow the trench the raiders withdrew. 2/8tn 
It was impossible to bring back the captured machine-guns, but one of them was wrecked with 
explosives. 

: On regaining the trench, Sergeant Salt was told that some of his men were lying wounded 
n “No Man’s Land.” Undeterred by intense machine-gun fire from every direction, the brave 
Sergeant went out twice, and each time brought back a wounded man (4). Nevertheless, when 
losses were counted, it was found that five were missing, including one of the officers, 2/Lieut. H. V. G. 
Robinson ; of the remainder eleven were wounded. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire in the support trenches were heavily shelled during that raid (c) 

but otherwise were not engaged. 


After that affair the line was quiet for some time(d). The two Battalions exchanged positions 
on October 28th and again on November 3rd. On November 7th when the 2/7th Worcestershire were 
in the line, a small party of the enemy attempted to raid asaphead. After ashort fight they were 
driven off, two of their number being captured (e). 

On November 9th the two Worcestershire battalions once more moved back into billets in 
Arras, whence they were engaged for some days on working parties. 

Raiding activity had not ceased, and on November 15th the 2/8th Worcestershire sent forward 
a party to carry out a raid from the lines of the 182nd Brigade against the enemy’s trenches on 
Greenland Hill. The party selected for the enterprise, three officers and 54 N.C.O’s. and men, 
had been specially trained and careful preparations had been made. 


Before dawn that morning two scouts, volunteers for the work, crept out into shell-holes in 
“No Man’s Land.” They watched the line in front all day, and at dust crawled forward, recon- 
noitred the enemy's wire and pegged down thin wires leading back from gaps which had been torn 
by our guns in the enemy’s detences. 

The raiding party, commanded by Lieut. A. T. Butler, moved up from Arras. After dark 
the raiders filed into the trenches and carefully deployed in front of our line. At 7.20 p.m. the 
British artillery opened fire ; the German guns replicd against our front line, but the raiders avoided 
most of this by at once advancing. One of the subalterns, 2/Lieutenant F. W. Fry, was wounded 
in the leg but insisted on going on with the attack. 

Thanks to the careful work of the two scouts, the gaps in the wire were easily found. The 
raiders filed through and rushed the enemy’s parapet as soon as the guns lifted their fire. 

The attacking force had been subdivided into three parties. The left party, led by the wounded 
2/Lieutenant Fry, encountered a German party led by an officer. There was a hand to hand 
fight ; the German officer was bayonetted by a sergeant of the Worcestershire, and the enemy fell 
back along the trench, fighting stubbornly until all of them were killed. 

The right-hand party, led by Sergeant V. F. Clarke, found the enemy’s trench almost obliterated 
by our shells. A half-buried machine gun was captured, and such of the enemy as were above 
ground were quickly dealt with. Some of the enemy took refuge in a deep dugout. After a sum- 
mons to surrender, a large bomb was thrown down the steps. A great explosion followed and the 
dugout fell in, burying its occupants. 

In the centre the main party led by Lieut. Butler himself, with 2/Lt. W. Hall, had secured the 
enemy’s front line ; and when, shortly afterwards, the enemy attempted a counter-attack across 
the open they were easily repulsed by rapid fire. 

Then orders were given to withdraw, and the raiders fell back across the open, bringing 
with them one surviving wounded prisoner (f). Lieutenant Butler was the last to re-enter our 
_ trenches (g). 


a) Which showed the enemy to be the 457th Regiment. 

(5) Sergeant Salt was awarded the D.C.M. Captain Goodwin, commanding the raiders was awarded the M.C. 

(c) Losing one killed and one wounded. 

{@) Casualties, October 15th--November 9th. 2/8th Worcestershire, 9 wounded. 2/7th Worcestershire, 2 killed, 
8 wounded, and 1 officer (2/Lt. J. Willmore) and | man missing. 

(e) The 2/7th Worcestershire lost 1 killed. 

(f) Four were captured, but three were killed by shells on the way back. The enemy were again the 457th Regiment. 

(g) The casualties totalled 4 killed and 12 wounded, the latter including 2/Lt. Fry. The gallant Sergeant Clarke 
unfortunately died of his wounds four days later, but before he died was awarded the D.C.M.  Lieut-Butler 
and 2/Lt. Fry were both awarded the M.C. 
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After that little success the two Worcestershire battalions remained in Arras until November 
21st. Then the 183rd Bngade again took over the Greenland Hill front and the 2/8th_and 2/7th 
Worcestershire respectively went into the front and support lines. 


Meanwhile news had spread all along the front that a great battle was in progress further 
south near Cambrai and that a striking success had been gained. To assist those operations, gas and 
smoke were discharged from the front line and the British artillery at Arras redoubled its activity. 
The enemy retaliated fiercely, but otherwise no operation of importance was attempted, and the 
two Battalions remained in their trenches until November 28th. Then Scotch troops of the 15th 
yeaa came up to take over the line and the two Worcestershire battalions marched back to 
Arras (4). 

here news came that the 6lst Division was moving at once to the new battle-area, and 
in the early hours of November 30th the two Battalions entrained at Dainville to join the British 
forces before Cambrai. 

* * * * * *+ * * * 


The operations at Cambrai had been planned originally as a local attack, designed to effect 
a breach in the Hindenburg Line by a surprise. It was hoped to confuse the enemy and to draw 
in his reserves, thus preventing them being transferred to the Italian front. 

Tanks were to be the distinctive feature of the attack. To ensure that element of surprise 
which was the essence of the plan there would be no preliminary bombardment: the battle would 
be opened by a sudden advance of large numbers of tanks to break the enemy's defences. 

Behind the tanks, six British Divisions (6) would attack on a front from Gonnelieu to 
Havrincourt. Behind those Divisions other troops would be in reserve, ready to push through 
and continue the attack when the first line had been breached. Among those reserves was the 29th 
Division, including the 4th Worcestershire. 


The 4th Worcestershire had been busily training since the middle of October from billets 
at Berles-au-Bois. In the second week of November the final stages of that training took the form 
of carefully prepared rehearsals for the operation allotted to the Division in the forthcoming battle. 
The detailed plans had already been drawn up; and the 88th Brigade practised many times the 
crossing of a canal in co-operation with tanks. 

The 29th Division moved forward on November 17th. The 4th Worcestershire marched 
through Monchy-au-Bvis and Adinfer, entrained at Bois-le-mont and were carried southwards to 
Peronne, and thence marched to billets at Moislains. After a busy day of preparation for battle 
the 88th Brigade marched north-eastwards after dark on November 19th through Nurlu and Fins 
to billets in Sorel-le-Grand. 


The area of operations which the 4th Worcestershire had now entered was that same land of 
bare ridges and steep narrow valleys over which the lst Worcestershire and the Territorial Battalions 
had operated in the Spring of the year. From the crest at Vaucelette Farm, which the Ist Battalion 
had then held, long spurs run northwards to the valley of the Escaut. Between two of these spurs 
lies a ravine which shelters the villages of Gouzeaucourt, near its head, and of Villers Plouich half- 
way along its length. In that ravine was the allutted assembly position of the 88th Brigade. 

The route to that assembly position was reconnoitred during November 19th, the day before 
the battle. Night fell, final preparations were made, and all settled down to rest. 

Midnight came. Fifteen minutes later the troops were roused and a hot meal was served 
out in the darkness. At 2.3u a.m. the 88th Brigade assembled and marched forward through thick 
mist over the ridge to Gouzeaucourt, and thence to the appointed assembly position in Farm ravine 
near Villers Plouich. There the Brigade lay close behind the trenches of the 20th Division. 


THE BATTLE OF CAMBRAI, 1917. 


The first light was filtering through the mist when, at 6.10 a.m., the attack began. That 
attack was unlike any previous battle. Through the mist came a low rumble to right and left as 
more than three hundred tanks rolled forward. Behind them followed the troops of the attacking 
Divisions. Ten minutes later the British guns opencd fire. Then the 4th Worcestershire moved 
forward into the vacated front line trenches near Villers Plouich. 


(a) Casualties November 2Ist—2¥th. 2/7th Worcestershire, Nil. 2/8th Worcestershire, 2killed, Capt. S, A Godsall 
and 8 men wounded. 
(6) The l2th, 20th, Gih, 51st, 62nd, and 36th Divisions in that order from north to south. 
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tuk Noo.1917. THE BATTLE OF CAMBRAI. 


The enemy's artillery fire was not very severe. The companies settled into position without 
loss and tor several hours remained inactive, awaiting the order to advance, while past them came 
little herds of prisoners and an intermittent trickle of wounded. 

The battle in front was going well. The First and Second lines of the German defences had 
been over-run, and the ground beyond them was being cleared. At 10.30 a.m. a bugle call gave 
the signal for the 88th Brigade to advance. 


Orders were that the 29th Division should complete the breaking of the enemy’s defences by 
the capture of the German reserve position. ‘The three Brigades of the Division had been detailed 
for separate objectives. ‘The 87th Brigade in the centre was to take the village of Marcoing ; on 
the lett tlank, the 86th Brigade was to attack the hill above “ Nine Wood”; and on the right flank 
the 88th Brigade was to force a crossing over the canal at Masnicres. 

The 4th Worcestershire advanced across the captured trenches and down the long slopes to- 
wards the canal. From the start the operation did not proceed quite as planned. The troops of 
the 2uth Divisiun, elated by their victory, had pushed on beyond their original objective—an advance 
which caused sume confusion. The Ist Essex who should have led the Brigade, became diverted 
to the left (a). The 4th Worcestershire, moving straight on the given compass-bearing, came level 
with the Essex and passed them. Save for random bullets the Battalion thus far had met no 
opposition. 

The slopes were covered with scattered troops of the 2uth Division and with tanks reorganising 
after their success. The leading companics of the 4th Worcestershire pushed forward rapidly and 
soon reached their objective, the Lock over the canal half a mile south-east of Masnieres. The two 
companies crossed the Lock, seized the trenches beyond it near the Sugar Factory and organised 
them for defence. One of the two supporting companics wheeled to the nght and formed a defensive 
flank to protect the crossing: the other company wheeled to the left to seize Les Rues Vertes and 
the bridge beyond (6). A party led by 2nd Lieutenant J. Cowherd tried to rush the bridge, but were 
stopped by machine-gun fire at short range. 

Four tanks had been attached to the 88th Brigade. One of those tanks came up at full speed, 
passed the Worcestershire platoons and rushed at the bridge. Under a hail of fire from the further 
bank the tank reached the bridge and rolled up on to it. “There was a rending crash and the bridge 
collapsed, carrying the tank with it into the stream beneath (c). 

Thus checked, the Worcestershire platoons (d) at the bridge took cover and fired across 
at the enemy on the further bank. Presently the Ist Essex and znd Hampshire came up to Les 
Rues Vertes. The Hampshire swung to the right, crossed the canal at the Lock, pushed through the 
position gained by the Worcestershire beyond the canal and captured the hostile trenches on the 
slope east of Masnieres. Meanwhile the Newfoundlanders had crossed the canal to the west of 
Masnieres and a concerted attack on the village was made. Masnieres was obstinately defended, 
and confused fighting lasted throughout the middle of the day. 

At 2.0 p.m, Colonel Linton, commanding the 4th Worcestershire, went forward across the 
canal to see the situation for himself. On his way back, while crossing the Lock, he was shot dead 
by a German sniper. 


The death of Colonel Linton was a disaster for the Battalion. Fearless though he was under 
fire, and ever in the midst of his men in battle, he had, nevertheless, through good tortune and cool 
judgment, enjoyed an immunity which had produced a belief, almost superstitious, that he was 
invulnerable. ‘‘ I didn’t believe when I heard it; I didn’t think the Colonel could be hit,’ said 
many an old soldier. The esteem which his ability, his fairness and his consideration, had brought 
him, was most touchingly demonstrated in the days which fullowed ; at the moment the loss of his 
strong leadership left the Battalion without a head, and crippled it’s action. 


Colonel Johnson of the Hampshire took command and organised a defensive position with 
the Worcestershire companies from the Sugar Factory to Mon Plaisir Farm on the right. Then with 
the reserve companies of the Hampshire he resumed the attack on Masnieres. 

The attack on the village proceeded throughout the afternoon, while the Worcestershire 
held their position to the eastward, ready to repel any attempt to reinforce it; but no organised 
attack was made. 


(a) That diversion seems to have been due to hostile blockhouses, which, according to the Divisional account, delayed 
the other three battalions of the 88th Brigade for three-quarters of an hour. 

(5) In the plan this bridge had been the objective ot the Ist Essex who still were delayed on the left flank. 

(c) It appears that the bridge had already been partially blown up by the enemy. 

(4) Under the command of 2/Lt. Cowherd, who held his ground with great bravery throughout the day. He was 
awarded the M.C. 
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At 4.0 p.m. a squadron of cavalry came trotting down the slopes from the southward to the 

4TH Lock. They were Canadians, the Fort Garry Horse, and the Worcestershire lads cheered them 

heartily as they rode forward past their trenches, cantered up the slopes beyond and vanished over 

the ridge towards Rumilly. It had been part of the plan that a large cavalry force in rear should 

pass through when the enemy’s defences had been broken ; it was hoped that those bold horsemen 

were only the advance guard of a host ; but no other mounted troops followed the adventurous 
Canadians (a). 


Night fell and still bombing and rifle fire went on among the houses of Masnieres. Many 
of the houses were burning and their flames lit up the surrounding slopes. Eventually orders came 
for a company of the Worcestershire to join the Hampshire in the village. One company was sent 
in, led by 2nd Lieutenant A. Parry, and that company helped the Hampshire in the sharp fighting 
which continued throughout the night. By dawn (Novcinber 2Ist) the last of the enemy had been 
bombed into surrender, and the village was cleared (b). The trenches north of Masnieres were 
then secured. On the Icft touch was gained with the 87th Brigade, who had captured Marcoing 
and had established a position north of the canal. Further to the left the 86th Brigade had carried 
the left flank of the 29th Division beyond Nine Wood to Noyelles. 


During the rest of that day (November 2Ist) the 29th Division stood fast. Officers and men 
were exhausted and no fresh reserves were at hand. At 11.0 a.m. the enemy attempted a strong 
counter-attack from the north-east ; but that movement was easily stopped by artillery and machine- 
gun, before the enemy troops came within range of the rifles of the 4th Worcestershire. 


For another two days the 4th Worcestershire remained in the same position steadily 
improving the defences. Then the Divisional Line was reorganised: the Battalion was relieved 
by the Guernsey Light Infantry after dark on November 23rd, and marched back without loss over 
the canal and westward to quarters in the cellars of ruined Marcoing (c). 

The 4th Worcestershire remained quartered in the cellars ot Marcoing until the evening of 
November 25th. On that day Major B. C. Senhouse Clarke came up and took over command, 
and after dark the Battalion moved forward. 

The 88th Brigade was relieving the 86th Brigade on the left wing of the Divisional front. 
The 4th Worcestershire, as reserve to the Brigade, relieved the 2nd South Wales Borderers in the 
second line of defence, their trenches extending eastwards from Marcoing Railway Station. 


All was now quiet on the front of the 29th Division, but away to the left heavy fighting had 
been continuing since the opening day of the battle. Some four miles to the north-east the high 
ridge of Bourlon Wood dominated the battle-field, and around that ridge a fierce struggle had taken 
place. The height was not yet securely in our hands, despite a week of heavy fighting ; fighting 
which was not yet at an end. 


After three days of work on the trenches under intermittent fire, the 88th Brigade were 
relieved ; the 2nd South Wales Borderers took over the reserve trenches and the 4th Worcestershire 
filed back into the quarters among the ruins of Marcoing. There throughout November 29th the 
troops enjoyed a much needed rest. 

The 29th Division was then disposed as follows. The front line from “‘ Mon Plaisir Farm’ 
to the canal near Noyelles was held by two Brigades, the 86th Brigade on the right and the 87th 
Brigade on the left (¢). The 88th Brigade was in reserve under cover in Marcoing ; in Marcoing 
also was the reserve Battalion of the 87th Brigade, the Ist K.O.S.B. Of the Divisional artillery 
one Horse Artillery Brigade (e) was in Vacquerie Valley between Bonavis and Welsh Ridge. Two 
more Brigades of Field Artillery were in the valley east of Welsh Ridge, just north of Couillet Wocd. 
A battery (f) pushed forward from one of those two Brigades was near the cross-roads at the foot 
of the slope just south of Marcoing. General de Lisle’s headquarters were in a quarry on the slope 
east of Gouzeacourt. 


(a) The remainder of the cavalry never reached the battle-front. The Canadian squadron, after most gallant work, 
eventually had their horses shot, and made their way back on foot, safely reaching our trenches. 

(b) 2/Lt. Parry was awarded the M.C. 

(c) Casualties, 4th Worcestershire, November 20th—23rd_ Killed 2 officers (Lt.-Col. C. S. Linton, D.S.O., M.C., and 
2/Lt. S. T. Dixon) and 9 men. Wounded, 2 officers (Lt. J. N. Bendyshe, 2/Lt. R. H. New,) and 37 men. 
Missing 14. For his good work as Staff Captain to the Brigade during those three days of battle, 2/Lt. J. 
Lunn was awarded the M.C. 

(d) The dividing line between the Brigades was the Masniercs-Cambrai Road. 

(e) Technically this was a ‘‘ Horse’ Brigade, its personnel being mostly K.H.A. although rearmed with Field guns. 

(f) “C” Battery 232nd Brigade R.F.A. : 
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Meanwhile the enemy were preparing a counter-stroke. No warning of any attack reached Aru 
the troops (a) of the 29th Division; but great activity of the enemy's aeroplanes was noted on 
November 29th and during the day the enemy's artillery heavily bombarded the whole front ; 
especially the ruins of Masnieres. 


The night of November 29th/30th was spent by the 4th Worcestershire in the cellars of 
Marcoing. The sleep of the troops was disturbed by the crash of great shells in the ruins over their 
heads, and by several alarms of gas. As dawn broke, the enemy's gun-fire increased in intensity. 
Everything was obscured by a thin mist. 


At 9.0 a.m. came a sudden alarm and urgent orders. On the right the enemy had broken 
through the 20th Division. General de Lisle’s headquarter’s had been surprised. The troops in 
teserve in Marcoing would move out at once in readiness to make a counter-attack. Even as the 
orders arrived, a big shell crashed into the buildings close by Battalion headquarters. 

The five battalions in Marcoing turned out as swiftly as they could, and were hurried to the 
southern end of the ruined town. Before they were clear of the houses, shells came raining down 
upon Marcoing. On every side buildings were collapsing under the bombardment, and many men 
of the hurrying platoons were struck down by the falling ruins. 


As the companies debouched into the open near the Chapel of the Virgin they were met by 
bursts of fire from machine-guns. The mist was lifting, and figures could be seen moving on the 
height above ; the enemy were already in possession of Welsh Ridge. The German advanced 
troops were actually at the foot of the slope not two hundred yards away, where they had already 
captured the Field Battery near the cross-roads. 

Before the attack a fatigue party from the 4th Worcestershire had been at work near the 
southern end of the town. The labouring troops had been completely surprised by the attack, 
coming as it did from a totally unexpected direction ; but the soldiers seized their rifles and prepared 
to resist. Corporal J. Kendal collected a party of some twenty men, disposed them quickly for 
defence, met the advancing enemy with rapid fire, and held his ground until reinforced by the 
deployment of the troops in Marcoing (8). 


The orders sent to the 4th Worcestershire had been to take up a defensive position in the 
sunken road on the southern edge of Marcoing Copse. Away to the right flank the Ist K.0.S.B. 
would work up the most westerly road just above Couillet Wood. Between those two battalions 
the 2nd Hampshire would make an attack against Welsh Ridge. The Essex and Newfoundlanders 
would be on the left flank behind the Worcestershire. 

Such were the orders, but actually the rapidity of events prevented any such ordered attack (c). 
The troops as they debouched from Marcoing found the advancing enemy close to their front, and 
came into action pieccmeal. A confused fight followed at the southern end of the town. One 
Worcestershire platoon encountered a large party of the enemy who were mounting a machine-gun. 
Before the machine-gun could come into action Corporal W. G. Daley ran forward alone to attack 
it. Firing rapidly, he shot down several of the gun team and the rest gave way (d). 

Similar encounters took place everywhere in the thinning mist, and the issue depended on the 
skill and courage of individual leaders (e). 

Companies of different units became intermingled ; but eventually a firing line was formed 
by intermixed troops of all five battalions across the foot of the slope. Then the counter-attack 
began. The lost battery was recaptured (f). The Ist K.O.S.B. worked up the sunken road on the 
Tight flank of the attack and eventually established a satisfactory position on the high ground. 


(a) The attack had been foreseen by the Staff but occurred earlier than was expected. 

(b) Corpl. Kendal was awarded the 1).C.M. 

(c) Major Senhouse Clarke had actually been reading that order to his company commanders in his cellar at Marcoing 
when the urgent call came to turn out at once. There was no subsequent opportunity to co-ordinate plans 
and the subsequent fight was a breathless business, dependent on the leading of individual commanders. 
It is perhaps worth noting that the counter attack was made in a direction which could not have been foreseen 
or previously considered. 

(d) Corpl. Daley was awarded the D.C.M. 

(¢) Notably good work was done by C.Q.M.S. A. Avery, who collected some 50 stragglers and led them to the attack. 
Tater an whe day he collected another similar party and brought them up as reinforcements. He was awarded 
the D.C.M. 

(f) One of the guns in this battery was subsequently brought into action by a private of the K.O.S.B. 
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4 That movement took some little time, and it was not until 11.0 o’clock that all was ready. 

TH = Then the Brigade attacked (a) and swept across the face of the slope in one irregular wave of fighting 

men, driving a disordered mob of the enemy back across the spur into Vacquerie Valley. On the 

crest line west of that valley the Brigade was called to a halt, and the troops started to entrench a 
defensive line. 

Up to that line came straggling some surviving gunners of the Horse Artillery Brigade in 

Vacquerie Valley, who after a splendid fight at short range had been forced to abandon their guns (c). 


German aeroplanes then came into the fight, swooping low over the firing-line and raking 
the open slopes with the fire of their machine-guns. A solitary British aeroplane which opposed 
them was driven down and crashed in flames just behind the firing-line of the 4th Worcestershire. 
But neither the swooping aeroplanes nor the enemy’s close fire from the opposite ridge (d) could 
drive back the troops of the 88th Brigade. They clung to their hasty entrenchments on the slope 
and prepared to meet any further attack. No further attack was actually made against their position : 
the enemy concentrated instead on an attack against Masnicres. 

Around Masnieres, on both banks of the canal, the front line of the Division had been repulsing 
attack after attack. The 86th Brigade in particular, although attacked in front, flank, and rear, 
had held their ground with a courage beyond praise. 

On the right flank, troops of the 20th Division had established a line along the crest of Welsh 
Ridge, and the position there seemed fairly safe. 


After dark the fighting died down, but through the night all remained on the alert, suffering 
much from hunger and thirst ; for neither food nor water were brought up. The line was sorted 
out and reorganised, with the K.O.S.B. on the right of the Worcestershire, the Essex on the left 
and the Hampshire in support. Near the canal bank in the valley were the Newfoundlanders, 
who had helped the 86th Brigade to recapture Les Rues Vertes. 


Next day (December Ist) no attack was made against the front of the 88th Brigade, but on 
their left the 86th Brigade in Masnieres withstood a terrific bombardment and assault. 

One company of the 4th Worcestershire carried out a small enterprise during the day. Three 
German light machine-guns, whose crews had been shot down, had been left abandoned close in 
front of our line. A daring little party secured them, and brought them into our trenches. Apart 
from that episode and from a fierce exchange of fire across the Vacquerie Valley the day passed 
without incident, so far as the 4th Worcestershire were concerned. 

Away on the right flank continuous heavy gun-fire showed that the position was still critical. 
There fresh British troops had been brought into the battle to meet the enemy’s renewed attacks. 
Among those fresh troops was the 6]st Division, including the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire. 


2/7 The two ‘ Second-Line ” Territorial Battalions, after their train journey from Arras, had 
arrived at Bapaume about 11.0 a.m. on November 30th. As they detrained they were met by news 
& of the German attack. All around was great excitement and some confusion. 
Orders had been issued that the Glst Division was to move up at once in support of the 
?/8tn threatened front, and presently a long column of motor buses arrived. The Territorials were 
carried forward in those busses to Ruyaulcourt. There they debussed ; and after half-an-hour of 
waiting, the 183rd Brigade marched forward to Metz, and then turned to the left into Havrincourt 
Wood. There the Territorial Brigade took over a bivouac camp which a Brigade of the Guards 
Division had left that morning. 

The 6Ist Division had in fact reached a position in rear of the Guards Division which, after 
retaking Gouzeaucourt at midday, were then heavily engaged around Gonnelieu. No further 
orders came before dark, and the troops remained under cover all night—a night of heavy gun-fire 
and many alarms. : 


The battalions of the 183rd Brigade lay in Havrincourt Wood all day of December Ist, 
listening to the roar of the battle in front. After dark came orders to advance. The Brigade would 
reinforce the hard-pressed 20th Division. 


(a) 3 German officers and 20 men of the 99th Regiment were killed just south of Marcoing Copse. The K.O.S.B. on the 
right captured 50 of the same regiment in the sunken road. 

(0) At 12.30 p.m. according to K.O.5.B. diary. 

(c) At 10am, Note. Colonel Burne, commanding this (XVth) Brigade and some 20 “ infantry "’ made a local 
counter-attack at 1.0 p.m., recaptured his Brigade Headquarters, and destroyed the confidential papers. 

(a) The German machine-guns on the Bonavis ridge kept up a constant fire at a range of little more than 400 yards. 
Major Senhouse Clarke, who exposed himself constantly during the reorganization of the line, had his coat 
pierced by five bullets, none of them, fortunately, effecting more than a graze, 
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The 20th Division, which stood immediately on the right of the 29th Division, had been 
driven back from its front line with heavy loss, and was with difficulty holding on to the crest line 
of Welsh Ridge above Gonnelieu. The 183rd Brigade marched forward at 6.0 p.m. to Villers Plouich 
and then filed up the slope to the front line. The night was fairly quiet save for occasional gun-fire 
and the soaring lights. The original intention of the Brigadier had been to hold the front line at 
La Vacquerie with three Battalions, from right to left the 2/7th Worcestershire, the 2/4th and the 
2/6th Gloucestershire, keeping one Battalion, the 2/8th Worcestershire, in reserve. But when the 
line was reached the troops of the 20th Division were found to be so exhausted that the Brigadier 
decided to prolong his front, sending forward two companies from his reserve battalion to extend 
the left flank. 

The position allotted to the troops was not discovered without difficulty. The 20th Division 
had been driven back to the captured Hindenburg Line, a tangle of broken concrete trenches. 
Fighting during the day had resulted in the loss of Gonnelieu ; and the right flank of the line had been 
bent back at a sharp angle. The line of the Brigade thus formed a pronounced salient, of which 
the apex was held by the two Gloucestershire battalions. The 2/7th Worcestershire held the 
southern flank of the salient, facing towards Gonnelieu. The 2/8th Worcestershire were on the 
northem flank. “A” and “B” Companies, had come up into line on the left of the 2/6th 
Gloucestershire. Their front ran along a sunken road just east of the captured Hindenburg trenches. 
“C” company was in close support. “D” company and Battalion headquarters were_behind 
La Vacquerie in a redoubt known as ‘‘ Corner Work.” 


Thus disposed, the Brigade awaited the dawn; and with the dawn (December 2nd) the 
enemy’s attack was renewed. German bombing parties worked up the slopes from Vacquerie 
Valley along the communication trenches, and attacked the eastern face of the salient in the first 
dim light. On the left, the 2/8th Worcestershire repulsed all attacks, but near the angle of the 
salient the enemy succeeded in establishing a foothold at two points in the line. 

Two more attacks followed at intervals of half-an-hour. Then as the daylight grew the 
attacks died away ; but the enemy’s artillery fiercely bombarded the position on the ridge, the fire 
growing heavier as the day wore on. 

Midday passed. At 3.0 p.m. the enemy’s artillery fire increased to an intense barrage and 
behind it dense waves of German infantry came flooding forward to the attack along the Bonavis 
ridge. All along the British line rifles and Lewis guns opened fire. Many of the enemy fell, but the 
temainder broke into the angle of the salient and struggled to fight their way up the trenches. A 
furious bombing fight followed, which ended eventually in mutual exhaustion. The enemy retained 
possession of the apex of the salient, and the two Gloucestershire battalions formed defensive flanks 
inwards, their lines meeting in the village of La Vacquerie. 

Further to the left the enemy attack broke into the front line of the 2/4th Gloucestershire 
and 2/8th Worcestershire. After sharp fighting the front line companies of the 2/8th Worcestershire 
retired on their supports, reorganised, and then after dark pushed forward and regained their original 
line (a). Their losses during the day had been severe, including 5 officers (0). 

On the right of the Brigade line the 2/7th Worcestershire had not been attacked and lost only 
a few men wounded by shell-fire (c). 

The 2/5th Royal Warwickshire then came up to reinforce the 183rd Brigade. They were 
sent up to the left of the Brigade line, in relief of the 2/8th Worcestershire. The Wercestershire 
battalion was withdrawn into reserve, except “D” Company, under Captain G. Pritchard, who 
together with one platoon of ‘“‘ A’ company under Capt. C. W. Holcroft remained in ‘“‘ Corner 
Work.” Further back the other three companics (4) took up position in the old British7front line 
between ‘‘ Welsh Road” and “ Village Road.” 


By daylight (December 3rd) the relief was completed and the 2/5th R. Warwickshire had 
taken over the front line. An hour later a fresh attack began. Again came an intense bombardment 
followed by dense waves of infantry. After a hard fight, the two Gloucestershire battalions were 
overwhelmed and the enemy pushed on through the ruins of La Vacquerie. Beyond that village 
their further progress was checked by fire from ‘‘ Corner Work.” A fierce and prolonged struggle 
followed around that redoubt. The garrison of ‘ Corner Work,” Worcestershire and Warwickshire 
lads inter-mixed, maintained all day a most gallant resistance in the redoubt and in the trenches 


(a) The line was re-occupied without opposition, the enemy having withdrawn. 

(0) All the sergeants of “ A’ Company. In‘ B” Company the same sergeant who had survived on August 27th was 
again the only one unwounded. Captain R. H. Stallard behaved with great bravery in the retirement and 
remained in command for a long time after being severely wounded. 

() December Ist, 2 wounded. December 2nd, 4 wounded. 

(@) “B" and “D" Companies and “ A Company less the platoon which remained with Capt. Holcroft in ‘* Corner 
Work,”’ where also were some of the Battalion Headquarters personnei of the 2/5th R. Warwickshire. 
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around. Captain G. Pritchard M.C., a very brave officer, was killed early in the fight, and thence- 
forward the defence was conducted by Captain Holcroft. 

Lieutenant H. M. Adams set an example of courage, leading parties again and again to 
reinforce threatened points. Corporal W. Chilton and Lance Corporal F. W. King did conspicuous 
good work, using their Lewis guns with great effect in-the teeth of a fierce bombardment ; but the 
enemy continued to gain ground. 

The German bombers worked up the communication trenches on either flank occupied “ Corner 

2 Support ” and closed in on the garrison from the rear. Death or capture seemed certain, and the 
/8tn officers burnt their maps and papers (a) ; but the defence was stubbornly continued in the hope that 
help would arrive. (6). 

Orders had meanwhile been sent to the 2/8th Worcestershire in rear to send up a company 
to support the threatened post. ‘“‘C’’ Company, commanded by Lieutenant E. S. Mitchell was 
ordered up into the fight. The right direction for that advance was obscure, for the enemy's shells 
were smothering the trenches in front with smoke and fumes. A brave subaltern, 2nd Lieutenant 
S.S. Jackson went up with a small patrol through the barrage to reconnoitre the best line of approach. 
Having found the way he returned and led forward the company. Thus guided, “ C” company 
advanced up the slope, deployed, and attacked the enemy in Corner Support. After a short fight “ C a 
Company cleared that trench and at 2.15 p.m. joined hands with the garrison of ‘‘ Corner Work.” 

To support that attack, a similar advance was made by the reserve company of the 2/7th 

2/77TH Worcestershire, who throughout the morning had remained in their trenches, expecting attack and 
suffering several casulaties from shell-fire. One of the Battalion stretcher bearers, Private J. Cox, 
showed conspicuous courage in going out through the shell-fire to the wounded, dressing their 
wounds and bringing them back to shelter. : 

The counter-attack could not progress beyond ‘‘ Corner Work.’ The enemy were holding 
La Vacquerie in force, and thcre were not sufficient troops to attempt to recapture the village. So 
it was decided to accept it’s loss and to consolidate the line held. The position of the 2/7th Worces- 
tershire, at right angles to the village, was clearly unsound, and as soon as darkness fell the front line 
companies of that Battalion were brought back to the old British front line across ‘‘ Farm Ravine. 
Then it was decided to relieve the exhausted remnant who had fought so gallantly around ‘* Corner 
Work.” Two companies of the 2/4th Royal Berkshire were sent forward from the reserve. These 
reached the position at “ Corner Work ” about 3.0 a.m. and took over the defences from the mixed 
groups of Worcestershire and Warwickshire soldiers who had held them throughout the day. 

Before that relief took place Corporal T. J. Bridges, of the Battalion stretcher-bearers came 
into “Corner Work”’ in the darkness. He reported that he had been bringing back a party of 
wounded when the German attack overwhelmed the front line. They had taken refuge ina dugout 
which had been overlooked by the enemy, but which was now inside the German lines. On hearing 
this, 2nd Lieut. W. Hall and Sergeant R. W. Elliott went up with the Corporal into the darkness, 
made their way between the enemy’s posts and brought the party of wounded men safely back to 
our lines. 

After the relief the survivors of the Worcestershire companies made their way back to 
Battalion headquarters of the 2/8th Worcestershire in Farm Ravine. There they had some food (¢) 
and then slept exhausted (¢). 


40H While the heavy fighting had been in progress around La Vacquerie, the 4th Worcestershire, 
a mile to the left on the northern end of Welsh Ridge, had also been sorely tried. After dark on 
December Ist, General de Lisle issued orders that the sharp salient at Masnieres, which the 86th 


(a) Extract from the diary of a subaltern (H.M.A.):“ Colonel Coates and Cyril (Holcroft) solemnly burnt their maps 

a proceeding which scems humourous to look back upon, but which was not so at the time ...- 

The N.C.O's. and men were behaving splendidly. No one seemed to be in the least disturbed, which was 
fortunate, as that sort of thing is so infectious... . ’" 

(b) During the afternoon the Redoubt itself, which was almost obliterated, was abandoned, and the defence was con- 
tinued in the trenches on either flank. C 1. J. Tarrant M.M. of * B’’ Company, an excellent Warrant 
Officer, was killed, while directing a section of the defence. 3 

(c) In the case of the officers and men of the companies originally in the front line these were the first rations in forty- 
eight hours. During the defence of Corner Work they were given orders to eat their iron rations. 

(a) Casualties, December 2nd and 3rd, 2/8th Worcestershire, Killed, Capt. G. Pritchard, 2/Lt. H. Gerald, and 10 men. 
Wounded, 9 officers (Capt. R. H. Stallard, Lt. E. H. A. Lockwood, Lt. E. H. G. Gumrert, 2/Lt. F. A. Adams, 
2/Lt. H. Merifield, 2.Lt. F. W. Fry, 2, Lt. J. H. Ros t. G. L. Martin), and 89 men. Missing, 2/Lt. H. S. 
Bell, 2 Lt. C. H. Albert, and 36 men. | Total: 13 officers and 135 other ranks, according to the official Diary ; 
but that figure is said to be an understatement. 

2/7th Worcestershire. Killed, 2/Lt. J. S. Sykes and 6 men. Wounded, 13 men, and Capt. J. Manuel, RAMC., 
(attached). “ 
For the gallant deeds detailed above the following decorations were awarded :—Capt. C.W. Holcroft : the D.S.0O. + 

Licuts. Mitchell, H.M. Adams, W. Hall, and $. S. Jackson : the M.C. ; Sergt. R. W. Elliott, Corpl. W. 
Chilton, L.Cpl. F, W. Wing, and Pte. J. Cox: the D.C.M.; Corpl. T. J. Bridges and several others were 
awarded the M.M. Subsequently Major Tf. W. Davies of the 2/8th Battn. was awarded the M.C. 
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Brigade had defended so gallantly for forty-eight hours, was to be evacuated. That withdrawal 
was skilfully carried out and the line was readjusted : but the change brought no relief to the 88th 
Brigade on the heights above ; who continued to hold their precarious position, supported only by 
such few field-guns as had survived the first day of the attack, 

The 4th Worcestershire held their trenches on Welsh Ridge throughout December 2nd, 
constantly bombarded and hourly expecting attack. That night the 87th Brigade on the left, holding 
the loop of the canal covering Marcuing were relieved by a Brigade of the 6th Division. The new- 
comers did not hold the position long, tur next morning (December 3rd) they were attacked in force 
and overwhelmed. The enemy came right up to Marcoing and, to meet that new situation, the 
line of the 88th Brigade was wheeled back after dark. The companies fell back to the line of the 
second sunken road half-a-mile in rear, and again dug in. The enemy's infantry did not interfere 
with that movement but the troops in the halt-dug trenches suffered severely from artillery fire. 

That night (December 4th-Sth) was bitterly cold. All ranks were utterly exhausted, and 
heard with thankfulness that relief was coming ; the 36th (Ulster) Division would relieve the 29th 
Division, High-explosive and gas shells delayed the relief and it was not till 4.0 a.m. that the 
Ulstermen, a battalion of the Royal Irish Rifles, came up the slopes and took over the trenches (a). 

The Worcestershire platoons filed down the ridge and back to Ribecourt. There the troops 
had a hot meal, and then marched off in the dawn to Etricourt ; where all slept until after dark. 
Then came orders to entrain for the back areas. The remnants of the 88th Brigade entrained at 
7.30 p.m, and the troops settled down to sleep, but at Beugny they were roused once more by the 
burst of heavy shells, tolluwed by jolts and crashes. | The two engines of the train and the first 
four trucks had been hit and derwled. Luckily no one was hurt. The Battalion detrained, and 
a long wait in the darkness followed till arehef train came up. The troops scrambled aboard, but as 
the train moved off German long-range shells again struck near ; but they did no further damage and 
at 9.0 a.m. the train reached Mondicourt. There breakfasts were eaten, and the Battalion marched 
to Warluzel, where the companies lay quiet, resting and cleaning up, during the ensuing fortnight. 


On the following night (December 5th/6th) the two Territorial Battalions were relieved. 
After the heavy fighting on December 3rd the enemy made no further attempt to advance, and 
save for some bombing encounters around ‘ Corner Work’’ and a good deal of shell-fire (6), 
the position remained unchanged. After a further forty-eight hours the 184th Brigade took over 
the line. The 2/Ist Buckinghamshire took over the positions in ‘‘ Farm Ravine,” and the two 
Worcestershire battalions marched back to bivouac in Havrincourt Wood. 


The battle of Cambrai was at anend. Though the counter-thrust of the enemy at the British 
right flank had been checked, and the even heavier attack against Bourlon Wood had been repulsed, 
it was clear that the position of our forces within the sharp salient which ran northwards to Bourlon 
could only be maintained at the price of further heavy fighting ; and further heavy fighting was not 
advisable. The winter weather and the exhaustion of troops and supplies due to the many battles 
rendered a period of rest and training necessary for the whole army. Consequently on December 
4th orders had been issued that the forces at the northern end of that salient were to be withdrawn 
to the Flesquieres Ridge. During the night of December 4th/S5th those orders were carried out : 
by the dawn of December 6th the new position had been taken up. 

The troops from Bourlon Wood had fallen back to the Flesquieres Ridge. On their right 
flank the 6th Division had evacuated Marcoing, and had drawn back their line to the heights over- 
looking that village. From Demicourt on the western flank to the outskirts of La Vacquerie on the 
eastern flank the trenches of the Hindenburg Line were held by British troops. 

Comparative losses and captures in the battle were differently estimated by the opposing 
sides ; but there could be no doubt that the British attack had achieved its principal object, and 
that the transfer of enemy troops to the Italian front had been stayed. 


As the heavy fighting died down, fresh Divisions were brought up to relieve the troops which 
had borne the brunt of the battle. Among these were three Divisions which included Battalions 
of the Regiment. The 19th Division, including the luth Worcestershire, joined the Third Army on 
December 10th and relieved the 6th Division in front of Marcoing : a week later the 63rd Division, 


(@) Noexact return can be traced of the casualties of the 4th Worcestershire between November 29th and December 5th, 
but they included among others the Adjutant of the Battalion, Capt. R. A. W. Gamlen, an excellent young 
officer, who had been specially distinguished in the fighting at Ypres. 

(6) Casualties, December 4th and 5th :—2,7th Worcestershire. Kaulled, 2. Wounded, 2 officers (2/Lt. H. E. Boswell 
and Lt. T. F. Flint) and 10 men. 2’8th Worcestershire. Wounded, 2 officers (slightly) —Lt. Col. L. L. Bilton 
and Lt. S. Miller (U.S. Army Medical Service), On ldecember 6th Captain A. H. Goodwin of the 2/7th was 
wounded. One shell killed ‘* Jimmy ” the Battalion transport's prize mule, which had triumphed at many 
horse-shows. Another shell struck a large ration party and knocked out all the four C.Q.M.S’s., fortunately 
without any serious wounds. 
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including the 14th Worcestershire, took over the defence of Welsh Ridge north of Gonnelieu from 
the Territorials of the 6lst Division; and meanwhile, just beyond the western edge of the wide 
battle-field, the 3rd Division had been relieved in the line before Queant by the 25th Division, which 
included the 3rd Worcestershire. 

The 10th Worcestershire, as we have said, arrived in the Cambrai battle-area on December 
10th, fresh from a period of rest and training. After moving out of the Ypres Salient in the middle 
of November the battalion had laid at Blaringhem till the last day of that month. Then a move 
had been made to Sablioniere. : 

There on December 5th the Battalion reccived an interesting present ; eight silver bugles 
presented by Miss Heap, with the intention that they should be presented to the Regular Battalions 
when the 10th Battalion was broken up (a). 

On December 7th the training period of the 19th Division came to an end and the 10th 
Worcestershire entrained at St. Omer for the South. 

Detraining at Mondicourt at midday of December 8th, the 57th Brigade marched eastwards 
to billets in Berles-au-Bois. The stay there was short. Urgent orders came to move up to the 
Cambrai area in relief to the troops which had been engaged in the fighting there; and at noon 
next day the battalions of the 57th Brigade were enbussed. The jolting busses carried the 10th 
Worcestershire forward to Etricourt ; thence at 4.0 p.m. on December lUth the Battalion marched 
through Equancourt to Fins and thence northwards through Metz and along the edge of the Hav- 
rincourt Wood to Trescault. Guides from the Ist Buffs met the platoons and led them-to relieve 
that battalion in the reserve positions, the old Hindenburg front line, immediately south of Ribe- 
court ; and during their stay of twenty-four hours, the troops explored the captured trenches 
and admired their elaborate revetting and dugouts. | The enemy’s guns were angrily pounding 
their lost positions, and the Battalion suffered several casualties (6) before darkness fell. Then 
the 57th Brigade took over the forward zone, and the 10th Worcestershire filed forward down into 
the ruins of Ribecourt and up the slope to relieve the 11th Essex in the front line. 

That position proved to be very strong. The old Hindenburg Support Line formed the 
backbone of the defences, but in front of it a new trench had been dug to command the further 
slope and beyond that a line of outposts was held. In that position the Battalion was on the eastern 
end of the Flesquieres spur. Ruined Marcoing lay in the valley below the right flank of the Brigade 
line. 

Later, the 58th Brigade came into line on the right, extending the front held by the 19th 
Division across the northern end of Highland Ridge to the valley about Couillet Wood. 

During the reinainder of December the luth Worcestershire held the line above Marcoing 
or lay in support or reserve behind it (¢). The first tour in the front line lasted until December 15th. 
Then the 7th South Lancashire took over and the Worcestershire moved back to their previous 
positionin reserve. Three days later the Battalion moved back for a short rest in Havrincourt Wood. 

The 57th Brigade moved forward again on December 20th, taking over this time the right 
sector of the Divisional front, and the 10th Worcestershire after two days in Brigade reserve took over 
front line trenches on December 21st (d). The new line was astride the ‘‘ Grand Ravine,” in the 
valley between the ‘“ Flesquieres ” and “ Highland’’ Ridges. Those trenches were held by the 10th 
Worcestershire until after Christmas. 


After the close of the battle the Territorial Battalions of the 183rd Brigade rested 
for three days in Havrincourt Wood. | Then on December 10th they moved forward again to the 
trenches in front of La Vacquerie. The 2/7th Worcestershire took over part of the front line south 
of “ Village Road” while the 2/8th Worcestershire lay behind in support at Villers Plouich. The 
line there was settling down, and the opposing sides were more busy at digging themselves into safety 
and comfort than at harassing each other. But on December 12th Lieut.-Colonel P. Balfour D.S.O., 
commanding the 2/7th Battalion, was shot dead by a German sniper while inspecting the front 
trenches. 

Apart from the death of Colonel Balfour (¢) the casualties were slight (f). On December 
14th the two Battalions changed over. The 2/8th Worcestershire held the hne till December 16th. 
Then the 183rd Brigade was relieved (g) and the two Worcestershire battalions marched back into 
Havrincourt Wood, for a three days rest. On December 20th they marched forward again, the 
2/8th Worcestershire taking over the front line, and the 2/7th Worcestershire the support position 
in Villers Plouich. Except for sniping (/), the front line was quiet. 


(a) The bugles are now divided between the Ist and the 2nd Battalions. (b) 2 killed, 5 wounded. 

(c) Casualties, December 11th—1l5th—Nil. December 1]th—18th-—2 killed, 3 wounded. (d) From the 9th Welsh. 

(e) Major A. B. Lawson, I Ith Huss took over command of the Battalion next day. r 

(f) Casualties, December 10th—I4th :--2,7th Worcestershire, 7 wounded, 28th Worcestershire, 1 officer (Capt. C. W- 
Holcroft) and 4 men wounded. On Dec. 16th, 2/Lt. J. H. Cox was wounded. (g) By the 184th Brigade. 

(hk) Casualties, December 20th—22nd. 2/8th Worcestershire, 1 killed. 2/7th Worcestershire, Nil. : 
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On December 22nd came definite relief. The Gist Division was under orders to move back 
for rest and training. That evening up to the line there came fresh troops, Marines and Naval 
battalions of the 68rd Division. A Marine battalion (a) took over the front line from the 2/8th 
Worcestershire, while the 2/7th Worcestershire handed over their support position in Villers Plouich 
to a Naval battalion (6). After a night in Havrincourt Wood the two Worcestershire battalions 
marched westwards to Etricourt and Manencourt (c). Then on December 24th, a day of hard 
frost, the 183rd Brigade entrained at Etricourt and were carried back to the improvised ‘‘ Plateau” 
Railway Station. Thence the two Battalions marched to billets, the 2/7th Worcestershire at 
Morcourt, and the 2/8th Worcestershire at Bray on the banks of the Somme. 

Behind them the ground for which they had fought so stubbornly was held by the 63rd 
(Royal Naval) Division, including the 14th Worcestershire. 


The Royal Naval Division, as we have scen, had moved south from{Flanders in the middle 
of December. The 14th Worcestershire their Pioneer Battalion, had detrained at Achiet-le-Grand 
on December 10th. Thence the Battalion had marched to camp at Beaulencourt. After three days 
rest there the Battalion marched forward, to Rocquigny on December 14th, and on the following 
day to Etricourt. Thence on December 17th the Pioneer Battalion marched forward intu Havrin- 
court Wood (4), and remained there until the 63rd Division took over the line in front. Then the 
Battalion moved forward into the reserve trenches on Highland Ridge just north of Villers Plouich. 
Two companies were sent off and attached to the two flanking Brigades of the Division, while the 
other two companies with Battalion Headquarters formed the garrison of the Reserve line. 

The line held by the 63rd Division was immediately on the right of that of the 19th Division, 
and the Worcestershire Pioneers were not a mile distant from the trenches held by the 10th Wor- 
cestershire. 


Meanwhile, just beyond the northern edge of the Cambrai battlefield the 3rd Worcestershire 
also had come into the line. After relief in the Bethune area, the 25th Division had been transferred 
to the Third Army and had been ordered to relieve the 3rd Division before Queant. Thus the 3rd 
te ane came to the area which the Territorial Battalions had known so well in May and 

une (e). 

On December 5th the 3rd Worcestershire detrained at Achiet-le-Grand and marched to 
camp near Achiet-le-Petit. Thence next day the Battalion marched eastwards to camp at Favreuil. 
The 74th Brigade moved forward on the following day (December 7th) and relieved the 9th Brigade 
in the line facing Queant and Pronville. At first the 3rd Worcestershire remained for three days 
in support near Lagnicourt ; then after three more days in reserve at Vaux-Vraucourt the Battalion 
moved forward to the front line and took over trenches just beyond Lagnicourt. 

The new position was over against the main Hindenburg Line and the formidable fortress 
formed by the ruined village of Queant. ‘he position had altered little since the Summer (é). 
The outpost line was lightly held, and a wide ‘“‘No Man’s Land” stretched for nearly a mile between 
the opposing forces. 

After six uneventful days in the front line (f) the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved on December 
19th and moved back into reserve at Beugnatre. On December 23rd the Battalion returned to the 
same position and settled down again to watch the Hindenburg Line. 


The fourth and last Christmas Day of the Great War was bitterly cold with heavy falls of snow. 


The 3rd Worcestershire spent their Christmas Day in the front line facing Queant. 

The day itself was quiet, but that evening two young subalterns went out on patrol. The 
night was dark, and in the darkness they were swallowed up. No firing was heard and for the 
time their fate remained a mystery (g). p 


Some eight miles to the south-east the 10th and 14th Battalions of the Regiment were likewise 
spending their Christmas Day in the trenches, both Battalions being in the reserve positions of the 
line before Marcoing. There the day was marked by no especial incident. 


(a) 2nd Battalion Royal Marine Light Infantry. (b) The Hood Battalion. 
() 2/7th Battalion Etricourt, and 2/8th Battalion Manencourt. ; 
(4) That camp was at the extreme edge of the Wood, and the Pioneers do not appear to have met the two Territorial 


Battalions. (e) See pages 263-4. 
(f) Total casualties 13th—19th December 1917. 3rd Worcestershire, 1 killed, 1 wounded, the latter being Capt. 
T. H. Little. 


&) 2/Lt, A. E. Fryer and 2/Lt.E. H. Jones. Both had been ambushed and captured. 
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Northward, in Flanders, Christmas Day marked the end of the Ist Battalion’s rest at 
Longuenesse. At 6.0 a.m. that morning the companies left their billets of the previous month, marched 
to Wizernes and entrained for the Ypres Salient. The train carried the Battalion forward to St. 
Jean. There the Battalion was cheered by a visit from the Corps Commander, Lieut-General Sir 
Claud Jacob, who gave greetings to all. Then the companies marched forward to quarters in the 
battle area, two companies in camp by Spree Farin, and two in California Camp. That night all 
made ready for the next day’s move to the front line. 


The other Battalions of the Regiment were in the back areas and were able to spend a more 
normal Christmas. The 2nd Battalion in billets near Winnezeele, the 4th Battalion at Wambercourt- 
St.-Martin (a), the 2/7th Battalion at Morcourt, and the 2/8th Battalion at Bray-sur-Somme, all made 
the best cheer possible in the circumstances. 


On December 26th the Ist Battalion of the Regiment once more came under fire. That 
evening the 24th Brigade took over the Passchendaele trenches, and the Ist Worcestershire marched 
north-eastward from Spree Farin, along a duck-board track over a desolate land covered with snow. 
The snow veiled the worst horrors of the battle ground, but mile after mile of shattered ground, 
marked only by broken tree stumps or wrecked block-houses and trenches, bore witness clearly 
enough to the destructive power of modern war. A brilliant moonlight lit up the snow, which 
betrayed the moving files to the enemy ; and the German guns opened a heavy fire as the platoons 
struggled over the Passchendaele Ridge. In spite of that shell-tire (b) the relief was duly carried 
out up to time ; the lst Worcestershire took over trenches from the 7th Battalion of the Rifle Brigade 
and settled down in the extreme north-east angle of the Ypres Salient, the line of the Battalion 
forming a semi-circle round the cross-roads north of Passchendaele village. 

Four days the Battalion held those trenches, four days of bitter frost and snow. In spite 
of all the measures which experience had taught, officers and men suffered severely, especially from 
frozen feet. The enemy’s shell-fire was continuous (c). At last on December 30th the Ist Worces- 
tershire were relieved by “‘ Our Cousins” (d) the 2nd Lincolnshire. That evening the enemy's guns 
were quiet. The Worcestershire marched back without casualties from Passchendaele to Wieltje, 
entrained there and were carried back by rail to Brandhoek. The Battalion settled down in Brake 
Camp near Vlamertinghe, where next day an enjoyable New Year’s Concert was held. 


The hard frost and brilliant moon light of the nights after Christmas had affected also the 
3rd Worcestershire in the trenches before Queant. A patrol which went forward before dawn of 
December 27th was seen by the enemy; the German machine-guns opened fire, killing two and 
wounding three of the little party. The survivors eventually crawled back and reported the disaster. 
To prevent the enemy knowing what troops were in front of them, it was essential to prevent even 
the bodies of the dead from falling into their hands ; so a party of six volunteers led by 2/Lt. Shaw 
crawled out over the snow in the bright moonlight, and after great difficulty succeeded in bringing 
both dead and wounded back to our lines. . 

That evening the Battalion was relieved and for three days lay in support, finding working 
parties ; before once more going into the front line on the last night of the year. 


THE ACTION OF WELSH RIDGE. 


The last fight of 1917 affected both the 10th and the 14th Battalions in the trenches before 
Marcoing. The 10th Battalion had held trenches in front line from Christmas Day onwards till 
December 28th; then, relieved by the 8th Gloucestershire, the Battalion had moved back into 
support trenches in the old Hindenburg front line. 

The 10th Worcestershire were still in those support trenches, and to their right the 14th 
Worcestershire were busily working on the defences of Highland Ridge, when, at dawn of December 
30th, the enemy’s guns opened an intense fire. For ten minutes shells burst all along Welsh Ridge ; 
then German infantry attacked the line of the 63rd Division. For several hours fighting raged 
all along the Ridge, especially at the northern end of the high ground, the old battle-ground of the 
4th Worcestershire, and at ‘‘ Corner Trench ” which the Worcestershire Territorials had so gallantly 


(a) After a fortnight of rest in Warluzel the 4th Worcestershire marched on December 18th 17 miles by Sus-St-Leger 
to Rebreuvette, and thence along the valley of the Canche by Monchel to Blangermont. Thence during 
the next two days the Battalion marched through Hesdin Northwards to Wambercourt-St-Martin. 

(b) Casualties during that relief were 6 killed, 28 wounded, 4 missing. ; 

(c) Casualties Ist Worcestershire, December 2Uth—3vuth. 1 killed, 4 officers (Capt. C. S. Rippingham, 2/Lt. J. W. 
Demaine, 2/Lt. H. H. Mugford, 2/Lt. H. L. Cooper) and 7 men wounded. 

(@) Sce Appendix Il. Page 561-2. 
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defended at the beginning of the month. Not until nightfall did the firing die down. The apex 
of ‘* Corner Trench"’ was gained by the enemy, and further to the north the line of the 63rd Division 
was forced back from the forward slope to the crest-line of Welsh Ridge. 

Neither of the Worcestershire battalions was actually engaged in that fight, but both the 14th 
Battalion on Highland Ridge and the 10th Worcestershire in the valley behind remained under 
arms all day.  Shell-fire cost the Pioneer Battalion a couple of casualties, and inflicted considerable 
loss on the 8th North Staffordshire in the valley at Couillet Wood. 

Next day some sporadic minor attacks brought the action to an end. That night the 10th 
Worcestershire filed forward round the slopes of Highland Ridge and relieved the 8th North Stafford- 
shire in Couillet Wood. There the Battalion saw the dawn of the New Year. 


The general situation on the Western front at the close of 1917 contrasted sombrely with the 
high hopes with which that year had begun. _ In spite of tierce fighting and heavy loss no appreciable 
success had been gained. The strength of the enemy was unbroken ; and the defection of our Russian 
allies opened gloomy prospects of reinforcement to the German forces in France. But the fighting 
troops did not lose heart. The defection of Russia had been balanced by the entry of America into 
the war; and the possibility of ultimate defeat for the Allies was scarcely considered. The troops 
Temained in good spirits, cheered by messages and comforts from those at home, steeled by the 
knowledge that they were protecting their land from the horrors they witnessed in France, and 
heartened by that keen pride in their Regiment which had held them together through the long 
campaign. 
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Chapter XV. 
THE GREAT GERMAN OFFENSIVE 


HE general outlook at the opening of 1918 was far from cheerful. Even the Regimental 

officers and men, engrossed in their work and supplied with but little outside information, 

realised that the battles of the past year had brought little definite gain to match their great 

loss. To the Allied commanders the situation was more definitely ominous. The defection 

of Russia had freed German forces from the East to swell their numbers in the West, and the armies 
of the United States were not yet ready to counter-balance that reinforcement. 

If the encmy were to achieve decisive victory on land, that victory must be sought before the 
American strength could be fully developed. A German offensive was probable ; and during the 
first months of 1918 the thoughts of all ranks of the British Armies were occupied more and more by 
that menace and by the measures necessary to meet it. 


The whole British front was organised for defence. Profiting by the enemy’s example, that 
defence was organised in considerable depth. Behind the entrenched front line a wide belt of ground 
was covered with trenches and redoubts. That expanse was termed the “ Battle Zone ’’ and it 
was there that it was hoped to stop the enemy’s advance by cross-fire of machine-guns and by strong 
counter-attacks. Further back yet another line of defence was planned, known either as the “ Rear 
Zone” or as the ‘* Army Line.’ 


There were other developments. The losses of 1917 had drained the fighting battalions 
to such an extent that they were skeletons of their former strength : and the reinforcements available 
were not sufficient to complete all the battalions to full establishment. It was decided to'reduce the 
strength of each British Division from twelve battalions to nine by reducing each infantry Brigade 
from four battalions to three. Each Divisional commander was to select three of his battalions 
for disbandment: the personnel of the disbanded units were to be distributed among the other 
battalions of their regiment. 

That reduction affected in some degree all the ten Worcestershire battalions then in France 
and Flanders. Only one Battalion of the Regiment was actually disbanded—the 2/7th Worcester- 
shire, which was broken up during the first days of February. The officers and men of that Battalion 
were divided between the 2/8th and the 10th Battalions. For the other Battalions the reorganisation 
meant the disappearance from their Brigades of battalions which they had come to know intimately 
during the years of warfare : it meant also a change in tactical methods. Three battalions instead 
of four in a Brigade meant altered reliefs and, in some cases, a different method of holding the line. 


Besides that reorganisation and the ever-increasing preoccupation with defensive works, 
the first weeks of 1918 were marked by some of the most severe weather that the British forces in 
France and Flanders had as yet endured. Along the whole battle-front snow fell heavily, covering 
alike the bleak uplands around Cambrai and the desolate wastes of the Ypres Salient, where the 
Passchendacle Ridge was at last in our hands. 

After the close of the heavy fighting at Passchendaele fresh Divisions had been brought up to 
secure the captured ground and, by coincidence, three of those Divisions each included a Regular 
Battalion of the Regiment. So it was that the Ist, 2nd and 4th Worcestershire all endured much 
hardship during January and February, as the 8th, 33rd and 29th Divisions (a) moved to and fro 
across the Ypres battle-field. 


WINTER AT PASSCHENDAELE. 


It is hard to conceive a more depressing form of warfare than that waged by those three 
Battalions at Passchendaele curing the first two months of the year. The normal hardships and 
dangers of trench-warfare were intensified by the bitterness of the winter weather and the desolation 
of the battle-field. The fierce fighting of the preceding autumn had devastated the whole area 
of the Ypres Salient. Neither trees nor houses had survived. The surface of the ground had been 
beaten into a vast expanse of shell-holes, which stretched wide on every side, impeding all movement. 
That crater-field could only be crossed by following a succession of duck-board tracks which 1am 
precariously acruss miles of open ground to the crest-line at Passchendaele. 


(a) While in the Passchendaele area the 8th and 29th Divisions both formed part of the IInd Corps, commanded by 
Lieut.-General Sir Claud Jacob, For the arca of these operations see map facing page 301. 
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On the captured ridge there was no definite position, no strong defences. Friend and foe 
alike crouched in shell-holes, only partially protected against bullets and wholly exposed to the 
bitterness of cold and rain. The opposing trvops were cqual in misery ; but the enemy had only a 
short distance to go back to unbroken country ; whereas the British battalions had on each relief 
to traverse the desolate battle-field of the Salient. It needed great fortitude to keep up a good 
heart amid that wilderness of snow and broken ground. 

The Ist, 2nd and 4th Battalions of the Regiment each in turn journeyed up to the Passchen- 
daele Ridge and back again to camps around Ypres as their respective Divisions exchanged positions 
in regular succession throughout January and February. Each of the three Battalions passed short 
periods among the shell-holes in the front line, followed and preceded by periods of heavy work at 
labour camps in the Salient and periods of rest and reorganisation in other camps west of Ypres (a). 


During the first fortnight of January the weather was very cold with much snow, but on 
January 15th came a change. Rain and bitter sleet with a driving wind brought an extreme of 
misery. The frozen ground melted into slush, the duck: boards were obliterated and tracks were 
lost in the swamps. Hostilities almost ceased, and for a week there was but little fighting on the 
Passchendaele Ridge. Then gradually the weather improved, sniping and shelling were resumed 
and both sides attempted minor trench-raids. 

Before dawn on February 13th the forward posts of the Ist Worcestershire, then in line 1 
north of Tournant Farm, were raided by the enemy. Two posts just north of the Farm were sT 
rushed by German storming parties, amid a storm of firing. Firing continucd until the dawn: 
then the company commander, 2/Lieut. S. G. Russell, was able to ascertain the situation. He 
collected men from other posts, organised and led an immediate counter-attack and recovcred the 
lost ground (2). 

A second enemy raid was attempted ten days later (night February 24th/25th), but the 
raiders were detected and repulsed. 

A week later the 8th Division wes withdrawn into reserve. The plan of defence against the 
expected German attack demanded the creation of a reserve of specially trained formations. The 
8th Division was among those selected, and the Ist Worcestershire moved back on March 5th out of 
the Salient by train from Wieltje to Abeelc. Thence the Battalion marched to Watou and there 
settled down to a course of hard training. 


Similar courses of training had been carried out by the 2nd and the 4th Battalions during the 2 
preceding weeks and those two Battalions moved up into the Salient as the Ist Worcestershire ND 
moved back. During the next few weeks the 2nd and the 4th Worcestershire bore their part (c) 
in the intermittent warfare which went on around the Passchendaele Ridge, while every day came 
fresh indications of the approaching onslaught. 

It was urgently necessary to glean all possible information of the enemy’s dispositions ; and 
the efforts to secure “identifications ” of the hostile troops in front led to many minor fights. The 
2nd Worcestershire, cn the eastern slope of the Passchendacle Ridge, were frequently engaged. On 


(2) Ist Battalion in ‘‘ Brake Camp,”’ Vlamertinghe January Ist-4th. ‘ Junction Camp,” St. Jean January 4th-6th. 
In front line January 6th-9th. In support positions (Bellevue) January 9th-12th. Casualties January 
6th-12th :—16 wounded. ‘‘ Brake Camp’ again January ]2th-l5th. “ California Camp,” Wieltje January 
15th-17th. Back to rest in Poperinghe January 17th—26th. 

4th Battalion moved from Wambercourt to Vaudringhem January 3rd, to Moringhem January 4th. Training at 
Moringhem January 4th-l7th. Entrained Wizernes January 17th to Brandhock. January 18th, march 
past Ypres to “ Junction Camp,” St. Jean. Working parties in the Salient January 18th-28th. January 
26th-28th “ California Camp.” January 29th-February 3rd in front line ; Casualties :—3 killed, 2 wounded. 
February 4th-1]th camp near Vlamertinghe. February 11th—-March 6th rest near Winnezecle. 

2nd Battalion move from Winnezeele to Brandhvek, January 3rd. January 5th march through Ypres to “Alnwick 
Camp,” Potijze. Working parties January 6th-16th. Support positions ‘‘ Hamburg Farm” January 
17th-19th, Frontline January? 19t d. Casualties—2,/Lt. J. L. Bond, wounded. January 23rd-25th 
rest at Brandhock. January 25th—26th front line. Casualties—Nil. January 26th—February 20th 
resting at Leulines and Setques. 

Ist Battalion—January 26th move back via Godevaerswelde to Eecke. January 26th—February 9th, training 
at Eecke. Move to Wieltje February 9th, to front line February 10th, Front line February 10th-I4th, 
“ California Camp”’ February l4th-22nd. Front line February 22nd—26th. (2/Lt. W. Rooney, wounded). 

(6) Casualties—1 killed, 3 wounded, 3 missing. 2'Lieut. Russell was awarded the M.C. 

(c) 2nd Battalion.—Moved by rail from Setques to Brandhoek on February 20th and marched next day to billets in 
Ypres. February 25th marched to reserve position at Scine Farm. ; In front line March 2nd—4th, 9th-12th, 
16th-18th. 

4th Battalion Training near Winnizeele February 11th-March 6th (February 19th-26th detached to Poperinghe 
for work on defences). March 7th march to Godewaersvelde and thence moved by rail to Wieltje : camp at 
St. Jean. March 8th-18th working parties in the Salicnt. March 18th train back to Poperinghe. 


319 


2ND 


40h 


147H 


10TH 


THE SPRING OF 10918. Jan.—March 1918. 


March 10th Captain E. S. Aplin, a very brave young officer, was mortally wounded. A week later 
(March 17th) a patrol of “ B” Company, led by Corporal W. R. Smith, ambushed an enemy patrol 
and captured it entire (a). 


On March 12th Major-General Sir Beauvoir de Lisle, who had commanded the 29th Division 
since Gallipoli , was promoted to the command of the XIIIth Corps. In his stead the command 
of the 29th Division was taken over by Major-General D. E. Cayley. General Cayley’s promotion 
was a fitting tribute to the dogged spirit which had kept him in the fighting-line of the Division 
ever since the first landing at Helles (t). He was the first officer of the Regiment to rise from 
command of one of our Battalions to the command of a Division in the field. 


+. * * *£ &£ £ KH eK e KF 


While the Ist, 2nd and 4th Battalions had been labouring in the Ypres Salient, the other Batt- 
alions of the Regiment had been similarly employed in the southern sectors of the British battle-front. 
The 19th, 25th and 63rd Divisions were all Jocated in the area around the Cambrai battle-field, and 
those Divisions included respectively the 10th, the 3rd and the 14th Battalions of the Regiment. 


After the heavy fighting during the German attack on Welsh Ridge, no event of any importance 
had occurred on the Cambrai front. The result of that German attack had been to force back the 
front line held by the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division from the forward slope of Welsh Ridge up to the 
crest of the ridge. The entrenchment of the new positions demanded much labour, and the Pioneer 
battalion of the Division, the 14th Worcestershire, had much hard work in the days which followed. 
The working parties of the Pioneers were shelled constantly and casualties were numerous (c). 
After the fighting had died down it was decided that the 19th Division should extend its front to 
the right and should relieve the naval battalions which had borne the brunt of the action. The 
relief was carried out on January 3rd, and thenceforward the work of the Pioneers was less difficult. 
The 14th Worcestershire continued to labour on the trenches of Welsh Ridge and Highland Ridge 
in bitter weather until January 23rd (d) when the 63rd Division was relieved by the 2nd Division 
and moved back into reserve. The Pioncer battalion of the relieving Division, the 10th D.C.L.I., 
replaced the 14th Worcestershire. The Worcestershire battalion assembled behind Highland Ridge 
and marched back to a camp behind Havrincourt Wood near Ruyaulcourt. There the Battalion 
remained, resting and training, until the middle of February. 

During that period the command of the Battalion passed from Lt.-Colonel C. C. H..0. 
Gascoigne, who was invalided, to Lt.-Colonel A. Caldier Ladd. Colonel Caldier Ladd had served 
throughout with the Battalion, commencing as 2/Lieutenant and rising by sheer merit to be 
Adjutant, then 2nd-in-Command, and finally Commanding Officer of his Battalion. Under his 
command the Battalion was destined to make the finest fight of its career. 


‘ Meanwhile in the forward area before Cambrai the 10th Worcestershire were passing uneventful 
weeks, 

We have already told how early in January the 19th Division extended its front to the right 
and relieved the naval battalions of the 63rd Division, which had borne the brunt of the action 
of Welsh Ridge, in the positions on the crest of that ridge to which they had been driven back. That 
relief was carried out on January 3rd, and on January 11th the 10th Worcestershire moved into the 
new sector, the very ground over which the 2/8th Worcestershire had fought so hard in the latter 
stages of the battle of Cambrai. The new line was not yet fully entrenched, and all ranks had to 
work hard in bitter trost and snow. : 

Thenceforward until February 13th the 10th Worcestershire remained either in the front 
trenches before Marcoing, or in}the support and reserve positions behind them. Gradually the 
weather improved, and much steady work improved the defences. There were few incidents of any 
note, nor were casualties heavv (e). 


(a) Corp]. Smith was awarded the ).C.M. His prisoners were four men of the enemy’s 69th Regiment, and thelittle 
incident ed much jubilation among ‘ B’” Company ; though the jubilation was somewhat dashed by 
the news that the same “ identification ’ had already been secured that night by ‘‘ C ’ Company on the left 
flank ; since one German of the same regiment, lost among the shell-holes, had wandered into their lines and 
had given himself up. 

(6) General Cayley had only been absent from the Division for two short periods due to wounds. es s 

(c) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, January Ist-5th. Killed 2/Lt. A. Hennell and 2 other ranks. Wounded 11 N.C.O's. 
and men. (d) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, January 5th-23rd. 5 killed, 24 wounded. s 

(e) Battalion in front-line trenches-—- January Ist-5th, Casualties, Nil. “11th-15th, Killed 1, Wounded 2/Lt. T. Bishop 
and2men. 17th-2lst, Killed 2, Wounded 6. 25th-29th, Killed 2/Lt. G. E. Drake (d. of w.), Wounded 2/Lt. 
F. Davis and 4 men. February 2nd-6th, Wounded 1. 9th-13th, Nil. 

Battalion in support trenches, January 15th-17th, 23rd-25th, February 6th-9th. 
Battalion in reserve in Havrincourt Wood, January 6th-1Ith, January 29th-February 2nd. 
Battalion in reserve in Vallulart Wood near Ytres, January 2Ist-23rd. 
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During the first few weeks of 1918 the bitter weather conditions caused so much sickness 
among the troops that the strength of battalions rapidly dwindled, and at the beginning of February 
the 10th Worcestershire could muster scarcely 200 rifles in the trenches. The other battalions of the 
\9th Division were in little better plight ; and all ranks understood the necessity for the reorganisation 
which as we have told reduced all British infantry brigades from four battalions to three. As a 
result of that reorganisation, the 10th Worcestershire received on February 2nd, a draft of 11 officers 
and 257 other ranks from the disbanded 2/7th Worcestershire. 

Three days later the 19th Division was relieved by the 63rd Division. On the night of eonpwatd 
13th/l4th the 10th Worcestershire handed over their trenches at Couillet Wood (a) and moved bac! 
by light railway to Beaulencourt near Bapaume. There the Battalion settled down to a period of 
test and training. 


When the 63rd Division returned to the Line, the 14th Worcestershire moved forward on 
February 14th from their camp near Ruyaulcourt to a position close to Trescault (b). The Head- 
quarters of the Battalion remained in that position for a week and then moved forward into dugouts 
in the old Hindenburg Line west of Highland Ridge. That move of Headquarters had little effect 
on the work of the companies (c) of the Battalion, who continued to labour, split up in working 
parties among the various defensive works (d), until well into March. 

By dint of much hard work and careful thought, the defences of the salient facing Cambrai 
were greatly improved. Havrincourt Wood was strungly defended, and the villages about the wood 
became hidden fortresses ; but it was clear that the salicnt was a dangerous position. 


The construction of those new defensive wurks absorbed the energies of all ranks not actually 
in the front line ; though the Pioneers naturally bore the heaviest burden. Concentration on those 
works, combined perhaps with a carelessness due to long immunity, led to unforeseen disaster. At 
0.0 p.m. on the night of March 11th/12th the enemy suddenly opened an intense bombardment 
of gas shells over the whole area of Welsh and Highland Ridges. Officers and men alike were caught 
unawares while labouring on the defences. Lucky were those whose training and alertness enabled 
them to get on their gas masks with sufficient speed. The others suftered terribly (e). On three 
successive nights the two ridges were deluged with drifting gas fumes, and by that time nearly 
one man in every three of the 68rd Division was incapacitated (f). The entire Brigade Staff of 
the 189th Brigade were prostrated, and in one Field Artillery Brigade (g) only one solitary signaller 
temained fit for duty. The 14th Worcestershire, either better trained or more alert chan their 
comrades of the naval battalions, did not suffer quite so severely (h) ; but 9 officers and 196 N.C.O’s. 
and men had to be evacuated between March 12th and 20th, a sufficiently heavy loss among the 
34 officers and 560 men (1) who at the beginning of the month had constituted the Battalion. 


From the beginning of the New Year until the middle of February the 3rd Worcestershire 
Temained in the forward area facing the Hindenburg Line at Pronville. We have already told 
how the Battalion spent Christmas and New Year's Day in the front line ; festivity in the circum- 
stances was difficult, and the Christmas dinner was postponed until the Battalion moved back on 
January 5th into Brigade Reserve at Beugnatre. Then, it is recorded, a really good Christmas 
dinner was provided, of pork, plum pudding and beer. 

Three days later the Battalion marched up to the line again through heavy snow which 
made progress very difficult. 


ia) To the Artist's Rifles. (6) Which the Battalion took over from the 5th S.W.B. of the 19th Division. 

() On February 28th, in common with other British Pioneer battalions, the 14th Worcestershire was reorganised, and 
reduced from 4 companies to 3 companies, ‘‘ D ’’ Company being broken up. 

(@) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, February 15th-March 20th, 8 wounded. 

(e) The enemy used mustard-gas, which caused temporary blindness (the eyes being inflamed and running) and loss 
of voice (from sore throat). The blinded men had to walk back along the trenches in long strings, holding 
hands to keep touch. 

(f) 2800 of the Division were evacuated as gassed before March 20th out of a fighting strength of between 8000 and 9000. 

(g} 223rd Brigade R.F.A. 

(4) The shelters occupied by the Pioneers lay in the valley west of Highland Ridge, and for three days the gas lay thick 
in the valley. The Pioneers obeyed strictly the order that no man was to leave his dugout without his mask 
on; but most of the casualties occurred when the troops got back into their dugouts and took off their masks. 
Their clothes were saturated with the gas through which they had passed, and the men literally gassed each 
other. The officers sent back gassed included Capt. A. E. Prosser, and Lieuts. G. A. Porterfield, L. C. Cox, 
L. F. Crane, F. W. Blakewell, and G. V. Hammersley. 

() The “ Ration strength ” on March Ist. 
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Thenceforward for five weeks the Battalion remained in the line in front of Pronville or else 
in the support and reserve positions behind it (a). Little of importance occurred. On January 
14th an attempted reconnaissance of the enemy's wire cost the reconnoitring party (b) a few 
casualties (c), 

As a result of the general reorganisation of infantry Brigades at the end of January, the method 
of holding the line was altered. The three battalions of each Brigade were disposed “in depth,” 
and consequently when the 3rd Worcestershire again took over the front line (d), the four companies 
of the Battalion each had to extend across the whole front of over 1500 yards. That wide extension 
entailed much strain on all ranks and constant watchfulness. 

On February 11th the 25th Division was relieved in the line by the 6th Division and moved 
back into reserve near Achiet-le-Grand. There the 3rd Worcestershire remained, training busily, 
during the next four weeks—a period in which the outstanding event was the departure of one of 
the best-known and best-loved figures of the Battalion, Lieut.-Colonel A. Whitty. Ever since 
the days in which he had been instrumental in winning the Battalion its high place in musketry, as 
Colour-Sergeant, Sergeant-Major and Quartermaster he had been a constant inspiration to the 
young soldiers ; and all ranks missed his presence and his encouragement in the months that followed. 
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As the winds of March dried the ground, the indications of a German offensive in the near 
future became more definite. By the middle of the month the danger was known to be imminent, 
and to meet it the supporting troops were moved up from reserve into positions of readiness. Amcng 
them was the 3rd Worcestershire. 

It had originally been intended that the 25th Division, after completing its period of training 
in reserve, should again take over the front line before Pronville. At the last moment the increasing 
certainty that the storm was about to break caused that relief to be cancelled ; and the 25th Division 
instead received orders to remain in reserve and be prepared to deliver a counter-attack if necessary. 
Careful reconnaissance was made of the whole area, and on March 13th the 74th Brigade were 
ordered forward to the area around Fremicourt. The 3rd Worcestershire went into camp between 
Favreuil and Beugnatre. 


A week earlier, on March 7th, the 10th Worcestershire also had moved forward for the same 
purpose from Beaulencourt to Barastre. There also training for counter-attacks was busily carried 
out (e). Thus on the eve of the great attack the 3rd and the 10th Worcestershire lay within a few miles 
of each other, the one north and the other south of Bapaume, both forming part of the forces intended 
by counter-attack to stay the enemy’s attack in the ‘‘ Battle Zone "’ if the forward system of defence 
should fall. In that forward system of defence the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion of the Regiment was 
still in the trenches held by the 63rd Division in the salient before Cambrai. That salient marked 
the southern limit of the front of the British Third Army: further to the right the British line was 
continued by the Fifth Army, which included the 2/8th Battalion of the Regiment. 


During the first three weeks of 1918 the 2/7th and 2/8th Worcestershire had remained out 
of the line, resting, training and working hard in chilly weather. There were several changes of 
billets. On December 31st the two Battalions had marched from Morcourt and Bray southwards 
to Marcelcave and Bayonvillers respectively. On January 7th the 183rd Brigade marched south- 
wards to Roye. There the 2/7th Worcestershire found billets, the 2/8th Worcestershire moving a 
little further to billets at Carrépuits. 

The 61st Division was now moving into position on the right of the Fifth Army front, and when 
the march was resumed the direction was eastwards to the battle-front. On January 9th the 2 7th 
Worcestershire marched through Nesle and across the Somme to billets in Buny and Croix Molignaux. 
Two days later the 2/8th Worcestershire followed in their tracks and billetted in Voyennes. Thence 
on the 13th the Battalion marched onwards through Germaine to Vaux, within sound of the guns, 
and three days afterwards the 2/7th Worcestershire came up to billets in Germaine. In front of 
them other Brigades of the 61st Division were taking over the line in front of St. Quentin from the 
French, and after a few days in reserve the 183rd Brigade in its turn took over the forward positions 
on January 18th. On the right front of the Brigade the 2/7th Worcestershire took over the line 
due east of St. Quentin, with the 2/8th Worcestershire behind them in support in Savy Wood. To 
their left the two Gloucestershire battalions of the Brigade were similarly disposed. 


(a) Battalion in frontline, January Ist-4th—(Casualties, 1 killed, 5 wounded). 9th-12th—(3 wounded). 17th-22nd— 


(2 wounded). 26th-31lst—(2 wounded). February 5th-8th—(Nil). 
Battalion in support, January 12th-17th. February Ist-5th. 
Battalion in reserve, January 4th-8th, 22nd-26th. February 8th-I]th. 
(b) Sent up from support position. (c) 5 wounded, 1 missing. (d) On January 26th, from the 9th Loyals 
(¢) The 10:h Worc, suffered a few casualties from shell-tire during March 7th—2lIst, including 2.Lt J. J. Rey 
killed on March 13th. 
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The positions were practically the same as those held by the 61st Division nearly a year before, 
after the conclusion of the German retreat. It was a very quiet sector of the line, and was held so 
thinly as to cause great anxiety to the Regimental officers. There were no continuous trenches but 
only smell posts established along the front line at distances of from 200 to 700 yards apart. Further 
back at wide intervals were stronger and more elaborate “‘ redoubts.”” 

The two Worcestershire battalions remained in the forward line till the first days of February, 
exchanging front and support positions every four days. No incident of note occurred, and the 
casualties were trivial (2). On February 3rd the 183rd Brigade was relieved and the two 
Worcestershire battalions made their way back to Germaine and Attilly. 


Then orders were received for the reduction of the Brigade to three battalions. The 2/7th 
Worcestershire were to be disbanded. During the next three days the necessary preparations were 
made, and on February 6th the Battalion was broken up. Half the officers and men were transferred 
to the 2/8th Worcestershire and half were sent north to join the 10th Battalion of the Regiment (0). 


The reinforced 2/8th Worcestershire were transferred from the 183rd to the 182nd Brigade (c). 
For a fortnight the Battalion remained at Attily, busily engaged in work on the defences of the 
“Battle Zone.’”” Then orders for the line were received and on February 19th the Battalion took 
over the front of its new Brigade, just north of that previously held. 

The new line was on the very ground over which the patrols of the Battalion had operated 
in May 1917; Cepy Farm (d) being just in front of the outposts. The 2/8th Worcestershire held 
their positions until February 27th, with no greater casualties than one subaltern (e) and one private 
wounded. Then the Battalion was relieved and moved back to billets in reserve at Germaine. 

On March 7th the Battalion moved forward into the ‘“‘ Battle Zone ’’ positions. A week later 
the 2/8th Worcestershire again took over the defence of the ‘“‘ Forward Zone.” 

The Battalion was disposed in depth, covering a wide front—about two miles. The 
forward defences were held by ‘‘ A’’ and “‘B”’ Companies. Headquarters of those two companies 
were in Rose Wood and Fayet village respectively, and their platoons were distributed in small 
posts over that wide front. The defensives posts were linked up by a system of trenches which for 
the most part were merely shallow ditches, not more than waist-deep. Neither labour nor materials 
had been available to improve the defences. The efforts of the Brigade had been concentrated 
on the fortifications of the ‘‘ Battle Zone,” and the forward lines had of necessity been scamped. 
There was but scanty wire protection save around the actual defensive posts. 

Inevitably those posts were very far apart (f); but it was hoped that the open nature of 
the ground would enable their cross-fire to afford mutual support. 

Behind the forward companies “‘D’’ Company, detailed for counter-attack, lay concealed 
half in ‘‘ Squash Valley,” half in Fayet Village. ‘“‘C’’ Company and Battalion Headquarters 
occupied the strongest work in the sector, ‘‘ Ellis Redoubt,” in the valley east of Selency, a mile 
behind the front line. 

Half-a-mile north of ‘“ Ellis Redoubt ” a similar work, ‘‘ Enghien Redoubt ”’ was held by the 
24th Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. In rear of the 2/8th Worcestershire the 
other two battalions of the 182nd Brigade held the defences of the “‘ Battle Zone ” and the reserve 
Positions about Germaine. 


By the middle of March it had become certain that the great German attack was close at 
hand. The information of the British commander-in-chief showed clearly the concentration of 
great masses of the enemy against the British front. In Flanders strong German reinforcements 
menaced the safety of the Channel ports ; but even more ominous was the assembly of numerous 
additional Divisions in Artois and Picardy along the front from Arras to St. Quentin. The danger 
Was imminent. The German forces so greatly outnumbered the opposing British that it was not 


(a) Casualties, January 18th-February 3rd—2/7th Worcestershire, 1 officer (2/Lt. A. N. Hutchinson) and 4 men wounded. 
2/8th Worcestershire, 2 wounded, 2 missing. 

(b) Actually 15 officers (Capt. F. L. Green, 2/Lts. T. P. Sherlock, A. C. Hangar, W. N. Twist, M. G. Southwell, P. D. 
Hitchin, G, P, Milburn, W. Hall, A. N. Hutchinson, G. F. R. Bridge, A. W. Dudley, T. A. Landreth, C. H. 

Thomas, C. Horsfall and one Black Watch officer attached) and 267 other ranks joined the 2/8th Worcestershire. 

11 officers (Capt. K. S. Hemmingway, Lt. W. J. F. Heap, 2/Lts. W. A. Beaman, A. Elford, L. F. Finch, B. L. 

Griffiths, J. J. Roy, C. J. Cullis, D. B. Drake, E. S. Pearce, P. F. S. Ward, J. A. Cumberland, E. Staunton, 

G.M. I. Blackburne) and 257 other ranks joined the 10th Worcestershire. 

e end of February Lt.-Colonel L. L. Bilton of the 2/8th Worcestershire took over temporary command of the 

a 182nd Brigade, leaving Major H. W. Davies in command of the Battalion. 

(d) (See page 252). 

(¢) 2Lt. $.S, Jackson (slightly). 

V) Each of the two forward companies had not more than three posts in the front line and about six posts in the 
support trenches ; and each company occupied a frontage of nearly a mile. 
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possible to meet the attack with anything like equal numbers (a). Especially was this the case on the 
front of the Fifth Army, the southern flank of the British line. There the reserves to meet attack 
were perilously weak ; but no other dispositions were possible. The devastated plains of Picardy 
were not so essential as the narrow belt of land which shielded the Channel ports: the small reserve 
of the British Commander-in-Chief had to be retained in the north; at any rate until the direction 
of the German thrust had been ascertained: and the Fifth Army had to rely on their slender local 
rese?ves to meet the coming storm. 


Along the threatened front there was constant watchfulness ; but no outward sign of the hcstile 
concentration was visible to the troops in the forward posts. From the 15th to the 19th of March 
all was apparently peaceful about St. Quentin, except for some random firing which caused but slight 
loss to the 2/8th Worcestershire (b). On the night of March 19th/20th—a dull night with heavy rain 
—gas was discharged from projectors in our outpost line accompanied by a heavy bombardment. 
The effect on the enemy was unknown(c), but the gas caused several casualties among the 2/8th 
Worcestershire (d). 

March 20th was even quieter, to all seeming, than the days before. At 10.0 p.m. that evening 
the 2/6th Royal Warwickshire carried out a raid from the trenches immediately to the left of the 
2/8th Worcestershire. Covered by a sudden and intense artillery bombardment, two companies of 
the Royal Warwickshire (e) rushed the enemy's trenches. The trenches were found crowded with 
troops, and the Warwickshire raiders brought back prisoners from three different German regiments. 
Those prisoners stated that the German Army would attack next day. 


After dark on March 20th a heavy mist rose from the ground and enwrapped the woods and 
valleys before St. Quentin. In that mist the troops in the forward posts stood to arms and awaited 
the attack. Further back, the headquarters of the British Corps and Divisions all along the front 
were buzzing with activity, as from one point after another came indications, ever more precise, of 
the impending onslaught. In hope of hampering the enemy’s deployment the artillery of the British 
XVIIIth Corps opened fire at 2.30 a.m., sending great shells crashing into St. Quentin and into the 
German trenches around the city. Shortly after 4.0 a.m. that firing ceased and for a while all 
was still. Then the Corps Commander decided, as a last precaution, to put into force the prearranged 
dispositions for meeting an attack. The order to man the battle-stations reached Headquarters 
of the 6lst Division at 4.35 a.m.; and at that very minute all along the line the German artillery 
opened fire. 


THE BATTLE OF ST. QUENTIN. 


The opening bombardment of the great German attack was unprecedented both in its intensity 
and in its extent. From Croisilles on the northern to La Fére on the southern flank the whole front 
of the British Third and Fifth Armies was subjected to a hurricane of fire. Far back behind the 
line the troops in reserve were roused by the crashing thunder of the bombardment and saw the 
whole horizon lit by leaping flame. In the forward defences the garrisons of the British posts 
crouched low behind their cover, deafened and shaken by concussions as the shells struck all around. 

For several hours the platoons of the 2/8th Worcestershire endured that bombardment. 
The mist, torn only by the blaze of the shell-bursts and then thickened by their smoke, hid every- 
thing from the eyes of the crouching sentries. Gas-shells added their fumes to those of the high- 
explosives, and the survivors groped in the trenches, half-blinded by their gas-masks. 


(a) Sixty-four German Divisions were assembled against the twenty-nine Divisions of the British Third and Fifth 
Armies. 

(b) 2 wounded on March 18th. But the transport lines of the Brigade were bombed by acroplanes, and there were 
many casualties. Among the killed was the assistant transport officer of the 2/8th Worcestershire, 2/Lt. C. 

orsfall. 

(c) Note by Major H. W. Davies, D.S.O.—'' Judging by the annoyance of Germans whom I met after capture, the gas 
attack on St. Quentin was pretty effective.” 

(d) The Battalion lost nineteen gassed, including two subalterns, 2/Lts. J. A. Turner and R. H. Hunt. The latter 
had a curious experience. He was in the front line when orders came to evacuate it, on account of the gas 
discharge. On receiving the order he pushed rapidly along to warn all his men ; but they had already received 
the order and the trenches were empty. The bombardment started before he could leave the line and he 
was caught in the gas cloud. Confused and half-stifled, he turned left instead of right along the road from 
Fayet to St. Quentin. A German sentry on the road threw a bomb at him. He answered with his pistol, 
rushed past and eventually found himself in the deserted suburbs of St. Quentin. He lay quiet all the following 
day, and on the next night succeeded in regaining our lines, just in time to be sent back to hospital before 
the German attack. 

(e) The 2/6th Royal Warwickshire were then holding the ‘‘ Battle Zone." The two companies were sent forward for 
that operation. 
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Slowly it grew light, but the bombardment continued and the fog still hung low. The 
expected attack did not come with the dawn. Hour after hour the shells crashed down. At last, 
about 9.30 a.m. the German guns lifted their fire. The crash of the shells became distant (a) as the 
bombardment concentrated on the defences in rear. Then the scattered posts of the forward 
companies broke out in bursts of rapid fire as on every side parties of the enemy's infantry came 
looming through the mist. 

In that mist it was not possible for the defensive posts to help each other by cross-fire. Each 
little group of defenders fought an isolated battle against assailants from every side : for the German 
infantry were employing new tactics. Instead of advancing in regular “‘ waves”’ they worked by 
“infiltration,” penetrating the weak British line in small groups and then turning on the defensive 
ree from flank and rear. The mist aided their method, and the forward posts were overwhelmed 
one by one. 

Several of the posts put up a most gallant defence. One platoon of ‘“‘ A’’ Company, led by 
2/Lieut. C. H. Thomas, held out successfully and shot down all attackers ; but one by one the Worces- 
tershire lads were hit until only five remained. The subaltern then decided that they must join 
some stronger post : they made their way back through the mist and reached Ellis Redoubt. 

On the left flank the scattered posts in the front line could not prevent the enemy from 
advancing direct into Fayet village. Outside the headquarters of ‘‘B’’ Company there was a 
short but desperate struggle. 2/Lieut. S. S. Jackson grappled with the attackers and shot the 
leader before he was himself struck down. Then numbers told, and most of ‘“ B” Company 
were killed or captured. The company headquarters were bombed in their dugout, but Captain 
A. T. Butler M.C. broke out with a few of his men, only to be seized by another party of the 
enemy, into whom they stumbled in the mist. The two platoons of ‘“‘D’’ Company in Fayet 
village were likewise overwhelmed. 

The rest of ‘“‘ D’’ Company had lain waiting in “‘ Squash Valley ” for orders to make a counter- 
attack. But no such orders were possible in the mist and the general uncertainty. In the centre 
the attacking enemy reached ‘‘ Fig Wood.” There a lookout post commanded by Corporal A. V. 
Wells met their advance. The brave corporal telephoned (b) back a warning to Ellis Redoubt 
before he was killed : one of his men escaped and reached the redoubt. 

From Fig Wood and Fayet village the enemy poured down into “ Squash Valley.” In a 
few minutes ‘“‘ D’’ Company was fighting desperately against attacks from all sides. The defence 
was continued until the {wo platoons were entirely surrounded. Then, headed by Captain W. Hall, 
M.C., the remnant of “‘D”’ Company, charged with the bayonet down the valley, broke through 
the surrounding enemy and, aided by the mist, won their way through to Ellis Redoubt. 

That redoubt now became the centre of the fight. The attackers came flooding forward 
along the ridge from ‘“‘ Rose Wood ”’ (c) and reached the copse east of the redoubt. There a small 
Picquet put up a desperate resistance before it was overwhelmed. 2/Lieut. A. C. H. Adams was 
killed ; 2/Lieut. J. A. Greaves was badly wounded and left for dead; but presently he recovered, 
tolled into the nearby trench and crawled along it till he reached Ellis Redoubt. The enemy 
occupied the copse and pushed on to attack the Redoubt. 


The Redoubt itself was not an elaborate field-work: the designed defences had not been 
completed at the date of attack (d) ; but its garrison were ready, and the first German attacks were 
stopped dead. From 10.20 a.m. onwards until the afternoon, attack after attack beat against the 
defences and were thrown back. At first the enemy came on at close quarters, looming through the 
mist: then, about 11.30 a.m. the mist cleared. The fighting became more open, and the enemy 
could be seen advancing both along the high ground in front and along the valley on the left flank. 
The Germans in the copse fired rifle-grenades but attempted no further attack in face of the musketry 
which blazed from the defences of the redoubt. 


(a) So far as the forward posts were concerned, The bombardment of Holnon and Sclency continued for some time 
further, and a party of walking-wounded under 2/Lieut. P. Merrifield, sent back from ‘‘ Ellis Redoubt '’ about 
10 a.m., were all killed by gas or high-explosive before they could reach safety. 

(6) By extraordinary luck that telephone had not been destroyed by the bombardment, as had all the other wires from 
“Ellis Redoubt.”” (c) Apparently wiping out the headquarters of ‘‘ A ’’ Company (see below). 

(4) The redoubt had only been started a few weeks beforehand, and was not completed, although partially protected 
by wire. It consisted of a ring of small defensive posts, connected by a trench, on the steep southern slope 
of the valley cast cf Selency (see map). Two posts were on the top of the ridge and the remainder were situated 
down the slope. The post at the north-west angle had not been begun. _A copse close to the eastern side of 
the redoubt was still standing. The garrison consisted of Battalion Headquarters and “‘ B’’ Company, 
with one or two machine-guns and a pair of light trench-mortars. A heavy trench-mortar had been sent 
forward on the previous night, but could not be emplaced in time for the fight. In clear weather the garrison 
had a good view across the valley to Fayet and Enghien Redoubt. 
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Attack followed attack till about 2 p.m. Then the enemy drew back and, after a pause great 
shells again came crashing down about the redoubt. The German barrage had been brought back to 
crush the obstinate defence. The bombardment was very severe. One howitzer shell crashed 
into the trench held by 2/Lieut. A. N. Hutchison’s platoon on the southern face of the work, and 
obliterated the post, killing the subaltern and all his men, and wounding the Commanding Officer, 
Major H. W. Davies, who was just about to enter the trench. Major Davies continued to direct the 
defence and ordered a party under Company-Sergt.-Major P. Hemmings into position to guard 
the opened flank. Sergt.-Major-Hemmings was killed, but Regimental-Sergt.-Major W. Child took 
command of the party and doggedly held the ground. At other points the defences crumbled or 
collapsed under the concussion of the explosions. 

Presently the barrage lifted and the enemy’s infantry again came on. Around “ Ellis 
Redoubt ” itself the fire of the defence held them back, but dense waves of men could be seen pouring 
forward from Fayet along the high ground north of “‘ Squash Valley ”’ against ‘‘ Enghien Redoubt.” 
Major Davies decided to send back such of his men as were not needed for the further defence. A 
party of wounded men, Battalion Headquarters personnel and trench-mortar detachments whose 
weapons had exhausted their ammunition, were sent back along the communication trench; but 
that party stumbled into a large force of the enemy and all were killed or captured. The survivors 
discovered that Holnon village had been in the eremy’s hands since 10.30 a.m. 

About 4.30 p.m. ‘‘ Enghien Redoubt ” was overwhelmed. The enemy came on along the 
high ground through Selency and encircled ‘‘ Ellis Redoubt.” The defenders kept up a fierce fire, 
inspired by the surviving officers, notably Captain S. A. Godsall and Captain W. Hall, who both 
showed the greatest bravery (a); but the enemy closed in from every side, covered by an over- 
whelming cross-fire from north, south and west. The shattered defences could not guard against 
that hail of bullets, and men were hit in rapid succession. Captain Hall was killed, as also was 
2/Lieut. K. B. Tetlow, who throughout the defence had most gallantly commanded one of the front 
posts. Two-thirds of the defenders had been killed or wounded (6). Ammunition ran out and it 
was no longer possible to hold back the enemy. ‘The German infantry charged in with the bayonet, 
and the remnant of the defenders were compelled to surrender. 


The defence had been maintained for eight hours against overwhelming cdds (c) and had 
held up the enemy’s attack to such purpose that the “ Battle Zone’ of the 182nd Brigade was still 
intact when darkness fell. Colonel Bilton at Brigade Headquarters could gather no information 
of the progress of the fight in the ‘‘ Forward Zone ”’ ; for all wires had been destroyed. Three messages 
from the redoubt were brought back by runners who made their way back across the battle-field. 
The last of the three came in, badly wounded, at 4 p.m. and reported that the defenders were still 
holding firm. Long after dark a little party of exhausted men reached Brigade Headquarters : 
Captain F. L. Green and 14 of his men. They had held their post until their ammunition ran out. 
The attacking enemy had passed them by, and eventually Captain Green decided that they 
would try to make their way back. With their fixed bayonets as their only weapons the little party 
cautiously worked their way across the ground held by the enemy. After many narrow escapes 
they at last reached safety. 

Except for that little party, for a few stragglers who rejoined later and for some few 
wounded men (4), none of the 2/8th Worcestershire came back. As the night wore on it became 
clear that the defences of the ‘‘ Forward Zone’ must have fallen. Of the 2/8th Worcestershire 
there now remained only the ‘“‘ Battle Reserve" of officers and men who had been left out, as 
reinforcements, when the Battalion went into the line (e). Those reinforcements, together with the 


(a) For the bravery they showed in that defence, Captain S. A. Godsall was subsequently awarded the M.C. and Sergt. 
Sealey received the D.C.M. Captain Hall and 2/Lieut. Tetlow would have been recommended for decorations 
had they survived. 

(b) Note by Major Davies: ‘‘.........the Battalion’s casualties in the redoubt were 60 per cent., of whom 40 per cent. 
were killed ; we had comparatively few wounded, as the casualties were mainly bullet wounds in the head.’ 

(c) The defence of ‘‘ Ellis Redoubt ’ ended about 5.30 p.m. Major Davies’ gallant leadership was subsequently 
rewarded with the D.S.O. 

(@) The wounded of the 2/8th Worcestershire who succeeded in making their way back to safety totalled only nineteen, 
including one subaltern, 2/Lieut. T. R. Swindell. One or two runners, &c., also came back. ' 

(e) Apart from the few who returned, the casualties of the Battalion were reported as: “ Missing—19 officers, 560 
other ranks.” So far as the officers were concerned the actual casualties were :— 

Killed :—Captain W. Hall, M.C., 2/Lieuts. A.N. Hutchinson, P. Merrifield, A.C. H. Adams, S. S. Jackson, M.C., 
K. B. Tetlow, T. A. Landreth, W. Radford. Mortally wounded :—2/Lt. G. F. R. Bridge. 

Wounded and captured :—Major H. W. Davies, 2/Lieut. J. A. Greaves. 

Captured :—Capt. S. A. Godsall, Capt. A. T. Butler, M.C., 2/Lieuts. A. A. Brown (Acting Adjt.), J. G. Player 
(gassed), C. H. Thomas, W. Rundle, P. C. Rushton, W. G. Jones, C. C. Haffield, as well as Lieut. S. Miller 
(United States Army Medical Service) attached. 
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1g—23rd March 1918, THE PIONEERS BEFORE CAMBRAI. 


similar details of the flanking battalions in the “ Forward Zone,” were formed into a provisional 
battalion and were sent back to Ugny I'Equipée (a) with a view to entrenching a reserve position 
along the Ugny-Douilly Road. 
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The opening crash of the German bombardment on March 21st roused the Pioneers of the 
14th Worcestershire in the support trenches, the old Hindenburg Line, south of Ribecourt. Officers 
and men put on their equipment and awaited developments. Outside their dugouts high-explosive 
and gas shells were striking everywhere, the ground trembling under their impact. Hours passed. 
Presently at 9.30 a.m. came messages that the three companies were to await orders from the 
Brigades to which they were attached (6). The companies filed off to the support trenches in rear 
of their respective Brigades and again awaited events. Fighting seemed to be in progress (c) along 
Welsh Ridge, but all the Pioneers could see or hear were the enemy’s shells which rained down in 
every direction. Gas shells caused numerous casualties in spite of the lesson of the previous week. 

Heavy firing continued all day though reports showed that on the front of the 63rd Division 
the enemy had gained little ground (d). But that evening came disquieting news. On both flanks 
of the salient formed by the British line at Marcoing the enemy had broken through. On the left 
German troops were already in Beaumetz; the 63rd Division was to retire in order to escape 
envelopment. 

Such a retirement had already been foreseen, and after dark the 63rd Division withdrew from 
Welsh and Highland Ridges to the support position (the ‘‘ Intermediate Line’) which ran in front 
of Trescault and Havrincourt Wood. As a preliminary to the withdrawal the Pioneer companies of 
the 14th Worcestershire were ordered by their respective Brigades, to retire to the new position (e), 
where Battalion Headquarters found accommodation for the night in a dugout just north of Trescault 
Village. The casualties of the Worcestershire ba 
and 23 other ranks (g). 

Next day (March 22nd) the Pioneers worked feverishly to complete the defences of the “‘ Battle 
Zone" before they should be occupied. The work was carried out under heavy shell-fire, and 
gas-shells again caused loss (A) ; for labour in a gas mask is difficult. 

At dusk the troops of the 63rd Division withdrew from the ‘‘ Intermediate Line i without 
difficulty and came back to the ‘‘ second system " of defence, the forward edge of the ‘‘ Battle Zone.” 
The 14th Worcestershire were then ordered to move back again and prepare fresh positions for 
defence, since reports of progress by the enemy on either flank were being received. The Pioneers 
marched back through Havrincourt Wood to Ruyaulcourt. 

Dawn of March 23rd brought further orders for retirement. The 63rd Division was to go 
right back and to occupy the last line of defence—the ‘‘ Green Line ’’—from Ytres on the right to 
Bertincourt on the left (é). The Pioneers marched back to that position and again worked hard 
on the defences (7). During the day the battalions of the 63rd Division arrived one by one at their 
New positions and took over the work of entrenchment. At dusk the Pioneers were ordered back 
out of the line and the whole Battalion was concentrated in reserve at Rocquigny (). 


In order to understand the reasons for the retirement of the 63rd Division to the ‘“ Green 
Line ” we must now turn to the fighting further to the left. There the 3rd and the 10th Worcester- 
shire had been engaged. 


(a) The transport of the Battalion moved from Germaine to Matigny. 

(6) H.Q. and “ B" Coy. to 189th Brigade, “* A" Coy. to 188th Brigade, “ C " Coy. to 190th Brigade. 

(c) Semaly ene enemy did not make a definite attack against the salient facing Cambrai; but there were some trench- 
raids. 

(d) It is now known that the enemy attacks on the front of the 63rd Division were no more than a feint. 

(2) Owing to a message miscarrying, *' C'’ Company of the Pioneers did not receive that order. That company was 
busy putting up wire along the front line. It was not until they had finished their task that they found 
the trenches behind them to be empty. Luckily for them, their covering party had bluffed the enemy, and 
their retirement was not molested. 

(f) Capt. E. H. Esbester and 2 Lt. D. B. Sutton—both gassed. 

(g) 3 killed, 5 wounded, 15 gassed. 

(4) Casualties 14th Worcestershire 22nd March, 2 officers (Lt. J. H. L. Godfrey and 2/Lt. A. D. Strongitharm) and 8 
men gassed, 7 men wounded. 

(i) Those orders reached the Division at 7 a.m. March 23rd. 

(j) The ‘' Green Line ” defences existed on paper rather than on the ground. J.ittle had been done before the Pioneers 
arrived. During the retirement German aeroplanes (the cele! brated “Red "’ Squadron) attacked there treating 
troops, firing machine-guns from an (estimated) height of 35 feet. On the way to Rocquigny a deserted 
canteen at Bus yielded valuable spoils, including an execllent : set of boxing-gloves. 

(k) Casualties, 14th Worcestershire March 23rd, 2.Lts. J. Cox, W. H. Kevern and L. H, Kennedy and 10 men 
wounded, 8 gassed. 
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To the northward of the salient facing Cambrai, the German attack had struck with full 
force against the front of the Third Army. An overwhelming bombardment, followed by the advance 
of wave after wave of infantry had broken through the front of the 51st (Highland) Division and had 
penetrated into the “ Battle Zone.'’ Before midday on March 2Ist the fortitied villages of Louverval 
and Doignies were both in the hands of the enemy. 

The possibility of such a breach in the defences had been foreseen, and arrangements for 
immediate counter-attack had been worked out. Consequently when news of the loss of those two 
villages was received, orders were issued for counter-attacks against them to be delivered by two 
of the Brigades which till then had been held back in reserve. Those two Brigades were the 74th 
Brigade, including the 3rd Worcestershire, and the 57th Brigade, including the 10th Worcestershire ; 
the former was to attack Louverval, the latter Doignies. 


The 3rd Worcestershire had been roused on March 2Ist by the thunder of gun-fire and the 
burst of heavy shells near their camp. No casualties were suffered by the Battalion, but all ranks 
realised that the great attack had begun. Word came to be prepared to move. The troops got 
eye breakfasts were eaten. Then came a long wait: no definite news had come through from 
the front. 

It had previously been arranged that in case of necessity the several Brigades of the 25th 
Division should assist different Divisions further forward ; the 74th Brigade had been detailed to 
assist the 51st (Highland) Division. Shortly before midday the Brigadier was summoned to the 
Headquarters of that Division ; and presently orders to advance came back to the battalions. The 
attacking Germans, as we have told, had broken through the front of the Highlanders, had taken 
Louverval and Doignies, and were nearing the reserve positions east of Beaumetz. The 74th Brigade 
received orders to deliver a counter-attack against Louverval. 


The Brigade moved forward along the line of the main road from Fremicourt to Beugny and 
then deployed. The 11th Lancashire Fusiliers and 9th Loyal North Lancashire advanced extended 
on either side of the main road: a thousand yards behind them, the 3rd Worcestershire followed on 
in support. At the Crucifix north-east of Beaumetz the leading battalions halted ; behind them the 
3rd Worcestershire deployed astride the road and then lay down. 

Big shells were exploding in every direction, but from the position of the Battalion the enemy's 
infantry were not in sight. The Battalion lay waiting throughout the afternoon, for the expected 
counter-attack in front did not take place. The requisite artillery support could not be obtained, 
and the plans were changed. The counter-attack against Louverval was first postponed and then 
abandoned, and the 3rd Worcestershire remained inactive without further orders until dusk. 

Dusk of March 21st was followed by darkness, a darkness lit in every direction by the flash 
of guns and the blaze of bursting shells. At 6.15 p.m. the 3rd Worcestershire were ordered to move 
off to the left. The enemy were stated to have broken through at Lagnicourt, and the Battalion 
was ordered to occupy the “ Third System ”’ of defence about Morchies. The companies reached 
Morchies about 7 p.m. and found the trenches there already full of mixed troops, mostly of the 6th 
Division. Arrangements were difficult in the darkness, but eventually Colonel Whalley decided 
that the Battalion should dig in behind the existing trenches, across the spur which runs past the 
western side of Morchies northwards to Lagnicourt. The four companies entrenched themselves, 
“A” Company forward, ‘“B’’ and “ D’’ Companies in second line, and ‘‘ C ’’ Company in support (a). 
Battalion Headquarters were established in a dugout near the main road. No attack on the position 
developed during the night, though gun-fire was continuous all around. Early next morning came 
orders for Colonel Whalley to report for duty at Brigade Headquarters, leaving Major R. F. Traill 
in command of the Battalion. 


The abandonment of that counter-attack against Louverval was destined to have serious 
results for the 10th Battalion of the Regiment, further to the right. 

Like the 3rd Battalion, the 10th Worcestershire had been roused at dawn by the thunder of 
the bombardment and the crash of German shells near their billets in Barastre. Hastily breakfasts 
were eaten and equipment donned. The companies fell in and awaited orders, but no immediate 
orders came. Not until 1.0 p.m. did orders come to move forward to assembly positions previously 
reconnoitred on the western side of Velu Wood. Then came another pause, followed at last by 


(a) Company Commanders on March 21st were :-—“ A’ Company, Lt. F. G. Elliott,  B'’ Company, Capt. J. M. Lett 
“C€" Company, Capt. E. V. P. Parsons, ‘' D"’ Company, 2\Lt. W. V. Shaw. Next day, 22nd Lt. Elliott and 
Capt. Lett were killed, and command of “ A” and “ B’’ Companies passed to 2/Lt. W. H. Parker and 2 Lt 
D. G. Hemus. Subsequently 2/Lt. E. W. Pickles took over ‘' A’’ Company, and Capt. E. Lattey took over 
““B" Company. 
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definite information and by orders for action. The information was that which the 3rd Worcester- 
shire had already received ; namely, that the enemy had taken Louverval and Dcignies : the orders 
were for the 57th Brigade, assisted by tanks, to deliver a counter-attack against the enemy in 
Doignies. 


The Brigade moved forward to the position of deployment ordered for the attack, on the 
southern side of the ridge beyond Velu. Just below the crest-line the three battalions deployed, the 
loth Worcestershire on the left cf the line, the 8th Gloucestershire on the right, and the 10th Royal 
Warwickshire behind in support. Eight tanks rumbled into position in front of the deployed 
battalions. 

The deployment was complete about 5.0 p.m.; then for two hours the troops lay waiting. 
The delay was caused by that saine difficulty of arranging artillery support which had caused the 
counter-attack on Louverval to be abandoned. Not until dusk (a) did orders come for the attack 
to commence. 

In the gathering darkness the tanks rolled forward over the crest-line cf the ridge and on down 
the slope towards Doignics. The leading Worcestershire and Gloucestershire platcons followed 
close behind. They met a heavy fire as they advanced down the slope, but the advance was rapid 
and well ordered. The attack reached the trenches of the Third System of defence near Beaumetz, 
ard found thcse trenches crowded with Highlanders of the 51st Division. The advancing platoons 
passed over the trenches and presscd onward up the slope towards the flashes of the enemy’s fire. 

The orders for the attack had been that the 8th Gloucestershire should storm the village 
of Dignies, while on their left the 1Uth Worcestershire should gain the line of the sunken road which 
tuns from Doignies to Beaumetz, and should hold that road to protect the flank of the Brigade from 
the high ground near Louverval. On the left the 1Gth Worcestershire spler.didly accomplished their 
task. Driving the enemy’s infantry before them, the Worcestershire lads reached the sunken road 
and there swiftly entrenched, under a very heavy fire from rifles and machine-guns. On the right, 
however, the 8th Gloucestershire were not so successful. After bravely fighting their way into Doignies 
village as far as the church, the Gloucestershire platoons came into enfilade fire which caused so 
many casualties that eventually they were compelled to evacuate the village and fall back. By that 
time all the tanks had either broken down or been destroyed by gun-fire ; and the Highlanders of 
the 5ist Division were unable to advance in the wake of the two English battalions. 

The 8th Gloucestershire fell back to the Highlanders’ trenches. In the darkness their left 
flank had lost touch with the right flank of the 10th Worcestershire, and for some time the Worcester- 
shire remained aligned along the sunken road, their right flank left open to the enemy. An enfilade 
fire of machine-guns from the village swept down the line, causing so many casualties that the 
position of the right hand companies became untenable. Colonel Sole then ordered these two 
right hand companies to withdraw to the trenches ncar the left flank of the Battalion ; the other 
two companics continued to hold the line of the sunken rcad throughout that night and the following 
day. The figiting there was continuous and was very hot indeed, for the cremy had established a 
fighting line parallel to the sunken road and not more than fifty yards away. At such close quarters 
bombing and rapid fire at pcint blank range caused heavy Icss to both sides ; but the two Worcester- 
shire companies were so clcse to the enemy that the German artillery were unable to shell them ; 
and they were able to hold firm. 


Before dawn the next morning (March 22nd) the 8th Gloucestershire again gallantly attacked 
Doignies village ; but once again after heavy luss they were forced to fall back. Dawn showed 
the enemy in full possession of the ridge west cf Louverval, whence a heavy fire was brought to 
bear. From Doignies village a continuous enfilade fire raked the companies in the sunken road 
frum their right rear. Three times did the enemy’s infantry endeavour to debouch from the village 
and take the Worcestershire companies in flank ; but the spirit of the defence was marvellously 
Sustaincd by the courage and example of Captain G. M. I. Blackburne (6), and cach time a cool and 
accurate fire of muskctry drove the enemy back. Attack followed attack, but the positions between 
Beaumetz and Doignies were still firmly held when darkness fell (c) on the 22nd of March. 


(a) 7 p.m. The difficulty seems to have been due to the telephone wires being cut by the enemy's fire. In the 
event the artillery which should have supported the 57th Brigade counter-attack (104th Brigade R.F.A.) never 
did open fire. 

(0) Capt. Blackburne was awarded the M.C. 

(c) The account of those operations given in the published history of the 51st (Highland) Division is altogether mis- 
leading. It is there stated that in the counter-attack, “the tanks successfully passed through Doignies 
village but the co-operation of the infantry was not sufficiently close to enable them to regain the village.” 
The actual facts were directly contrary and are as stated above. The casualties of the 10th Worcestershire 
in those two days included :—(.\arch 21st) killed—Capt. K. S. Hemmingway, 2/Lt. T. Coldrick. Wounded— 
Capt. E. Osborne, 2‘Lts. G. Coleman, 1. J. Finch, B, L. Gridiths, BE. J.B. H son, E, S. Pearce, G. H. 
Sharpe, F. T. Smith, B. W. Guest. (March 22nd) Willed—2;Lt. P. F.S, Ward. Wounded—Lt. H. $. Ingram, 
2/Lt. A. Elford, 
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On that same day the 3rd Worcestershire at Morchies had been heavily engaged. . 

Dawn of March 22nd showed great waves of the enemy’s troops advancing westwards from 
Lagnicourt against Vaulx Vraucourt. Orders were given to ‘““B” and “C’”’ Companies of the 
3rd Worcestershire to extend the left flank of the Battalion by occupying the half-dug trenches of 
the ‘‘ Third System ” along the front of Maricourt Wood and over the spur between that wood and 
Vaulx Wood. From those positions ‘“ B” and ‘“C’’ companies were able to open a most effective 
flanking fire against the advancing enemy. The nearest German columns wheeled to face that 
fire and came on against the entrenchments in dense waves. They advanced to within a few hundred 
yards of the entrenchments but were then held up by the steady musketry of the defence. 

All that day the platoons of the 3rd Worcestershire held their ground, beating back one attack 
after another. Midday came and passed, evening came on and still the defence was maintained. 
At 4.50 p.m. orders came for the Battalion to fall back. Both to right and to left the enemy had 
broken through. A general retirement was to be made to the ‘‘ Green Line’; and to cover that 
movement the 3rd Worcestershire were to take up a new position by the main road near the Beetroot 
Factory. 

Just as those orders were received, fresh forces of the enemy advanced up the slopes. The 
exhausted troops of the 6th Division were ordered to withdraw, covered by the fire of the 3rd 
Worcestershire. Lieut. F. G. Elliott, commanding ‘“‘ A’’ Company, was shot dead, but 2/Lieut. 
W. H. Parker took command of the Company and maintained the defence most gallantly (a), 
covering the retirement both of the other units and of ‘ C’’ Company, which was withdrawn with 
difficulty from the trenches in front of Maricourt Wood. But the enemy’s fire was beating down 
on the open ridge west of that wood and it was impossible to get any message through to “‘B” 
Company on the forward slope. It is at such times that the most bitter responsibility falls on the 
Battalion commander. The orders to retire from the position were urgent and definite, and all 
around the flanking troops were falling back. Eventually Major Traill decided to withdraw with 
the three companies under his hand. The withdrawal was carried out steadily in the gathering 
darkness under the direction of the Adjutant, Captain P. W. Hargreaves (b), and the reduced 
Battalion finally took up a triangular position, ‘‘ C’’ and ‘“‘D” Companies facing north-east, with 
their right flank on the Beetroot Factory, while behind them “A” Company faced north-west, 
aligned along a sunken road (see plan). The enemy did not follow up the retirement. Heavy 
firing continued all around, and the sky was alight with the blaze of the guns. Parties of stragglers 
blundered past the waiting companies, and an attack was expected at any moment. All ranks were 
exhausted, and the tired soldiers dozed off as they lay waiting. 

Meanwhile “ B’’ Company, isolated and without support, had held their trenches near Vaulx 
Wood. Attack after attack had been beaten back; but the losses were very heavy. Captain 
J. M. Lett was killed and most of his N.C.O’s., but the defence was stubbornly continued until night- 
fall. By that time it was clear that the troops on both flanks had retreated. The surviving 
subaltern, 2/Lieut. D. G. Hemus, extricated the remnant of the company and led them back south- 
ward through the darkness. Eventually they rejoined the Battalion. 


The 3rd Worcestershire held their triangular position near the Beetroot Factory for several 
hours ; but that position was not attacked. 

Presently came orders to retire to Fremicourt. The Battalion marched back down the 
road through a medley of other troops. At Fremicourt orders were received for the Battalion to 
wait in reserve to the position along the ‘‘ Green Line.” 

Throughout the morning of March 23rd the 3rd Worcestershire lay in reserve at Fremicourt 
listening to the thunder of guns and watching the shells burst all around. Not until after midday 
did orders come: the 74th Brigade was to concentrate further back in reserve behind Bapaume. 
The Battalion assembled and marched back through that ruined town. Once again Bapaume was 
crumbling under bombardment, and the streets were choked with all the impedimenta of an army 
in retreat. On the far side of Bapaume the 3rd Worcestershire entered the desolate area of the old 
Somme battle-field—an expanse of shell-holes and skeleton trees. The Battalion marched toa 
hutted camp near Bihucourt. The other battalions of the 74th Brigade came in during the afternoon. 
Eastward of Bapaume the roar of gun-fire continued all day, but no fresh orders came back. The 
74th Brigade remained in reserve throughout the afternoon, throughout that night, and all the 
following morning (March 24th), 


(a) 2/Lieut. Parker was awarded the M.C. 
(6) Captain P. W. Hargreaves, who throughout had shown great skill and courage, was awarded the M.C. 
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© March 1918, THE FIGHT AT VELU WOOD. 


Nightfall of March 22nd found the 10th Worcestershire still holding their exposed position 
in the sunken road at Doignies. After dark came orders to retire. It had been decided, as we 
have already told, that the Third Army should withdraw from the ‘ Battle Zone ”’ to the ‘‘ Green 
Line.” The Highland battalions holding the trenches of the ‘ Third System ’’ east of Beaumetz 
had endured forty-cight hours of hard fighting and their units were much intermixed. To cover the 
withdrawal of the Highlanders, the 10th Worcestershire were placed under the orders of the 152nd 
Brigade (a), and were ordered to take up a position on the south-western side of Beaumetz village. 
The Worcestershire companies were extricated from their positions and marched back. No trenches 
existed at the position indicated, so the companies deployed in the open, made such cover as was 
possible with their entrenching tools, and awaited the retirement of the troops in front. 


Dawn of March 23rd brought once again a heavy barrage fire from the enemy’s guns. About 
9.0 a.m. great waves of the enemy's infantry advanced to the attack. A general retirement began ; 
the supporting artillery (6) sent word that they were limbering up and moving off, and back from 
‘the front line came streaming crowds of Highlanders, disordered and exhausted after their two 
days fight against odds. The 10th Worcestershire let the retreating battalions pass until the front 
was clear: then, as the leading troops of the enemy appeared on the western outskirts of Beaumetz, 
the Worcestershire platoons opened rapid bursts of fire which drove the enemy back to the shelter 
of the ruined houses, 

The other two battalions of the 57th Brigade, the 8th Gloucestershire and 10th Royal Warwick- 
shire, were still holding the trenches east of Beaumetz facing Doignies. Presently those two battalions 
fell back in good order and prolonged the right flank of the Worcestershire (c). Masses of the 
enemy could now be seen pressing forward past the northern flank along the main road to Bapaume, 
and past the southern flank from Hermies to Ruyaulcourt. It appeared that the three battalions 
were likely to be enveloped on both flanks, and at 11.0 a.m. the three battalion commanders decided 
to fall back from their position in the open to a semi-circular position along the railway embankments 
east of Velu. No orders had yet come for them to retire, and it was obviously necessary to hold on 
as long as possible to cover the general retreat. 

Not far from the three battalions the guns of the 104th Brigade R.F.A. were in position 
behind Velu Wood. To protect them a small mixed detachment was sent back, 30 men of the 10th 
Worcestershire under Sergt. A. J. Cartwright and 7U of the 8th Gloucestershire, commanded by 
the Regimental-Sergeant-Major of the latter Battalion ; for no officers could be spared. That little 
detachment entrenched in front of the guns. 


Shortly after midday came attacks from both north and east. The enemy’s infantry could 
be seen pouring down past Lebucquiére into Velu and the northern side of Velu Wood. One company. 
of the luth Worcestershire, hitherto in support, was sent to the left to hold the trestle bridge which 
carried the railway across the stream on the left flank. 

Advancing through Velu Wood the enemy attacked the batteries of the 104th Brigade, 
but the little escort under the Gloucestershire Sergeant-Major and Sergeant Cartwright put 
up so spirited a resistance that, although the enemy came within 500 yards of the battery positions, 
every gun was safely got away (d). 

Presently a heavy fire from the eastern edge of Velu Wood showed that the three battalions 
of the 57th Brigade were almost surrounded. For a while they held their ground, beating off all 
attacks and stopping all attempts of the enemy to debouch from the wood ; but further defence 
was hopeless and it was decided to retire westward. The three battalions withdrew by companies 
as best they could, with the enemy pressing in upon them from three sides. Inevitably the losses 
were very heavy. One complete company of the 8th Gloucestershire and one of the 10th Royal 
Warwickshire were cut off and overwhelmed. After a desperate rear-guard fight (e) south of Velu 
Wood the three battalions reached the “ Green Line’ trenches south of Beugny, which were held 
by other troops of the 19th Division. The pursuing enemy were beaten off and the remnants of the 
three battalions assembled in safety. Orders came to march back into reserve at Bancourt, where 
the exhausted soldiers threw themselves down to rest (f). 


fa) The 57th Brigade was temporarily broken up, its three battalions being detached to the three Highland brigades. 

{6} 2nd Divisional Artillery. 

(c) Although it 1s not detinitely stated in the War Diaries, it seems that the intention was to reconstitute the 57th 

Brigade as rearguard to the Ist Division, 

(d) Sergeant Cartwright was awarded the D.C.M. 

(e} The successful withdrawal of the 10th Worcestershire was largely due to the bravery and devotion of Lieut. H. J. 
Luckman who commanded the rearguard. He was awarded a bar to his M.C. The Brigade-Major, Captain 
W. S. Scammell of the Battalion, played an equally conspicuous part in the withdrawal and set a fine example 
to all. He was subsequently awarded the M.C. 

At Bancourt reinforcements arrived, 100 for each battalion of the 57th Brigade. 
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By dawn on March 24th the troops of the British Third Army had fallen back to the reserve 
position known as the ‘‘ Green Line” covering Bapaume. That position figured importantly on maps 
and in operation orders, but in reality its strength was not great. In front of Bapaume it con- 
sisted merely of a single line of old German trench, long dismantled and insufficiently protected by 
wire. Since the occupation of that position on the previous day the troops detailed for its defence 
had worked hard to improve the cover and to improvise obstacles ; but the weakness of the defences 
was realised and it was necessary for the troops in rear to take up positions to cover a possible 
retirement. 

So before dawn of March 24th the weary battalions of the 57th Brigade were again ordered 
to fallin. The Brigade marched westwards from Bancourt to the Sugar Factory on the Bapaume 
Road, and there deployed north of the main road; the 10th Royal Warwickshire between the road 
and the railway, the 10th Worcestershire prolonging the line from the railway to the road from 
Bapaume to Beugnatre and the 8th Gloucestershire in reserve. In front of them the other two 
Brigades of the 19th Division were holding the “‘ Green Line,” one on each side of the main Cambrai 
Road, with the 2nd, 63rd, and 47th Divisions on their right. On the left were the 41st Division. 
The Highlanders of the 51st Division, reorganised after the previous days fighting, had been deployed 
in second line south of the Cambrai Road. 

Bombardment commenced with the dawn and about 10.0 a.m. the enemy’s attack on the 
“Green Line ’”’ began (a). 


On the southern flank the German attack broke through the line between the 47th and the 
63rd Divisions, and captured Bus. The line of the 2nd Division also gave way and the 63rd Division 
was then ordered to retire. The Division fell back, each Brigade retreating independer.tly past the 
southern side of Bapaume to the desolate waste of the old Somme battle-field. 

The Pioneers of the 14th Worcestershire at Rocquigny received orders to precede the retreat 
of their Division and to prepaie new positions on a line from Delville Wocd, past High Wood to the 
ridge east of Flers. The Pioneer Battalion assembled and marched back, amid swarms of other 
retreating troops, past the ruins of Le Transloy across the shell-pitted ridges and up the slopes to that 
ridge between High Wood and Flers for which the British Fourth Army had battled in the Summer 
and Autumn of 1916. There they faced about and set to work on the preparation of defences. 
The desolate landscape was covered by retreating troops and the smoke of constant shell-bursts 
to the eastward marked the enemy’s advance (b). 


. 


The collapse of the ‘‘ Green Line” south of Bapaume led, as we have told, to a general 
retirement about noon on March 24th. That retirement was observed from the position of the 57th 
Brigade east of Bapaume, and orders were then sent by the 19th Division to its two Brigades in the 
front line, ordering them to retire in order to avoid envelopment if the troops on their right gave way. 
The stream of retirement on the right increased and presently, about 3.0 p.m., the companies of the 
56th and 58th Brigades fell back along the Cainbrai Road, turning and firing in succession as they 
Tetreated. They passed through whe line of the 57th Brigade, which opened fire in its turn as soon 
as the front was cleared. 

For a time the German pursuit was checked in front of that defensive line, nor did the enemy 
subsequently advance directly against the front of the 57th Brigade ; but on either flank the German 
advance was pressed. About dusk (c) the Highlanders south of the Cambrai Road gave way and 
fell back past the southern outskirts of Bapaume. At the same time a strong German attack against 
the 41st Division took Favreuil and turned the left flank of the 57th Brigade. The Brigade maintained 
its position till darkness fell, the 10th Royal Warwickshire forming a defensive flank to the right 
along the Cambrai Road. Then orders were given for withdrawal and the troops fell back in darkness 
through the ruins of Bapaume. During the retreat the 10th Worcestershire became separated from 
the rest of the Brigade. Mixed up with retreating troops of the 41st Division, the Worcestershire 
companies passed through the northern outskirts of Bapaume. East of the ruined town the 
Battalion reformed. The enemy's pursuit had not been pressed, though continuous gun-fire still 
lit the horizon. The whereabouts of the rest of the Brigade were unknown. After several hours 
of searching through the darkness the 10th Worcestershire rejoined the 57th Brigade who were 
found in position covering the south-western cxits from Bapaume. The enemy had made no effort 
to pursue beyond Bapaume and were apparently engaged in looting among the ruins. 


(a) The title given officially to the operations of the Third Army on March 24th-25th is ‘ The First Battle of 
Bapaume.” 

(b) Casualties, 14th Worcestershire 24th March totalled only two wounded, including one officer, 2/Lt. A. F. Latour. 

(c) Shortly before 6 p.m, 
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March 1018, THE BATTLE AROUND BAPAUME. 


At 10.0 p.m. came fresh orders. The 19th Division was to cccupy a line further back, from 
Le Barque to Avesncs-lez-Bapaume, with the 2nd Division on their right and the 41st Division on 
their left: all three Brigadcs of the 19th Division would be in linc, the 57th Biigade being on the 
left. The Brigade fellin and noved back. The 10th Worcestershire were detailed as support batta- 
lion, and were stationed on the southern outskirts of Grevillers, the other two battalions of the 57th 
Brigade holding the front line further forward (a). 

Thus at dawn of March 25th the 1uth Worcestershire were just south of Gievillers, while the 
3rd Worcestershire, as it chanced, were then entrenched on the mdge which overlooks that village 
from the northern side. 


During the previous day (March 24th) the 3rd Worcestershire had remained in reserve. 
Early in the morning news had come back chat the troops on the right of the Third Ariny were being 
forced back much faster than were the troops on that Army’s left flank. The encmy were breaking 
through the line south of Bapaume. Accordinyiy the 74th Brigade was ordered to entrench a 
semi-circular position from near Sapignies on the northern flank through Biefvillers and then west- 
ward along the ridge north of Grevillers. The right flank of that position was allotted to the 3rd 
Watcestershire and about midday the Battalion began to dig in along the ridge facing southward 
towards Grevillers. There the Battalion remained until nightfall, watching the retirement of the 
troups to the southward, and awaiting attack. 

The expected attack developed early next morning (March 23th). Around Bapaume the 
first advance of the enemy was checked, but north and south of the ruined town the encmy’s attacks 
were d.iven home, and a massed onslaught forced the troops of the 41st Division back from Sapiguics. 

The loss of that village outflanked the scini-circular position of the 74th Brigace, and one by 
one the three battalions of that Brigade fell back across the valley behind them to the high ground 
south of Bihucourt. The 3rd Worcestershire were the last of the 74th Brigace to retire, leaving 
their position about 11.0 a.m. So far the Battalion had not been engaged, but had only watched 
from their position the fighting south of Grevillers, where the 57th Brigade we.e being hard pressed. 


The 57th Brigade had been attacked about 8.0 a.m. The front line had repulscd all attacks 
until the troops on the right (b) gave way. Then the 8th Gloucestershire wheeled back and formed 
a defensive flank facing south. To strengthen the front line, Lt.-Colonel D. M. A. Sule of the 10th 
Worcestershire led forward two companies (c) of his Battalion. East of Loupart Wocd a ficrce fight 
taged for so:ne hou.s, successive attacks of the enemy being beaten back. 

About 11.0 a.in. when the 74th Brigade, as we have iold, evacuated the ridge north of Grevillers, 
Colonel Sole, who had now assumed command of the remnants of the three battalions, ordered a 
Tetrement. Fighting every step of the way, the 10th Worcestershire and the other two battalions 
withdrew by alternate companies past Grevillers to the eastern outskirts of Loupart Wood. There 
a position was held for some time. An attempt of the enemy to debouch from Grevillers was met 
bya sharp counter-attack of the 10th Worcestershire and 10th Royal Warwickshire, which drove 
the Germans back into that village. But the troops on the right were retreating towards Pys and 
the enemy were approaching Loupart Wood froin the south. To avoid encirclement Colonel Sole 
ordered his command to retire to the north-west. 

The retirement was made by alternate battalions, each covering the other by fire. None of 
the three battalions could muster more than the strength of a fair-sized company, but the English 
lads were still cool and steady and their fire held back the pursuing enemy. ‘he Brigade withdrew, 
first to the cross-roads north of Loupart Wood and then north-westward to the high ground behind 
—ground which had already been held that day by the 3rd Worcestershire. 


After withdrawing from the ridge above Grevillers, the 3rd Worcestershire had dug in on 
the high ground south of Bihucourt, facing cast. The attacks on the left flank appeared to have 
ceased after the captuie of Sapignies, but on the right flank a gencral retirement was still in progress. 
Presently it was decided that the 74th B.igade should fall back to the ridge along which runs the rail- 
way, east of Achiet-le-Petit. Once more the withdrawal was carricd out in gocd order, and once 
again the Battalion dug in. The new position lay along the line of an old German communication 
trench, seme three hundred yards in front of the railway embankment. 

From that ridge a wide view could be gained. The battle-field was a scene of great confusion, 
dotted with little moving figures and flecked with the smoke-plumes of bursting shells. It was 
obvious that a general movement to the rear was in progress. Crowds of disordered troops could 
be seen in the distance strea:ning back past the right flank. The grim old Regular Battalion watched 
the movement, wondering when the enemy would come within range. But before the 74th Brigade 
had any chance to open fire some misdirected shells from our own guns came crashing down on the 

_Brigade’s new position, and it was decided to withdraw across the railway. 


(a) Casualties 10/Worcesterslire on March z4tn had included Capt. E. L, Brigden and 2, Lt o. J. Short, both wounded. 


(4) Sist Division. (¢) Strength—13N vf all ranks. 
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Presently that gun-fire ceased. The enemy had not come on, so the battalions moved back to 
their previous position east of the railway. There the 74th Brigade remained until Colonel Sole’s 
little force fell back towards them, while at the same time came word that the enemy had entered 
Irles. Clearly the right flank was giving way, and orders were issued for the 74th Brigade to fall back 
and take up a position facing south at Achiet-le-Petit. 

By that time it was dusk. The 3rd Worcestershire once more crossed the railway line and 
for the fifth time that day the Battalion commenced to entrench, the new position being on the 
southern end of the spur which rises east of Achiet-le-Petit. 


On the ridge which the 74th Brigade had vacated, Colonel Sole with the remnant of the 57th 
Brigade took up position and remained, facing east and south, until darkness fell. Two attempts 
of the enemy to advance, one from Loupart Wood and one from Irles, were met and stopped by 
sharp bursts of fire. Then, at 7.0 p.m., the little force which represented the 57th Brigade, but 
which then mustered not more than 500 of all ranks, withdrew across the railway and eventually 
fell back unmolested to the high ground west of Achiet-le-Petit. 


Meanwhile the 62nd Division, the first fresh troops to reach that part of the battle-front, 
had come up in rear and were then entrenching about Bucquoy. That welcome news was sent 
forward to the weary troops in front, together with orders to retire behind the new line. 

The 74th Brigade moved first. Evacuating their positions near Achiet-le-Petit the 3rd 
Worcestershire marched westwards through the darkness, passed through the outpost line of the 
62nd Division and concentrated at Bucquoy. There a most welcome hot meal was awaiting them, 
after which the 74th Brigade marched westward to Biez Wood; where the 3rd Worcestershire 
found quarters for the night in Battemoy Farm. 


The 57th Brigade had withdrawn, as we have told, to the spur west of Achiet-le-Petit. THere, 
in the absence of further orders, Colonel Sole’s little force halted and put out outposts, the remainder 
resting as best they could. The enemy did not come on, and at 3.0 a.m. came further orders fur 
retirement. The weary troops marched back through the positions of the 62nd Division until, 
at 8.0 a.m. on March 26th, they reached Essarts, whence they were directed onwards to Fonque- 
villers. 


The position north of the River Ancre on March 26th was still one of uncertainty and danger. 
Two new Divisions, the 42nd and 62nd, had come up, and the intention was to hold a defensive 
line from Puisieux through Bucquoy to Ablainzeville. With that intention the exhausted battalions 
of the 25th and 19th Divisions were moved into reserve positions, the 3rd Worcestershire near 
Gommecourt and the 10th Worcestershire near Hebuterne. Several moves took place during that 
day, and both Battalions dug themselves in at least twice ; but no further fighting fell to their share. 
The New Zealand Division arrived that afternoon, and a battalion of new “ whippet ”’ tanks which 
preceded the New Zealanders caused some little excitement. They had not been seen before by the 
troops, and their strange appearance caused doubt as to their nationality. 


During that afternoon (March 26th) the 57th Brigade entrenched a position south-west of 
Fonquevillers. Australian troops had arrived to take up the defence of Hebuterne, and the 19th 
Division was in support behind the Australian positions. The 10th Worcestershire remained in 
trenches near the road from Fonquevillers to Sailly-au-Bvuis all that night and all the next day 
(March 27th) as well, while a heavy attack on Hebuterne was beaten off by the Australians. Then 
came news of relief, and at midday on March 28th the 57th Brigade marched back from the line to 
Famechon. 

On their way back to rest the Brigade passed the Divisional Commander, Sir Tom Bridges. 
He stopped the Brigade and spoke to them, telling them how much he had appreciated their gallant 
stand. All ranks were pleased with that recognition ; but a greater honour was to come. On the 
next day (March 29th) orders were received to entrain for the north, and the 57th Brigade marched 
to Doullens. At noon that day His Majesty the King unexpectedly arrived at Doullens and honoured 
the battle-worn troops by a special visit. The 10th Worcestershire were selected to represent the 
Brigade, and His Majesty closely inspected the little force of fighting men who had so well upheld 
the honour of the Regiment. Then the 10th Worcestershire entrained and were carried out of 
Doullens Station on their way to Flanders (a). 


(a) No figures are available as to the total casualties of the 10th Worcestershire in the operations of March 21st--2tth. 
The total losses of the 57th Brigade(3 battalions) were 53 officers and 1090 N.C.O’s. and men out of a fighting 
strength of pehaps 1900. Seventeen officer casualties of the Battalion will be found on previous pages. 
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March 1918, THE PIONEERS AT COURCELETTE. 


Meanwhile the 3rd Worcestershire also had moved out of the battle-area. We have told how 
on March 26th the 74th Brigade was in position in reserve east of Gommecourt. At 11.0 p.m. that 
day came word that the 25th Division would move back into General Reserve. 

The Worcestershire companies withdrew from their trenches, and the Battalion assembled 
with the other units of the Brigade west of Fonquevillers on the road to Souastre. The column 
marched off («) into the darkness and reached Couin, ten miles distant, early next morning. After 
resting till midday, the 74th Brigade marched on again ten miles to Puchvillers, where the 25th 
Division was concentrating. No billets could be found in that crowded village, and the 3rd Worces- 
tershire had to pass the night, a very cold night, in the open. 

On March 28th the march was resumed, and the Brigade tramped a further fourteen miles to 
billets in St. Quen. Notwithstanding the strain and the exposure the troops marched splendidly 
and that night they found good quarters, where the Battalion lay for the next two days, resting and 
cleaning up (8). 


March 25th had been a day of disaster for the troops of the Third Army south of the River 
Ancre. During four consecutive days and nights the officers and men of the Slst, 2nd and 47th 
Divisions, had marched and fought, without sleep and in many cases without food or water. By 
the fifth dawn they were physically exhausted ; and, as we have seen, the German attack easily 
forced them back. 

The troops of the 63rd Division were in slightly better condition. Until March 24th the 
Naval battalions had not been heavily engaged, although they had been under constant shell-fire 
and although the physical strain of the retreat had been severe. So when the full force of the enemy’s 
attack was developed on March 25th, the Brigades of the 63rd Division resisted longer and more 
steadily than did the troops on their right and left. The position held by the 63rd Division at dawn 
on March 25th was, as we have already told a line east of High Wood running north and south 
actoss the devastated ground of the old Somme battle-field. That position was maintained until 
after 11.0 a.m. Then the 2nd and d5Ist Divisions were seen retiring in the Ancre valley on the left, 
and the 47th Division likewise falling back past Longueval on the right flank. That retirement 
compelled the Naval battalions likewise to retreat. To assist their withdrawal the Divisional 
Pioneers, the 14th Worcestershire, were placed under the command of the 188th Brigade. 

On the previous day (March 24th) the companies of the 14th Worcestershire, after successive 
Tetirements, had halted at nightfall. Headquarters of the Pioneer Battalion had been quartered 
at Martinpuich, ‘ A" Company at Le Sars, and“ B” and ‘“ C’’ Companies at Courcelette. 

Early in the morning of March 25th “ A” Company and “ B’’ Company had been called in 
to join Battalion Headquarters at Martinpuich, leaving “ C’’ Company at Courcelette under the 
orders of the 190th Brigade. 

On receipt of orders from the 188th Brigade, Lt.-Colonel Caldier Ladd took “ A” and“ B” 
Companies back from Martinpuich to the higher ground between that village and Courcelette. 
There the Pioneers hastily entrenched. On their left flank the line was prolonged by the reserve 
battalion of the 188th Brigade, the Ist Battalion Royal Marines. While the troops dug in, the 
Divisional R.E. (c) blew up the few houses still standing in ruined Martinpuich, 

In the Ancre valley on the left flank, disordered troops could be seen streaming back, and 
presently over the ridge in front came retreating the two front-line battalions (d) of the 188th Brigade. 
The retreating troops came down the slope to Martinpuich and then up to the position of the Pioneers, 
passed through them and rallied in rear. Behind them great masses of the pursuing enemy came 
forward over the skyline. 

The enemy were pressing the pursuit with the utmost boldness, and companies and battalions 
in close formation could be scen advancing behind the leading waves. As soon as the first lines 
of the German infantry were within range, the thin line of Pioneers and Marines opened rapid fire, 
with rifles and Lewis-guns. The first line of the enemy was checked, but the supporting troups 
behind could be seen steadily advancing. 

When the first onrush of the enemy had been checked, the Marine battalion was ordered 
back to a fresh position. The I4th Worcestershire covered their retirement and faced the enemy 
alone. On the right the Battalion’s flank was unprotected ; on the left flank the advancing enemy 


(a) At 2.30 a.m. 

(b) The total losses of 3/Worcestershire, March 21st—-25th had been 5 officers—4 killed (Capt. J. M. Lett, Lt. D. G. 
Hemus, Lt. F. G. Elliott, 2/Lt. A, Houghton), 1 wounded (2,Lt.C. Latham), 16 killed and 182 other ranks. 
82 wounded, 49 missing, on March 2]st—23rd. 1 wounded on March 24th. 30 wounded, and 4 missing, 
on March 25th, 

(c) 247th Field Company R.E. 

(d) 2nd Battalion Royal Marines, and Anson Battalion. 
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were nearing Grandcourt ; but the Pioneers held firm, taking good cover in the shell-holes which 
pitted the aesolate battle-field and shooting rapidly whenever the enemy attempted to advance. 
For two hours the Battalion held up the enemy’s attack. During that time Captain H. C. Maben 
was conspicuvus by his bravery, reorganising and controlling the line under closc and heavy fire (a) : 
2/Lieut. H. W. Woods, although wounded, remained in the frout line, fuing a Lewis-gun after all 
the gun-teain had been hit, and inspiring his men to resist to the last (0). 

Presently batteries cf the enemy's field artillery came trotting forwards over the skyline 
east of Martinpuich, unlimbered in the open and commenced to bombard the defensive line. 
Casualties Lecuine heavy, Colonel Caldier Ladd (c)and many of his men were struck down, and at 
2.30 p.m. Major D. N. Rowe, the sole surviving senior officer, decided that the remnant of the 
Battalion must retire if they were to avoid annihilation. 

So effectively had the fire of the Pioneers checked the enemy that they were able to withdraw 
back over the ridge they had held, although the nearest of the enemy were within a hundred yards. 
The two compames made their way down into Courcelette and up across the shcll-holes to the 
heights beyond (d) near Mouquct Farm. There a new defensive position had been taken up by the 
190th Brigade, togethcr with ‘‘ C’’ Company of the Pioneer Battalion. 


While the other companies of the 14th Worcestershire had becn cngaged east of Courcelettc, 
“C” Company, coinmanded by Captain A. P.Watkins, had been ordered back by the 1Yvth Brigade 
from Courcelecte to Mouquct Farm. There the Pioneer Cumpany entre1ched themselves on the 
right flank of the Brigade. That position was held until the remnant of the 188th Brigade had 
fallen back from Courcelette ; then orders were given for a further gencral withdrawal to the line 
of the Thiepval Spur. The company went down across the valley to Thiepval, marching steadily : 
the only unit of the whole Division which was still in good ordcr. On the eastern side of Thiepval 
the company deployed, but almost at once a nicssage Was signalled back that the enemy were breaking 
through the centre of the line in from. ‘the Pioneer company was crdered forward to fill the gap. 
The company was about to advance, when Captain Watkins saw a force of the cnemy pouring 
forward over the skyline on to the u1.defended left flank of the Brigade. The previous order was 
cancelled, and the Brigade-Major of the 190th Brigadc led ‘ C’’ Company to guard the threatened 
flank. Captain Watkins deployed his platoons amid a tangle of old trenches and shell-holes (e) 
and for sume time held back the enemy. But the attack was in too great force to be denied. In 
face of overwhelining numbers the Pioneers gradually withdiew, a platoon at a time covered by 
the fire of the rest. Captain Watkins was badly woundcd but continued to direct the withdrawal 
so long as his strength remained, helped along by his men, who fell back in good order to the ruins 
of Thiepval (f). There a fresh defensive line had been established by the other troops of the Division. 
The Pioneers passed through the village, made their way down the slope, and rejcined the remnants 
of the other companies of the Battalion in Thicpval Wood. 

The enemy’s pursuit died down, and the three Brigades of the 68rd Division were able to 
Treorganise. Lventually the 189th Brigade, with “ B’’ Company of the Pioneers, were left in 
Thiepval Wood, while the front line above the wood was held by the 188th and 190th Brigades, 
to which were attached “ A’”’ and “‘ C’’ Companics of the Pioneer Battalion. 

Although the enemy’s infantry did not advance, the German guns bombarded the Thiepval 
position, and before the day was out Major Rowe had been wounded. The command of the 14th 
Worcestershire then passed to Captain Maben (g). 


That night came orders (4) for the 63rd Division to withdraw across the River Ancre to the 
slopes on the western bank. In darkness the troops filed down through the tree-stumps of Thiepval 
Wood and across the marshy river to the ridge about Mesnil. Orders were then received for “ A” 
and “ C”’ Companies of the Pionccers to move back to Martinsart. 

During the day of March 26th the 12th Division came up from reserve to take over the defence 
of the river line, and all three companies of the 14th Worcestershire were ordered to march to 
Englebeliner and concentrate as a Battalion once more. 


(a) Captain Maben was awarded the 1D.S.0. (b) 2/Tieut. Woods was awarded the M.C. 

(c) Colonel Caldier Ladd was severely wounded and was sent back on a stretcher. Unfortunately the stretcher party 
lost their way and were captured by the advancing enemy. Colonel Caldier Ladd died of his wounds. 

(d@) During the retirement from Courcelette Captain J. R. Blake and 2/Lt. H. N. Brearley were hit. 

(c) Practically the site of ‘‘ Hessian Trench,” held by the 3rd Battalion in October 1916. 

(f) During the retirement of the platoons very gallant work was done by the two surviving subalterns, Lieuts. J. 
Hackett and E. H. Schofield. Captain Watkins was afterwards awarded the M.C. 

(g) Casualties, 14th Worcestershire March 25th. Killed 3. Wounded and missing, Lt.-Col. A. Caldier Ladd, Capt. 
J. R. Blake, 2 Lt. H. N. Brearley and If men. Miscine, 20 N.C.O’s. and men. Wounded, Maior D. N. Rowe, 
Capt. A. P. Watkins, 2/Lt. W. M. Bowie, 2/Lt. H. W. Woods and 45 N.C.O's, and men. Total casualties 
14 Worcestershire during March were 25 officers and 354 other ranks. 

(hk) Reccived by L4iu Worcestersi ire at 3.0 a.m, 
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March 1918. THE ist BATTALION ENTERS THE BATTLE. 


That was the last which the Pioneers were to scc of the great German offensive. For the 
next two days the 14th Worcestershire remained in reserve at Englebelmcr, while the enemy made 
unsuccessful efforts to drive the 12th and 63rd Divisions fron their positions along the Ancre. Then 
the cnemy’s effort died away. Afcer March 28th there were no further attacks, and that afternoon 
the Pioneer Battalion was ordered back, first to Mailly-Maillet and then to Forceville. There they 
remained for a time, busily engaged on the construction of reserve lines of defence. 


Thus by March 26th the British Third Army had been forced back to the edge cf the Somme 
battle-field of 1916. We must now see what had been happening furthcr south, on the front of the 
Fifth Army. There heavy fighting had been in progress since the opcuing cf the battle on March 
2ist. Among the reinforcements sent to the assistance of the Fifth Army had been the 8th Division, 
including the Ist Battalion of the Regiment. 


+ © & &  £  F eK e 


The first sign of the great German attack which reached the Ist Worcestershire at Muringhem 
had been an urgent warning order on March 2Ist that all units of the 24th Brigade were to be ready 
to move at five hours notice. All arrangements fur a rapid move had already been worked out, and 
when definite orders came that evening (a) everythi.g was rcady. Next morning the Ist Worces- 
tershive marched to St. Omer and at midday entrained for the front. 

Thc troop train carried the Battalion southwards to the Somme area. Night had fallen 
befure the train reached Amiens ; thence after a short delay the journey was continued eastwards 
to Nesle. At 2.30 a.m. on March 23rd the train reached Nesle Station. The troops dctrained 
and asscmbled in the darkness. An apprehensive R.T.O. gave such information as he pcssessed, 
together with a telegraphic order from XIXth Corps Headquarters (6). The orders were for the 
8th Division to take up a dcfensive position alci.g the River Somme from Bethencourt to Brie. 
The information was sufficiently alarming. The Fifth Army was said to be in disorderly retreat : 
the strength and the nearness of the advancing eremy were alike unknown but distant firing could 
be heard. 

Neither Divisional nor Brigade Headquarters had as yet arrived. The three battalions 
of the 24th Brigade were assembled by their respective cun.manders and marched northwards 
through the darkness to Epenancourt. Thence the thrce battalions tcok up position as best they 
could in the darkness, the lst Worcestershire deploying to the right as far as Pargny, the 2nd 
Northamptonshire deploying to the left, and the Ist Sherwocd Foresters (c) continuing the northern 
flank of the Brigade past Cizancourt to the bridge at St. Christ (d). 

At dawn the troops entrenched as best they could on the slopes above the river. The 
eastern horizon was lit up by gun-flashes. Siraggling troups and filceing country-folk came herding 
back across the bridges, bringing reports of the enemy’s advance. Orders came that the line of the 
river must be held at all costs. 


During the morning (March 23rd) the troops dug themselves into cover along the river 
banks. Eastward the sound of gun-fire could already be heard, coming nearer and ever nearer. 
During the day some troops of the 23rd Brigade came up and prolonged the line to the right of the 
1st Worcestershire. The roads in front became congested with a confused rabble cf retreating troops 
and country-folk. 


Soon after midday the gun-fire sounded nearer, and bursting shrapnel gave warning that 
the enemy was at hand. To censure the safe withdrawal cf the retreating troops in front, Major 
(acting Lieut.-Colonel) F. C. Roberts led “A” and “B” Companies of the Ist Worcestershire 
across the xiver and established a bridge-hcad pusiuicn on the high ground cast cf Falvy. 

About 2.0 p.m. the retreating battalions of the Fifth Army began to come through the line 
of the 24th Brigade. Mostly they were North-Country troops of the 5uth Division, but other troops 
were intermingled. In spite of their long ordeal of fighting and marching they were still in good 
heart, but men and munitions alike were exhausted. Many were wounded and all were desperately 
weary. They stumbled through the protective linc, and went on as best they could to reorganise 
in the open country behind. 


{a) At 6 p.m. 

(b) Those orders were issued to the Brigade direct by XIXth Corps, as 8th Division Headquarters were not yet 
established. 

(c) At that date the Ist Foresters were commanded temporarily by a brilliant young officer of the Worcestershire, 
Captain (acting Lieut.-Colonel) T. Hi. Watson, son of Colonel! R. J. Watson of the Regiment. Although only 
25 years of age he commanded the battalion most successfully until his death in the operations about to be 
described. Major (acting Licut.-Colonel) F.C. Roberts, commanding the Ist Worcestershire, was only eighteen 
months older. (d) For the area covered by these operations sce map facing Page 243. 
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THE COUNTER-ATTACK AT PARGNY. 23rd March 1918. 


Hard on the heels of the retreating troops followed the pursuing Germans, They closed 
in upon the rearguard of the 50th Division and would have cut them off had not Major Roberts’ little 
force been at hand. The two Worcestershire companies opened fire, checked the pursuit 
and enabled the rearguard to withdraw. Major Roberts held his ground until the last of the 50th 
Division had crossed the river. Then he withdrew his platoons, evacuated Falvy, and blew up the 
river bridges (a). The enemy vanguard followed slowly, and shots were exchanged across the river 
before darkness fell. 


The night was unquiet, with intermittent gun-fire and constant sniping shots across the river. 
The Ist Worcestershire—some five hundred fighting men in all—were deployed in a line of small 
defensive posts from Pargny to north of Epenancourt. The front held was too wide to permit of 
any large reserve. About 8 p.m. Major Roberts went along the line of posts from north to south. 
On reaching a small post some six hundred yards north of Pargny village (b) he was told that the 
enemy had gained the village: that post had been shot at from the northernmost houses: the 
posts nearer to Pargny had ceased to fire and must have been destroyed. 

Major Roberts realised at once that the battalion supposed to be on his right flank must 
have gone back ; realised also that the wrecked bridge at Pargny must still be passable, and that 
unless the village could be recaptured there was nothing to prevent the enemy from advancing 
in the darkness and rolling-up the Brigade from the right. He determined upon an immediate 
counter-attack. 

In about twenty minutes Major Roberts had assembled all his available reserve, some 45 
N.C.O’s.andmen. He led them by covered approaches to an assembly position west of the village (c) 
and thence along the sunken lane to the cross-roads at the village’s south-western exit (d). There, 
sheltering behind a broken-down cottage, he gave whispered orders. 

Success depended on the moral effect of sudden surprise in the dark by a determined attack : 
the bulk of his little force would charge straight down the village street (e) : two small flanking parties, 
ten men each under trusted N.C.O’s., would work down the outer side of the houses to head off 
fugitives. At about 9 p.m. all was ready. . 

‘We started off,” wrote Major Roberts, ‘‘ with fixed bayonets and magazines loaded. 
“ For the first hundred yards or so we went in two parties in single file on each side of the main road, 
“at the walk and as quietly as possible. The first sign 1 had of the enemy was some shouting from 
“ houses we were passing, and then both machine-gun and rifle-fire (very wild) from windows and 
“doors, with small parties dashing into the streets and clearing off in the direction of the bridge: 
“Once this started we all went hell-for-leather up the street, firing at anything we saw and using 
“the bayonet in many cases. Every man screamed and cheered as hard as he —— well could, and 
“‘ by the time we reached the Church the village was in an uproar—Bosches legging it hard for the 
** bridge or else chucking their hands up. In the Churchyard itself the hardest fighting took place— 
“ tombstones being used as ifin a game of ‘ hide-and-seek.’ After clearing it we had a few moments 
“‘ rest and then went smack through to the bridge, where a crowd of Bosche were trying to scramble 
“across: some did and some didn’t. That more or less ended it................ The two flank parties 
“did extremely well as regards turning runaways into us, and increasing the general confusion ; 
“which as a matter of fact went far to helping us get the village. We actually captured six light 
““machine-guns and fifteen to twenty prisoners, and killed about eighty.......... Our own losses 
“were heavy. . 0.2” 

The success of that swift counter-stroke must partly be attributed to good fortune, for it is 
clear that the German vanguard—weary, doubtless, after their long advance—had been lulled 
by the weakness of the previous opposition into neglect of all ordinary precautions ; but the boldness 
of the scheme, the quickness of the plan and the reckless courage of the attack (f) all make that little 
fight worthy to be remembered by the Regiment as an example of what can be achieved by pluck 
against odds. 


After the recapture of Pargny the front of the Ist Worcestershire remained unchanged through- 
out the night ; but dawn showed the situation to be serious. In front the enemy were massing in 
strength ; away to the left the Sherwood Foresters were with difficulty holding back fierce onslaughts 
at St. Christ ; on the right flank the 24th Division had retreated. The enemy had crossed the 
river at Bethencourt and were entering Morchain. 


(a) The bridges had previously been prepared for demolition. Actually at Pargny the demolition, as we shall see, 
was not completely effective. 

(6) Point (A) on the plan. (c) Point (B) on the plan. (d) Point (c) on the plan. (e) Road (B)—(D) on the plan. 

(f) That brilliant counter-attack, together with his brave leading in the days which followed, earned for Major Roberts 
the Victoria Cross. 
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Major (Acting Lieut. Colonel) F, C. Roberts 


in the counter-attack at Pargny. 


9 p.m. 23rd March, 1918. 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday, in the possession of the Regiment. 
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March 1918. THE GREAT GERMAN OFFENSIVE. 


Major Roberts withdrew the right flank of his Battalion from Pargny and wheeled the com- 
panies back into position facing south-east on the heights behind Epenancourt. Thence they were 
able to sweep with fire the open slopes north of Morchain. For a time the enemy were checked ; 
but the troops of the 24th Division further south continued to retreat. Before dusk the Germans 
had gained Dreslincourt and were close to Pertain. 


All night long heavy fighting continued to the southward, and the sound of firing worked 
further round the right flank ot the Battalion. At dawn it was clear that the outer flank was nearly 
encircled. Withdrawal was inevitable, and in the first light of March 25th the Ist Worcestershire 
and 2nd Northamptonshire fell back across the open through Licourt, and took up a new position 
along the railway embankment behind Marchelepot. The withdrawal was made in good order, 
the companies retiring in succession, covering each other by fire. 

In their new position the two battalions were in touch with other troops on the right holding 
Omiecourt ; but a gap was opened by the withdrawal between the left flank of the Northamptonshire 
and the right of the Sherwood Foresters. The Foresters had made a wonderful defence of the 
crossing at St. Christ (2). Even when thus isolated they continued to hold their ground for some 
time longer ; but presently they fell back to the railway near Misery and rejoined the Brigade. 

The position on the railway embankment was held until long after dark. Shortly before 
midnight came orders for another retirement: the 24th Brigade would withdraw to Ablaincourt. 
In the darkness the companies assembled and tramped back to the new position. Before dawn they 
were ensconced in a line of half-ruined trenches—the very trenches which the 6lst Division had 
held in the spring of 1917 (8). 

The 24th Brigade was reorganised. Several additional battalions had come under the orders 
of the Brigade during the previous twenty-four hours. The 6th Durham Light Infantry were now 
on the right of the lst Worcestershire. The 2nd Northamptonshire were still on the Battalion’s 
left lank. Further to the left the line was prolonged by troops of the 50th Division. Behind 
the line the remnant of the Ist Sherwood Foresters lay as a reserve. 

At dawn on March 26th the enemy came on in force against the new position but were beaten 
back by the fire of the defence. Further south, however, the line gave way and at 10.0 a.m. came 
orders for the 8th Division to fall back once more, to a position at Rosiéres. That village would 
be held by the 23rd Brigade with the 24th Brigade on their right. 

To reach the new position the 24th Brigade had to move south-westward, a matter of difficulty 
since already the enemy’s troops were in ruined Chaulnes on the right flank ; nevertheless the with- 
drawal was successfully made by a devious route past Lihons, and by 3.30 p.m. the new position 
had been taken up. The defensive line lay along the shallow valley which runs up towards Rosiéres 
from the eastern outskirts of Meharicourt. Already some half-dug trenches marked the new line, 
and the 20th Entrenching Battalion, which had been digging those trenches, came into line on the 
right flank of the Brigade. The 2nd Northamptonshire had crossed the track of the Ist Worcester- 
shire during the retirement and were now on the right flank. The left flank of the Worcestershire 
was close to the Sugar Factory, which was held by a group of machine-gunners and other details. 
North of the Sugar Factory the line was continued by the 23rd Brigade under Colonel Grogan. 

At dusk strong forces of the enemy could be seen advancing across the open country towards 
Meharicourt. During the night patrols of the enemy pushed forward, and firing was constant, 
while with desperate haste the entrenchments of the defence were deepened and strengthened. 

That night the weary troops were heartened by an order which came down the line that this 
new position must be held at all costs. ‘‘ The Corps Commander,” ran the words, “‘ looks to all 
tanks to make one more supreme effort and maintain to the last the magnificent fighting qualities 
and endurance already displayed throughout the battle. Every man who is able to retire is equally 
able to use his rifle or bayonet and will therefore maintain his place in the line until relieved.” 


THE BATTLE OF ROSIERES. 


Dawn of March 27th showed dense waves of the enemy pouring forward over the open slope 
beyond Meharicourt. All along the line guns and rifles opened fire, and under the rain of shells 
and bullets the first and second waves of the enemy dwindled and came to a halt ; but a third wave 
carried forward their survivors and surged up against the British trenches. The rapid fire of the 


(a) During that defence their gallant young commander, Lt.-Colonel T. H. Watson (see previous footnote) was killed. 

(6) The trencheswhich the 2/7th and 2/8th Battalions of the Regiment had been holding at the beginning of the German 
retreat to the Hindenburg Line. Casualties of the 1/Worcestershire had included :—March 23rd—Killed— 
Lt. J. E. T. Haynes, wounded—Lt. G. L. Roberts. 2/Lt. B.C. Lovick. March 24th—Killed—Capt. M. Warren, 
wounded—Capt. J. A. Smithin, Lts. T. M. Carnochan and J. Potter, 2/Lts. J. Robinson, W. Hipkiss, H. F. 
Wilkins, W. H. Varlow and L. D. Faulk. 
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THE GREAT GERMAN OFFENSIVE. March 191s, 


Worcestershire and the Northamptonshire withered the attack on their front, but on the right the 
half-trained Entrenching Battalion gave way, and the Durhams also were forced back. A critical 
situation was saved by tne Sherwood Foresters, who came up from the rear and by a brilliant counter- 
attack re-established the line. The Germans tell back behind the road which runs from Rosiércs tu 
Meharicourt, leaving the open slope west of the road strewn thick with their dead. 


After that repulse (a) the enemy made no further attempt to storm the trenches of the 24th 
Brigade, but heavy firing continued throughout the day across the little valley. On the left the 
28rd Brigade, after very heavy fighting around Rosiéres Station, had also held their line (b). The 8th 
Division had everywhere stoud firm, but to nurth and south the position was not so satisfactory. 
On the south the enemy had gained some ground, but tar more serious was the situation on the 
northern flank. The rigitt flank of the British Third Army, north of the River Somme had swung back 
a long way further than the left flank of the Fifth Army south of that River, and the enemy, working 
up the line of the river, were already beginning tu envelop the left flank of the Fifth Army's position. 

As a result, orders were issued for a fresh retirement, to a line facing north-eastward along 
the southern bank of the River de Luce which runs through Vrely and Caix. That latter village 
was already occupied by a French battalion, and the 24th Brigade fell back into line with the French 
troops in the early hours of March 28th. On their right the 17th Brigade held Vrely. 

Vrely, however, now furmed a sharp salicnt, and about midday a strong enemy attack broke 
through the line at that point and overwhelmed the defenders. The 24th Brigade narrowly escaped 
being surrounded, but after severe figiting the Brigade succeeded in wheeling back into a new position 
running due south from Caix. There was a gocd line of old trenches, well wired, and the dogged 
survivors of the Brigade prepared to make a desperate resistance ; but, befure any strong enemy 
attack developed, orders came to retreat again, this time right back into reserve. Frer.ch troops 
had come up in sufficient numbers to allow some rest to the exhausted British battalions. A new 
line was being established through Meziéses and Demuin. ‘That position was held by the 2uth 
Division, with French troops on its right flank. Behind that line the 8th Division would reorganise. 


That final retirement began about 3.0 p.m. Falling back by alternate companies, the battalions 
of the 24th Brigade eventually shook off their pursuers, passed through the outpost line of the French 
near Meziéres and reached Moreuil in the beautiful wooded valley ot the River Avre. After a short 
rest the march was continued acruss the river to Rouvrel, where the Ist Worcestershire found billets. 

Six days of incessant fighting, inarching (c) and digging had left the survivors of the Battalion 
utterly exhausted, and throughout the twenty-four hours which followed officers and men slept 
like logs. After dark on May 29th they were roused, and marched as best they could to join the 
rest of the 24th Brigade further back in billets at Jumel. 
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Meanwhile, first on the right flank and then on the left flank of the Fifth Army, the survivors 
of the 2/8th Worcestershire had been heavily engaged. 

It will be remembered that on March 2Ist the 2'8th Worcestershire in the ‘‘ Furward Zone" 
of the 182nd Brigade by St. Quentin had been overwhelmed by the enemy’s attack, and that at the 
end of the day there remained only the Battalion Transport and the ‘‘ Battle Reserve” of officers and 
men who had been left out of the line to provide reinforcements in case of need. These details (d) 
together with the similar reinforcements for other battalions of the 61st Division, were hastily formed 
into a composite battalion under Major Davenport of the 2/4th Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry, and were ordered, during the afternoon of the first day of the battle, to dig a line of 
defensive posts along the road from Ugny to Douilly. 

There they passed the night. Next day (March 22nd) orders were issued that the 6lst 
Division would withdraw to the third system of defence ; and in the late afternoon the composite 
battalion was ordered to march back to Offoy and establish a position to cover the river crossing. 
That was done, and in that new position the composite battalion remained through long hours 
of darkness, while past their line stre samed refugees of every description. 


(a) During the day most ‘gallant work w. ‘done ‘by Sergt. E. Joseph, in charge of the Battalion Signall prs. Under 
intense tire of shells and bullets he repeatedly worked along the telephone lines repairing breaks and main- 
taining communication throughout the battle + he was awarded the D.C.M 
During the days fighting Captain G. A. Sheppard was wounded, and the Commanding Officer, Major (acting 
Tacut.-Colonel) F.C. Roberts was also lit. When Major Koberts was compelled to go back to hospital the 
Adjutant, Captain W. C. Stevens was left in command. Other casualties of the 1 Worcestershire dunng 
March 26th—28th included the following officers wounded-—Lieuts. L. G. Bradfield, A. K. Whitehurst, H 
Simpson and D. McCrellin, 2/Lts. $.G. Russell, FG. Lee and B. M. lear. 

(h) His gallant conduct on this day geaned folonel Grogan, then commanding the 28rd Brigade, a bar to bis 1S 0 

(¢) Throughout that period conspicuous good work had been done by the Brigade Signalling Otticer, Captain C. VW. 
Court, whe had shown the greatest pluck and devotion to duty. Lie was awarded a bar to his M.C., as was 
also the Adjutant of the Battalion, Captain W. C. Stevens. (d) 3 officers and 69 other ranks. 
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The night was warm and clear. Disordered troops of the 30th Division came blundering 
back to the bridge from the eastward ; but no enemy attack had yet developed when, about 4.0 a.m., 
troops in good formation came marching up to the bridge from Voyennes in rear. Those reinforce- 
ments proved to be the 182nd Brigade once more, under Lieut.-Colonel Bilton of the 2/8th Worcester- 
shire. The Brigade, after a prolonged defence of the ‘‘ Battle Zone,’”’ had been ordered to withdraw 
through Matigny to Voyennes ; thence they had been ordered to Offoy. The Brigade, now consisting 
of but two battalions, the 2/6th and 2/7th Royal Warwickshire, could muster only about 600 men ; 
but Colonel Bilton’s orders were to hold the bridge at Offoy and he dispcsed his trocps for its defence, 
taking Major Davenport’s composite battalion under his command. 

Just before dawn came fresh orders. The 20th Division, ccming up from reserve was about 
to take over the defence of the canal. The 1821.d Brigade was placed under their command and was 
ordered to move to a position astride the railway near Hombleux. The Brigade moved off accordingly. 
Presently troops of the 20th Division arrived at Offoy Bridge to take over its defence, and Major 
Davenport’s little command, thus relieved, marched to join the 182nd Brigade. On joining the 
Brigade they were placed in support, by the Halte on the railway, soon after daybreak (March 23rd). 
a the same time two companies of the 1/5th (Pioncer) Battalion of the D.C.L.I. (a) joined Colonel 

ilton’s force. 


Some four miles to the eastward lay the town of Ham, and about 10.0 a.m. the enemy’s 
advanced guard was seen issuing from the southern outskirts of the town, advancing towards Esmery 
Hallon. Orders were sent to Colonel Bilton to attack that advanced guard in flak. The two 
Warwickshire battalions were ordered to hold the position at Hombleux while the counter-attack 
ni to be made by Major Davenport’s command (b) supported by the two ccmpanies of Cornish 

ioneers. 

No artillery was available to support the attack, nor were there any machine-guns ; Major 
Davenport’s men, the xcemi.ants of five different battalions, had no weapons save their rifles and 
bayonets ; they had been under arms for forty-eight hours and had eaten nothing since March 2st ; 
but the troops answered the call with fine spirit: they deployed quickly and formed up for attack 
in three lines, the Worcestershire leading. The order was given to advance. 

Then came a dramatic mument. With the Cornish Pioneers was their band ~- an excellent 
band which had often played in rest billets to the units of the Division. With quick inspiration 
Major Davenport had placed that band under cover near the front line ; and, as the Worcestershire 
lads scrambled to their fect, the band crashed out the opening bars of the Regimental March 
“ Royal Windsor.” 

The effect was magical. A roar of cheering rang down the line from flank to flank, and the 
tired, hungry men surged forward with a will—played into action, even as their predecessors of 
Albuhera and Sobraon, by that grand marching tune which, in the far-off days of powder and 
pipeclay, was given by a King’s daughter (c) to the old Twenty-Ninth. 


The counter-attack came under a sharp fire from the cottages in front, but the Worcestershire 
lads were not to be denied. Shooting and bayonetting, they drove the enemy’s vanguard back 
out of Verlaines, cleared the houses of Eppeville and puslcd on until checked by heavy fire frcm 
the southern outskirts of Ham. 

Then they held firm on the ground they had gained till darkness fell, cheered by a warm 
message of congratulation sent forward by General Mackenzie, commanding the 61st Divisicn, 
who had watched the little attack (d). 

The position gaincd was held throughout the night. At dawn en March 24th the enemy 
attacked in strength under a heavy bombardment, crossing the canal at Offoy and Canizy. The 
troops of the 20th Division holding those points were driven back. At Ham the details of the 61st 
Division made a gallant resistance, but eventually they: were outflanked and were compelled to 
fall back to Esmery-Hallon. There they passed through the line of some French troups holding 
that village. Behind the French positions the detachment reorganiscd (e). 


(a) The Pioneer Battalion of the 61st Division. 

(0) Spoken of in the report as a ‘ composite company 

(c) For the history and the music of the Regimental March see Appendix IV. 

(2) In that attack the casualties of the details of the 2.8th Worcestershire were 26, including 4 officers—Lt. C. H. 
Younghusband, 2'Lts. A. Yardley, } Southwell, and A. Frost, all wounded. Lieut. Younghusband, who 
showed great bravery in that counter. ack, was awarded the M.C. 

(e) In that day’s fighting the gallant Major Davenport was killed, The Worcestershire detachment now mustered 
some 20 N.C.O's. and men, with no officer. 
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Touch with the 182nd Brigade had now been lost, but presently orders were received from 
the 20th Division for the detachment to march westwards to Damery. The little force set out. 
After a trying march of some fifteen miles along roads crowded with refugees and retreating troops, 
they reached Damery at nightfall. At 9.0 p.m. orders came to move on again to Folies. There 
the details were ordered to dig in. With much labour they constructed a line of defensive posts 
which they held throughout the next morning (March 25th). 


Several shifts of position during March 26th (a) were ended on the arrival at Le Quesnel of 
the remnants of the 61st Division, which had now retreated clear of the fighting line. he details 
reported to the 182nd Brigade, and were placed in position east of Le Quesnel. A small reinforcement 
arrived, consisting of collected stragglers and of officers and N.C.O’s. returned from courses ; bringing 
the strength of the 2/8th Worcestershire up to 13 officers and 125 N.C.O’s. and men. 

Dawn of March 27th brought heavy gun-fire from the eastward, where the main bcdy of the 
Fifth Army was fighting the Battle of Rosiéres. The remnants of the 61st Division manned their 
entrenchments and prepared to cover a further retreat ; but before they could become involved 
in the fighting, news came that French troops would take over their position. Before nightfall 
the French troops arrived. The meagre defences were handed over. The little force which repre- 
sented the 182nd Brigade marched up the main road to La Maison Blanche, and there at 2.0 a.m. 
(March 28th) the 2/8th Worcestershire embussed. The 6lst Division were moving north to jcin 
the XIXth Corps in the area just south of the River Somme, 


The reason for that move was not far to seek. We have already told how the rapid retirement 
of the troops on the right flank of the Third Army north of the River Somme had exposed the left 
flank of the Fifth Army fighting on the Rosiéres line. A daring German advanced guard had pushed 
up the line of the River Somme to Cerisy and had thence struck southwards, seizing Warfusee- 
Abancourt and forcing, as we have seen, a general retirement of the left flank of the Fifth Army. 
The weak 61st Division was being hurried up to repair that breach. 


The busses carrying the 2/8th Worcestershire and the 2/7th Royal Warwickshire rattled 
into Marcelcave about 3.30 a.m. on March 28th. The troops got out, and the busses went back 
to fetch the rest of the 182nd Brigade. Their second journey was slow, and it was broad daylight 
before the Brigade was concentrated. At dawn the enemy’s guns commenced to shell the village. 
Firing continued throughout the morning while plans were made for attack. 


It was known that the enemy were in the neighbouring village of Warfusee-Abancourt, little 
more than-a mile to the north-east. After several changes of plan it was decided that the 182nd 
Brigade should remain in reserve at Marcelcave while the other two Brigades of the 61st Division 
attacked. The Brigade was to be ready to advance as soon as Warfusee-Abancourt was taken. 

At 11.30 a.m. the other two Brigades advanced to the attack, and the 182nd Brigade moved 
forward from the houses of Marcelcave into the railway cutting north of that village. Crowded 
in the cutting, the 2/8th Worcestershire waited the orders to advance in their turn. The expected 
order to advance did not come ; instead, the enemy’s gun-fire, which had been intermittent through- 
out the morning, increased to intensity. Shells struck all round the cutting and many crashed into 
it, causing heavy casualties among the crowded troops. Presently the survivors of the two Brigades 
in front came straggling back into the railway cutting. The enemy in front was much stronger than 
had been expected: with great boldness the Germans had brought up several field batteries which 
were firing over open sights at the attacking troops. Machine-guns had enfiladed the attack frm 
the eastern flank, where the enemy were in force. 

The repulse of the British attack and the strength of the enemy made it most probable that 


.a fresh German attack must soon be expected ; a second line of defence was clearly essential, and 


at 4.0 p.m. orders were given that the 2/8th Worcestershire were to move back from the railway 
cutting. The Worcestershire, together with the Divisional Pioneers and other units, were to entrench 
a new line of defence west of Marcelcave. 

The precaution was timely, for at 6.0 p.m. the enemy made a fierce attack from the eastward 
against Marcelcave and fought their way into the village. By 7.0 p.m. Marcelcave was in the enemy's 
hands: the remnants of the other two battalions of the 182nd Brigade (b) had to evacuate the 
cutting and fell back westward to the position of the 2/8th Worcestershire. There a new defensive 


(a) Morning March 26th details moved from Folies to the Beaucourt-Mezieres Cross Roads; afternoon to Le Quesnel. 
(4) That evening the command of the 182nd Brigade was taken over by Colonel A, W. Pagan of the Gloucestershire, 
and Colonel Bilton reverted to command of the 2/8th Worcestershire. 
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line was established and held. As darkness fell the enemy’s guns ceased their fire (a2). That night 
the fine weather which had lasted all the week broke at last, and rain fell heavily. 


Next day (March 29th) brought no attack against the front of the 6lst Division; but the 

enemy’s guns bombarded the shallow trenches. The troops were soaked to the skin and very tired 
but they held firm. 
: At dawn on March 30th a heavy bombardment was opened all along the front. Presently 
the enemy’s infantry could be seen crowding forward on the right towards Demuin. Soon came 
news that they had stormed that village. A general withdrawal then began, but there was one 
little unit which did not abandon the fight. After a short retirement the 2/8th Worcestershire 
again pushed forward and reoccupied their trenches, although everyone else was in retreat. 
Eventually the movement was stopped, and one by one the various detachments which had held the 
defensive position came back to their original alignment (8). 

That days fighting was the last for the 6lst Division. At 2.0 a.m. on March 3lst relieving 
troops arrived, and the remnants of the 2/8th Worcestershire marched eastward into reserve in 
Gentelles : they numbered 8 young officers with 61 N.C.O’s. and men. 

At Gentelles the 182nd Brigade remained for three days (c), holding posts on the reserve 
line, shelled occasionally but fortunately without further loss. On April 3rd came definite orders 
to withdraw to the back areas. The Brigade, some 400 strong, marched to Longueau early next 
morning. At 10.0 a.m. the little party which represented the 2/8th Worcestershire embussed and 
were carried back through Amiens to Briquemesnil. 


The German attack on March 30th and the resulting loss of Demuin shook the whole front 
south of the Somme, and the exhausted troops of the 8th Division had to be called upon for a further 
effort. Early that morning orders were sent to the battalions of the 8th Division to be prepared to 
move forward to the line, and at 6.0 a.m. the 24th Brigade assembled in the streets of Jumel. The 
three battalions (lst Worcestershire, 2nd Northamptonshire, and Ist Sherwood Foresters) now 
mustered altogether not more than a thousand bayonets, and twenty-four hours of rest had hardly 
enabled them to shake off the effects of their six-days’ battle ; but the Brigade was still full of 
fight and marched off, first northward to Remiencourt and then eastward to the Sencat Wood. 
The enemy’s thrust at Demuin had been followed by another further south against Moreuil. There 
the 2nd Cavalry Division were being hard pressed. 

Throughout that day the Ist Worcestershire lay in reserve on the edge of the Sencat Wood, 
listening to the heavy firing and watching the smoke of burning Moreuil rising above the trees in 
front. After dark came orders to move forward across the River Avre and relieve the cavalry. 
The Brigade crossed the river at Castel and advanced up the slope to Moreuil Wood. The Worces- 
tershire were detailed as Brigade Reserve and took over reserve trenches in the valley west of the 
Wood from dismounted troops of the 16th Lancers and 4th Hussars. The other battalions of the 
Brigade went forward to the eastern side of the wood. 


Next morning (March 31st) a strong German attack broke through the troops north of Moreuil 
Wood and captured Hill 110 together with the small wood on that hillock’s western face. The Ist 
Worcestershire formed a defensive flank with two companies from the wood to the river and held 
that line until a counter-attack late in the afternoon by the 2nd Royal Berkshire retook the wood 
and the hill. The neck of trees between the Small Wood and the Main Wood was still held by the 
enemy, and the position of the two flanking companies of the Worcestershire was readjusted to 
face that belt of trees. 

Throughout the Ist of April the position stayed unchanged. That night French troops (d) 
came up through Castel and took over the line. After relief, the 24th Brigade marched back to 
Dommartin, where all slept soundly till the following midday. Then the march was resumed to 
Vaux-en-Amienois. There busses were waiting, which carried the remnant of the Brigade back 
out of the battle area. Late in the evening of April 2nd the Battalion debussed at Hangest, and 
lay there for three days, enjoying a well deserved rest (e). 


(a) Casualties 2/8th Worcestershire on March 27th—30th included six officers :—Killed, 2/Lt. H. S. Ludlow and 2/Lt. 
A. W. Dudley ; wounded, 2/Lt.C. Pratt; Missing, 2/Lt.E. W. Wells, 2/Lt. C. W. Lawrence, and 2/Lt. V. 
C.H. Spencelayn. 

(6) Itis worth while quoting the text of the Brigade Diary. ‘‘ On seeing the troops on our right being forced back, 
“the oddments with the Brigade once again began to withdraw ..... During this withdrawal the troops 
“on either flank of 2)8th Worcestershire retired and they were left isolated. In spite of considerable machine- 
“ gun fire from the right they maintained their position. This proved of great value in getting those who had 
“withdrawn to go forward again.” Throughout that day, Captain J. B. Graham, commanding the little 
party of the 2/8th Worcestershire, showed great courage and ability. He led the advance which recovered the 
lost trenches, and subsequently he was awarded the M.C. 

(c) During that period Lt.-Colonel L. L. Bilton resumed command of the Battalion. (@) The French 133rd Division. 

(e) During those operations, from March 23rd till April 2nd, the Ist Worcestershire lost in all 19 officers (*) and 404 
N.C.O’'s. and men (f), out of a previous fighting strength of 31 officers and 737 N.C.O’s. and men. 

(*) 2 killed, 16 wounded, 1 missing. (ft) reported as 24 killed, 180 wounded, 200 missing. 
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The great German offensive had spent its force by the last day of March: on April 5th the 
last attack died away, and the enemy’s advance came to an end. The British Third and Fifth 
Armies had been driven back twenty miles with immense loss of casualties, prisoneis, stores and 
guns. At the time those losses blinded the judgment not only of the Regimental cfficers and men 
but also of the spectators at home. The great battle was regarded as a disaster, the greatest British 
disaster in history. Nowadays, at long last, the struggle may be regarded in a truer perspective. 

“‘ Contrary to the generally accepted verdict,” writes Mr. Churchill, “‘ I hold that the Germans, 
judged by the hard test of gains and losses, were decisively defeated (a).'’ The British Armies 
had retreated, but they had lost neither their cohesion nor their fighting spirit. The German Armies 
had advanced, but they had gained no decisive result, and they had paid for their advance by 
casualties far exceeding those of their antagonists. ‘‘ They lost for the first time in the war, or 
“at any rate since Ypres in 1914, two soldiers killed for every one British and three officers killed 
“ for every two British ’’ (6). 

That toll had been exacted by the stubborn defence of the British battalions, by the devotion 
of the many brave men who fought to the death in the forward trenches, shooting down the best 
troops of the enemy before they themselves were overwhelmed. The ‘‘ shock-troops,” the picked 
soldiers of the German Armies, had been sacrificed to break the British defence ; andin that unbroken 
defence the Battalions of our Regiment had played their part. The 3rd Battalion at Morchies, the 
10th Battalion at Doignies, the Pioncers at Courcelette, the Ist Battalion at Pargny and at Rosiéres, 
all alike had held back the advancing enemy and had inflicted losses far in excess of their own strength ; 
but, when all those brave Battalions have been given their due, it is the memory of the ~/8th 
Worcestershire at St. Quentin that is most worthy of honour—the memory of that gallant little 
band who, without thought of retreat or hope of relief, held ‘ Ellis Redoubt ”’ to the last through 
eight long hours against overwhelming cdds, and by their sacrifice helped to purchase our final 
victory. 


(a) ° The World War, 1916-18" =p 420. 
(d) sb p. 421, 
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THE LYS AND THE AISNE, 


trench-line in Flanders. We have told (a) how the German concentration between Arras and 

St. Quentin had been balanced by a reinforcement of their forces around Lille. During 

the first days of April those forces were further strengthened. The German commanders 
had decided to strike for the Channel ports. 

The front against which that stroke was to be made was the trench-line between Bethune 
and Armentiéres which had been established in the winter of 1914 and which had been the scene 
of the British attacks in the spring of 1915. Since that period no great event had occurred in the 
low lands about the River Lys ; and the first months of 1918 had witnessed very little activity along 
the line from Bethune northward to the sea. The routine of the trenches had been uneventful, even 
on the shattered battle-fields of the Ypres Salient. 


Hie: had the fury of the onset abated in Picardy when a fresh storm broke over the 


The great German offensive in Picardy had, at first, but little effect on the situation of the 
opposing armies in Flanders ; indeed the battalions in the Ypres Salient noted, some days after the 
great battle further south had begun, that the hostile gun-fire on their front was actually less marked 
than before. 

At that time, it will be remembered, there were two Battalions of the Regiment in the Salient, 
the 2nd and the 4th Worcestershire. 


The 2nd Worcestershire had remained in the Salient throughout the first weeks of March 2 
holding trenches, either in front line or in support, on the ridge south of Passchendaele. The ND 
situation was uncertain, constant patrols were necessary, and during a daring little enterprise on 
the night of March 28th/29th Lieut. L. R. Tilling was severely wounded (6). 
Besides that activity of patrols there were several changes of front. Troops were being 
withdrawn from the south of the Salient to meet the German offensive, and the other Divisions in the 
Salient had to extend their line to cover the gaps. The front of the 2nd Worcestershire was twice 
extended, until by the end of the month the right flank of the Battalion was south of Zonnebekc 
and within a few hundred yards of that position north of Polygon Wood which the Battalion had 
held in the week after Gheluvelt. 
The 2nd Worcestershire remained in that area, either in front line or in support, until April 
5th (c); by that date orders had been received for the 33rd Division to be relieved from the line, 
and to move back for a short period of training before proceeding south to reinforce the Third Army. 
So on April 5th the Battalion left Ypres, and marched westwards through drizzling 
rainto Brandhoek. After dark on the following night (April Gth/7th) the Battalion marched onwards 
to Peselhoek and thence moved by train to Tincques. From that station the 2nd Worcestershire 
marched to billets at Izel-les-Hameau near Penin, and settled down to training. 


The 4th Battalion had been billetted in Poperinghe on March 21st when the first news came 41H 
of the German offensive further south. The Battalion was under orders for the line, and next - 
evening (March 22nd) the 4th Worcestershire moved up to their former trenches near Tournant 
Farm. There the Battalion stayed for many days. The reduction of troops in the Salient prevented 
the normal system of relief: battalions had to hold firm where they stood, and all that could be done 
was for the front-line companies to change over with those further back. The enemy’s artillery 
shelled the positions intermittently, causing several casualties (d), but the German infantry were 
inactive. Little of note occurred, but the long tour in the trenches was trying to all ranks, and 
physical weariness was beginning to affect both officers and men by the time that orders came for 
telief. On April Gth came word that the 41st Division would take over the line, and that the 29th 
Division would move back for training, preparatory to proceeding to the battle area further south. 


(a) See page 323. () For the area of these operations see map facing page 301. 

(¢) Battalion in front line, March Ist-6th, 14th-18th, 24th-30th. }sattalion in support positions, March 10th-13th, 
22nd-24th. Battalion in reserve in Ypres, March 6th-10th, 18th-22nd, March 30th. No exact figures are 
available as to losses during this period, but the figures given for the Brigade while the Battalion was holding 
the Brigade front line are, March Ist—6th—1 killed, ] 1 wounded, 14th-18th—2 killed, 9 wounded, 24th-30th—— 
7 killed, 19 wounded, besides Lt. Tilling. 

(@) Casualties, 4th Worcestershire, March 22nd-April 8th, killed 2/Lt. R. S. Thomas, (March 24th), and 8 N.C.O's. 
and men. Wounded 2/Lts. G. G. Royal, A. Rudd and L. Mason, and 31 other ranks. 
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It was understood that Arras would be their destination. On April 8th the officers of the relieving 
battalion (a), came up to reconnoitre the position. The relief was arranged to take place during the 
following night. 


*. ¢ *¢ *¢ © * £€£ £ &€ & *€ 


When the impetus of the enemy’s great attack in Picardy had died away and when the new 
line there had been established, it was decided to move the tired Divisions which had fought that 
battle up to the quiet Flanders front. The 19th and the 25th Divisions were among the first to be 
moved, and thus at the beginning of April the 10th and the 3rd Battalions of the Regiment came 
once more to Flanders. Both battalions came back to parts of the line which they knew well, the 
10th Battalion to Messines, and the 3rd Battalion to the line near Armentiéres. 


The 10th Battalion came first. We have already told how the Battalion entrained at Doullens 
Station on March 29th, under the eyes of His Majesty the King. From Doullens the train carried 
the battalion northward to Strazeele. Detraining there, the 57th Brigade marched westward and 
took over the line in front of Messines. On the night of March 31st the 10th Worcestershire relieved 
the Australian 19th Battalion in trenches just south of the little stream called Blauwepoortbeek (6). 
The Battalion remained in these trenches for the next eight days, absorbing drafts of reinforcements 
and gradually recovering from the effects of the fighting of the preceding week. 

On April 7th orders were issued for the relief of the 57th Brigade by another Brigade of 
the 19th Division. Subsequently that relief was postponed, and word came that on the night of 
April 10th/l1th the 19th Division would be relieved in the line by other troops. So the 10th 
Worcestershire remained until April 10th in the front-line trenches east of the Messines Ridge. 


The 3rd Battalion after two days rest at St. Ouen, had tramped ten miles on the last 
day of March to entrain at Candas after dark. Next morning the Battalion detrained at Caestre and 
was carried by lorries to “ Aldershot Camp’”’ near Neuve Eglise. On April 2nd the 74th Brigade 
moved forward to the front line and took over the Le Touquet trenches facing Warneton. The 3rd 
Worcestershire relieved the Australian 27th Battalion and passed three uneventful days in that 
quiet sector. On April 5th the 75th Brigade took over the forward trenches, and the 74th Brigade 
moved back into Divisional Reserve in the neighbourhood of Neuve Eglise (c). The 3rd Worcester- 
shire were relieved by the 8th Border Regiment and returned to “ Aldershot Camp.” There the 
Battalion remained, resting and refitting, during the next three nights and days. 


Thus on the evening of April 8th the 3rd Worcestershire were lying in ‘‘ Aldershot Camp ” 
while the 10th Worcestershire, in the front-line trenches east of Messines, were awaiting forthcoming 
relief. Further north, in the Ypres Salient, the 4th Worcestershire, also in front-line trenches, were 
likewise making arrangements for relief. In the back areas, at Izel-les-Hameau, the 2nd Worcestct- 
shire were completing their last day of training in preparation for their expected move to the South. 


The British line around the Messines Ridge and in the valley of the Lys was by then held 
entirely by weak British Divisions which had already borne the brunt of the German offensive in 
Picardy: from north to south, the 9th, 19th, 25th, 34th, and 40th Divisions (@). The front held by 
the 40th Division lay just south of Armentiéres ; thence the line was continued down to Festubeit 
by the Portuguese Expeditionary Force. 


The night of April 8th/9th was fine and warm, with little indication of any coming battle. 
A few German gas shells fell near the reserve position of the 8rd Worcestershire ; but that was not 
unusual. The artillery of both sides had been active during the previous two days, but otherwise 
nothing had disturbed the normal routine of the Flanders front. 


THE BATTLES OF THE LYS (e). 


The sound of heavy gun-fire, distant as yet but ominously prolonged, roused the 3rd Worcester- 
shire in their camp at dawn on April 9th. Presently rumours came running round: the Portuguese 
were being attacked. Rumours and reports became more numerous, more definite : the Portuguese 
line was broken: the Portuguese were in retreat. 


(a) The 23rd Middlesex. (b) The more southerly of the two streams which unite to form the Wambeck, On 
April Ist 2/Lt. W. E. Franklin of the Battalion was killed. ¢ 

(c) The other two Brigades of the 25th Division were now holding the line in front of Warneton between the River 
Lys and the River Douve. On April 6th Lt.-Colonel P. R, Whalley was invalided, leaving Major R. F. Traill 
again in command of the 3rd Battalion. 

(d) The first three were included in the 1Xth Corps, and the last two, south of the Lys, formed part of the XV. Corps. 

(e) The first phrase of the Lys Battles, April 9th—11th, has been designated officially ‘‘ The Battle of Estaires.” 
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9h Lh April 1918, THE ATTACK ON THE LYS FRONT. 


Not until 11.0 a.m. did definite news to that effect reach even the Headquarters of the 25th 
Division, and it was past midday when an urgent message came to the Division from IXth Corps 
Headquarters ; the line south of the Lys was giving way ; to assist in its defence the reserve of the 
25th Division, the 74th Brigade, would move at once southwards to Steenwerck and would be placed 
at the disposal of the XVth Corps. That order reached the 3rd Worcestershire at 12.45 p.m., just 
as the troops dinners were being issued. The meal was hastily bolted, equipment was donned and 
spare ammunition issued, and at 1.30 p.m. the Battalion moved off southwards to the appointed 
assembly-position of the 74th Brigade at Steenwerck. 

By 3.30 p.m. the three battalions of the Brigade had assembled at the rendezvous, just north 
of Steenwerck : the situation was explained and orders were issued. 


The enemy, it appeared, had routed the Portuguese and were advancing north-westward 
towards the crossings over the River Lys between Armentiéres and Estaires ; there were three main 
crossings, Tespectively at Erquinghem, Bac-St-Maur, and Sailly-sur-la-Lys. 

Already it was reported that the enemy’s advanced troops had reached Bac-St-Maur. The 
74th Brigade would advance at once to drive back the German vanguards and to establish a line 
along the river to cover the three crossings: the 9th Loyal North Lancashire would occupy the 
nver bank from Sailly to Bac-St-Maur, the Ith Lancashire Fusiliers from Bac-St-Maur to the 
river bend near L’Hallubeau, and the 3rd Worcestershire from L’Hallobeau to Erquinghem. 

To reach those positions the three battalions would march south forthwith, the 9th Loyals 
by the road through Pont Vanuxcem and La Boudrelle,the 11th Lancashire Fusiliers by Le Sequemeau 
and Croix-du-Bac, and the 3rd Worcestershire by the road that leads to L’Hallobeau. 

Forward the three battalions marched accordingly, each down its separate road. The 
country was absolutely flat with strong hedges, and it was difficult to see a hundred yards. Advancing 
as swiftly as was compatible with caution, the 3rd Worcestershire soon encountered a retreating 
stream of wounded and stragglers from the 40th Division. The enemy, they said, were at hand. 
Presently from the front and trom the right was heard the dry stammer of machine-gun fire. Bullets 
began to strike acruss the road as the head of the Battalion reached L’Hallobeau, and it were clear 
that the enemy were in strength around Croix-du-Bac ; but no hostile force barred the advance 
of the 3rd Worcestershire, and the Battalion pushed on southwards past L’Hallobeau to the river 
bank,andthere established a defensive line as ordered, from the river bend to the bridgeat Erquinghem. 
At that bridge the left flank of the Battalion gained touch with troops of the 34th Division. “A,” 
“B" and “C" Companies held the front line along the bank. Battalion Headquarters were 
established in L’Hallobeau, and “ D" Company was kept in hand as a reserve. 


It was dark before that position was secure, and meanwhile the reports and the flashes of 
continuous firing around the houses and orchards further to the right showed that the enemy's 
advanced-guard had not yet been driven out of Croix-du-Bac. The 11th Lancashire Fusiliers had, 
in fact, been held up on the northern outskirts of that village. Further to the right, the 9th Loyals 
had paces the southern outskirts of La Boudrelle but could progress no further in face of machine- 
gun fire. 

It was clear that the enemy must be driven back across the river as soon as possible ; the 
longer the delay the stronger they would become. Croix-du-Bac must be stormed and, to assist in 
that attack, “‘ D’’ Company of the 3rd Worcestershire were ordered off to the right at 7.0 p.m. to 
support the Lancashire Fusiliers. Thus reinforced, the Fusiliers attacked again at 2.0 a.m. that 
night and fought their way through the village, reaching a half-made fortification called “ Suffolk 
Post ’’ some distance south of the houses. At the same time the 9th Loyals gained ground towards 
the Pont de la Boudrelle, while on the left flank of the Brigade the right company of the 3rd Worcester- 
shire pushed forward unopposed and occupied “ Berkshire Post ”’ (a). 


The night was without a moon, dark and misty. Either parties of the enemy must have 
Temained in Croix-du-Bac when the Lancashire men pushed through in the darkness, or else fresh 
German troops found their way during the night through the gaps in the thinly-held line ; for at 
dawn (6) (April loth) fighting commenced again around Croix-du-Bac, and the posts of the Lancashire 
Fusiliers were attacked from the rear. As daylight grew the fighting spread further to the right, 
where troops of the 34th Division had come into line on the far side of the Stilbecque stream. 


(a) “ Berkshire Post" and " Suffolk Post " were part of half-completed reserve line of trenches—the “ Army Line,” 
corresponding to the “* Green Line "’ further south. 
(6) 6.15 a.m. 
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The reserve companies of the 74th Brigade were put into the fight in a last effort to drive 
the enemy back to the river. Their impetus carried the fighting line forward, and good progress was 
being made when, shortly before 10.0 a.m., the Germans were heavily reinforced. A strong force 
of the enemy advanced northwards across the river at Bac-St-Maur and attacked the Lancashire 
Fusiliers, forcing them out of Croix-du-Bac. The remnant of the Fusiliers fell back to Le Sequemeau. 
Orders were hastily sent to the 8rd Worcestershire to wheel back into line with them and to hold 
the ground between that village and L’Hallobeau. 

The Worcestershire companies were warned at once and moved back into the new position 
as swiftly as was possible. They arrived and deployed just in time. From Croix-du-Bac the enemy 
advanced in great force towards Le Sequemeau, but the 3rd Worcestershire were able to meet that 
attack from their new position with a fierce fire of musketry. Great numbers of the enemy were shot 
down and the attack was stopped dead. 

But though the enemy had been checked on the left flank of the 74th Brigade, the position 
on the right flank was critical. There the 9th Loyals had been forced back to Pont Vanuxecem. 
Their remnant was holding on with difficulty, while further to the right the enemy were forcing 
back the troops of the 34th Division on the western bank of the Stilbecque. Shortly after 1.0 p.m. 
the advancing enemy were close to Le Kirkem, and the defenders of Pont Vanuxeem were almost 
surrounded. 

About 2.0 p.m. the enemy again debouched from Croix-du-Bac and advanced to the attack. 
The 3rd Worcestershire, who so far had suffered little, again stopped the attack on their front ; 
but on the right flank of the Brigade the enemy broke through the brave survivors of the Loyals and 
Lancashire Fusiliers and drove them back to Steenwerck. In the streets of that village the remnant 
of the Lancashire Fusiliers put up a desperate fight, headed by their Commanding Officer, Colonel 
Martin. Eventually they were overcome, Colonel Martin being among those lost ; but their stand 
had given time for the Brigade to organise a last defensive line along the road which runs east and 
west across the Stilbecque, north of Steenwerck village. 

No orders to retire had reached the 3rd Worcestershire, but retreat was inevitable. Major 
Traill gave orders for retirement and the Battalion withdrew to the northward. The Worcestershire 
companies moved across country, unmolested save by random bullets, and eventually took up a 
position on the left of the new defensive line. The platoons extended and lined the railway embank- 
ment, facing south-west towards Steenwerck. A sapper Field Company of the 34th Division was 
deployed on the northern side of the railway, facing south-east, for it was rumoured that Armentiéres 
had fallen. The right flank of the sappers was in touch with the left flank of the 3rd Worcestershire 
and the pcint of junction thus formed the angle of a sharp salient. From every side, west, east, and 
south, came the sound of heavy firing. None of it, however, was very near at hand, and as darkness 
fell the troops, weary after twenty-four hours of continuous operations, dozed off over their rifles. 


Suddenly in upon the angle formed by the left flank of the 3rd Worcestershire there dashed 
a strong force of the enemy who had crept forward in the gathering darkness along the railway 
embankment from Trois Arbres. A wild fight followed up and down the railway line until the 
enemy, coming on in great numbers, planted machine-guns on the embankment and raked the 
position of the Battalion from end to end. Under that fire it became impossible to remain on the 
embankment, and the platoons fell back to shelter near the railway station. There the companies 
were rallied and reorganised. Major Traill then decided to wheel back into line with some fresh troops 
who could dimly te seen entrenching on the rising ground two hundred yards in rear. Accordingly 
the 3rd Worcestershire moved back through the dusk, under a harassing fire, across the open 
towards the trenches of the troops behind. 

“Who are you?” was shouted from the trenches as the stumbling platoons came within 
hailing distance. ‘‘ Worcesters,’’ answered the young soldiers of the 3rd Battalion. “ What do 
you mean ? ”’ called an officer in the trench, ‘‘ We are the Worcestershire.” It was the 4th Battalion 
of the Regiment. 


The 4th Battalion, it will be remembered, had been in trenches near Passchendaele on the 9th 
of April, expecting to be relieved that night by troops of the 41st Division, and thereafter to move 
south to Arras. 

That morning (April 9th) the trenches of the Battalion were heavily bombarded for an hour ; 
but no attack developed. News came up of the attack further south against the Portuguese, but 
nothing very definite had been ascertained by nightfall. Then the relieving trocps (a) arrived and 
took over the trenches. The Worcestershire platoons made their way back across the mud to Van 
Hugel Siding. There they entrained, glad to be quit of the Salient and thoroughly weary after 
eighteen days of continuous strain in the front line. In the darkness before the dawn the Battalion 
detrained at Poperinghe. 


(a) The 23rd Middlesex. 
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Despite the early hour Poperinghe was buzzing with excited rumours of disaster to the south- 
ward. The 4th Worcestershire marched out of the town to ‘‘ School Camp” at St. Jan Ter Biezen. 
Camp was reached at 6.0 a.m. Officers and men, alike exhausted, threw themselves down and 
slept, snatching what rest they could ; for urgent orders had been received to be prepared to move 
at a moment’s notice. 


At midday (April 10th) came orders to fallin. Outside the camp a fleet of busses was waiting. 
The 4th Worcestershire and the other battalions of the 88th Brigade embussed and were carried 
forward towards the battle front. Their exact destination was unknown. 

The busses rattled through Watou and then on through Abeele, Boeschepe, and St. Jans 
Cappel to Bailleul. As they neared Bailleul the sound of gun-fire could be clearly heard. The 
streets of Bailleul were seething with excitement, with disordered troops and frightened civilians : 
random shells were bursting near. The crowded busses made their way through the confusion 
and out of the town eastwards towards Armentiéres along a road choked with refugees and retreating 
troops, heavy guns and transport wagons. Several long-range shells fell and burst near the column. 
More and more congested became the road, and louder and louder became the sound of gun-fire. At 
last, near the Cabaret du Berthof, a staff officer on a motor-bicycle (a) stopped the column. The 
88th Brigade (b) debussed, amid a scene of utter confusion. Stragglers of all arms and services 
were thronging past, mixed up with crowds of terrified civilians, women and children, boys and 
old men, and it was some time before the three battalions could be formed up. 

The 88th Brigade deployed south of the road and then stood fast until the position in front 
should be ascertained. Shells were bursting in all directions, but the exact situation was unknown. 
Presently it was learnt that the advancing enemy were in Steenwerck. The steeple of that village 
could be seen over the railway embankment. Then German scouts were sighted close at hand in 
La Créche. The Brigade advanced, drove back the German scouts (c) and took up a defensive 
position south of La Créche. On the right the 4th Worcestershire held the railway embankment 
south of the houses, with their left flank some way west of Steenwerck Station. Thence, at an 
angle, the line of the 2nd Hampshire covered the south-western face of La Créche. Further to the 
left the line was prolonged by a half-battalion of the Monmouthshire and the Newfoundlanders, 
the left flank of the latter being close to Nieppe, which was occupied by troops of the 34th Division. 

At Nieppe the new position abutted on a half-completed reserve line of defences, known as 
the ‘ Army Line,” which ran from Nieppe northwards through Le Romarin, past Neuve Eglise, 
Lindenhoek and Mount Kemmel, towards Ypres. Those half-made trenches were the last prepared 
system of defence. Already the defences of the “‘ Army Line ” south of Nieppe were in the enemy’s 
hands, but north of Nieppe the line was still held by oddments of the 34th and 25th Divisions. 

The battalions of the 88th Brigade commenced to dig their entrenchments as darkness came 
on. In front of the 4th Worcestershire some other troops could be seen along the railway. About 
6.0 p.m., as we have narrated, a sudden outburst of intense firing close at hand was followed by the 
withdrawal of the troops in front back to the position of the 4th Worcestershire,and_by the discovery 
that those troops were none other than the Regiment's 3rd Battalion. , 


After mutual greetings, the 3rd and 4th Worcestershire re-disposed their companies for 
defence. The 4th Worcestershire, it was arranged, should hold the line north of the railway, and the 
3rd Worcestershire should extend south of the embankment. So the 3rd Worcestershire took up a 
position in support to the 74th Brigade between the railway and the northern bank of the Stilbecque 
stream, and with their left flank on the station. In front of them the rest of the 74th Brigade still 
held the line of the road south of the stream to Pont de Pierre. 

North of the railway line the 4th Worcestershire were able to release one company (d) from 
the railway embankment on the right of the line. During the night (e) that company moved forward 
and reoccupied Steenwerck Station. 

Further to the left the line of the 88th Brigade along the road to Nieppe had not been seriously 
attacked ; but the whole situation was obscure and perilous. The enemy made no attack during the 
hours of darkness, for the German troops were being reorganised in preparation for a further onslaught; 
nevertheless the general uncertainty demanded constant vigilance by all ranks of the two Battalions. 
No one knew what had happened at Armentiéres on the left front, but troops of the 34th Division 
had been retiring past the left flank in the darkness and it was believed that the town had been 


(a) The Staff-Captain of the 88th Brigade, Captain G. A. Pilleau of the Queen’s. 
(6) The Brigadier, Colonel B. C. Freyberg, V.C. had been summoned to Army Headquarters and the Brigade was 


ee orarly commanded by Major B. C. Senhouse Clarke of the 4th Worcestershire. The Brigade debussed 
about 4 p.m. 5 


(e) Those German scouts in La Créche must somehow have penetrated the defensive line south of that village. 
(@) “W" Company under Captain Marryatt. (e) About 2 a.m. 


349 


47H 


10TH 


THE GERMAN OFFENSIVES. SHh/1Oth Aprit 1918. 


evacuated. It was rumoured also that the Messines Ridge had gone. We must now describe 
what had happened in that direction for the fighting on the Messines Ridge had involved the 10th 
Battalion of the Regiment. 


The 10th Worcestershire, it will be remembered, were holding a sector of the front line east 
of the Messines Ridge. On their right and left were the other two battalions of the 57th Brigade, 
the 8th Gloucestershire and the 10th Royal Warwickshire. The three battalions had been in the line 
for eight days, and relief was awaited ; but on the morning of April 9th the thunder of guns to the 
southward and the subsequent news of the Portuguese débdcle had brought a sense of imminent 
canary, The relief was cancelled and all possible preparations were made to meet the threatened 
attack. 

The preparations possible were sadly inadequate. The three weak battalions of the 57th 
Brigade were covering a front of about 3,400 yards, extending from the River Wambeek on the 
north to the River Douve on the south. The front and the support lines of defence consisted of 
isolated posts, neither strong enough nor sufficiently well manned to ensure a long resistance. The 
reserve line was somewhat stronger, but even that was only a line of half-completed redoubts, not 
yet connected by a continuous trench. Worse still, the wide front of the Brigade absorbed every 
platoon of the three weak battalions in the mere occupation of the defences, leaving no reserve 
available for counter-attack. The situation was ominous, but north of Armentiéres the day of 
April 9th passed quietly enough, as also did the following night. 


THE BATTLE OF MESSINES, 1918. 


Dawn of April 10th was shrouded in a thick white mist. The first light had hardly found 
a way through that mist when, at 5.30 a.m., a terrific barrage crashed down upon the defences 
of the 19th Division. For half-an-hour the storm raged. Then behind their curtain of bursting 
shells the German infantry came flooding forward. 

On the front held by the 57th Brigade, the German attack was made by no fewer than thirteen 
battalions ; two of which were “‘ Stoss-triippen ’—picked fighting men specially trained. The dense 
waves of the attack poured forward in the mist, surged through the gaps between the defensive 
posts of the British battalions, and then flooded over the defences from flank and rear. There 
were many desperate struggles in the mist as the little groups of defenders fought back-to-back until 
finally overwhelmed. 

The regimental officers went down fighting at the head of their men. After all the officers 
of the two forward companies had fallen, Company-Sergeant-Major S. W. Brush and Company- 
Sergeant-Major F. Yeates took command and inspired the remnant of their men to resist as long 
as defence was possible. Sergeant B. King took command of his platoon after his officer had been 
killed, held up two successive attacks and then covered the withdrawal of the troops on either 
flank (a). Inspired by such leaders the platoons fought on, selling their lives at bitter cost. 

Soon after half-past six the last defences of the forward zone had fallen, and the enemy came 
crowding up the slope through the fog to storm the reserve trenches of the Brigade. Those trenches 
had already suffered severely from the bombardment ;_ but their garrisons held them desperately 
fighting to the last man against great odds. Eventually the sheer weight of the attack carried it 
forward. fk grey wave swept over the reserve trenches, killing most of the defenders and breaking 
the line (6). 


The survivors of the three battalions fell back as best they could through the mist up the 
slope to the crest of the Ridge. On the right flank a remnant of the 8th Gloucestershire turned to 
bay among the ruins of Messines : on the left flank a few detachments of the 10th Royal Warwickshire 
took up a position near the cross-roads east of Wytschaete : in the centre of the Brigade line some 
fifty leaderless soldiers of the 10th Worcestershire made their way up to the high ground south of 
Pick House. 

At the summit of the Ridge those hunted stragglers met an unexpected reinforcement. A 
British field battery, “A” Battery of the 88th Brigade R.F.A., (¢) had originally been in action on the 
reverse slope south-west of Pick House. Warned by the bombardment and knowing the weakness 
of the line east of the Ridge, the battery commander, Captain E. S. Dougall, M.C., had boldly run 


(a) C.M.S. Brush was awarded the M.C. C.S.M. Yeates and Sgt. King were awarded the D.C.M. 

(b) Casualties 10/Worcestershire on April 10th included: Killed—Lt. W. A. Beaman and 2/Lt. H. J. Luckman. 
Missing—Capt. G. M. I. Blackburne, Capt. A. M. Dickinson and 2/Lt. P. E. Thompson. Wounded—Capt. 
L. H. Salmon, Lt. T. Bishop, Lt. W. J. F. Heap, 2/Lt. H. Bryant, 2/Lt. C. J. Cullis. 5 

(c) Not to be confused with the famous “ A” Battery R.H.A. In several Artillery Brigades formed during the War 
the batteries were Icttered ‘‘ A’ to D”’ like the companies of a Line Battalion. 
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“The Last Line of Defence” 


The Survivors of the 10th Worcestershire with A/88 
Battery R.F.A. holding the Crest of the Messines Ridge. 


10th April, 1918, 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday, presented to the Regiment by 
Colonel A. G. Chesney and officers of the 10th Battalion. 


“So long as you stick to these trenches Twill 
| keep my guns here.” (page 351) 
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10eh Aprit 1918. ON THE MESSINES RIDGE. 


his guns forward on to the crest of the high ground, to give close support to the troops in front. The 
sight of the ordered battery rallied the retreating soldiers. They closed in on the guns, turned 
about and threw themselves down in some dismantled trenches on either flank. Captain Dougall 
took command of the little force, lent them his battery Lewis-guns, armed his spare gunners with 
rifles and sent them to aid the defence. 

The pursuing Germans came stumbling up the slopes through the mist. The guns blazed 
out over open sights at point-blank range. The stricken enemy fell back, reorganised and moved 
to encircle the battery ; but the survivors of the 10th Worcestershire opened rapid fire, and the 
advance was checked. The mist, which hitherto had crippled the defence, now proved their salvation, 
veiling the battery from the enemy’s overwhelming artillery. No shells struck near them, although 
the battery position was soon swept by the fire of the enemy’s rifles and machine-guns. 

Despite the bullets the gunner captain walked about as though on parade and calmly gave 
his orders. ‘‘ So long as you stick to these trenches I will keep my guns here,” he said to the 
Worcestershire lads ; and thus encouraged they held firm. Attack after attack was repulsed. At 
that short range the effect of the gun-fire was very great, and the attacking enemy hung back, 
waiting for reinforcements or for the mist to lift ; but providentially the mist hung low along the 
Ridge during the whole of that dull day. The morning passed, noon passed, afternoon drew on 
towards evening, and still that lone battery and its little group of supporters held the crest of the 
Messines Ridge. 

Behind them a new line of defence was being formed with desperate haste. Attempts at 
counter-attack were organised; but the forces available were not sufficient to achieve success. 
At Wytschaete the South African Brigade drove back the enemy and secured the position which 
the 10th Royal Warwickshire had maintained. Further south the advancing enemy poured forward 
along the valley of the Douve into Ploegsteert Wood. 

That advance made it necessary to recall Captain Dougall’s battery from its position, lest the 
enemy to the southward should take it in flank and rear. Wytschaete village was securely held, 
and a new line had been established from that village southward to Wulverghem. The crest of 
the Messines Ridge could safely be relinquished. 

Dusk closed in and orders came to withdraw. The guns of Captain Dougall’s battery were 
manhandled out of their position and down the shell-torn slopes. The survivors of the 10th Worces- 
tershire covered and aided that withdrawal till the guns had been worked back to the road behind. 
Then the battery limbered up and rumbled off into the darkness, and the little party of tired foot- 
soldiers tramped away to search for the Headquarters (a) of their Battalion. 


Battalion Headquarters of the 10th Worcestershire had escaped by good fortune from the 
general destruction. Colonel Sole and his immediate following had fought their way out through 
the surrounding enemy when the reserve trenches were overwhelmed. The little group made their 
way back, and took an active part in the organisation of the new defences behind the Ridge. As 
we have told, those defences consisted of a line running southwards from Wytschaete to the out- 
skirts of Wulverghem. The work of entrenchment was covered by the unexpected stand of Captain 
Dougall’s little force and by a gallant counter-attack against Messines made by two companies 
of the 8th North Staffordshire. The remaining two companies of that battalion were held back to 
defend the new trenches ; which were known thenceforward as ‘‘ the Wulverghem Line.” 

Presently the North Staffordshire were joined by a reinforcement of 700 men, a draft sent 
up from the base for the three battalions of the 57th Brigade. Those new arrivals were for the 
most part young troops, untried and half-trained. They had just arrived from England and were 
now thrown at once into a losing battle ; but they bore themselves manfully enough, and, under the 
command of Lt.-Colonel R. B. Umfreville, of the 8th Gloucestershire (b), they held most of the 
“Wulverghem Line ’’ until darkness fell. 

Before dawn (April 11th) came further reinforcements, a Brigade (c) of the 36th (Ulster) 
Division. The Ulstermen relieved the 8th North Staffordshire on the slope near Messines ; and 
such officers and men as still survived of the three battalions of the 57th Brigade found their way 
back to trenches in reserve. There the newly arrived draft joined the Battalion, and were organised, 
together with the survivors of the original companies, into six temporary platoons. 


(a) Where, characteristically, the only reference they made to their fight was to explain their absence to Colonel Sole 
by saying that “ they had been with some guns all day.”” The episode would have been unrecorded but that 
Capt. Dougall’s fine defence actually saved the 19th Division from destruction, and consequently was specially 
mentioned in the Divisional Report on the operations. The account here given is based on that Report, 
checked by the War Diaries of the flanking units. Captain Dougall was awarded the Victoria Cross. Unfor- 
tunately he was killed a few days later; and, in view of the heavy fighting and continuous losses of the 
following weeks, there seems to be little hope now of learning the identity of any of those brave men who, 
under his command, so well maintained the honour of the Kegiment. 

{t) But formerly of the Worcestershire. (c) The 108th Brigade. 
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Throughout April 11th those six Worcestershire platoons held trenches in the “‘ Wulverghem 
Line,” while away to their right heavy fighting raged round Ploegsteert Wood and Hill 63. By 
nightfall it was definitely known that Hill 63 was lost. From the lost hill the enemy would have 
been able to take the positions at Messines in reverse ; so orders were issued for the Ulstermen and 
the South Africans to withdraw to the ‘‘ Wulverghem Line.’ They came back after dark, and the 
shattered battalions of the 57th Brigade were then ordered further back into reserve. The 10th 
Worcestershire were placed in position in reserve trenches between Lindenhoek and Daylight Corner(a). 
The Battalion remained in that position throughout the following day (April 12th). The enemy's 
artillery shelled the trenches intermittently ; but no attack was made that day against the front 
of the 19th Division. 


Meanwhile the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment was being brought into the battle. The 
training period of the 2nd Worcestershire in the Penin area had ended on April 9th, and next 
morning the 100th Brigade had started (6) on its march southward from Izel-lez-Hameau to join 
the Third Army on the Somme front. The 2nd Worcestershire marched at the head of the Brigade 
and had reached Manin when a sudden halt was called. Urgent orders had come, suspending the 
move and ordering a return to the former billets. The Battalion turned about and marched back 
in their tracks to Izel, where during the remainder of the day the troops lay waiting, while rumours 
of the new German offensive ran round. 

After dark (c) came orders. The fighting troops of the Brigade would march at once to 
Aubigny andentrain. The transport would move separately next day to a destination as yet unknown. 

The train carrying the 2nd Worcestershire moved out of Aubigny Station about midnight. 
In the early morning (d) of April 11th the train reached Caestre. Lorries were waiting which carried 
the companies of the 2nd Worcestershire forward to Meteren. There they were joined by the 
Temainder of the 100th Brigade. 

The scene at Meteren was similar to that which had confronted the 4th Battalion at Bailleul 
the day before. On cvery hand crowds of homeless refugees were streaming past ; for the enemy's 
guns had been bombarding Bailleul and its population was in flight. British heavy artillery near 
by kept up a deafening fire, but there was little information as to the position in front. 

At 10.0 a.m, came orders that the 2nd Worcestershire and the 16th K.R.R.C. would advance. 
The two battalions marched off along the road to Bailleul. The stream of refugees grew thinner 
and more hurried as the troops neared the town, and long-range shells burst close at hand. Bailleul, 
when reached, wasempty. _—The two battalions tramped through the town, along deserted streets. 
Many houses and shops were already in ruins, and others were collapsing every minute under a 
continuous bombardment. Bailleul was no place in which to linger, and the two battalions did not 
check their pace until clear of the town. 

East of Bailleul the two battalions marched forward in open country to the rising ground 
of the Ravelsberg. There a halt was called and a conference was held while the troops got ready 
for battle. Packs were discarded and extra ammunition was issued. The usual ‘‘ Battle Reserve ” 
sis ieee! from the companies and were assembled under the 2nd-in-Command, Major E. J. 

onaldson. 


The 100th Brigade had been placed temporarily under the command of the 25th Division 
and had been given orders to occupy the reserve trenches of the ‘‘ Army Line ’’ from Le Romarin 
to Neuve Eglise. The Brigadier decided to hold that position with the 16th K.R.R.C. on the right, 
the 2nd Worcestershire on the left, covering Neuve Eglise itself, and the Glasgow Highlanders in 
support near the Trois Rois Cabaret. The three battalions remained under cover until darkness fell, 
and then moved forward into their new positions. The ‘‘ Battle Reserve ’’ of the three battalions 
remained behind at a farm on the Ravelsberg. 

In darkness the 2nd Worcestershire took over their allotted front from the 1/4th K.O.Y.L.I. (¢). 
The Yorkshiremen then moved to the left and prolonged the defensive line. 

It was difficult to ascertain the exact situation in the darkness. It was understood that the 
75th Brigade (of the 25th Division) was in position by the houses of Le Romarin ; but patrols were 
fired on from those houses, which were discovered to have been seized by the enemy. Efforts were 
made by the 16th K.R.R.C. to organise a counter-attack against Le Romarin in conjunction with 
the 2nd South Lancashire of the 75th Brigade ; but that latter battalion was in no condition to 
attack, and the attempt was abandoned. The line was readjusted, the 16th K.R.R.C. holding 
the “ Army Line ”’ trenches down to the junction of ‘“ Leinster’ and “‘ Connaught ’’ Roads. Thence 
the 75th Brigade held a line across country to Rue-du-Sac, joining up there with the Newfoundlanders 
of the 88th Brigade, whose left flank had been drawn back to Papot. 


(a) Those trenches were part of the half-completed ‘‘ Army Line" already referred to. 

(b) 9 am. April loth. (c) 7.20 p.m, (d) 7 a.m. 

(e) The 14th K.O.Y.L.I. of the 49th Division had previously been sent up from reserve to assist the 25th Division; 
as yet they had not been engaged. 
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But though the left flank of the 88th Brigade had been drawn back, the right flank of that 
Brigade at La Créche had held firm in spite of heavy fighting during the preceding twenty-four hours. 

We have described how, on the night of April 10th/11th, the 3rd and the 4th Worcestershire 
had taken up position side by side about Steenwerck Station. That night, as we have recorded, was 
quiet ; the enemy’s attacks had died down and it was hoped that a2 counter-attack against Steenwerck 
village might be successful. A counter-attack was therefore organised next morning, by the 74th 
Brigade. The 3rd Worcestershire moved forward across the Stilbecque stream to the front line 
along the road beyond, and the right flank of the 74th Brigade was strengthened by a newly arrived 
battalion, the 5th York and Lancaster. 

At 9.30 a.m. (April llth) that attack was launched. Pushing forward with the bayonet 
the 3rd Worcestershire reached the outskirts of the village. A sharp fight followed, for the enemy 
were in great strength with many machine-guns ; but a footing was won and was held for about an 
hour. On the right the 5th York and Lancaster had taken the Cabaret de Saule. 

At 11.0 a.m.:the enemy was heavily reinforced and began to push forward round the flanks 
of the Brigade. Fighting stubbornly, the 3rd Worcestershire held their ground until the enemy 
was round their left flank. Then orders were given for retirement and the troops fell back to their 
former position along the road north of the village. On the right of the 74th Brigade the 5th York 
and Lancaster likewise fell back to the southern bank of the Stilbecque stream. The 3rd Worcester- 
shire then took over most of the front line of the 74th Brigade, for the other two battalions of the 
Brigade had been reduced to a mere handful of survivors. The left flank of the 8rd Worcestershire 
was bent back to gain touch with the 4th Worcestershire at Steenwerck Station. 


The 4th Worcestershire had remained on the defensive during the day of Aprilllth. Gun-fire 
had been continuous, and several German patrols had worked up along the railway line from Trois 
Arbres: those patrols were driven back and a few of the enemy were captured (a). For the rest the 
Battalion was mostly occupied in improving the position. The trenches were deepened and strength- 
ened, wire was found round about and was put down in front of the line, ammunition was collected 
and aid-posts arranged. One thing at least was satisfactory : there was no lack of food. The fields 
and the deserted farms were swarming with livestock. Cows, pigs, sheep, turkeys and fowls were 
wandering in all directions ; and the troops occupied the intervals between successive bursts of 
firing by cooking chickens behind the parapet. 


Darkness closed in and the fighting died down. Intermittent gun-fire and sniping con- 
tinued throughout the night. Far behind the lines, the opposing commanders were grappling with 
the crisis of the War. The British Commander-in-Chief had determined to fight for every mile of 
ground, had asked Marshal Foch for help to stem the enemv’s advance, and had drafted a special 
order calling on his men for a great effort to stem the enemy’s advance. ‘‘ There is:no other course 
“open to us,” said the Field-Marshal, “ but to fight it out. Every position must be held to the last 
SWOT. Sy -4. 4 Gach With our backs to the wall and believing in the justice of our cause, each one 
“of us must fight on to the end.” 

On the other side the German commanders had made an even more fateful decision. The 
initial success of the attack had exceeded their expectations. The British armies seemed to be on 
the point of collapse. Victory seemed to be within their grasp. Ludendorff had decided to exploit 
the success and to reinforce the German armies in the Lys battle-area with the bulk of his available 
reserves. Thus reinforced they were to make a supreme effort to break the British line and to 
gain the Channel ports. 

That night long columns of German troops were tramping forward to the front line, ready 
for the decisive attack next day. 


THE BATTLE OF BAILLEUL. 


Dawn of April 12th was ushered in by gun-fire from every side. Along the whole Lys battle- 
front the German forces advanced with determination and in great strength. The German Sixth 
Army struck up the valley of the Lys direct for Hazebrouck: the German Fourth Army attacked 
to gain the range of heights which rise behind Bailleul. 


From the high ground held by the 2nd Worcestershire at Neuve Eglise the enemy could 
plainly be seen advancing over the southern shoulder of the Messines Ridge. Field-glasses showed 
the German forces coming on past Ploegsteert Wood in irregular formation, their companies and 
platoons working forward along the folds of the ground and up the hedges and ditches. Mounted 
men—officers or despatch riders—could be seen moving about, and batteries of artillery could be seen 
on the roads. The whole countryside seemed full of the moving enemy. 


(a) During the day 2/Lt. S. J. Kye was conspicuous for bravery, and was subscquently awarded the MAC, 
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The enemy though visible were nevertheless too far distant for musketry to be effective ; 
and premature firing would disclose the position of the defence. So the Worcestershire companies 
Temained quiet in their trenches under an intermittent bombardment. 

Close in front of the “ Army Line”’ trenches the hillside was much enclosed with hedges and 
obscured by trees. Two “ fighting patrols ’’ were sent out (a), led by 2/Lieuts. H. J. Nicklin and 
F. G. Parry withorderstoengage the enemy’s advanced troops and deceive them as to the real position. 
Those two patrols (b) did admirable work. Working cautiously from hedge to hedge they made 
their way past Petit Pont and encountered the advancing enemy south of L’Alouette. Both 
subalterns handled their men with great ability and held back the enemy for some hours. Eventu- 
ally the German advanced troops were heavily reinforced and pressed round the flanks of the two 
patrols, forcing them to fall back. Still fighting, they withdrew safely to the trenches held by the 
Battalion (c). 

So successful had been the delaying action of the two patrols that the enemy’s advanced 
troops did not come close to the ‘‘ Army Line” trenches until the afternoon: then there was a 
sharp interchange of fire, which continued until nightfall. Batteries of field artillery came trotting 
forward in full view, unlimbered and bombarded Neuve Eglise over open sights, causing a stampede 
of the last remaining inhabitants (d). 


Away to the southward in the low-lying valley of the Lys the enemy were steadily gaining 
ground. West of Steenwerck the German line was strongly reinforced. North of that village 
an attack seemed imminent. A ruined farm lay in front of the position of the 3rd_ Battalion. 
Attempts were made to hold it but the enemy's fire was deadly and the farm was untenable. Then 
Sergeant H. Smith volunteered to burn it down. He went out alone with the necessary materials, 
fired the building and thus prevented its use by the enemy (¢). 

On the northern side of the railway embankment the 4th Worcestershire were engaged 
continuously throughout the day against the oncoming enemy. German patrols pushed forward 
from Rabot and Trois Arbres and the German artillery intermittently bombarded the line. An 
attempt was made to occupy some ruined farms in front as advanced posts ; but several hidden 
machine-guns opened fire and the farms could not be secured (f). The enemy were clearly in great 
force, and all ranks were kept on the alert. 


Between the positions of the 2nd and the 4th Worcestershire a desperate struggle took place 
that day around Papot and Le Romarin. There the worn-out troops of the 34th Division were attacked 
before midday by strong forces. For a time they held their ground, but they sent back word that 
they were too weak in numbers to maintain a long resistance. 

That message reached the 100th Brigade, and General Baird decided to send reinforcements. 
No formed body of troops could be spared, so the General decided to employ the “ Battle Reserve” 
of the 2nd Worcestershire. That little detachment were given their orders and marched off—130 in 
all with six officers (g), commanded by Major E. J. Donaldson. They marched, as ordered, from 
the Ravelsberg to De Broeken and reported to the staff of the 88th Brigade. 

Little was known as to the situation in front, save that the line at Papot had given way, 
so Major Donaldson was ordered to advance and take up a defensive line east of De Seule. He led 
his little command forward through a heavy bombardment, crossed the light railway near Organ 
Farm and deployed his men for defence, between the Newfoundlanders on the right and a mixcd 
force of Tyneside Scottish and South Wales Borderers on the left. The Worcestershire detachment 
scraped hasty cover for themselves with their entrenching tools ; and before dusk they were fairly 
well protected, their front line concealed behind a hedge. The night was dark ; but continuous 
firing and constant activity of German patrols allowed no rest. 


(a) It was not known whether any of our own troops were still east of the ‘’ Army Line.” 

(6) Each 25 strong with a Lewis-gun. 

(c) Casualties of the two patrols were slight, 2/Lieut. Nicklin’s party losing only one man. 2/Lieut. Nicklin was 
awarded the M.C. The other party lost three, but reckoned to have accounted for forty of the enemy. 

(a) At nightfall Battalion H.Q. of the 2nd Worcestershire was shifted from a dugout where it had first been located 
back to the Brewery on the Leinster Road (see plan). 

(e) Sgt. Smith was awarded the D.C.M. 

(/) In that fighting Sergeant A. H. Mogg was especially distinguished, heartening the garrison of a post which was 
being heavily bombarded by trench-mortars, and holding the enemy back with his Lewis-gun, despite a severe 
wound : he was awarded the D.C.M. Throughout the defence of La Creche a conspicuous part was played 
by the two Battalion Commanders, Major B. C. Senhouse Clarke and Major R, F. Trail: both were awarded 
the D.S.O. (a bar in the former case). Captain J. E. Thorneloe, Adjutant of the 4th Battalion, was awarded 
the Mc, 

(g) Major E. J. Donaldson, Capts. R. F, Barker,W. L. Smith, F. J. D. Gunston, and C. D. Bishop, Lieut. H. O. Treadwell. 
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13eh April 1918. THE DEFENCE OF NEUVE EGLISE. 


At dawn next morning (April 13th) the Germans attacked in force. Behind an intense barrage 
a dense wave of the enemy advanced from Le Romarin and Rue du Sac. On the southern flank of 
the attack, near Organ Farm, Major Donaldson’s little force, concealed behind their hedgerow, held 
their fire till the enemy were within close range and then opened with deadly effect. The attack 
there was withered, and the survivors of the enemy fell back. 

On the right flank of Major Donaldson's detachment, the trenches of the Monmouthshire 
Pioneers were rushed by the enemy; but a counter-attack by the Newfoundlanders restored the 
situation. Around the Connaught Road, however, the tired troops of the 34th Division were unable 
to withstand the onslaught. A large force of the enemy broke through them and advanced up the 
slope towards Neuve Ezlise. 

Other forces of the enemy at the same time assailed the trenches of the ‘ Army Line,” and 
the companies of the 2nd Worcestershire were engaged so busily to their front that they did not 
observe the advance of a force of the enemy up Leinster Road past their rear. The Germans were 
already close to the Brewery occupied by Battalion Headquarters when the alarm was given. At 
once 2, Lieut. A. C. Pointon led out every available man to the cross-ruads west of the Church and 
with a Lewis-gun (a) held back the advancing enemy. Colonel Stoney sent an urgent messag2 to “C"” 
Company, and that company moved at once to counter-attack. Ably led by Captain C. W. V. Peake 
““C*" Company advanced from the cast and closed in on the rear of the enemy in Leinster Road. 
Penned in the sunken road between two tires (b) the enemy resisted desperately, some sixty being 
killed before the twenty survivors surrendered. The sunken road was heaped with German dead, 
and among them were found six light machine-guns (c). 

During that fight another furce of the enemy entered the western end of the village, but were 
driven out by the Glasgow Highlanders. 


Fierce and confused fighting lasted all the morning on the slopcs south of Neuve Eglise. 
Two companies of the Glasgow Highlanders established and held a position north of Kortepyp 
Cabaret. Two other platoons of the Highland battalion reported to Colonel Stoney and aided in 
the defence of the village. But a wide gap existed between Kortepyp Cabaret and the front line 
of the 2nd Worcestershire ; for the 16th K.R.R.C. had almost ceased to exist. A remnant of that 
battalion, three officers and forty men, fell back about midday to a position astride Leinster Road 
at Buston Farm, and‘ B” Company wheeled back from its trenches into line with them ; but it was 
clear that the original position could not be held much longer, and about 2.0 p.m. Colonel Stoney 
determined to draw back the front line companies frum the “ Army Line" trenches to the outskirts 
of Neuve Eglise. 

That withdrawal could not be effected at once, for by that time all the companies were fighting 
hard, repulsing successive attacks against their trenches by rapid bursts of fire. Attack after attack 
continued throughout the afternoon, and definite orders to retire were not sent to the companies 
until 6.0 p.m. Then Colonel Stoney moved Battalion Headquarters back from the Brewery to the 
Mairie, which he began to prepare for defence. ‘C"’ Company were sent forward to assist the 
withdrawal of the front line and to relieve ‘‘ B’’ Company, which was ordered to come back and 
form a reserve to the Battalion (d). 


During that time desperate fighting had been in progress among the trees and hedges of the 
lower ground to the southward. At La Créche the 3rd and the 4th Worcestershire held their ground 
stubbornly, beating off successive attacks: but on their left between De Scule and Connaught 
Road the line gave way. 

After their repulse by Major Donaldson’s detachment the attacking enemy had fallen back 
to Papot ; but they sent back information of the British position, and the German guns pounded 
the flimsy defences from 9 a.m. until the early afternoon. Then the enemy advanced in strength, 
establishing machine-guns on either flank to cover their movement, filtering their men forward along 
the hedges and then coming on boldly in great numbers across the open ground. Major Donaldson's 
officers and men were hit in rapid succession. Captain C. D. Bishop was killed and Captain R. F. 
Barker was severely wounded. The losses were so heavy and the left flank so much exposed that 


(a) The Lewis-gun was fired by Corpl. S. Wilkinson, who used it with great effect. Although wounded he refused to 
leave the fight until the enemy had been routed and the situation restored : he was awarded the D.C.M. 

(4) 2/Lieut. Pointon’s detachment was reinforced by some platoons of the Hallamshire Battalion of the York and 
Lancaster Kegiment. 

(c) 2/Lieut. Vernon showed great courage in that counter-attack. He was wounded but remained in command 
till the enemy were overpowered : he was awarded the M.C. 

(4) Very gallant work was done that day by the Battahon Signalling Officer, Lieut. F. S$. Orford, who maintained 
communication with the companies throughout the day despite the bombardment and the fire of the enemy's 
machine-guns: he was awarded the M.C, 
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Major Donaldson decided to withdraw and hold the railway embankment in rear. He sent his men 
back one group at a time, covered by the fire of the remainder. During that withdrawal Captain 
W. L. Smith was mortally wounded, and only about 40 survivors reached the embankment. Major 
Donaldson was still in command, with two other officers, Captain Gunston and Lieut. Treadwell. 
The little party lined the embankment and sold their lives dearly, firing as fast as possible into the on- 
coming enemy ; but the Germans lapped round their left flank, brought machine-guns into action 
from the road behind, and swept the embankment with a hail of bullets from flank and rear. Major 
Donaldson and Lieut. Treadwell were hit and disabled, Capt. Gunston was mortally wounded and 
most of his men were killed. The ‘‘ Battle Reserve ” of the 2nd Worcestershire had ceased to exist (a). 

Their sacrifice had not been in vain. They had given time for a fresh line to be organised 
by the Newfoundlanders and the 2nd Hampshire at De Seule; and there the enemy’s advance 
was checked. Further up the slope a strong enemy attack struck the Glasgow Highlanders and at 
last drove them back past the Trois Rois Cabaret, and down the slope beyond. The Scotsmen 
rallied once again and gallantly held the high ground near Crucifix Corner throughout that night 
and until the next morning (April 14th). Their resistance had given time for a half-dug reserve line 
of defences, from Crucifix Corner along the valley of the Douve, to be manned by fresh troops brought 
up by bus—the 7lst Brigade. The enemy reached the western outskirts of Neuve Eglise during 
the night but did not advance further ; for the village was still untaken, 


That German advance had laid open the right flank of the 2nd Worcestershire, and the enemy 
closed in upon the Battalion in the gathering darkness. Orders, as we have seen, were sent at 6 p.m. 
by Colonel Stoney to recall ‘“‘ B’’ Company into the village to act as areserve. Eventually two 
platoons of ‘‘ B’’ company came back and joined Battalion Headquarters at the Mairie. The other 
two platoons had been sent to help “‘ A’”’ and ‘‘ D’”’ companies to withdraw. 

With the two available platoons of “B’’ Company and the personnel of Battalion Head- 
quarters, Colonel Stoney organised the Mairie for defence. Half of one platoon was placed as an 
advanced post in a house forty yards in advance (+) with a large supply of bombs, to break up the 
enemy’s advance. The remainder manned the barricaded windows and improvised loopholes in the 
walls. A lucky find was made of a large supply of bombs stored in one of the cellars. One machine- 
gun and the Lewis-guns of the two platoons completed the armament of the defences. An aid-post 
was established in a cellar by the Chaplain, the Reverend E. Victor Tanner. 

There was no knowledge as to the fortunes of the three companies in front. Heavy firing 
all around had lasted throughout the evening. Runners sent forward through the darkness to gain 
touch with the companies did not return. 


When darkness fell the enemy’s advanced troops pushed into the village. A racket of firing 
was going on all around. The defenders of the Mairie saw the enemy’s flares shooting upwards 
among the ruined houses, coming nearer and ever nearer. Presently one of those lights disclosed 
a party of the enemy creeping towards the building: they were driven off by a burst of fire from 
the one machine-gun of the defence ; but several enemy machine-guns opened fire out of the darkness. 
Soon the British machine-gun was struck by the hail of bullets and was put out of action. 

Undismayed, the defenders fired rifle-grenades from the garden in front of the Maire at the 
nearest enemy machine-gun, which had&been boldly posted in the road in front, and forced it 
to move further back (c). 

Heavy firing lasted all night. The night was very dark, and it was impossible to see far, but 
it was clear that the enemy’s troops were occupying the whole village and were closing round the 
Mairie. The detachment in the advanced post (Point ‘“‘ A’’ on plan) after enduring a heavy fire of 
bombs for many hours, exhausted their ammunition. They ran the gauntlet of the enemy’s machine- 
gun fire and rejoined the garrison of the Mairie. 


Dawn of April 14th showed the enemy surrounding the Mairie on every side, moving among 
the houses and across the open crest line on the western side. Trench mortars had been brought 
up, and their big bombs fell around the house. Several bombs actually hit the building, and two 
crashed through the roof, causing many casualties as they burst. The little garrison continued the 


(a) The prisoners taken by the enemy on the embankment were Major Donaldson, Lieut. Treadwell and Sergt.-Major 
Paton, all severely wounded, four men of the Regiment and an officer and some men of the Tyneside Scottish. 
A few badly wounded men of Major Donaldson’s detachment had previously been sent back, including Capt. 
R. F. Barker: the rest all gave their lives. 


(0) Marked ‘A’ on plan. 
(c) The rifle-grenade bombardment was directed by 2/Lieut. J. Turley, who throughout showed great courage and 


coolness: he was awarded the M.C. 
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Rushing the German Machine-guns 
Neuve Eglise 14th April 1918. 
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defence, encouraged by their leaders and inspired by the cool bravery of the devoted Chaplain, who 
calinly tended the wounded in the building ; but the situation was serious. German machine-guns 
were firing at the house from three sides, from the Church, from the cross-roads at the end of the street 
and from the open high ground to the west. From all sides the bullets of the enemy’s snipers struck 
continually against the barricaded windows and doors; and many bullets penetrated the thin 
brick walls. 

There was a further danger. Seeing the village in the hands of the enemy, the British 
artillery might bombard it. No telephone was available, nor were signals possible. 

2/Lieut. A. Johnson begged permission to try to get through with a message. Reluctantly 
Colonel Stoney consented. The subaltern, a very brave young ofticer (a), set out from the Mairie 
and made his way out of sight : but before he could pass through the German lines he was hit and 
mortally wounded. 


The little garrison answered the enemy’s fire with steady musketry, and presently their gocd 
marksmanship, assisted by a Lewis-gun in an upper window (b) and by a well-directed fire of rifle 
grenades, proved too much for the enemy’s snipers. The sniping fire ceased, and the encmy tem- 
porarily drew back. 

It was clear, however, that the defence could not be indefinitely prolonged. The enemy 
machine-guns were still firing from three sides, and it was dangerous to attempt to venture beyond 
the building. About 11 a.m. the Adjutant, Captain J. Crowe volunteered to lead a sortie and attempt 
toclear a path forretreat. He called for volunteers: Company-Quartermaster-Sergeant A. Trotman 
was the first to volunteer (c), and a party of picked men assembled. 


Captain Crowe decided to attempt to drive the enemy from the open high ground west of the 
beleaguered house. As a preliminary move a cowshed just outside the Mairie was occupied by a 
quick rush. Then Captain Crowe led a party of ten men who rushed across the road and threw 
themselves down in the hedge on the far side and opened fire. It had been his intention to attack 
the German machine-guns by a direct advance up the slope ; that however proved to be impossible, 
so he decided to approach them from the flank. 

Taking two picked men with him, he crawled down the side of the road and round the bend 
until he was beyond risk of observation. Then (at Point Z on the plan) the-little party turned and 
worked inwards to the angle of two hedges (Point P). Some of the enemy were lining the hedge 
facing east. They were taken by surprise in enfilade and were shot down. 

German machine-guns could be heard firing close in front, but a slight rise in the ground (d) 
prevented their position being seen. Captain Crowe and his men crawled forward until (at Point Q) 
they could see the machine-guns—two of them (at Point R) firing busily at the Mairie. Apparently 
they had not noticed his shooting on their flank. 

Captain Crowe decided to rush them before they could swing round. He and his two men 
Tose to their feet and ran in on them, firing as they ran. That bold attack took the enemy com- 
pletely by surprise. After a few wild shots the Germans left their weapons and fled. Captain 
Crowe and one man (e) flung themselves down, panting, beside the abandoned machine-guns, and 
signalled the party near the cowshed to advance. 2/Lieut. A.C. Pointon led forward the party and 
helped to secure the captured machine-guns (f). 

The high ground was secured and was held during the next hour, while communication was 
established with the 71st Brigade in rear. There was hope of a counter-attack. But soon after 

“ midday fresh forces of the enemy came crowding into the village. Ammunition was almost exhausted 
and further defence was hopeless. About 1.30 p.m. Colonel Stoney gave orders for retirement. 
Covered by fire both from the high ground and from the windows of the Mairie, the little garrison 

_extricated themselves from the ruined building, taking with them their wounded (g), and made 
their way back from cover to cover along the road to Dranoutre. 


(a) 2/Lt. Johnson had done splendid work during the two preceding days in carrying messages between Battalion 
Headquarters and the companies and in organising the defence of the Mairie: he was awarded a bar to 
is M.C. 

(6) Fired by Pte. F. R. Bough, who inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy. 

(c) C.Q.M.S. Trotman did splendid work in the fight which followed, and was subsequently awarded the D.C.M. 
_(@) The dotted tines on the plan are not exact contours but are “‘ form lines’ intended to indicate the slope of the 
: - ground. 

(e) The second of his two brave men had been shot dead ; unfortunately the other was killed soon afterwards and 

their names have not been recorded. 

(f) 2/Lieut. A. C. Pointon, who had shown great bravery throughout the defence, received the M.C. 

” (g) Except three men too seriously wounded to be moved, who were bandaged and left in the cellar, About thirty 
wounded were brought back. 
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The retirement from the Mairie was covered to the last by the indomitable Private F. R. 
Bough, who remained at a window, firing his Lewis-gun while the party got clear, although the 
enemy’s trench mortar brought the roof behind him crashing down (a). The little column of ex- 
hausted and wounded men staggered off down the road, their retreat protected by Captain Crowe's 
detachment on the hill, who were the last to retire. 

The enemy did not attempt to pursue (4) and without further loss that remnant of the 
Battalion passed through the line of the troops in rear (c). Marching back through Dranoutre they 
were directed on to Locre, where information as to the whereabouts of the rest of their Brigade 
was discovered. At 6.30 p.m. the survivors of the 2nd Worcestershire, 6 officers and 100 men, 
Tejoined the rest of the 100th Brigade (d) behind “ Hill 70’ near Hille. 


That stubborn defence brought great credit to the Battalion (e). It was specially mentioned 
in Divisional orders andin the Despatches of the Commander-in-Chief. Captain Crowe’s brave 
enterprise earned him a well-deserved Victoria Cross. 


While Battalion Headquarters had been defending the Mairie,the remnants of the three forward 
companies had been making their last stand. 

After dark on April 13th the companies had fallen back as ordered from the “‘ Army Line” 
to positions nearer the village. There they organised their defence in shell-holes or half-made 
trenches. They had been under fire for forty-eight hours, all were exhausted and ammunition was 
running short. 

Dawn of April 14th brought heavy fire from all sides. The enemy, as we have seen, had 
occupied the village behind the Worcestershire companies, and other German forces closed in against 
their front and on the open right flank. Desperate fighting followed ; officers and men were hit in 
rapid succession until the survivors of the companies and platoons were only little isolated groups, 
under fire from three sides. 

The companies and platoons lost touch. Captain T. F. V. Matthews, commanding ‘‘ A” 
Company, made efforts to communicate with the platoons on his right ; but no messengers retumed, 
the enemy closed in and he decided to fall back towards the left flank. To cover that retirement 
a party of about fifteen men under 2/Lieut. R. J. Burton made a gallant attempt a at counter-attack ; 
but the subaltern and most of his men were shot down. Still firing, the survivors of ‘‘ A’ Company 
fell back some 200 yards and took position in two empty gun-pits. Twenty-three in all reached 
the gun-pits, and of that remnant seven were hit in the first few minutes. The survivors continued 
the defence, although from a range of less than 200 yards four German machine-guns swept the 
ground and forced all to keep their heads behind cover. Covered by that fire, a large party of the 
enemy charged the position. The Worcestershire party waited until the charging enemy were 
within fifty yards and then opened rapid fire. The charging enemy were all shot down, but that last 
effort exhausted the ammunition of the defence. Escape was as impossible as further resistance 
and eventually the survivors of Captain Matthews’ party were compelled to surrender. 

Other parties were more fortunate. Sergeants R. V. Clare and Sergeant E. Edwards took 
command of those around them after their officers had fallen, and led their men back from cover 
to cover until they were clear of the village (f). On the left flank Lieut. C. S. Jagger wheeled the 
yemnants of ‘“‘D’’ Company to face the houses, held up the advancing enemy for some time and 
maintained his position until ammunition began to run out. Then he withdrew his men by small 
parties from cover to cover to the buildings of La Trompe Cabaret. Scarcely fifty of his own men 
were still unwounded, but details of other regiments closed in on the Worcestershire detachment and 
Lieutenant Jagger organised the defence of the buildings with men of four or five different units. 
He held La Trompe Cabaret until reinforcements arrived : some platoons of the Hallamshire Battalion 
and of the 1/4th K.O.Y.L.I. These were comparatively fresh, and it was arranged that they should 
take over the front line, while the exhausted soldiers of Lieutenant Jagger’s detachment should be 
withdrawn to a supporting position behind a hedge some 200 yards in rear, There that last detach- 
ment of “ D”’ Company lay down to rest. They were still under heavy fire, and presently Lieutenant 
Jagger was severely wounded and disabled (g). His men made their way back, and eventually they 
rejoined the Battalion. 


(a) Pte. Bough was awarded the D.C.M. 

() To such an extent had the vigorous defence impressed the enemy, that two runners seeking Battalion Headquarters 
at the Mairic, some time after it had been evacuated, found the building empty and were able to withdraw 
in safety ; the enemy apparently being unaware of the evacuation. 

(c) 71st Brigade reinforced by 175th Brigade. 

({d) After the 2nd Worcestershire rejoined, the strength of the 100th Brigade totalled 40 officers and 814 N.C.O’s. and men. 

(e) It. Colonel Stoney was awarded the D.S.O. 

(f) Sergts. Clare and Edwards, who had shown great gallantry throughout the battle, both received the D.C.M. Sergt. 
F, W. Day, who had led his platoon with great bravery until disabled, also was awarded the D.C.M. 

(g) Lieut. Jagger was awarded the M.C. _ He survived the war to become a distinguished sculptor, the creator of the 
Royal Artillery Memorial at Hyde Park Corner and of the work reproduced elsewhere in this book. 
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The loss of the high ground at Neuve Eglise compelled withdrawal from the lower ground at 
La Créche, lest the troops there should be completely surrounded. Word came at dusk on April 
13th that the enemy had gained Neuve Eglise village and were close to Crucifix Comer. On the 
left the enemy had likewise gained ground and were close to the railway station of Bailleul. The 
obstinate defence of La Créche had left the line there as a most pronounced salient. Further defence 
could only result in the troops there being surrounded. 

So Colonel Freyberg decided (a) to withdraw his command to a new line running from the 
high ground of the Mont de Lille to the Ravelsberg Ridge. Plans were made, tapes were laid down 
to guide the march and in the middle of the night the troops moved back. The retirement of the 
3rd and the 4th Worcestershire commenced simultaneously at 2 a.m. (b) and by dawn next morning 
(April 14th) they had reached their new positions. The two Battalions, still side by side, deployed 
into line and began the work of entrenchment. 

By that time all were so utterly tired that it was impossible to remain awake. Neither 
officers nor men had slept for more than half-an-hour consecutively since the battle began. In the 
clear light of a spring morning they dug with their eyes shut, or fell asleep over their spades and 
could not be wakened. Men talked thickly and without meaning, drunk with weariness. But by 
infinite labour the trenches were dug deep enough to provide cover by the time that the German 
guns found the new line. 

The retirement had thrown out the enemy’s plans, and a prearranged attack at dawn had 
struck on air; but by midday the advancing enemy were close to the new trenches, and a heavy 
bombardinent was in progress. Enemy patrols pushed forward and firing was continued along the line. 

Soon after dark a strong party uf the enemy made their way through the centre ot the line 
of the 3rd Battalion, seized the summit of the Mont de Lille and thence surprised the companies 
on either side by a sudden storm of machine-gun fire from flank and rear. ‘lhe overstrained troops 
gave way, and for a few minutes there was danger of a general panic. But the young scldiers 
tallied at the call of their leaders (c) and held firm. Captain E. Lattey and 2/Lieut. K. T. Stephens 
of the 3rd Worcestershire organised a counter-attack, with the assistance of Captain H. Croom- 
Johnson of the 4th Battalion. Led by Captain Lattey, the counter-attack sturmed the hillock 
and killed or captured the whole party of the enemy, taking 30 prisoners and three light machine- 


guns (d). 


During the night of April 14th/15th the 3rd and 4th Worcestershire were at last relieved. 
Fresh troops of the 59th Division came up to take over the line and the remnants of the 74th and 
88th Brigades were ordered back to rest, the former to a camp near Haegedoorne and the latter 
further back to the Croix de Poperinghe. The exhausted svldiers climbed out of their trenches and 
tramped wearily away, cheered by the hope of rest. Reaching their destinations about midday they 
flung themselves down to sleep. 

Thus at midday on Apmil 15th the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Battalions of the Regiment were all 
in reserve positions within a mile of each other, taking what rest they could snatch after their long 
fight, amid incessant shell-fire. 


Their rest was brief. The front line south of Bailleul had now been taken over by the 49th 
(West Riding) Division. During the day of April 15th the enemy attacked that Division in great 
strength, broke through their front line, captured Bailleul and stormed the Ravelsberg Ridge. 
Urgent orders were sent back for all troops behind the line to take up supporting pusitions to cover 
the retreat of the Yorkshiremen, The Battalions were roused and deployed for action, the 2nd 
Worcestershire on the forward slope of that ‘‘ Hill 70’ near which they had passed the night, the 
8rd Worcestershire north-east of Haegedvorne, while the 4th Worcestershire marched forward with 
their Brigade (e) from Croix de Poperinghe to Hoogenackcr ready, if necessary, to deliver a counter- 
attack. Throughout the day heavy shell-fire continued, all three Battalions suffering many 
casualties ; but despite the bombardinent the exhausted soldiers slept insensible. 


(a) A notable example of moral courage. The Commander-in-Chief’s ‘' Backs to the Wall’ order had just been 
received and the higher authorities to whom Col. Fre reported his intention were consequently opposed 
to retirement: but the young brigadier, acting on th rit rather than on the letter of the order, decided 
to risk court-martial rather than Icave his men to certain destruction next day. 

(b) The retirement was covered by the Monmouthshire Pioneers. The Battalions moved along a taped route. 

(c) Captain H. Croom- Johnson and 2/Lieut. S. Gray were largely responsible for averting disaster : both were awarded 
the M.C. (a tar in the case of the former). 

(d@) Captain Lattey and 2/Lieut. Stephens were both awarded the M.C. The prisoners were from the 2nd Jigers and 
the Ist Bavarian Jagers. 

(e) The 88th Brigade had been roused from sleep by orders for that counter-attack. The Brigadier summoned hisBattalion 
Commanders, but was compelled frequently to awaken them by force while he read out his plan. Then he 
visited their headquarters and found similar scenes, the company commanders falling asleep as they listened 
totheorder. He realised that all were at the limit of their endurance : the memory was later to stand him and 
them in good stead (see page 456). 

. 
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The Yorkshire Territorials passed back through the supporting positions during the after- 
noon, and the 2nd and 3rd Worcestershire again found themselves in front line. Before it was dark (a) 
the leading troops of the enemy could be seen pushing down the slopes of the Ravelsberg, and in the 
dusk the enemy came up against the new defensive line. 

The night which ensued was very cold with a drizzling rain, and throughout the hours of 
darkness all three Battalions were hard at work improving their defences. 


Early next morning (April 16th) the enemy’s attacks began. In front of “ Hill 70” the 
German battalions formed up behind the railway line on the north side of the Ravelsberg and then 
swarmed forward, covered by an intense fire from their guns. The rifles and Lewis-guns of the 
British front line, and the fire of several batteries of French artillery, which had now come up in 
support, checked the attack and then drove it back. 

Again and again throughout the day the enemy attacked. An attack in mass at 2.45 p.m. 
succeeded in overrunning one of the posts of the 10th Lincolns, immediately on the right of the 2nd 
Worcestershire ; but the Worcestershire held their ground and a counter-attack by a company of 
the 9th Northumberland Fusiliers restored the situation. 

The front of the enemy’s attack did not extend quite so far as the position of the 3rd Wor- 
cestershire, but the trenches of the Battalion were shelled intermittently and patrols of the enemy 
endeavoured to gain ground. 

Further back the 4th Worcestershire spent the day in entrenching, first near Hoogenacker 
and then in a new position 1000 yards further to the west. 


Next day (April 17th) the attacks against ‘‘ Hill 70’ were renewed. More of the enemy's 
artillery had been brought up and an intense fire of heavy shells fairly blew to pieces the centre 
of the line of the 100th Brigade, the trenches immediately on the left of the 2nd Worcestershire. 
There an orchard had been held by some of the Glasgow Highlanders. The Scotsmen were practically 
annihilated by the shell-fire, and the attack which followed succeeded in entering the orchard. 

The loss of the orchard occurred about midday, and throughout the afternoon counter-attacks 
against the orchard were made, first by a company of Royal Scots Fusiliers and then by two companies 
of the 5th York and Lancaster. The counter-attacks failed and the situation appeared serious, 
but the 2nd Worcestershire on the left flank continued to hold firm and gradually a new firing line 
on the outskirts of the orchard was built up. By nightfall a continuous line of posts had been 
established and the position was satisfactory. 

Then at last the 2nd Worcestershire were relieved. The West Riding Territorials, now once 
again in fighting trim, took over the front line. The relief was completed before 2.0 a.m. next day 
(18th) and the remnants of the 2nd Worcestershire marched back to Westoutre. The Battalion 
reached quarters in a hutted camp at 8.0 a.m. After resting throughout the morning the 100th Brigade 
moved on again and rejoined the 33rd Division at Mont des Cats. 


On that same night (April 17th/18th) the 34th Division, immediately to the right of the line 
which the 2nd Worcestershire had held, relieved the front-line Brigades under its command. On 
the right flank the 74th Brigade, including the 3rd Worcestershire ,were relieved by the 102nd Brigade ; 
on the left flank the 103rd Brigade were relieved by the 88th Brigade,including the 4th Worcestershire. 

Thus the 4th Worcestershire now came forward to the same sector of the line which the 2nd 
Worcestershire had held, facing the Ravelsberg. The Battalion was not actually in front line, but 
remained for three days in trenches at Hille just west of ‘‘ Hill 70,” in close support to the 2nd 
Hampshire (6). : 

Meanwhile the 3rd Worcestershire, as we have told, had been relieved on the night of the 
17th/18th April by troops of the 102nd Brigade. After moving back from the line the battalions of 
the 74th Brigade were detailed to various positions in reserve. The 3rd Worcestershire were placed 
just east of Croix de Poperinghe and there entrenched. In that pusition the Battalion remained during 
the next three days. 


No further serious attack was made by the enemy against the positions north of Bailleul. 
Heavy shell-fire continued all along the line and there were several small attacks ; but the line held 
firm and seemed reasonably secure. French troops were now arriving to take over the position, and 
on the night of April 2Uth/2Ist the 34th Division was relieved by the French 133rd Division. Both 
the 3rd and the 4th Wcrcestershire were relieved by French troops and marched back into reserve. 


(a) 7.15 p.m. 


(6) The 2nd Hampshire had relieved the 10th Lincolns, who, it will be remembered, had been on the right flank of the 
2nd Worcestershire. 
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The 3rd Worcestershire marched before dawn on the 2Ist Northwards through Westoutre 
to Hoograaf Cabaret. There the 74th Brigade concentrated. After breakfasts the Brigade marched 
onwards to rejoin the 25th Division in camps north of Brandhoek. 


The 4th Worcestershire, when the French troops had taken over the line, marched westwards 
across country over Mont Noir to Bueschepe and thence to Abeele, which was reached about 7.0 a.m. 
After breakfasts and a rest the Battalion embussed and was carried back through Steenvoorde 
to Hondeghem. There good quarters were found in the hangars of an abandoned aerodrome. 


Meanwhile on the left of the battle line the 10th Worcestershire had remained under fire. 
The loss of Neuve Eglise had compelled the evacuation of the ‘‘ Wulverghem Line,” and the mixed 
troops under the command of the 19th Division had wheeled back, on the night of April 14th/15th, 
to a new position running from Wytschacte on the left to near Wulverghem and thence due east along 
the valley of the Douve. 

In support to that position the loth Worcestershire, then in trenches facing east at Lindenhoek, 
were ordered during the morning of April 15th to move into new trenches east of Vroilandhoek, along 
the ridge which leads to Spanbroek Mill. The two front companies were on the ridge, facing south, 
with the other two companies behind on the northern slope. There the Battalion lay throughout 
the day, suffering some loss from the enemy’s violent shell-fire. That night orders came for the Bat- 
talion to be relieved and to march back to rest in Rossignol Camp. 


Next morning (April 16th) at dawn the enemy attacked the 19th Division on the northern 
end of the Messines Ridge. At great cost of life they succeeded in storming the positions on the 
Ridge: Wytschaete and Spanbroek Mill both fell into their hands. Reserve positions were hastily 
manned. The 10th Worcestershire occupied trenches near their camp, and awaited attack, but no 
further advance was made and gradually the firing died away. 


At 10.0 a.m. on April 17th the enemy attacked the British positions south and east of Mount 
Kemmel, in great strength and under a heavy barrage. The attack failed completely, being beaten 
to the ground by the fire of the defence. Nowhere was the British front line pierced ; and the 10th 
Worcestershire, in their reserve trenches, were not called upon to use their rifles. The Battalion 
suffered many casualties from the enemy’s shell-fire, but the young soldiers who now filled the 
tanks behaved very bravely under the storm of shells. 


Next day another attack was made but was again beaten off ; and then at last came news of 
telief. French troops were relieving the British at Kemmel and on the following night (April 
Isth/19th) the French 22nd Regiment took over the trenches held by the remnants of the 19th 
Division. The 10th Worcestershire, after being relieved by a French company, marched westwards 
to Abeele. There the 19th Division concentrated and next day (April 20th) marched northwards 
to the Proven area. 


The losses of the four Battalions of the Regiment in those operations from the 9th to the 19th 
of April had been very heavy. : 

The casualties reported for the 2nd Worcestershire totalled 531, including 22 officers (a) ; 
for the 3rd Worcestershire 383, including 10 officers (b) out of a strength before the battle of 20 officers 
and 671 N.C.O’s. and men ; for the 4th Worcestershire 171, including 3 officers (c) ; and for the 10th 
Worcestershire 378 officers and men (d). 


(2) 2nd Worcestershire. Killed 7 officers (Capts. C. D. Bishop, F. J. D. Gunston, Lts. W. H. Smyth, H. J. Nicklin, 
F. J. Hemming, 2/Lts. H. B. Green and A. Johnson.) and 54 other ranks. 

Wounded—1] ‘officers (including Capts. (R. F. Barker, W. L. Smith (mortally), |Lt. C. S. Jagger, 2/Lts. 
J. Turley, F. G. Parry, A. S, Abrahall, and V. L. Vernon) and 181 other ranks. 

Missing—6 officers (Major E. J. Donaldson, Capt. T. F. V. Matthews, Lieut. H. O. Treadwell, 2/Lts. R. J. 
Burton (d. of w.) and 274 other ranks, 

(6) 3rd Worcestershire. Killed—2 officers (Lt. J. W. R. Campbell, M.C. and 2/Lt. G. A. Bomber) and 46 other ranks, 
Wounded—7 officers (Capt. F. A. Reading, Capt. A. Brewer, Lt. A. V. P. Rowlands, Lt. Carr, Lt. R. P. Giles, 
2,Lt. A. B. Rowe, and 2/Lt. P. H. C. Constable), and 201 other ranks. : 
Missing—lI officer (Lieut. H. U. Richards) and 136 other ranks. : 

{c) 4th Worcestershire. Killed—2 officers (2/Lt. J. H. Watt on 11th, 2;/Lt. H. A. Ward on 20th) and 28 other ranks. 
Wounded—] officer (2, Lt. C. M. Gorrie on 11th) and 120 other ranks. 

Missing—20 other ranks. 

(4) 10th Worcestershire. 16 reported killed, 75 wounded, 287 missing. Those figures include the officers detailed on 

page 350. 
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But that sacrifice had eamed success. The great German attack had been fought to a 
standstill. Ludendorff’s hammer-blow had not shattered the British army. Reduced in numbers, 
exhausted but undefeated, the British battalions still barred the way to the Channel ports. 
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Some ten miles south of Bailleul another Battalion of the Regiment had played its part in 
the stopping of the enemy’s onrush ; for near Merville the 61st Division, including the 2/8th Worces- 
tershire, had been brought into the line. 

It will be remembered that on the 4th of April the survivors of the 2/8th Worcestershire had 
been brought back from the line near Amiens to rest-billets at Briquemesnil. There the Battalicn 
remained until April 9th resting and refitting. A reinforcement was received on April 7th, 74 of 
all ranks under Major Gilson. 


With the first news of the German offensive on April 9th came orders for the 61st Division 
to move to the threatened area. The battalions of the 182nd Brigade marched to Amiens on the 
following day (April 10th) and entrained at St. Roch for the north. All three battalions were very 
weak, having received only small reinforcements to replace the terrible losses of the previous battle ; 
those reinforcements were for the most part young lads straight from home. The 2/8th Worcester- 
shire could muster about 300 of all ranks ; of whom many were under nineteen years of age. The 
little Battalion waited several hours at the station before the train was ready, and did not entrain 
until after midnight. Through the hours of darkness the train moved slowly northwards. There 
were many delays, for the lines of communication were in great confusion. 

As the Flanders front was neared the sound of gun-fire could be heard, and at Chocques some 
German long-range shells burst near the train, damaging the line and causing a long delay. 
Not till after 4.0 p.m. (April 11th) did the train reach Berguette. The 2/8th Worcestershire 
detrained and marched to Robecq. In front of them heavy fighting was in progress, and as darkness 
fell the Battalion was halted. The companies were ordered to entrench a reserve position, which 
was completed during the night. In front of them were the two Warwickshire battalions of the 
182nd Brigade ; further forward, troops of the 51st Division were engaged with the enemy. 


THE BATTLE OF HAZEBROUCK. 


Dawn of April 12th was ushered in by the rising of a white mist along the line of the River 
Lys. In that mist the enemy attacked, and drove back the Highlanders of the 51st Division on to the 
line of the Warwickshire battalions. These also were forced back. Highlanders and Warwickshire 
men intermingled retired on to the line of the Worcestershire battalion. 

The young soldiers of the 2/8th Worcestershire were faced in their first battle by a trial which 
might have shaken older troops ; but they behaved splendidly and stood their ground. Cheered 
on by the Adjutant, Captain J. B. Graham, they held firm, firing steadily and with great effect. 
The retreating troops on either flank recovered and closed in to support the Worcestershire 
platoons. The enemy’s advance was checked and stopped. 

During that day the enemy’s advanced troops worked forward towards the line held by the 
Battalion, and several times the nfles and Lewis-guns of the 2/8th Worcestershire came into action. 
The German artillery heavily bombarded the line ; but no serious attack was made. The main weight 
of the enemy’s attacking forces was being hurled against the 5th Division and the 4th Guards Brigade 
north of the River Lys ; and those veteran battalions were splendidly repulsing the onslaught. 


Next day (April 13th) the same story was to tell—heavy artillery fire and several attempts 
by the enemy’s infantry to advance from Calonne, which they were now holding in strength. 
Again those attacks were stopped by fire. Then the enemy’s effort died away, and the next two 
days were comparatively quiet. 


On April 17th the reorganised 2/7th Royal Warwickshire took over the front line, and the 
2/8th Worcestershire marched back through heavy shell-fire to Hamet Billet. The losses of the 
Battalion in the five days of fighting had totalled 3 officers and 53 N.C.O’s. and men (a). 


(a) Casualties 2/8th Worcestershire. April 12th—2/Lt. H. Wall and 3 men wounded. 13th—3 killed, 4 wounded. 
l4th—19 wounded. 15th—2,Lt. H. J. Parker killed, and 19 men wounded, 16th—5 wounded. 
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April ia, THE 3rd BATTALION AT KEMMEL. 


Two days the Battalion rested ; then on April 19th the 2/8th Worcestershire moved forward 
and took over the right half of the Brigade line from the 2/7th Royal Warwickshire. 

Uneventful days followed. Away to the right the enemy had made a great attack on April 
18th to gain Bethune ; but the attack had been repulsed and thereafter the fighting died away along 
the southern front of the great salient which the German advance had formed in the Lys valley. 

With the exception of one more short rest of twenty-four hours (April 23rd/24th) in Hamet 
Billet, the 2,8th Worcestershire remained in the front line until April 29th, but there was no serious 
fighting, nor were casualties heavy (4). 

On April 29th the 2,6th Royal Warwickshire took over the line and the 2/8th Worcestershire 
again went back to rest in Hamet Billet. 


THE SECOND BATTLE OF KEMMEL (0). 


Although the German Sixth Army made no further attempt to gain ground along the 
southern face of the Lys salient, the German Fourth Army on the northern face of that salient was not 
yet finally checked. After a pause of sume days the enemy resumed the offensive on the 
morning of April 25th with so fierce an attack on Kemmel that the French troops were overwhelmed 
and the Mount was taken by the enemy. The loss of that commanding height shook the whole 
front ; and several British Divisions then resting in reserve were again brought forward to the fighting 
line. 

First among these was the 25th Division, including the 3rd Worcestershire. The Battalion 
was warned about noon that day to be in readiness to move at once. At 1.30 p.m. the 74th Brigade 
marched off from their camp near Brandhoek and as darkness was falling (c) reached their intended 
position of assembly, north-east of Reninghelst. Near that point the other two Brigades of the 25th 
Division also assembled. 

Orders were issued: the 25th Division was to deliver a counter-attack against Kemmel 
village : simultaneously French troops on the right would attack Kemmel Hill: the attack of the 
25th Division would be made by two Brigades, the 74th Brigade on the right, and the 7th Brigade 
on the left flank: the 75th Brigade would be in reserve. 

As a preliminary precaution patrols were sent forward. Two patrols (d) went forward from 
the 3rd Worcestershire and reported on their return that on the western side of the Kemmelbeek 
stream troops of the 49th Division were holding a line of posts in front of La Clytte. The whole 
position was somewhat uncertain, but it was essential that the counter-attack should be delivered 
as swiftly as was possible. At 8.30 p.m. came orders to advance, and through the darkness the 3rd 
Worcestershire, then commanded by Captain E. O. Underhill, marched through Reninghelst to 
La Clytte, where the Battalion deployed (midnight April 25th—26th). 

The frontage allutted to the Battalion was some 170 yards. On the left were the 9th Loyal 
North Lancashire ; the 11th Lancashire Fusiliers were in second lines 

The 3rd Worcestershire formed up with “A” and ‘‘D” Companies in front line, “C” 
Company in support, and ‘“‘ B’’ Company in reserve. The companies deployed and lay down, under 
heavy rain which suaked all to the skin and made the ground difficult for attack. 


At 3.0 a.m. the British artillery opened fire and the attacking troops advanced. The darkness, 
the rain and the mud made the guing so difficult that there was no possibility of keeping up with the 
barrage. Presently the stumbling troops reached the line of the Kemmelbeek stream ; which was 
found to be a serious obstacle, the banks being very steep. Down one bank, through the stream, 
and up the other bank, the platoons struggled as best they could in the dark and the rain. Then, 
Teforming, théy pressed on, led personally by the Battalion Commander, Captain E. O. Underhill. 

The artillery detailed to support the attack had proved wholly inadequate and the barrage 
had not been heavy. That, however, for once proved a positive gain. ‘‘ The barrage was very 
thin,” records the Brigade Diary, ‘ and the enemy, having mistaken it for mild harassing fire, put 
down no S.O.S. barrage, seeming to be taken completely by surprise.” 

In the angle of the railway by the stream the enemy had planted two machine-guns. These 
were rushed by the Worcestershire platoons and their crews were killed or captured. The attack 
flooded on over the open to Kemmel village. On the outskirts of the village some machine-gun posts 
of the enemy put up a stout fight ; but they were overcome, and the Worcestershire and the Loyals 


(a) Casualties, 2‘8th Worcestershire. April 19th—23rd_1 officer (2/Lt. E. H. Allard) and 15 men wounded. April 
25th—29th, 1 killed, 7 wounded. 

() The “ First Battle of Kemmel ” was the abortive German attack on April 17th—see page 361. 

(c) 6.30 p.m. (April 25th). 

(4) Commanded respectively by 2/Lt. W. H. Parker, M.C., and by Lieut. G. H. Duffield. 
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pushed on into the village. There some sharp fighting took place around the houses in the first 
light of the misty morning. The companies disintegrated among the ruins. Several small parties 
pushed on through the village to the open country beyond (a). The enemy were not to be driven 
from the village without some severe fighting, with alternate attack and counter-attack. At one 
point an enemy counter-attack closed in on the flank of one of the Worcestershire companies. 
Sergeant A. E. Kay, seeing the danger, rushed to the front with a German light machine-gun which 
he had captured, and fired into the enemy at point-blank range, effectually dispersing them and 
saving his men by his bold action (b). Presently the village was cleared and the survivors of the 
enemy fell back through the fog. 

In the thick mist the companies reorganised and the Battalion Commanders took counsel. 
The French should by that time have taken Kemmel Hill, but of such an advance there was no sign ; 
no touch could be gained with any troops on either flank. For the moment the little force in Kemmel 
village was protected by the mist ; but the mist might lift an any moment: then disaster would 
follow if they were still unsupported ; and there was no sign of support. At length it was decided 
to withdraw, and the 74th Brigade fell back about 9.30 a.m. from the village to the line of the railway. 
aaa a position was entrenched and was held throughout that day and the next, in spite of severe 
shell-fire. 

Losses had been severe. Out of a battle strength of 19 officers and 456 N.C.O’s. and men 

the 3rd Worcestershire lost during April 26th and 27th 9 officers and 90 N.C.O’s. and men (c). 


On the night of April 27th/28th the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved in the front line by the 
8th Border Regiment, and moved back into a support position west of St. Hubertushoek. The 
enemy’s artillery still harassed the weary troops, and shell-fire on April 28th cost the Battalion 
some 15 casualties (d). 


The 10th Worcestershire had also seen something of the battle. The 57th Brigade had been 
hurried up on April 26th to support the attack on Kemmel Hill. Leaving their camp near Proven 
at 1.30 p.m. the 10th Worcestershire had been carried in busses to Ouderdom. South of that village 
the 57th Brigade concentrated and awaited the order to advance ; but no such order came. The 
failure of the French to capture the hill had caused the whole operation to be abondoned, and after 
forty-eight hours of discomfort in the support positions the 57th Brigade was sent back, after dark 
on April 27th, to a camp near Poperinghe. 


BATTLE OF THE SCHERPENBERG. 


On April 29th came the last of the Lys battles. The German Fourth Army made a last 
furious attempt to break through the new trench lines which were fencing in the Lys salient on 
every side. After a heavy bombardment the enemy attacked all along the line from Kemmel to 
Vierstraat ; especially were their efforts concentrated on the capture of the Scherpenberg, the 
height aes denied them direct observation towards Poperinghe ; but their attack was everywhere 
Tepulsed. 

z The 74th Brigade, then in Divisional reserve, were ordered forward during the day to a new 
position west of La Clytte. That move was due to a report that Mont Rouge and the other heights 
near it had been taken by the enemy; but the reports proved untrue and the 3rd Worcestershire 
returned to their former position. That Battalion was not otherwise engaged throughout the day, 
but the enemy’s shell-fire caused some loss (e). 


The attack caused much alarm at Poperinghe, and the 57th Brigade was ordered forward. 
Orders were changed several times, and the 10th Worcestershire were moved to a defensive positon 
due south of Poperinghe ; but no action resulted, nor did the few shells which struck near the 
Battalionfcause any casualties. 


(a) ‘* Where a small and dilapidated British strong point was reoccupied.” 

(6) Sergt. Kay was awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) Casualties. 3rd Worcestershire—11 killed, 68 wounded, 11 missing. Killed, 2/Lt. W.H. Parker, M.C., 2,Lt. 
H.Chignell. Died of wounds, 2/Lt. L. B. Whittingham. Wounded, 2/Lt. K. L. S. Savory, Capt.W. Hardman, 
2/Lt. B. J. Mason, Wounded and missing, Capt. E. V. P. Parsons (died of wounds). 

For his gallant leading in that fight, Captian E. nderhill was awarded the M.C, 

(d) Including 2/Lt. A. E. Braggins killed, and 2/Lt. I. G. othergill wounded. 

(e) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, April 29th, 2 killed, 2 wounded. 
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Apri 1018. THE RESULTS OF THE LYS BATTLES. 


The 4th Worcestershire again came under shell-fire before the offensive on the Lys finally 
subsided. On April 2Ist, as we have noted, the 88th Brigade rejoined the 29th Division then resting 
around Hondeghem. The Division was ordered forward in the last days of April and relieved the 
31st Division in the line east of Hazebrouck. That was the furthest point reached by the enemy in 
their great attack, and had been the scene of desperate fighting by the 4th Guards Brigade. But 
that sector was now quiet enough, save for spasmodic shell-fire. 

The 29th Division took over the new positions on the night of April 27th/28th. The 88th 
Brigade was kept back in Divisional Reserve near Steenbecque, and the 4th Worcestershire were 
occupied in uneventful labour on defensive works in various camps and billets behind the line (a). 
From April 27th to 30th the Battalion was in reserve trenches. On April 27th a burst of heavy 
shell-fire caused much damage, two men being killed and fifteen wounded. The next three days 
were uneventful, marked only by the continuous thunder of gun-fire from the north, where, as we 
have related, the last thrust of the enemy was then being repulsed. 


By nightfall on April 29th the gun-fire had died down and, though as yet the troops did not 
know it, the great battle was at an end. The German offensive had been stopped. 

“So ended,"’ writes Mr. Churchill, ‘‘ the most fierce and intense grapple of the British and 
“the Germans. For forty days, from March 21st to the end of April the main strength of Germany 
“had been ceaselessly devoted to the battery and destruction of the British Army. During 
“those forty days the British Army had lost.....__. . 14,803 officers and 288,066 men. This was 
“ more than one-quarter of the whole number of Bnitish fighting troops under Sir Douglas Haig’s 
“command on March 2Ist. But. — . there fell of the Germans against the British in those same 
“forty days. . a total of 12,807 officers and 335,962 men.” 

Those grim figures are the best comment possible on the success or failure of the two sides 
in that death-grapple. The dogged resistance of the outnumbered British troops had cost the 
enemy a loss greater by far than that which the attack had inflicted ; and in spite of that great loss 
the enemy were no nearer the decisive victory which for them was essential. No praise can be too 
high for the officers and men of the defending battalions. Wom-out by lack of sleep, deafened by 
bombardment and forced to retire again and again before the enemy’s overwhelming numbers, 
they had clung grimly to each successive position, never losing their courage, their cohesion and 
their faith in ultimate victory. The stubborn fight made by our soldiers in the Lys battles was 
perhaps the finest achievement of the British Armies during the whole war; and in that 
achievement the five Worcestershire battalions engaged had fully played their part. 


After the repulse of the final German attack on April 29th the 3rd Worcestershire remained 
for some days in the forward area, under the orders of the 49th Division. On the night of April 30th 
the Battalion relieved the 1/4th K.O.Y.L.I. in the front line facing Kemmel. There they were bombed 
by trench mortars and pelted with gas shells for two days, but fortunately no casualties resulted. 
On the night of May 2nd the 1/4th York and Lancaster took over the trenches and the 3rd Worcester- 
shire moved back into reserve. On the following day position was again shifted; then at last 
on the night of May 4th the Battalion was set free to march back and rejoin the 25th Division. 

Two days later came orders for the 25th Division to move southward to a more peaceful 
area, to rest and recuperate ; and, after four days of cleaning up in camp near Wormhoudt, the 3rd 
Worcestershire entrained at Wayenberg in the early hours of May 9th (d). 

The lth Worcestershire remained in Flanders until the middle of May. After a short period 
of rest and reorganisation, the 19th Division took over a section of the new line which bounded the 
ground gained by the enemy. The front taken over by the Division was on the extreme northern 
edge of the new Lys Salient and extended from Dickebusch to beyond Voormezeele. 

The 10th Worcestershire were now temporarily attached to the 58th Brigade, and held trenches 
between Dickebusch and the Ypres-Commines canal. There was no information as to the enemy's 
intentions: all expected an attack ; but no attack developed against the Brigade front during the 
next ten days (c). 


(a) April 2lst—23rd Hondeghem. April 23rd—25th camp near Wallon Cappelle. 25th—27th camp near Sercus. 
27th—30th support position, two companies in trenches near Grand Marquette Farm, and two companies 
about a mile further back. (6) 2.45a.m, 


(c) Though on May 8th a local attack was made against the line further to the right. 
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In the second week of May came news that the 19th Division was to be transferred from 
Flanders to another front (a). On the night of May I1th/12th the 10th Worcestershire were relieved 
and marched back to camp near Poperinghe. On May 16th the move began and the 10th 
Worcestershire entrained at Heidebeke for the south. 


OPERATIONS IN PICARDY. 


In Flanders the enemy’s offensive had spent its force by the end of April; but before that 
month was out the German forces in Picardy made a final effort against the British line near Amiens. 


East of Amiens the little town of Villers Bretonneux stands on the high ground which separates 
the valley of the River Luce from that of the Somme. On the western side of Villers Bretonneux 
is a large wood, the Bois de l’Abbé, of which the eastern and the western offshoots are called respect- 
ively the Bois d’Aquenne and the Bois de Blangy. 

hw 4 Before the Somme offensive of 1916 Villers Bretonneux had been in the front line of the 
French defences. The German offensive in March had driven the Allied forces back to within a mile 
of the village. There a new front line had been established, the old 1916 trenches serving as a support 
position. i 


Up to that sector in the middle of April came the 8th Division, including the lst Worcestershire. 
Till then the Battalion had lain in the valley of the Somme (), first at Hangest and then at Soyes (¢), 
resting and refitting after the hard fighting of the previous month. 

On April 12th the 8th Division moved forward. The Ist Worcestershire moved up by train 
from Hangest to Amiens and then marched to billets at Querrieu. There Colonel Davidge rejoined 
the Battalion (d) and again took over the command. 

On April 18th a change of position was made : the 8th Division, previously in reserve to the 
Australian Corps north of the Somme, was transferred to the I1Ird Corps, south of the river. The 
Ist Worcestershire marched southwards, crossed the Somme by a pontoon bridge, and took over 
billets at Glisy. 

On the next day the 24th Brigade moved forward to the line. The Ist Worcestershire were 
at first ordered to take up their position in reserve trenches within the Bois de Blangy. Hardly had 
that position been taken over when an outburst of heavy gas-shelling in front caused apprehension 
of an attack. The Battalion was ordered further forward to support trenches on the southern 
outskirts of Villers Bretonneux. 

The Ist Worcestershire remained in support trenches for three days (¢). Then, on the evening 
of April 23rd, the 23rd Brigade took over the line and the Worcestershire moved back into reserve. 
The position at Villers Bretonneux, however, was not a simple one. The tangle of old trenches 
required a large garrison and the 23rd Brigade was weak in numbers. So ‘‘ C’”’ and “‘ D "’ Companies 
of the Worcestershire were left in the forward system, under the orders of the Brigadier of the 23rd 
Brigade, their old Battalion Commander, Colonel (acting-Brigadier-General) Grogan. 

The remainder of the Battalion moved back into the reserve line of trenches which ran through 
the Bois de l’Abbé ; “C” and “ D’”’ Companies were attached to the 2nd Devons and moved back 
about a mile to support trenches behind the right flank of the Devons, between Cachy and the 
southern edge of the Bois d’Aquenne. 


THE ACTION OF VILLERS BRETONNEUX. 


Information had been received that an enemy attack was probable (f), and during the 
preceding three days the defences of Villers Bretonneux had been bombarded continually with 
gas shells. The night of April 23rd‘24th was exceptionally quiet, suspiciously quiet, and all ranks 
were already on their guard when, shortly before 4.0 a.m., the enemy’s guns opened an intense 
bombardment with gas and high-explosive shells. That had been anticipated ; what had not been 
anticipated was the form which the attack assumed. 


(a) Warning order was issued on the 10th May. 
(b) Up the Somme some ten miles west of Amiens. (c) Hangest, 2nd—7th April, Soyes, 7th—12th. 
(ad) Rejoining after completing six months duty in England. 
(e) Casualties Ist Worcestershire, April 19th—22nd, 1 killed, 5 wounded. For the area of these operations see 
Map 88, facing pace 337. 
A German sergeant-major captured on the 21st had stated that the attack would be made on the 23rd ;_ a secund 
prisoner captured on the 23rd by the French on the right gave warning of the attack on the 24th. 
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Su April 1918, THE ENEMY ATTACK WITH TANKS. 


Villers Bretonneux was veiled in a thick mist, made thicker still by the gas and the smoke 
of the bursting shells. Through the fog, in the first dim light of dawn (a), came a low rumbling, 
and a number of German tanks (6) loomed up close in front of the British defences. 

No warning had been received of the presence of those hostile tanks, and no preparations 
had been made to meet them. The tanks rolled forward over the British front line ; then, turning 
to left and right, they enfiladed the trenches and moved up and down them, sweeping them with 
fire from end to end. The troops in the trenches, half blinded by their gas masks, put up the best 
fight possible ; but their bullets could not injure the tanks, and behind the tanks German infantry (c) 
closed in and completed the slaughter. In a short time the 2nd Middlesex and 2nd West Yorkshire (d) 
had been overwhelmed. Rumbling on through the mist, the German tanks attacked the 2nd East 
Lancashire in the defences of Villers Bretonneux. After a gallant struggle that Battalion also was 
rolled up. A small party of survivors fell back beyond the houses to the northern edge of the wood. 
That retirement left open the eastern edge of the Bois d’'Aquenne and German infantry pushed 
forward into the wood. 


On the southern outskirts of the Bois d'Aquenne the two forward companies of the Ist 
Worcestershire, in position behind the 2nd Devons, had lain low in their trenches during the bom- 
bardment. No word came back to them from the West Yorkshire in front. But, a few minutes 
before the first tank appeared, sume stragglers from the London Division on the right had brought 
warning to the Devons of a tank attack. The first that the troops on the right of the 8th Division 
saw of the attack was a German tank, which came roaring out of the mist from the south-east against 
the Devons’ trenches. Every rifle and Lewis-gun which would bear opened fire, but the tank came 
straight on up to the trench line. Opening fire at short range, its guns blew away part of the Devons’ 
parapet ; then it swung round and moved off, 

Shortly afterwards three more tanks appeared on the left and rolled up the two left hand 
companies of the Devons. The survivors of those two companies fell back, still fighting, into the 
Bois d’' Aquenne, whence they presently found their way forward again to the trenches still held by 
the nght half of their Battalion. Those trenches, as well as those of the Ist Worcestershire in rear, 
were as yet intact, ulthough like the other trenches,they were certain to be mere death-traps if attacked 
by the tanks. The enemy's infantry came on in front, and an enfilade fire struck the trenches 
from machine-guns in Villers Bretonneux and from scattered parties of the enemy on the edges of 
the Bois d’Aquenne ; but the attacks in front were easily repulsed and an active defence was 
organised to flank and rear. 

Presently help came. Three British tanks appeared in rear and came forward along the 
southern edge of the Bois d’Aquenne just as a hostile tank bore down to attack the Devons’ trenches. 
A fight ensued between the clumsy monsters. _ The first two British tanks, weak “ female "’ machines, 
were knocked out, but the big “ male’ tank which came up behind them attacked the German 
tank, secured three direct hits and forced it into a sandpit, where the German tank was ditched, 
and abandoned by its crew (¢). The British tank was subsequently disabled by a chance shell, 
but not before its appearance had caused the hasty retreat of the encmy’s machines. The Devons 
then reorganised their line, throwing back their left flank to the Bois d’Aquenne, and clearing the 
edge of that wood. 


Heavy fighting lasted throughout the day. Several more attacks were made by the enemy’s 
infantry from the south-east but the Worcestershire and the Devons repulsed them without difficulty. 

On the left flank the British counter-attacks made but little headway during the day, and 
it was eventually decided to make a big counter-attack with fresh troops at night. 

Two Australian Brigades were brought up, one north and one south of the wood, to deliver 
the attack, while two battalions of the 8th Division, the 2nd Northamptonshire and the 22nd Durham 
Light Infantry, were to clear the village. 


The counter-attack was launched at 10.0 p.m. The 13th Australian Brigade advanced past 
the trenches held by the Ist Worcestershire and attacked towards the Monument. Heavy fighting 
lasted all night and the following morning. By midday the enemy had been driven out of Villers 
Bretonneux (f). The 13th Australian Brigade had not actually been able to recapture the ground 
around the Monument, but a firm line had been formed there and the position was satisfactory. 


(a) About 7 a.m. 

(6) Apparently five or six. They were first seen by the troops in the front line when less than a hundred yards 
away. (c) The 4th Guard Division. 

(d) The reserve company of the 2nd West Yorkshire, in the trenches previously held by the Ist Worcestershire 
just south of Villers Bretonneux, escaped disaster. They were attacked by three tanks, but the attack was 
not pressed home, and the survivors succeeded in withdrawing round the northern end of the wood. 

(e) This was the first duel between tanks which ever took place. 

(f) The positions of the enemy in the Bois d'Aquenne were rounded up and captured by troops of the 23rd Brigade. 
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Heavy gun-fire lasted all day and did not die down until darkness fell; the two companies 


.of the Ist Worcestershire remained in their position throughout that day and until nightfall on 


April 26th. Then they were relieved and marched back into the wood to rejoin the rest of the 
Battalion. The other companies of the Ist Worcestershire had manned the reserve trenches through- 
out the action, but otherwise had not been engaged. 


On the evening of April 26th Australian troops took over the reserve line and the 24th Brigade 


-moved back into the Bois de Blangy. On April 28th the Brigade moved back to billets in Camcn. 


The casualties of the Battalion from April 23rd to April 28th had totalled 137, including 
11 officers (2). The loss had fallen mainly on “C”’ and “ D”’ Companies. 


THE MOVE TO THE AISNE. 


After the fight at Villers Bretonneux the Ist Battalion of the Regiment moved to a new 
theatre of operations. 

At the end of Aprilit had been decided that certain of the British Divisions which had bome 
the brunt of the fighting on the Somme and on the Lys should be transferred to the French front 
in order to give them an opportunity to recuperate ; for the enemy had as yet made no serious 
attack against the French Armies. 

The Divisions thus transferred to the French front were to form part of definite French 
Armies and to come under their command. 

The 8th Division, including the Ist Worcestershire, was among the first to be despatched to 
the new front. Other Divisions were sent south at the same time, among which were the 25th 
Division, including the 3rd Worcestershire. Later the 19th Division, including the 10th Worcester- 
shire, also came south to join the forces under French command. 


The move of the 8th Division took place early in May. On May 2nd the Ist Worcestershire 
saan from Camon past Amiens to Guignemicourt. Next evening (b) the Battalion entrained 
at Saleux. 

At 3.0 p.m. on May 4th the train reached Fismes. The Battalion marched southwards to 
Chary Chartreuve. There the Ist Worcestershire remained in camp for five days, cleaning up and 
training. On May 8th the Battalion was inspected by the Commander of the French Army Group, 
General Franchet d’Esperey (c). 

On May 10th came orders that the 8th Division would relieve the French 71st Division in 
the front line, and the Ist Worcestershire marched through the pleasant countryside of Champagne, 
by way of Fismes, Courlandon and Ventelay, to Roucy on the banks of the River Aisne. 


On the following day the 3rd Worcestershire also came into the area of the French Sixth 
Army. We have already told of the entrainment of the 25th Division on May 9th. The train 
journey which followed was tedious ; and it was not until noon of May 11th that the 3rd Worcester- 
shire detrained at Fére-en-Tardenois and marched to camp at Coulanges. There for a fortnight 
the Battalion remained, resting and training. 


Yet another British Division had been despatched from Flanders to join the French armies in 
Champagne. The 19th Division was to join the French Fourth Army, east of Reims, and after a 
long train journey the 1Uth Worcestershire detrained at Chalons in the early hours (d) of May 19th. 
The Battalion marched to pleasant billets at Moncetz and remained there for a week, training busily 
and absorbing reinforcements. 


The business of absorbing reinforcements was indeed the main preoccupation of all the three 
Worcestershire battalions in Champagne. All three Battalions had suffered heavily in March and 
April: only a mere cadre was left of officers, N.C.O’s. and old soldiers experienced in war; and 
the ranks of the companies were now filled by young boys, mostly under twenty years of age, brought 
straight from the training battalions at home—the last reserve of England. 


(a) Killed, 3 officers (Capts. D’A. G. St. Clair Roberts, M.C., and N.H. Stone, M.C., 2/Lt. J. Shaw), and 20 men. 
Wounded, 7 officers (Capt. F, E. C. King, Lt. A. H. Read, 2/Lts. J. T. Milner, F, Rayner, F. H. Hudson, F. G 
Bason and F. N. Worthington) and 126 men. These figures include 6 men wounded on April 23rd. Of the 
officers, 2 were killed, and | wounded on April 26th; the remainder on April 24th/25th. 

(6) 10 p.m., May 3rd. (c) Commanding the French Sixth Army. (2) Actually 2am. 
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May 1918, THE POSITION ON THE AISNE. 


During the second week of May the Ist Worcestershire moved up into the front line. After 
anight at Roucy, the Battalion crossed the River Aisne on May 11th by the bridge at Pontavert 
and relieved the French 221st Regiment in the trenches facing Juvincourt. 


The position heldyby the 8th:Division was somewhat curious. It lay some distance to the west 
of that high ridge of the “‘ Chemin-des-Dames ’’ on which the original British Expeditionary Force 
had battled in 1914. Subsequent attacks by the French Armies in 1917 had pushed the front line 
forward some two miles from the River Aisne along most of the front which the British now took 
over. On the right of the 8th Division’s new front, however, the line reached the river and bent 
back along it, with a curious re-entrant at Berry-au-Bac. The line of the 8th Division thus formed 
a sort of salient. All three Brigades of the Division were placed in line, the 25th Brigade on the 
tight, the 24th Brigade in the centre, near Juvincourt, and the 23rd Brigade on the left. The bound- 
ary between the right and the centre Brigade was the little River Miette. In rear of the left Brigade 
of the Division was a small wooded hill known as the Bois des Buttes. The bulk of the fighting 
troops of the Division, eight battalions and three brigades of field artillery, were on the northern 
hae On the southern bank there were only some artillery (2), and two battalions in Divisional 

serve. 


By the broad principles of military science a position of little depth with a large river at 
its back is usually considered faulty. The British Staff did not like the position ; they went so far 
as to suggest that the ground north of the river should be held as merely an “ Outpost Zone ’’ and 
that a strong ‘“‘ Battle Zone ”’ should be organised south of the river; but the French authorities 
would have no alteration in the dispositions. They had not learnt, as had the British, from actual 
experience, that an overwhelming bombardment followed by aswift onrush of tanks and of “ shock- 
troops ’ with machine-guns can overrun the strongest defences and the stoutest resistance. They 
had not realised, as had the British, that such an attack can be met only by defence in great depth, 
with ample troops available for counter-attack. Possibly the rapid advances of the enemy in March 
and April may have given the French Staff an impression that the British were addicted to un- 
necessary retirements. Whatever the cause, the result was a formal order that the dispositions 
were not to be altered: the Division was to fight where it stood : ‘‘ not a yard of ground was to be 
given up.” 

Those orders were conveyed to the troops; they were destined to be nobly and tragically 
carried out. 


For the moment, however, all seemed very well. The trenches were deep, strong and safe, 
the communications were excellent ; no fewer than thirteen bridges spanned the river behind the 
British front. Gun-fire was rarely heard. The month of May was at its best, the weather and the 
countryside alike were delightful, and the enemy’s infantry opposite were very quiet: quiet at 
any rate during the first four days that the Ist Worcestershire spent in the front line (6). On the 
night of May 17th/18th the Worcestershire were relieved by the 2nd Northamptonshire and marched 
back across the river to billets in Ventelay. 


After some days spent in training the Battalion moved forward again across the river on 
the evening of May 24th and relieved the 2nd Northamptonshire in the “ battle-zone ”’ trenches 
of the 24th Brigade. The Northamptonshire took over the “ forward-zone’’ trenches from the 
Sherwood Foresters, and the Foresters moved back across the river into reserve. 

On the left of the 8th Division, the 50th Division now held the front line as far as Craonne : 
on the right the 21st Division was in position along the canal in front of Cormicy : in reserve was the 
25th Division. 

The 25th Division had now been ordered to move up closer to the line, and on May 23rd 
the 3rd Worcestershire had marched forward from Coulonges to Vandeuil. There the Battalion 
continued training for three days. 


*.* * *& &* © & ££ * He RH 


(a) One British and one French field brigade and several heavy batteries. 
(b) Casualties, Ist Worcestershire, May 12th—16th, 2 wounded. 
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THE GERMAN OFFENSIVES. May 1918 


To the troops in the forward trenches the enemy did not seem so quiet as they had been a 
week before. Rumours were spreading of a possible attack, and various little indications seemed to 
make those rumours credible. There was nothing very definite—a hammering heard by patrols,which 
might be the fixing of ladders for assault : a series of mysterious signboards visible above the enemy’s 
trenches, which might be intended to guide tanks: an occasional gas shell of varying type, which 
might mean new batteries registering—there was nothing very definite, yet a feeling of uncasiness 
crept down the line. The British staffs caught the feeling, and on May 26th orders were issued 
to the troops of the 8th Division to man their battle stations. 


The precaution was timely. Unknown to the Allies, the German leaders had commenced 
the last phase of their great gamble for victory. With unexampled secrecy twenty-nine German 
Divisions had been assembled in front of the nine French and British Divisions then holding the 
Aisne front from Soissons to Reims. Three thousand guns (a) were in position to support the 
attack ; which was fixed for 1 a.m. on May 27th. 


The German preparations had been made with such thoroughness and care that the French 
commanders were in complete ignorance of the hostile concentration until the day before the attack. 
At daybreak on May 26th some German prisoners were taken in a raid; and presently these gave 
information. Not till then did the French commanders realise their peril and send warning to the 
French and British Divisions who were to meet the onslaught. The message of warning was sent 
on from Divisional Headquarters to the troops in the front line. It ended with the words, ‘‘ The 
Divisional Commander has the greatest confidence in all ranks of the 8th Division, and in the gallant 
troops of the French Army fighting by their side, and knows that all will do their duty.” 


There was no sleep that night either for staffs or troops. Far back at G.H.Q. and G.Q.G. 
the Allied Headquarters Staffs were in consternation. The bulk of the French and British reserves 
had been drawn northward by the previous battles. It was impossible to move them to the 
threatened area in time to meet the unforeseen attack. It was certain that the French and British 
Divisions on the Aisne front were doomed to destruction ; and the Headquarters Staffs, who alone 
realised the situation, passed terrible hours in anticipation of the inevitable disaster (b). 


On the threatened front hurried preparations were made. All that night along the trench- 
line the defending troops were making ready to meet the attack. South of the river the 25th Division 
was closing up to the front. The three infantry Brigades of the Division (¢) were marching across the 
River Vesle and northwards through the night in three columns, directed respectively on Guyencourt, 
Ventelay and Muscourt. The column marching on Muscourt was the 74th Brigade, headed by the 
3rd Worcestershire. 

The night was misty. The 3rd Worcestershire tramped through Romain and breasted the 
slope beyond. As they reached the crest of the high ground south of Muscourt a thunder of distant 
gun-fire was heard through the mist. The battle had begun. 


At 3.0 a.m. the 74th Brigade reached Muscourt. The troops halted, while officers went 
forward to reconnoitre a defensive position along the river in front. Several gas-shells came plunging 
through the mist and struck close to the halted troops. 


THE BATTLE OF THE AISNE, 1918. 


From 1.0 a.m. on May 27th onwards for some three hours, shells and trench-mortar bombs 
had been rained upon the British trenches north of the Aisne. At 4.0 a.m. the first “‘ S.0.S.”’ rockets 
went up from the front line, showing that the enemy were attacking. 


The mist was dense, and it was not possible to see more than thirty or forty yards. Through 
the mist German tanks and infantry advanced. Some of the tanks came up the valley of the Miette 
and soon the 2nd Northamptonshire were fighting desperately against odds. 

The anti-tank guns of the Division were disposed in the second system of defence. In that 
dense mist they could give no help to the Northamptonshire, two hundred yards in front, and 
eventually that brave battalion was overwhelmed. The German tanks rumbled forward through 
the mist, closely followed by their infantry, towards the second system of trenches, the position 
of the Ist Worcestershire. 


(a) To be exact, 3,719 guns on a front of 61 Kilometres, besides several hundred trench mortars. 

(6) See Churchill's “ World Crisis’ and Pierrefeu'’s ‘' French Headquarters.” 

(c) When warning of the attack was received, the 25th Division was split up. The 75th Brigade was attached to 
the 8th Division, the 7th Brigade to the 21st Division, and the 74th Brigade to the Svth Division. 
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th May 1918. THE 1st BATTALION FIGHTS TO THE LAST. 


The trenches held by the Battalion were strong and well-sited, on the level ground across which 
tuns the main road from Berry-au-Bac to Corbeny (see plan). The first waves of the German attack 
struck the forward trenches of the Ist Worcestershire about 5 a.m. and were beaten back by rapid 
fire; but more and more of the enemy came on from every direction through the mist. Light 
machine-guns were established in shell-holes and raked the defenders’ parapets from front and flank 
while, covered by their fire, parties of “ Storm-troops ” dashed in to close quarters. At many 
points there were fierce hand-to-hand struggles, and the crashing roar of the firing echoed through 
the mist. 

On the right front of the Battalion, ‘ A’’ Company made a most gallant stand. Captain 
R. B. Berry was shot through both legs and disabled, 2nd Lieutenant M. R. G. Gardner was killed and 
2nd Lieutenant W. Kelly was wounded ; but the one surviving subaltern, 2nd Lieutenant A. P. Edgar, 
took command of the company and inspired all to resist to the last. Ammunition ran short and 
the enemy closed in from all sides, shouting and bombing, but the brave subaltern called his men 
up out of the trench on to the parapet to fight it out with the bayonet. The Germans charged in- 
wards, and after a short but desperate struggle the remnant of the company were killed or captured (a). 

At other points there was the same story to tell, Everywhere the companies and platoons 
made a fierce resistance, holding their ground so long as their ammunition lasted and men survived 
to shoot. The anti-tank guns smashed the German tanks at point-blank range, while the enemy's 
infantry, disordered after their battle in the forward trenches, were beaten off again and again 
by rapid fire of musketry and machine-guns. Confident reports were sent back that the Battalion 
was holding its ground, and all seemed well when, through the mist, more tanks and fresh waves cf 
the enemy’s infantry came surging up from the right rear against the flank of the Ist Worcestershire. 
The battalions of the 25th Brigade further to the right had been overrun, and the victorious enemy, 
wheeling to the right, were rolling up the defensive line. 

In ashort time the Battalion was surrounded and was attacked in front, flank and rear. There 
was no surrender: all fought to the last. Major J. B. F. Cartland, commanding the Battalion (6), 
was killed in the trenches with his men. One by one the platoon posts were overwhelmed. Only 
a few stragglers came back. 


so *+ © © * © © © ® © # & B 


After the destruction of the battalions of the 8th Division, the enemy's infantry spread 
rapidly along the rear of the position and captured the British batteries north of the river. In the 
mist a certun number of miscellaneous troops of the Division succeeded in making their way back 
from the ammunition dumps and store depots on the river bank across the bridges. They carried 
the news of disaster, which soon reached the 8th Division Headquarters at Roucy. 

At first the full extent of the disaster was not realised. It seemed impossible that the enemy 
could have completely broken through the elaborate defences ; and in an attempt to maintain those 
defences the last reserves of the 8th Division were thrown into the battle. Great faith was pinned 
in the resisting powers of two defended localities which supported the Divisional front : the fortified 
village of Gernicourt and the wooded hill called the Bois des Buttes. These, it was hoped, would 
make a long resistance ; and to assist their defence the Ist Sherwood Foresters were ordered forward 
at 6.30 a.m. to take up a line between those two points. But the Sherwood Foresters never reached 
their intended position. By the time that their leading platoons had reached the bank of the Canal 
near the Buis de Gernicourt they were fired on and stopped by Germans on the other bank. Their 
supporting companies made their way up through the mist,and the Foresters deployed along the bank 
of the Canal. 

The Canal and the line of the river had been under an intense bombardment throughout the 
battle : a bombardment of high-explosive and gas, but principally of gas, for the enemy had no wish 
to damage the bridges. The sapper detachments detailed to destroy those bridges had been 
sheltering in their dugouts from the drifting gas, and most of them were surprised and overwhelmed 
by the enemy before they could carry out their task. Only a few of the bridges were blown up: 
the remainder were captured intact and secured for the advance of the German forces. 

Some remnants of the troops on the northern bank succeeded in crossing the bridges before 
they were seized by the enemy. Colonel (c) Grogan, commanding the 23rd Brigade, had been 
warned just in time before the advancing enemy reached his headquarters. He escaped with 
difficulty through the mist and the bombardment, crossed the river with a few of his staff, rallied 
many stragglers and organised a small mixed force with which he took up a position on the wooded 
hillock of La Platrerie. 


(a) 2'Lieut. Edgar, although bayonetted in the chest and stunned, fortunately survived. 
(b) Colonel Davidge was temporarily sick and back with the transport lines. 
(c) Then acting-Brigadier-General. 
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BATTLE OF THE AISNE, 10918. 21th May 1918. 


Further to the right a similar little force of survivors was collected and organised by Captain 
A. B. Pratt of the Ist Worcestershire. Captain Pratt placed his men in position to defend the 
unbroken bridge at La Pecherie, and for a time he held firm against all attacks; but the enemy 
closed in from all sides and presently his little force was driven from its position. Most of his men 
were killed or captured and the remainder dispersed (a). 


As the daylight grew and the mist thinned it became clear that all the positions on the northem 
bank were in the enemy’s hands. On the left flank of the 8th Division the memorable last stand of 
the 2nd Devons at the Bois des Buttes was over; further to the left every single battalion and 
battery of the 50th Division had been destroyed. Away to the right heavy firing showed that the 
21st Division also were being attacked. Soon the enemy’s infantry came pressing forward in great 
force to the river banks. 

The large number of bridges which had made the communications of the 8th Division so 
simple now proved disastrous. Orders for the demolition (b) of the bridges had not been received 
until too late, and as we have seen, the sappers detailed to destroy them were put out of action 
before they could achieve their purpose. Nowhere had the bridges been thoroughly destroyed, 
and the big bridge at La Pecherie was undamaged (c). 


Across those bridges the enemy’s advanced troops made their way. Between La Platrerie 
and the Bois de Gernicourt the crossings were undefended. There the enemy crossed the canal 
unopposed and then wheeled to take in flank Colonel Grogan’s party at La Platrerie and the Sherwocd 
Foresters in front of the Bois de Gernicourt. 

Colonel Grogan’s party at La Platrerie were thus outflanked, and had to fall back about 8.30 
a.m. to escape destruction. Colonel Grogan led his little force back to Roucy, where a new 
defensive position was being organised. 


The new position taken up had been thought out before the attack. South of the River 
Aisne a steep ridge runs east and west behind Maizy, Concevreux, Roucy, and Bouffignereux to 
Cormicy. That ridge afforded a fine natural position with good command over the low- -lying miver 
valley ; and late in the morning (d), the 8th Divisional Commander decided to use such troops as 
were still available to defend that “‘ second ’”’ position. 

Every man who could fire a rifle was ordered up from the rear. Colonel Davidge, who had 
been lying sick in the transport lines of the Ist Worcestershire, organised a small force from details 
of the Battalion and from stragglers of other units, and led them forward. The personnel attending 
the Divisional Lewis-gun School (e), some 600 N.C.O’s. and men drawn from all the nine battalions, 
took up position (f) on the forward slope of the ridge. 

On that line the remnants of the 8th Division sorted themselves out. Colonel Davidge was 
put in charge of a section of the defence. He delegated to Captain F. C. Worster of the Ist Worcester- 
shire the command of his little party of details of the 24th Brigade, which mustered in all 3 officers 
and 68 N.C.O’s. and men. 

Colonel Grogan’s survivors of the 23rd Brigade aligned themselves on the left of Captain 
Worster’s party, and entrenchment was begun. Then up to the new line came welcome reinforce- 
ments, the fresh battalions of the 25th Division. 


The 25th Division, as we have already told, had marched forward through the night and were 
already close behind the line when ncws came to them of the disaster in front. The uncertainty 
of the position caused some delay ; and it was not until after 7.0 a.m. that orders came to advance. 
Then the 75th Brigade were ordered forward to join the 8th Division at Roucy. Later the 74th Brigade 
was sent to assist the 50th Division, with orders to line the river bank from Maizy to Pontavert. 
Later still the 7th Brigade were ordered to fill the gap on the right of the 8th Division's line, from 
Bouffignereux to Cormicy. 


(a) Captain Pratt himself escaped capture and, with a small party, remained throughout the day concealed in 
some broken trenches. At nightfall he crossed the river and attempted to regain our lines ; but the German 
advance had been rapid, and he was unable to escape. After many adventures, he and his men were finally 
captured before dawn on May 30th, while aslecp in a wood near Ventelay. 

(6) The 8th Division on taking over from the French had found that no arrangements for demolition existed. 
Arrangements had been hastily improvised ; but the situation was complicated. Some bridges might only 
be destroyed on orders from Army Headquarters : and those orders were not received. 

(c) It was to have been destroyed only by orders of the Higher Command. The orders were never received 

(7) About 10 a.m. 

Previously at Roucy. 
(f) Under Major A. H. Cope of the Devons, who had been commanding the school, 
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The 3rd Worcestershire were ordered to Concevreux and, after the inevitable delay while 
orders were issued and received, the Battalion marched off from Muscourt. Concevreux was 
reached about 9.15 a.m. By that time, as we have seen, the crossings around Pontavert were in the 
hands of the enemy. The mist had lifted and through field-glasses the advancing enemy could be 
seen plainly, advancing down the slopes on the northern bank and crossing the undamaged bridges 
further to the right. Major Traill disposed his Battalion for defence at Concevreux, “ A’’ and 
“B” Companies in front covering the bridge, ‘“‘C’’ Company forming a defensive flank to the 
right, and“ D"’ Company in reserve on the slopes behind the village. To the left the 11th Lancashire 
Fusiliers were in position along the river bank from Concevreux to near Maizy, where the 9th Loyals 
should have been posted ; but the enemy's guns were still bombarding Maizy and the 9th Loyals 
were held back under cover. To the right from Concevreux to Bouffignereux the three battalions 
of the 75th Brigade were taking up position, intermingled with the remaining troops of the 8th 
Division. The Brigadier of the 75th Brigade had taken charge of that part of the line. Colonel 
Grogan had been instructed to go back to Jonchery and prepare a reserve line of defence along 
the River Vesle ; for the new position was rightly judged to be precarious. The troops available 
were not sufficient to hold such a wide front. The supporting artillery could muster only eight 
field-guns (a). iS 


Then for a time the battle appeared to die down (6). Most of the British artillery were 
out of action (c) and such as remained were husbanding their ammunition. Away to the right 
gun-fire could be heard about Cormicy, where the 21st Division was still resisting all attacks ; but 
from Cormicy to Maizy the bombardment ceased. The German artillery were moving forward 
to fresh positions in support of their advancing infantry. Those latter could plainly be seen through 
glasses, crossing the river in dense columns and deploying on the southern bank. The British 
troops watched this advance, watched also field-guns and trench-mortars being brought forward ; 
but as vet the German columns were beyond effective rifle range ; the surviving British guns did 
not open fire; and the enemy, practically unmolested, were able to make preparations for 
their renewed attack against the British ‘‘ Second Position.” 

That slackening of the battle on the front of the ‘ Second Position ” lasted until well into the 
afternoon. “It was a trying wait,’’ recorded the 8th Division. ‘ The enemy's forward troops 
“were dribbling up under cover of folds in the ground and woods . . . . so as to get as near as 
“possible to our positions. Now and then there were sharp bursts of machine-gun and Lewis-gun 
“fire whenever the defenders were offered a target, but as a rule the front was quiet. There was 
“not much artillery fire except along the roads and communications. The enemy, however, brought 
“their balloons up very close, and they appeared to be almost directly overhead ; their aeroplanes 
“also were very active and it was impossible to move any formed body of troops after midday 
“within 3,000 yards of our front line without bringing a H.E. concentration down upon them. 
“ The German balloons looked into every fold of the country and behind every hill”’ (a). 


By about 3.0 p.m. the advancing German battalions deployed along the front of the “ Second 
Position ”’ and the battle was renewed (e). Battery after battery of German artillery opened fire 
and the thunder of the guns was punctuated by the sharper rattle of musketry and machine-gun 
fire as the attacking infantry closed in. Soon the battle was general all along the line. 

Between Bouffignereux and Concevreux ten German battalions attacked the new British 
Positions. Just west of Concevreux two strong battalions of the Prussian 3rd Foot Guard Regiment 
came on over open ground past Chaudardes and Cuiry towards the canal ; but the bridges over the 
canal had been destroyed, and the musketry of the Worcestershire and the Lancashire Fusiliers 
was very effective. The advancing enemy were checked and stopped. Ascertaining the strength 
of the position on their front, the Prussian Guards changed direction and sheered off to the right 
towards Maizy, where another regiment of their Division had forced a crossing. 


(a) Of the 8th Division. The artillery of the 25th Division were already committed. 

(6) It must beTunderstood"that this ‘dying down” of the battle was only apparent to the troops entrenching the 
“ Second Position.” Heavy and continuous fighting continued on the front of the 21st Division, from Cauroy 
to Cormicy ; and around Gernicourt villagefand the Bois de Gernicourt a desperate fight was waged from 
9a.m. tillnoon. There the defending troops—Ist East Lancashire, Ist Sherwood Foresters, and 22nd D.L.1. 
made a gallant resistance, but were presently overwhelmed in detail by converging attacks. 

(c) All the field batteries of the 50th Division, and all but one of the field batteries of the 8th Division had been in 
position north of the river, and all had been lost. The bulk of the medium Artillery was concentrated in 
the Bois de Gernicourt. That wood had been heavily bombarded with gas-shells, and the drifting fumes 
had made it ditficult for the gunners*cither to fight their guns or to get them away. The batteries remained 
silent in the Bois de Gernicourt until presently they were captured by the advancing enemy. 

(dq) That description of the efficiency of the German balloons may possibly be exaggerated ; but it represents the 
feeling at the time. 

(e) The German advanced guards had been in contact with the British defences since mid-day, and there had been 
intermittent firing ; but there was no definite attack till about 3 p.m. 
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Fresh German columns (a) came on over the hillock of Chaudardes against the defences of 

Concevreux, and soon the 3rd Worcestershire were hotly engaged. The attackers were held up by 
the wide canal and the rapid fire of the defence. The German companies deployed and opened fire. 
German field batteries galloped up past Chaudardes, wheeled and unlimbered in the open, and 
bombarded Concevreux over open sights. Their shells struck the village in rapid succession, bringing 
roofs and walls crashing down into the streets : fires broke out and many of the defenders were hit ; 
pas the 3rd Worcestershire held firm and their musketry stopped each German attempt to cross 
the canal. 
Further to the right the battle was not going so well. Around Roucy the position of the 11th 
Cheshire was not naturally strong. There the low ground in front of the British position was cum- 
bered by hedges and by a small wood, which screened the advance of the enemy until they were 
within close range of the British line. As at Concevreux, German field batteries came into action 
at point-blank range and rained shells on the half-dug trenches. Two German battalions attacked 
Roucy, and after a short resistance the young soldiers of the 11th Cheshire were overwhelmed. 

A spur of the main ridge juts down between Roucy and Concevreux, and the companies 
of the 8rd Worcestershire were not aware of the disaster on their right until warned by fugitives 
from the broken front. Then Captain T. Grant at once led “‘ D”’ Company, the Battalion reserve, 
in a counter-attack which for the moment stopped the enemy’s advance (b). But his force was 
not sufficient to close the gap: the enemy came swarming up the wooded slopes from Roucy, circled 
round “ D” Company and closed in on Concevreux from flank and rear. The position there became 
a death-trap, and Major Traill decided that the Battalion must retire. 

That retirement was a desperate affair, for the enemy were already on the spur east of 
Concevreux and were firing down into the burning village before the order to retire could reach 
the platoons along the Canal. The Worcestershire companies extricated themselves as best they 
could and fell back past the blazing cottages up the slopes beyond. Losses were heavy, and fully 
half the Battalion had been hit before the survivors reached the crest of the ridge. 

To cover that withdrawal Major Traill ordered Lieutenant W. B. J. Will to take up position 
with a Lewis-gun detachment and to delay the enemy as long as possible. Lieutenant Will’s party 
held their ground for some time and held back the pursuit by sharp bursts of fire ; but presently 
the enemy closed in on three sides. Lieutenant Will ordered his men to retire and they fell back 
up the slope through long grass, turning and firing rapidly in succession. One by one they were 
shot down, and at last the subaltern, a tall young officer of fine physique, took the Lewis-gun himself. 
He continued the running fight until all his soldiers had fallen and he himself was wounded. Then 
he turned to bay, firing desperately until the Lewis-gun jammed. The enemy charged in and beat 
him senseless with rifle-butts. 

Covered by that devoted rearguard, the remnants of the 3rd Worcestershire made good their 
retreat. The companies rallied near the Moulin de Roucy and took up a temporary position (c) ; 
but it was not possible to make any prolonged defence. The whole line had given way, and disordered 
troops were streaming back across the ridge. 

Away to the left, the Prussian Guards had stormed the bridge at Maizy, had crumpled up 
the resistance of the 9th Loyals, and were advancing through Muscourt on Meurival. Further to 
the left other German forces were advancing without opposition into Serval and Glennes ; for the 
French troops on that flank had been wiped out. To the right of the 3rd Worcestershire a confused 
fight was in progress around the Bois de Rouvroy. 


Captain Worster’s party of the Ist Worcestershire had fought desperately in the defence of 
the trenches near Roucy. Inspired by their leader, they held firm under a storm of fire until the 
German assault broke the line of the 11th Cheshire on their left. Then the defence gave way, and 
Captain Worster ordered his party to retreat up the slope. They could muster not more than twenty 
men by the time that they reached the high ground behind, but they took up position near the edge 
of the Bois de Rouvroy and for a time they held their ground. Presently a strong force of the enemy 
encircled their left flank. Captain Worster was mortally wounded (d), and in the retirement which 
followed his little party dispersed. The survivors of the Ist Worcestershire became intermingled 
with the disordered groups of British soldiers from many different regiments who were fighting or 
falling back across the wooded heights. 


(a) The German 39th Regiment. 

(6) That bold counter-attack undoubtedly saved the Battalion, and won Captain Grant a well-deserved bar to 
his M.C. Unfortunately he died of his wounds on the next day. 

(c) The left flank of the Battalion was on the road from Concevreux to Ventelay. The Battalion could then muster 
only about 120 of all ranks, including 8 officers. Captain T. Grant had been mortally wounded. Captain E. A. 
Humphries was missing, together with three subalterns—2nd Lieuts. E. V. Matthews, R. O. Goolden and 
W. B. J. Will. 

(a) For his gallant leadership in this fight Captain Worster was subsequently awarded the M.C, 
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27th Mav 1918. THE RETREAT FROM THE AISNE. 


On the right of the 75th Brigade the German attack had been held up for some time by the 
2nd South Lancashire on the open ground north of Bouffignereux ; but east of that village a 
splendid fight by the Ist Wiltshire had not been able to avert the destruction of that brave battalion, 
The other two battalions of the 7th Brigade had likewise been overwhelmed, and the victorious 
enemy were advancing unopposed to occupy Guyencourt and Chalons-le-Vergeur. 

As the advancing German regiments pressed up the wooded slopes,the remnants of the British 
battalions fell back, fighting or retiring as best they could. Groups of soldiers organised themselves 
round individual officers, and in some cases maintained their ground for several hours. For some 
time the 3rd Worcestershire held firm near the Moulin de Roucy, while further to the right the 8th 
Border fought stubbornly around the Bois de Rouvroy ; but gradually the Borders were forced back 
as the enemy came pressing on. The 2nd South Lancashire fell back past the wood towards 
Ventelay and other detachments of mixed troops went with them. On the left flank, the advance 
of the Prussian Guards through Muscourt and Meurival had compelled the 11th Lancashire Fusiliers 
and the remnant of the 9th Loyals to withdraw to the crest of the ridge. 

While daylight lasted the fight was maintained, but at sunset the defence gave way. On the 
right flank a strong force of the enemy swarmed up the slopes through the wouds above Guyencourt, 
crossed the high ground unopposed, seized Loge Fontaine Farm (a) and advanced towards Ventelay. 
On the left flank the leading companies of the victorious Prussian Guards appeared on the high 
ground near the Abre de Romain. The remnants of the British troops between those advancing 
columns fell back down the slopes to Ventelay. 

Behind them the roads were thronged with terrified inhabitants and with the transport 
of the British and French forces in retreat. Long columns of wagons and limbers were rumbling 
back down the valley from Ventelay to Romain and thence down to the River Vesle. The Divisional 
Ammunition Column of the 25th Division went back south-westward from Romain to Courlandon ; 
but before reaching the latter village the Column was surprised by the enemy. A strong force 
of German infantry (6) rushed down on to the rvad from the heights above, and the Ammunition 
Column was taken at the point of the bayonet. 


The transport of the Ist Worcestershire had been at Roucy that morning. When the disaster 
north of the Aisne was realised, orders were given for the transport to move back. Under the orders 
of the Battalion Transport Officer, 2/Lieutenant R. C. Smart, and the Quartermaster, Lieutenant 
S. Parker, the wagons of the Ist Worcestershire had trotted back to Ventelay. Thence they 
prepared to move to Courlandon ; but they were warned just in time of the loss of the Ammunition 
Column and changed their route, escaping to safety past Breuil to the open country south of the 
River Vesle (c). The transport of the 3rd Worcestershire similarly escaped capture, passed the 
Vesle and was ordered to move south to Lagery. 

Other individual groups of transport were similarly kept together and led to safety by the 
initiative of individual officers; but the bulk were not so fortunate. The wagons thronged back 
in disorder along every road and by nightfall the roads around Montigny were congested. Long 
Tange gun-fire, bombs from aeroplanes and accidents of all kinds increased the confusion, and orders 
were given for the troops north of Montigny to hold a position covering that town until the traffic 
block should be cleared. 


The battalions retreating from the heights near Roucy made their way back through Ventelay 
as darkness fell. The 3rd Worcestershire held La Faite Farm until sunset. Then, since the troops 
on his left flank had retired, Major Traill decided to withdraw through Ventelay. The retreat was 
unmolested, thanks to the gallantry of 2/Lieutenant E. W. Pickles, who collected some twenty 
of his men and attacked the oncoming enemy with such effect that their advance in that neighbour- 
hood was checked until darkness fell; then the brave subaltern led his men back and eventually 
Tejoined the Battalion (d). 

After passing through deserted Ventelay Major Traill halted his men, and the Battalion 
Tteformed in the gathering darkness on the heights south of that village. The orders to take up a 
defensive position were passed along the line, and the tired soldiers began to dig cover on the slopes— 
open grass slopes studded with bushes. A crackle of firing in the valley which they had crossed 
told of the efforts of the last rearguards to escape the enemy’s pursuit (e). 


(a) About 9.30 p.m. (b) The German 20th Infantry Regiment, of the 5th Guard Division. 

(c) 2/Lieut. Smart was awarded the M.C. for his good leadership. The good work and fine example of R.Q.M.S. H. O. 
Little was of great value in the extrication of the Battalion transport, and were rewarded by the D.C.M. 

(@) 2/Lt. Pickles was awarded a bar to his M.C. 

(e) Actually the 8th Border, retreating after dark from the Bois de Rouvroy, found Ventelay occupied by the enemy 
who had advanced through Loge Fontaine Farm. After an exchange of fire the Borders made their way 
past Ventelay westward along the high ground to Romain and thence to Les Venteaux, losing touch with 
the other British battalions. 
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The night was full of alarms. There were intermittent outbursts of firing, and stray parties 
of stragglers came blundering up to the defensive line. These were rallied and attached to the 
little groups which now represented the companies and platoons ; for there was urgent need for 
every available man. The three battalions of the 74th Brigade together could muster little more 
than three hundred soldiers (a)—not half the strength of a single full battalion. 

The three battalions took up position as best they could in the darkness on the northem 
slope of Le Mont Ferré, the 3rd Worcestershire and 9th Loyals in front line on the forward slope, 
with the 11th Lancashire Fusiliers further back in support on the crest of the hill, To their right 
were some few hundred survivors of other units—the 2nd South Lancashire and 11th Cheshire of 
the 75th Brigade, intermixed with remnants of the 8th and 50th Divisions. Included in the latter 
were some remnants of the Ist Worcestershire, notably a Lewis-gun group commanded by Sergeant- 
Major G. Crump. 

Throughout the night the tired troops remained on the alert, digging cover and awaiting 
attack. They were in no position to realise the general situation ; which was, in fact, most perilous. 
The German attack had shattered the Allied front both to right and to left of their flimsy defences. 
From their right flank at Les Grands Savarts the long ridge south of Bouvancourt lay open and 
undefended for two miles as far as Luthernay Farm, where stood the nearest troops of the 2lst 
Division (b). On their left the enemy had already captured Fismes and had forced the passage of 


the River Vesle. 


Dawn came (c) and with the dawn the German guns opened fire. Shells burst over the newly- 
dug trenches and shrapnel bullets spattered down over the open hillside. The troops stood the 
ordeal grimly, holding their ground till, about 8 a.m., the enemy’s infantry (d) advanced in long 
columns from Ventelay. German field batteries galloped forward into action and bombarded 
the half-made trenches at short range. The weak British battalions answered with bursts of 
musketry, which forced the German columns to deploy into a swarm of grey-clad skirmishers who 
came pressing on up the slope. 

Before that attack some of the forward posts of the 75th Brigade gave way; but the sup- 
porting line in rear held firm, and their fire inflicted heavy loss. Sergeant-Major Crump, com- 
manding the Lewis-gunners of the Ist Worcestershire, saw a wounded man of another regiment 
writhing in pain near one of the abandoned posts. Reckless of his own safety, the Sergeant-Major 
walked out across the open through a shower of bullets and carried back the wounded man. Then 
he continued to direct the defence. Checked in front by the British fire, the enemy extended round 
the open right flank of the 75th Brigade across the open fields east of Les Grands Savarts. Thence 
they took the British line in enfilade. Men fell fast, and the troops on either side of Sergeant-Major 
Crump’s Lewis-gunners gave way and retired; but the Worcestershire detachment held firm, the 
Sergeant-Major working a Lewis-gun himself until he was the only man of the gun-team left. Then 
he withdrew fighting (¢). The whole of the 75th Brigade had fallen back, and it was clear that the 
74th Brigade also must retreat. 

Orders came for the 3rd Worcestershire and 9th Loyals to fall back through the line of the 
11th Lancashire Fusiliers. The two battalions left their trenches and withdrew as best they could 
under a rain of bullets. The platoons filed through the defences of the Lancashire Fusiliers on the 
crest-line and collected on the reverse slope of the hill. Urgent orders came to retreat at once, 
and they set off down the southern slope of Le Mont Ferré south-eastward towards Montigny. 
Behind them the sharp rattle of musketry, punctuated by the crash of bursting shells, told of the 
heroic last stand of the Lancashire Fusiliers. The Fusiliers held their ground and covered the 
retreat until the enemy came crowding round their exposed right flank, making further defence 
impossible: then the remnant of that brave battalion fell back south-westward down the slopes 
to Breuil, where they were finally overwhelmed. 


The self-sacrifice of the Lancashire Fusiliers enabled the other troops to retreat unchecked ; 
and the disordered remnants of the 74th and 75th Brigades crowded back through Montigny and 
thence along the road to Jonchery. That retreat was a nightmare of confusion and misery. Beyond 
Montigny all order was lost. The little group which represented the 3rd Worcestershire (f) was 
led back by Major Traill along roads crowded with retreating troops, wagons and lorries. German 
aeroplanes came roaring close overhead, bombing the road and raking the fugitives with their 
machine-guns, and German howitzers sent their great shells crashing down along the route. The 


(a) The total strength of the Brigade was reported as 26 officers and 324 other ranks. 

(6) The 21st Division had wheeled back after dark to a new position from Sommeville to St. Auboeuf, with some 
reserves at Luthernay Farm. Vadiville Farm was undefended, and was occupied by the enemy before dawa 
on May 28th. (c) May 28th. (d) The German 50th Division. 

(e) Sergeant-Major Crump’s splendid example of courage and determination earned him a bar to his D.C.M. 

(/) By then about 60 of all ranks. 


376 


BATTLE OF THE AISNE, 1918 
; — Te 


4 
= hea 


REFERENCE : s 

. cale of Yards 

ainda aes exe ay ge GSES ape sew 

Dawn29°May4 ". .. = 21# Division r 
ancing German troops 


Dawn 31 May, Allied front line (epprox) —— + ———— 
1» 24June. ol me Ome 


Montagne de Bligny .ereeeecee ----- 


2%k May 1918, THE STAND AT JONCHERY. 


sides of the road became littered with dead and wounded. Lorries, either broken-down or wrecked, 
blocked the road at several points, causing prolonged jams in the stream of retreat. Major Traill’s 
little command passed one such jam from which a grim party of gunners (a) were trying in vain 
to extricate the last surviving heavy gun of their battery. The remnant of the 3rd Worcestershire 
tramped on through the rout along the bare road to the trees which mark the line of the River Vesle 
at Jonchery. 

At Jonchery the road from Montigny twists suddenly to the right across the river into the 
little town. The retreating troops stumbled round the bend to the bridge over the river. There 
they were checked and halted. 

As we have already told, on the previous evening Colonel (b) Grogan had been instructed 
to go back and prepare a line of defence along the River Vesle. The Colonel had taken his stand on 
the bridge at Jonchery with a few assistants, and as the retreating troops came crowding back to 
the bridge they were stopped, rallied, reorganised and told off to defensive positions along the river 
bank. Individual officers were detailed to take over small temporary commands in the defensive 
line, and order was gradually evolved out of the chaos of the rout. The survivors of the Ist 
Worcestershire were too much dispersed to be reassembled as a unit, and Colonel Davidge, the 
senior surviving regimental officer, had a collection of mixed troops under his orders. But 
Major Traill’s little party of the 3rd Worcestershire still held together : they were ordered to march 
further back to act as a reserve to the defensive line along the Vesle. 


Through the noon of a hot summer day Major Traill’s party tramped onwards, until presently 
they found the Battalion transport halted in the village of Lagery. The weary soldiers of the 3rd 
Worcestershire at last found food; and during the remainder of that day they rested at Lagery, 
while the incessant thunder of distant gun-fire told of the struggle in the valley of the Vesle. 


At Jonchery Colonel Grogan’s improvised defence held the line of the river. The German 
vanguards came pressing down the slopes to the trees along the river-banks, and firing became general 


around the little town. Away to the left the enemy were already across the river at Courlandon . 


and were fighting hard against French reinforcements. Away to the right the 2Ist Division 
had wheeled back to the steep ridge which overhangs the river east of Prouilly. Between those 
flanking forces Colonel Grogan’s mixed remnants of the 8th and 25th Divisions (c) defended the 
Tiver-bank against the enemy from 10 a.m. till noon. 

Soon after midday came word that the French on the left were falling back and that the 
Germans had crossed the river at Breuil. To avoid being outflanked, Colonel Grogan decided to 
withdraw his men from Jonchery to the heights south of the town, and group by group the defensive 
line was withdrawn (d). A gallant attempt was made to destroy the bridge ; but the wagon carrying 
the explosive was hit and blew up. The bridge had to be abandoned, and Colonel Grogan’s men 
fell back to new positions on the ridge above Branscourt. 

The enemy followed up the retirement, crossed the bridge and occupied deserted Jcnchery. 
Thence the German infantry advanced slowly toward the heights, and their vanguards came in 
contact with the new defensive line of Colonel Grogan’s force. After some sharp bursts of fire their 
advance was checked, and no great move took place during the afternoon. 

At sunset a strong force of the enemy came on through the woods above Vandeuil and 
suddenly attacked the left flank of Colonel Grogan’s line. They stormed Hill 233 near Montazin 
Farm. That hill dominates all the surrounding country, and its loss laid open the flank of the 
defence. A mixed force—Worcestershire and Devon men intermingled—was organised hastily 
and was led forward by Major A. H. Cope of the Devons in a brilliant counter-attack. The hill was 
retaken with the bayonet, and the position was restored before darkness fell. 

That night Colonel Grogan’s weary soldiers remained on the alert, lying on the open hillsides 
with rifles ready to fire, but no further attack was made. French troops came up to reinforce 
the defence on either flank of Colonel Grogan’s force, and the hours of darkness (e) passed in 
comparative quiet. 


(a) Of the Ist Siege Battery, 4st Brigade R.G.A. 

(b) Then acting-Brigadier-General. 

(c) The firing-line on the river-bank at Jonchery was actually commanded by Colonel Davidge. 

(4) The order for the front line to withdraw was taken forward to the troops on the river-bank by Corpl. P. G. Millins 
of the Ist Battalion signallers through a very heavy fire. But for his bravery the forward troops could never 
have been extricated. Corpl. Millins was awarded the D.C.M. 

(e) That night Colonel Davidge had a narrow escape. The troops on the heights were tormented by thirst, for no 
water was at hand. Colonel Davidge went down the hill, accompanied by a single orderly, to fetch water 
from a farm at the foot of the slope. The farm-buildings were apparently empty and deserted. After filling 
the water-bottles they carried, the Colonel and his orderly sat down to rest ; and fell asleep. Waking suddenly 
some hours later they found dawn breaking, and as they started off they were challenged in German and 
fired at from every side. Miraculously they escaped. They had slept in the midst of the enemy. 
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THE GERMAN OFFENSIVES. 28th; 29th May 1918. 


Meanwhile the 10th Battalion of the Regiment had been brought up into the battle. The 
19th Division, as we have told (a), had been training behind the lines in the area of the French Fourth 
Army, cast of Reims, when the German attack was launched. Definite news as to that attack 
did not reach the Division until the evening of May 27th, and that news was accompanied by orders 
to prepare to move to the point of danger, the infantry by bus, the artillery and transport by march 
Toute. 

Not until the evening of the next day (May 28th) were further orders received. Then, after 
dark (4), the 10th Worcestershire and the other two battalions of the 57th Brigade (8th Gloucestershire 
and 10th Royal Warwickshire) embussed on a long column of motor-lorries and were bome 
westward through the night. 

Before dawn (c) ot May 29th the motor-lorries carrying the 57th Brigade rattled into the 
village of Chambrecy. A halt was called and the troops debussed, stiff and weary after their long 
jolting. The 8th Gloucestershire were sent forward to take up a line of outposts on the heights 
north of the village: the 10th Worcestershire and 10th Royal Warwickshire lay down for a short 
test. Presently another long column of lorries brought up the 58th Brigade, who debussed at 
Chambrecy and then tramped off to Bligny. 


The dawn had broken (May 29th) and breakfasts were cooking, when a car tore into Cham- 


_brecy bringing a French general (¢), who, after a short conference, went on to the British Corps 


Headquarters at Romigny. The battalions were wamed to prepare for advance. Later came 
definite orders. 

Northward of the 19th Division the survivors of the British 21st, 25th, 50th and Sth Divisions, 
intermixed with French reinforcements, were holding back the enemy from Muizcn to Savigny: 
further west the French 13th Division was deployed, its right flank being near Brouillet : but between 
Savigny and Brouillet was a gap of some two miles, and the enemy were rapidly advancing. The 
19th Division was to advance and fill the gap. 

Orders were given for the 57th Brigade to advance towards Lhery, while the 58th Biigade were 
to advance on their right flank towards Tramery. The two Brigades moved forward cautiously 
across the open downlands of the Champagne countryside. Reconnaissance was essential, movement 
was slow and was much impeded by refugees—the wretched inhabitants of the farms and villages 
who came crowding back along every road and track. 

By midday the advancing British battalions reached the high ground south of the villages 
of Coemy and Lhery. That high ground commands a wide view north-westward up the wooded 
valley of the Ardre. The enemy were known to be close at hand, and heavy fighting was in progress 
away to the right on the far side of the river valley. It was decided not to attempt any further advance 
and the battalions proceeded to dig cover along the line of the road from Coemy to Lhery. The 
left flank of the 10th Worcestershire was established in the latter village. 


While the 10th Worcestershire were entrenching, the survivors of the Ist Battalion, inter- 
mixed with the other remnants of the 8th Division under Colonel Grogan’s command, were fighting 
desperately against odds. Dawn of May 29th had found them still holding the high ground about 
Hill 233, overlooking the valleys both of the Ardre and of the Vesle. Field-glasses showed strong 
German columns on the move in both valleys, and fire was opened from the woods close in front. 
The advancing enemy occupied Serzy and closed round the exposed left flank, while other German 
forces advanced up the slope from Jonchery. It became clear that Hill 233 could not be held for 
long, and about 11 a.m. Colonel Grogan ordered his men back to a new position running from Cout- 
celles and Hill 202 along the ridge called ‘“‘ La Grande Marliére ’’ to Faverolles. 

The retirement was carried out in good order. The “ Grande Marliére”’ ridge is a rounded 
spur, too bare of cover to permit the forward slope being held. Colonel Grogan disposed his men 
along the reverse slope of the ridge and prepared to stand his ground. On his right the low hillock 
called Hill 202 was entrenched by the Lincolns (e) of the 21st Division. : 

About noon the German infantry came flooding down the slope from Hill 233 and Montazin 
Farm, crossed the intervening valley and advanced to the attack ; but on the bare crest-line of the 
“ Grande Marliére ” they were met by burst after burst of rapid fire and the attack withered away. 
The German field artillery shelled the ridge, but inflicted little damage on the well-posted defenders. 

Presently the British officers saw through their ficld-glasses long columns of wheeled vehicles 
moving up the road from Jonchery to Montazin Farm. They were thought at first to be a ms- 
directed German transport column, but when the vehicles halted near the Farm large mortars were 
taken from them and carried down towards the ridge. The mortars came into action, and soon their 
great bombs were bursting all along the British line. 


(:) See page 368, 


(2) 10.30 p.m, (c) 3.50 a.m, (d@) G.O.C. French 154th Division. 
(e) [st and 2nd Lincolnshire intermixed. 
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“Shells, Bombs and bullets struck all round 
“him, and presently his horse was shot ; but he 
“mounted another horse and continued to ride 
“along the firing line, cheering and encouraging 
“his men, miraculously escaping death at every 
‘instant, and inspiring all who saw him, both 
“French and British.” (page 379) 


COTEGI NAL Tae BS 


feof oodhace ctent Was Hiest Uviig t 
t sabe nt chts, Wilt 
hey drach no rite 
tan unieni 


wthe bres » 
uous, di a 
Ts ec 
Wiltshire ci; 
force, Sse D+ . 
un the Buulosse Hoenn: Wie tie 
Throws caddy houss iu 
remy across the ciest ed tie (Grates 
the bare ground ef the iii Was Litter 
held Hill 202 5 bat the ene ney tre get 
fre of the deteieu decane teeter a. + 
In order to control Cie eXtended thei 5, = = 
ine, heedless of the berilwardriens 
wt 4 pan. a tiesh Germs te 
‘edoubled their dire. Ail aden torr. 
sinned and dewtened by the bom oo. 
ei the German ke adees : " 
over the crest of the ridse. 
back as best they conid deuwe ¢ 
done) Grogan and Colonel Davi 
varues of brave men tu cover the retry 
On the Bouleuse Ridse south 
entrenching, and there the retreat was 
mixed up with the Wiltshire and the 
wlvantage, advanced through ‘Tre -ten 
hilf-dug trenches. 
Colonel Grogan, realising thea 
rallying and heartening his men. be 
t-! The Boche are no = + = geod! 
along the front of the refurmung line, be 
and bullets struck all round lam, and poe 
and continued to ride along the fvin 
escaping death at every instant, aud tspu 
The Colonel's reckless bravery saveu 
troops who had just fallen back an dis: 
netve and held their ground as stubbornly as 1 
remaining hours of daylight the position on the | 
Twice the enemy charged and nearly broke the os 
At last darkness closed down and the firmg dvd 


ul 


pot 


tte 
Pasilae s 


That last defence was a wonderful aie s 
ute fiht, and their splendid recovery atta: 


waimoest cnurely to the mspitingepravyay of Ug + 
deserved reward in nf MBBOTO P pie W no) lonoloD 


The arrival of the 19th Division ogblA ‘stuslnod edt so 
to withdraw the remnants of the four British 1. 
une after dark, two fresh battalions of Ube BRG@r eM d#@S 
sand the poor remnants of Colonel Grogan ~ 
rthat night and the next two days Un 
ieassembled in reserve belund the front. Eventuglls 


Was able to collect sdFR@tBet ed Yo 'aoizenepog ed? Aj YAbUlOH sredlio yd omsoiq ond i 


© work of entrenchment, Colunel Davidse was wounded . 


> Of the 58th Brigade. The Wiltslare get thar ordars at 2p 
Op the brench bodth Division. () Vath WSL and ad 
tor his brihant work in this battle, as well as at Villers Bretotneun , 3 eee 
a bar to his b.S.Q. 


379 


was ordered to hold a reserve position on the sunke: Wiule suprises 


ned 


Colonel G. W. St. G. Grogan 


on the Bouleuse Ridge 
29th May, 1918, 


From the picture by Gilbert Holiday in the possession of the Regiment. 
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That bombardment was most trying to the exhausted troops. They had been in action 
continuously for two days and nights, with little food and with less sleep. Physically they were 
at the breaking-point, and they had no means of replying to the mortars’ fire. The Situation was 
ominous, and Colonel Grogan sent an urgent message for assistance. 

In response to that message, one battalion of the newly-arrived 19th Division, the 2nd 
Wiltshire (a), was ordered to take up a position on the Bouleuse Ridge, behind Colonel Grogan’s 
force. Some French troops (b) joined the Wiltshire, and together they were engaged in digging cover 
on the Bouleuse Ridge when the fight on the “‘ Grande Marliére ” in front reached its climax. 

Throughout the early hours of that sunny afternoon attack after attack was made by the 
enemy across the crest of the ‘‘ Grande Marliére ” ; but each charge was beaten down by fire, until 
the bare ground of the ridge was littered with dead and wounded. On the right, the Lincolns firmly 
held Hill 202 ; but the enemy in front of the “‘ Grande Marliére ’’ were steadily reinforced ; and the 
fire of the defence became feebler as the bombs from over the crest tore gaps in the line of rifles. 
In order to control the extended front, Colonel Grogan mounted his horse and rode alung the firing- 
line, heedless of the bombardment. 

At 4 p.m. a fresh German battalion reinforced the attackers, and the guns and mortars 
tedoubled their fire. All along the ridge the enemy worked their way forward to the crest-line. 
Stunned and deafened by the bombardment, the defenders waited, until, about 5 p.m., the whistles 
of the German leaders sounded all along the line, and a dense wave of bayunets poured forward 
over the crest of the ridge. Then, at last, the survivors of Colonel Grogan’s men broke and streamed 
back as best they could down the slopes, through Treslon village and up the wooded height beyond. 
Colonel Grogan and Colonel Davidge went with them, rallying the rearmost and organising small 
parties of brave men to cover the retreat by fire. 

On the Bouleuse Ridge south of Treslon the retreating troops found the 2nd Wiltshire 
entrenching, and there the retreat was stayed. A defensive line was established by men of all units 
mixed up with the Wiltshire and the French ; but the enemy came on relentlessly, pressing their 
advantage, advanced through Treslon village and brought their mortars forward to bombard the 
half-dug trenches. 

Colonel Grogan, realising that the situation was desperate, rode right along the firing-line, 
tallying and heartening his men. “‘ It’s all right, boys,’”’ he shouted, ‘‘ You can stop them if you want 
to! The Boche are no —— gocd!” and, as if to prove his words, he deliberately rode his horse 
along the front of the reforming line, between his men and the advancing enemy. Shells, bombs 
and bullets struck all round him, and presently his horse was shot ; but he mounted another horse 
and continued to ride along the firing-line, cheering and encouraging his soldiers, miraculously 
escaping death at every instant, and inspiring all who saw him, both French and British. 

The Colonel’s reckless bravery saved the day. There was no further retreat. The shaken 
troops who had just fallen back in disorder from the “ Grande Marliére’’ recovered their 
nerve and held their ground as stubbornly as the fresh lads of the 2nd Wiltshire ; and during the 
remaining hours of daylight the position on the Bouleuse Ridge was maintained against all attacks. 
Twice the enemy charged and nearly broke the defending line, but each time they were driven back. 
At last darkness closed down and the firing died away. 


That last defence was a wonderful achievement by the survivors of the Sth Division. Their 
obstinate fight, and their splendid recovery after the collapse on the ‘‘ Grande Marliére ’’ had been 
due almost entirely to the inspiring bravery of their commander ; and Colonel Grogan received a well- 
deserved reward in the highest decoration possible for a British soldier, the Victoria Cross. 


The arrival of the 19th Division and of French reinforcements had at last made it possible 
to withdraw the remnants of the four British Divisions which had met the first attack. Orders 
came after ‘dark, two fresh battalions of the 19th Division (c) joined the 2nd Wiltshire on the Bouleuse 
Ridge, and the poor remnants of Colonel Grogan’s command were withdrawn from the firing line. 
During that night and the next two days the survivors of the 8th Division were collected and 
reassembled in reserve behind the front. Eventually, by the evening of June 30th, Colonel Davidge 
was able to collect some 50 N.C.O’s. and men of the Ist Worcestershire. With that little party 
he was ordered to hold a reserve position on the sunken road west of Bligny. While supervising 
the work of entrenchment, Colonel Davidge was wounded by a chance shell (a). 


(a) Of the 58th Brigade. The Wiltshire got their orders at 2 p.m. 

(6) Of the French 1d4th Division. (c) 1/4th K.S.L.I. and 8th N. Staffords, 

(a) For his brilliant work in this battle, as well as at Villers Bretonneux (see page 307) Colonel Davidge was awarded 
a bar to his D.S.O. 
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During that day of battle the survivors of the 3rd Worcestershire under Major Traill had been 
marching and counter-marching behind the front. They had reached Lagery, it will be remembered 
on May 28th. There they had found the Battalion transport and had been joined by a small 
reinforcement (a) ; but no definite orders had been received, nor was the general situation clearly 
known. Rumours of every description were running round as the panic-stricken villagers came 
flocking past, and at 9 p.m. came word that the advancing enemy were already in Crugny, four 
miles away. It was decided to retreat, and the 3rd Worcestershire marched to Aougny, where the 
night was spent. 

Dawn of May 29th brought little comfort. The enemy, rumour ran, were close behind. {n 
the belief that the 74th Brigade was at Passy, the 3rd Worcestershire marched to that village. On 
arriving there at 4.0 p.m. they were met by news that the Brigade was at Romigny ; so the 3rd 
Worcestershire turned back and marched to Romigny. There the Headquarters of the 74th Brigade 
were found at last. 

There was no rest for the Battalion. The 19th Division had arrived, as we have told, and had 
taken up a position in front from Tramery to Lhery. The left flank of that position was exposed 
and the 74th Brigade was under orders to move forward to its support. The Brigade marched 
forward to Lhery. At 8.0 p.m. the 3rd Worcestershire took up a position south of that village 
and commenced to entrench. Touch was gained with the left flank battalion of the 19th Division, 
holding Lhery village itself, who proved to be none other than the 10th Worcestershire. 


The 10th Worcestershire, as we have already narrated, had reached their position at Lhery 
by midday on May 29th and spent the afternoon in entrenching. Away to their right, continuous 
heavy firing told of the desperate fighting of Colonel Grogan’s force around Treslon ; but the inter- 
vening ridge hid that struggle from view and on the front of the 10th Worcestershire the afternoon 
passed quietly enough. ‘The leading scouts of the advancing enemy were seen about 4.30 p.m. 
and shots were exchanged ; but the enemy did not come on in force, and the work of entrenchment 
was completed. 

To the front the pusition was fair enough, but on the left flank no touch could be obtained 
with the French, who that morning had been driven back from Brouillet. To support the open 
left flank of the 19th Division the 10th Royal Warwickshire entrenched a position on the high 
ground south of Lhery. After dark there came up additional reinforcements, the weak 
74th Brigade, including, as we have explained, the 3rd Worcestershire. The 74th Brigade entrenched 
a position in echelon behind that of the 57th Brigade, the 3rd Worcestershire being just south of 
Lhery, with the 9th Loyals on their left flank. 


The night (May 29th/30th) passed quietly enough ; but at the first light of dawn shells burst 
over Lhery and the enemy attacked in force. Covered by a heavy gun-fire, eight dense ‘‘ waves” 
of gran infantry (6) advanced on a wide front from the Bois le Moine against the British positions 
at Lhery. 

In face of that attack the left flank battalion of the 74th Brigade fell back from the high 
ground about the Bois des Limons to the valley behind ; but the 3rd Worcestershire on the nght 
flank of the Brigade held their ground, in support to the 10th Worcestershire in Lhery village. The 
right flank of the enemy passed unopposed into the Bois des Limons, and swung left-handed from 
that wood against the flank of the position at Lhery, while the German left flank pushed forward 
past Lagery to attack the 10th Worcestershire from the front. 

Attacked at once in front and flank, the two Worcestershire battalions fiercely held their ground. 
Wave after wave of the encmy struck the salient formed by the left flank trenches of the 10th Wor- 
cestershire. The enemy were shot down in swathes, but their numbers enabled them to close with 
the bayonet. Twice their attacks were repulsed, but when the second German wave had been 
beaten back the left flank company of the 10th Worcestershire had lost all its officers and two-thirds 
of its total strength. The forward positions could be held no longer, and Colonel Sole ordered the 
company to fall back behind the village into line with the reserve company of the Battalion. 

That retirement was a desperate business, for the company was almost surrounded ; but 
Coy.-Sergeant-Major S. Phillips with a handful of men took up a position to cover the withdrawal 
and held back the enemy by fire while the survivors of the company made their way back through 
the burning village to the fields behind. Then he withdrew and again took over command of the 
company (c). 


(a) One officer and 32 other ranks. The total battalion could now muster about 150 all told, including transport. 
(6) The attacking Germans were a fresh Division, the 1U3rd Division, brought up from reserve. 
(¢) C.S.M. Phillips was awarded a bar to his D.C.M. 
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Attack followed attack ; but the smoke of the burning village aided the defence, and for 
atime the 3rd and 10th Worcestershire put up a desperate resistance, holding up the enemy for 
another half-hour. By that time fresh forces of the enemy had pushed past the left flank of the 
defence and had seized Aougny. 

For atime the German advance past Aougny was checked by the 9th Loyals and reinforcements 
from the 19th Division (a). The position of those troops at Romigny faced due west, and the 10th and 
3rd Worcestershire, now intermingled, gradually wheeled back into line between the 9th Loyals 
and the luth Royal Warwickshire. The bare ndge along which their line now ran is conspicuous 
from every side. The German guns fiercely bombarded the new British position, renewed attacks 
of the German infantry broke the line both to right and left, and it became clear that the Worcester- 
shire battalions must retire. Fortunately brave men were not wanting to cover the retreat. In 
the centre of the line Captain C. F. Kimber, the only surviving company commander of the 10th 
Worcestershire, organised a small party which held its ground under heavy fire until a new line 
had been established 800 yards in rear (6). On the left the withdrawal was even more difficult. 
There the defensive line had been literally shattered by the German heavy howitzers. Out of one 
Lewis-gun section only one man remained alive, Lance-Corporal W. Homer. He himself had been 
blown up three times, but he remained doggedly at his post, firing his Lewis-gun and holding 
back the enemy while his company withdrew (¢). 

Covered by such brave men, the intermingled battalions took up a defensive line on the 
reverse slope of the ndge from the southern outskirts of Romigny, past Ville-en-Tardenois and 
Sarcy, to the valley of the Ardre. Further to the right the troops holding the Bouleuse ridge had 
fallen back to the high ground south of the river. 

When that new line had been established the 10th Worcestershire were drawn back into 
reserve and were placed under cover in the valley between Ville-en-Tardenvis and Chambrecy. 
The little remnant of the 3rd Worcestershire came back to a similar position nearby. 

The whole front held by the British troops was put under the command of the 19th Division, 
the other Divisional Headquarters being withdrawn. French troops (d) had by then established 
positions on right and left. 


Next day (May 3Ist) the enemy’s attack was renewed. After a hard fight the front line 
was broken and the enemy entered Ville-en-Tardenois. Beyond that village the German advance 
was held up by the muskctry of the 10th and 3rd Worcestershire, and the day closed with the two 
Battalions side by side on the south-western outskirts of the little town, which by then was a mass 
of smouldering ruins. 

That night the line was reorganised, and by dawn of June Ist the disposition was as follows ; 
next to the French 40th Division on the left near Ville-en-Tardenois were the 10th Royal Warwick- 
shire, then stood, in succession to the right, the luth Worcestershire, the 8th Gloucestershire, the 
3rd Worcestershire, now again reduced to a mere handful of men, and further to the right, across the 
little river Parisis, the 2nd Wiltshire. A French battalion, of the 22nd Regiment, was in support. 


During the morning of June Ist the enemy kept up a heavy fire, while German troops and 
guns moved forward into position round the evacuated ground at Ville-en-Tardenois. By 4.0 p.m. 
the enemy’s preparations were completed and a heavy attack was launched. The main force of the 
attack struck the 2nd Wiltshire and 8th Gloucestershire. The inner flanks of the Wiltshire and 
the Gloucestershire were driven back, and the little party of the 3rd Worcestershire between those 
two battalions was isolated and surrounded; but they put up a splendid defence. The 10th 
Worcestershire further to the left also held firm, and the two front-line companies of the Battalion 
by their rapid and accurate fire held up the enemy. A gallant counter-attack by the French battalion 
Testored the situation. After the repulse of the enemy the French battalion relieved the 8th 
Gloucestershire and took over their trenches, between the 10th Worcestershire on the left and the 
remnants of the 3rd Worcestershire on the right. 

But though the front of the 57th Brigade had been saved, the French 40th Division on the 
left had been hopelessly broken ; the enemy were past the right rear of the British and had entered 
the Bois de Bonval. To meet that danger, the line was drawn back after dark and was readjusted 
to hold from Boujacourt to Chantereine Farm. Thence the line ran northwards up the eastern 
bank of the River Parisis to the Montagne de Bligny and then eastward to Bligny village. 


(a) ThePivisional{R.E. and Pioneers. 

(b) Capt. Kimber was awarded the M.C. 

(c) Lance-Corporal Homer was awarded the D.C.M. 

(2) Two fresh French Divisions, the 28th and the 40th. 
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That was to prove the final stage of the long battle. For three days after that readjustment 
of the line there was some bickering fighting up and down the valley of the Parisis, but there was 
no attack of any importance. The troups were able to snatch some rest, and the positions of units 
were altered several times. The details of the Ist Worcestershire were reorganiscd as part of a 
composite battalion formed from the remnants of the 8th Division and were brought up to the left 
of the new line, while the survivors of the 3rd Worcestershire (a), now forming part of a 25th Division 
composite battalion commanded by Major Traill, were shifted some distance to the right of the 
trenches held by the 10th Worcestershire. 

On June 4th the staff of the 7th Brigade relieved the staff of the 74th Brigade, allowing the 
Brigadier and his assistants to rest for the first time for a week. The new “ 7th Brigade ”’ was now 
the left of the 19th Division’s line and included four composite battalions, two from the 8th Division, 
including officers and men of the Ist Worcestershire, and two from the 25th Division, including 
similar details of the 3rd Worcestershire. That composite ‘7th Brigade ’”’ held the line from 
Boujacourt to Chantercine Farm. The 57th Brigade was on their right, holding from Chantereine 
Farm to the Bligny-Chambrecy Road, the 10th Worcestershire being in the centre of the Brigade 
line. The Montagne de Bligny was held by the 56th Brigade. 


Two days later came the last attack. Opposite the new line the enemy had been bringing 
up troops and guns. At 3.0 a.m. on June 6th the German guns opened an intense fire, and an hour 
later the German infantry advanced to the assault. 

The attack was easily repulsed. Two strong waves of the enemy surged forward across the 
Parisis stream against the position of the 57th Brigade ; but the 10th Worcestershire and 8th Glouces- 
tershire held their fire till the enemy was close at hand and then mowed them down with rifles 
and machine-guns. The remnants of the enemy scattered and lay hid throughout the rest of the 
day in the long grass of the river valley. On the right flank the 56th Brigade similarly beat off 
the enemy. 

Then came a pause ; but the enemy were not yet beaten. At 11.0 a.m. a fresh attack was 
launched against the Montagne de Bligny. That attack broke through the front of the 56th Brigade 
and gained the summit of the hill; but a gallant counter-attack by the 1/4th King’s Shropshire 
Light Infantry (b) retook the lost ground. 

On the left flank the details of the Ist and 3rd Worcestershire had not been closely engaged, 
but had assisted in the repulse of the enemy by long range fire. 

Thereafter the battle died down. The attacking German Divisions had been fought toa 
standstill, and no fresh troops were at hand to renew the fight. The remnants of the British 
troops were in no condition to strike back. So that evening and for several days afterwards the 
opposing forces lay inactive, facing cach other across the cpen valley of the Parisis (c). 


For the time being the German offensive had spent its force. The great attack had come 
near to a decisive victory ; but supply difficulties were slowing down the German advance and the 
resistance of the Allied Armies had not been broken. Away to the right of the British troops, the 
martyred city of Reims was still held firm by the tenacity of a French general who twice ignored the 
orders sent to him to evacuate the historic ruins. Away to their left the impetus of the main thrust 
of the attack had carried the invaders to the banks of the River Marne; but for the second time 
the German onslaught was being stayed in that wooded valley by fresh opponents. Young American 
troops were fighting well at Chateau Thierry ; and the efforts of the German armies were turning 
towards enlarging the western flank of their new salient by a fresh great attack around Noyon. 
Men and guns were shifted westwards for that new onslaught ; which was launched on the 9th of June; 
and in the valley of the Parisis the war died down to intermittent sniping and occasional activity 
of reconnoitring patrols. 


2 


Presently came word that the British troops would be relieved and withdrawn. The Divisions 
which had borne the brunt of that long struggle were to be reformed and reconditioned elsewhere. 
On June 11th the details of the Ist Worcestershire were relieved from the front line : next day they 
rejoined the Battalion transport at Petit Broussy. On June 13th the reunited Battalion, rather 
more than a hundred of all ranks, entrained at Sezanne to return to the British front. 


(a) Besides Major Traill himself, there were four surviving officers of the 3rd Worcestershire at the end of the battle: 
2/Lt. KE. L. Armstrong. 2/Lt. H. P. Tarrant, 2/Lt. E. Chapman, 2/Lt. R. A. R. Gauntlett. 

(b) Commanded by It. Colonel W. A. Bowen of the Worcestershire, who there gained a bar to his D.S.O, 

(<) For his fine leadership during the battle, Lt. Colonel D. M. A. Sole, commanding the 10th Battalion, w3S 
subsequently awarded a bar to his D.S.O. 


382 


June 1918, THE END OF THE oth BATTALION. 


The 3rd and the 10th Worcestershire remained in the line under the orders of the 19th 
Division, for another week. Then on June 19th Italian troops, the Italian 8th Division, came up and 
took over the trenches along the river Parisis. The details of the 3rd Worcestershire marched back 
to Marigny and there met the Battalion transport, together with a strong draft under Lt. Colonel 
P. R. Whalley, who once more took over command of the Battalion. 

The survivors of the 10th Worcestershire moved back to the transport lines at Hautvillers. 
There came sad news. In view of the losses suffered and the impossibility of finding adequate 
reinforcements, the 25th Division was to be broken up. The 3rd Worcestershire would be trans- 
ferred from the 25th Division to the 19th Division and would absorb the 10th Worcestershire. 

After the necessary arrangements, the amalgamation took place on June 22nd. The 3rd 
Worcestershire Icft the 25th Division, and marched from Marigny to Broussy-le-Petit. The 
amalgamation was easily effected, and the 10th Worcestershire were absorbed into the 3rd Wor- 
cestershire under Colonel Whalley’s command. 


Thus ended the career of the 10th Battalion of the Regiment—a short career indeed but 
marked by battles as stern as any in the war. From the first desperate attack of the Battalion 
at La Boisselle to the last equally heroic fight around Ville-en-Tardenois the record of the 10th 
Worcestershire is one of continuous hard fighting. Eight hundred soldiers had given their lives 
in the ranks of the Battalion: one Victoria Cross and a dozen Military Crosses had been nobly won. 
The King’s Colour of the Battalion now within Worcester Cathedral and the Silver Bugles now with 
the Regular Battalions of the Regiment are worthy of all reverence for the memory they carry of 
one of the bravest units which the County sent to the War. 


The withdrawal of the British troops from the Champagne battle-front marks the last which 
any Battalion of the Regiment was to see of the German offensives. The strength of the enemy 
was not yet spent and in the middle of July a last onslaught was begun. The enemy attacked east 
and west of Reims ; but east of that city the attack was stopped dead by General Gourand’s skilful 
defence, and in the valley of the Marne the advance was checked, held, and then forced back by 
Foch’s great counter-stroke from the western flank. 

No Worcestershire battalion was engaged during July, for all the six surviving fighting 
Battalions of the Regiment in France were busy reorganiisng and refitting after their fiery trial. 
The losses of the three Battalions which had been engaged on the Aisne had been very heavy. The 
Ist Battalion had lost over six hundred of all ranks, the 3rd Battalion over three hundred, the 10th 
Battalion nearly as many: the three Battalions together were reported to have lost 1,207 cf all 
ranks, including 48 officers (a). 


But their achievement had not been unworthy of that sacrifice. The three Worcestershire 
battalions had fought splendidly in the long battle, and their deeds rank high among those of the 
young English soldiers (6) who barred the enemy's path to victory. ‘The fight of the Ist Battalion 
in their trenches north of the Aisne, of the 3rd Battalion at Concevreux, of the 10th Battalion around 
burning Lhery, and the heroic stand of Colonel Grogan’s exhausted men on the Bouleuse ridge, had 
contributed in no small measure to the success of the Allied defence : for, from the wide stratcgical 
Point of view, the defence had been successful. In spite of the overwhelming surprise of the German 
attack, in spite of the loss of all the entrenched positions and of most of the defending artillery 
within the first few hours of the battle, in spite of the enemy’s great superiority in numbers and the 


(a) 1st Battalion. Killed 4 officers (Major J. B. F. Cartland, Capt. F.C. Worster, Lieut. M. R. G. Gardner 2/Lt. L. 
Page) ; wounded 11 officers (Lt. J. S. Milner—other names unknown—apparently all attached from other unit 
missing 15 officers (wounded and captured: Capt. R. B. Berry, Capt. Rk. C. M , Lieut. A. P, Ec . 
Lieut. W. Kelly, Lieut. F. C. Perrett. Captured: Lt. F. Rodman, Lt. . Findlay 
R.A.M.C. (att.) and others attached. 

8rd Battalion. Killed Capt. T. P. Muspratt, M.C., and 10 other ranks ; wounded 4 officers (Capt. T. Grant, M.C., 
(mortally), Capt. E. Lattey M.C., 2/Lt. E. W. Pickles, Lieut. J. T. Milner) and 60 other r: missing 5 
officers (Capt. A. Humphries, M.C., 2/l.t. R. A. Goolden, Lieut. W. B. J. Will, 2/Lt. E. V. Matthews, 
2/Lt. V. B. Wastley) and 244 other ranks. 

10th Battalion. Details of casualties not obtainable. 

Totals—Ist Battalion 29 officers and 589. 3rd Battalion 9 officers and 314. 10th Battalion 10 officers and 256, 

It must be remembered that the larger proportion of the soldiers of all the battalions in this battle were young 
boys under 20 years of age, just sent out from England to replace the casualties in March and April. It is 
also worthy of note that in that last great defensive battle, as at Albuhera, the British forces consisted entirely 
of English troops—no single Scottish or Irish battalion was engaged. 
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vigour of the German advance, the slender Allied forces had opposed that advance with astonishing 
courage, had checked it repeatedly, and had finally fought it to a standstill before any decisive result 
had been obtained. Once again, as in Picardy and in Flanders, the calculations of the enemy's 
Higher Command had been baffled by the dogged resistance of the soldiers of France and England. 
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Chapter XVII. 
SPRING AND SUMMER IN ITALY, 1918. 


HILE in France the great German offensives had been met and fought to a standstill, in 

NX } Italv an Austrian offensive had likewise been beaten back. Once again it fell to Worces- 
tershire lads to play a decisive part in the repulse of the enemy ; and in the defeat of that 

last Austrian offensive much honour was gained by the Territorial Battalions of the Regiment. 


The Territorial Battalions had moved from France to Italy in the winter months of 1917, 
In the summer of that year all had gone well with the Italian Armies. After two years of warfare 
they had won their way forward step by step across the Isonzo into Austrian territory. The 
Austrian armies were weary of the war, and the Italian advance threatened the Austrian naval 
bases on the Adriatic. 

Moved by that threat,the German Higher Command sent German troops to assist the Austrians. 
At the end of October 1917 the two Allies launched a combined offensive against the Italians. The 
Italian front was broken and turned, and the Italian armies were driven back in disorder, with great 
loss of pnsoners and guns. On the left flank the Italians were able to hold their ground in the 
mountains of the Adamello, but in the centre they were driven back from the Val Sugana and were 
only able to maintain a precarious hold on the southern edge of the Asiago plateau. The right 
flank of the Italian Armies was the scene of the worst disaster. There the Italians were driven back 
from the Isunzo to the very gates of Venice. It seemed as if that famous city was doomed ; but 
on the line of the River Piave the Italian armies were rallied, the Austrian pursuit was checked 
and a defensive line was established. 

Nevertheless the positiun was one of the greatest danger. If the line along the Piave should 
give way before a fresh attack, Venice would fall and the wide plains of Italy would lie open to 
invasion. The Italian armies were badly shaken. It was decided to send French and British troops 
to their support. 


The British contingent consisted of five Divisions selected from the British Armies in France 
and grouped under the command of General Sir Herbert Plumer. The Divisions selected were 
the 5th, 7th, 23rd, 4lst and 48th Divisions, the latter of which included the Worcestershire Territorial 
battalions. We have already told how the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire received orders for the 
move in November 1917, and we have described their entrainment (a). 


The train journey was long and slow. Halts were uncertain, and meals in consequence 
were difficult to arrange. The troops were crowded in carriages and cattle-trucks (b). But the dis- 
comfort was amply repaid by the wonderful scenery of southern France. ‘‘ The men were enraptured 
“with the scenery. They had thought that all France was a bleak, rainy expanse of dreary downs...... 
“The vast and glorious city of Lyons and the monstrous impact of the blue Rhone against 
“the bridge were a revelation ; few had ever seen a large river or a large French town. So down 
“ the long lovely valley beneath the Cévennes and over the Isére, till at evening time we saw the 
“high snows of Dauphiny, our first sight of great mountains. Next dawn we were at Arles and 
“ saw Mont Majeur, and so over the stony flats to the bright blue bays of the sunny sea. We seemed 
“to be in a new continent—houses of a new type, olive and orange trees, cypresses and aloes, a 
“ bright sun, a buoyant sparkling air, white hard roads (‘‘ fancy a dry road, Alf’’) and now.......... 
“through a mountain forest and a long tunnel to the loveliest scene of all—steep woods, white 
“* villages, a bay of the sea, a glorious cape, and the wide Mediterranean lit by a purple sunset ” (c). 


(a) The two Worcestershire Battalions travelled in several trains. The 1/8th Battalion (less “ B’’ Company) moved 
first, leaving Iinques Station in two trains on the evening of November 22nd. ‘‘ D"’ Company of the 1/7th 
Battalion went with them in the first train. The remainder of the 1/7th Worcestershire did not leave until 
the morning of November 24th. Then ‘A’ and ‘ C '’ Companies entrained at 6a.m. ‘‘ B’’ Company of 
the 1/7th Worcestershire fullowed three hours later. ‘ B’’ Company of the 1/8th Worcestershire moved 
by a separate train (see below). 

(6) 28 men to a cattle truck in most cases. (c) “* War Story of the 1/8th Battalion.” 


385, 


ITALY. 


Now.—Dec. 1917. 


The first train of the 1/8th Worcestershire, after running pleasantly along the coast of the 
Riviera, stopped on November 26th at San Pierre d’Arena near Genoa. There the troops were 
officially welcomed to Italy by a military deputation and a vociferous populace. Thence their 
route lay inland, through the passes of the Appenines in frost and mist, and out on to the great 


plain of Northern Italy. 


The train ran on through Parma, Reggio and Modena to Bologna, where 


the troops made merry with the ulace on the platform. The following night took them north- 
pop’ 5 


wards, through Ferrara to the little station of Bovalone. 
marched to billets in Isola Rizza. 


to Santa Lucia. 


Next day the half-battalion of the 1/8th 


There the companies detrained and 
orcestershire marched 


The second train of the 1/8th Worcestershire entered Italy by way of the Mont Cenis tunnel 


and ran on past Turin, Pavia, Cremona and Mantua to the railway station of Legnago. 


There 


the troops detrained on November 28th and marched to billets at Minerbe. On the following day 
they marched to Santa Lucia and there rejomed the remainder of the Battalion. 
“A” and “C”’ Companies of the 1/7th Worcestershire followed in the wake of the sister 


battalion along the Riviera (a). 


At Ventimiglia a halt of three hours was made. 


‘The troops 


detrained and stretched their legs by a short route march through the town, amid cheers and a 


shower of flowers. 


After passing by Genoa, Bologna and Padua, the two companies finally detrained 


on November 29th at Pojana, and marched, as darkness fell, westwards to Longare on the banks 


of the River Bacchiglione. 
in their wake. 


There next day they were joined by “‘.B "’ Company which had followed 


In that neighbourhood the 1/7th Worcestershire (6) remained for about a week (c). “ D” 
Company rejoined on December 4th having marched up by easy stages from its area of detrainment. 

Further back the 1/8th Worcestershire lay at Santa Lucia till December Ist and were there 
rejoined on November 30th by ‘‘ B” Company (d) of the Battalion. 

By the first week in December all units had arrived and the 48th Division was complete in 
the area south of the River Bacchiglione, ready for its share of the operations in Northern Italy. 


Northern Italy was one of the few great battle-fields of the world in which British troops 


hitherto had never fought. 


“‘ Quae caret ora cruore nostro ’’—‘‘ what shore lacks our blood ’—is the quotation which 
Sir John Fortescue has aptly chosen for the title page of his great History of our Army ; andit is 
true that during the Napoleonic Wars some British troops had taken part in operations along the coast 
by Genoa; but never till then had the great inland plains of Northern Italy seen a British Army. 
The wide and fertile lands which lie between the Appenines and the Alps had been fought over 


again and again since the beginning of recorded time. 


They had heard the clash of the Roman 


Legions against Gaul, Goth and Carthaginian; they had witnessed the internecine wars of the 
Italian cities in the Middle Ages; they had seen the trained Swiss and Spanish Infantry defeat 
the feudal chivalry of Burgundy and Savoy ; they had been the stage on which the French A.mies 
of the Bourbons, of the Revolution, and of the Second Empire had battled against the white-coated 
regiments of Austria; but those famous battlegrounds had never seen the march of British troops 
until the sixty battalions under General Plumer’s command mustered in the area between Padua 


and Verona. 
* * * * * + - * * * 


* * 


The concentration of General Plumer’s force was not complete until the middle of December. 


By that time the fighting had died down. 
and had established a defensive front. 


The Italian Armies had stopped the onrush of the enemy 
Their line ran along the western bank of the broad River 


Piave across the plain of Venetia to the high ground of the Montello at the foot of the mountains. 
Thence the new line ran due west among the mountain heights, over the summit of Monte Grappa, 
across the Asiago Plateau, to the line of the old fronticr near the Garda Lake. : 


(a) “ The troops were in excellent form and insisted on singing “‘ Oh, Oh, Antonio,” most of the time after we had 


crossed the frontier "’ (diary of an officer of the 1/7th Battalion). 
1/8th Battalion. 


(6) Billets. 1/7th Battalion. 


Nov. 29—Dec. 1. _ Longare. Dec. 
Dec. 1—2 Custozza. Dec. 
Dec. 2—5 Vanci Muiglio. Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


1 Zimella. 

2 Spessa. 

3 Kanto and Castegnero. 

4 Capitella and Santa Maria. 
5 Grossa and neighbourhood. 


(c) During that week the C.O. and Adjt. of the 1/7th Worcestershire (Lt.-Col. F. M. Tomkinson and Capt. R. W. 
Nield) went down with sickness and were invalided. Command was taken over by Major H. W. Adshead, 


with Capt. F. E. Gadsby as Acting-Adjt. 
(4) “B” Coy. 
Rovochiara for the night of 29th,30th. 
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1/8th Worcestershire came by way of the Mont Cenis Tunnel, detrained at Corea and marched to 
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Jen—Merch 1918, BEHIND THE MONTELLO. 


For several weeks the 48th Division did little in the way of actual fighting. They trained 
vigorously and route-marched in many directions through the pleasant Italian countryside. The 
troops experimented with novel food, and added a smattering of colloquial Italian to their smattering 
of colloquial French. They dubbed the Italians ‘‘ Spangoes ” from the local word for cigarette (a): 

By the end of December they had settled in to their new surroundings (b) and had organised 
a fairly comfortable Christmas ; which was somewhat spoilt by a sudden move to fresh quarters 
two days beforehand. 

On January 2nd the 144th Brigade was formally inspected by the French Army Commander, 
General Maistre, and both the Worcestershire battalions were complimented on their smartness 
and fine appearance. 


In January came orders for the British troops to take over the Montello Sector. 

The 48th Division was not the first British Division to go into the front line. The high 
ground of the Montello was taken over by two other Divisions, to which the 48th Division at first 
acted as Reserve. The Territorial Division moved eastward by somewhat circuitous routes (c) 
and concentrated at the end of January in the area just east of Treviso. 

December and January had been really cold at times with frost and snow. In February 
the weather began to improve and soon was really hot. In front of the 48th Division other British 
troops were holding the Montello Sector and there was much minor fighting ; but for the time the 
Territorial Division was held back in reserve, and there was little of note save strenuous training, 
any amount of football, and frequent nightly alarms from the hostile aircraft. Bombing raids 
were continual, and Treviso itself was reduced to a state of ruins ; but the allied defence was efficient 
and many of the raiders were brought down (d). 


During February it had been intimated that eventually the British Divisions would take 
over part of the defensive line in the mountains, and the British Staff had organised a Training Area 
among the Eugenean Hills south-west of Padua, for preliminary instruction in mountain warfare. 
Two battalions at a time were sent to that Area, and on February 12th the 1/6th Gloucestershire 
and 1/7th Worcestershire, together with Brigade Headquarters, moved back for training (e). With 


them there went one company from each of the other two battalions of the 144th Brigade, the 1/4th. 


Gloucestershire and 1/8th Worcestershire. The remainder of those two latter Battalions were 
left in the forward area to supply working parties (f). 

At the end of February orders were received for the 48th Division to take over the Montello 
sector of the front. In the last days of the month the other two Brigades of the Division took over 
the front line. The labour and training activities of the 144th Brigade were terminated, and the 
Brigade was reassembled (g), in the early days of March, in‘ Divisional reserve behind the Montello. 

That great hill, which the Worcestershire troops at once compared to Bredon, was the scene 
of considerable activity. Shells could be seen bursting along its summit, and word came of several 
taids and minor enterprises. The 145th Brigade were in the line when the 144th Brigade 
assembled behind the hill. The Brigade were making ready to take their place when once again 
came a change of plan. It was decided that Italian troops should again take over the Montello, and 


(a) ** Spagnoletti '—" Little Spaniards.” (War Story of the 1/8th Batt.). 
(6) Quarters of the two Battalions in that period were as follows :— 
1/7th Worc. Isola di Carturo, Dec. 5th—Dec. 23rd ; then Lupia. 
1/8th Worc, Grossa, Dec. 5th—Dec. 23rd ; then Bressanvido. 
(c) March of 144th Brigade from Sandrigo Area to Sovernigo Area. 


1/7th Worc. 1/8th Worc. 
i Jan, 22 Lupia to Villa del Conte. .- Bressanvido to Paviola. 
» 23° to Albaredo. to Resana. 
» 24 Both battalions stood fast. 
» 25 to Settimo le Ongarie. to San Ambroello. 
26 = to Castagnole. to Villa di Villa. 


(a) A notable exploit took place on Christmas Day. In revenge, it was stated, for the bombing of a German leave 
train, thirty-two German aeroplanes came over to bomb Venice. After an aerial battle, twenty-six of them 
were prought down (‘‘ most of their pilots having been celebrating Christmas too well.’’) 

(e) The 1/7th Worcestershire detrained on February 13th, at Battaglia, marched up into the hills and billetted at 
Torreglia, whence training was carried out. 

(f) Feb. 13. Bn. marched from Villa di Villa to Brusaporco (by way of Quinto, Settimo, Badoere, Levada, 

Torreselle). 
» 18. Bn. marched from Brusaporco to Trebaseleghe (by way of Piombino and Spellateria). 
» 26. Bn. marched from Trebaseleghe to Ospedaletta (by way of San Ambroglio and Baddere). 
28. Bn. marched from Ospedaletta to Castagnole (by way of Istrane and Paese). 

(g) 1/7th Worcestershire moved up from training area by rail on March 3rd from Battaglia to Castagnole ; thence 
marched next day to Volpago. 1/8th Worcestershire H.Q. marched on March 2nd from Castagnole to Cusig- 
nana, The companies had been detached on working parties and rejoined during the next two days. 
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SPRING IN ITALY. March—Aprit 1918, 


that the British should go further north to the Asiago Plateau. So the 144th Brigade never went 
into the front line on the Montello (a). Instead the Brigade moved back on March 13th and marched 
by easy stages (b) westwards to billets in reserve by the banks of the River Brenta. There, around 
Campo San Martino, the 144th Brigade remained training busily until the beginning of April. 


By that time the Italian front had ceased to be the principal point of danger for the Allies. 
In France and Flanders the great German offensives were breaking the British front and every 
available man and gun was needed to meet them. So two (c) of the five British Divisions in Italy 
were withdrawn to France, together with General Plumer and his staff. The British forces in Italy 
were reduced to three Divisions, the 7th, 23rd, and 48th, Divisions, which together formed the 
XIVth Corps under the orders of General Lord Cavan. 

Lord Cavan’s force was now entrusted with the defence of the line on the Asiago Plateau. 
Of all the Italian front that line was perhaps the sector in which a defeat would have been most 
serious. The previous retirement had ended on the southern edge of the Plateau, where the Italians 
had just succeeded in retaining their hold. If that southern edge of the plateau were lost, all the 
positions of the Italian armies to the right would be under direct observation of the enemy, and 
they would become untenable. 


The line on the Asiago Plateau was taken over in the first instance by the 7th and 23rd 
Divisions. The 48th Division moved westwards in the first days of April to the reserve area of the 
new Sector, around Arzignano, east of Vicenza. 

The 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire marched with their Brigade through the city of Vicenza 
on April 3rd and had a great reception. “ It was the first time that we had ever marched through 
a big town,” wrote one of the marching troops, “‘ and the ovation was worthy of the city and us. 
Flowers rained down on us; beautiful ladies in balconies threw down roses as fair as themselves ; 
which were invariably caught by the plainest men........’ (d). The Battalions marched on to the 
erect he of Arzignano, where both the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire lay during the next 

fortnight (e). 
On April 19th the 144th Brigade was formally inspected by H.R.H. The Duke of Connaught, 
who warmly complimented the Brigade Staff on the appearance of the troops. 


Then, at last, the Brigade moved up to the line. In the third week of April the 48th 
Division marched forward to relieve the 23rd Division on the Asiago Plateau. The two Worcestershire 
battalions left their pleasant billets at Arzignano on April 17th and tramped northward by way 
of Cornedo and Sarcedo (f), to the lower slopes of the mountains. Then on April 21st, in sleet and 
bitter cold, the 1/7th and 1/8th Worcestershire with their Gloucestershire comrades made their way 
4,000 feet up the mountain slopes to Granezza. 

By the time that the weary troops reached the summit the blizzard had passed and the full 
moon was shining brilliantly, flooding with white light the hill tops and the snow-covered fir-trees. 
It was a land unlike any which the Territorial Battalions had seen before. The companies were 
led forward into trenches, good trenches cut or blasted out of the solid rock. 


The position on the Asiago Plateau was strange to troops accustomed to the close warfare of 
France and Flanders. The opposing trenches were separated by an expanse of open or wooded 


(a) On March 4th Lt.-Col. F. M. Tomkinson returned to the 1/7th Battalion and again took over command from 
Major Adshead (sce page 386): on March 27th Capt. R. W. Nield again took over the Adjutancy from Capt. 


Gadsby. 
(6) 1/7th Worcestershire. 1/8th Worcestershire. 
March 13—Volpago to Pessan. Cusignana to Villa di Villa. 
»  14—to San Ambroglio. to Scandolara. 
»  15—to Palazzo Bressanin. to St. Leonardo. 
» 16—to Arsego. to Arsego. 
»  17—Both Battalions stood fast. 
» 18—to Campo San Martino. to Pievo. 
(c) 5th and 4lIst. (d) “ War Story of the 1/8th Battalion.” 


(ce) During which time the 1/7th Worcestershire won the final of the Divisional football (Fanshawe Cup), defeating 
the 1/5th Royal Warwickshire (see photograph). 


(/) 1/7th Battalion. 1/8th Battalion. 
April 17—Arzignano to Cornedo. Arzignano to Cornedo. 
»  18—Cornedo to Sarcedo. Cornedo to Sta. Maria. 
» 19% Both Battalions stood fast. 
» 20—Sarcedo to Mare. to Valle di Sopra. 
» 21—Mare to Granezza. to Granezza, 
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April—June 1918, THE ASIAGO PLATEAU. 


ground which in several places was a full mile wide. That broad “‘ No Man’s Land” was varied 
and undulating, affording good cover for scouts and patrols. Great vigilance was necessary, and 
patrolling (a) became an important feature of the routine. 

Another difference from Flanders was the difficulty of supply. Food and ammunition had 
to be brought great distances up the mountain side. The ammunition was mostly fetched up by 
“teleferica.”” The rations had to be handled by successive echelons of transport—by limbered 
wagons up to Granezza and thenceforward by pack mules. 


The first few days in the new position were marked by snow and sleet which caused great 
discomfort ; discomfort which was cheerfully borne by the troops. Then came a cold mist. Not 
till the last day of April did the sun show through. May Day was fine. Thereafter the weather, 
on the whole, was good. 

In those trenches near Mount Kaberlaba the 144th Brigade remained for a fortnight (). 
Beyond constant activity of patcols and many small enterprises there was little activity of importance. 
The troops gradually accustomed themselves to the novel conditions of mountain warfare, while 
the British Staff made preparations for an attack which should drive the enemy back from the 
Plateau, and should thus render the position of the Italian front more secure. 


On May 9th and 10th the 144th Brigade was relieved by the 145th Brigade and moved back 
into reserve, the 1/7th Worcestershire at Granezza and the 1/8th Worcestershire at Valle-di-Sopra. 
The two Battalions remained in reserve, busily labouring on various tasks, till May 16th, when the 
Brigade assisted in the relief of the 7th Division further to the left. The 1/7th Worcestershire took 
over from the 22nd Manchester a reserve position on Mount Magna Boschi, while next day the 1/8th 
Worcestershire relieved the Ist South Staffordshire in support trenches further forward by Mount 
Lemerle. On May 18th the 1/7th Worcestershire moved forward and relieved the 8th Devons in 
the front line trenches near Cesuna. In that new line the 144th Brigade remained until June 3rd (c). 

The new trenches were rougher and less comfortable than those previously held, and much 
of the line ran through dense forest. The enemy’s artillery were more active and casualties were 
more frequent. Several minor raids (d) were carried out, but the enemy’s front line was but thinly 
held and little loss resulted to either side. 

On June 3rd the 145th Brigade took over the line and the 144th Brigade marched back down 
the mountain slopes into reserve ; Brigade Headquarters and two battalions were in the area around 
Camisino in the valley of the River Astico ; the other two battalions were on the southern edge of 
the heights above (e). At Camisino summer clothing—khaki drill and foreign-service helmets—was 
issued, though the weather was still far from warm (f). There also Lt.-Colonel Tomkinson took 
over temporary command of the Brigade. In his stead Major J. P. Bate from the 1/8th Battalion 
took over command of the 1/7th Worcestershire. 

On June 9th the two battalions on the plain, the 1/8th Worcestershire and 1/4th Gloucester- 
shire, changed positions with the other two battalions of the Brigade, so that the 1/7th Worcestershire 
and 1/6th Gloucestershire came down to the valley and received their summer clothing (g). 


Meanwhile the preparations for the projected attack had almost been completed. Plans had 
been prepared, artillery had “‘ registered ”’ and a great ‘‘ dump ”’ of shells was ready at a cross roads 
on the Plateau picturesquely named “‘ Handley Cross” (4). Presently came rumours that the enemy 
also seemed to be contemplating an offensive ; but those rumours were not taken very seriously. 
Such enemy movement as had been observed seemed to point to a concentration against the Italian 
front along the Piave, not to any threat against the British front on the Plateau. 


(a) Reconnoitring patrols were sent out each night, and permanent standing patrols were maintained 500 yards 
beyond the front line at most points. 

(6) During that fortnight the different battalions made several changes of position. Those of the two Worcestershire 
battalions were as follows :— 


1/7th Worcestershire. 1/8th Worcestershire. 
April 23—30. Left front of Brigade. Right support of Brigade. 
May 1—7. Left support of Brigade. Right front of Brigade. 


PA 8—10. Left front of Brigade. 
” 8—9. Right support of Brigade. 

(c) 1/7th Worcestershire in front line 17th—-25th May, and 30th May—June 3rd. _1/8th Worcestershire in front line 
23rd—29th May. 

(@) Notably a raid by the 1/8th Worcestershire on May 28th against Vaister House. 

(e) 1/8th Worcestershire at Camisino. 1/7th Worcestershire at Monte Serona till June 9th. 

(f) All the British battalions were at this time suffering severely from ‘‘ mountain fever,” a species of influenza. 
No battalion was at more than half strength. 

(g) 1/7th Worcestershire billetted at Santa Dona. 1/8th Worcestershire at Brusabo. 

(4) In fairness to the 48th Division it must be stated that the siting of that great “dump” near that obvious cross 
toads was not their fault but that of their predecessors. 
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ITALY. 1th June 1918. 
THE BATTLE OF THE PIAVE. 


Before dawn on June 15th the enemy launched an attack in force. The Austrian artillery 
opened an intense bombardment (a), plastering with shell every British battery position and every 
crossroads. The great ‘‘ dump ”’ of shells at ‘ Handley Cross ’ was hit. - There was a terrific explosion, 
followed by continuous minor explosions as outlying portions of the great ‘‘ dump ’” blew up in their 
turn. The dump was situated at the principal cross roads in the a:ea and the explosions, which 
continued for several hours, paralysed all movement or communication from front to rear. 


The 1/8th Worcestershire at Brusabo were roused early by a great shell exploding near their 
shelters. The battalion turned out and stood to arms. The intensity of the bombardment in 
front prevented any accurate knowledge of the situation, and it was not until the evening that any 
orders came. 

The 1/7th Worcestershire at Santa Dona were also roused early by the sound of bursting 
shells. Hurried preparations were made, and all was ready when lorries arrived and orders were 
received to move forward into the battle. The 1/6th Gloucestershire had already gone forward, 
and in their wake the 1/7th Worcestershire were carried up the mountain side to the camp at Brusabv. 
There the 1/8th Worcestershire were found fallen in and waiting for orders. Extra ammunition 
was issued, and the 1/7th Worcestershire went on in their lorries to Carriola, the Divisional Head- 
quarters. There orders were received, and information as to the situation ; which was sufficiently 
serious. 


The enemy had attacked in great strength. Two of the battalions in front line, the 1/5th 
Gloucestershire and the 1/5th Royal Warwickshire, had been overrun and almost wiped out. Their 
remnants had fallen back to the line of the Cesuna Switch. Further to the right the 1/4th Oxford 
and Bucks L.I., although severely punished, were still holding on to part of their front line, to Hill 
1021 and to the northern end of the Lemerle Switch. 

The support battalions had been put in, the Buckinghamshire Battalion into the Lemerle 
Switch and the 1/7th Royal Warwickshire into the Cesuna Switch; but even so it had proved 
impossible to close the gap. The enemy held all the ground between the two switch lines and had 
captured the guns of the 240th Field Brigade. 

The 1/6th Gloucestershire were ordered to deliver a counter-attack, supported by the 1/ith 
Worcestershire. 


In accordance with those orders, the 1/7th Worcestershire advanced from Carriola to their 
appointed position of assembly at Cesuna. The approach had to be made under heavy artillery 
fire which greatly delayed the advance. Evening was closing in by the time that the Battalion 
reached Cesuna. ; 

A short pause then took place while the position was reconnoitred. The situation had not 
improved. The ground in front and all around was a dense pine forest in which the enemy were 
known to be in great force. The 1/6th Gloucestershire had attempted to make their counter-attack 
as ordered, but without much success. Two of their companies had been scattered in the dense 
wood by the enemy’s fire, and had got out of touch. The other companies were still in reserve. 
The situation was considered and fresh orders were issued for an attack by the 1/7th Worcestershire, 
supported by the two remaining companies of the 1/6th Gloucestershire. 


On that counter-attack depended the issue of the battle. If it failed, and if the enemy were 
able to break through the line at that point, disaster must ensue, for no other reserves were available. 
Already it had been necessary to put into the fight the other two battalions of the 144th Brigade, 
and by that time the 1/4th Gloucestershire and 1/8th Worcestershire were moving up to reinforce the 
hard-pressed Buckinghamshire Battalion in the Lemerle Switch. 

Behind the 1/7th Worcestershire there was little in the way of reserves, but the Battalion was 
confident of success and swiftly deployed for the attack, “‘ B’”’ and ‘“‘ C’’ Companies in front line, 
“A” and“ D’’ Companies in support. By 7.15 p.m. all was ready. 


(a) The bombardment began at 3a.m. The Austrian gunnery was very good and their information was obviously 
accurate and complete. Every Battalion Headquarters and Company Headquarters of the battalions holding 
the line was hit and all telephone wires were cut. The latter were not buried owing to the rocky nature of 
the soil. 

In this battle, as we have noted above, the 1/7th Worcestershire were commanded by Major J. P. Bate M.C. 
and the 1/8th Worcestershire by Lt.-Col. H.T. Clarke. Lt.-Col. F. M. Tomkinson D.S.O. of the former Battalion 
was in temporary command of the Brigade. é 
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The counter attack of the 1/7th Worcestershire 


in the Asiago Woods 
ght 15th/16th June 1918. 


From the preture by Gilbert Hy ayn the possession of the 7th Battalion 
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16A/16th June 1918, THE BATTLE IN THE WOODS. 


The fight which followed in that first battle of British troops against Austrians was remarkable 
by reason of the absence of artillery fire. The density of the woods and the vagueness of the available 
information prevented either side from employing guns to support their infantry. Rifles and machine 
guns alone were used. 

About 7.30 p.m. the advance began. The 1/7th Worcestershire in their light khaki showed 
up conspicuously in the moonlight (a). The enemy’s rifles spat venomously at them from among 
the trees. Firing rapidly and rushing by alternate sections, the Worcestershire companies pushed 
on through the forest, driving the enemy’s riflemen back on their supports. The Austrians brought 
machine guns into. action, and burst after burst of rapid fire gradually brought the advance to a 
standstill. Then there ensued a fire fight of the most intense nature. ‘‘ Various officers in the 
front line,’’ records the Divisional History, ‘‘ declared afterwards that for sheer intensity of fire 
“they had never seen anything to equal this S.A.A. duel during the war. Fortunately the enemy 
“fire was mostly high and badly directed, and our casualties were in consequence comparatively 
“light.” On the other hand the musketry of the Worcestershire battalion was low and accurate, 
and before that deadly fire the Austrians fell fast. Afterwards on the ground over which the 1/7th 
Worcestershire fought more than 300 of the enemy were found dead ; and that in spite of the cover 
afforded by the trees. 

By 8.0 p.m. the two support companies of the 1/7th Worcestershire had reinforced the leading 

. companies and the woods were filled with the crackling roar of musketry. Officers and N.C.O’s. 

fell fast. Captain W.R. Prescott, commanding ‘“‘A’’ Company, was hit through the arm but 
continucd in command. Every one of his subalterns was wounded. Gradually ground was won, 
three jundred yards being gained by the left flank of the Battalion and almost as much by the 
right flank. 


+ Through the night the battle continued (b). At 11.0 p.m. the firing in the forest was a3 

heavy.as ever. In every direction the bullets of machine guns were tearing through the trees, and all 
movement and communication was very difficult. To support the 1/7th Worcestershire a converging 
ate was planned from the Lemerle Switch. That attack was to be made by the 1/8th Worcester- 
shire. 
: The 1/8th Worcestershire, as we have already told, had moved forward late in the evening 
from their reserve, position at Brusabo to Carriola. There they remained till about 10.0 p.m. when 
news of the counter-attack ‘by the sister battalion was received. Then the 1/8th Worcestershire 
were ordered to the Lemerle Switch in order to deliver the converging counter-attack, which was 
‘timed for 4.30 a.m. 

The movement of the Battalion to the line was one of great difficulty. The intense bombard- 
ment of the previous day had brought great trees crashing down across all the tracks. In the 
darkness it was most difficult to discover the right paths. But by good fortune and good guiding the 
companies were in position for attack just in time, ‘‘ B” and “ D’’ Companies in front line, “ A” 
and “C”’ Companies in support. 


At 4.30 a.m. the 1/8th Worcestershire advanced. A sharp fire met them at the outset ; but 
the fierce night battle had done its work. The heart had been beaten out of the Austrian troops, 
and before the new attack their resistance collapsed. The Austrians were driven back in rout through 
the wood.. Parties of the Gloucestershire, Royal Warwickshire and Royal Berkshire joined the 

_ two Worcestershire battalions, and they swept forward through the woods in the grey light of dawn, 
recapturing the lost field guns and taking scores of prisoners. The old British front line was reached, 
and the fleeing enemy were hunted out into the open. Then the 1/7th Worcestershire halted tu 
‘Teorganise. The 1/8th Worcestershire pushed on in pursuit. Parties of the Battalion went right 
across “‘ No Mans Land”’ in pursuit of the enemy, entered the Austrian lines (c) and brought back 
in triumph three mountain guns, while from the field of battle there were collected dozens of machine- 
guns and much other booty. 


The loss of the 1/7th Worcestershire in their fierce fire-fight in the wood had been heavy. 
Out of a total battle-strength of 12 officers and about 300 other ranks, the four companies of the 
Battalion had lost 8 officers and 83 N.C.O’s. and men (d). But the loss inflicted on the enemy had 
certainly been three times as great. In addition the Battalion had captured 112 unwounded 
Prisoners, six machine guns and two flammenwerfers. 


(a) The Austrian grey uniforms were inconspicuous. : 


(b) Captain H. G. W. Wood showed great bravery and Jeadership during this night battle. He was awarded the D.S.O. 


(c) Two platoons of the 1/8th Worcestershire under Lieut. L. R. Bomford entered the Austrian trenches near Canove. 

(d) The paper strength of the 1/7th Battalion before the battle, including Battalion transport, &c., was 548. The 
average strength of companies_as they went into action was only 65; to which must be added a certain number 
of Battalion headquarters personnel. The weakness of the Companies was duc to a very large number sick 
with mountain fever and other ail:nents, 
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The 1/8th Worcestershire had even greater captures to record—120 unwounded prisoners (4) 
including two Austrian officers, 40 wounded prisoners, 4 machine guns and 3 flammenwerfers, 
besides the three mountain guns already mentioned. The loss of the Battalion had been amazingly 
slight (b). 


After the battle the battalions of the 144th Brigade took over the defence of the battered 
front line, and the other battalions were withdrawn into reserve. The 1/8th Worcestershire held 
the front line and the 1/7th were disposed in support. Thus disposed the two Battalions remained 
until June 23rd. Then the 7th Division took over the line from the 48th Division which was with- 
drawninto reserve. The 1/7th Worcestershire moved to Serona and the 1/8th Worcestershire to 
Carriola. Next day both Battalions moved back to camp at Rua, where the 144th Brigade con- 
centrated for rest and training (c). 

The troops had good reason to be proud of themselves (d). They had not only beaten but 
had actually routed their enemy. They had, though they knew it not at the time, given the final 
stroke to the tottering morale of the Austrian Army. They had effectively prevented any hope of 
re Austrian success. Further south the Italians after a long struggle had similarly repulsed 
the attack. 

But one cloud darkened the pleasure of all ranks in their victory. On June 19th the beloved 
Divisional Commander, Sir Robert Fanshawe, had left the Division. More than most Generals, 
he had come to be known and revered by all ranks in his command. In after days it was greatly 
Tegretted that he was not able to share in the final triumphant advance. 
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At the end of June, orders were received for the 48th Division to move back into reserve 
around Arzignano. The battalions marched back by stages (e). The marches were made by night 
in order to avoid the heat, which in the daytime was now intense. 

At Arzignano the two Worcestershire battalions remained for a fortnight during which time 
the new Divisional Commander, Major-General Sir Harold Walker, arrived and took over command. 
Then, rested and refitted once more, the 48th Division moved back to the Asiago Plateau (/). 

At that season even the nights are too hot for marching to be comfortable. The 144th 
Brigade left Arzignano at dawn on July 17th and reached Tezze at 7.0 a.m. when the day's heat 
was beginning to make itself felt. Through that heat the Brigade rested. At 10.0 p.m. the march 
was resumed. At 6.0 o'clock the following morning (18th) the Brigade arrived at Santa Maria. 
Thence next day the two Worcestershire battalions moved on to Mare. A rest of twenty-four hours 


(a) “ The prisoners consisted of various races, Austrians, Hungarians, Bosnians and Herzegovinians, and their 
“antipathy towards each other was remarkable—they spat at each other, and unwounded prisoners would 
“not carry a wounded one of another race on a stretcher until shewn the business end of a bayonet by oae 
“of our escort. Two of the prisoners were Herzegovinian stretcher-bearers, over six feet tall, who, much to 
“‘ our surprise, were armed with enormous broad-swords, perhaps for the purpose of amputating a wounded 
“limb! When the Prince of Wales called at the 1/8th Battalion H.Q. the following day he greatly admired 
“‘ one of these swords, but refused to accept it as a souvenir, as he said it rightly belonged to the C.O. of the 
“ Battalion.” (H.T.C.). 
(b) Detail of casualties :— 
1/7th Worcestershire—Killed, 2 officers (2/Lt. G. H. Gilbert and 2/Lt. E.Attwell) and 26 other ranks. Wounded, 
6 officers (Capt. W. R. Prescott M.C., 2/Lts. J. Parkes M.C., D.C.M., J. H. Knight, E, K, Wenham, 
F, E, Perowne and A. Midgley. The latter was mortally wounded and died three days later) and 5¢ 
other ranks. Missing—one. 
18th Worcestershire.—Three wounded. 
(c) On June 21st Lt. Col. F. M. Tomkinson D.S.O. relinquished command of the Brigade and resumed commasd 
of the 1;7th Worcestershire. 
(@) The following awards were made for good work in the battle :— 
1/ith Worcestershire.—Capt. H. G. W. Wood, the D.S.O. 
Capt. T. C. F. Harris, bar to M.C. 
Capt. D. Wingate (Cameronians, attached), the M.C. 
Set. J. Oakley, the D.C.M. 
C.S.M. F. Mole, the Italian Croce di Guerra. 
The M.M. to Sgt. S. Peacock, Cpl. G. Walker, L/Sgt. F. Burton, L/Sgt. T. Millward, 
L/Cpl. C. F. Davies, Pte. F. J. W. Instal. 
1/8th Worcestershire.—Sgt. S. Smout, the D.C.M. Sgt. T. C. Fox, D.C.M., the Italian Croce di Guerra. 
The M.M. to Sgt. F. Pulley, Ptes. A. H. Freeman, F. Rowland, J. H. Sibley and H. 


B. Withey. 
C.S.M. A. T, J. Sherwood received the Italian Bronze Medal for Valour. 
(e) 1/7th Worcestershire. 1/8th Worcestershire, 
June 30—Kua to Cereda. Chiupiano to Cornedo. 
July 1—Both Battalions rested. 
e 2—Cereda to Arzignano. Cornedo to Arzignano. 


ile at Arzignano the preliminary competitions were held for Lord Cavan’s Cups (see note at end of Chapter). 
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August 1918. RAID AGAINST THE BOSNIANS. 


was followed by the toilsome ascent of the mountain side (a) to Granezza, but when once on the 
Plateau all ranks appreciated the coolness of the mountain air, and settled down in excellent spirits 
once more into the Kaberlaba trenches (6). 


The effect of the battle in June had been to confirm the confidence of the Territorial battalions 
in their superiority over the enemy. The Austrian forces, it was felt, were in bad heart and in no 
condition to stand vigorous attack. To hasten the growing demoralisation of the enemy it was 
decided to raid the Austrian lines as often and as fiercely as possible. 

The 1/8th Worcestershire opened the new phase of operations by a sudden raid on the night 
of August 2nd—3rd against Gaiga South. At that point an entrenched railway cutting was held 
in strength by the enemy. 

After dark on August 2nd a small covering party under 2nd Lieutenant A. G. Granger crept 
forward and established a cordon in front of Charles House. Thus protected, the remainder of 
“B” and “ C’”’ Companies of the 1/8th Worcestershire advanced from our trenches to Charles House 
and then formed up for attack. - 

At 2.30 a.m. with a sudden crash the British guns opened a swift and accurate bombardment. 
Four minutes later the guns lifted their fire, and “ C ” Company, followed by ‘“‘ B ’’ Company, dashed 
forward to the attack. 

A desperate fight followed in the darkness. The enemy were Bosnians, tall men and good 
fighters. They met the attack in the open in front of the cutting, and a fierce hand-to-hand struggle 
ensued. Shooting and stabbing, the Worcestershire lads bore back the tall Bosnians, drove them into 
the cutting and pushed on beyond. An enemy machine gun on the edge of the cutting fired furiously 
until its team were rushed and killed. Then Sergeant R. Atkinson turned the gun and tried to work 
it; it was of a novel type, but the sergeant coolly wrestled with its mechanism for several minutes 
while the fighting raged around. 

Two platoons of “‘ B’’ Company had been detailed to form defensive flanks to hold back 
enemy reinforcements. They swung into position at either end of the area attacked, and beat off 
tush after rush with steady but rapid fire. On the left flank No. 5 Platoon killed 20 of the enemy 
at point blank range. On the right flank No. 8 Platoon under 2nd Lieutenant J. A. Bullock killed a 
dozen of the encmy and cngaged three hostile machine guns. 

While the defensive flanks were thus holding firm the fighting in the centre was raging unabated. 
Captain C. R. Paws:y and 2nd Lieutenant Granger pushed on too far in the darkness ; both were 
knocked down and captured by the Bosnians. But behind them the front trench had been cleared 
of living enemy. The stubborn Bosnians refused to return as captives, and most of them were killed. 
Six only were brought back. 

Twenty minutes after the first charge the platoons in accordance with their orders, reformed 
and took stock of the situation. Captain Pawsey, the original leader, had disappeared, but the 
object of the raid had been accomplished, and the raiders withdrew, bringing with them their six 
Captives. 
The raiders had suffered marvellously little loss. Skill-at-arms had again proved its 
value. A corporal and five privates were missing as well as the two officers. Seven men had been 
roe But fifty-three of the tall Bosnians had been counted dead and many more must have 

een hit (c). 


That was a good beginning (d). The Divisional Staff made plans for a further series of raids 
Tight along the front on the night of August 8/9th. In that new venture the 1/8th Worcestershire 
were again to take part. ‘“‘ A” and “ D” Companies provided the raiding parties. 

The objective of that second raid was somewhat to the right of that previously attacked. 
The trenches behind Morar House were the goal. 

At 9.25 p.m. a covering party under Lieutenant L. R. Bomford crept forward and seized Morat 
House. The ruined building was found to be unoccupied, and by midnight the attacking platoons 
had moved forward into position. 

Precisely at midnight the British guns opened fire and the attack surged forward. This 
time there was but little fighting by theenemy. | The Worcester-hire platoons quickly killed off those 


(a) The march up the mountain had to be made very slowly—ten minutes progress followed by five minutes halt. 
(6) July 22—1/7 Worcestershire to front line (left front) relieving 10th D.W.R. 
1/8 Worcestershire to support line (right support) relieving 9th Green Howards. 
, 28—1/7 Worcestershire to left support line. 
1/8 Worcestershire right front line. 

(c) During that raid the 1/7th Worcestershire, then in support, unfortunately suffered some casualties from the 
enemy's shell fire. Capt. H. G. W. Wood, D.S.O. was killed as well as one of his men. Two sergeants were 
wounded. 

(d) Immediate Awards.—2nd bar to M.C., Lieut. S. H. Wilkes. M.C., 2nd Lieut. J. A. Bullock. 

Military Medals——Sergts. H. H. Norledge, A. M. Gisbourne, and R. Atkinson, Corpl. C. Prince, Privates H. 
Cooksey and F. Hughes. 
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of the Austrians who resisted. Most of the enemy ran away into the darkness, the rest were captured, 
bayonetted or bombed in their dugouts. When, half-an-hour later, the raiders withdrew they 
left 61 of the enemy dead in their trenches and brought back 40 prisoners and a machine gun (a). 

The loss of the two companies totalled 4 killed or missing and 20 wounded, none of which 
latter were serious cases. Once again had been proved the immense advantage of highly-trained 
and determined troops over a half-trained and demoralized enemy. 


That night similar raids had been made all along the British front at eight different points. 
In each case the result had been the same. 


Then for a week (9th—16th) the 144th Brigade rested in Divisional Reserve at Granezza. 
When the Brigade moved forward again (August 17th) it took over the sector on the right of that 
previously held. The weather was now hot and brilliant. The successive raids had scared the 
enemy into holding their front line strongly and keeping out constant patrols. It was decided 
to give them no respite. A new enterprise was planned for August 24th. Two platoons of the 1/8th 
Worcestershire would rush the enemy’s position at Sec while a similar force of the 1/6th Gloucester- 
shire would raid Ave. 


Soon after 9.0 p.m. the raiding party, led by Lieutenant W. S. Gundry, left the lines of the 
1/8th Worcestershire. They crawled forward across the open and were in position by 10.0 p.m. 
In darkness they waited till at 10.15 p.m. the British guns suddenly opened fire. Then they dashed 
for the trench. 

A Lewis gun team took post on the enemy’s parapet to engage hostile machine guns; the 
remainder of the party leapt into the trench. They came upon the Austrians cowering below the 
port and stabbed or bombed such as would not surrender. Within twenty minutes the trench 

ad been cleared for a hundred yards to right and left. Twelve of the enemy had been killed in 
the trench and several more outside it by rifle fire as they ran. Then the signal was given to withdraw 
and the raiders made their way back through the hostile barrage. They brought back three 
prisoners. Only one of the party was missing (6). 


So far, all that fighting had fallen to the lot of the 1/8th Worcestershire. The 1/7th Battalion (c) 
now were selected for a similar enterprise. Following on a highly successful series of raids by the 


"145th Brigade, who took over 200 prisoners, orders were issued for the 1/7th Worcestershire to raid 


Silvegnar on the night of August 28th. The enterprise was carefully planned, and the raiding 
party was already in position near the enemy's lines when, at the very moment of attack, counter- 
orders were received. An expected enemy raid had forced defensive measures to be taken, and 
the Divisional artillery could not cover the attack. Thd raiding party worked its way back again, 
and all returned in safety save the commander, 2nd Lieut. W. J. Carter, who was hit by a stray 
bullet and died of his wound. 


Once more the 144th Brigade moved back for a week in Divisional Reserve at Granezza 
(September 3rd—9th) and then again moved forward to the Kaberlaba trenches. Hardly was 
the relief effected when orders came for the Brigades in Italy to be reduced to three battalions. 
The fourth battalion of each Brigade was to be withdrawn to assist in making up the depleted ranks 
of the Divisions in France. 

From the 144th Brigade the 1/8th Worcestershire were selected to proceed to France. The 
Battalion had just taken over (September 10th) support trenches from the 1/8th Royal Warwickshire 
and was busy at improving them when orders came to stop work. Twenty-four hours later, after 
hurried packing of kits and more hurried farewells to their old comrades of the Brigade, the 1/8th 
Worcestershire marched back to Granezza. Thence the Battalion was carried by motor lorties to 


(a) Lt. L. R. Bomford was awarded the M.C. Sgt. A. T. J. Sherwood was awarded the D.C.M. 

(6) Lt. Gundry was awarded the M.C., as also was Lt. T. L. Jones, who killed one of the enemy in single combat 
and took three prisoners. 

(¢) The 1/7th Worcestershire had been in front line from August 3rd to August 7th and from August 15th to August 
21st; but no particular operation had been arranged during those periods. For his services during the 
campaign in Italy Major J. P. Bate was awarded the D.S.O. 

(d) No record of the 1/8th Worcestershire in Italy would be complete without mention of Lord Cavan’s Cups. Two 
Cups were presented by the Corps Commander for competition by Company teams, one for Physical Training 
and one for Bayonet Fighting. 168 teams competed for each Cup. In the preliminary rounds within the 
144th Brigade at Arzignano, ‘ A’ Company of the 1/8th Worcestershire was best in the Physical Training 
and “‘D"’ Company of the Battalion in the Bayonet Fighting. Then ensued several weeks in the front line, 
including raids in which ‘‘ A’ Company lost two of their team. Nevertheless when the finals of the com- 
Petition were held at Corps Headquarters (at Praglia) the two teams were sent up—and both won. 

In the final of the Bayonet Fighting “‘ D  Company’s team just defeated the picked team of the 2nd Gordons. 
Lord Cavan compared ‘‘A”’ Company’s Physical Training team to a team from a public school, and heartuy 
congratulated the 1/8th Worcestershire on their success. 
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Chapter XVIII. PERSIA AND THE CASPIAN. 


URING the early months of the year 1918 the 9th Worcestershire in Mesopotamia had 
remained inactive. Little fighting of any sort had taken place on the Mesopotamian front 
and the 39th Brigade had not been involved in any active operations. The Brigade remained 
in occupation of the Sindhiya-Windhiya defensive line north of Baghdad. Many changes 

of personnel took place, for many officers and men fell sick and of those who remained healthy 
several were despatched to other billets: notably Major W. D. Gibbon was summoned from the 
Battalion before the Spring was out to become Chief Instructor at the Senior Officer’s School at 
Baghdad. Even before that, Captain T. N. Holmden, hitherto Adjutant, had accepted an appoint- 
ment with a special political mission—a mission which later the Battalion was to know well—and 
had handed over his duties to Captain H. S. Butt. 

Apart from these changes of personnel there was but little to vary the regular routine of 
dutv. The weather, with its alternations of extreme heat and culd, the consequent health or sickness 
of the army, the efforts to provide recreation for the troops, and the incidents of such training as 
could be carried out, were the principal topics of interest. 


THE KIRKUK OPERATIONS. 


In Apzil at last there came an opportunity for some of the Battalion to take part in active 
operations. It was uccided to take the offensive and drive the Turkish forces from the Kifri and 
hirkuk areas. The scheme involved the use and continued operations of one Cavalry and two 
Infantry Brigade columns. The 8sth and 4Uth Brigades of the 13th Division took part in the 
operations, but the 30th Brigade was left to hold the Sindhiya~Windhiya defensive line. 

It was decided, however, to form a mobile force of Lewis gunners in Ford cars, to support 
the Cavalry Brigade. Two companies of such Lewis gunners were drawn from the 39th Brigade, 
one company of 16 Lewis guns (a) being found from the 9th Worcestershire, and another similar 
company from the 7th North Staffordshire. The Worcestershire company was commanded by 
2/Licut. E. C. Bouchier, while the whole group of two companies was commanded by Captain 
c. £. sladden M.C. of the 9th Worcestershire. 

That Lewis gun company was detached from the Battalion on April 17th and, after a week of 
training in the necessary special tactics, juined the 6th Cavalry Brigade at Abu Hajar. On April 
26th the advance began. 

As doubtless had been anticipated, that first attempt at the tactical employment of mechanical 
transport in an Eastern country almost devoid of made roads was a severe trial to the little force. 
The weather tumed against them, and the night of April 26/27th in particular was wild and stormy 
with torrential rain. But the Ford cars struggled on gaincly in the wake of the Cavalry. Difficulties 
of the road prevented the Lewis gunners from giving active assistance in the sharp little fight at 
Kulawand, where the Cavalry Brigade charged and captured 500 prisoners ; but great efforts dunng 
the next two davs brought the little force into action on April 29th, when the British forces con- 
verged on Tuz Khurmatii and completely defeated the enemy, taking 12 guns and 1,300 prisoners. 
The Lewis gunners played a distinguished part in that victory, and accounted for many of the routed 
Turks without any loss to themselves. In particular, towards the close of the day, a party 
of nearly a hundred of the enemy were cut off and captured by the Lewis gunners, whose trophies 
included four machine-guns and some pack transport. 

After that battle the Ford cars followed the British force (6) in the subsequent advance to 
Kirkuk, which was occupied on May 7th. Bad weather and heavy going delayed movement and 
damaged the cars, but some of the soundest were afterwards employed in cavalry operations against 
Altum Kupri. There the cars came under shell fire, but escaped damage. 

It was then decided to withdraw from Kirkuk, and on May 12th the detachment started 
on its return journey, At Tuz Khurmatli the two Lewis gun companies left their Ford cars, to 
enjoy the greater cumfort of the vehicles of an empty supply column. From these they were later 
transferred to a train of empty ration lorries, which brought them back to their starting point. 
On May 15th Captain Sladden and his men returned to the Battalion after four weeks of absence 
without having suffered a single casualty (c) either by wounds or sickness—the latter being a striking 
tribute to the fitness of the troops. 


(a) 4 guns from each company in the Battalion, with 3 men to each gun formed a section designated by the company 
Letter. Six Ford cars were allotted to each section, with an additional car for Company Headquarters. 

(6) Commanded by their former Brigadier, General Walter Cayley. 

(c) Except to the Ford vans, of which two were wrecked and several damaged. 
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That experience with mechanical transport was the first of its kind that had fallen to the lot 
of the 9th Worcestershire ; but 1t was not to be the last. The Battalion was soon to take part ina 
much larger and more memorable operation of the same kind. 

The summer heat had set in, and operations in Mesopotamia had come to a standstill, when 
on the last day of June came orders that the 39th Brigade would proceed at once by motor transport 
to join “ Dunsterforce ”’ in North-Western Persia. 

To explain the meaning of that move we must now give a brief explanation of the situation 
in that country. 


THE EXPEDITION TO PERSIA. 


Persia was not technically in the war, but the war had been in Persia from its very start. 
The boundary between Persia and the Turkish Empire had never been settled to mutual satisfaction, 
and, even before the outbreak of war, Turkish troops had been in occupation of some of the frontier 
districts of North-Western Persia. Those Turkish troops menaced the flank of the Russian army 
in the Caucasus. The Persian Government at Teheran was impotent to eject them, was impotent 
to protect or control in any way its outlying provinces. To such a helpless condition indeed had the 
Persian Government sunk that before the war a Treaty between England and Russia had given the 
latter country rights practically amounting to a Protectorate over Northern Persia. Tabriz was 
actually occupied by Russian troops when war broke out. 

A desultory warfare, with several changes of fortune, was carried on around Tabriz during 
the first winter of the war. German agents also passed eastward from Turkey through Persia to 
stir up strife on the Indian Frontier. 

The helpless Persian Government took no action, and made but little protest when in May 
1915 a Russian Expeditionary Force was landed at Enzeli and pushed southward along the road to 
Hamadan, and thence on towards Baghdad. Along the line of that road Russians from Enzeli and 
Turks from Baghdad fought at intervals throughout 1916 and 1917. Hamadan and Kirmanshah 
changed hands more than once, but by the spring of 1917 the Turks had been forced to withdraw 
by British pressure to the southward, and the Russian forces had advanced to the frontier of 
Mesopotamia. 

That was the limit of their advance. In November 1917 the Bolsheviks seized power in 
Russia ; within a few weeks (a) the Bolshevik leaders opencd negotiations with Germany and Turkey, 
and ordered the Russian armies to stup fighting. The Russian forces in Persia broke up. For 
the most part their troops cither drifted back to Russia or else they mutinied and set up Revolutionary 
Committees of undecided purpose. The whole theatre of war in Persia and the Caucasus collapsed 
into complete chaos. In South Russia a bickering Civil War began between ‘‘ White” and ‘‘ Red” 
Russians. In the Caucasus a series of ‘‘ revolutions "’ and ‘‘ counter-revolutions ’’ were complicated 
by the nationalist aspirations of Georgians, Armenians, and other minor races. The Turks, who at 
the end of 1917 were almost beaten to their knees, then took heart of grace, and the Turkish armies 
advanced. One Turkish army pushed conquering through the Caucasus towards Tiflis and Baku. 
Another Turkish army advanced into North-Western Persia and scized Tabriz. 

The political and strategic situation was so complicated that the British Government 
hesitated to interfere ; but appeals for British assistance against the Turks came from many sources ; 
from the Persian Governor of Tabriz, from the Georgian Government at Tiflis, from the Armenian 
inhabitants of Baku, and from various Russian Commanders. Eventually it was decided that a 
tried soldier and administrator, General Dunsterville, should be despatched from Baghdad into Persia 
with a small Military Mission to advise and assist. 

The object of the Mission was somewhat vague and was altered more than once. Originally 
the intention was to arm and train the Georgians in the Caucasus ; but it soon became doubtful if 
the Mission would be able to reach the Georgians. General Dunsterville arrived at Enzeli in February; 
but soon afterwards came orders to confine his activities to Persia. 

Persia alone presented a sufficiently serious problem. The collapse of the Russians left 
little to prevent the Turks and Germans from penetrating the defenceless country (6). Once in 
possession of North-West Persia they could either attack the flanks and communications of the 
British Army in Mesopotamia or alternatively could push on to Central Asia and the Indian frontier. 
To avert that danger a certain number of British troops (c) were gradually sent up into Persia and 


(a) Negotiations were opened in December 1917, and the Russian Armies were then ordered to suspend hostilities. 

(6) The Persian army was negligible, with the exception of a small force at Teheran. The wild tribes of the outlying 
provinces were formidable opponents, but might easily 1 ave been won over. 

(c) The 14th Hussars, 1/4th Hampshire, and 1/2nd Gurkhas. These were not sent as complete units, but in small 
detachments, a squadron or a company at a time, and were strung out along the road from Baghdad to 
Enzeli. 
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put under General Dunsterville’s command. At the end of June it was finally decided to reinforce 
those troops by a complete Brigadc, and, as we have seen, the troops selected were the 39th Brigade. 


After receiving orders for the move the 39th Brigade proceeded to make the necessary 
arrangements. No railway existed across the Persian Plateau, and motor transport provided the 
best available means of proceeding up the ancient road which leads from the Mesopotamian frontier 
to the Caspian Sea. So convoys of motor transport (a) were organised, and to those convoys the 
troops were told off in successive ‘‘ echelons.” 

The move was a lengthy process, for the limited number of lorries and the difficulties of 
petrol supply prevented the whole Brigade moving at once. The 7th North Staffordshire were 
the first to leave ; they entrained at Abu Saida fur Ruz on July 4th. Then, bit by bit, the other 
“echelons were organised and despatched. 

The second “ echelon” did not leave until three weeks later. That ‘“ echelon” included 
Brigade Headquarters. The Brigade was now commanded by Lt. Colonel W. F. O. Faviell, D.S.O. 
of the 9th Worcestershire, and he took with him ‘ B ”’ Company of his Battalion. ‘‘ B ’’ Company 
entrained at Abu Saida on July 24th (6) and detrained after dark at Kuz; where the Company 
lay in bivouac that night. Next morning the platoons embussed on lorries and started on their 
journey. 

The wheeled transport of the Brigade was organised into two ‘ Marching Echelons.” 
That of the 9th Worcestershire was in the leading “ echelon”? which left on July 12th. 

Not until August 6th did the remainder of the Battalion move. On that day Battalion 
Headquarters tugether with “ C” and “ D’’ Companies entrained at Abu Saida, under Major C. E. 
Sladden, M.C. who was now temporarily commanding the Battalion. “ A’’ Company followed 
next day. On August 7th these three companies were parcelled out among the lorries, and the long 
column of vehicles moved slowly up into the mountains. 

The journey up the passes and then over the high plateau of Persia was picturesque and 
interesting. To troops accustomed to the parched levels of Mesopotamia, the romantic scenery and 
keener air of the Persian highlands we ¢ very agreeable. The journey was fairly rapid. On August 
8th the cars reached Chasma Safed. There the main column halted for a day, enabling “ A” Com- 
pany to catch up. Then the route was resumed, and on August 10th Kermanshah was reached. 
Next morning they were off again at dawn and by nightfall, after passing the carved rock of Bisitun, 
the lorries had reached Kangavar. On the evening of August 12th the cars reached Hamadan. 

Hamadan had in former days been called Ecbatana, and had then been the capital of a mighty 
Empire; but few signs were now visible of that fonmer greatness in the dilapidated oriental town 
at which the 9th Worcestershire remained for the next week. The Battalion transport had already 
reached Hamadan, but “ B’’ Company was still on ahead, having reached Kasvin with Brigade 
Headquarters. 

Into Hamadan were streaming swarms of homeless refugees from the Turkish invasion 
then in progress to the north-west. Those refugees had to be collected and fed; also in 
some cases tu be disarmed. That work caused a good deal of difficulty and some minor movements (c). 

On August 20th came further orders. ‘* D’’ Company was, for the time being, to be left at 
Hamadan. The remainder of the Battalion were to move forward to Kasvin. No motor transport 
was available, so the ¥th Worcestershire went on by march route. For three days the Battalion 
(minus “ B” and ‘“ D” Companies) marched north-eastward along the main road (ad). Then at 
Sirab, on August 23rd, a convoy of cars was met with orders to carry one company forward. “A” 
Company was despatched and was carried forward by the cars to Kasvin and thence on to the sea 
coast at Enzeli; for the move of the 39th Brigade from that port across the Caspian was now in 
progress. Already the first British troops had reached Baku. 


Baka is a city of curious racial mixtures and contrasts. Its inhabitants in 1918 were a medley 
of Russians, Armenians, and Mussulinan Tatars, together with refugees from Georgia, and from 
every other minor nationality in the Caucasus. These were all further sub-divided as to thcir 
political views and prejudices. Strategically, Baku was important as being the principal port on 
the Caspian Sea and the base of the Kussian Caspian flotilla: in addition, the richness of its oil 
wells made the city a valuable prize. The advancing Turkish armies were nearing the city, but the 
national and political complexities of its inhabitants made it difficult for them to present an united 
front to the invaders. 


(2) 3-ton Packard lorries. (b) 23rd according to Battalion Diary. 

(c) August l4th. Battalion established piquet line across Bahar Road. One company left to hold it ; remainder 
withdrawn. August 15th. “ D"’ Company sent to Yangi Khan to guard refugee camp. 

(d) Stages as follows :—August 2st, Kulijan. August 22nd, Ruan. August 23rd, Sirab. 


397 


Orn 


Orn 
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At the eleventh hour the menace of invasion moved the people of Baku to action. A sudden 
“coup d'état” on July 25th threw out the Bolshevik Council which hitherto had paralysed all 
action. The Russians and Armenians began feverishly to prepare for defence and sent an appeal 
for British help. 

In answer to that appeal a small advanced party was despatched from Kasian on August 
4th, made up of such troops as were then available. That little force, some 200 in all (a), landed 
at Baku on August 5th amid scenes of great enthusiasm, and measures were at once taken to reinforce 
them by the remainder of the 39th Brigade. 

The 39th Brigade, however, were now strung out in little units along the whole length of 
the road to Hamadan, either marching or in motor convoys. As fast as these little units reached the 
coast they were assembled into shiploads and embarked for the scene of action. So it happened 
that not until they arrived at Baku was it possible to reassemble the scattered companies of the 9th 
Worcestershire. 

“B” Company were the first of the 9th Worcestershire to reach Baku. The Company 
embarked on August 22nd on board a Russian steamship at Kazian. The ship sailed at 5 o’clock 
that evening, and as it grew dark the outline of the Persian coast faded away. Next morning 
found the ship at sea. In the afternoon the rugged outline of the Baku Peninsula came in sight, 
and in the evening, after steaming past some rocky islands, the little ship reached Baku. 


THE DEFENCE OF BAKU. 


Baku was somewhat of a novelty for the troops. Accustomed as they were by then to oriental 
towns and villages, the aspect of this Russian city with its domes, its strange spires, and its very 
modern-looking buildings, wharves and factories, made all ranks realise that they had entered a 
very different scene of operations. The steamer came alongside a quay: ‘‘ B’”’ Company landed 
and marched to billets in the town, through streets crowded with a strange medley of types and 
races, white, brown, and of every intermediate shade. 

In the city were already some platoons of the 7th North Staffordshire and 9th Royal Warwick- 
shire, with various other details. General Dunsterville had established his Headquarters and had 
been joined by the Brigade Commander (8), Colonel Faviell. 

The British commanders were engaged in protracted and bewildering negotiations with the 
local authorities as to the measures to be adopted for the defence. 

The defence was, of course, in the hands of the Russian authorities, who had just seized 
control from the Bolshevik Committee. The Russian leaders were by no means united as to their 
plans and wishes, and their control over the local forces was anything but strong. Those forces num- 
bered in all some 20,000 or 30,000, but they were so disorganised that exact enumeration was 
impossible. The Bolshevik revolution had ruined their discipline and had resulted in the disappear- 
ance of all capable officers and N.C.O.’s. Most of the able-bodied men in the city appeared to be 
bearing arms of some sort, but of those men very few were trained soldiers sufficiently disciplined 
to endure modern warfare. The political views of the majority were complicated. Many were 
but half-hearted in their desire to resist the advance of the Turk. 


If a sufficient force of trustworthy troops had been available, the defence of Baku should 
not have been difficult. The city lies in the arc of a bay, on the southern shore of a narrow peninsula 
some twelve miles in width. West of the city, half the width of the peninsula is formed of a rocky 
and mountainous ‘‘ massif,” which is split by a steep ravine into two ridges running north-and- 
south. These for the sake of reference we will term the ‘‘ Main” (c) and the “ Outer” Ridges. 
The latter is the higher. The northern half of the peninsula is open low-lying ground with several 
large salt lakes and many minor marshes. 

The main route of approach to the city from the west runs in the centre of the peninsula, 
at the meeting place of the low ground to the northward and the rocky ridges to the southward. 
There the railways from Tiflis and from Derbent converge at Balajari Junction. 


The line of defence which the Baku authorities had taken up was along the “ Main” Ridge 
and then across the low ground to the southern edge of Lake Masazyrskoe. Two small heights on 
this low ground became known to the troops as “ Dirty Volcano” and ‘ Mud Volcano” (d). 
The line of defence included the former ; the latter lay outside our lines. 


(a) 1 Company, 7th North Staffordshire, and 2 armoured cars. 

(b) Colonel Faviell and Brigade Headquarters reached Haku on evening of August 24th. Colonel Faviell was 
junior in rank to Colonel R. G. Keyworth D.S.O., R.A. of Gen. Dunsterville’s staff. Colonel Keyworta 
therefore was the O.C. Troops at Baku during the defence. 

(c) The ridge nearest the city is always spoken of as ‘‘ The Main Ridge ” in the official accounts. 

(d) This latter was the largest of several mud volcanoes in the neighbourhvod. 
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In support to the front line, two hillocks to the east of Dirty Volcano were occupied and 
partially entrenched. 

By the time that ‘'B"” Company of the 9th Worcestershire reached Baku, the 7th North 
Staffordshire and the 9th Royal Warwickshire had already taken over part of the defensive line. 
One company of the North Staffurdshire were holding the extreme left of the line on the sea coast, 
and another company was in position at the point where the road along the southern shore pierces 
the “ Main Ridge"; this latter point is known as “ Wolf's Gap.” 

The defence of the rest of the ‘' Main Ridge was left to the local Armenian and Russian 
forces, and the bulk of the British troops (a) were placed in the more dangerous area to the northward. 
There the position was very unsatisfactory. The original idea had been to prolong the general line of 
defence past Lake Masazyrskve to the northern shore of the peninsula ; but already that intention 
had been forestalled. 

Pushing forward unopposed along the northern shore of the peninsula the enemy’s advanced 
troops had seized the villages of Fatmai and Mastagi. An attempt had been made to drive them out 
of Fatmai on August L6th by a Russian battalion supported by a company of the North Staffordshire. 
But the Russian levies had broken and retired in panic as soon as they came under fire. The North 
Staffordshire company then withdrew to Dyga and dug in. .At Dyga they were later reinforced by 
two companies of the 9th Royal Warwickshire. 

Meanwhile another company of the North Staffordshire was sent forward (August 19th) 
to the line north of Balajari Junction. There they took over the defence of the furthest forward 
position, the entrenched post on “ Dirty Volcano.” 

On August 23rd the Turkish guns had fired some shells into Baku, adding considerably 
to the confusion among the distracted inhabitants. The local authorities were unable to make any 
proper plan of action, and it became clear that the bulk of the Russian and Armenian forces were 
untrustworthy. For the most part they were quite untrained and showed but little fighting spirit. 

Colonel Faviell and his Staff, after spending much time in negotiation, went out on August 
26th to Dyga, and endeavoured to establish a proper defensive position there. The Armenians 
at Dyga were utterly disorganised, and the only strength of the defence were the British troops ; 
three companies of the Royal Wanvickshire and one of the North Staffordshire. 

While Colonel Faviell was still engaged at Dyga, a sudden outburst of gun fire and musketry 
to the west heralded a strong Turkish attack against the position at Dirty Volcano. That attack 
was launched at 10.30 a.m. Colonel Faviell hastened back to Baku and sent up his only available 
Teserves -the remaining company of the 9th Royal Warwickshire (0), a detachment of the 7th North 
Staffordshire, and’ B '’ Company of the 9th Worcestershire. These were placed under the command 
of Major Ley of the North Staffordshire and were rushed forward by motor lorry to Balajari. 

By the time that those reinforcements reached the scene, ‘‘ Dirty Volcano ’’ had been lost. 
After a most gallant resistance the Staffordshire company had been practically annihilated, and 
the Russian and Amnenian troups in the neighbourhood were retiring in disorder. Major Ley at 
once pushed forward to stop the rout. The pursuing enemy had already occupied the two entrenched 
hillocks behind the front line ; but the Staffordshire and Warwickshire detachments retook those posts 
with the bayonet. On the appearance of the British reinforcements the Turks stayed their advance. 
Presently “ B”’ Company of the 9th Worcestershire came up from Baku and were placed in position 
to cover Balajari Station. By nightfall a defensive position had been established from the station 
to Lake Benegadi(c). The hillocks retaken by the North Staffordshire and Royal Warwickshire were 
entitled “ Stafford Hill’ and ‘‘ Warwick Castle,” while the position of the Worcestershire company 
was designated ‘‘ Worcester Post.” 


The little force of British troops was now holding nearly all the front on the dangerous low 
ground. The experience of the previous week had not encouraged them to put any trust in their 
Russian and Armenian Allies (d). The British force itself was not sufficient to hold a line of such 
length and it seemed doubtful if the other troops would stand before an attack. The position 
was perilous ; but every day brought some small reinforcement, as successive parties of the 39th 
Brigade arrived on the small Caspian steamers. The next to land was “A” Company of the 9th 
Worcestershire. 

“A” Company, after being picked up by the cars at Sirab on August 23rd had reached 
Kasvin next day, and on August 26th (e) went on by car to Kazian. There the company embarked 

__and reached Baku on August 20th. The company landed and was billetted in the city as a reserve. 


(a) Two companies 7th North Staffords were on the left of the line by the sea. 

(6) Bngade report says Warwicks and Staffords moved at 1.30 p.m., and Worcestershire at 3.30 p.m. 

(c) Strictly, Lake Benegadyrskoe. As part of the general consolidation some machine guns were brought up into line 
during the night, and the Royal Warwickshire companies at Dyga were deployed between that village and 
Lake Benegadi. 

(d) Although Russian artillery had been in position to support the post on “ Dirty Volcano ” not one shot had been 
fired. The gunners would not fire without orders from an officer, and their officers were all in Baku. 

(¢) One platoon went on the day befure. 
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For three days after the loss of ‘‘ Dirty Volcano’”’ the enemy made no attack against the 
defended line, but the Turkish advanced troops on the northern shore worked further and further 
eastward to encircle the town. They occupied Bina, and that menace stirred the Baku authorities 
to action. Arrangements were made to attack Bina. A column was organised for the purpose 
and to this force Colonel Faviell contributed his only reserve, ‘‘ A ’’ Company of the 9th Worcester- 
shire. 

On the evening of August 30th “ A’ Company, commanded by Captain G. E. Boshier, were 
carried by motor lorries out of Baku eastwards along the road to Bina. The company debussed near 
the village of Suzakhani and assembled behind a little ridge. Captain Boshier reported to a 
Russian Colonel, commanding a mixed force of Russians and Armenians which was resting in the 
vicinity, and they made arrangements to attack Bina next day. During the night ‘‘ A ’’ Company 
moved forward to the front line and took up a position on the left of the road, about 1,000 yaids from 
the enemy’s entrenchments covering Bina. Russian troops were on their right and a few Armenians 
on the left. The attack was timed for dawn next morning. It was to be preceded by ten minutes 
bombardment from Russian guns and to be headed by two armoured cars. 

Dawn came but no guns opened fire nor did the armoured cars appear. Captain Boshier 
consequently decided not to proceed with the attack. All that day “‘ A ’’ Company lay out under a 
constant sniping fire which was answered by the British Lewis guns. That evening orders came to 
withdraw, and Captain Boshier worked his men back by sections across the open ground. The 
Company reassembled behind the ridge with the loss of only one man. Next day (September Ist) 
pe oe was recalled to Baku, where the company remained in reserve during the next two 

ays (a) 


Meanwhile heavy fighting had been in Progress further west. At dawn on August 31st 
the enemy launched an attack in force against ‘‘ Stafford Hill.’” After a most gallant fight the de- 
fenders of ‘‘ Stafford Hill”’ and “‘ Warwick Castle” were compelled to evacuate their positions. 
“B” Company of the 9th Worcestershire held firm at ‘‘ Worcester Post ’’ covering Balajari Village. 
Pivotting on ‘‘ Worcester Post ” the British force (6) wheeled back to the line of the railway embank- 
ment which runs eastward from Balajari to Dashkagul, and there the enemy’s pursuit was checked. 

The fighting did not cease until 10.0 p.m., and there had been no opportunity to withdraw the 
Royal Warwickshire companies (c) at Dyga. These were attacked next morning on all sides. They 
cut their way through, with heavy loss, and succeeded in reaching the line of the railway and 
rejoining the rest of the force. 

The new position along the railway embankment from Balajari to the edge of the salt lake 
near Dazhkagul was tolerably secure so long as the local troops on the ‘“‘ Main Ridge" held firm ; 
but the experience of a fortnight had convinced all ranks that the Russian and Armenian troops 
were not likely to give much help. The brunt of all the fighting had been borne by the British 
troops. The Royal Warwickshire and North Staffordshire had both suffered heavy losses, and the 
physical strain was beginning to tell; for all the British troops had been continually in the front 
line without a chance of relief since they had disembarked. Still there was hope, and some reinforce- 
ments were still arriving. Among ieee (d) were “C’’ Company and Battalion Headquarters 
of the 9th Worcestershire. 


After the departure of ‘““A’’ Company on August 23rd “‘C” Company and Battalion 
Headquarters had continued their march northward to Kasvin. That town was reached on August 
30th, and thence next day cars carried ‘‘ C’”’ Company forward to Kazian. Battalion Headquarters 
followed on September Ist. 

At dawnon September 3rd the Worcestershire detachment embarked ; next mo.ning they 
reached Baku. The troops disembarked and marched to the billets in the town where “ A '"’ Company 
of the Battalion was lying in reserve. 

That reinforcement enabled the troops to be reorganised. During the next two days (Sept- 
ember 5th and 6th) “ A” and “C” Companies with Battalion Headquarters moved forward to 
the line and joined ‘‘ B”’ Company at Balajari. The whole Battalion except “ D’’ Company was 
thus once more reunited, under the command of Major Sladden. The two companies of the 7th 


(a) After the withdrawal of “‘ A'’ Company the Armenians facing Bina were seized with panic that evening, and 


fled back to the eastern end of Lake Dazhkagul. The Turks followed them up and occupied Khilla 

(b) Most of the Armenians and Russians fled or refused to fight ; but one Russian battalion, 150 strong, remained 
steady and gave good support to the withdrawal 

(c) One company of the Royal Warwickshire had been sent from Dyga to aid in the fight at Stafford Hill. This 
company was now with the rest of the force. Two companies remained at Dyga, in support to a Russian and 
Armenian force under a Russian Colonel. Though warned of his danger, the Russian Colonel refused to move 
till attacked next morning. The Russian troops broke and the Royal Warwickshire covered their retirement. 

d) Besides Headquarters of the 9th Worcestershire there arrived one British field battery, the 8th Battery R.F_A. 
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North Staffordshire at Balajari were relieved and withdrawn to a position near Baku, as a reserve 
to their other two companies on the left of the line. The Northem Position, along the railway 
embankment, was now held by the 9th Royal Warwickshire and 9th Worcestershire. The position 
of the Worcestershire battalion formed a sharp salient, since from Balajari Station the line ran 
southward along the Main Ridge. That Ridge was a position of great natural strength, but was 
only held by unreliable Armenian troops. If these were to give way the left flank and rear of the 
British battalion would be uncovered. The whole position gave rise to great anxiety. 


Nothing happened during the next week, save intermittent gun fire and some activity of 
patrols. Then, on the night of September 13th, a Turkish officer walked into the British lines 
and surrendered. He was an Arab Christian and willingly gave good information of an impending 
attack next day. All that was possible to meet the attack was done: each of the battalions on 
the northem front was ordered to hold one company back in reserve for counter-attack; and extra 
ammunition was issued. 


Before dawn (September 14th) the 9th Worcestershire heard heavy firing and bombing 
away to their left rear. As dawn broke, a small enemy force, some fifty strong, suddenly attacked 
one of the posts of the Worcestershire front line. They were beaten back with loss. The spreading 
daylight showed enemy cavalry and infantry about half-a-mile from the embankment. Firing 
was soon general all along the line. The enemy did not press forward against the railway embank- 
ment; but an ever-growing thunder of gun fire to the left showed that a serious attack was in 
progress against the Main Ridge. Presently came word that the line there was broken. 

At “ Wolf's Gap” the North Staffordshire had beaten off all attacks. Further north, 
however, strong columns of the enemy had scaled the steep slope of the ‘“‘ Main Ridge’ and had 
attacked the local troops holding the crest line. That part of the line was a very strong natural 
position, but the local troops made no attempt to hold their ground. Russians and Armenians 
alike broke and retired in disorder. 

By 8.30 a.m. it was clear that the Armenians to the left rear of the 9th Worcestershire were 
withdrawing. ‘“‘B’’ Company, the reserve of the Battalion, was ordered to protect the exposed 
flank. Captain A. B. Craig led his company back to some high ground 500 yards in rear of the 
left flank and took up position facing west and south. Hardly was “ B’’ Company in position 
when a strong force of the enemy came pushing up the slope from the south-west. They were 
met by rapid fire and their advance was checked. For the ensuing three hours ‘‘ B’’ Company 
kept the enemy at bay, repulsing all their attempts to pass and to encircle the position at Balajari. 
The company suffered heavy loss, and three out of its four officers (a) were hit, but the position 
was firmly held. 

South of “ B’” Company’s position the whole crest line of the Main Ridge as far as Wolf’s 
Gap was in the hands of the enemy. The Russian and Armenian battalions had broken up (6) and 
were streaming away in rout down the slopes to Baku. At the southern end of the Ridge the North 
Staffordshire bravely held their ground until almost surrounded ; then, between 10.0 and 11.0 a.m., 
they fell back to Cemetery Hill, just above the city. 

Unless the lost position along the Main Ridge could be retaken the city was doomed. A 
few brave Russian officers endeavoured to lead counter-attacks, but their men had neither the 
training nor the spirit needed to retrieve the position. Whenever they came under close fire they 
broke and fled. About 11.15 a.m., however, the reserve company of the Royal Warwickshire made 
a gallant counter-attack ; they lost half their numbers, but they effectively stopped the Turkish 
advance for the time being. 

The Worcestershire and Royal Warwickshire along the railway embankment were now 
quite unsupported and, about midday, Colonel Faviell sent orders for them to retire. The two 
British battalions had dealt effectively with all attempts of the enemy against their own front (c) ; 
now they withdrew (d) in perfect order. The companies had to retire across the open over a steep 
slope; but luckily their losses were slight, and about 3.30 p.m. Major Sladden (e) established a 
new position on a low ridge half way to Baku. 

: Fortunately the enemy did not press their advantage. There was little to stop a direct 
advance into the city from the west, but the advancing Turkish troops had suffered severely from 


(a) Captain A. B. Craig, 2/Lts. R. G. Trusted and R. H. Findon were wounded. 

(b) In justice to our Allies it must be stated that some Russians immediately on the left flank of the 9th Worcester- 
shire did hold their ground ; as also did an Armenian detachment which had been placed in the centre of the 
Battalion’s line. 

(c) The Turkish movement against the railway embankment had not been pressed. It was probably only a feint, 
but large forces of the enemy were in sight. 

(d) The 9th Worcestershire retired from Balajari about 2.0 p.m. The 9th Royal Warwickshire followed a little later. 

(e) For his gallantry and good leading on this occasion, Major Sladden was awarded the D.S.O. 
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the British musketry (4) and showed no inclination to press the attack. Heavy firing continued in 
all directions, and there were some small local attacks and counter-attacks to the east of the city 
before darkness fell. 

The defence was now hopeless. The British troops were still in good trim, but the three 
battalions between them could not muster a thousand bayonets. The Russians and Armenians had 
utterly collapsed. The British had done their best, but it was clear that they alone could not save 
the city if its inhabitants would not fight. 

The British commanders then decided that their duty now was to save their little force, if it 
was still possible ; and plans were made for evacuation. 


THE EVACUATION OF BAKU. 


Of the three evacuations by sea which marked the chequered career of the 9th Worcestershire 
the evacuation of Baku was perhaps the most remarkable. In the evacuations of Suvla and of 
Helles the fleet had been ready to support and succour the retreating troops. At Baku, however, 
there was danger from the sea as well as from the land; for the Russian leaders had announced 
that the gunboats in the harbour would fire on the British if they attempted to “desert their allies.” 
The city was swarming with demoralised Russians and Armenians, who were looting the shops and 
firing in all directions. The enemy might at any moment renew the attack. 

Fortunately careful preparations had. been made against that emergency. Two small 
steamers, the “‘ Kursk ’’ and ‘‘ Abo,” had been made ready for the sick and wounded. Another 
larger ship, the ‘“‘ Kruger,” was to carry most of the fighting troops and guns. The latter ship 
was protected as well as was possible, mostly by bales of cotton-wool placed along the bulwarks 
and on the bridge; but those cotton bales were but poor protection against the guns of the 
Russian ships if they should open fire. 


About 4.0 p.m. orders for the evacuation were sent to the British troops. They were warned 
to be prepared for fighting in the streets. All made preparations for a last struggle. ‘ 

At sunset the fighting outside the city died down. The gun fire ceased and gradually the 
firing in the streets also died away. All was quiet when, about 8.0 p.m., the British troops began 
their withdrawal. 

Parties with Lewis guns were sent back into the town to hold important street corners. The 
companies extricated themselves from their positions, assembled, called their rolls, and then marched 
back in the darkness. The troops kept perfect discipline and silence as they passed through the 
city. There was no opposition. Many of the demoralised Russians had drunk themselves into 
insensibility, and the troops passed or stepped over their prostrate forms. Company after company, 
the British battalions reached the quay and filed on board the ‘‘ Kruger” (b). By 10.0 p.m. all 
the fighting troops, including the field battery, had been embarked (c). Lewis guns were mounted 
along the sides and preparations were made for fighting. The British armoured cars and aeroplanes 
were destroyed or thrown into the sea. Shortly after 11.0 p.m. all was ready, and orders were 
given to put to sea. 

The ‘“‘ Kruger’ was a Russian ship manned by a Russian crew. Their sentiments were 
doubtful and their discipline was more than doubtful. It was very probable that they would betray 
the departure to the Russian gunboats. So there was great tension on board as the hawsers were 
cast off and the ship moved out with no lights showing, her padded bulwarks concealing the 
crowded troops. 


(a) The British artillery had reserved their fire. The available gun ammunition was very limited, and had to be 
conserved for the last emergency. The Russian batteries could not be induced to assist. 

(b) Part of the 9th Worcestershire, with Major Sladden, embarked on the ‘‘ Kursk.” \ 

(c) The good arrangements for that embarkation were largely due to the Quartermaster of the 9th Worcestershire, 
Captain C. H. Inwood. Captain Inwood had previously been detailed, with a party about 50 strong, t0 
hold a large building in the main street of the city in order to cover the retreat of the North Staffordshire from 
the left flank. Two anti-aircraft Lewis guns were in his command. Captain Inwood and his party held 4 
barricade on the wharf until all the troops had embarked. Then he boarded the “ Kruger,” placed his two 
guns on the poop for defence and supervised the arrangement of the protective cotton bales. 
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Hardly had the steamer left the quay when a Russian sailor rushed on deck crying out that 
his wife had been left behind and appealing that she should be saved. The sentimental Russian 
crew turned the ship back to the quay and brought off the lady. Then again the ship cast off, 
only to be stopped by another feminine appeal for rescue. That second lady was got on board and 
then at last the crew agreed to allow the ship to proceed. 

Slowly the “ Kruger” crept out of the harbour, endeavouring to conceal her movement 
from the Russian guardship by passing on the other side of a row of anchored barges. She had 
just come abreast of the guardship when a Bolshevik among the crew turned on all the electric 
lights. 

: The Russian gunboat signalled “ Who are you? Anchor at once.” The “ Kruger ” signalled 
a reply and put on full speed. The anchored gunboat fired and missed. The “ Kruger” drew 
away into the darkness (a). Some more shells followed but none struck her. Keeping up her 
best speed, the “ Kruger’ steamed on, and the lights of Baku dwindled away. 


Dawn of Sunday the 15th of September found the ship making good progress across the 
Caspian sea. The day was fine and the sea smooth. The troops, although crowded and short of 
food (b), were greatly cheered by their providential escape from disaster. The evacuation had 
been accomplished practically without loss. That fortunate result had been due, partly to the 
careful forethought of Colonel Faviell and his staff, but even more to the steady discipline of the 
British troops. No troops in the world could have borne themselves better than did those much 
tried young battalions of the “ New Army.” 

The losses in the defence had been severe, but had mostly fallen on the other two battalions 
of the Brigade. The casualties of the 9th Worcestershire totalled 3 officers and 37 (c) N.C.O’s. and 
men during the three weeks of fighting. 


In the evening of September 15th the ‘‘ Kruger ’’ reached Enzeli. The troops disembarked 
at Kazian and went into bivouac. Three days later (September 19th) the 9th Worcestershire 
were ordered to Resht. The Battalion marched to that town (d) and took over its defence. 
On September 24th ‘‘ A’’ Company under Captain Boshier was ordered off on detachment to Menjil. 


THE RETREAT FROM MIANEH. 


Whilst the rest of the Battalion had been engaged in the defence of Baku, “ D’ Company 
of the 9th Worcestershire had been gaining credit for the Regiment in another series of operations. 

It will be remembered that ‘‘ D’’ Company had been left at Hamadan when the rest of the 
Battalion marched northward on August 20th. On the outskirts of that ancient city the company 
remained for a week, collecting, organising, and disarming the refugees. The company was com- 
manded by Lieutenant C. F. Carter, and could muster 3 other officers and 140 N.C.O’s. and men. 
On August 27th came orders to follow the rest of the Battalion, and “ D’’ Company marched off 
along the road to Kasvin. For one day the company marched forward ; then came orders to turn 
about and march back to Hamadan. 

That counter-order had been caused by a sudden menace. Information had been received 
that the Turkish forces at Urumia were about to push southwards down the road towards Bijar and 
Hamadan. ‘“ D” Company marched back in their tracks to Hamadan, and then stood fast for 
two days. 

On the last day of August came fresh orders to proceed to Kasvin. ‘‘ D ” Company marched 
off once more, and tramped up the main road for eight (e) days. On September 7th the company 
reached Nahvand, where they were met by a convoy of Ford cars and urgent orders to proceed in 
another direction. 


When appeals for help against the Turkish invasion had been received in May from Tabriz, 
General Dunsterville had despatched a small mission under Major Wagstaff from Hamadan to 
Zinjan, with instructions to raise levies there and in the districts beyond. Major Wagstaff’s little 
force had occupied Zinjan and Mianeh and had pushed on further still to the outskirts of Tabriz. 


(2) There was no pursuit ; apparently because the Bolshevik crews of the gunboats had omitted to keep steam up. 

(b) There was nothing but a little bread, biscuits and tea. 

(c) 2 killed, 11 wounded, 24 missing. The 3 officers were all wounded. (see page 401) 

(d) The march was a trying one—27 miles in one day ; and the troops had done no serious marching for several weeks. 

(e) Stages as follows :—August 31st, Gerechaghem. September Ist, Kuligan. September 2nd, Ruan. September 
3rd, Sirab. September 4th, Manian. September 5th, Aveh. September 6th, Ab-i-Garm. September 7th, 
Nahvand. 
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He had raised several hundred Persian levies, and had since been reinforced by a squadron of the 
14th Hussars, a platoon of the 1/4th Hampshire, and another platoon from the 1/2nd Gurkhas. 
His little force had been attacked by some 2,000 Turks on September 5th and had been driven back 
on Mianeh. The enemy had followed up their success, and help was badly needed. The only 
help available was the solitary marching company of the 9th Worcestershire. Lieutenant Carter 
packed into the Ford cars all the men they could carry, 73 in all, with two of his subalterns. He 
left the remainder of the company, 55 in all, with their transport, under 2nd Lieutenant R. W. M. 
Lewis with orders to follow on foot as fast as possible. 5 

The cars set out on their journey. On the evening of September 8th they reached Zinjan. 
There news was received that Major Wagstaff’s force had been compelled to evacuate Mianeh and 
was retreating, hard pressed by the Turks. The cars pushed cnwards and on the evening of 
September 9th reached Jamalabad. There one platoon was left asa reserve. With his other platoon 
Lieutenant Carter went forward next morning to the bridge over the Kizil Uzun River. At that 
point were found the headquarters of the retreating force, which was holding the high (a) pass over 
the ridge in front, the Kuflan Kuh (or “ Panther’s Hill.’’) Colonel Matthews of the 1/4th Hampshire 
had taken over command from Major Wagstaff, and he ordered the Worcestershire platoon to take 
up position at the bridge to cover any further retirement. 

On September 12th the enemy advanced. A Turkish force, some 2,000 strong, pushed across 
the Karungu River and attacked the pass. The preliminary bombardment broke the nerve of the 
Persian levies and they fled before the attack, leaving the British detachments to hold the position 
unaided. The Hampshire and Gurkhas put up a gallant fight, which enabled the four field guns 
of the British force to be withdrawn into safety. Then they fell back from the pass and the enemy 
pursued them down the slope. But the Turkish pursuit was stopped dead by the fire of the Worces- 
tershire platoon at the bridge, and. the brave remnant of the Hampshire were enabled to reach 
safety. That firm stand by the Worcestershire platoon saved the defeat from becoming a disaster ; 
for without their defence of the bridge the pursuing enemy could easily have made an end of the 
exhausted British troops. 

The Persian levies had completely dispersed, and the little British force could not hope to resist 
any strong attack ; so Colonel Matthews ordered a retirement to Jamalabad. The Worcestershire 
platoon acted as rearguard. The Turkish artillery shelled the retreating troops, but the enemy 
attempted no close pursuit. 

At Jamalabad Lieutenant Carter’s second platoon joined the force, but most of the local 
levies deserted, and Colonel Matthews was faced with the necessity of continuing the retreat. 


The defeat at the Kuflan Kuh produced a most serious situation. If the Turkish advance 
was pressed down the road through Zinjan the enemy might reach Kasvin and cut the communications 
of the force at Baku. Hastily two sections of armoured cars and several machine guns were rushed 
up from Kasvin. Thus reinforced, Colonel Matthew’s column was able to effect an orderly 
retirement from Jamalabad through Sarchan to Nikpai. Throughout that retreat the two Worces- 
tershire platoons acted as rearguard to the column and earned much praise. 

Colonel Matthews then ordered a further retirement to a prepared position at Yangijeh, 
covering Zinjan. This was reached on September 14th and there, two days later, the force was 
joined by the remainder of ‘‘ D '’ Company, the party under 2nd Lieut. Lewis. The young subaltern 
and his men had made a hard march of ten days through that wild country, with little food and no 
shelter from cold and rain; and they had suffered severely from the exposure and _privations. 
Almost at once they had to continue their movement, for within an hour of their arrival Colonel 
Smiles, who had now taken over command, ordered an advance to Nikpai. That town was reoccupied 
and was held for two days without any attack; then plans were changed and the force fell back 
to the position at Yangijeh. 

The force at Zinjan had by that time been considerably reinforced, and the enemy showed 
no desire to attack. So presently orders came for the detached Worcestershire company to rejoin 
its Battalion. On September 28th “ D"’ Company left the front line and marched back to Zinjan. 
Thence next day the company left in Ford cars for Kasvin, which was reached in two days ume. 
There the company remained for a week ; during which time all ranks were saddened by the death 
of 2nd Lieutenant R. W. M. Lewis and six of his men from pneumonia, resulting from the effects 
of their privations during the weeks before. 


Mean while the transport of the 39th Brigade had been brought up from Hamadan with orders 
to rejoin the Brigade at Resht. ‘‘ D”’ Company were ordered to act as escort to the transpcrt, 
and on October 8th the march to Resht was begun. 


(a) Height about 5,000 fect. 
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Six days of marching brought the convoy to Menjil, where they found “ A” Company of 
the Battalion guarding the bridge. On October 15th the long march ended at Resht, where ‘“‘ D” 
Company rejoined Battalion Headquarters. 


* * * * * * * 


Thenceforward until the Armistice the career of the 9th Worcestershire was to prove 
uneventful. On October 8th Lieut-Colonel W. D. Gibbon, D.S.O., M.C. had rejoined and had again 
taken over the command. The Battalion remained in garrison at Resht until, on October 3lst, 
the Armistice with Turkey marked the end of the war in Persia. 


Battalion Transport in Persia 1918. 
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Chapter XIX. THE SUMMER OF 1918 AND THE 
ADVANCE TO VICTORY. 


FTER the German offensives of the Spring months had been fought to a standstill, a pause 
A ensued in the fighting on the front of the British Armies in France and Flanders. For the 
time both sides were exhausted. The enemy had been prodigal of men and of munitions: 
the pick of the German Armies had been sacrificed, and the ground they had gained was tou 
shattered to allow an immediate resumption of the offensive. On the other hand the terrible losses 
suffered in those retreating battles had crippled the British Armies. A period of rest and reorganisa- 
tion was essential, especially for the sorely-tried battalions which had borne the brunt of the onslaught. 
Each of the six surviving fighting Battalions of the Regiment in France and Flanders had 
been tried to the utmost, and all six Battalions consisted mainly of new drafts—young recruits 
with a mere sprinkling of experienced veterans. But the initial training of the young recruits 
had been well done, their spirit was high, and the example and precept of their older comrades 
formed them rapidly into good fighting soldiers. 


While the Battalions were being reformed the aspect of the War was changing. The inter- 
vention of the United States was day by day becoming more obvious and more important. The 
American troops came thronging into the areas behind the front, eager for training and for battle, 
and the realisation of that support spread additional confidence through the British Armies. 

The advent of the Americans led to a series of shifts and moves during the months which 
preceded the Allied counter-stroke, and the several Battalions of the Regiment shifted their location 
at intervals as their Divisions altered their réle or their fighting front. 


2nbD The 2nd Battalion it will be remembered, had been drawn out of the fighting line after the 
defence of Neuve Eglise. The Battalion, reduced to a little party of five officers and about a hundred 
men, marched back into reserve on April 18th and rested two nights at the Monastery of the Mont 
des Cats. There reinforcements and stragglers came in, and on April 20th when the Battalion 
marched onwards to Noordpeene, there were nearly three hundred in the ranks. At Noordpecene a 
strong draft arrived (a2). On April 22nd, Lt.-Colonel T. K. Pardoe returned to the Battalion and 
again took over the command. 

By the end of the month the 2nd Worcestershire could muster over six hundred all told; 
but a heterogeneous collection of officers and men does not suffice to make a fighting Battahon 
and many weeks of training were needed before the companies were again fit to take the field. That 
training started at Ste. Marie Cappel, whither the Battalion marched on April 26th, and was continued 
busily for a fortnight, first at Ste. Maric Cappel and then at Hevringhem, from the Ist till the 3rd May. 

The training of the newly constituted companies and platoons was still in little more than 
the elementary stage when orders came to move back to the forward area. Half-traincd though 
they were, the troops of the 33rd Division were in better trim than some of the troops still in the 
front line ; so on May 3rd the 2nd Worcestershire were carried by ‘bus eastward to Steenvoorde. 
Three days later (May 6th) the Battalion shifted position to a bivouac camp nearer to Poperinghe. 
That camp was in a little coppice where the troops had to lie close under elaborate camouflage 
screens, for the enemy's observers could overlook the whvle countryside from Kemmel Hill. The 
weather was cold and wet, and influenza ran riot through the unseasoned troops. 

On May 8th a German attack near Dickebusch (b) brought the 2nd Worcestershire forward 
from their camp to a position in Divisional support close to Busseboom ; where the Battalion 
remained for four days. Then French troops took over the line in front, and the 2nd Worcesterslure 
moved back to a new camp near Brandhoek. 


Gradually the Flanders front grew quict, and as it did so the troops in reserve were shifted 
further back to areas in which training could be carried out unmolested. On May 24th the luuth 
Brigade marched westward through Poperinghe to a camp beyond Watou (c). 


(a) 338 of all ranks joined the Battalion on April 21st—23rd, including the following officers :—Captain F. de Zulueta. 
Captain S. J. Somers Cox, Lieuts. P. T. Brickwell, C. W. R. Francis, H. G. Hill, L. E. Ranson, 2 Lieuts. 
H. E. Boswell, J. R. Starkey, G. Lambert, E. Morton Hicks, KR. G. Coombe, J. A. Sudbury and H. Croydoa 


Fowler. (6) See footnote on page 365 
(c) While training at that camp the Battalion received two notable visitors. On Sunday, May 26th the Right Reveread 
Bishop Gwynne, C.M.G., who as a simple Chaplain had been with the Battahon in the early stages of the wat 


conducted Divine Service at Church Parade. On May 29th the Corps Commander, Licut. General Sir, Claud 
Jacob, K.C.B., inspected the Battalion, and wished them every success in the future operations. 
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On May 30th the 100th Brigade changed over positions with the 19th Brigade in the forward 
area and marched eastwards to ‘“‘ Dirty Bucket Camp’’ north-east of Poperinghe. There the 
Battalion remained for a week, finding numerous working parties. 

A week later the 33rd Division moved up to the front and relieved the 6th Division in the 
line by the Ypres-Commines Canal. The 100th Brigade relieved the 7lst Brigade; the 2nd 
Worcestershire taking over reserve trenches near Belgian Chateau from the 9th Norfolk. There 
the Battalion remained for three days, mostly occupied with working parties on the various defences. 
Lieut. Colonel Pardoe left for the command of a Garrison Battalion in England, and Lieut. Colonel 
Stoney again took over command (a). 

During the German offensive in April the British defensive line had been drawn back from 
the hard-won ridge of Passchendaele to the very gates of Ypres ; and the famous Salient had thereby 
been reduced to a shallow curve. But that withdrawal had not rendered the positions around Ypres 
less dangerous to the troops occupying the trenches, even during periods of comparative quiet. 
From the Messines Ridge and from Kemmel Hill the German observers could look down upon the 
British defences and could accurately direct the fire of their guns ; and even in the reserve trenches 
He casualties from that intermittent bombardment were so numerous as to impose a sense of constant 

langer (0). 


On the night of June 15th/16th the 2nd Worcestershire relieved the Ist Queen’s (c) in the 
front line south-east of Ypres along the shores of Zillebeke Lake. For some days the Battalion 
Temained quiet, while the platoons worked busily on improving the defences ; then arrangements were 
made for a raid to discover the identity of the enemy in front, who held the ruins of ‘“‘ Manor Farm” 
as a defended post. Plans were laid, and in the night of June 19th/20th the attack was delivered. 

The raiders, five officers (d) and 138 N.C.O’s. and men, moved out from the front trenches 
fifteen minutes after midnight. Creeping along the bank of the lake they reached a German outpost 
in front of the Farm. That outpost was rushed with the bayonet and the defenders were killed 
or captured. The raiders pushed on to “ Manor Farm,” attacked it with bomb and bayonet and 
dropped a large explosive charge down a dugout nearby. Then they came back, bringing five 
prisoners (e), and regained our lines with no heavier casualties than two men wounded. 

That same night the Battalion was relieved and went back into reserve (f), first in trenches 
behind the line and then in Divisional Reserve at Brandhoek. On the last day of June the Battalion 
moved forward again and relieved the 5th Scottish Rifles in the trenches south of the canal pre- 
viously held. 

Nothing of importance took place until July 6th. Then the 33rd Division “ side-slipped ” 
to the left, giving up (g) the trenches near Zillebeke Lake, and taking over on the right (h) the trenches 
down to Dickebusch Lake. The 2nd Worcestershire shifted their line to the right till the flank 
of the Battalion rested on “‘ Scottish Wood.” 

Before dawn on July 9th a daring patrol led by 2/Lt. E. Morton-Hicks reconnoitred a German 
post in ‘‘ No Man’s Land.” To their amazement they found that all the enemy holding the post 
had left it. They entered the trench and brought away a German light machine-gun together with 
the overcoats of the enemy (i). 


A week later another minor raid was carried out. The raiders, ten in number, led by Lieut. 
I. G. Scott, moved out during the night of July 17th/18th to attack two German outposts—a small 
concrete dugout and a rather larger machine-gun post. Private F. J. S. Hutchings crawled round 
the dugout and suddenly bombed it from the far side. Simultaneously the other raiders charged, 
headed by the subaltern, who killed one German sentry outside the dugout and wounded another. 
The wounded German rushed for shelter closely followed by the subaltern, who plunged into the 
dugout on the heels of the fugitive and received the surrender of its occupants. Then the raiders 
proceeded to attack the machine-gun post, but by then the enemy were on the alert and opened 
a sharp fire. Lieutenant Scott was wounded and the attempt had to be abandoned. The raiders 
fell back ; but Private A. Sheffield, finding that several of his comrades were missing, turned back 
and searched the open ground until dawn in spite of the enemy’s fire (J). 


(2) Two noteworthy additions to the Battalion at this period were 2/Lt. C. E.Lively, D.C.M. and Regimental-Sergeant- 
Major Farley (the latter from the 10th Battalion). For the area of these operations near Ypres see map 
facing page 271. 

(6) Casualties, 2nd Worcestershire. 8th June, 1 wounded. 9th June, 2 wounded. 10th June, 10 wounded, 1 killed. 
13th June, 3 wounded. 14th June, 1 killed. 8th—I1l4th June, 2 killed, 16 wounded. 

(c) Of the 19th Brigade. 

(ad) 2/Lt. H. E. Boswell (commanding), 2/Lts. H. G. Hill, F. D. Barnard and C.E, Lively, also 2/Lt. Greene of the R.G.A. 

(e) Of the 457th Regiment. 2 Lt. Boswell was awarded the M.C. 

(f) Casualties, 2nd Worcestershire. 15th—20th June, 3 killed, 20 wounded. 20th—30th June—7 wounded. 

(g) To the 49th Division. (4) From the 6th Division. (#) Of the 118th Regiment. 

(j) The missing men, including Pte. Hutchings, had taken cover in shell-holes and rejoined next night after cighteen 
hours in ‘‘ No Man's Land.” Privates Hutchings and Sheffield were both awarded the D.C.M. Lieut. Scott 
received the M.C. 
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2 Thenceforward until the middle of August the 2nd Worcestershire remained in the area south 
ND of Ypres holding alternately the right (a) and left (6) sectors of the Brigade front varied by short 
periods in support (c) or reserve (d). Little of note occurred nor were casualties severe. 

The principal work of the Battalion during that period (e) was the training in war of American 
troops (f), which were attached to the Battalion. First came individual officers and N.C.O's., 
then later came complete platoons and companies. 

In the middle of August the Americans were deemed to be sufficiently experienced to take 
over the line, and the American 30th Division relieved the British 33rd Division. The 2nd Worcester- 
shire were relieved by a battalion of the American 120th Regiment, and marched back from “Knollys 
Farm ”’ to ‘‘ Tunnellers Camp” beyond Poperinghe. 


After a week’s rest the 33rd Division moved further back for training. The 2nd Worcestershire 
moved by train from Proven to Watten on August 21st and marched to billets at Serques. After 
a week of training the Battalion marched to Arques on August 28th and entrained for the south. 
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In the Lys area the 4th and 2/8th Battalions of the Regiment continued to hold the line 
throughout the summer months. 


When the battles of the Lys died down at the end of April the 4th Battalion was holding 
4tH eteserve trenches east of Hazebrouck. On May 5th the 88th Brigade moved forward into the front 
line. The 4th Worcestershire relieved the Ist K.O.S.B. and Ist Border (g) in the left flank trenches 
of the 29th Division’s front. The line was still far from quiet, the enemy’s shell-fire was severe and 
there were many casualties. One death much regretted was that of Captain H. L. Grogan, M.C., 
an excellent young officer (h). 

Thereafter the shelling slackened and the ensuing week was quiet enough. On May 13th 
the Battalion was relieved and from then onwards till June 12th the 4th Worcestershire remained 
in the saine area, alternating between front-line support or reserve (i). The weather was hot and 
pleasant, and the Battalion gradually recovered from the effects of the long battle. 

There was now but little fighting along the front of the new Lys Salient. Most of the big 
guns and the aeroplanes to direct their fire had alike been shifted further south, and it was possible 
to organise sports meetings with comparative safety even fairly close to the line. One such meeting 
was held on June 11th by the 88th Brigade in their reserve position at Grand Hazard. It was a 
great day for the 4th Worcestershire, for the Battalion won every single event—Relay Swimming, 
Water Polo, 100 yards race, 220 yards race, Relay race, and finally football, in which the Battalion 
beat the 2nd Hampshire by 2 to 1. 

Next night the 4th Worcestershire went into the line, relieving the Ist Dublin Fusiliers in 
the same trenches as those heldin May. Military activity at that point was by then rather unusual. 
The most important and dangerous work was the cutting of the long rank grass between the lines,which 
impeded fire and sheltered hostile patrols ; and great efforts were made to distribute propaganda 
among the enemy, by sending over small balloons with leaflets attached. The propaganda efforts, 
however, were not very successful; for the wind proved capricious. 


On June 14th sudden orders were received to make a raid against “‘ Tern Farm.” Two 


(6) July 15—19th, 2/Lieut. I. G. Scott wounded. July 30th—August 9th, 2 killed, 14 wounded. 

(c) July 19th—23rd. 

(d) July 10th-15th at Knollys Farm, July 26th-3lst at Knollys Farm. August 10th-15th at Knollys Farm. July 
23rd—25th Reserve Trenches. . 

(e) On August 6th at Blendecques, the Headquarters of the Second Army, His'Majesty the King presented the Victoria 
Cross to Captain J. J. Crowe for his gallantry at Neuve Eglise. Subsequently His Majesty inspected a 
representative party of the 100th Brigade commanded by Captain E. O. Underhill M.C., and on Sunday 11th 
August a second representative party under Captain C. C. Tough M.C. paraded at a Divine Service attended 
by His Majesty. On this occasion the Kev. E. V. Tanner M.C., the Chaplain of the Battalion, was presented 
to the King. 

(f) Mostly of the U.S. 119th Regiment. (g) Of the 87th Brigade. 

(A) On May 5th. Other casualties during the week included 2/Lt. H. T. Crawley, died of wounds, Lt. J. V. P. O'Connor 
and 2/Lt. T. P. Guy wounded. During a minor engagement in this week C.S.M. A. J. Simkins distinguished 
himself by gallant conduct, volunteering to lead a party of reinforcements forward to the front line under 
heavy fire: he was awarded the D.C.M. 

(i) May 13th—24th, Divisional reserve in Grand Hazard Camp. May 24th—27th, Front line near Swartenbrouck. 
May27th—3 lst, Divisional reserve in Grand Hazard Camp. May 31st—June 2nd, Front line near Swartenbrouck. 
June 2nd—4th, Brigade reserve near Morbecque. June 4th—12th, Divisional reserve in Grand Hazard Camp. 


Gj) At 1.15 a.m. 
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Man's Land” and advanced to the attack. Halfway across the open they encountered a strong 
force of the enemy. A sharp fight followed in the darkness, with rapid bursts of fire from both 
sides and much confusion. The two platoons lost direction and eventually fell back to their starting 
point. Lieut. J. S. Graves was wounded and missing ; twelve of the N.C.O’s. and men had been 
killed or wounded. 

This was bad, but worse was to follow. An hour later (a) the enemy’s guns suddenly opened 
a heavy fire and soon afterwards the German infantry came on in force (6). Passing in the darkness 
between the front-line posts they attacked them in flank and rear. A fierce struggle ensued which 
lasted till dawn. When the light of day enabled stock to be taken of the situation the enemy were 
found to have captured the two most advanced posts of the Battalion, ‘“‘ Lug’’ and “ Fantasy ” 
Farms. Lieut. C. W. Morton, who had behaved with great gallantry, was wounded, and thirty more 
casualties were reported (c). 

At daybreak the German raiders withdrew to their own lines, and “ Fantasy ’’ Farm was 
reoccupied, 

The next few days were quiet. Several times gas clouds were discharged from the British 
line, greatly to the discomfort of the occupants of the forward posts. 

On June 2uth the 31st Division relieved the 29th Division in the line. The 4th Worcestershire 
handed over their trenches to the 15th West Yorkshire and marched back to camp at La Kreule. 
Thence next day the Battalion marched to Hondeghem, entrained, detrained at Lumbres by 3.0 p.m. 
and marched to camp nearby. 

The 4th Worcestershire remained at that camp, training busily, until July 19th. Then a 
Move was made by march route to new billets at Pont d’Asquin near Wardreques. On July 22nd 
a further move was made to Zuypteene, near Cassel, where the Battalion remained, resting and 
training until the end of the month. 
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The close of the Lys battles had left the 2/8th Worcestershire in the forward area south of 
the River Lys near St. Venant. There the Battalion remained until July 11th, alternately in front 
line (d), support or reserve (€). The only event of any note was a small raid attempted by the 
Battahon on the night of May 27th/28th. Supported by a considerable artillery fire one platoon 
of the 2/8th Worcestershire moved out in the darkness. A brave attempt was made to reach the 
enemy, but the fire of several machine-guns prevented the raiding party from effecting an entry 
into the hostile posts (/). 

On June 20th Colonel L. L. Bilton was invalided home and left the Battalion. The Colonel 
had borne the brunt of both the great German offensives, in March and in April, and his enforced 
departure was regretted by all ranks. He was succeeded by Lieut. Colonel B. Barton. 

In July the 61st Division was relieved by the 74th (Yeomanry) Division and after relief the 
South Midlanders moved back out of the line for training. The 2/8th Worcestershire were relieved 
by the 15th Suffolk and marched westward to billets at Fontes. From Fontes the Battalion marched 
on July 22nd to Blaringhem, and there settled down to training, which was continued 
without interruption until August 4th. 
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One result of the German offensives of March and April had been the addition of another 
Battalion to the Regiment. In the dismay caused by the first German onrush, orders were hastily 
given that the large numbers of unfit or half-trained personnel behind the British front should be 
organized into “ provisional battalions” to man reserve lines of defence. Those new formations 


(a) At 2.30 a.m. 

(6) This appears to have been a deliberately planned attack, made by the German 208th Regiment. The German 
attack was made at 3.15 a.m. 

(c) According to the Brigade Diary the total casualties for the night were 43. The Battalion diary says 123. 

(4) Front line, Calonne Sector. Right sub-sector. May Ist—5th (casualties 3 wounded), May 13th—17th (casualties 
1 killed, 7 wounded ; left sub-sector, May 7th—IIth (casualties 3 killed, 5 wounded). May 18th—23rd 
(casualties Lt. J. H. Clark and 8 men wounded). 

Front Line, St. Floris Sector. Left sub-sector, May 29th—June 3rd (casualties 10 killed, 16 wounded ; right 
sub-sector June 6th—9th (casualties 2 killed, 10 wounded). ” 

Front Line, Robecq Sector. Left sub-sector, June 24th—28th (casualties 1 killed, 1 wounded) ; right sub-sector, 
July 2nd—11th (casualties 2 killed, one officer (Lt. G. L. Martin) and 6 other ranks wounded), 

() Billets, Hamet Billet, May 5th—7th, 12th—13th, 17th—18th, 23rd—27th, June 4th—6th, 

Billets, La Miquellerie, June 9th—24th. June 28th—July 2nd. 

Note.—The original dividing line between the “St. Floris’ and “‘ Calonne " Sectors was the railway. Later, 
those two sectors were amalgamated as the ‘ Robecq " Sector. (f) Casualties 2 killed, 4 wounded. 
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were first called “‘ Garrison Guard (a) Battalions,” and several such battalions were formed in March 
at Various centres behind the line. The German advance was brought to a standstill before it reached 
the reserve positions which they occupied, and consequently those additicnal battalions saw no actual 
fighting. After long weeks in the rear defences it was found that the ‘‘ G.G.” battalions were ncither 
as smart nor as trustworthy as could be desired, and, presumably in the hope of improving their 
morale, they were given fresh titles as numbered “ garrison ’’ battalions of difterentLire Regiments. 

For no apparent reason the Ist “ G.G.” Battalion, then commanded by Lieut.-Col. T. W. T. 
Isaac of the Gloucestershire Regiment, was allotted to the Worcestershire Regiment (6), and 
became the 17th (Garrison) Battalion of the Regiment. : 

Orders to that effect were issued on the 25th May. Later, when the check to the German on- 
tush made the manning of reserve defences unnecessary, it was decided to.convert some of those 
battalions of half-fit men into Pioneer Battalions. The 40th Division had been broken up, after 
losing heavily in March and April; but the Divisional Staff had been retained, and several of the 
“G.G.”" battalions were grouped under their command. The 17th Worcestershire were employcd at 
first in manning the reserve defences around Hazebrouck. 

Presently it was decided to reconstitute the 40th Division as an effective field unit, and to 
convert the 17th Worcestershire into the Pioneer Battalion of the reconstituted Division. An 
existing Picreer battalion, the 12th Green Howards, was ordered to be amalgamated into the 
reconstituted 17th Worcestershire. 

On June 28th the amalgamation took place. Lieut. Colonel H. W. Becher, D.S.O. of the 12ui 
Green Howards tovk command of the amalgamated Battalion, with Lieut.-Colonel Isaac as Second- 
in-Command. The Battalion, then billetted near Wallon-Cappel west of Hazebrouck, was instructed 
in Pioneer duties during the next few weeks and thereafter worked on the various defensive lines 
in the neighbourhood during the ensuing months. The Battalion was not employed in the front 
line, and fortunately suffered no casualties from the enemy’s intermittent bombardment of the 
rear defences. 

* * s * * * * * s * * * 


At the beginning of July the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment returned from Champagne to 
Flanders. After the close of the Aisne fighting, and after the subsequent amalgamation with the 
10th Worcestershire, the reconstituted Battalion lay for a week at Connantre, resting and refitting. 
On the last day of June the 3rd Worcestershire marched to Semoine, waited there a day, and then 
entrained (d)._ Early on the morning of July 3rd the Battalion detrained at Hesdin and was carmied 
by busses to Wavrans, near St. Omer. Then training started in earnest, additional reinforcements 
arrived, and throughout the month of July the process of remaking the Battalion went on (¢). 
At the beginning of August the 3rd Worcestershire were once more in fighting trim. 


A similar process of rebuilding was being carried out by the Ist Battalion further south. 
We have told how the survivors of the Battalion had rejoined the transport lines of the 24th Bngade, 
then commanded by Colonel L. M. Stevens D.S.O., at Petit Broussy, on June 12th. On the 
next day the little party marched to Sezanne and entrained. At 5.0 p.m. on Junc I4th the Ist 
Worcestershire detrained at Pont Remy and marched to billets in Huppy. Then the process cf 
remaking the Battalion was begun. 

On June 17th Major F. C. Roberts, V.C., D.S.O., M.C., arrived to take over the command 
once again. Three big drafts of reinforcements arrived during the following weck (f), and the 
Battalion mustered more than 70 of all ranks by June 23rd,when the companies left their billets in 
Huppy and marched to Dargnies,where the work of training and reorganisation was busily continued. 

It is not difficult to realise what a task was that of building practically a new unit on the 
foundation of the old Battalion. But some of the officers and men had served in the Battahon 
before, and the spirit and tradition of the Regiment soon inspired the new recruits. After three 
weeks of training at Dargnies and Onival (g) orders came for the 8th Division to join the First Army 
in the Vimy area. 

(a) ‘Presumably because they were muended tuguara the neighbourhood of their“ garrisons.” They had no connection 
with the Brigade of Guards. 

(6) It does not appear that any of the officers of the new Battalion belonged previously to the Regiment. 

(¢) The Battalion had marched from Clarques to Salperwick on June 18th and then moved by bus from Salperwick 
to Le Noir Trou west of Wallon-Cappel on June 23rd. 

(d) Entrained 1.0 a.m. July 2nd. Detrained 6.30 a.m. July 3rd. 

(e) Billets July 3rd—1]th at Wavrans. Move by bus to Auchel. 11th—20th at Auchel. March to Bourecg. 20th— 
30th at Bourecq. March to Auchel. : 

(g) Dargnies June 23rd—July 4th and July 15th—20th.  Onival July 4th—15th. 2 

(f) Between June 18th and June 26th four drafts joined, totalling 506 of all ranks including the following officers = 
Captains A. E. Prosser, A. E. Owins, R. A. O'Donovan, Licuts. W. M. Williams, A. C, Owen, D. G. Smallwond, 
R. Harrison, H. Mumford, 2/Licuts. M. A. Stafford, S. G. Harris, L. Smith, E. A, Palmer, E. S. F. Versteld, 
> c lohneon, J. A. Roach, W, E, Woodhouse, E. C. Coxwell, W. Hale, H. R. Oldnall, H. Mugford, E. W. 

ammond. 


410 


May—dugust 191s, THE SUMMER OF 1918. 


On July 20th the Ist Worcestershire, now again at full strength, 37 officers and 928 N.C.O’s. 
and men, marched to Woincourt and entrained. Detraining at Aubigny the Battalion marched to 
billets in Camblain Abbe. Next day (July 22nd) the Battalion moved up by bus to relieve the 
14th K.O.S.B. in support positions at Peut Vimy. For a week the Battalion held those support 
trenches, and then moved forward tu the front line relieving the 2nd Northamptonshire in the 
“ Teddie Gerard" group of trenches which the Territurial Battalions of the Regiment had held in 
1917. Those trenches were held fur a week, the most notable episode being a severe bout of gas 
shelling on August Ist which caused many casualties (a). Fortunately in no case were the effects 
severe. 

On August 7th the Battalion was relieved by the Ist Sherwood Foresters and moved back 
by bus from La Targette to camp at St. Eloi. There next day the Battalion lined the road while 
His Majesty the King passed through the camp. Thereafter the Ist Worcestershire remained in 
reserve at Munt St. Elo: until August 16th, 


Further south the 14th (Pioneer) Battalion of the Regiment had remained throughout the 
summer in the area of the Tlurd Anny on the Summe front. 

The Battalion, after playing its part in stopping the German onrush, had been withdrawn 
into reserve at Forceville’in the last days of March. ‘there the companics rested and reorganised. 
On Apnil Ist Major J. E. H. Forty, of the 6th East Yorkshire, took over the command (b). 

Dunng April the Pioneers were mostly employed in the construction of reserve lines of defence 
to guard ayunst a possible fresh attack ; little of their work was near the front line and casualties 
were few (c). On April 14th Headquarters of the Battalion were shifted from Forceville back to a 
camp north of Toutencourt (N.3v). 


In May the Pioneer Battalion moved up closer to the line, camping first at Forceville (May 
8th—13th) then at Hedauville (May 13th—-15th) and finally at Englebelmer (May 15th—June 4th). 
The construction of furward positions was now in hand, and the Pioneers were constantly under the 
sai shell-tire. Casualties were frequent and severe (d), but the work was well and thoroughly 

lone. 

After dark on May 9th, one company of the Battalion was sent forward to Martinsart, for 
work on new trenches. The working parties were heavily shelled and several men were hit. At 
great risk to his own life, one of the Battalion stretcher-bearers, Private R. Thomas, made his way 
out to the stricken men and dressed their wounds, hecdless of the shells bursting close around him (e). 

Five nights later another working party of the Battalion was bombarded with gas-shells. A 
shelter was wrecked, one of its occupants being killed and the other seven wounded and gassed. 
2nd Lieutenant T. W. Casey forced his way into the gas-smothered ruins and with great difficulty 
extricated the survivors. A second shelter was struck and crushed. The brave subaltern again 
headed the rescue party, and by his efforts the lives of several men were saved (f). 


On June 4th the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division was relieved in the line by the 38th (Welsh) 
Division and moved back to rest and train. The Pioncer Battalion marched to Herrissart, and 
remained there, resting and training, until June 21st. Then the 63rd Division moved back into the 
front line and the 14th Worcestershire took over trenches and bivouacs from the Pioneers of the 
17th Division at the northern end of Achcux Wocd. ‘There the Pioneers were in the danger zone 
once again, and the tale of casualties was resumed (g). 

Early in July Colonel Forty was invalidcd home and the command passed to Lt. Colonel H. C. 
Maben, D.S.O., M.C. 

On July 20th a battery position near Beaussart was bombarded by the enemy. One shell 
crushed a dugout, burying its occupants. The gunners sent word for help, and a working party 
of the 14th Worcestershire came to their aid. Private G. Mays worked his way into the gas-filled 
dugout ; and, after fuur hours of labour in the ruins under continuous bombardment, succeeded 
in rescuing five wounded gunners (A). 

Towards the end of July the 63rd Division was relieved in the line by the 21st Division and 
was withdrawn into General Reserve. The 14th Worcestershire handed over their posts in Acheux 


ia) 7 officers and 31 other ranks ; the former including the C.O., Second-in-Command and Adjutant, all slightly gassed. 

(6) And was given acting rank of Lt.-Colonel on April 20th. 

(c) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, Apri, 6 killed, 1 officer (2/Lt. A. H. Lang on 14th) and 20 men wounded. 

(2) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, May, 17 killed, 2 officers (2/Lt. T. W. Casey and A/Lt. J. Fraser) and 105 men 
wounded. June Ist—4th, killed 2, wounded (2/Lt. H. N. Hurst on June 4th) and 12 men. 

(e) Pte. Thomas was awarded the D.C.M. (f) 2;Lt. Casey was awarded the M.C. 

(g) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, June 22nd—3vth, 2/Lt. T. H. Peacock (on 27th) and 2men killed. 27 wounded. 

(4) Pte. Mays was awarded the D.C.M. 
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Wood to the Pioneers of the 21st Division and marched to Raincheval on July 25th (a). After a 
few days rest the Battalion marched westward on July 29th to St. Leger, and commenced to train 
busily for the great events which all sensed to be at hand. 


* * * * * * * * * * ™ * 


Thus at the beginning of August the six fighting Battalions of the Regiment in France and 
Flanders were once more up to strength and in fighting trim. They were ready just in time, for 
meanwhile stirring events were in progress further south. 


On July 15th the German leaders had launched their last offensive—the great thrust across 
the Marne which was intended finally to shatter the French front. That onslaught had been met 
and checked, and three days later the counter-thrust which Foch had planned broke through the 
German defences between Soissons and Chateau-Thierry. The German offensive was stopped and 
the enemy recoiled to the line of the River Vesle. 

The news of that success, ran along the line of the Allied armies greatly heartening the young 
soldiers of the old Battalions ; and three weeks later came news of an even more striking victory. 
On August 8th the British Fourth Army attacked eastward from Amiens, broke through the German 
lines at Cerisy and Villers Bretonneux, and drove the enemy back for several miles, taking 13,000 
prisoners and over 300 guns. Such captures could only be explained by a weakening of the enemy's 
morale ; and confidence began to run high. 


Some days before the Battle of Amiens three Battalions of the Regiment had been brought up 
into the fighting line facing the salient held by the enemy in the valley of the Lys. Already it was 
known that the French counter-stroke further south had forced the enemy to send reinforcements 
from the Flanders front ; and it was surmised that the German leaders might conceivably economize 
troops by shortening their awkward line in the Lys valley. A withdrawal by the enemy was almost 
probable, and as the reformed Battalions came up into the line they were ordered to keep close 
watch for any signs of German retreat. 


THE ADVANCE IN THE LYS VALLEY. (First Phase.) 


The 4th Worcestershire was the first Battalion of the Regiment to come into the line on 
the Lys front after the Allied counter-offensive was begun. On August Ist the Battalion left its 
training billets near Cassel and marched forward through Hazebrouck to La Kreule. In front of 
them the Ist Australian Division had scored a success by a local attack which had gained the Mont 
de Merris and the 29th Division were to relieve the victorious Australians. On the following night 
the 4th Worcestershire marched onward to the front line and took over the newly-dug trenches 
on the captured hillock from the 8th Australian Battalion. 

As always, the consolidation of the newly-won ground was a trying period. The enemy's 
guns bombarded the lost high ground and there were several fights of patrols between the 
lines ; which were separated by a wide stretch of broken ground (8). 

On August 5th a patrol of the 4th Worcestershire led by 2/Lt. E. J. T. Cocks encountered 
a hostile patrol at close range. One of the Germans threw a bomb which killed the subaltern, and 
wounded two of his men ; but the remainder of thé Worcestershire patrol charged, and the enemy 
fled. Two nights later a strong German patrol tried to rush one of the forward posts of the Battalion, 
but were driven off. 


In that adventurous fighting Captain C. E. Hackett, commanding ‘‘ Y ” Company, was con- 
spicuous. A rough fighting soldier, who had won his way up from the ranks in three years by sheer 
courage and ability, he had long been known as one of the boldest leaders in the Division. On 
August 8th he found an opportunity after his own heart. Creeping out in broad daylight to visit 
one of his listening-posts in ‘‘ No Man’s Land,” he located a similar post of the enemy. He collected 
asmall party—2/Lt.S. J. Rye and two of his men—and then quietly rushed the German post, returning 
with two prisoners. The afternoon was hot, the enemy had been sleeping, and the neighbouring 
posts were not alarmed. Fired by their success, the two officers led out a fresh party of six men to 


(a) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, July Ist—25th, 1 killed, 8 wounded. 
(6) On August 3rd 2/Lt. W. G. A. Cellins was wounded. 
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attack another German post, which was likewise rushed. Eleven prisoners and a light machine-gun 
were brought back. Later in the day another patrol under 2/Lieutenant C. G. Sneade encountered 
an enemy patrol and fought them hand-to-hand, killing two and taking two more: a bold action 
in broad daylight, which gained great credit for the Regiment (2). 


On August 10th the Battalion was relieved and moved back into support positions around 
Strazeele. Four days later the 87th Brigade relieved the 88th Brigade, and the 4th Worcestershire 
marched back into reserve at La Kreule near Hazebrouck. 


On August 5th the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment once more came up into the battle line. 
By that date the 19th Division was once more fit for battle, and the Battalion marched eastwards 
from Auchel to Chocques: a dirty mining village half in ruins, bearing little resemblance to the 
pleasant hamlet which one hundred years before had sheltered the Ist Battalion of the Regiment, 
the old 29th (6). 

A more noticeable coincidence, remarked by the few surviving old soldiers of the Battalion (c), 
was that the 3rd Worcestershire were back again on the very ground which they had traversed 
when they first entered Flanders in October 1914. 

Next evening (August 6th) the Battalion marched forward to the front line, and took over 
from the 4th Royal Fusiliers the trenches in front of Avelette (d). 

A quiet day followed (August 7th). That night came word that the enemy had withdrawn 
in front of the Division on the left ; patrols were promptly sent out, and those patrols reported on 
their return that they had advanced some eight hundred yards without encountering any opposition. 
Arrangements were made for an immediate advance ; and as soon as it was light enough to see the 
way the 3rd Worcestershire pushed forward. By 7.0 a.m. (August 8th) the leading platoons had 
advanced half way to Locon. Then a halt had to be called, for there were no other troops on either 
flank. Presently the Brigades on right and left drew level and the advanced troops of the Battalion 
were able to push on to the outskirts of Locon. There the enemy’s rear-guards held the village, and 
intermittent sniping fire echoed around the ruined houses throughout that night. 

Next day (August 9th) efforts were made to advance further. On the flanks it was not possible 
to gain ground, but in the centre the Worcestershire platoons advanced some 200 yards, bringing 
the Battalion into a triangular position, with its right flank close to the village (é). 

This for the present was the limit of the advance. The enemy had retreated deliberately to 
secure a better line for defence. They were holding that new line in some strength, and there was 
at present no reason to justify the expenditure of ammunition which would be necessary to press 
them further back. During the day of August 10th the Worcestershire companies held the ground 
they had won ; that night the 10th Royal Warwickshire took over the line, and the 3rd Worcestershire 
moved back, first into support in the former front-line trenches, and then (August 15th) into reserve 
at Chocques. 


Meanwhile, by the banks of the River Lys itself, the 2/8th Battalion of the Regiment had again 
come into action. During the first days of August the 61st Division had been ordered to relieve the 
5th Division in the line on the eastern outskirts of Nieppe Forest. The 2/8th Worcestershire left 
their training billets at Liettres on August 5th, marched to La Lacque, and thence moved onwards 
next day to reserve positions in Moyen Wood. There two days later the shelter trenches of the 
Battalion were bombarded with gas and high explosive shells which caused some thirty casualties (f). 

Already the enemy’s expected withdrawal had begun, and on the night of August 8th/9th 
the 2/8th Worcestershire moved into the trenches which a day before had been the front line astride 
the railway. In front of them the ruins of Le Sart had been captured, and the advanced troops 
of the 61st Division were feeling their way onwards towards Merville. Early on the morning of 
August 10th the Battalion moved forward to the new front line on the outskirts of that Town and 
held an outpost position until August 16th, amid constant firing and small enterprises by both sides. 
On August 11th Lt. Colonel B. Barton, commanding the Battalion, was killed by a bomb; and 
the activity of the patrols of both sides resulted in many casualties (g). 


(a) For that day’s exploits Captain Hackett and Lieut. §. J. Rye both received bars to their M.C._2/Lt. Sneade was 
given the M.C. L/Sgt. L. H. Surman and Private D. Cook were awarded bars to their M.M., and M.M’s. were 
awarded to Sgt. W. H. Lawley, Pte. A. Phipps, Pte.G. H. Johnson, and Pte. F, Marsh. Next day (August 9th) 
Lt. G. T. Uren was wounded. 

(0) Headquarters of the 29th, then part of the Army of Occupation after Waterloo, had been stationed at Chocques 
from February 1816 till 16th August 1818. During that time detachments were quartered at intervals in 
Hinges and Gonnehem. 

(c) One of those fem survivors was Major R. F. Traill, who in 1914 had been a subaltern, and in 1918 was second-in- 
command. 

(2) The left flank of the Battalion rested on the La Bassée Canal near Hinges. 

(e) 2/Lt. D. G. S. Russell was wounded. 

(f) L killed, 2/Lt. W. Hurlstone and 3 men wounded, 30 gassed. 

(g) Casualties 2/8th Worcestershire August 10th—16th. Killed, Lt. Colonel B, Barton and 7 men, Wounded, 23. 
Missing, 3, 
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On August 16th the Battalion was relieved and withdrawn into support. Two days later 
Lt. Colonel Delmé Davies-Evans took over the command. 


By that date the British commanders had decided to force the enemy’s withdrawal by a 
definite attack on the Outtersteene Ridge. That ridge, which lies east of the Meteren Becque, is of 
no great height ; but it was of considerable tactical importance, for in that flat country an elevation 
of thirty feet can afford observation over a considerable distance. Preparations were made for 
its capture, and on August 18th the attack was delivered by the 9th and 29th Divisions. In the 
29th Division the 4th Worcestershire were not actually engaged, for the 88th Brigade were held 
back as Divisional Reserve ; but one company of the Battalion saw something of the fight, being 
attached to the 2nd Hampshire, who were sent forward in support of the attacking troops. 


The attack was a brilliant success. Outtersteene Ridge was captured, together with some 
700 prisoners, who were shepherded westwards in little herds during the afternoon. The majority 
of the prisoners were unwounded : clearly the enemy’s morale was not what it had been. 


The results of the capture of Outtersteene Ridge were soon seen. As had been expected, 
the German forces still retained in the Lys Salient were not strong enough to hold their ground 
if seriously attacked, and during the next few days the enemy began a general withdrawal from 
the western end of the Lys Valley. 


The first visible indications of the enemy’s retreat were seen by the 6lst Division, in the 
form of numerous explosions around Merville. It was judged, and rightly, that the enemy were 
blowing up their dumps of ammunition before withdrawing. Patrols tried to push forward but 
were held up by machine-gun fire. 

On the night of August 19th/20th the 2/8th Worcestershire took over trenches immediately 
to the left of those previously held. The left flank of the Battalion was on the River Bourre ; the 
2/7th Royal Warwickshire were on the right. 

No sooner was the Battalion in pusition when instructions were received to push forward, 
together with the news that on the south bank of the river the Yeomanry of the 74th Division had 
felt their way forward past Merville. 

Before dawn the advance was begun. In spite of a continuous bombardment of gas shells, 
patrols of the 2/8th Worcestershire made their way across the River Bourre by means of two damaged 
bridges ; then, side by side with the 2/7th Royal Warwickshire, the 2/8th Worcestershire advanced 
through the silent ruins of Merville and established a line of outposts beyond that town, east of 
Greve Farm. 

The advance itself had met with but little opposition, but before dawn of August 2Ist, the 
enemy opened an intense bombardment against the new line. Shells of every sort were used, but 
mostly gas shells. Many of these latter burst over the outposts of the Battalion, inflicting some 
60 casualties (a). 

That night the 184th Brigade relieved the 182nd Brigade in the line, and the 2/8th Worcester- 
shire were withdrawn for a short rest, first to Nieppe Forest and then by light railway to La Lacque. 
There the Battalion remained until September Ist. 

On the evening of August 20th the 4th Worcestershire had again come into the front line. 
Marching forward from La Kreule, the Battalion relieved the 2nd South Wales Borderers in the cap- 
tured village of Outtersteene. News of the capture of Merville next day led all to expect an enemy 
withdrawal, and on August 2Ist a patrol of the Battalion reconnoitred “‘ Kismet House” That 
tuined building was found empty, and a post was established there. Next evening (August 22nd) 
a patrol which had pushed southward across the railway discovered three field-guns disabled and 
abandoned in their gunpits. But as yet the enemy gave no signs of any general retreat, and in 
spite of much shelling and patrol activity the position had not altered by August 26th, when the 
Ist Border took over the line and the 4th Worcestershire moved back to La Kreule (2). 


Further south the 3rd Battalion had spent two days (August 20th and 2Ist) in the forward 
area near Locon and then had moved back into reserve at Gonnehem (c). 


(a) Capt. E. S. Mitchell, Lt. R. G, Palmer, 2/Lt. W. L. F. Harris, and 53 men gassed. 

(>) On August 25th Major B. C. Senhouse Clarke D.S.O., who had held the command since the Battle of Cambrai, was 
invalided home and left the Battalion. He was succeeded by Major T. Fitzjohn, 

(c) On August 2st Lt. R. G. Paliner was gassed. 
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Throughout the operations which we have narrated the 17th (Pioneer) Battalion of the 
Regiment had remained in the Lys area, labouring behind the lines (a). The 40th Division, to 171TH 
which they were attached, had come into the line between the 29th and 61st Divisions, but the 

4uth Division was not heavily engaged, and the operations did not bring any casualties to the newly- 

formed Pioncer Battalion. 


The first stages of the German retreat in the Lys Valley may be said to have come to an end 
about August 22nd, and by that date the enemy were firmly entrenched along a new front, the 
general line of the Lawe Canal and the Laudick Becque. Preparations were made for an attack 
on that position—an attack which would prove none too easy if the enemy were well supplied. 

The German defensive line from B.ulleul to Locon was tenable enough, if sufficient men 
and guns were available to maintain it. But the encmy’s strength would obviously depend upon 
the events on other parts of the front ; to those events we must now turn, fur at that moment the 
whole aspect of the war was being changed by the fighting then in progress to the southward. 


We have referred already to the counter-stroke of the French armies in July, and to the 
smashing victory of the British Fourth Army east of Amiens on August 8th. That latter success 
had determined Sir Douglas Haig to extend the front of attack northwards. Preparations were 
swiftly completed, and at dawn on August 2Ist the British Third Army attacked on a wide front, 
breaking through the German defences and forcing the enemy back across the old Somme battlefield. 
The oftensive was fiercely maintained, with attack after attack, until by the first days of September 
the enemy had been forced to abandon mest of the ground gained in March, and our advancing 
Divisions were again close to the enemy's principal defensive bulwark, the Hindenburg Line. 


In that victorious fighting on the southern flank of the British front the 14th (Pioneer) 
Battalion of the Regiment bore a part. The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, to which the Battalion 
was attached, furmed part of the British Third Army and was included in the attack on August 21st. 


The Pioneers marched on August 4th from their training ground at St. Leger to Raincheval. 
Then the 63rd Division was sent south to strengthen the IIrd Corps, and the Pioneers marched by 
Toutencourt and Contay to Beaucourt-sur-Halle. There the Battalion bivouacked and dug in 14 
for safety. Then counter-orders were issucd, the 63rd Division moved north again and the 14th TH 
Worcestershire marched to Doullens : where the Pioneers rested for five pleasant days, on one of 
which days the Band of the Battalion combined with that of an American regiment and played 
lively selections in the Market Place of that historic town. 


August 21st was fixed as the day for the main attack north of the Ancre, and on the preceding 
days the troops of the 63rd Division marched forward from their reserve positions near Doullens 
to assembly positions for the attack. 

The 14th Worcestershire marched on August 19th from Doullens to camp in an open field 
near Pas. Thence next evening the Battalion marched forward to the assembly positions. The 
Commander-in-Chief, Sir Douglas Haig, watched the Battalion go by, and complimented the Com- 
manding Officer on the tine appearance and marching of his men. At Souastre the Battalion halted 
till nearly midnight. Then the Pioneers moved forward again to “ Pigeon Wood,” near Essarts, 
just north-east of Gommecourt, where the Pioncers took up position (b) in Divisional Reserve. 

The 63rd Division was to form part of the second line of attack. In front the 37th Division 
was to attack and capture Bucquoy and Ablainzeville. Then the 63rd Division was to pass through 
and capture Achiet-le-Grand, while the 5th Division on the right was to capture Achict-le-Petit. 

The essence of the plan was rapidity of movement and the impetus of the advance cculd 
only be maintained if the roads across the captured ground were rapidly made passable for the 
forward movement of artillery. So the réle of the Pioncers in the battle was to follow close behind 
the attacking troops and to repair, as fast as possible, the shattered roadways. 


(a) August 2nd Headquarters of Battalion moved from Le Noir Trou to camp at La Belle Hotesse. Shifted to another 
comp nell : mile further east on August 7th. Moved to camp near La Cunewcle (S.W. of Hazebrouck) on 
ugust 25th. 


(6) The Battalion got into position about 4.30 a.m., 25 minutes before “ Zero," 
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THE BATTLE OF ALBERT, 1918 (2). 


At 5.0 a.m. on August 2Ist the British artillery opened fire all along the front and the attack 
began. The assault on the German front line was immediately successful, and a general move 
forward followed. The Pioneer companies advanced behind the attacking battalions, stringing 
out along the roads as they went and labouring busily (4). 

During the ensuing three days the Pioneers worked in small parties across the battlefield 
close behind the fighting line. Indeed on August 25th one company of the Battalion (c) found 
themselves actually beyond the other troops, and had to use their rifles to counter the enemy's 
machine-guns. Not until August 28th were all the working parties recalled and the Battalion 
Teassembled at Achiet-le-Petit. 

The casualties of the Pioneer Battalion in that first stage of the great advance had been only 
slight (d) ; but their work had been of the greatest assistance to the attacking troops. 

Three days longer the Battalion stayed working in the Ancre Valley. One company was 
sent further west on August 30th through Bapaume to work on the road towards Bancourt, where 
fierce fighting was in progress. Then the 68rd Division was transferred to the XVIIth Corps further 
North. The Pioneer Battalion assembled at Pys and marched northwards in the night of August 
30th/3Ist to Boiry Ste. Rictitude. 


* * s * * s * s * * s s * 


The first phase of the great attack had thus been fought out along the front of the old Somme 
battlefield. In order to provide reinforcements for that attack many units were withdrawn from 
the British forces further north; with the result that the Divisions left in the line there had to 
extend their front. Among those latter was the 8th Division, which in the middle of August was 
ordered to extend its front to the southward, taking over an additional Brigade frontage from the 
52nd Division. The 24th Brigade, then in Divisional Reserve, was ordered forward for that purpose ; 
and on August 16th the Ist Worcestershire, embussing at Mont St.-Eloy, were carried forward to 
the front line and relieved the 1/6th Highland Light Infantry in the trenches facing Oppy (e). In 
front of them the enemy held an elaborate system of defences, unaltered since the Arras battles of 
the previous year. 


Apart from gas shelling, which caused many casualties (f), the week which ensued was not 
marked by any great activity. From August 2Ist onwards a continuous thunder of gun-fire to 
the southward told of the great attacks by which the enemy were being forced back from their 
prepared positions. 

From August 2Ist to August 25th the new offensive was at a distance, along the front of 
the Fourth and Third Armies. On August 26th the gun-fire came close to the Ist Worcestershire, 
as the right flank of the First Army took up the battle and drove the enemy from their positions 
in front of Arras. 

That evening orders came that the enemy in front of the 8th Division were probably retiring 
and that efforts must be made to gain ground. The battalions in the front line were ordered to 
reconnoitre and to push forward when possible. 

In pursuance of those orders the Ist Worcestershire advanced when darkness fell. “A” 
Company lcd the way on the left flank, followed by “D”’ Company. They came up against a strong 
force of the enemy in “ Severn Alley and asharp bombing fight ensued. Gallantly led by Lieutenant 
W. M. Williams, the Worcestershire bombers forced back the enemy; but fresh German parties 
closed in on either flank and made a series of desperate counter-attacks. Amid a shower of bursting 
bombs the Worcestershire lads held firm, inspired by the brave subaltern who, although wounded 
in the face, refused to leave his men until the position was secured ; nor did he quit the fight until 
again wounded in the head. 

Further to the right the bombers of ‘‘B'’ Company were led with equal resolution by 
2nd Lieutenant H. H. Mugford. There also an initial success was checked by violent counter- 
attacks ; but after an obstinate fight the enemy at length gave way and ‘‘ B ” Company gained most 
of “ Z”’ trench (g). 


oh (a) This is the official name for this battle ‘from. August 2Ist to ‘August 23rd. , On the first day the town of Albert was 


retaken (by the 18th Division). 

(0) “ A’ Company on road Essarts—Bucquoy—Achiet-le-Grand. ‘ B’ Company on road Bucquoy—Ablainzeville— 
Achiet-le-Petit. 

(c) “*B’ Company. The spot was the Grevillers—Thilloy cross-roads on the Albert-Bapaume Road. 

(2) Total casualties 14th Worcestershire, August 21st—3Uth. 1 died of wounds, 7 wounded, 1 officer slightly wounded, 
remaining at duty. 

(e) For the general area of these operations see Map facing page 459. The trenches named in the text were just north 


of Oppy. 
() 4 officers (Capt. A. E. Owins, Lt. G. H.1., Godfrey, 2/Lt. F. Southall, 2/Lt. E. W. Hammond) and 54 men. Mostly 
on August 23rd and 24th. (g) Licut, Wilhams and 2/Licut. Mugford were both awarded the M.CG 
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Next day the fighting was resumed, and by nightfall the whole front system of trenches north 
of Oppy was in our hands. A series of counter-attacks from “ Albert Trench ’’ were beaten off. 
Bumbing and shooting went on around the Oppy trenches for the ensuing two or three days. Then 
the enemy's efforts died away (a), and instructions were given by the 8th Division that for the 
present no further advance was tu be made on the northern bank of the Scarpe. 


South of the Scarpe, however, the great offensive was going forward with attack after attack. 
On August 26th the First Army had broken the enemy's front before Arras and had retaken Monchy- 
le-Preux (6). Minor fighting in exploitation of that success continued during the next few days ; 
in those few days the First Army gathered its forces and received reinforcements to strike a second 
blow. 

Among those reinforcements was the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, including the 14th 
Worcestershire, which Division, as we have seen, moved northward to join the XVIIth Corps on 
the last day of August. 


THE BATTLE OF THE DROCOURT-QUEANT LINE. 


On September 2nd the First Army, with the XVIIth Corps (c) co-operating on the right 
flank, attacked the Drocourt-Quéant Line. That great system of defences, an offshoot from the 
main Hindenburg Line, was broken before the daywas out ; and bynightfall the 63rd Division, together 
with the other reserve formations, was advancing to exploit the victory. 

The Pioneers of the 63rd Division, the 14th Worcestershire, had too much work to do in the 
front lines of the battlefield to see much of the results of that victorious advance. 

As soon as the battle began the Pioneer Battalion moved forward and split up into working 
parties, which were soon at work in every direction over the ground won. A great number of tasks 
were to be performed, for the shattered trenches were serious obstacles to the movement of the 
army; and throughout that battle and the days which ensued there was constant need for the 
services of the Pioneers. 

Headquarters of the 14th Worcestershire shifted forwards across the battle-field behind the 
fighting line. On September Ist the Headquarters of the Battalion had been at Boiry Ste. Rictitude ; 
on September 2nd they were at Henin-sur-Cojeul and on the ensuing two days they moved onwards 
to different locations on the devastated battlefield (d). 

Throughout those days of battle many long range shells struck near the working parties ; 
but the Pioneer parties were blessed by good fortune, and in a fortnight of heavy labour their 
casualties were very slight (¢). 


as s * s ca s * * * * * * * 


Those great battles across the area south of the River Scarpe had at first but little effect on the 
situation north of that river, and after the sharp fighting at the end of August had died down, no 
event of great importance marked the career of the Ist Battalion of the Regiment for several weeks. 

The 8th Division continued to hold the trenches east of the Vimy Ridge. Neither ammunition 
Nor troops were available in sufficient numbers to justify an extension of the main attack to the 
area north of the Scarpe. The enemy also found it necessary to concentrate his resources on the 
southern battle. Consequently the trench line east of the Vimy Ridge remained unaltered through- 
out the month of September, unaltered save for little gains resulting from trench raids and small 
enterprises by the battalions in the line. 

Two such affairs fell to the lot of the Ist Worcestershire. After dark on September 15th a 
minor attack was carried out against a small post of the enemy on the southern outskirts of Oppy 
village. The attack was carried out under a barrage, and the crash of the opening bombardment 
was more than was necessary to dislodge the garrison of the post—three or four men only, as it 
proved. In the blaze of the shells they were seen running away. They could not be caught, and 
presumably they escaped death, for they were not seen again. They left behind a light machine-gun ; 
and two posts were established on the ground gained at no greater cost than one man wounded (f). 


(a) Caswalties Ist Worcestershire August 26th: 1 killed, 1 officer (2/Lt. E. T. Oates) and 6 men wounded, 2 gassed. 
August 27th 1 killed, 11 wounded, 1 gassed. August 28th, 1 wounded. August 29th, Lt. W. M. Williams 
wounded, August 31st 2/Lts. W. Hale and H. R. Oldnall gassed. 

Note.—On August 30th Major Roberts again took over command. 

(t) Monchy-le-Preux had been occupied by the enemy in March. 

(c) The XV1Ith Corps properly formed part of the Third Army, but in these operations was acting in conjunction with 
the First Army. 

(@) South-west of Cagnicourt. 

(e) The only casualties recorded are two men wounded on September 5th. 

(f) 2nd Lieut. E. J. Nicholls, who showed great gallantry in leading the raiders, was awarded the M.C. 
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A larger operation in the same vicinity took place on the night of September 2Ist/22nd. 
On the right the Berkshire and East Lancashire of the 25th Brigade, and on the left the Ist Worcester- 
shire of the 24th Brigade, attacked under a heavy barrage. The trenches facing the Ist Worcester- 
shire were very lightly held and were easily taken with trifling loss (2). A couple of prisoners were 
secured, 

Apart from these two little operations, the Ist Battalion spent all September alternately 
in front and support trenches (b), the principal preoccupation of both officers and men being to 
avoid the effects of the gas shells with which the enemy constantly bombarded the line (c). 

After a days rest on September 30th in camp at Neuville St. Vaast the Battalion moved back 
to the trenches and held them during the first week of October. 


In the Vimy area, therefore, the German defeats had brought but little change in the situation ; 
but further north a very definite result had been seen in the valley of the Lys. 


THE ADVANCE IN .THE LYS VALLEY (Second Phase). 


It will be remembered that the first stage of the German withdrawal in the Lys Valley had 
ended about the 24th August, with the enemy holding in strength the general line of the Lawe Canal 
and the Laudick Becque. The defeats suffered by the German armies further south were probably 
the reason for a subsequent decision to retreat further still, back to the line held before April. 

Indications of that further retreat were to be seen in the last days of August. On the northem 
side of the Lys Salient, the troops of the 29th Division on the Outtersteene Ridge could see far and 
near the fla:nes of burning houses. Further south the troops of the 6Ist Division facing Estaires 
heard constant explosions and saw the church tower of La Gorgue blown up. Orders were issued 
that any retirement was to be closely followed. 

It so happened that the three fighting Battalions of the Regiment in the Lys area all came up 
into the line just as that second advance commenced. 


The 3rd Battalion moved forward from Gonnehem on August 29th to the bank of the canal 
near Hinges ; where for three days the Battalion lay in reserve to the 57th Brigade, which was then 
holding the line near Locon. 


The 4th Battalion with the other battalions of the 88th Brigade moved up by bus on Septem- 
ber Ist from La Kreule to beyond Meteren, and thence marched forward through the ruins of re- 
captured Bailleul to the Ravelsberg. 


The 2/8th Battalion on the same day was brought up by rail from La Lacque to a position 
east of Merville ; where the Battalion was in support to the front line near Estaires. 


On the front of the 29th Division the retreat of the enemy had commenced on the night of 
August 29th/30th. Next dawn British patrols had pushed forward on their track. By that evening 
Bailleul had been reoccupied, and before nightfall of August 31st the advanced troops were close to 
Steenwerck and La Créche. There the German resistance stiffened. On the northern flank of that 
ee enemy were also strongly holding the height of Neuve Eglise, fronting the 36th (Ulster) 

vision. 


Neuve Eglise was clearly the key of the position, and orders were issued for an attack on 
that height next day by the 36th Division. The 29th Division would also advance, the 88th Brigade 
being brought up on the left flank to keep touch with the Ulstermen. 

The 88th Brigade, as we have already told, moved up by bus, leaving La Kreule at 6.0 a.m. 
(Sept. Ist) and reaching the outskirts of Bailleul about an hour later. The 4th Worcestershire debussed 
and marched forward by platoons through the ruined town. Bailleul was a melancholy expanse 
of smashed masonry. The troops tramped through the debris and out on the far side toa 
selected assembly position at the western end of the Ravelsberg ridge. The platoons arrjved in 
succession, and following them came the other two battalions of the Brigade, the 2nd Hampshire and 
2nd Leinster. Around them the whole landscape was marked by columns of smoke, for the re- 
treating enemy had fired every building and every haystack. 


(a) 2 wounded. 
(6) Front line, September 7th to 24th. Support trenches, August 3lst to September 7th. September 24th to 3b 
(c) Casualties Ist Worcestershire frum gas during September—45. Other casualties, 1 killed, 12 wounded. 
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By noon the Brigade was assembled. Orders were issued to the 4th Worcestershire that one 
company of the Battalion was to advance and fill a gap which was then widening between the right 
flank of the 36th Division and the left flank of the 87th Brigade. ‘“‘ W” Company of the Battalion 
accordingly advanced, and soon afterwards ‘“‘ X’’ Company was sent up in support. 

Pushing into the front line between the Inniskillings of the 109th Brigade and the Borders 
of the 87th Brigade, ‘‘ W”’ Company reached the ruins of “‘ Gough House (a). Beyond that point 
the machine-guns of the enemy forbade any movement. Artillery support was asked for and 
arranged. Presently the remainder of the Battalion moved up to position west of ‘‘ Gough House,”’ 
behind ‘‘ W’’ Company, practically on the very ground where the companies had first deployed 
on April 10th. Before them lay the lines on which they had held up the enemy during the three days 
and nights of that gallant defence (5). 


To left and right the battle was general, and at 5.30 p.m. the noise of artillery and machine- 
guns were both drowned by the thunderous explosion of a great German mine close in front at one 
of the cross-roads: fortunately the Battalion had halted short of the danger point and suffered 
no casualties, although stones and earth were rained all around. As dusk came on, a general forward 
movement began. On the left the Ulstermen captured Neuve Eglise, on the right the 87th Brigade 
entered Steenwerck and La Créche. In front of the 4th Worcestershire the enemy machine-gunners 
retired, and by nightfall the Battalion was able to gain the line of the Westhof Road (c). 

Into the new line there stumbled three escaped prisoners, two Frenchmen and one Italian. 
These told that the enemy’s front was held only by machine-guns at wide intervals: orders were 
given to push on, and shortly after midnight the advance was resumed. 

The night was clear and bitterly cold. The sky was brilliant with stars. Under the stars 
the platoons (¢) made their way forward across country past the ruined cottages of De Broecken, 
meeting at intervals a quick hail of bullets from the retiring enemy. In face of that opposition 
it was not possible to advance very rapidly, but before dawn the Battalion had gained the line of 
the road which runs northwards from De Seule to Neuve Eglise. 


At dawn (September 2nd) the platoons attempted a further advance, but were at once stopped 
dead. After a personal reconnaissance, the Brigadier secured artillery support and, when the 
necessary arrangements had been completed, ‘‘ Y’” and “‘ Z’’ Companies of the 4th Worcestershire 
attacked at 3.0 p.m. under a covering barrage. 

The attack was successful. Gallantly led by 2/Lieutenant E. L. Booth and Lieutenant 
H. S. Smith (¢) the two leading platoons of “ Z’’ Company advanced from hedge to hedge past 
the ruined cottages around Boyd Farm, using their Lewis-guns with great effect and rushing the 
enemy posts in quick succession. 2/Lieutenant Booth headed the charge which captured one of the 
German machine-guns, killing five of the enemy. Before dusk the advance had gained more than 
1,000 yards and seven of the enemy's light machine-guns had been captured (f). The reserve 
companies of the Battalion then passed through to the front and advanced another three hundred 
yards without opposition before they halted for the night. 

The immediate object of the advance was to reoccupy the old reserve system of defence 
east and south-east of Neuve Eglise known as ‘‘ The Army Line,” the very trenches which the 2nd 
Worcestershire had defended so stubbornly in April. The 4th Worcestershire were now within 
half-a-mile of that objective, and orders were issued for an attack next morning. 


At 3.0 a.m. on September 3rd the attack was delivered. Supported by a heavy fire of artillery 
the 4th Worcestershire advanced with the bayonet. Contrary to expectation, there was little 
opposition, and the old “‘ Army Line” of trenches was seized without difficulty. The Battalion 
set to work at once to make the position secure. The left flank of the 4th Worcestershire was now 
on the very ground which had been held by the right flank of the 2nd Worcestershire on April 12th. 
In front of them the enemy were strongly established on Hill 63, and the trenches of the Worcestershire 
companies were intermittently bombarded throughout the rest of the day. 


(a) See map facing page 353. ‘‘ Gough House” had been the H.Q. of the 88th Brigade during the defence of La 
Créche in April. The building was still standing, but orders were given not to enter it, for fear of a mine. 

(0) During the subsequent advance many dead of the Battalion who had fallen in April were found still unburied (see 
page 353 etc.) 

(c) Casualties during the day included Lt. J. Cowherd and 2/Lt. T. Bruton killed ; Captain C. Hackett M.C., D.C.M., 
Captain G. P. O’Donovan, and C.S.M. G. C. Key wounded. 

(d) ““W"' and “' X " Companies of the 4th Worcestershire were leading, with ‘“‘ Y ’ and ‘‘ Z" in support. 

(e) 4th Northants, attached 4th Worcestershire. 

(f) 2/Lieut. Booth and Lieut. H. S. Smith were awarded the M.C. The M.C. was also awarded to 2/Lieut. T. L. Gillespie 
who had likewise done conspicuously gallant work during the advance. 
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CAPTURE OF HILL 63. Sept. 1918. 


Till then the other two battalions of the 88th Brigade had been respectively in support and 
reserve and the 4th Worcestershire had borne the brunt of the fighting. That afternoon the 2nd 
Hampshire came up from support, passed through the 4th Worcestershire, and advanced down 
into the valley and forward towards Hill 63. By nightfall they had gaincd the line of the Ploeg- 
steertbeek, halfway to that hill. During the night the 2nd Leinster, hitherto in reserve to the 
Brigade, came up, passed through the trench line and formed up just in front. During the night 
Colonel Freyberg shifted his Headquarters forward into the trenches held by the 4th Worcestershire, 
who now formed the Brigade reserve. 


At 8.0 a.m. next moming (September 4th) the attack on Hill 63 began. From their reserve 
position on the Neuve Eglise height the 4th Worcestershire had a wonderful view of the action. 
Precisely to time the British guns put down an intense barrage on the hill, and in a few minutes Hill 
63 was blotted out by dense clouds of smoke and fumes. The enemy's reply was fierce, but was not 
so intense and was mainly concentrated on the troops in the valley. Three observation balloons 
of the enemy were brought down, falling in three great pillars of fire and black smoke. 

The walking wounded who presently came back across the valley were jubilant despite their 
pain. The barrage, they said, was splendid and all was going well. The 4th Worcestershire awaited 
their turn to advance. 

As they waited there occurred a dramatic incident. A British aeroplane driven down by 
six enemy machines came falling like a wounded bird, and crashed to earth close to the trenches of 
the Battalion. Officers and men rushed out to rescue the pilot who, although hit in four places, 
was found in the wreckage of his aeroplane still firing his machine-gun at the enemy overhead. 


The fight in front was fierce, and early in the afternoon came orders for reinforcements to 
be sent up from the 4th Worcestershire. Two companies (2) went forward into the fight. Captain 
R. H. Marryatt, commanding “ W” Company, reported to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd 
Leinster and was ordered to take up position on the north side of the hill, between ‘‘ Le Rossignol ” 
and “ The Cellars,” thus filling a gap between the inner flanks of the Leinster and the Hampshire. 

““W” Company had only just gained their allotted position when, at 2.30, p.m. a strong 
counter-attack was made by the enemy from the right front. That counter-attack was beaten 


.off without difficulty, and ‘‘ W’” Company held their ground until dark. At 6.0 p.m.‘ Y ” Company 


of the 4th Worcestershire was sent up as additional support to the 2nd Leinster. The captured 
hill was held safely through the night. Next day the activity of the enemy was restricted to a 
heavy bombardment of their lost position. 

That night (September 5th) the 31st Division relieved the 29th Division; and the 4th Worcester- 
shire handed over their reserve trenches to the incoming troops. The relief was rendered difficult 
and unpleasant by a tremendous bombardment with gas-shells which the enemy kept up during most 
of the night (6). When at last the companies got clear of the danger zone they marched back to 
Comet Camp, not far from La Créche. There the troops enjoyed a hot meal and a welcome rest (¢). 


Some six miles to the southward of the 29th Division, the 6lst Division, including the 2/8th 
Worcestershire, had likewise been advancing. 

On the evening of September 2nd the 2/8th Worcestershire moved forward from their support 
position and took over from the 2/4th Royal Berkshire the front line close to Estaires. The relief 
was a difficult one owing to the extreme darkness of the night and the uncertainty of the situation : 
for there was no accurate knowledge as to the location either of our own troops or of the enemy. 
The German rearguards were retreating into the darkness, the leading platoons of the Royal Berkshire 
were feeling their way forward on the enemy’s tracks, and it was not until nearly 3.0 a.m. next 
morning that the last of the Berkshire patrols was located and relieved on the ground which had 
been gained. 


(a) Thus says the Battalion diary. The Brigade diary, which is very detailed, only mentions ‘“‘ W ” Company as being 


sent up. 
(b) It was officiallyZestimated that 30,000 gas shells struck the area occupied by the 29th Division between 11.30 p.m. 
and 3.15 a.m. on the night of September 5th/6th. ¥ 
(c) Unfortunately complete figures are not available as to the casualties of the 4th Worcestershire in the Lys fighting. 
Besides the officers hit on September Ist (see above) the only other casualties recorded in the Battalion diary are: 
September 2nd. Wounded 2/Lt. V. C. Cornish. September 3rd. Wounded 2/Lt. D. L. Downes. | 
The 88th Brigade diary records a total loss for September Ist, 2nd and 8rd of: killed 1 officer and 7 other 
tanks ; wounded 2 officers and 36 other ranks. 
During that period the other two battalions were behind the front line, so it is probable that this loss was that 
of the 4th Worcestershire. 
The Brigade further gives total casualties for September 4th as 1 officer and 27 other ranks killed, 5 officers 
and 137 wounded, 17 missing. What proportion of that loss occurred in the Worcestershire companies is not 
stated. 
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(1) The River Lys at the point where the 2/8th Battn, crossed, (2) LT. COLONEL DELME DAVIES EVANS. 
3rd Sept. 1918 (see page 421). cmdg. 2/8th Battn. Aug. 1918-April 1919. 
(3) Pioneers of the 14th Battn, bridging the Canal du Nord, (4) In the streets of Cambrai, 10th Oct. 1918 (see page 452) 
27th Sept. 1918 (sce page 443) (Imp. War Museum Copyright). (Imp War Muse Copyright). 


(5) The first service in Cambrai Cathedral after its recapture, 13th Oct. FOES {see page-452y (Imp. WarM useum Copyright). 


tndjrd Sept. 1918. THE ADVANCE TO VICTORY. 


By that time the advancing troops had secured all the ruins of Estaires on the northem 
bank of the River Lys, and during the night the two leading companies of the 2/8th Worcestershire 
gained the line of the road which runs from that town to Croix du Bac. Patrols sent forward to 
reconnoitre found that the enemy had withdrawn across the river but were lining the southern bank 
east of the town, covering the crossings with machine-guns. Immediately south of the town, however, 
the enemy did not appear to be in any great strength, and a patrol which worked through the ruined 
streets to the ‘‘ Meuse ’’ Bridge reported that the bridge, although wrecked by an explosion, was 
still passable. All the other bridges over the Lys had been blown up ; but presently a patrol reported 
that a German military bridge east of the town, near the cottages called Rue de la Lys (a), had not 
been completely destroyed and might perhaps be repaired if material was available. 

Hardly had the relief been completed when orders came that the Battalion was to attack 
at dawn under a barrage, to gain the southern bank of the river. Colonel Davies-Evans decided that 
“C” and “ D” Companies, under Captain H. L. Evers, should advance west of the town and force 
the passage of the “‘ Meuse’ Bridge, while ‘‘ A’’ and ‘“‘ B’’ Companies, under his own command 
should attempt the hazardous attack east of Estaires. 


THE PASSAGE OF THE LYS. 


The success or failure of the attack depended on the chance of repairing the broken German 
bridge : and the nearest known bridging material was several miles away. But the whole Battalion 
set to work with a will. Patrols searching the river banks near the town found baulks of timber 
strewn around an abandoned factory, and brave men swam downstream with the timbers through 
the darkness to the bridge. A sapper was found, an excellent sapper, and under his direction parties 
from the forward companies worked busily at lashing the timbers to the ruined bridge with old 
German telephone wire found round about. To cover their work the two leading companies of 
the Battalion took up position along the river bank, dug in hastily and opened fire in answer to the 
enemy’s machine-guns on the further bank. A section of the Brigade machine-gun company was 
brought up, and the fire of their four Vickers-guns, combined with that of the Lewis-guns of the 
two Worcestershire companies, gradually beat down the enemy’s answering musketry as the first 
light showed in the east. Thus protected, the working parties, directed by the solitary sapper, 
laboured with a will (). It was perilous work in the growing daylight and several were hit ; but 
by “ Zero hour ”’ (6.0 a.m. Sept. 3rd) the gap in the wooden bridge had been spanned by the linked 
timbers and it was possible for men to cross. 

Then the British artillery opened fire, and their shells crashed down upon the German positions 
on the southern bank. The platoons of “‘ A’ Company rose to their feet and dashed for the bridge. 
With bayonets fixed they scrambled over the timbers and gained the opposite bank, led by Captain 
A. O. Lloyd and accompanied by Colonel Davies-Evans, who was one of the first across. As the 
barrage lifted the platoons deployed and secured the river bank (c), from which the German rear- 
guards rapidly withdrew. “ B’”’ Company, which had assisted the machine-guns to provide covering 
fire for the attack, then filed across the bridge and the captured position was secured. 

Meanwhile ‘‘ C’”’ and ‘‘ D”’ Companies, under Captain Evers, had made their way across the 
“Meuse "’ Bridge in time to come in on the flank of the retreating enemy and to inflict many 
casualties. Then they worked eastwards along the river bank and joined the other two companies 
near Le Nouveau Monde (d). 

On the left the 2/6th Royal Warwickshire had not as yet been able to cross the Lys, but 
ean Davies-Evans decided to continue the advance, and at about 7.0 a.m. the reunited Battalion 
pushed on. 

The enemy on the left flank had fallen back to a little copse east of Rue de la Lys. That 
copse was strongly held, and machine-guns were also in position between that copse and the village 
of Sailly. Those machine-guns held up the advance on the left flank ; but the right flank companies 
were more successful. Working their way forward under a sharp fire of rifles and machine-guns, 
the Worcestershire platoons succeeded in gaining before nightfall the line of the railway near Laventie. 


(a) There is some discrepancy as to the exact location of that bridge. The Battalion diary says ‘ G.27.c.7.8.” which 
would make it the bridge at Le Nouveau Monde; Brigade and Division diaries say ‘‘ G.27.a.9.4." which 
would put it near Rue de la Lys. It was a temporary wooden bridge and a gap of some thirty feet had been 
blown in the centre. The River Lys at Estaires is a wide stream, comparable to the Severn at Worcester. 

(0) Sergt. G. Taylor was conspicuous among the bridge-builders, inspiring all by his energy and contempt of danger. 
He was awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) Capturing one prisoner, of the 100th Grenadier Regiment. Sergt. J. Pugh led his platoon with great courage and 
ability in this attack ; and was awarded the D.C.M. 

(@) Captain Evers was awarded a bar to his M.C. 
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The passage of the Lys had been successfully effected with surprisingly small loss ; 64 of all 
ranks (a), including two officers. 


All that night the 2/8th Worcestershire remained in the position gained. Touch with the 
troops on the right had not been obtained, and consequently the position was somewhat dangerous ; 
but the enemy made no counter-attack. Before dawn arrangements were made for renewing the 
advance, and with the first light the platoons of the 2/8th Worcestershire felt their way forward. 
Working along hedges and ditches with frequent interchange of fire, the advancing troops gradually 
gained ground. The right flank of the Battalion worked through and past ruined Laventie and the 
centre company gained Rouge de Bout. The left flank, after clearing the copse which had previously 
delayed the advance, was held up by a strong enemy post at Barlette Farm. Touch was established 
with the 2/6th Royal Warwickshire, who had now crossed the river and captured Bac St. Maur; 
but the right flank was still unsupported when darkness closed in. Apparently the German artillery 
was being withdrawn, for the enemy’s opposition during the day had been confined to rifles and 
machine-guns, and the casualties had not been heavy (). 


Next morning (September 5th) the 2/6th Royal Warwickshire, whose left flank had secured 
Fort Rompu, attacked a German post on their front ; and the left flank of the 2/8th Worcestershire 
co-operated by advancing against Barlette Farm. But the machine-guns in the Farm held up the 
attack and little headway was made (c). The weather, hitherto splendid, now broke, and a thunder- 
storm was followed by heavy rain. 

Under that rain the 2/8th Worcestershire held their ground throughout the rest of the day 
while the 59th Division on their right gradually worked up into line. After touch had been gained, 
orders were received that fresh troops of that Division would relieve the 2/8th Worcestershire. The 
relief took place that night, and the Worcestershire battalion marched back through the rain to 
rest at Trou Bayard. Thence on the following afternoon the 2/8th Worcestershire shifted position to 
shelters near Neuf Berquin. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


On the same day and hour at which the 2/8th Worcestershire so brilliantly forced the passage 
of the Lys at Estaires, an equally successful attack was delivered some four miles to the southward 
by the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment. 

The 3rd Worcestershire, it will’be remembered, had moved up from Gonnehem to the canal 
bank near Hinges on August 29th. The 57th Brigade was then in front line, but the 3rd Worcester- 
shire were for the present held back in Brigade Reserve (d). 

The enemy fronting the 19th Division had retired, like their fellows further north, during 
the night of August 29th/30th. In that flat country, closely intersected by hedges and ditches, 
pursuit was no easy business. Cautiously following up the enemy, the British patrols entered the 
deserted ruins of Vieille Chapelle on August 30th. Lacouture was similarly occupied, and patrols 
crossed the little river Loisne only to find themselves held up by the machine-guns of a line of strong 
posts held by the enemy from Estaires to Richebourg St. Vaast. The hostile resistance on that 
line was so well organised that a properly planned attack supported by artillery was necessary 
if the advance was to be continued. Plans were made and orders were issued for an attack on 
September 3rd. 

The convergent advance of several Divisions necessitated a readjustment of the front line. 
Boundaries were altered, with the result that the 57th Brigade of the 19th Division now faced 
Richebourg St. Vaast. To take part in the attack the reserve battalion of the Brigade was brought 
up; that battalion being, as we have said, the 3rd Worcestershire. 

By a curious coincidence the 3rd Worcestershire were now destined to advance over precisely 
the same ground as in the first advance of the Battalion in Flanders. In October 1914 the 3rd 
Worcestershire had advanced through Lacouture to capture Richebourg St. Vaast ; now along 
the same route the Battalion advanced again to capture the same village (e). 


Leaving the reserve position after dark, the 3rd Worcestershire marched forward to Lacouture. 
On the south-western outskirts of that ruined village guides were waiting from the 8th Gloucestershire, 
then holding the forward outpost line, who led the Worcestershire companies forward into the 
positions arranged for the attack. The platoons formed up and lay down in front of the Gloucester- 
shire outposts. 


(a) 10 killed, 2 officers (2/Lt. R. G. Palmer and 2/Lt. E. W. Deane, latter gassed) and 50 N.C.O’s. and men wounded. 
(5) 14 wounded, 2 gassed. (c) 2 killed, 9 wounded. 

(d) On August 30th Colonel Whalley again took over command of the Battalion. 

(e) The only officer of the Battalion present on both occasions was Major (previously Lieut.) R. F. Traill. 
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wists. THE SECOND TAKING OF RICHEBOURG ST. VAAST. 


The attack was to be simultaneous along the front of the 19th Division. On the left flank 
the luth Royal Warwickshire were already in position ; beyond them the 58th Brigade continued 
the line. The Warwickshire battalion would clear the northern outskirts of the village, the 3rd 
Worcestershire would storm the village itself and the three fortified posts beyond it, and on the 
nee flank troops of the 46th (North Midland) Division would co-operate by seizing ‘“ Hindenburg 

ust.” 


At 5.30 a.m. (Sept. 3rd) the British artillery opened with a crash, and behind the barrage 
the attacking battalions advanced. The platoons of the 3rd Worcestershire swept forward through 
the tangle ot broken walls which marked the site of the village and without difficulty captuied the 
three posts in rear. Demoralised by the barrage and by the strength of the attack the enemy 
surrendered at sight, and the attacking platoons pushed on to capture ‘ Lansdowne Post.” That 
little furtress gave more trouble, but was surrounded and captured before 8.0 a.m. (a). Then, 
more cautiously, in the face of long-range fire from several concealed machine-guns, patrols pushed 
forward to the La Bassée Road. The road was crossed, Pont Logy was occupied, and at the end of 
the day the 3rd Worcestershire were holding the left half of the old line of trenches along the road 
eau the very trenches in which the Ist Worcestershire had originally come into action 
in 1914 (6). 


The 46th Division had not advanced far that day, and the right flank of the 3rd Worcestershire 
had to be thrown back that night to maintain touch ; but next morning (September 4th) the North 
Midlanders came on well behind a strong barrage, and the Battalion was able again to advance. 

Pushing forward across the La Bassée Road, the leading platoons of the 3rd Worcestershire 
advanced across the open into Neuve Chapelle Village. There was no opposition. The enemy 
had fallen back to their old front line beyond the village and the Worcestershire platoons were able 
to make their way through the heaps of shattered masonry to the old British trench line facing 
the Bois de Biez. In that advance the right flank of the Battalion had skirted ‘‘ Port Arthur.’ 

The flanking British troops also came up into the old trench line. In front the enemy was 
holding their old trenches in strength, and any attempt to advance across ‘* No Man’s Land” was 
at once stopped dead by machine-guns ; but the German artillery wasted no ammunition on inter- 
fering with the British reoccupation of their former trenches, which were, of course, completely 
dismantled and broken down (c). 

In hopes of a further withdrawal by the enemy, patrols were sent forward before dawn next 
day (September 5th) ; but with no success. The enemy were well entrenched and the patrols were 
badly cut up (d). 

During the next three days the Battalion remained in the same position, reconstructing 
the old trench line by steady work. Several delayed-action mines laid by the enemy exploded 
among the ruins of Neuve Chapelle : fortunately without causing loss (e). One dugout in particular 
had been vacated by Battalion Headquarters only 48 hours before it blew up. 

On the night of September 8th,9th the 3rd Worcestershire were relieved by the 10th Royal 
Warwickshire and moved back to a support position aligned from Richebourg St. Vaast through 
Croix Barbee to Rouge Croix. There the 3rd Worcestershire remained for two days, and then 
marched back into reserve at Hinges. 


Although at Neuve Chapelle itself all attempts to advance beyond the old British front line 
had been checked, further to the right, on the front from Port Arthur to the Ferme d’Avoué, the 
advancing British forces had gained ground. There the old German trench-line formed somewhat 
of asalient. Possibly in order to avoid the inconvenience and loss inevitable in such a position, the 
enemy had straightened back their line, and the British patrols had been able to push forward to 
none cluse range of a strong fortification at the cross-roads of La Tourelle known as Shepherds 

doubt. 

That Redoubt was supported by a second fortification, constructed in the ruins of a large 
Distillery on the main road. The Redoubt and the Distillery together formed a twin fortification 
of great strength. 


(a) Total prisoners captured by the Battalion on September 3rd were 1 officer and 38 men of the German 6th Reserve 
Regiment. A light machine-gun captured in that second taking of Richebourg St. Vaast is now in the 
Regimental Museum. 

(b) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, September 3rd—6 killed, 23 wounded. 

(c) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, September 4th—3 wounded. 

(d) 2/Lt. D. G. Ross killed, 2;Lt. A. S. Abrahall and 1 man missing believed captured, 6 wounded. 

(e) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, September 6th—sth, 2 wounded, of which one died of his wounds. 
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After the successful advance of September 3rd and 4th the 19th Division had extended its 
front to include that sector, relieving the 46th Division who were sent southward to Picardy for the 
great operations there in progress. It was now decided that the 19th Division should continue the 
general pressure on the enemy by an attack on that twin fortification. 


On September 16th (2) the 57th Brigade moved forward from reserve and relieved the 58th 
Brigade in the trenches fronting the twin work. On the right the 10th Royal Warwickshire actually 
faced the twin fortification, the 3rd Worcestershire prolonging the line thence to Port Arthur. A 
quiet first day in the trenches was followed on September 18th by orders for the attack (b). 

The assault on the fortifications was to be made by the 10th Royal Warwickshire. On 
their left the 3rd Worcestershire were to advance their line and to secure the line of the main road 
from La Tourelle to Port Arthur. 


THE AFFAIR OF SHEPHERD’S REDOUBT. 


Early on the morning of September 20th the attack was delivered. On the right the 10th 
Royal Warwickshire advanced from Du Bois Farm behind a strong barrage and captured the two 
fortifications in splendid style. On their left “‘ A’’ Company of the 3rd Worcestershire advanced 
their front without difficulty to the line of the main road. Some 80 prisoners were secured by the 
two battalions, together with several machine-guns. 

Consolidation had been started and the troops were busy digging and wiring under a heavy 
fire when at about 11.0 a.m. the enemy made a strong counter-attack. Using convenient lines of 
approach up the ditches east of the Distillery, the enemy forced the Royal Warwickshire out of the 
ground they had gained and back to their starting line. But on the left flank the Worcestershire cum- 
pany held firm. Tneyared by the bravery of their leader, 2nd Lieutenant J. S. Harvey, “A” 
Company of the 3rd Worcestershire clung to their trenches, throwing back a defensive flank and 
maintaining their position until 1.30 p.m. Then, since touch with the Royal Warwickshire had 
been lost and a gap had opened by which the enemy might easily surround their position, ‘‘ A” 
Company fell back to their original trenches (c). 

The only permanent gain of the day was made by “‘ B”’ Company of the 3rd Worcestershire 
further to the left. Profiting by the attack, an advanced post was pushed forward, which seized 
and held the empty ruined houses known as the “ Seven Sisters ” (d). 


That repulse was not to be endured, and orders were soon issued for a second attack. The 
plan was the same in essentials, but this time the main attack was to be made by the 3rd Worcester- 
shire, the Royal Warwickshire battalion carrying out the subsidiary réle on the left. 


On September 28rd, after three days of comparative quiet (e), the 10th Royal Warwickshire 
took over the left front trenches from the 3rd Worcestershire and the Worcestershire battalion 
moved back into support for two days rest and preparation before the new attack, which had been 
fixed for September 25th. After dark on September 24th the Battalion moved forward to the 
line and relieved the 8th Gloucestershire in the trenches south of Du Bois Farm. 

The relief was complete by 3.0 a.m. The Worcestershire platoons filed forward in the darkness 
ie the positions from which the attack was to be made. A long wait through four hours of darkness 
‘ollowed. 


At 8.0 a.m. the British artillery opened fire and the 3rd Worcestershire attacked. Taught 
by experience the enemy had hastily strengthened their defences, and the approach to the position 
demanded good leadership. But the company officers of the 3rd Worcestershire were by that 
date experienced in war. Captain E. Lattey led ‘‘ B”’ Company skilfully forward to the Distillery 
while on “ B”’ Company's outer flank Lieutenant G. H. Duffield headed a swift encircling movement 
which outflanked the defences. Then the attacking platoons charged in with bomb and bayonet, 


(a) Colonel Whalley took temporary command of the Brigade from September 16th—22nd. In his absence Major 
Traill commanded the Battalion. 

(b) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, September 18th and 19th 1 officer (2/Lt. F. Dixon on September 18th) and 2 men 
killed, 3 wounded. 

(c) For his gallantry in this fight 2/Lieut. Harvey was awarded the M.C. 

(d) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, September 20th, 3 killed, 1 officer (2/Lt. J. S. Simmons) and 16 men wounded. 

(e) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire, September 21st and 22nd, Nil. 23rd, 6 wounded. 
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Company-Sergeant-Major L. W. Birkett being actually the first into the enemy’s trench. Much 
hard fighting took place ; but by 9.30 a.m. the Redoubt and the Distillery had both been stormed, 
over eighty prisoners and ten machine-guns had been taken, and the entrenchment of the new 
Positions was well begun. 

The enemy’s artillery and machine-guns kept up an intermittent fire during the day, but 
otherwise all was quiet until 6.0 p.m. Then, behind a sudden fierce barrage, the expected counter- 
attack came on, from the east across the open. To avoid the barrage on the captured positions 
orders were given for the Worcestershire platoons to push forward into the open and meet the enemy. 
On the right flank Lieutenant E. Chapman dashed out from the trenches, inspiring his platoon of 
young soldiers with such enthusiasm that they surged after him cheering. Lieutenant Duttield led 
forward two platoons ; and at the sight of those oncoming bayonets the enemy wavered and stopped. 
At that moment the British artillery opened a heavy fire, and after a fight at short range in the 
open the enemy fell back in disorder, The line of the 3rd Worcestershire remained intact, although 
on the right some troops of the 55th Division fell back somewhat, and a defensive flank had to be 
formed at the Distillery, 

The night was quiet until after 3.0 a.m. Then once again the enemy’s infantry attempted 
a counter-attack ; which was easily repulsed by fire. Thereafter the enemy bombarded the 
Distillery furiously but made no further attempt to regain it. The position was secured (a). 

On the night of September 26th/27th the 8th Gloucestershire came up and took over the 
captured ground. The 3rd Worcestershire were relieved and moved back into the support line. 
On the following night the 57th Brigade was relieved, and the 3rd Worcestershire marched back 
into reserve at Hinges. 


The Battalion was warmly congratulated on that brilliant little success. A warm message 
of congratulation to Colonel Whalley and the whole Battalion was sent by the Divi isional Commander 
General Jeffreys; and the Brigadier (4) in forwarding the Message added, “I realise that the 
Regimental Motto “ FIRM"’ is as much inwardly implanted in the mind of every officer and man 
of the 3rd Battalion The Worcestershire Regiment as it is outwardly displayed (c).” 


Some few miles to the northward of the 19th Division, the 61st Division, including the 2/8th 
Worcestershire, had also been advancing. After a week's rest in reserve near Neuf Berquin the 
2'8th Worcestershire moved forward again on the evening of September 15th and relieved the 2/4th 
Royal Berkshire in the front line. The line had hardly advanced in the intervening eight days. 
The centre of the Battalion was now opposite Barlette Farm, which the enemy were still holding 
in strength. The enemy’s artillery was active, shelling our positions intermittently ; and another 
form of enemy activity caused general apprehension, for one after another several houses in the 
neighbourhood blew up. Delayed-action mines had been laid in them by the enemy before retreating 
and, although fortunately no great casualties resulted, orders were issued that no houses were to be 
occupied. Battalion Headquarters were therefore compelled to shift from a house at the northern 
end of ruined Laventie to an orchard nearby. 

For six days the Battalion held the front line, six days in which those disquieting explosions 
were the principal topic, varied by the arrival in the trenches one night of an escaped Portuguese 
prisoner from Lille, covered with the mud through which he had crawled, but overjoyed to be back 
in the Allied lines. 

On the night of September 2Ist the Ist East Lancashire again relieved the 2/8th Worcestershire, 
who marched back to billets in ruined houses along the road from Estaires to Neuf Berquin (d). 
There the Battalion remained, resting and training, until September 28th. 


At midday on September 28th great news came spreading through the ranks of the British 
forces in the Lys Valley. To the southward, they learned, the German defences in Picardy had been 
broken by a great attack. To the northward an equally brilliant success had been scored by a new 
offensive at Ypres. 


(a) Casualties 3rd Worcestershire 25th/26th September—12 killed, 2 officers (2Lt./ G. T. Brush M.' ¢. and oy t. B. H. 
Newcombe) and 67 N.C.O’s. and men wounded, 2 missing. For gallantry in that fight the M.C. was awarded 
to Lieutenant Duffield and 2/Lt. E. Chapman. Captain Lattey received a bar to his M.C. and C.S.M. Birkett 
the D.C.M. 

(b) Brig.-Gen. A. J. F. Eden, commanding the 57th Brigade. 

(c) At that period all ranks of the 3rd Battalion wore the Regimental Motto ‘‘ FIRM ” embroidered in white letters 
on a green patch on each shoulder. 

(@) Casualties 2/tbh Worcestershire, September 15th—2Ist. 2 killed, 6 wounded, 
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THE ADVANCE IN THE LYS VALLEY. Sept.— Oct. 1038. 


In anticipation of an early advance, the dispositions of the 6Ist Division were altered. 
2/@1w Hitherto the Divisional front had been held by one Brigade ; now two Brigades were put into the 
line. The 182nd Brigade took over the left half of the Divisional front on September 28th, and 
the 2/8th Worcestershire, fresh from their week of rest near Estaires, relieved a Yeomanry Battalion(a) 
in the front line just south-east of Bac St. Maur. 

No advance was made for some days, but patrols were pushed forward whenever possible, 
and on the night of September 29th/30th a patrol of the 2/8th Worcestershire, while working across 
“No Man’s Land” through heavy rain, made a clever capture of a wandering German of the 49th 
Regiment. It is recorded that “ he was very annoyed at his capture and did his best to make good 
his escape” ; and indeed the 49th, an old Regular regiment of the German Army, seemed to have 
preserved a soldierly spirit longer than some of the units on their right and left ; who were beginning 
to surrender freely. The morale of the German troops was beginning to break, and their retreat 
was confidently expected. 


Before dawn on October 2nd patrols of the 2/8th Worcestershire discovered that the enemy’s 
front-line posts had been abandoned. They could find no sign of the enemy and hastened to repurt. 
Soon all down the line was passcd the word to advance. At dawn on a wide front the forward 
movement commenced. There was little opposition. Away to the left of the 2/8th Worcestershire 
could be heard the stammer of machine-gun fire from the outskirts of Armentiéres, telling that 
the enemy had not yet vacated the ruined town ; but the Worcestershire platoons were able to make 
their way across country with slight loss past Fleurbaix to L’Armee cross-roads and the ruined 
houses of Gris Pot. There some opposition was encountered and, since the troops on the flanks had 
not yet come up into line, the Battalion halted and entrenched. Presently the flanking battalicns 
came up and extendcd the new line until it reached to Bois Grenier and La Boutillerie, the old 
battle-grouncs of 1915. 

“ Well done,” came a message from the Divisional Commander, General Duncan, to the 182nd 
Brigade ; “ your advance to-day is a very smart piece of quick work ; please congratulate all ranks.” 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


177TH The 17th (Pioneer) Battalion of the Regiment had followed on in rear of that advance down 
the Lys Valley. Leaving their camp at La Cuncwele on September 2nd the Headquarters of the 
Battalion had moved a few miles eastward to Petit-sec-Bois. From that centre the working parties 
of the Battalion had laboured busily, repairing roads and improving communications generally. But 
no fighting fell to their lot and the encmy’s artillery were too busy in front to spare many shells 
for the back areas. Su the work of the Pioneers was uneventful, although none the less useful for that. 
As the state of the roads and bridges improved, the work shifted further and further down 
the valley, and eventually the Headquarters of the Battalion were shifted forward on September 
17th to Onyx House near Steenwerck. In that new area, closer to the enemy, the Pioneers came 
in for a certain amount of long range shell-fire, and before the month was out the Battalion had 
sustained three casualtics, one of which proved fatal. ; 
On October 9th Headquarters of the Pioneer Battalion were shifted forward to Weal House 
near L’Hallobeau, and during the following week the Pioneers laboured on the bridges and railways 
around Armentiéres. 


* * * * * * * * * * s s * 


Thus by the first weck in October the German forces had withdrawn entirely from the ground 
they had won in April, and the British forces advancing down the Lys Valley had regained their 
former line. That retreat of the enemy had been hastened indeed by the bold action of the pursuing 
British battalions, but it had been dictated by events elsewhere, by the continuous and increasing 
pressure of the British forces further south upon the German defences in Picardy. There, as we 
shall tell, the main strength of the British armics was being exerted in a great offensive move- 
ment which threatened the essential positions and the vital communications of the enemy. _As that 
offensive developed, the last reserves of the enemy were of necessity drawn to that central battle- 
field and, to overcome that increasing resistance, all the reserves of the British forces were likewise 
thrown into the fight. Hardly had the British Divisions in the Lys Valley achieved the recapture 
of our original line when orders came for them to move south; and in succession the 3rd and the 
2/8th Battalions of the Regiment left Flanders for Picardy, 


(a) 9th Northumberland Fusiliers (Northumberland Hussars.) 
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The 3rd Battalion moved first. The Battalion had hardly got back to billets after the brilliant 
little success at Shepherd’s Redoubt when word came of the impending move. On October Ist 
the Battalion marched from Hinges to Auchel and thence onwards next day to Tangry. After dark 
be ete 4th the 3rd Worcestershire entrained at Bryas and were carried southwards through 
the night. 


The 2/8th Battalion followed close behind. Hardly had the Battalion established their 
new position at Fleurbaix on October 2nd, when news came of immediate relief. That night, troops 
of the 59th Division came up. The 2/8th Worcestershire handed over their half-made trenches 
and marched back in the first light of October 3rd to billets behind Estaires. That evening the 
Battalion was carried back by light railway from La Gorgue to Isbergues and thence marched to 
billets in Mozinghem. On October 6th the 2/8th Worcestershire entrained at Berguette for the south 
to take their part in the decisive battles of the War. 
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Chapter XX. THE VICTORY IN THE BALKANS 


MACEDONIA, 1918. 


URING the autumn of 1918, as we have seen, the German defences on the Western Front 
were slowly yielding before the attacks of the Allied Armies. At the same time a series of 
Allied victories in the outer theatres of war was eliminating Germany’s allies. In quick 
succession Bulgaria, Turkey and Austria were beaten into surrender. 
_ The first to fall was Bulgaria ; and in the final stages of the Macedonian campaign much hard 
work was done by the 11th Worcestershire. 


The spring and summer of 1918 had brought few events of outstanding importance to the 
British army in Macedonia, and least of all to the Divisions of the British XIIth Corps ; which 
had remained inactive, facing the Bulgarian positions between Lake Doiran and the River Vardar. 
At the beginning of September 1918 the positions occupied by the opposing forces were substantially 
the same as those occupied in September 1916. ‘‘ Horseshoe Hill” and ‘‘ Worcester Post,” the 
positions consolidated by the 11th Worcestershire in that first month of the campaign (a), still 
formed part of the most advanced sector of the British line ; though the Battalion itself was at the 
latter date some five miles to the eastward of that old battle-ground. As part of the 26th Division, 
the 11th Worcestershire was holding positions near the banks of the River Vardar. 

The position of the 26th Division had remained unchanged since the New Year. At regular 
intervals the battalions of the Division had changed over between the forward, the support, and the 
reserve positions. When behind the line they had been engaged on working parties, or on training, 
or in games and a general effort to keep fit. 

When in front line (5) patrols, outpost affairs, and small raids were the only form of military 
activity. 

erat little fights of this kind fell to the lot of the 11th Worcestershire during the spring 
months. On January 19th a Worcestershire patrol under Lieutenant E. S. Arundel was caught 
near “‘ Goldies Hill ’’ between two strong patrols of the enemy. The subaltern was severely wounded, 
but by skilful leading succeeded in extricating his patrol without further casualties. 

On March 2nd occurred a more definite fight. A patrol under 2nd Lieutenant C. de Lemos, 
while endeavouring to cut through a belt of the enemy’s wire, on “ Flat Iron Hill,” was attacked by 
ahostile party. A sharp scuffle ensued in the darkness in which the enemy lost heavily, the subaltern 
himself shooting two of the attackers. The firing alarmed the enemy’s line ; flares went up, a heavy 
barrage crashed down, and some two platoons of Bulgarians came forward to drive out the intruders. 
ane supers withdrew his men, and by skilful use of broken ground the patrol regained our lines 
without loss. 


In the middle of March the line was rearranged. The 26th Division once more took over 
from the French the sector immediately east of the River Vardar. There was much the same 
routine im that sector as elsewhere along the front, and the ground was familiar to the Battalion. 
On the evening of March 25th 2nd Lieutenant de Lemos again took out a patrol. This time unfortu- 
nately bright moonlight betrayed his movement. The patrol was ambushed: the subaltern and 
one of his men were wounded and captured. 

After this but little happened until the night of the 29/30th April, when parties of the Battalion 
car.ied out a ‘‘ demonstration ’’ to test the enemy’s defences. The Worcestershire parties crept 
forward into the open and simulated an attack, shouting orders and rattling their accoutrements. 


(a) See pages 138-39. 
(b) The 11th Worcestershire were in the front line as follows :— 
“HO” Sector. 12th—20th January, Casualties 1 officer (2/Lt. E. S. Arundel) and 6 men wounded. 
a 7th—19th February, Casualties 1 killed, 11 wounded. 
ae 20th—27th February, Casualties 2 wounded. 
rs 28th February—3rd March, Casualties nil. 
“LL” Sector. 13th—24th March, Casualties 1 officer (2/Lt. de Lemos) and 1 man missing, 4 wounded. 
feted. 22nd April—12th May, Casualties, 12 wounded. 
ee Ist—30th June, Casualties 1 died of wounds, 1 wounded. 
“M’” Sector. 16th July—13th August, Casualties 1 officer (2/Lt. J. Muir) and 7 men wounded. 
aa accor 30th August—20th September. 
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This had the desired effect. A great number of lights shot upwards from the Bulgarian positions, 
and after a short delay a terrific barrage crashed down (a). The Worcestershire parties, their task 
accomplished, made their way back to safety as best they could. 5 

Several were hit by the bursting shells, and among them was one of the platoon sergeants, 
a fine fighter of great size (b) ; he was severely wounded and unable to move. Private A. J. Harwood 
pluckily stopped with his wounded leader amid the bursting shells and dressed his wound. Then, 
although a much smaller man than the giant sergeant, he slowly hauled him back to the British 
trenches, saving the sergeant’s life at imminent danger to his own (c). 

The total casualties of the demonstrating parties that night were ten wounded; but the 
enemy’s communiqué on the affair spoke of an attack by “ two English battalions ” being repulsed 
with “‘ sanguinary losses.’’ 


Such little affairs as these were the only operations undertaken by the British forces in 
Macedonia throughout the first half of the year. This was not due to any lack of fighting spirit 
on the part of the troops ; but the Bulgarian positions were so strong and their artillery so efficient 
that an attack was most unlikely to bring victory except at disproportionate sacrifice. So the troops 
in Macedonia remained quiescent, building up their strength for an eventual offensive (d). 


Meanwhile on the Western Front the great offensives of the enemy had caused so many 
casualties that officers from the “ quiet ’’ front in Macedonia were permitted to volunteer for service 
in France. Among these was Colonel W. F. Barker, C.M.G., D.S.O., who relinquished the command 
of the 11th Worcestershire and proceeded to France on the 27th April. His place at the head of 
the 11th Worcestershire was taken by Major C. Wheeler, D.S.O. from the 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I. 


On the last day of May the French army West of the Vardar made a strong local attack (¢) 
with successful results. To assist this attack the British forces east of the Vardar carried out a 
series of ‘‘ demonstrations ” to attract the enemy’s reserves. Parties for these demonstrations 
were found by many battalions, including the 11th Worcestershire, then in reserve, who contributed 
both a “ demonstrating ” party of Lewis gunners and rifle-bombers, about 30 in all, and also a party 
for a subsequent raid, about 50 strong. 

The ‘‘ demonstration ’’ was made first. Creeping forward into “‘ No Mans Land ”’ the parties 
of British troops all along the line shouted orders and opened fire with rifle-bombs and Lewis guns. 
“‘ This action was highly successful and succeeded far beyond expectation in “‘ drawing ” the enemy. 
His whole line...........was one blaze of light—Very lights, white, red, and green, three searchlights, 
and bursting of shells, grenades and trench mortars. This barrage was an extremely heavy one; 
and in addition about 12 machine guns and numerous rifles were firing on our demonstration party. 
From the Battalion Command Post it seemed practically impossible for anything to live”’ (/). 
Nevertheless, aided by broken ground of which they made good use, the ‘‘ demonstration parties ” 
succeeded in surviving, and remained in action for some twenty minutes. Then, having exhausted 
their munitions, they crawled: back. The Worcestershire parties had slight losses considering 
what they had endured—1 man missing and 3 wounded. 

Presently the racket died down; darkness and quiet supervened. Now came the time 
for the raids, intended to take the enemy by surprise when they should have deemed that operations 
were over for the night. But the enemy were still wary, and the advance of the raiders again brought 
down a terrific barrage. The raiders had instructions not to push on unless surprise could be 
effected : since surprise was clearly impossible they checked and withdrew without heavy loss (g). 

The operations taught a valuable lesson. Evidently the enemy were very sensitive about 
their line east of the Vardar, covering the frontier of their own country from a direct advance. 
Success would be gained more easily by an attack further west. Thenceforward the Allied Staffs 
envisaged attacks west rather than east of the River Vardar as the decisive operation of any future 
offensive. 4 


In the middle of July the Battalion moved into the trenches on the left of the British line, 
by the banks of the River Vardar, and held those trenches for some four weeks. On the river banks 
the undergrowth was dense and patrolling was difficult. On the night of August 3/4th a strong 


(a) The barrage came down on the enemy’s wire and front line, proving that their intention in case of attack had been 
to evacuate their front line first and then recover it by counter-attack. 
(8) About 18 stone (Battalion Diary). (c) Pte. Harwood was awarded the M.M. 
(2) In King’s Birthday Honours 1918 the following of the Battalion received Decorations. 
Major H. Dippie--D.S.O. Capt. H. J. Fisher—M.C. C.S.M. H. Clarke, Corpl. G. W. Carpenter—M.S.M. 
(e) Called by the French the Battle of the Skra di Legen. 
(f) Battalion Diary. (g) 11th Worcestershire party lost 1 wounded, 
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wee — 


Lt.-Col. C. Wheeler. Lt.-Col. H. Melville Edwards. 


Major T. J. Edwards. 


Transport of wounded down from the front. 


Aus. Sept. 1918, THE ALLIED OFFENSIVF. 


Worcestershire patrol under 2nd Lieutenant J. Muir accidently flushed a covey of partridges and was 
thus betrayed at close range to an enemy post. A fierce little fight ensued, which ended in both 
parties withdrawing with several casualties (a). 

Three nights later a small patrol under Lieutenant J. C. Wilson ncatly surpriscd and capturd 
an enemy listening post, bringing back three men of the Bulgarian 39th Regiment as prisoners. 

On the 30th August another attempted raid was foiled (b) by the strength of the enemy’s 
defences. 

On the 3rd of September an 8 inch shell struck one of the dugouts, smashing it and burying 
several men. Company-Sergeant-Major J. Pardoe, D.C.M. rushed to the spot and was heading the 
efforts to dig out the victims when another great shell struck on the same spot and mortally wounded 
him. The Sergeant-Major was a fine soldier, and his loss was deeply felt. 


During the latter part of August the news of the victories in France thrilled the troops on 
the Macedonian front ; presently they were stirred by other rumours which ran along the line. 
Their passive role was ended. The Allied army in Macedonia was about to take the offensive. 
These reports soon received confirmation, as activity began in all dircctions behind the British 
front. Fresh guns were brought up and placed in position, assembly trenchcs were dug, and camps 
were made for additional troops. Soon it became known that a great new battle was imminent. 

On September 14th the general offensive of the Allied armies was commenced. From Doiran 
to the River Vardar and thence westwards to Monastir the guns redoubled their fire. Next day 
(15th) away near Monastir the French and Serbian armies commenced their attack (c). At the 
same time the 27th Division delivered a local attack near the western bank of the River Vardar. 

The troops of the 78th Brigade were not as yet actually engaged though gun fire was inccssant 
all around them. On September 16th the dispositions of the Brigade were altered. The 11th 
Worcestershire took over the whole front line from ‘‘ The Noze”’ to the River Vardar, while behind 
them the other two battalions of the Brigade (d) concentrated, ready to go through and attack. 


BATTLE OF DOIRAN 1918. 


At dawn on September 18th the British attack began. The 78th Brigade had not been 
intended to take part in the first phase of the battle, which was an attack by British and Greek 
troops over the old battle-ground of the previous year—the “ P’”’ Ridge and the Jumcaux Ravine. 
There the battle raged all day, while the 11th Worcestershire in their position near the River Vardar 
listencd to the gun fire and wondcred when their turn would come. By nightfall joyous news spread 
down the line; the fatal ravine had bcen won, the ‘‘ Petit Couronné”’ had been stormed, Doiran 
town was in our hands. That night the enemy in front of the Worcestershire attempted a small 
raid; but they were easily repulsed. 

Next day (19th) the battle was continued. Once more the 11th Worcestershire had to remain 
quiet in their trenches, for the expected success away to the right had not yet been completed. 
The “ Grand Couronné”’ and the “ P”’ Ridge still resisted attack. Fighting lasted all day, but no 
further success was gained. 

General Milne then decided to ccase his attack and consolidate the ground already won. 
His forces had played their part by holding to thcir front all the enemy’s available reserves. Further 
west the French and Serbian armies near Monastir had broken through the Bulgarian positions 
and were rapidly advancing. There was no object in wasting the strength of his troops against 
prepared positions when those positions were likely soon to be turned. 


So next day (September 20th) the British forces east of the Vardar stood fast. The attack 
formation of the 78th Brigade was broken up. The 11th Worcestershire (e) closed to the right, and 
the 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I. took over the trenches on the river bank. After dark on September 
20th three deserters caine over fiom the Bulgarian lines and surrendered to the Worcestershire, 
stating that they were Macedonian Greeks. 


(a) Those of the Worcestershire were 1 officer (2/Lt. Muir) and 7 men wounded. Tle enemy's loss was 
subsequently stated to have been 3 killed and 9 wounded. 

(b) Casualties, 7 wounded. : 

(c) Known later as the Battle of the Dobropolje (or of the Moglenitza). 

(d) 7th Oxford and Bucks L.I. and 7th Royal Berkshire. The 9th Gloucestershire had left the Brigade in June, 
when the Brigades in Macedonia were reduced to 3 battalions. 

(e) Although the 11th Worcestershire were not actually engaged in the battle of September 18th/19th, the date 
“1918” has been added to the “ Doiran " battle honour granted to the Kegiment, since the Battalicn was 
Present within the pre:cribed ‘ battle-arca.’ 
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The morning of September 21st passed quietly, save for the continual gun fire, punctuated 
at intervals by heavy explosions behind the Bulgarian lines. These explosions became too numerous 
to be accidental. It was realised that the enemy was blowing up their ammunition “ dumps.” 
British Headquarters were meanwhile receiving air reports that the roads for many miles north- 
wards were crowded by moving columns of the enemy. The Bulgarian army was in retreat. 

The enemy’s rifle fire had died away. At 4.30 p.m. orders reached the 11th Worcestershire 
to send forward a patrol to see if a hillock in front, the “ Piton des Mitrailleuses ’’ was still occupied 
by the Bulgarians. Cautiously the patrol, led by 2nd Lieutenant H. W. Preedy, worked forward 
across the open towards the position which they had faced for so many months. No bullets came 
near them. They passed the enemy’s wire, reached the trenches and found them unoccupied. 
Crawling to the skyline beyond they surveyed the position. All around the trenches were empty. 

No bullets came near the patrol, but their appearance on the skyline of the ‘‘ Piton des 
Mitrailleuses ’’ had been observed. Green Very lights shot up from several points, and at that 
signal explusion after explosion shook the ground. The last enemy “ dumps” were being blown 
up on the approach of the British. 

The subaltern reported that the enemy had retired, and at once a general advance began. 
The 11th Worcestershire pushed forward and occupied the abandoned enemy positions of Grand 
Clou, Petit Clou and Jumeau. Darkness was falling, so the troops bivouacked for the night on 
the ground gained. In front the horizon was lit with the glow of flames—stores and buildings set 
on fire by the retreating Bulgarians. 


THE PURSUIT TO THE STRUMITZA. 


During the morning of September 22nd arrangements were made for the pursuit. The 
78th Brigade was organised as a complete ‘‘ Brigade Group’”’ with guns and transport (a) attached. 
By midday all was ready, orders were issued and the advance began (b). 

The delay had enabled the enemy to draw away. The Brigade advanced without resistance 
to the village of Stojakovo, where an outpost line was established. Before dark a few shells pitched 
into the village’; but no harm was done. 

Next day the advance was resumed. Firing was now only to be heard in the distance, as 
the enemy's rear-guards fell back before the pursuing cavalry towards the snow-covered mountains 
of the Belashitza. The 78th Brigade group marched on to Gjavate and then halted for two hours. 
All ranks stripped and bathed joyfully in the River Vardar; welcome spoils were found in the 
shape of deserted market gardens full of ripe tomatoes, enough for the whole Battalion. 

At midday the advance was continued. The Brigade Group marched northward towards 
Chernitza and halted for the night just south of that village. The 11th Worcestershire found the 
outposts for the night, and sent forward a patrol which, passing through empty Chernitza, reached 
Mravintza and found it to be already occupied by Greek troops. 

Next morning (24th) the Brigade pushed forward through Mravintza (c) and advanced across 
the low-lying valley of the Boyimia Dere towards the village of Piravo on the lower slopes of the 
mountains beyond. The enemy’s rearguards were in position on the heights above the village. 
A few shells howled overhead (d) as the troops advanced, and a machine gun opened fire as the 
vanguard neared Piravo. But the village itself was empty and was occupied before dark. The 
troops settled down for the night, but were soon roused by an urgent order to push forward over 
the mountain in front. 

In bright moonlight the 11th Worcestershire assembled at 10.0 p.m. and marched to 
Valandovo; there the 78th Brigade assembled. The other two battalions led the way, and the 
11th Worcestershire followed them as they moved forward in the moonlight along a winding track 
up the face of the mountain, which towered 800 feet (e) above. 

That night advance up the mountain was a strange experience. The narrow track zig- 
zagged in every direction. At times the troops had to file along a track only three feet wide, on the 
edge of a deep ravine. Behind the toiling companies the pack mules of the Battalion transport 
struggled and clattered. 


(a) The Battalion transport was sub-divided into “ pack"’ and “ wheeled” sections. The “ pack” transport 
accompanied the Battalion. The ‘ wheeled ’’ transport was brigaded, and moved independently in rear. 

(6) 1.0 p.m. according to Brigade. 2.30 p.m. according to the Battalion. 

(«:) In Mravintza a wounded British officer of the South Wales Borderers was found, and was sent back. 

(d) Some of these shells burst near the Battalion. pack transport, but the drivers behaved with splendid coclness 
and in the event only one man was hit. 

(e) The “ Fortin Bulgare "1s 1140 teet high. Valandovo village is at an altitude of about 300 feet, 


430 


aa? 


AYGOA 


TNA 
Sime tt Liye 


“NA 


Or 


=) 
V 


mo 
2 
ig) 
n 
St 
r 
Z 


. 0001 aby 
=r 200¢le 


oO 


aes 


Digitiz 


No. 108 THE ADVANCE INTO BULG3ELASHITZA 


BOWE 


eYemkeuym 


1 a 
Ss JR STRUMIB. 


R 


FRONTIER, 
Sa Nin 
we BakS Pe ely Le 
Scale of Miles 10 Yds, 
5 oO & 10 15 2c 
eens seer ee - 2 aE a 


7 


Digitized ty GOOLE 


2th Sept. 1918. THE FIGHT FOR THE MOUNTAIN PASS. 


Dawn found the leading company of the Battalion at the summit of the pass which leads 
down to Izlish. The Royal Berkshire in front were just moving off on their journey down the further 
side. The companies in rear had not yet come up. The Worcestershire company sat down for a 
short halt, doffed their equipment and off-loaded the weary mules. 

Daylight spread swiftly. Suddenly a heavy fire broke out from the heights above the halted 
company, not 500 yards away. Bullets whizzed all around and the troops had only just time to gain 
cover. The daylight had betrayed them to an enemy force placed in position to hold the pass. 
The leading battalions of the Brigade had succeeded in passing through under cover of the darkness, 
but the Worcestershire would have to fight for their passage. 

The enemy were in position on two heights known respectively as ‘‘ Les Trois Pyramides ” 
and ‘‘ Fortin Bulgare.’’ Battalion Headquarters of the Worcestershire had been with the leading 
company, and at once Colonel Wheeler sent messages to the troops in front and rear. Another 
company of the Worcestershire were brought up to the summit of the pass, and the Royal Berkshire, 
turning back on their tracks, endeavoured to surround the enemy’s left flank. 

The leading company of the Worcestershire tried to make a frontal attack, but the slope was 
too steep to be practicable; and after Colonel Wheeler and several of his men had been hit the 
attempt was abandoned. Major Dippie took over command of the Battalion and the remainder of 
the day was spent in making preparations for an organised attack at dusk. 

Before evening came the enemy’s machine gun fire slackened and then ceased. Patrols 
scrambled upwards, worked their way forward to the mountain top and found that the enemy had 
retreated. One Bulgarian was found badly wounded and two dead. The Worcestershire occupied 
the evacuated position and there spent the night (a). 


Nextjmorning (26th) the advance was continued. The Battalion pushed down the mountain 
side to Izlish. There the 78th Brigade reformed, and the advance was continued to Popcevo ; the 
llth Worcestershire this time acting as advanced guard. No enemy were encountered, but the march 
was trying, for the troops were weary, the countryside was parched, there was much dust and no 
water. 

Some water, however, was found at Popcevo, and at that village the 78th Brigade rested 
that night and the following morning. Major Dippie’s health gave way. He was invalided and 
Major H. M. Edwards took over command. At midday (27th) the advance was resumed, and the 
Brigade marched onwards to Strumitza, passing the former Bulgarian frontier. In the valley of the 
Strumitza River the troops made a really pleasant bivouac. Water was plentiful, gardens with 
vegetables were all around, and trees gave a welcome shade ; for the sun was very hot. Six sheep 
also were found and purchased ; a welcome supplement to the rations. 


Meanwhile on all Sides the Allied armies were pressing forward. Before their advance the 
Bulgarian forces were abandoning guns, arms and stores, and were dissolving into a rabble seeking 
their homes. Their hearts had never been in the war, for all that they had fought so well. They 
now wanted peace. 

Already (on September 26th) a Bulgarian delegation asking for terms had been encountered 
by the advanced troops of the 26th Division. A second delegation arrived on September 27th. 
They were sent on to confer with the Allied Headquarters ; the troops continued the advance. 

Without opposition the 78th Brigade group (6) advanced (28th) across the Strumitza valley 
to Jeni Mahale. There the troops bivouacked on rough open ground. Water was lacking. 

Gun fire was heard next morning, and it was learned that the 79th Brigade in front were held 
up near Hamzali. Not till 5.0 p.m. did the 78th Brigade leave its bivouac. Then, as the battalions 
assembled on the road, shrapnel burst in unpleasant proximity. The battalions spread out into 
“ artillery formation ” and advanced thus across country to Hamzali. As darkness fell the Brigade 
reached a convenient ravine east of that village and settled down for the night. 

Hamzali and its environs was a melancholy spectacle. The retreating enemy had been 
heavily bombed by our pursuing aircraft. The village had been wrecked ; dead animals and charred 
bodies lay all around, together with abandoned guns and stores. 

The troops in front had broken the hostile opposition and were moving forward. The 78th 
Brigade were warned that night to be prepared to advance early next morning; but the order 
for that advance did not come ; instead at 7.0 a.m. next morning (September 30th) came a message 
that terms had been granted to the enemy. Hostilities would cease at midday. 


(a) Casualties of the 11th Worcestershire in this fight were—2 killed, Lt. Col. Wheeler, Lt. W. F. Sabin, and 9 men 


wounded. 
(6) The wheeled transport of the Brigade, having marched round by the Rabrovo-Kosturino Road, had now rejoined, 
under the command of Captain W. H, Thorne of the 11th Worcestershire, 
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The first thought of the 11th Worcestershire was to find a better spot to camp than the 
charnel-house at Hamzali. So the Battalion shifted some little way eastward to cleaner ground, 
and then the troops rested cheerfully for twenty-four hours. At midday on October 2nd came word 
that difficulties had arisen in the negotiations and that hostilities might be resumed. The 11th 
Worcestershire was to advance. The Battalion fell in and marched forward up a steep and winding 
road to Palazli. There at nightfall a telegram was received to stand fast. The threat of further 
hostilities had broken the resolution of the Bulgarians ; they had waived their objections and had 
accepted the Allied terms. Bulgaria was definitely out of the war. 


* * * * * * * * * 


On receiving news of the suspension of hostilities, the 11th Worcestershire bivouacked on 
the roadside at Palazli and then marched back to a new camp at Hamzali; where the Battalion 
remained for the next few days, resting, cleaning up, and reorganising (a). 


Bulgaria having capitulated, the occupation of the country was commenced. The 78th 
Brigade group was ordered to march eastward on October 6th down the valley of the Strumitza. 
This proved to be a trying business. Heavy rain started on the day before the march commenced. 
The troops had no cover except a few waterproof sheets. The rain continued for three more days, 
turning into liquid mud the country tracks along which the march had tobe made. Through the 
rain and mud the troops proceeded by five stages down the valley by way of Yenikeui to the Livunovo 
Bridge. There at last, on October 10th, the rain stopped for a little. The Battalion moved on 
next day to bivouac near St. Vrai, and the rain that night came down in torrents. By the morning 
everyone was wet through once more; but presently the sun came out; a hot sun. The troops 
spread their clothes out to dry and bathed in the river till they were ready. : 

Thenceforward the move was more pleasant. The 26th Division advanced by stages up the 
River Struma into Bulgaria. The Worcestershire marched on October 13th to Han Gradishnitza, 
and thence two days later were carried to Krupnik by light railway—a welcome rest for leg-weary 
troops. Then marching was resumed, and the 78th Brigade went on northwards to Simitli and 
Karasukeui. Heat had now succeeded to rain, and the march proved very trying. Next day 
(October 19th) the Brigade marched on through Jumaya, the first town of any size which had been 
passed. The little town was crowded with Bulgarian troops, and the march of the British battalions 
through their midst was a curious experience for all ranks. The conquered enemy showed no resent- 
ment, but stared with evident interest at the victors. Once again the heat was great, and the march 
was very fatiguing. That night the Brigade bivouacked near Kocharinovo. 

Another day of marching took the 78th Brigade to Bobosevo; where the troops entraincd 
on a light railway which carried them to Radoinir. 


THE CONCENTRATION AGAINST ADRIANOPLE. 


The collapse of Bulgaria had set free the Allied forces in Macedonia to strike at othe. enemies. 
The French and Serbians had pushed swiftly northwards through Serbia to the southern frontiers 
of Austria-Hungary. The British forces were now swinging eastwards through Bulgaria to strike at 
the capital of Turkey from the Bulgarian frontier. 

To that frontier, therefore, the 26th Division was now carricd by train from Radomir. The 
llth Worcestershire entrained early in the morning of October 2lst. That move by train was 
a most pleasant surprise for the troops, who had gloomily anticipated weeks of heavy marching. 
The train moved off about 10.0 a.m. and carried the battalions eastwards through the Balkans. 
That afternoon Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria, was passed. Phillipopolis, where the British prisoners 
of war had been confined, was reached shortly before midnight. The troop train moved slowly on- 
ward, and at 11.0 a.m. next morning the Battalion detrained at the frontier station of Mustapha 
Pasha (Svilengrade) (0). 

The Battalion was again in a War Zone. Hardly had the companies detrained when a 
Turkish aeroplane came over. Lewis guns were at once brought into action, and their stammering 
fire sounded from all sides till the aeroplane circled round and withdrew. 

Then the 78th Brigade settled down to make themselves comfortable in bivouac. The 
Brigade transport had not yet arrived, and the bivouac was some way from the station. The 
problem of moving the stores of the British battalions from the station to the bivouac was solved 


(a) Orders were received for all battalions to be organised in two instead of four companies. When this reorganisation 
was complete the two companies of the 11th Worcestershire mustered respectively 176 and 181 N.C.O’s. and 
men, with 17 officers between them. 5 
A welcome arrival at this stage was Capt. F. S. Shaw, who returned from England bearing a supply of 10,000 
cigarettes for the Battalion, Capt. Shaw was appointed Adjutant. 

(6) Sce map facing page 499, 
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by the assistance of a Bulgarian regiment near by. This proved to be none other than the Bulgarian 
39th Regiment, which had so long and bravely fought the Brigade on the banks of the River Vardar. 
The officers of the Bulgarian regiment turned out to welcome their former enemies, and later, at 
the invitation of the Brigadier, the band of the regiment played selections in the British camp. 


Within sight of the camp were the domes and minarets of the Turkish frontier city of 
Adrianople. Plans had been made to attack and capture the city ; but two events delayed movement. 
A serious epidemic of Spanish influenza had broken out among the troops ; and the Turkish Govern- 
ment was already negotiating for an armistice. 

The power of resistance of the Ottoman Empire was nearly at an end. Both in Palestine 
and in Mesopotamia the Turkish armies had been almost annihilated. On September 19th, while 
the British army in Macedonia was battering at the Doiran position, the British army in Palestine 
had opened the swiftest and most dramatic of the offensives of the Great War. Damascus had 
fallen on October Ist, and the victorious British cavalry had swept up the Syrian coast to Aleppo. 
In Mesopotamia the British forces had commenced that last advance which was to end in the crushing 
victory of Sharqat and the occupation of Mosul. Everywhere the Turkish armies were collapsing 
in rout. Now this fresh thrust from the Bulgarian frontier menaced the Turkish capital; and 
the enemy had no troops to meet the new danger. The Turkish Government had set General 
Townshend free on parole to ask for terms. 


So for a week the troops of the 26th Division stayed in bivouac, while influenza ra ed in 
the lines. Before the troops were really fit for movement, word came, on October 3lst, that 
hostilities were over ; Turkey had surrendered. 


Wrecked bridge over the Struma. 
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Chapter XXL THE VICTORY IN ITALY. © 


HE surrender of Bulgaria and of Turkey was swiftly followed by the final defeat of Austria- 
Hungary ; and that last act of the Italian campaign brought much hard fighting and marching 
to the 1/7th Worcestershire. 


The Empire of the Hapsburgs, after four years of war, had been strained to the breaking 
point. The Austrian Army had met with a long series of reverses which only troops imbued with 
a high patriotism could have endured ; and the majority of troops in the Austrian Army had no such 
high patriotism to buoy them up. The Germans of Austria fought well enough, as also did the 
Hungarian regiments ; but a good half of the forces of the Empire were composed of other nationali- 
ties—Czechs, Croats, Slovaks, Slovenes, Poles from Galicia, and Roumanians from Transylvania. 
These had little will to fight and every inducement to abandon the struggle. Political propaganda 
was rife among the Austrian forces; Republican, Socialist and Bolshevik teachings impaired 
discipline and undermined the confidence of the troops. So it was that, when the end came, the 
collapse of the Austrian Army was of a kind never before witnessed in any civilised country. 

That collapse was prepared by the sapping of those moral qualities on which military success 
is based. We have told of the repulse of the last Austrian offensive in June 1918, and of the series 
of raids by which, in August of that year, the British forces on the Asiago Plateau had scourged 
their enemies. Those fierce little thrusts had their effect ; and during September, when the British 
Brigades were weakened by the despatch of battalions to France, the Austrian troops made no 
attempt to try any aggressive action. 


The reduction of Brigades to three battalions entailed longer tours in the front line; for 
only one battalion at a time could be given rest in the support trenches. The 1/7th Worcestershire 
found themselves, in consequence, more often in the front trenches than before that reorganization ; 
but the new quietness of the sector resulted in the losses being slight (a). 

é On September 23rd came an incident which foreshadowed the Austrian debacle. A patrol 
of the Battalion led by Lieut. J. Parkes, encountered three Austrian soldiers near Morar House and 
Pte. H. Robinson captured them without a shot being fired (b). They were Roumanians, and wer 
delighted at being captured. Next night a deserter of the same nationality came over and gave 
himself up. The enemy, he stated, were in the depths of depression, and were about to withdraw 
toa line further back, the ‘‘ Winterstellung,”’ prepared for defence through the coming ccld weathcr: 


The policy of constant raids was thaintained without intermission. On October 3rd Ave 
was raided by the 1/6th Royal Warwickshire, and a week later the 1/7th Worcestershire (c) carried 
out a raid, their first big raid in Italy, against the enemy positions at Sec. 

All four companies of the Battalion were employed in the attack ; ‘“‘ A’ and “‘ B ” Companies 
in front line, ‘“‘C”’ and ‘“‘ D” Companies in support. 

The weather had broken, and the Plateau was veiled in driving rain as the companies 
assembled in the darkness and moved forward. Direction was difficult to keep, but the arrangements 
had been carefully made ; by 2.10 a.m. on October 11th all four companies were in the appointed 
position, formed up in the open within striking distance of the enemy’s line. Then the British 
barrage came down through the rain and the companies surged forward. The guns lifted their 
fire and the attack flooded over the Austrian position. 

Steady bombardment had reduced the Austrian front line to a collection of shell holes, so 
unrecognizable in the darkness that at many points the attackers passed straight on without realizing 
that they had gained their objective. There was some spluttering fire, but the enemy in the front 
line had no heart for fight and ran at once when attacked. The hostile artillery were firing fiercely, 
and shells were crashing down all around, but the Worcestershire platoons pushed on to their final 
objective, the Austrian trenches near Maddalena. There more serious prpos en was encountered. 
At one point a machine-gun spat fire through the driving rain. Lieut. H. E. Halliday with a few of 
his men rushed the gun and killed or captured its team (@). Further along the line 2/Lt. D. Lindsay 


(4) 1/7th Worcestershire in front line 10th—14th September, 18th—26th September : in support trenches Octobe! 
3rd—I1 1th. On October 6th 2/Lt. A. E. Haines was wounded. 

(b) Pte. Robinson was awarded the M.M. 

(c) The Battalion was commanded by Major Adshead, Lt. Colonel Tomkinson being on leave. 

(d) Lt. Halliday and 2/Lt. Lindsay were awarded the M.C. 

(e) For the area of these operations see maps facing pages 389 and 3865. 
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led his platoon most gallantly, rushing several enemy posts in quick succession. Sergeant I. A. 
Fellows, accompanied by only one of his men, captured six of the enemy (a). All along the line the 
Worcestershire lads bombed dugouts and herded in prisoners. 

The signal to withdraw was given by a ‘‘ Golden Rain” rocket which soared upwards through 
the downpour, and the platoons waded back through deep mud to their own trenches, bringing with 
them 32 prisoners and three machine guns (b). Casualties, when counted, were not severe—3 
killed, 1 officer (c) and 21 other ranks wounded. 


Then followed a fortnight of successive rumours and contradictions. The news of successive 
victories both in France and in the Eastern theatres of war was greatly stimulating the troops, 
and it was felt that great events were at hand; but what course those events would take in Italy 
was most uncertain. It was at first believed that the British forces would be withdrawn to France. 
Then the other British troops, the 7th and 23rd Divisions, were shifted away from the Plateau and 
down to the Piave front. The 48th Division was left alone on the Plateau as part of the Italian 
Sixth Army—a move which profoundly puzzled the enemy. 

From October 12th onwards for a week the 1/7th Worcestershire held part of the front line. 
Conditions were miserable, rain fell continuously, and constant patrols failed to discover any signs 
of enemy activity. Nothing occurred of any importance. On October 20th (d) the Battalion 
was relieved by the 1/4th Oxford and Bucks L.I. and marched back to camp at Granezza. 

By that date it was widely known that an attack on a large scale was in preparation on the - 
Piave front to the southward. Success was anticipated, for it was known that the enemy’s morale 
was at the lowest possible pitch. If proof of this were needed it was amply supplied by the 1/4th 
Gloucestershire, who carried out a big raid against Ave on the night of October 23/24th and captured 
no fewer than 217 prisoners. 


BATTLE OF VITTORIO VENETO. 


Next morning (October 24th) all along the line the Allied artillery opened a systematic 
bombardment. The great offensive had begun. 

It was not part of the plan that any attack should be made on the Plateau, and so for some 
days the troops of the 48th Division remained quiet, whilst the guns thundered continually, and good 
news of progress came in at intervals from the South. On October 28th the 144th Brigade relieved 
the 145th Brigade in the left sector of the Divisional front. The two Gloucestershire Battalions 
of the 144th Brigade took over the front line, with the 1/7th Worcestershire in support. Next 
night (October 28/29th) troops of the 143rd Brigade raided the Austrian trenches at Sec and found 
them empty. The enemy had withdrawn. 

Orders came to gain touch with the enemy in their new position, and the 144th Brigade 
ordered one company of the 1/7th Worcestershire to go forward as advanced guard. “A” 
Company (e) was selected, and under command of Captain Prescott pushed forward on the evening 
of October 29th. After a difficult advance of over two miles in pitch darkness across the enemy's 
‘abandoned trenches, Captain Prescott’s little force reached at dawn (October 30th) the ruins of 
Camporovere. On the far side of that village they were fired on and held up. Captain Prescott 
disposed his platoons around the village and prepared to hold his ground. Daylight showed the 
enemy strongly posted on the dominating height beyond the village. The Austrians opened a 
hot fire with rifles, machine-guns and trench mortars. The Worcestershire platoons took such 
Cover as was available and returned the fire. The fight raged all that day with varying fortune. 
One of the Worcestershire platoons became involved in a hand-to-hand fight in the village and was 
badly cut up by superior numbers of the enemy. The subaltern (f) was wounded and captured, and 
several of his men were killed. But superior numbers did not ensure success to the enemy in every Case. 
A group of twelve Austrians attacked Sergt. W. B. Marchant and Pte. W. Hudson. The two isolated 
oe soldiers charged with the bavonct. Three of the enemy surrendered and the others 

led (g). 


Mi 2/Lieut. E. K. Wenham. See page 437. 
) Sergt. Marchant and Pte. Hudson were awarded the M.M. The M.M. was also awarded to Sgt. G. V. Jackson 
and Sgt. C. H. Harling. . 
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When darkness closed down, Captain Prescott’s force was still holding firm to their positions 
of the morning. The rest of the Brigade had closed up behind them. ‘‘ B” Company of the 1/7th 
Worcestershire took over the position at Camporovere, and Captain Prescott took his men back 
to rest (a). 


Meanwhile, though the troops knew it not, the thrust of the Italian armies further south had 
broken the back of the Austrian resistance. The French troops on the right of the 48th Division 
sent word that they were about to advance ; and General Walker, after obtaining permission from 
the Italian Staff, prepared to attack the “ Winterstellung ”’ on the following day. 

The attack was to be made by the 144th Brigade on the left against the trenches north of 
Camporovere, and by the 145th Brigade on the right against the Monte Catz. The 143rd Brigade 
were held back in reserve. 

The 144th Brigade attacked at dawn of November Ist with the two Gloucestershire battalions. 
The 1/7th Worcestershire were kept back as support. Throughout the morning the Battalion lay 
in the old British front line listening to heavy firing in front, to the rattle of musketry and the stammer 
of machine gun fire. Presently, about 10.0 a.m., came word that the two Gloucestershire battalions 
had been held up. 

On the right, however, the 145th Brigade had captured Monte Catz, and General Walker 
now decided to exploit that latter success. He ordered the 1/7th Worcestershire to move to the ground 
taken by the 145th Brigade ; thence the Battalion was to incline to the left, to capture Monte 
Mosciach and Monte Dorbellele, and thus to take in reverse the enemy trenches on Monte Interotto 
and above Camporovere. 

Those orders reached the 1/7th Worcestershire soon after midday. The Battalion moved 
off as soon as possible towards Asiago. The companies made their way with difficulty across broken 
ground, under shell fire from the heights above. North-east of the ruins of Asiago the Battalion 
concentrated under cover in the Val-dell-Orco, whilst the Commanding Officer (6) and Adjutant (c) 
conferred with the 145th Brigade and reconnoitred the position. Then an advance was ordered 
to the northern side of Monte Catz. By that time the troops were very tired, and the struggle uphill 
was most exhausting, but by dint of great efforts the Battalion concentrated, as darkness fell, near 
Beeale ready to attack Monte Mosciach next day. They had ascended 1000 feet in little more than 
two miles. 

That night was bitterly cold, and the weary troops at an altitude of about 4000 feet had 
neither greatcoats nor shelter ; but guides had been left along the route, and late that night, thanks 
to the abilty and energy of the Quartermaster (d) and the Battalion transport officer (c) and to the 
devotion of their men, the troops on the mountain-side received rations, a mail and some few comforts. 


At dawn (November 2nd) the Battalion deployed, and the troops addressed themselves to 
the storming of Monte Mosciach, which rose sharply above them for another 1000 feet—steep slopes 
covered with a dense pine forest. 

Up through the pine forest the platoons toiled. A few shots rang out through the trees and 
were sharply answered by the leading files; but soon it became clear that no formal resistance 
was to be encountered. Many deserted guns were seen and passed in the wood. Groups of the 
enemy put their hands up at sight. The pine woods were everywhere scarred and broken by the 
effects of artillery fire. 

After a severe climb, ‘‘ B”’ Company reached the crest of Monte Dorbellele ( f) about 7.0 a.m. 
and ‘“‘C” Company secured without loss the summit of Monte Mosciach (g). Then “A” and 
“D” Companies were ordered to wheel southwards on to Monte Interotto; which summit was 
occupied by the two companies about 9.0 a.m. The enemy seemed to have vanished. Up the 
southern slopes of Interotto were climbing the leading platoons of the two Gloucestershire battalions, 
who had now found their advance unopposed. i 

The task allotted to the Battalion had thus been successfully accomplished. Weary with 
their exertions, the Worcestershire companies rested on the captured summits, counting prisoners 
and booty (h), while the battalions of the 143rd Brigade moved up from reserve and filed forward up 
the gloomy Val d’Assa. There was a splutter of firing from Monte Meatta; which was stormed 


(a) Captain Prescott’s force marched back to the former British trenches. For his gallantry in this fight Captain 
Prescott was awarded a 2nd bar to his M.C. 

(b) Lt.-Col. F. M. Tomkinson, D.S.O. (c) Lt. R. S. Leake. 

(ad) Lieut. W. J. Jones. (e) Lieut. R. L. Bartlett. (f) Height 1551 metres. (g) Height 1561 metres. 

(A) 1/ith Worcestershire in those operations took about 75 prisoners and 3 machine guns. Numbers of abandon! 74 
guns were found and passed, notably 9 guns on the northern slope of M. Dorbellele,3 guns between M. Mosca’ 
and M. Interotto, and two or three complete batteries west of M. Mosciach, 
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(1) The road up the Val d’Assa (Imp. War Musewm Copyright). (2) The 1/7th Worcestershire with captured Austrian Guns. 
(3) The road down to the Val Sugana (/mp. War Museum Copyright). (4) Abandoned Austrian Gung anid) Trangport (Jp. War Museum Copel’ 


tnd!th Noo. 1918. THE RUIN OF AN ARMY. 


about midday by the 1/4th Oxford and Bucks L.I. That was the last show of resistance. Clearly 
the enemy were in full retreat. Presently came word that the 48th Division would advance along 
the Val d’Assa, with the 143rd Brigade as advanced guard and the 144th Brigade at the head of 
th. main body. 

The 1/7th Worcestershire was ordered to concentrate at the junction of the Val d’Assa and 
the Val Portule. It took time to send the message to the scattered companies, and it took still 
more time for the companies to find their way down the mountain slope through the dense forest 
to the rendezvous fifteen hundred feet below. It was dusk before the whole Battalion had assembled. 
The other battalions of the 144th Brigade came up. The Brigade moved forward a short way and 
then halted for the night at the junction of the two valleys. Shelter was found for some of the troops 
in huts near by, but most of the 1/7th Worcestershire had once more to pass the night in the open (a). 
Mercifully the weather remained fine. It was bitterly cold, but rations arrived, and not even the 
great weariness of all ranks could depress their elation at the obvious collapse of the enemy. 


The depth of that collapse was not realised until the next day. Before it was light (b) the 
Brigade assembled and marched forward up the Val d’Assa. Presently dawn revealed the dark 
pine-clad slopes of that great rift in the mountains, the gloom of whose appearance is said to have 
inspired the opening canto of Dante’s Inferno. There, if anywhere, was ideal ground for delaying 
action by a retreating enemy. But there was neither sound nor sign of any such action. Instead 
the marching column passed on every side clear proofs of the ruin of a great army. At first there 
were indications of some sort of discipline in the retreat. Abandoned guns were passed, but their 
breech blocks had been removed ; huts also had been burned, and attempts had been made to blow 
up the road. Presently, however, came signs of a more disorderly retreat. The roadsides were 
littered with jettisoned rifles and equipment, wagons with traces cut, and undamaged guns. The 
spirits of the troops rose ever higher. All were weary and most were footsore, but excitement was 
running like wildfire down the ranks, and not a man of the 1/7th Worcestershire fell out. 

Presently came a roar of cheering from the marching troops in front (c). The frontier had 
been reached : the border post of Ost del Termine ; and the troops were about to enter enemy territory 
—the first Division of the British Army to enter enemy territory in the Western Theatre of War. 


Amazement grew at the sights which met the eyes of the marching troops. At Ost del 
Termine nearly a ‘hundred abandoned guns were crowded together—an astounding sign of the 
enemy’s collapse. 

Then from all sides Austrian soldiers came crowding down from the forest to the road. Most 
of them were without arms, but several hundreds still carried rifles ; which they were made to lay 
down. They had taken to the woods at first, but seeing that the British did not fire at them they 
came in to surrender ; they were sick cf the war. Presently a noise of trumpets from the woods 
heralded the appearance of an Austrian General, a Corps Commander, who came down the slope 
preceded by two trumpeters and by one officer carrying a white flag. They were all that were 
left to him of his Army Corps ; the rest had surrendered or deserted. 


The march was continued to Vezzena. There the 1/7th Royal Warwickshire of the advanced 
guard were found, guarding with difficulty some 3,000 prisoners, while others of the disbanded 
enemy were assembling fast from every side. The 144th Brigade halted there for a short rest, for 
the advance had reached the head of the Val d’Assa. 

General Walker decided to continue the advance, and the march was resumed along a steep 
rough road to the crest of the ridge beyond Vezzena. Then over the crest line and down a winding 
mountain track, down along the edge of a precipice, down steep wooded slopes, three thousand 
feet down into the broad Val Sugana. In that valley the 144th Brigade halted for the night and 
found billets at Caldonazzo. In front of them the advanced guard was already at Levicu. 

Thousands of disbanded Austrian soldiers were wandering about and looting in every 
direction. The civilian inhabitants were gladly pillaging the Austrian stores. They were Italians 
by race, those inhabitants, and for them this was the greatest of all days, the day of their freedom 
from the Austrian yoke. 


Next morning (November 4th) the advance was resumed through Levico and Pergine. A 
few random shots were fired from the mountain sides but there was no organised resistance. The 


inhabitants of the villages hung out Italian flags and appeared to be busy looting the houses of ~ 


(a) During the night bitter feelings were aroused by the news that the dead body of 2/Lieut E. K. Wenham had been 
found nearby, The subaltern had only been disabled when captured three days before, and there was 
unfortunately little doubt that he had been foully murdered by some of the retreating and demoralized enemy. 

(b) 3a.m. Nov. 3rd. 

{c) The 1/7th Worcestershire were marching behind the other two battalions of their Brigade. 
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Austrians in the vicinity. Beyond Pergine (a) a tng herd was made to enable Italian troops moving 
up from the south to march into Trent. Then the British troops marched on again, and the 1/7th 
Worcestershire billetted that night at the quaint mountain village of Seregnano (b). 

At 3.0 o'clock that afternoon the armistice which had been granted to Austria came into 
force, and that night the troops slept in peace. They were very weary. Following on their forty- 
eight hours of mountain climbing up and down Monte Catz and Monte Mosciach, they had since 
marched forty miles in two days. But they had witnessed one of the most astounding spectacles 
of the war; the utter collapse of one of the great Armies of history. They had taken prisoners 
and guns on a scale hitherto unimagined in European warfare (c). They had seen the principal 
Ally of Germany humbled in utter ruin. 


(a) At Pergine some French aeroplanes, whlch had flown over from the Venetian plain, alighted close to the 
marching troops in a burnt-out Austrian aerodrome. 
(b) Seregnano had previously been the Austrian Corps Headquarters. 
(c) The 48th Division alone had taken over 20,000 prisoners, more than 500 guns, and vast quantities of stores. 
Note—The following decorations were awarded for these final operations to the 1/7th Worcestershire —— , 
Italian Croce di Guerra—Lt. Colonel F. M. Tomkinson, Capt. F, L. Gadsby, Lieut. R. L. Bartlett and Lieut. 
R. S. Leake. 
Italian Bronze Medal—Cpl. J. Salter. Bar to M.M.—Cpl. C. F. Davies, Cpl. W. J. Porter. 
M.M.—Sgt. T. J. Howells, Sgt. P. Dalton, Cpl. C. Hill, Cpl. E. B. Yapp, Ptes, G. Coggs, J. Round, G. Southall, 
J. Bannister, W. Hudson, L. Taylor, F. Harrison, M. J. Balding. 
In addition, Major E. L. G, Lawrence of the Regiment, then serving on the Staff in Italy, was awarded the 
D.S.O. 
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Chapter XXIL 
THE VICTORY IN FRANCE AND FLANDERS 


N September 1918 the long struggle on the Western front was nearing its climax. The great 
| German offensives of the Spring months had been checked and stopped before the last week 
of July ; and the ground gained by the enemy had been retaken by the French and British 
counter-strokes. The enemy had been forced back, step by step, across the battle-fields, 
back to that barner-line of fortified positions from which the German onslaught had been launched, 
That fortified zone—-the “ Hindenburg Line,” which had already borne so notable a part in 
the fighting of the previous year—-was now once more the dominating factor in the situation. If 
that bulwark held firm the shaken German Armies would be able to stave off defeat until the winter 
rains should make decisive battle impossible ; and then the only alternative to another year of war 
would be a peace by negotiation. But if that bulwark could be broken, the German Armies would 
be faced by disaster. ‘Ihe defences of the Hindenburg Line were the strongest in France: if they 
failed no weaker position could hope to make a prolonged resistance ; and the situation of the enemy 
was such that they could not afford to make a long retreat. From Ypres to Verdun the German 
Arinies were deployed on a great semi-circle like the edge of a fan; and behind that front their 
lines of communication ran back converging, like the spokes of the fan, to meet together at last 
in that bottleneck of Liege through which they had stormed their way in the first month of the 
War. The German armies, if forced back from their positions, Would be driven in upon each other : 
their supply situation would become more difficult with every mile they retreated ; and such a con- 
verging retreat could only end in disaster. 
Thus the decision on the Western Front depended upon the ability of the Allied Armies to 
continue their successful offensive and to break the Hindenburg Line by a direct attack. 


The difficulty of that attack was fully realized. During the three previous years positions 
less elaborately fortified had successfully resisted all attempts ; and there were many in high places 
at home who wished to defer the attack on the Hindenburg Line until the following Spring (a), 
when the American forces should have assembled in greater strength, and when the munition 
factories of Great Britain should have created an armada of new and formidable tanks to overwhelm 
the German defences. But Sir Douglas Haig was resolute for an immediate attack ; and he had 
good reasons for his decision. 

Despite the losses of the spring months the forces under his command were in good condition 
and ready for battles Reinforcements had refilled the ranks of the fighting battalions ; and, thanks 
to the efforts of the workers at home, the British Armies were, for the first time (b), amply supplied 
with both guns and ammunition ; but considerations more subtle than mere guns and numbers 
impelled the decision of the British Commander-in-Chief. 

He had watched the stubborn defence of his British troops in March and April: he had seen 
them tried to the utmost but never despairing and still grimly maintaining the battle : he had felt 
their response to his appeal when he had called on them “ with backs to the wall” to fight to the 
last ; and he had seen the power and drive of their renewed attacks in August and the early days of 
September. On the other hand he could weigh the weakening of the enemy by the long pressure 
of the British attacks of the two previous years, by the sacrifice of their best battaliorts in March 
and April, and by the sapping effect of the naval blockade. He had witnessed the sudden collapse 
of the German troops betore the attack at Amiens on August 8th; and he could judge from daily 
Teports the influence on the German people of the incessant propaganda both of the Allied Powers 
and of subversive Bolshevik Russia. He estimated that the morale of the German Armies had been 
shaken by their recent defeats ; and that if the enemy were allowed no breathing-space in which to 
recover and reform they would be unable, even behind their most elaborate defences, to resist an 
attack pressed home by the full strength of the forces at his command. Marshal Foch was of the 
same opinion ; and the Allied commanders laid their plans for the decisive attack. 


(a) See ‘* Sir Douglas Haig’s Command " Vol. II., pages 269-270 and 310. For the arca of these operations see map 
facing page 415. 

(b) “ Throughout the Somme Battle (1916) the expenditure of artillery ammunition had to be watched with the 
greatest care. During the battles of 1917, ammunition was plentiful, but the gun situation was a cause of 
constant anxiety. Only in 1918 was it possible to conduct artillery operations independently of any limiting 
consideration other than that of transport.” (Sir D. Haig’s Final Despatch). 
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A series of hammer-blows were to strike all along the enemy’s semi-circular front. On the 
western flank the Americans of Pershing and the French Fourth Army under General Gouraud 
were to attack through the difficult country of the Argonne and Champagne. On the northern 
flank the King of the Belgians was placed in command of a mixed army—British, French and Belgian 
—which was to advance from Ypres towards Ghent. In the centre the main force of the Bnush 
Armies was to strike the strongest and most vital part of the enemy’s prepared defences—the Hinden- 
burg Line between Cambrai and St. Quentin. 

That decisive attack would need the utmost power of the British forces ; and all available 
troops and guns were concentrated to ensure success. Reserve formations were brought up into the 
fighting line ; the best Divisions were withdrawn from the Lys front to swell the forces in Picardy ; 
and other Divisions were formed of battalions withdrawn from the less vital theatres of war, from 
Palestine, Macedonia and Italy. So it came about that six Battalions of the Regiment took part 
in the decisive struggle of the War, the Battles of the Hindenburg Line. 


The 2nd Battalion of the Regiment entered the battle-area in September. During the first 
2np _ fortnight of that month the Battalion (a) had been training busily around Sus-St. Leger. On Septem- 
ber 15th that training came to an end ; and the 2nd Worcestershire, together with the other battalions 
of the 100th Brigade, were carried forward in busses across the old Somme battlefield to Longueval. 
The Worcestershire companies were quartered in dugouts among the tree stumps of Delville Wood, 
hard by the very ground which the Battalion had captured in August 1916. 

After two more days of practising the attack, the 100th Brigade marched forward on September 
18th in heavy rain through Les Boeufs, Le Transloy, Rocquigny and Bus to Lechelle. In front of 
them a thunder of gun-fire told of the battle in which other troops of the Third Army were even 
then fighting their way up the ridge of Epehy. 

Taught by their experience of the previous year, the enemy had reorganised their defence 
in greaterdepth. The Hindenburg Line had been strengthened by the creation of a fortified “forward 
zone’ on the heights around Epehy and Gouzeaucourt. Before the attack on the main line could 
be launched those forward positions had to be taken; and the attack on those forward positions 
was to be carried out in successive stages. After the capture of Epehy the 33rd Division was to 
pass through the victorious troops, and was to clear the long spurs which run down from Epehy 
by Ossus and Villers Guislain to the St. Quentin Canal. 


ACTIONS EAST OF EPEHY (6). 


On September 19th the 2nd Worcestershire marched forward from Lechelle to Equancourt. 
There the troops bivouacked in the open, constructing rough shelters from corrugated iron and 
timbers fetched from the ruined village of Fins. In front of them the 19th Brigade had taken over 
the front line at Epehy, and the Battalion was to be attached to that Brigade to assist them in their 
forthcoming attack. After dark on the following evening (September 20th) the 2nd Worcestershire 
marched up the slope to Epehy, passed through that ruined village and settled down into reserve 
trenches behind the front of attack. 


Between the crest line at Epehy and the St. Quentin Canal the enemy’s forward positions 
included two main lines of trenches, the second line being the stronger and the more definite. That 
second trench line passed over the eastern ends of both ‘‘ Seventeen Spur’’ and ‘‘ Lark Spur.” 
The strong field works on those two heights were linked up by “‘ Pigeon Trench,” which ran lke a 
long scar across the Targelle Valley between the two spurs. Nearly a mile west of the site of 
“Pigeon Trench’ a deep sunken road called “ Gloster Road,”’ furrowed the valley. Some two 
hundred yards west of ‘‘ Gloster Road”’ was sited the enemy’s first line of defence: a straggling 
trench line, strengthened at intervals by elaborate redoubts—“ Limerick Post’ on the crest of 
Lark Spur, ‘‘ Meath Post” half-a-mile further north. 


(a) On moving down from Flanders, the Battalion had detraincd on August 29th at Bouquemaison, and had thea 
marched to billets at Sus-St. Leger. 

(6) Those actions form part of the great scries of ‘‘ Battles of the Hindenburg Line’; which is the official covering 
title for all the fighting from September 12th to October 9th, including the individual battles of the Canal 
du Nord, etc., which we are about to describe. 
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At dawn on September 21st the supporting British artillery opened fire, and two battalions 
of the 19th Brigade, the Ist Queen’s and the Ist Cameronians, attacked Limerick and Meath Posts. 
The defences of those two redoubts were strong, and both attacks failed. That evening a renewed 
attack by the supporting battalion, the 5th Scottish Rifles, succeeded in taking Meath Post. 


So far the 2nd Worcestershire had not been actively engaged. Orders were now given that 
the Battalion would relieve the 1st Queen’s in the front line and would renew the attack on Limerick 
Post. After a day of heavy rain, the Worcestershire platoons filed forward after dark on September 
22nd and took over the front linc. At dawn (a) next morning (September 23rd) the British artillery 
again opened fire. “A” and “ B”’ Companies of the 2nd Worcestershire advanced with difficulty 
across the slippery ground and made a converging attack on Limerick Post. In spite of a storm of 
German shells the redoubt was reached and was rushed with the bayonet ; but no opposition was 
met. Save for the dead and a few wounded men the defences were empty ; the enemy had fallen 
back (6). 

The rest: of the 100th Brigade were brought up, and preparations were made for further 
attacks to gain possession of the whole crest of Lark Spur. From Limerick Post broken trenches 
ran eastward along that spur to the end of the crest-line, where a complicated group of trenches was 
known as “ Dados Loop.’ Those trenches were to the right of the frontage held by the 2nd 
Worcestershire. Straight in front the enemy were strongly posted in the sunken ‘‘ Gloster Road.” 

During the next four days fighting went on intermittently across the spurs and valleys east 
of Epehy. On the right of the 2nd Worcestershire the 12th Division made several attacks to gain 
‘Dados Loop,’’ but those attacks were not successful ; nor was any better result gained by bombing 
parties of the 2nd Worcestershire who endeavoured to seize the Cross-Roads on their right front. 
The Cross-Roads were strongly held, and German machine-guns drove back every advance (c). 


While the 33rd Division was thus fighting to gain the last lines of the enemy’s forward zone, 
the main forces of the British Armies were closing up behind them for the decisive attack. Fresh 
Divisions were being brought up from reserve. One of these fresh formations was the reconstituted 
25th Division, which now included the 1/8th Battalion of the Regiment. 


The 1/8th Worcestershire had been one of the battalions selected to be withdrawn from the 
forces in Italy to strengthen the army in France for the decisive battle. On September 14th the 
Battalion had entrained at Thiene. A protracted journey of three nights and days in the troop 
train brought the Battalion to St. Riquier in the evening of September 17th (d). Thence the 
Battalion marched to pleasant billets at Agenvillers, near the old battlefield of Crecy. 

The three battalions sent from the 48th Division (e) were now brigaded as the 75th Brigade. 
In spite of that old number the Brigade was in reality an entirely new formation (f); but the 
Brigade formed part of the 25th Division which for so long had included the 3rd Worcestershire. 


We last saw the 25th Division when it was reduced to cadre after the Aisne battle in June 
1918. In spite of the dispersion of its fighting troops, the Divisional Staff was to some extent retained, 
and now the Division was being reconstructed with troops from Italy in order to take part in the 
last great offensive. Some of the Divisional Headquarters still remained who remembered the 
great reputation enjoyed by the 3rd Worcestershire ; and the high esteem in which they held the 
Regiment gave an additional stimulus to the Worcestershire Territorials to emulate the deeds of 
their Regular Battalion. 

Much indeed could be expected of them. The wholesale destruction and reconstruction of 
battalions during the preceding months had left the British battalions in France with far fewer old 
soldiers and experienced officers than the battalions brought from Italy could muster (g). All 
the new units of the 25th Division had come from Italy, and all were well trained and experienced 
in war. 


(a) 56 a.m. (6) Casualties 2nd Worcestershire in this attack, 3 killed, 19 wounded. 

(c) The only casualties recorded in the Battalion Diary for the period September 23rd—28th, is 1 officer wounded 
(Lt. H. C. Hill, on September 25th), but there are known to have been many other casualties. Total losses 
of the 100th Brigade from 24th to 28th were | officer and 27 men killed, 7 officers and 180 wounded, 15 missing. 

(d) First half-battalion detrained 5.0 p.m. Second half at 10.30 p.m. 

(e) 1/8th Royal Warwickshire, 1/5th Gloucestershire, and 1/8th Worcestershire. 

(f) The former Headquarter Staff of the 75th Brigade had been sent to North Russia. 

(g) On arrival in France in October, the average age of the rank and file of the 1/8th Worcestershire was about 27 years, 
far higher than most of the battalions in France, who had been refilled with young drafts. 
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After a short period of reorganisation and collective exercises, the 25th Division moved 
forward to the battle front. On September 27th the 1/8th Worcestershire entrained at St. Riquier. 
The Battalion detrained at Albert after dark and marched westwards from that shattered town to 
quarters in Warloy. The country around was well known to the veterans. ‘‘ It was like old times 
to see the dawn breaking behind the long, bare ridge of Pozieres......... and a low familiar 
rumbling came on the wind ”’ (a). 
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By the last week in September most of the defences of the enemy’s forward zone had been 
taken, and final preparations were being made for the great attack on the enemy’s main line of 
defences. That attack was not easy to plan. The German defences had been sited with care and 
skill. ‘‘ The lie of the ground was such that on the front of the Fourth Army adequate artillery 
“* fire could not be developed to support the assault or to deal with the cross-fire of German batteries 
“to the north-east on what was known as La Terriére plateau, till the Third and First Armies had 
“‘ got forward sufficiently to bring effective fire to bear upon those batteries from the north and 
“north-west ’’ (b). So the attack had to be made in two stages. The defences of the enemy's 
northern flank had to be broken before a concerted attack could be made along the whole front ; 
and the breaking of the northern defences involved the storming of a formidable obstacle, the 
Canal du Nord. 

“To cross the Canal du Nord in the teeth of a determined enemy,” writes the author of 
“Sir Douglas Haig’s Command’ (c), “‘ was a task verging on the impossible. North of Inchy as 
“‘ far as the floods of the Sensée the canal was too deep in water for a crossing to be attempted till 
““the enemy had been driven from the eastern bank. The only part where a crossing was at all 
“ practicable was in a narrow sector about Moeuvres. Here the canal cutting was dry, but deep 
“and wide as a London road when viewed from the housetops. Further, the ground west of the 
“ Canal in this sector dropped gently down to the canal bank in long open slopes, destitute of cover 
“and liable to be swept at any moment by the enemy’s artillery and machine-gun fire.” 

The success of the whole subsequent plan depended on the surmounting of that obstacle, 
and careful preparations were made. A great weight of artillery was brought into position to beat 
down the enemy’s fire, the troops selected for the assault were fully instructed in their réle, and 
elaborate arrangements were made to bridge the canal cutting. It was clear that success would 
depend upon the speed with which guns, tanks and supporting troops could be brought across the 
canal after the banks had been stormed. So during the days before the battle much arduous work 
fell upon the engineers and pioneers of the attacking Divisions ; which latter included the Pioneer 
battalion of the 63rd Division, the 14th Worcestershire. 


Since the successful advance at the beginning of the month the 14th Worcestershire had been 
busily employed in work on the ground gained, repairing roads, establishing dumps of stores and 
ammunition and improving communications. That work was continued, and the working parties 
of the Pioneers were shifted more and more to the eastward as the time for the great attack drew 
near. Every night more stores were brought up and stowed away under cover near the front of 
attack, until ample material had been accumulated for the bridges which were to be thrown across 
the canal. 


After dark on September 26th the Headquarters of the 14th Worcestershire moved forward 
from their camp west of Lagnicourt to a covered assembly position some five hundred yards west 
of the ruins of Moeuvres. There the Pioneers assembled. The night was dark and rainy, veiling 
the movement of the troops and tanks which all along the line were taking up position for the attack. 

In front of the Pioneers the trenches around Moeuvres were crowded with the naval battalions 
of the 63rd Division, who were to storm the canal bank and to capture Anneux and Graincourt (d). 

The enemy were on the alert, expecting attack ; and the German guns maintained a continuous 
fire. Despite the incessant shell-bursts, the Pioneers worked at high pressure throughout the hours 
of darkness, completing the tracks which should lead the troops from reserve up to the front line. 
The work was done under immense difficulties, in rain and pitch darkness lit only by the gun flashes 
and the bursting shells ; but by devoted labour (e) the tasks were finished just before dawn. 


(a) ‘‘ War Story of the 1/8th Battalion.” (b) ‘* Sir Douglas Haig’s Command,” pp. 320—321. 

(c) Page 321. 

(a) For the localities mentioned in the ensuing account of the operations of the 14th Worcestershire near Cambrai, 
see map facing page 415. 

(e) During that night of hard work, conspicuous good work was done by Captain C. G. Graham. It was recorded 
that the successful labours of his company were “‘ mainly due to his untiring energy and cool encouragement 
of his men”; and he was subsequently awarded the M.C. 
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BATTLE OF THE CANAL DU NORD. 


Just after 5.0 a.m. on September 27th all along the line the British guns opened fire. At 
once the enemy’s artillery replied with terrific effect. In a few minutes every single telephone 
wire in the area of the 63rd Division had been severed, and clouds of smoke and dust obscured the 
banks of the canal. Through that smoke and dust the attacking troops went forward. They 
scrambled down the steep bank of the canal, swarmed up the further side, stormed the German 
defences beyond and advanced eastward towards Cambrai. 

As soon as the canal, had been crossed the Pioneers (2) moved down to its banks and worked 
swiftly to prepare crossings under a storm of fire. The enemy’s artillery put down a heavy barrage 
along the canal, and shells burst over the cutting all the day, but the Pioneers were favoured by 
fortune and suffered but little loss (b). They worked with desperate energy, building bridges and 
causeways across the great ditch, until at last guns and limbers were able to gallop across and clatter 
out of sight over the further bank. In front of them the fighting troops were advancing victoriously 
over the Cambrai battlefield. By nightfall Ribécourt, Anneux and Bourlon Wood were in our hands. 

Next day the advance was continued, and the victorious troops reached the line of the St. 
Quentin Canal. Marcoing was taken once more, Cantaing and Fontaine-Notre-Dame were stormed 
and the advancing battalions came close to the outskirts of the city of Cambrai. 

Behind the fighting line the Pioneers advanced across the ground gained. At first the 14th 
Worcestershire were split up into working parties on various tracks, but during the morning of 
September 28th orders came for the companies to concentrate at the Sugar Factory north of 
Graincourt ; and that evening the Battalion marched forward through Graincourt to a point near 
La Justice, halfway to Cantaing. There the Pioneers halted, sending forward one company to the 
outskirts of Cantaing. Heavy fighting was in progress along the line of the Canal in front, and it 
was intended to force a crossing. 

The enemy's resistance was stubborn, and before nightfall no footing had been gained on 
the further bank. During the night pontoon bridges were thrown across the canal (c) and the 
Naval battalions established posts on the further bank near Cantigneul Mill. Next morning 
(September 29th) the battle was resumed and by 10.0 a.m. the advance was again in full swing. 
After fierce fighting the troops of the 63rd Division won their way forward up to the ruins of Proville 
on the outskirts of Cambrai itself. 

Behind the battle front the Pioneers laboured under continuous fire. One platoon of “B” 
Company crossed the canal and worked near La Marliére Farm. The remainder of the Battalion 
were engaged on constructing a track through La Folie Wood. The wood was heavily shelled, 
and there were many casualties. Sergeant S. Bevan distinguished himself by courage and devotion, 
and, thanks to his efforts, mostof the wounded were safely brought away (d). The work was ably 
directed by Captain C. G. Graham and, in spite of much difficulty on a very dark night, the tasks were 
completed satisfactorily by dawn on September 30th. 

By that date the attack on their immediate front had temporarily been suspended. The 
enemy’s positions in the ruins of Cambrai were strong and were being stoutly defended. Detailed 
preparations would have to be made before that resistance could be overcome ; and for the moment 
the battle had achieved its object. Sufficient ground had been won to enable the British artillery to 
develop its full weight, and the attack further south could proceed. 

So the troops which had borne the brunt of the Battle of the Canal du Nord were withdrawn 
into reserve for a short rest. On the night of October Ist/2nd the 63rd Division was relieved (e) 
and moved back into reserve. The 14th Worcestershire marched back from the Canal to La Justice, 
west of Containg and lay there for the next few days, resting and cleaning up. In the five days of 
battle the Battalion had not suffered very heavy loss (f), but the work done had earned general 
commendation. 


The storming of the Canal du Nord enabled the attack on the enemy’s main defences further 
south to be undertaken with hope of success ; but that hope was by no means a certainty of victory. 
From Cambrai southwards to St. Quentin stretched the strongest line of defences on the Western 
Front, the entrenchments of the original Hindenburg Line, untouched as yet by any attack. From 
Bantouzelle southwards to Vendhuille the main defences lay on the far side of the deep and unfordable 
St. Quentin Canal; and the uncaptured forward defences between the canal and Epehy prevented 
any assembly of bridging material in that sector. Below Vendhuille the Canal ran through a tunnel 
for some two miles to Bellicourt ; and south of Bellicourt the British advanced troops were close 
enough to the canal for bridging materials to be conveniently assembled. 


(a) Less ‘* A’’ Company which was left in reserve. 
(b) Casualties 14th Worcestershire on September 27th, were one man wounded. 
(c) Apparently these bridges were put out by the Sappers without Pioneer assistance, for there is no mention of this 
work in the diary of the 14th Worcestershire. (@ Sergt. Bevan was awarded the D.C.M. 
(e) By the 52nd Division. (f) 4 killed, 33 wounded. 
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It was probable therefore that success, if gained at all, would be gained between Vendhuille 
and Bellicourt, and all the resources of the British Fourth Army were concentrated to that end. 
American and Australian Divisions would attack the tunnel defences of Bony and Bellicourt, while 
the British 46th Division, specially equipped with bridging material would endeavour to cross the 
canal north of Bellenglise. 

But that attack had to be assisted by simultaneous attacks further north, lest the enemy's 
artillery on the La Terriére plateau should concentrate their fire on the decisive front. So the 
12th and 18th Divisions were to attack Vendhuille, while further north the IVth and Vth Corps 
of the Third Army made a subsidiary attack from Epehy to Marcoing. On the right of that latter 
attack the 33rd Division was to advance from the height of Epehy to gain the German forward 
positions west of the Canal. On the left flank of the 33rd Division the 98th Brigade were to storm 
Villers Guislain : on the Division’s right flank the 100th Brigade, including the 2nd Worcestershire, 
were to attack down the Targelle valley towards Ossus. 

That attack, as we have said, was subsidiary to the main operation, and could not be expected 
by itself to achieve any great success : consequently, since there were not enough tanks and artillery 
to assist adequately the whole front of attack, all the tanks and most of the available guns had to be 
concentrated behind the main attack further south, leaving only inadequate support on the front 
of the 33rd Division (a). Also the subsidiary attack was to be started earlier than the main attack 
in order to deceive the enemy and to engage the fire of the German guns. That latter provision 
entailed an especial disadvantage for the 2nd Worcestershire ; for the Battalion formed the extreme 
right flank of the subsidiary attack, and consequently the Worcestershire companies would have to 
advance with their right exposed to enfilade fire from Lark Spur until the subsequent movement 
of the 12th Division further to the right. 


The task thus set to the 33rd Division was so formidable that the Brigadier of the 100th 
Brigade, Brigadier-General A. W. F. Baird, reported (8) officially that in his opinion success could not 
be expected unless the attack was assisted either by tanks or by more artillery, or unless the enemy's 
machine-guns were effectively blinded by a heavy curtain of smoke. But his remonstrance was 
unavailing. It was essential to secure the success of the decisive attack further south ; and neither 
guns nor tanks were sufficiently numerous to be spared. The orders must stand (c). 


Through the night the support companies of the 2nd Worcestershire filed forward to the 
front, and before dawn the Battalion was deployed for attack. In the front line, ‘‘ Limerick Trench,” 
from right to left were ‘‘D’’ and ‘‘C”’ Companies ; in the second line behind them were “A” 
and “B’”’ Companies. The two leading companies were to capture the sunken “ Gloster Road ”; 
then the two supporting companies would pass through and take ‘‘ Pigeon Trench ” beyond. 


BATTLE OF THE ST. QUENTIN CANAL. 


At 5.30 a.m. the guns behind the 33rd Division (d) opened fire and the battle began. Scramb- 
ling out of their trenches the Worcestershire platoons (e) advanced as rapidly as possible through 
a storm of German shells ; but the rain of the previous days had converted the shattered ground 
into deep mud, and the laden troops could not keep up with the barrage. The British shrapnel 
burst for a few minutes along the line of the sunken “ Gloster Road ”’ and then moved on down the 
valley. As soon as the shells ceased to burst over the road the German machine-guns came into 
action one after another (f). From the cutting in front and from the Cross-Roads to the right came 
the hard stammer of their firing, and under the hail of their bullets the attack withered away. Through 
the smoke of the shell-bursts the platoons in rear saw their comrades in front collapse, but they 
pushed on in their turn only to meet a like fate. All the platoons of the two leading companies 
had been shot down and the majority of the two support companies had fallen before the survivors 
came to a halt half-way to the road and took cover as best they could. 


: (a) The attack of the 33rd Division was supported only by the 33rd Divisional Field Artillery—two Field Brigades, 


without any addition of heavier pieces. In contrast, the decisive attack on the right was supported by 44 
Ficld Brigades and 21 Brigades of medium or heavy artillery, and was assisted by a strong force of tanks. 

(6) To the B.G.G.S. Vth Corps on the afternoon of September 28th. 

(c) It may perhaps be of interest to Regimental officers to compare the similar protest of General Cayley, at the Battle 
of Scimitar Hill (page 103). In that case the timely representations of the Brigadier saved his Brigade from 
being sacrificed usclessly in an attack which could not have achieved any useful success, having no available 
fresh forces behind it; but General Baird's attack formed an essential part of a definite plan to gain decisive 
success ; and though the Brigade was sacrificed, the Army gained the victory which won the War. 

(d) The main attack on the right opened twenty minutes later. 

(e) The two leading companies advanced in deep formation ; two platoons in front line, one in support, one in reserve. 
The front line platoons were in extended order. 

(f) In all, 7 machine-guns appear to have opened fire from the sunken road and from the Cross-Roads. 
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It was not possible to send a message back across that open ground swept by machine-gun 
fire, and it was not until after 10.0 a.m. that it could definitely be reported that the attack had 
failed. About that time a merciful mist drifted down and veiled the battle-field. Under cover of 
that mist the survivors of the attack regained Limerick Trench. German shells were still raining 
down all around, and a tremendous thunder of gunfire on the right flank told them that the main 
attack had been opened along the whole front of the Fourth Army. 


Throughout the rest of that day shells and bullets struck around the trenches which the 
survivors of the Battalion were holding. Orders for a further attack were followed by counter- 
orders ; and the position was unchanged when darkness fell. 

That night came cheering news. The great attack on the right (a) had been successful. The 
Bellicourt defences had been stormed, the St. Quentin Canal had been crossed, and the Hindenburg 
Line was broken. 


The fall of the main defences further south entailed the retreat of the enemy in front. Patrols 
were sent forward before the dawn. They found the sunken road empty save for a few dead. 
Cautiously they made their way down the valley, reconnoitred ‘ Pigeon Trench ’’ and found it 
deserted, then pushed on to the bank of the canal beyond. Machine-guns spat at them from the 
eastern bank ; but Ossus and all the ground west of the canal had been evacuated. 

Unopposed, Colonel Stoney and the remnants of the Battalion advanced over the battle 
ground. Between “ Limerick Trench” and ‘ Gloster Road ” were lying the bodies of the brave 
officers and men who had made the attack. They lay in little groups of crumpled forms, platoon 
after platoon struck down by the hail of bullets. None had crossed the sunken road. 

On the left and closest to the road lay Lieutenant k. K. Wrght’s platoon of “ C ’’ Company. 
In front lay the subaltern, a bomb grasped tightly in his hand: behind him lay his men, all struck 
down in the moment of charging. “‘ His leading,” recorded the Battalion War Diary, “ must have 
been magnificent.” 

To the right and but little further from the enemy position were found 2/Lieutenant G. 
Lambert's platoon. They too had all been killed ; and they lay, riddled with bullets but still in 
line facing forward, their dead subaltern a few yards in front. 

Further to the right the two leading platoons of “ D’’ Company had closed towards the 
Cross-Roads, and they lay strewn in a semi-circle as the machine-guns had caught them. “ Their 
Position ’’ says the War Diary, “‘ bore witness to the splendid effort they had made to reach their 
objectives.” 

Of the four platoons which had led the attack every officer and man had been killed by the 
storm of bullets at close range. The ground behind was littered with the dead and wounded of 
the other platoons who had followed them. In all 8 officers (4) and 80 N.C.O’s. and men had 
been killed, 3 officers (c) and 150 men wounded. 


That sacrifice of brave men must at first have seemed useless to the survivors of the Battalion 
—who indeed wrote bitterly of the weakness and ineffectiveness of the supporting artillery fire ; but 
the sacrifice had not been uscless. The attack had diverted much of the enemy’s artillery, and had 
drawn to the defences in front a fresh German Division, the 30th Division, from the enemy’s reserves(q). 
Thus weakened, the enemy’s line further south had given way before the attack of the Fourth Army; 
and the strongest bulwark of Germany was broken. The officers and men of the 2nd Worcestershire 
who lay dead in the valley of the Targelle were part of the price, an inevitable part of the price 
of the decisive victory of the War, the greatest battle ever won by British arms. 
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By midday of September 30th the advancing troops of the 33rd Division had reached the 
line of the St. Quentin Canal along the whole Divisional front and had begun to consolidate the 
ground gained. Under intermittent shell-fire the 2nd Worcestershire, now mustering only some 
200 bayonets, established outposts and reconnoitred the enemy’s deserted trenches (e). Patrols 


(a) It may perhaps be of interest to note that the American 27th Division had suffered very heavy loss that day in 
their storming of the German outpost positions at Gillemont Farm and ‘‘ The Knoll,” the ground on which 
the Territorial Battalions of the Regiment had battled in 1917. See ‘‘ Sir Douglas Haig’s Command,” Vol. II., 


page 326. 
(6) Lt. L. E. Ransom, 2Lts. M. Glynn, J. A. Sudbury, C. E. Neale, G. Lambert, G. E. Woodward, S. Benbow, 
and Lt. R.K.Wright (Bedfords, attached). (c) Lts. F. D. Barnard, H. J. Walford and one attached officer. 


(4) The enemy who actually met the attack were Jager battalions of the Alpine Corps, a formation which had gained 
a high reputation. 

(e) A German trench-howitzer found abandoned in “ Pigeon Trench "’ on the morning of September 30th, is now at 
the Depét of the Regiment. 
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explored the river bank, searching for possible crossing places. Throughout the day good news came 
in; the enemy’s front further south was shattered ; further north the Divisions of the First Army 
were fighting, as we have seen, on the very outskirts of Cambrai. 

By dawn of October Ist the position along the canal bank was fairly secure. Parties were 
then sent back to bury the dead ; who were laid to rest in the ground over which they had fought, 
the eight subalterns of the leading platoons being buried together at the Cross-Roads which the 
attack had tried to gain. 

After dark patrols were sent forward, who ranged up and down the banks of the canal seeking 
a practicable crossing. But from the far bank the enemy sent up flares and the German machine- 
guns fired repeatedly. No crossing could as yet be effected ; and during the next two days the 
position on the front of the 100th Brigade remained unchanged. Then the 19th Brigade took over 
the line along the canal, and the platoons of the 2nd Worcestershire (a) filed back along the com- 
munication trenches up the Targelle Valley and over the ridge by Vaucelette Farm to a bivouac camp 
on the reverse slope behind Epehy. There the Battalion rested and reorganised during the next 
four days (6). 


The great attack of September 29th had achieved its principal object ; the enemy’s strongest 
defences, the main Hindenburg Line along the St. Quentin Canal, had been broken. If those 
elaborate defences could not withstand the attack of the Allied Armies it was clear that no less 
formidable line could maintain a long resistance. But though the main Hindenburg Line had been 
broken, the Reserve Line of defence, the ‘“‘ Beaurevoir Line,’”’ some two to three miles in rear of the 
Canal, still barred the path of the British forces. To break that last line of resistance a fresh attack 
was planned and fresh forces were brought forward. Among those fresh forces was the reconstituted 
25th Division. 

The 25th Division had moved on September 29th from billets west of Albert to hutment 
camps near Montauban in the old Somme battle-ground. On October Ist, when the success of the 
great attack was assured, the Division was ordered to move still closer up, to Combles. Then came 
orders for the Division to move right forward to the front line near Le Catelet. 


Thus it came about that the 1/8th Worcestershire moved forward once more over the ground 
they had known so well in the Spring of 1917. On September 29th the Battalion was carried forward 
from Warloy by bus across the devastated trench line to camp in Nissen huts near Montauban. 
On October Ist, “a heavenly summers day,” the 1/8th Worcestershire marched forward,with drums 
beating, to Combles ; there the 75th Brigade were quartered in huts. Next day the Brigade marched 
onwards from Combles over the ridge at Bouchavesnes, the Ist Battalion’s old battlefield, down 
into Moislains in the valley beneath, and thence on to Nurlu. ‘‘ All the time we could hear the 
“trampling roar of the great battle around Cambrai, and at night the sky was crimson with the 
“burning of the town. The next night when we reached Ste. Emilie, which we had helped to take 
“eighteen months before, the fire was out and we thought the town taken.” At Ste. Emilie, to 
which the 75th Brigade marched on the evening of October 3rd, leaving their blankets and packs 
behind ‘‘ dumped ” at Moislains, the Worcestershire battalion was indeed on well-known ground. 
The next day (October 4th) brought even prouder memories, for that afternoon the 1/8th Worcester- 
shire marched forward through Templeux-le-Guerard, past that very Mound whose capture in Apnl 
1917 had been one of the finest feats of the Battalion’s history. Through Hargicourt and up the 
slope the column marched to a reserve position in captured trenches by Quennemont Farm, which 
in 1917 had been the limit of the advance. There the 75th Brigade was close behind the battle- 
front. German and American dead were strewn over the b.oken ground ; and occasional shells 
struck along the crest-line during the night. 


THE BATTLE OF BEAUREVOIR. 


On the morning of October 5th, amid continuous gun-fire all around, the 1/8th Worcestershire 
moved forward to the front line, filing forward by covered ways through the trenches of the con- 
quered Hindenburg Line to a reserve position by the ruined houses of Mont St. Martin. There, 
on the banks of the Canal des Tourins, the Battalion entrenched. The other troops of the 75th 
Brigade were further forward, ensconced in captured trenches at Lormisset. Those trenches had 
been taken by an attack on October 3rd,but there the advance had been checked, for the open ground 
beyond the captured trenches was swept by fire from the hill on which stood the fortified 
village of Beaurevoir. 


(a) The Battalion was relieved by the Ist Queens and Ist Cameronians. 


(6) On October 6th, the" . .ttle Reserve '’ of the Battalion rejoined to replace, in some measure, the casualties. That 
reinforcement inviuded five officers :—Capt. C. C. Tough, M.C., Lts. Croydon-Fowler, Williams, Laughtoa 
and Dudley. 


446 


Digitized by Google 


U7 ta-Terriére 


Kt 


1/8% Wore 


i) 
® 
©. 
© . 
©. 


A O44, 1918. THE STORMING OF BEAUREVOIR. 


Already that day an attack had been made against Beaurevoir by the two leading Brigades 
of the 25th Division; but the attack had failed. Bellevue Farm had been stormed, and outposts 
had been established close to the village ; but German machine-guns on the outskirts of the 
tuined houses had stupped any further advance. 


At 3.0 o'clock that afternoon came orders for action. After dark a second attack was to 
be made on Beaurevoir, this time by the 75th Brigade. Preparations were made, and at 4.30 p.m. 
the 1/8th Worcestershire moved forward. In “artillery formation” the Battalion advanced up 
the slope and deployed for attack beyond the captured trenches, just below the crest line of 
the ridge by Lormisset: “A” and ‘ B”’ Companies in front, with “‘ D” and “ C ’ Companies in 
second line. The 1/5th Gloucestershire formed up on the right. The other battalion of the 75th 
Brigade, the 1,8th Royal Warwickshire, had been detached to the left to attack Guizancourt Farm. 

The companies lay down and waited. The officers crept forward to the crest of the ridge, 
examined the ground and made final preparations for the attack (a). Dusk closed in. 


At 6.15 p.m. the British artillery opened a barrage fire. The two battalions, Worcestershire 
and Gloucestershire, sprang to their feet, advanced rapidly over the crest of the ridge and pushed 
forward up the slopes of the hill. With their left flank directed on Bellevue Farm, the 1/8th 
Worcestershire soon reached and passed the line of the British outposts. The enemy’s guns were 
firing rapidly. One shell burst among the Headquarters of ‘“‘ D’ Company, killing the Sergeant- 
Major,C.S.M.W.Wheeler D.C.M., and mortally wounding the company commander, Lieut. T. L. Jones. 

In ten minutes from the start the eager advance had brought the leading platoons to the line of 
the British barrage. The bursting shells did not as yet move on, and for some little time—minutes 
count as hours in battle—the companies had to lie down and wait in the open. 

As they lay they were swept by machine-gun bullets. Some brave men of the enemy, 
undaunted by the bursting shells, were firing from the railway embankment and from the ruins 
of the westernmost houses of the village. Lewis-guns were brought into action and fired at the 
flashes, but the enemy were difficult to locate and casualties became numerous. Captain G. H. 
Smith of ‘‘ B’’ Company was hit, together with several of his N.C.O’s. 

That wait in the open under fire might have had bad effects on less seasoned troops ; but the 
1/8th Worcestershire were now old in war. As soon as the British guns lifted their fire the platoons 
again advanced. A platoon of “ D”’ Company, gallantly led by 2/Licut. E. Wedgbury, made an 
encircling movement through the gathering darkness round the right flank of the enemy on the 
railway embankment, attacked them in rear and captured 36 of them with their machine-guns. 
“A” Company, commanded by Captain G. L. Watkinson, then advanced rapidly through the 
ruins of the village. An enemy machine-gun in the ruins of the village square opened a sharp burst 
of fire and stopped the leading platoon. 2/Lieut. G. H. Barber, who was commanding one of the 
supporting platoons, led his men swiftly forward, engaged and silenced the machine-gun, and then 
headed the advance on to the further side of the village (b). Beyond the furthest houses “A” 
and ‘‘ D ’’ Companies halted, and established a defensive line in the darkness in touch on the right 
with the 1/5th Gloucestershire. 

““C” Company meanwhile had wheeled somewhat to the left, in accordance with previous 
orders, to gain the northern side of the village. Passing to the east of Bellevue Farm, the company 
came under a sharp fire from machine guns on the left flank. The two leading platoons suffered 
heavy loss, both their subalterns (c) being hit, but Captain J. O. Walford and his men pushed on 
bravely and soon gained their objective. 

Such platoons as still remained in hand (d) were then sent forward by Colonel Clarke to fill up 
gaps in the line on the north-eastern side of the village, around which the position of the Battalion 
now ran in a semi-circle (e). 

On the right the 1/5th Gloucestershire had equally succeeded in their task, and were holding 
a line from the righ flank of the 1/8th Worcestershire to the station on the railway. On the left, 
on the ridge across the valley to the northward, the 1/8th Royal Warwickshire had gained the high 
ground around Guizancourt Farm (/). 


(a) Special mention was afterwards’made officially of the speed and skill with which the Battalion Commander, Lt.- 
Colonel H. T. Clarke, made his arrangements and dispositions for that attack. For those and subsequent 
services he was awarded the D.S.O. 

(6) Captain Watkinson, 2 Lt. Barber and 2 Lt. Wedgbury (Glouc. Regt. attached) were awarded the M.C. 

ic) Lts. R. J.C. W. Hawtrey and W.S. Gundry.  (d) Mostly the survivors of ‘‘ B’* Company under Lieut. F. W. Wiles. 

(e) During the consolidation of the village much good work was done by C.S.M. J. Leighton, who was indefatigable 
in his efforts and exposed himself to the enemy's fire in order to reach the companies on the flank and gain 
information of their situation. He was awarded the D.C.M. 

({) The farm was actually taken at 6.30 next morning (6th). 
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'/81H The attack had been successful. Over 200 of the enemy had been captured (a), with 5 machine- 
guns. The losses of the Battalion had totalled about 140, including four officers (0). 


Dawn of October 6th brought a fierce bombardment of the captured village by the enemy's 
artillery beyond. On the eastern outskirts of Beaurevoir a tangle of trenches, as yet untaken, 
sheltered many snipers and bombers of the enemy, whose activity made the defence of the village 
difficult and dangerous ; but no serious counter-attack developed, and the 1/8th Worcestershire 
held the ground gained during the ensuing forty-eight hours. Then, after dark on October ‘7th, 
troops of the 66th Division came up and took over the line. The Worcestershire platoons moved 
back down the slope through heavy rain in the darkness, and the Battalion assembled in the valley 
near Lormisset. There the 75th Brigade concentrated. The troops were tired, chilled and soaked 
to the skin, greatcoats had not been seen for days, and the only shelters from the rain were some 
improvised dugouts along a sunken road ; but cookers were brought up through the mud, a hot 
meal was issued, and the spirits of all rose grimly as orders were issued for the morrow’s battle. 

The attack of the 1/8th Worcestershire had been the last phase of the Battle of Beaurevoir ; 
a three days struggle in which the troops of the British Fourth Army had fought their way forward 
over the two miles of defended localities which intervened between the main Hindenburg Line 
and the last reserve line of the German defences between Cambrai and St. Quentin. Nearly all 
those defences had now been won, and the enemy’s whole front was on the verge of giving way. 
Around Cambrai there were still some formidable entrenchments to be mastered ; but further 
south only a few defended localities hastily improvised prevented the troops of the Fourth Army 
from breaking through into open country. Those defended localities enabled the enemy still to 
preserve the semblance of a defensive line. That last line was now to be attacked all along the 
front, allowing no pause which the enemy might use to increase its defensive strength. 

The attack of the 25th Division would first be made by the 7th Brigade in a north-easterly 
direction from Guizancourt Farm towards Serain. If successful, the advance would be continued. 
The 75th Brigade would follow on in reserve. 


THE BATTLE OF CAMBRAI, 1918. 


Dawn of October 8th was ushered in by a tremendous bombardment. From Cambrai to 
St.Quentin, along a front of some twenty miles, shells crashed down in long lines of moving barrage, 
tanks rolled forward to the attack followed by platoons with bayonets ready, and behind them came 
the whole force of the British First, Third and Fourth Armies. Before that attack the last line of 
the Hindenburg defences gave way. Around Cambrai, as we shall see later, there was much fierce 
fighting, but further south the German defence collapsed. On the front of the 25th Division the 
enemy we:e soon in rapid retreat,and the leading troops of the Division had taken most of theGerman 
defences before midday. Early in the afternoon Serain and Premont were occupied. 

The 75th Brigade lay in reserve all that day, shifting position in the evening further forward 
to the little village of Ponchaux, just east of Beaurevoir. In the ruins of that village the 1/8th 
Worcestershire found good shelter from the rain ; but that night the village was repeatedly bombed 
by hostile aircraft and the troops were forced to seek shelter in trenches outside the village (c). 

Before midnight orders were received for the 75th Brigade to take part in the battle. In 
front of them, the 7th Brigade, as we have told, had gained Serain and Premont and were now holding 
the line of the road between those two villages. Tne 75th Brigade would advance through that 
line to take Maretz and Honnechy. 


Amid the drone of hostile aircraft and the intermittent explosions of their bombs, orders 
for the attack were made out. In the darkness before the dawn (October 9th) the 1/8th Worcester- 
shire assembled (d) on the main road near Ponchaux and marched up the road north-eastward 
in the wake of the other battalions of the Brigade. Before dawn the Brigade deployed for attack 
behind the British outpost line. The 1/8th Royal Warwickshire and 1/5th Gloucestershire were 
in front line, with the 1/8th Worcestershire in support behind the Gloucestershire. The Battalion 
deployed into “ artillery formation ’’ between the main road and the little stream called “‘ Ruisseau 
de la Ville,’’ close behind the 1/5th Gloucestershire, who were lining the Serain-Premont road. 


(a) The actual figure was 205, captured as follows :—‘‘ A’’ Company, 100; “‘ B* Company, 50; “ C ’’ Company, 3; 
“D" Company, 60; Battalion Headquarters, 2. Two machine guns were captured by ‘“‘ A’’ Company 
and 3 by “ D”’ Company. 

(8) 28 killed, 4 officers (Lt. T. L. Jones (mortally), Capt. G. H. Smith, Lt. R. J.C. W. Hawtrey, Lt. W. S. Gundry) 
and 108 other ranks wounded. During the next two days the casualties included 2/Lt. H. D. King, killed, 

ae and 2,Lt. L. Goodyear, wounded. (c) During October 8th, Capt. H. G. C. Carter, M.C. was killed. 

a.m. 
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It was still dark when (a) the British artillery opened a barrage fire and the first line of the 
attack went forward. After allowing twenty minutes for the 1/5th Gloucestershire to get their 
distance, the 1/8th Worcestershire advanced in their turn, parallel with the main road. The first 
light of day showed as they advanced, veiled in a heavy mist. Inevitably the fire of the supporting 
arullery was not very accurate. Several shells struck among the advancing Gloucestershire com- 
panies, and even the Worcestershire platoons in rear suffered some loss (8). Undeterred, however, 
the attack reached Maretz and pushed on through the village. No opposition was met. The enemy 
had evacuated the village. 

Then, following their orders, the 1/5th Gloucestershire halted and commenced to entrench. 
The 1/8th Worcestershire deployed (c) on the north-eastern outskirts of Maretz and advanced (d) 
towards Honnechy. : 

The British artillery had now ceased fire, pending further news of the enemy’s position. 
Further to the left other British troops could be seen advancing. 

The Worcestershire platoons advanced across country up the little valley of the Ruisseau 
de la Ville until hostile machine-guns suddenly opened fire from the railway embankment on their 
right (eastern) flank. Other machine-guns simultaneously opened fire from the Bois de Cartigny 
and from scattered houses on the left front. The platoons took cover and returned the fire. 

A platoon of ‘“ C ’’ Company was detailed to clear the right flank. Skilfully led by Lieut. 
A. R. Watson, that platoon found a covered approach which enabled them to outflank the enemy’s 
Position on the embankment and to compel the obnoxious machine-gun to retire. 

By means of clever use of the available cover, the companies were able to work forward up the 
stream as far as the road from Busigny to Bertry. Further it was impossible to go in face of the 
machine-guns on the left flank and others now brought into action on the railway cutting and 
embankment straight ahead. Artillery assistance was essential, and messages were sent back 
for some such support to be arranged. 

Pending the co-operation of the artillery, the leading platoons of the 1/8th Worcestershire 
established a satisfactory position near a quarry in the road (e) ; and a lively fire-fight ensued with 
the enemy’s machine-guns. 

Until midday the position remained unaltered. To right and left other British troops advanced. 
The 21st Manchester came up into line on the right of the Battalion. 

Presently came orders for an assault at 2.0 p.m. preceded by a five minutes bombardment. 
Shortly befure that hour the enemy were outflanked from the north (f) and suddenly withdrew. 
Pursuit was impossible until the artillery bombardment had been countermanded, since an advance 
would certainly have brought the Worcestershire platoons into the fire of our own guns. Unfortun- 
ately the message to the artillery took much time, and in the interval the enemy got well away. 

As soon as word came back that the guns would not fire, ‘‘ A’ and ‘‘ B ”* Companies occupied 
the enemy’s deserted position on the railway embankment, while ‘‘ C ” and “ D ’ Companies advanced 
through Honnechy village to the further side. There ‘‘C ” and ‘“‘ D ’ Companies took up position 
along the road which skirts the eastern side of that village. ‘‘ A’ Company was sent to the right, 
and formed a defensive flank about the station, capturing many railway engines and trucks. So 
rapid had been the advance and so hurried had been the retreat of the enemy that the big railway 
bridge over the road near Honnechy Station was captured intact, although fully prepared for 
demolition (g). ‘ B‘'’ Company was kept back as Battalion reserve in the railway cutting south- 
east of the village. 


The most picturesque part of the days work was yet to come. A force of British cavalry 
trotted forward from Maretz ; but although the sight of the horsemen was striking and encouraging, 
the cavalry were not able to pass the front line. At sight of the mounted troops every German 
gun within range opened rapid fire, and soon the cavalry were ordered to fall back. By that time 
the enemy's shells were raining down all around Honnechy. The Worcestershire platoons, digging 
for dear life on the outskirts of the village, had many casualties and many more narrow escapes. 
Presently the firing died down (A), and quiet ensued as darkness fell. 


(a) 5.20a.m. 

a 1 officer (2/Lt. C. Brown) and 4 men wounded. (¢) Some delay was caused by British shells falling short. 

(@) At8.30a.m. 

(e) Dunng that phase of the fight valuable work was done by C.S.M. R. Atkinson. who volunteered to cross fire-swept 
ground to establish communication between his company and the supporting units. He was awarded the 

.C.M, 

(f) By a dashing mounted attack of Canadian Cavalry, the Fort Garry Horse—the same regiment which had so 
distinguished themselves at Cambrai in 1917, (see page 308). 

(g) A platoon ot * C ‘* Company arrived in time to surprise the enemy’s demolition party ; who hastily decamped. 

(4) Total casualties 1;8th Worcestershire 9th October—5 killed, 2 officers (Lt. F. W. Wiles and 2/Lt. G. Hales) and 
68 N.C.O’s., and men wounded. In Honnechy the British troops were greeted with pathetic gratitude by 
the inhabitants, many of whom, mostly women and children, were found cowering in the cellars. 
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Further north, the 14th Worcestershire had also borne a part in the final Battle of Cambrai. 
After a short rest in reserve, the 63rd Division was ordered forward to join in that last great attack 
and on October 7th the naval battalions moved forward to their previous battle-ground south-east 
of Cambrai. There the attacks of British and New Zealand battalions during the first days of 
October had stormed the defences of Rumilly and Crevecocur, but the enemy were still holding the 
ruins of Cambrai, and southward from that city the German forces still clung to their reserve line 
of defences around Niergnies (a). The allotted réle of the 63rd Division was to capture that village 
and its surrounding defences. 

On the night before the battle the pioneers of the 14th Worcestershire moved forward to 
the battle-front. Headquarters of the Battalion remained at La Justice, but the companies were 
detailed to various tasks. 

At dawn next morning, when the British barrage crashed down, the pioneer detachments 
speedily got to work. 

““C” Company crossed the canal and worked on the roads around Rumilly, ‘“‘ B ’’ Company 
remained in reserve, while ‘‘ A’ Company was detailed to send forward two platoons with orders 
to repair the roads beyond Niergnies when that village should be taken. That detachment duly 
went forward, but were unable to accomplish their task, for around Niergnies raged the fiercest 
struggle of the whole battle. The village had been stormed at half-past eight, but its possession 
was by no means secure. From the eastern side of Cambrai the enemy’s reserves delivered a series 
of counter-attacks. The most formidable of those counter-attacks (6) was headed by seven ex- 
British tanks. That menace was satisfactorily dealt with (c); but the heavy fighting around 
Niergnies made it clear that the original task of the pioneers could not be accomplished. So after 
putting in some useful work at Mont sur l’Oeuvre, north of Rumilly, the pioneer detachment tramped 
back again. 


Fighting around Niergnies continued during most of that day; but before nightfall fresh 
troops, the 24th Division, came up, with orders to pass through the 68rd Division and continue 
the attack. Before that renewed assault the enemy's resistance gave way, the German defences 
beyond Niergnies were taken, and the battle rolled away to the eastwards as darkness fell. 

After nightfall the battalions of the 63rd Division reassembled and marched back into reserve ; 
and the pioneers (d) ceased from their labours. 


Next day (October 9th) the 63rd Division was withdrawn to rest. The pioneers marched 
westward from Graincourt and then down the main Bapaume Road to Morchies. Two days later 
the 63rd Division moved into the back areas (e) for rest and training. 


THE PURSUIT TO THE SELLE. 


By nightfall on October 9th the victory was assured. The whole Hindenburg Line from 
Cambrai to St. Quentin was in the hands of the Allies, and the German armies were in full retreat 
across the open country beyond. Orders were issued for an immediate pursuit, and before dewa 
next morning the British First, Third and Fourth Armies were advancing all along the line. 


At Honnechy the 1/8th Worcestershire stood fast in the position they had gained on the 
previous day, while the other two battalions of the 75th Brigade went through. Then the Worcester- 
shire followed on as Brigade reserve. The advance was met by an ever-increasing fire from the 
front and from St. Benin on the right flank, which grew to intensity as the leading troops reached 
the heights overlooking the valley of the River Selle. Presently the advance came to a standsull 
about a mile south-west of Le Cateau. The 1/8th Worcestershire, still in Brigade reserve, were 
ordered to halt and take cover in a quarry on the road from Reumont to St. Souplet. There the 
Battalion remained throughout the day. Orders for a further attack were issued, but later were 
cancelled. 

Throughout the next day (October 11th) the 75th Brigade stood fast. After dark, troops of 
the 50th Division came up in relief, and the 75th Brigade marched back to Serain for a few days 
rest. 


(a) For the ground covered in those operations of the 14th Worcestershire, see maps facing pages 3U7 and 415. 
(6) About 10.0 a.m. (c) Five of the tanks were knocked out by gun-fire. Two escaped. 

While that tank counter-attack was in progress, Major A. W. H. Heagarty, commanding “ C "* Company, madea 
daring reconnaissance of the situation, which afterwards proved invaluable, saving his company many 
casualties, and enabling its task to be satisfactorily completed. He was awarded the M.C. 

(d) Casualties 14th Worcestershire, October 8th, 1 officer killed (2/Lt. L. F. Crane), 2 men wounded. 
(e) By road and rail. On the night of October 11th, the 14th Worcestershire reached billets at Ternes. 
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ira ne apie THE ADVANCE TO THE SELLE. 


The battalions of the 25th Division had good reason for pride. For seven days continuously 
they had been under fire, and in those seven days they had advanced thirteen miles in the face of 
constant opposition, an advance rendered possible by the consistent good work of their platoon 
leaders and of the all-enduring rank and file. 


Parallel with the advance of the 25th Division but some two miles to their left, the 33rd 
Division also took part in the general advance of the British Armies; and the 2nd Battalion of 
the Regiment came into action just as the 1/8th Battalion moved back to rest. 


After the battle of the St. Quentin Canal the 2nd Worcestershire, it will be remembered, 
had rested for some days in reserve behind Epehy. The collapse of the German defence under the 
great attack of October 8th brought orders that the lovth Brigade must be prepared to advance. 
That evening the 2nd Worcestershire moved eastwards over the crest-line into the Targelle Valley 
once again, bivonacking for the night in that valley's northern slopes. In front of them the leading 
Bngades of the 33rd Division had advanced across the canal and far beyond. 

At dawn of October 9th the lovth Brigade moved forward. Crossing the canal and river 
by temporary bridges south of Honnecourt, the 2nd Worcestershire and the other two battalions 
formed up in a little valley on the Canal's eastern bank. The transport of the Brigade moved round 
by read through Honnecourt and joined the Battalions. Reconnaissance showed the ground in 
front to be clear, and at 11.0 a.m. the Brigade marched forward, in high spirits, across ground scarred 
by broken trenches and littered with debris, through Aubencheul, Villers Outreaux and Malincourt, 
to Deheries. “ Men marched exceptionelly well,” records the laconic War Diary. 


The Brigade was still in Divisional Reserve, well behind the fighting line; but a few shells 
struck nearby, and consequently it was in’ artillery formation’ that the advance was resumed next 
day (October 10th) across country past Clary and Bertry. In front of them the 98th Brigade had 
taken Trois Villes and had reached the line of the River Selle north of Montay. There the advance 
had been checked. 

For the night of October 10th ‘11th the 100th Brigade halted in reserve on the old battlefield 
of Le Cateau at Trois Villes, the 2nd Worcestershire finding shelter in the ruins of Le Fayt. Next 
morning came orders for the Brigade to advance to the front line and attack across the River. 


The enemy were holding the slopes east of the River Selle in some strength, and it was 
considered necessary to wait for artillery support. That involved delay, and the attack could not 
be staged earlier than the morning of October 12th. So throughout the day of October 11th the 
ludth Brigade remained stationary, busy, however, on preparations and reconnaissance. 

In spite of that delay, the difficulties of the artillery in getting forward guns and ammunition 
across the broken ground behind were so great that eventually it was decided that the attack could 
not be supported by any preliminary bombardment. Such gun-ammunition as was available had 
perforce to be kept in hand in order to meet possible counter-attacks. The Brigade must attack 
unsupported. Obviously only a surprise attack in darkness offered any chance of success, and it 
was decided to make the attempt before dawn of October 12th. 


The first problem was the passage of the river. That was to be effected by means of 
light footbridges, which were to be constructed during the night under protection of a 
covering party. 

It was decided that the 2nd Worcestershire should find that covering party, and that the 
other two battalions of the Brigade should make the subsequent assault. 

After dark on October 11th the bridging materials were brought up to the front line by two 
companies of Sappers. ‘A’ and ‘“ B’’ Companies of the 2nd Worcestershire (a) escorted them 
down the slopes to the river. The two Worcestershire companies then deployed into position along 
the river bank, and the Sappers set to work. 

It was a most anxious night. The enemy were no actually holding the river bank, Lut 
they were known to be i po ition along the line of the railway, little more than a quarter-of-a- 
mile away, and a hail of fire was expected at every moment; but unaccountably the enemy 
gave no sign, and eleven out of the twelve intended bridges were satisfactorily completed. 


In the small hours of the morning the two attacking battalions, Glasgow Highlanders on the 
right, and 16th K.R.R.C. on the left, came down to the river bank, filed across the bridges and 
deployed on the further bank. The remainder of the 2nd Worcestershire—Headquarters and two 
companies—were being held back in Brigade Reserve. 


(a) Commanded respectively by Lieuts. N. J. Waltho and H. E. Boswell. 
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At the first faint light of dawn the Highlanders and Rifles rapidly advanced up the slope 
and attacked the enemy’s positions along the railway embankment. The Highlanders were checked 
at the outset by concentrated fire, but on the left the Rifles succeeded in surprising the enemy and 
gained the crest of the ridge beyond. Their Battalion Commander moved forward across the river 
and established his Headquarters in a quarry on the further bank. 

On the left flank the 17th Division should likewise have pushed forward, but they had failed 
to do so, and the left company of the Rifles on the ridge were consequently exposed. To help them, 
some of the Worcestershire covering parties pushed across to the eastern bank ; but before a satis- 
factory defensive flank to the left could be formed, a strong German counter-attack struck in behind 
the left flank of the Rifles, overwhelming their Battalion Headquarters in the quarry. The Riflemen 
fell back to the line of the railway. There the Worcestershire reinforcements enabled them to hold 
on for a while ; but the enemy came on in force, and eventually the Rifles had to fall back to the 
line of the river. 

It was now broad daylight ; and it was clear that the enemy were strong in numbers and 
determined to hold the river line. A properly organised and supported attack would be necessary, 
andsuchanattack would take daysto prepare. So orders were issued to attempt no further advance(a). 
The troops would hold the line of the river with outposts on the eastern bank to protect the crossings 
already established. 

Aparé from the two companies on the river bank, the 2nd Worcestershire had not been 
definitely engaged in that fight; but the half-battalion in rear had moved up during the action 
to support the left flank and the enemy’s shell-fire had caused many casualties. The total loss 
during the day was 4 officers (6) and 45 N.C.O’s. and men (c), a sufficiently serious loss from a 
fighting strength which at the beginning of the day had only been 314 all told (d). The other two 
battalions of the 100th Brigade could muster no more than 400 between them when the day was out (¢). 

For one more day the 100th Brigade remained in the front line ; then Welsh troops of the 38th 
Division came up to take over the line. The 2nd Royal Welch Fusiliers took over the positions along 
the river bank from the 2nd Worcestershire, and the Battalion marched back to billets, first at Le 
Fayt and then, on October 14th, to Clary. 


Two other Battalions of the Regiment were close behind the fighting front during the great 
battle around Cambrai: the 3rd and the 2/8th Battalions. 


The 3rd Battalion, as we have told, had left the Flanders front on October 4th. Early on 
the following morning the Battalion detrained at Wanincourt ; and thence marched to Souastre. 
On October 7th the 19th Division moved forward, and the 3rd Worcestershire were carried by busses 
across the reconquered countryside and over the captured Canal du Nord to Graincourt. That 
shattered village was reached before midnight ; and the troops turned in for the night, only to be 
wakened at dawn next morning by the thunder of the barrage with which the battle had opened. 

Throughout October 8th the Battalion lay in reserve, listening to the guns and awaiting 
orders to advance. Next day came news that Cambrai had fallen ; but it was not until that after- 
noon that the 57th Brigade received orders to move forward to Anneux. 

On October 10th came orders for the Brigade to move on into Cambrai. The Battalion 
marched forward into the southern outskirts of the reconquered city. All the houses had been 
damaged and many of the ruins were still smouldering, but some buildings were habitable and in 
those the Battalion secured billets. On Sunday October 13th Church Parades were held. The 
Catholic service took place in the half-ruined Cathedral ; and that was the first service to be held there 
after the liberation of the city. Many officers and men of the Battalion were present. (/) 

The 3rd Worcestershire remained billetted in Cambrai during the next few days. 


The 2/8th Worcestershire followed hard on the heels of the 3rd Battalion. The 61st Division, 
of which the 2/8th Worcestershire formed part, had been ordered south from Flanders to the main 
battle-front during the first days of October. After detraining at Doullens on October 6th, the 
Battalion was billetted in the Citadel of that pleasant town, and remained there for two days, 
training and preparing for action. On October 8th, the day of the opening of the Battle of Cambrai, 
the 61st Division was ordered forward. The 2/8th Worcestershire moved up by rail, and detrained 
after nightfall at Hermies. Thence the Battalion marched forward towards Cambrai, crossing over 


(a) These orders were finally issued in the evening, after orders for a renewed attack had been first issued and then 
cancelled. 

(b) Lieut. H. Croydon-Fowler killed, 2/Lts. B. W. Dudley, H. Garrett and Watkin-Jones wounded. 

(c) 2 killed, 38 wounded, 5 missing. (d) 15 officers, 299 other ranks. 

(e) 9th H.L.I. lost over 160, 16th K.R.R.C. lost about 140. (jf) Sce illustration facing page 421. 
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the Canal du Nord by the bridges laid since the battle. In darkness lit by the gun flashes to the 
eastward, the battalions of the 182nd Brigade filed into the battered trenches of the old Hindenburg 
Support Line west of Graincourt, and remained there during the night. 

Next morning (October 10th) it was known definitely that Cambrai had fallen. The whole 
Army was moving forward, and that evening the Battalion marched to billets in the eastern out- 
skirts of Anneux ; thus literally treading in the footsteps of the 8rd Worcestershire, who had moved 
forward at the same time into Cambrai. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire remained at Anneux during the ensuing week, training busily for 
their next battle. 


THE ADVANCE IN FLANDERS. 


The great series of attacks by which the British First, Third and Fourth Armies had broken 
the Hindenburg Line had been arranged to coincide with other simultaneous attacks on the enemy's 
defensive line. All along the front the Allied Armies were in motion. Far to the southward the 
French and American armies were attacking in Champagne and in the Argonne ; to the northward 
a fresh battle had been opened by the Allied forces in Flanders. That battle began on September 
28th, the day after the opening of the Battle of the Canal du Nord ; and in that battle a great part 
was played by the 4th Battalion of the Regiment. 


The 4th Worcestershire had remained in the Lys Valley for some little time after the action 
at Hill 63. That fight, and the strenuous operations by which it had been preceded, had costithe 
29th Division a loss severe enough to entail a period of reorganisation. For a week the Battalion 
lay in camp near Bailleul ; then on September 11th the 88th Brigade marched back, through a 
countryside soaked with rain, to billets in Hazebrouck. There the troops were quartered in an 
empty hospital ; and training went forward busily, while reinforcements came in to make up the 
depleted ranks of the platoons. 

Then came orders for the 29th Division to move once again into the Ypres Salient. The 88th 
Brigade moved on September 21st, marching from Hazebrouck to Hondeghem, entraining there, 
detraining at St. Jan ter Biezen and marching to quarters in ‘‘ Road Camp ” nearby. 


The meaning of that move was soon made known (a). The 29th Division had been brought 
up into the Salient to take part in a great attack which was to be delivered along the whole front 
of the Ypres Salient, by the British Second Army together with French and Belgian forces, under 
the general command of the King of the Belgians. 


The 29th Division now formed part of the IInd Corps, commanded by Lieut.-General Sir 
Claud Jacob. As we know, Sir Claud Jacob had served in the Regiment at the outset of his career ; 
and on September 22nd he personally welcomed the 4th Battalion to his command. 

Two days later the Battalion moved up to the front line. The companies paraded at dusk 
on September 24th and were carried forward by light railway to Ypres. Battalion Headquarters 
took over good shelters in the battered Eastern Ramparts while the platoons marched through the 
muned city and relieved the Ist K.O.S.B. (b) in the front line between Zillebeke Lake and the Menin 

‘oad. 

The front taken over proved to be a wide extent for one Battalion to hold, and might have 
proved dangerous had the enemy been in good fettle ; but incessant shell-fire and news of defeat 
further south had taken the spirit out of the German troops in the Salient. After a night and a 
morning of heavy rain (September 25th) a little patrol, a sergeant and two scouts, worked their 
way forward during the afternoon (c) along the northern shore of the Zillebeke Lake towards the 
ruins of Zillebeke village. Near the northern end of the lake was a concrete blockhouse, damaged 
but probably occupied. Creeping up to the blockhouse, Sergeant J. Jones fired a revolver into it. 
A shot came back in reply. The sergeant fired again. Out at the back of the blockhouse scrambled 
six of the enemy, who put their hands up at once when faced by the rifles of the patrol. They were 
taken back as prisoners (d). 

2/Lt. R. H. Warren M.M. then decided to explore the blockhouse thoroughly. With two of 
his men he went forward, still in broad daylight, entered the blockhouse and found more of the 
enemy huddled inside. They also were shepherded to the rear—fifteen men of the 28th Bavarians 
with a light machine-gun. The troops were elated at the news: Bavarians had not hitherto been 
wont to surrender so easily : the morale of the enemy must be giving way. 


(a) Preliminary orders for the forthcoming attack reached the 88th Brigade on September 2Ist. 
(6) And two companies of the Ist Lancashire Fusiliers. (c) 3.30 p.m. 
(d) Sergt. Jones was afterwards awarded the M.M. 
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During the next two days the British shells howled overhead incessantly, plunging and 
bursting all along the front ; but the enemy’s reply was feeble, and two days in the trenches brought 
the 4th Worcestershire no casualties. On the night of September 26th/27th the 2nd South Wales 
Borderers came up to take over the line, and the 4th Worcestershire moved back through Ypres 
to reserve trenches about a mile west of the city. There all ranks rested as much as possible through- 
out the day of September 27th, while battle stores were issued and final preparations were made. 
The great attack was at hand. 


At 7.0 p.m. the troops were roused and hot soup was issued. At 9.0 p.m. the Battalion 
fell in and marched forward. In cold bright moonlight the 4th Worcestershire marched through 
the silent ruined city, past the wreck of the Cloth Hall and out by the Menin Gate. Outside the 
ramparts the companies filed into newly-made assembly trenches. 

In front of them, line beyond line of similar trenches were crowded with troops—the 86th and 
87th Brigades. Those Brigades were to make the attack on the enemy’s forward positions. The 
88th Brigade would follow close behind and would eventually go through them to carry the attack 
further still. 

By midnight all were in position. The hours of waiting which followed were marked by 
an exultant feeling such as had hardly been known to British troops since that last night of June 
1916 when hope had run so high, only to be so cruelly disappointed on the following morning. Since 
that day there had been an underlying uncertainty before every attack, a knowledge that success 
could only be gained after bitter trial. Now once again there was full confidence of victory—a 
confidence which was no longer the valour of ignorance but was inspired by a grim certainty of 
power. All ranks felt it— “ everyone in very high spirits,” recorded the Brigade Diary, “‘ and all 
“looking forward to a great success.” 


THE BATTLE OF YPRES, 1918. 


At 2.30 a.m. came a thunder of gun-fire from the north: the Belgian Army had opened the 
battle. The hour appointed for the British attack was not yet, and the troops waited for some 
time longer, listening to the guns on their left and making final preparations. At 4.0 a.m. came 
carrying-parties from the rear, bringing up cans full of tea, that each man might have a hot dnnk 
before the advance. 


The first streak of light had showed over the ridges in front when with one crash the British 
artillery broke into furious action. Bursting shells veiled the enemy's positions from view. The 
front lines of the 29th Divisicn went forward to the attack, and behind them the 88th Brigade 
followed eagerly, with the 4th Worcestershire leading. 

The success of the attack was complete. Up the line of the Menin Road the waves of fighting 
men advanced as the daylight grew, up the slope to Bellewaerde and Hooge and then on further 
to “‘ Stirling Castle.” There was hardly a check ; the enemy’s infantry were easily overwhelmed 
and the German artillery replied but feebly to the overwhelming fire of our guns. On the high 
ground by “ Stirling Castle’ the leading Brigades halted, according to their orders, and com- 
menced to entrench (a). 


Behind the attacking line the 4th Worcestershire had advanced up the Menin Road, which 
in the past four years the Regiment had known so well. On past Hooge and Bellewaerde the Wor- 
cestershire companies tramped, cver the old battle ground of the Ist Battalion in 1917 and stull 
onward up the rising ground to the tree-stumps of Inverness Copse. Thence the road slopes gently 
downward to the east. In response to the clamour of the guns the weather had broken, and it was 
in drenching rain that the 4th Worcestershire deployed, passed through the line gained by the 
leading Brigades (b) and advanced along the line of the road across the wilderness of shell-holes which 
covered the site of Veldhoek. 

There was little opposition and the wave of bayonets swept on through the rain. A battery 
of field-guns was overrun and passed (c), and many prisoners had already been taken when through 
the falling rain came a quick hail of bullets from machine-guns in front, the low ruins of buildings 
loomed up along the roadside, and down the line ran the word that this was Gheluvelt. 


(a) Some few of the Ist K.O.S.B. pushed on to “ Tower Hamlcts.”* (6) About 9.30 a.m. 
(c) The capture of that battery is also claimed by the Ist K.0.S.B., who appear to have occupied it after the 4b 
Worcestershire passed on. 
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THE RE-TAKING OF GHELUVELT 


SEPTEMBER 1918 
(4TH BATTALION) 


a) LT. COLONEL T. FITZJOHN, (2) The 
emdg. 4th Battn., Sept. 1918. (3) 


(5) MAJOR GENERAL D, E. CAYLEY, (4) LT. GENERAL. SIR, CLAUD YACOB, cmdg. the 2nd Corps 
(6) The Menin Road, Sept. 1918 (/mp. War Museum Copyright). 


front line near Zillebeke Lake (/mp. War Musewm Copvrch!) 
Gheluvelt after-the battle (Jip. War Musewm Copyright) 


28th Sept. 1918, GHELUVELT RETAKEN. 


The pace increased ; the platoons charged through the village, shooting down or rounding 
up such of the enemy as were to be found. After the first burst of firing the defenders made but 
a poor show of resistance. Private A. E. Hughes, one of the first to enter the village, found a large 
party of the enemy cowering behind cover, and single-handed he compelled the surrender of the whole 
party, thirty-two in all (a). Other captures were effected as easily. Within ten minutes the ruins 
had been cleared, and the platoons were reassembling and reforming in the drenching rain on the 
open slope beyond the village. All alike were soaked to the skin but all were exultant. Gheluvelt 
had been retaken (4). 


The barrage of our shells had moved on through the rain, and as soon as the platoons had 
reformed the advance was resumed. The pouring rain provided an effective screen for the advance 
and the leading platoons of Captain Hackett’s (‘‘ X ’’) company were within a few yards of a second 
battery before they were seen by the enemy. Such of the German gunners as were near the guns 
hastily surrendered, and the battery was rushed without loss (c). The attack pressed on down the 
gentle slope and then up the slight rise to Kruiseecke cross-roads. There shells from our own heavy 
guns were bursting in rapid succession, and the attackers had perforce to halt. 


The impetus which had urged the Worcestershire on through Gheluvelt had quickened their 
advance beyond that of the troops on their flanks. No supports were as yet in sight. Discovering 
the isolated position of the Battalion, some reinforcements of the enemy took heart of grace and 
were sighted forming up for attack. A rapid fire of musketry was opened, and the enemy’s movement 
was withered before it had time to develop. 

Although the German infantry did not attempt a further counter-attack, several bold machine- 
guns came into action and unpleasantly raked the ground. The intrepid Private A. E. Hughes 
crawled out alone to the attack, worked round from cover to cover till he was behind one of those 
machine-guns, closed in on the German post unexpectedly from the rear and compelled the surrender 
of its garrison, fourteen all told (a). 

Colonel Freyberg came up through Gheluvelt and established his Brigade Headquarters 
on the eastern side of the village. The 2nd Hampshire took up position in close support, doing 
excellent work in shooting down two hostile aeroplanes which attempted a plucky low-flying attack. 
Presently other troops came up on the flanks. 

Towards dusk the 2nd Leinster came forward to the line of the 4th Worcestershire, passed 
through and endeavoured to advance. But the enemy had brought up additional machine-guns 
whose bullets swept the open ground in front, and after a very short advance the Leinsters were 
brought to a standstill. . Darkness closed down and the firing died away (d). 

Throughout the night which followed rain fell continuously. The battle-field was quiet 
and the weary troops took such rest as was possible. They had advanced in light “ fighting order,” 
without packs or greatcoats ; and the transport vehicles had not been able to get forward across 
the battle-field. There was no food save what they carried in their haversacks, and the soldiers 
slept as best they could, too tired to worry about anything but the cold and the driving rain. 


At dawn next morning (September 29th) the British guns opened fire ; and at 7.0 a.m. the 
4th Worcestershire rose to their feet, soaked to the skin, stiff with the cold, but still full of fight. 
The companies opened out into “ artillery formation ” advanced through the line of the 2nd Leinster, 
and pushed on to the attack. The rain had ceased, the nearest enemy were falling back, and the 
troops went forward splendidly up the slope past Oude Kruiseecke and then forward along the 
high ground under a galling fire from machine-guns in front. Rossignol Cabaret was taken, and 
the leading platoons advanced up the slope of the ridge on which stands the little village of Koelenberg. 
There, for the first time that day, the advance met definite opposition. The ridge was strongly 
held and the open slopes were swept by the fire of several machine-guns. 

The platoons worked forward from cover to cover to attack the machine-gun posts. Captain 
A. H. Bowman brought his leading platoons into action against one concrete blockhouse : then, 
discovering a way of approach he made his way forward, accompanied only by one runner, surprised 


*(a) For his two exploits, Pte. Hughes was awarded the D.C.M. 

(6) The hour at which Gheluvelt was retaken is variously given. The Brigade Diary says 10.15 a.m., the Division 
11.0a.m. The Battalion Diary gives no definite time. In the storming of the village, Captain A. H. Bowman 
was conspicuous, leading his company with great dash and courage. 

(c) The guns were 8-inch howitzers. ‘‘ When Captain Hackett and his men arrived within a few yards of the guns, 
“one of them loosed off a final round. No harm was done, but this so annoyed Hackett that he rushed 
“* forward and beat the Bosche gunner over the head with his stick, asking him, ‘ What the ———— he meant 
“ by loosing off his gun at him ?’" (Story of the 29th Division). 

(d) On this day, 2/Lt. W. Hamer (4.S.C., attached) was wounded. The other casualties suffered are not recorded, 
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the garrison of the blockhouse and forced them to surrender, twelve in all (a). Further to the left 
Sergeant W. J. Smith single-handed attacked another blockhouse, creeping round the flank of the 
building under very heavy fire and capturing the six occupants (6). Thanks to those brave efforts 
the advancing platoons were able to gain some ground ; but the machine-guns on the upper slopes 
were so posted as to sweep all the intervening ground,and by 4 p.m. the attack was definitely held up. 

Word was sent back to the artillery, and a bombardment was arranged. At 7 p.m. the guns 
opened fire, and as their shells struck along the ridge the platoons again pressed forward to the 
attack ; but the bombardment was not heavy enough to beat down the German machine-gunners, 
and although one or two of the nearer posts were rushed, the hail of bullets from the higher ground 
soon forced the attackers to seek cover. A few prisoners had been taken (c) but the enemy’s defence 
was not broken, and the attempt had cost the Battalion dear. The casualties included two of the 
company commanders, Captain G. P. O’Donovan and Captain C. E. Hackett, with several of their 
subalterns (d), and the loss of those two fine fighting leaders had a dispiriting effect on their men. 


Another night closed down, with rain once more and bitter cold. By that time the officers 
and men of the 4th Worcestershire were physically at the limit of their powers. Since nightfall 
on September 27th they had been continuously under arms and in action, advancing against the 
enemy’s fire. Their only food had been such biscuits and bully as they had carried with them; 
for no other rations had yet arrived. All were in the last extreme of misery from the wet and the 
cold ; and all lay huddled on the open hillside, numb and exhausted. There was little firing that 
night, and through the hours of darkness the battle-front was quiet. 

That night (September 29th/30th) the Brigadier, Colonel Freyberg V.C., considered the 
situation of his own men and of the enemy. Throughout the advance he had been in the forefront 
of the attacking troops, and he knew, none better, their plight and their physical exhaustion ; but 
the enemy, he reasoned, must be in even worse case. The Germans, like his own men, had been 
fighting continuously for forty-eight hours ; but their battle had been a despairing struggle against 
a crushing barrage and against attacks by a greatly superior enemy. He remembered the exhaustion 
of his own Brigade after the defence of La Créche in April (e): the enemy must now be equally 
played out. He decided on an immediate attack. In the darkness before the dawn he came to the 
lines of the 4th Worcestershire, and ordered the Battalion to fall in. 

No order could have been more unwelcome (f) ; for officers and men were in a state of physical 
collapse ; but their discipline held. The platoons shook out into line, the numbed soldiers moving 
almost in their sleep, and as the first glimmer of grey light showed over the crest-line in front the 
Battalion advanced up the slope through the darkness in one dim wave of steel helmets and fixed 
bayonets. 

The Brigadier had reasoned rightly. Brave though they were, the German machine-gunners 
had been in no condition to meet that assault. The enemy surrendered or hastily decamped ; and 
in a few minutes the bayonets were flooding over the crest-line of the ridge. Hardly a shot had been 
fired, and the position had been gained without the loss of another man. 


As the daylight grew the advance went forward down the slope. The collapse of the enemy's 
resistance had roused all ranks to cheerfulness once more, and the troops pushed onwards witha 
will. The country was broken and difficult, machine-guns fired from the flanks and field artillery 
from in front ; but the companies advanced along the line of the Menin Road till they were close 
to the outskirts of Gheluwé. There the leading platoons were held up by a concentrated fire of 
artillery and machine-guns (g). The enemy had brought up fresh troops. 

When the check in front was realised, Colonel Fitzjohn (A) sent forward the two reserve 
companies of the Battalion to prolong the left flank and to endeavour to turn the enemy's position. 
Those two companies advanced gallantly, directed by the Adjutant, Captain J. E. Thorneloe, who 
conducted their deployment and established them in good positions despite a heavy fire 


(a) Capt. Bowman was awarded the M.C. (b) Sergt. Smith was awarded the D.C.M. 

(c) Twenty-five in all, including those taken by Capt. Bowman and Sergt. Smith. me 

(d) Killed, 2/It. J. Cowherd, M.C. Wounded, Capt. G. P. O. Donovan, M.C., Capt. C. Hackett, M.C., D.C.M., Lt. 8 
N. Newey, 2/Lt. D. L. Downes, 2/Lt. J. C. Marriott. 

(e) See page 359 and especially the footnote. 

(f) “Iwas the most unpopular man in France at that moment,” said Colonel Freyberg afterwards, ‘' but they thanked 
me later.” 

(g) One of the companies led by 2/Lt. R. H. Warren, M.M., made gallant efforts to gain ground, reaching the outskirts 
of the village in spite of concentrated machine-gun fire. 2/Lt. Warren behaved with great gallantry, and was 
awarded the M.C. 

(A) For his fine leadership throughout that long battle Colonel Fitzjohn was awarded a bar to his D.S.O, 
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from the enemy’s machine-guns (1). But the German defences were too strong to be stormed out 4 
of hand and too extensive to be turned ; and the most the Worcestershire companies could accomplish TH 
was to establish a satisfactory front and to endeavour to beat down the enemy’s fire. Presently 
the 2nd Leinster came up to reinforce the line, putting in one company on the right of the 4th 
Worcestershire and sending two more companies to extend the flank to the left, north of the Menin 
Road ; but that reinforcement could not gain any further ground in face of the enemy’s fire, and 
the position remained unaltered until darkness fell. 

After dark carrving-parties came stumbling up to the fighting line, bringing ammunition and 
welcome food—the first rations to reach the companies since the beginning of the battle. The 
transport wagons had been unable to move beyond Gheluvelt, for the Menin Road was an impassable 
morass, broken by shell-craters, sodden by the heavy rain, choked with streams of wounded and 
under continuous bombardment. Thanks to the energy of the Brigade Staff Captain, Captain 
L. J. A. Will of the Regiment (b), and his assistants, most of the supplies were loaded on to pack 
ponies and were thus sent forward to the troops. The laden ponies could not pass beyond Koelenberg ; 
but Company-Quartermaster-Sergeant C. Adams organised carrying parties and personally brought 
the rations up to the front line through the enemy’s fire. But for his devotion the forward companies 
would have been left without food (c). 

During that night the 4th Worcestershire were relieved by the 2nd Hampshire. The com- 
panies reassembled in the darkness and marched back into reserve. All ranks were exhausted, 
soaked and chilled ; but all realised that the victory they had gained was a sure presage of the end. 
As they trudged back through the rain westwards along the Menin Road the troops glanced over 
their shoulders to where behind them the wavering glow of great fires lit the sky behind the enemy’s 
Positions. Southward, Werwicq was burning, south-eastward was a dull glow from Menin, and 
away to the north-east over their right shoulders a fierce glare was seen from the direction of Roulers, 
The enemy was burning the towns before evacuation. 


On the western slope of the Koclenberg Ridge the Battalion halted and bedded down for 
the night in such shelter as could be found in the shelters and blockhouses of the enemy’s abandoned 
defences. Neither greatcoats nor packs had yet arrived, and it was impossible for the troops to 
dry their sodden clothes. Consequently the night was anything but comfortable, while platoons 
were reorganised and losses were counted. Casualties had been heavy in the three days, over 170 
in all (@), leaving but 400 of all ranks (e) available for battle. 


That night all were cheered by a message from their old Divisional Commander, Sir Beauvoir 
de Lisle. ‘‘ Well done the 29th,” he wired, “I knew vou would do great things ’’; and indeed 
he had good reason to be proud of the Division which for so long he had commanded and trained. 


Early next morning (October Ist) General Cayley came up to the front line and examined the 
Position before Gheluwé. The troops were badly in need of relief; but relief could not yet be 
arranged: one last attempt had to be made to gain the village in front. 

The day was spent in making preparations ; and on the following morning (October 2nd) 
the 2nd Hampshire attacked Gheluwé. The Hampshire men gamely fought their way into the 
village, but the enemy’s defences were strong, and sharp counter-attacks eventually drove back the 
attack. One company of the 4th Worcestershire was sent forward to help the 2nd Hampshire. That 
company was brought up on the left flank of the Hampshire and did good work in covering the eventual 
withdrawal. 

It was now clear that for the time the enemy’s retreat was at an end. Fresh German forces 
had established a strong defensive position and the advance of the Allied forces was barred until 
artillery could be brought into position to overcome the enemy’s resistance. A pause in the opera- 
tions ensued. The 88th Brigade was relieved, and the 4th Worcestershire marched back under 
cover of darkness to a temporary camp at Oude Kruiseecke. There at last the soldiers found dry 
garments and a hot meal. 


Next day (October 3rd) the 88th Brigade marched back along the Menin Road, through 
Gheluvelt and over the high ground of Stirling Castle, past Hooge to Birr Cross-Roads. 


(a) Captain Thorneloe, who was conspicuous for his gallantry and devotion throughout the day, was awarded a bar 
to his M.C. One of the two companies had lost all its officers in the previous fighting, and was led by C.S.M. 
T. W. Russon, who gave an example of fine leadership and contempt of danger. He was awarded the D.C.M. 

(0) Captain Will, it is recorded, “‘ worked indefatigably, practically without a rest throughout the operations.” He 
was awarded a bar to his M.C. (c) C.Q.M.S. Adams was awarded the D.C.M. 

(@) Killed, 1 officer and 31 other ranks. Wounded, 6 officers, 117 other ranks, Missing 19, 

(e) 13 officers, 391 other ranks. 
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The great battle-ficld was littered with wreckage of all sorts, and the line of the Menin Road 
was crowded along its whole length with fresh troops moving up, tired troops moving back, guns, 
wagons and lorries, sappers and pioneers labouring to fill up the shell-holes, and a whole Division 
of French Cavalry in bivouac at Veldhoek. The march was wearisome, but eventually Birr Cross- 
Roads was reached. A light railway had been laid forward to that point, which carried the troops 


back to camp beyond Vlamertinghe (a). There the 88th Brigade remained for two days, resting 
and refitting. 


THE ADVANCE TO DOUAI. 


The breaking of the Hindenburg Line was followed by a general advance of the Allied Armies 
and a recoil of the German forces all along the front. The rapid advance of the British attacking 
troops along the southern bank of the River Sensée across the Canal du Nord to Cambrai had com- 
pelled them to form a long defensive flank to face the enemy still in position on the northern bank 
of the Sens¢e, south and west of Douai. Those forces of the enemy might conceivably make a counter- 
thrust southwards against that extended flank. To obviate that danger it was desirable that the 
British forces between Lens and Arras should take the offensive and should advance eastward 
towards Douai. . 

The British Commander-in-Chief had not intended to make any great attack on the battle-front 
in Artois, north of the River Scarpe. Troops and guns were not available in sufficient numbers to 
justify an additional battle in that direction. But it was ascertained that the Germans were 
weakening their forces in Artois to feed the main battle further south; and that knowledge led 
General Heneker, commanding the 8th Division, to believe that a series of minor attacks might be 
successful in driving back the enemy. Permission was obtained to begin offensive operations, and 
during the first weck in October the necessary preparations were made (6). Then the advance 
began ; and in that advance much hard fighting fell to the Ist Battalion of the Regiment. 


On the front of the 8th Division the German trenches were supported by two strong defensive 
lines, known to the British staff as the Fresnes-Rouvroy Line and the Drocourt-Queant Line. West 
of the Fresnes-Rouvroy Line the enemy originally had constructed another elaborate line of defences, 
which had run northwards from Roeux through Gavrelle, Oppy, Fresnoy, and Acheville,, towards 
Mericourt and on to Lens; but that trench-system had been breached in the Arras battles of 1917, 
and the British hold on it had never since been relaxed. It was not yet wholly in British hands, 
and, as we have already seen, much sharp fighting had taken place among its maze of trenches. 
Those trenches were commanded to a great extent from the height of ‘‘ Greenland Hill” on their 
right flank: that height was still in the enemy’s hands, and hitherto progress had been difficult. 
‘‘ Greenland Hill ’”’ was the key of the situation, and plans were made for its capture. On October 
3rd the front of the 8th Division was extended to cover the trenches facing ‘‘ Greenland Hill,” which 
were taken over (:) by the 23rd Brigade, commanded by Colonel G. W. St. G. Grogan V.C. The 
attack on the hill was fixed for October 7th and simultaneous minor attacks were to be made at the 
same time along the whole front of the Division. 


The Ist Worcestershire were then holding a system of captured German trenches between 
Gavrelle and Oppy—the ground on which the 14th Battalion had been engaged during the Battle 
of Arleux. In front of the trenches occupied by the Battalion was a maze of trenches held by the 
enemy, some wrecked and deserted, others occupied at intervals with machine-gun posts cunningly 
sited to sweep all the open ground ; and the exact position of those hidden machine-guns was not 
easy to discover. : 

During the night of October 6th/7th a daring reconnaissance was carried out by 2nd Lieutenant 
S. C. Johnson and Company-Sergeant-Major G. Crump of ‘‘B” Company. Together they worked 
their way forward across the broken ground to the enemy’s line, and accurately located the positions 
of four of the German machine-guns. Thanks to the information thus gained, Major Roberts was 
enabled to make a detailed plan of attack ; and before dawn all was ready. 

The Battalion was disposed with “ B ” Company, commanded by Captain R. A. O'Donovan, 
in the front-line trenches and the other three companies in support trenches behind. ‘‘ B ’’ Company 
was to open the attack. In front the enemy were holding a trench called “ Oppy Support ” from 


(a) “Dirty Bucket Camp.” 


+ (b) Casualties 1st Worcestershire, Ist—6th October, 2 wounded. (c) From the 51st (Highland) Division. 
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-which projected two saps, ‘‘ Cruet ” and “ Chalk.” Those two saps would be attacked from the 
“South by two platoons under 2nd Lieutenant S. C. Johnson, while another platoon of ‘‘ B ’’ Company 
under Lieut. H. F. Wilkins would fight their way down “ Oppy Support ” from its northern end, 
where the junction of that trench and “ Link Trench ” was already in our hands. 

No great force of artillery could be spared to support the attack; but a battery of trench- 
Mortars was in position (4). For the rest the troops would trust to their own bombs and bayonets. 


In the darkness before the dawn 2nd Lieutenant Johnson and Sergeant-Major Crump led 
forward the two platoons for the southern attack and formed them outside the trenches near the 
railway, facing north about a hundred yards from the enemy’s line. At the same time Lieutenant 
Wilkins brought his plaioon into position at the trench junction further north (0). 

Then all lay quiet until, as the first light showed in the eastern sky (c), the trench-mortars 
suddenly opened fire. For two minutes their bombs hurtled through the air and burst around the 
located positions of the German machine-guns. Then the trench mortars ceased fire, and the two 
platoons of the southern attack rose to their feet and charged. Sergeant-Major Crump headed 
the dash which entered the enemy’s trench, while 2nd Lieutenant Johnson led another party round 
the left flank of the enemy’s defence and cut off their retreat. Private A. King showed great 
initiative and courage, personally capturing thirteen prisoners (d). Several of the enemy got away 
and fell back up “‘ Oppy Support,’’ only to meet Lieutenant Wilkins’ platoon bombing down the 
trench. Then for a few minutes the trapped enemy fought desperately. Lieutenant Wilkins and his 
platoon sergeant were both hit; but Lance-Sergeant W. Seale rushed forward, led on the attack 
‘and killed several of the enemy (d). A splendid example of courage was given by the leading 
bayonet-man of the foremost bombers, Private W. T. A. Brown, who in spite of a shower of bombs 
pressed resolutely forward, his cool demeanour and determined manner steadying the young soldiers 
behind him (@). 

After a short fight the enemy’s resistance collapsed. Some broke out of the trench and tried 
to escape to the line behind, only to be shot down as they ran ; the remainder surrendered. Thirty- 
eight prisoners were taken, with four machine-guns (e). 


Then “ D” Company came up to the fight. The lack of supporting artillery compelled their 
movement to be restricted to a bombing attack up the trenches ; for it was impossible to make 
any advance across the open in face of the enemy’s machine-guns, now firing continuously from 
every direction. Forming up in “ Link Trench,” ‘‘ D ” Company bombed their way eastward along 
that trench towards the main Fresnes—-Rouvroy Line. As the main trench was neared the enemy's 
opposition grew stubborn, bombs came flying through the air in every direction and several men 
were hit ; but “ D’”’ Company pushed on. 

After a short but desperate fight the attacking bombers beat down the resistance and entered 
the main trench. A defensive post was established at the junction of “ Link Trench” with the 
Fresnes—Rouvroy Line. Then one platoon pushed northwards up the main trench to gain touch 
“with the Sherwood Foresters, while the remainder of ‘‘D’”’ Company started to bomb their way 
along the trench to the southward. Some ground was gained, but the enemy’s resistance stiffened 
and developed into a definite counter-attack. The bombs of ‘““D ’’ Company ran out, and for a 
moment the situation was serious. Private R. Batchelor scrambled out of the trench with his 
Lewis-gun. Heedless of a hail of bullets from rifles and machine-guns, he crawled forward along 
the parados until he could bring his weapon to shoot straight down the trench into the enemy ; and 
then with burst after burst of fire he held the German bombers at bay (f). Thus covered, the young 
Soldiers of “ D ’’ Company fell back in safety to the trench-junction. 

Help was at hand. Two platoons of “C” Company were led forward by Captain A. E. 
Prosser along “‘ Link Trench.’”’ These passed through ‘‘ D ” Company and renewed the attack down 
the trench. A hard fight followed ; but ‘‘ C ’’ Company were not to be denied. Headed by Captain 
Prosser they rushed two machine-guns in succession, capturing 17 prisoners. The German bombeis 
fought desperately, defending each section of trench in succession, and several times holding up the 

attack ; but each time the resistance was beaten down by Lieutenant C. Davies, who scrambled on 
to the parapet and rushed forward with a rifle, shooting down into the crowded trench. Thanks 


:(a@), Captain O’Donovan was asked whether he would prefer a short bombardment by the artillery or a trench-mortar 
barrage; he decided on the latter. 

On The other platoon of ‘‘ B” Company was held back as reserve. 

(c) 5 a.m., October 7th. (d) Pte. King, Sergt. Seale and Pte. Brown were awarded the D.C.M. 

(e) 2/Lt. Johnson and Sergt.-Major Crump were both awarded the M.C. Capt. O’Donovan, who had planned and 
conducted the attack, was awarded a bar to his M.C, 

(1) Pte. Batchelor was awarded the D.C.M. 
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to his reckless courage, the enemy were forced back along the trench for nearly a mile; and “C" 
Company cleared the front line of the Fresnes-Rouvroy system as far south as “Corn Trench,” 
capturing 36 prisoners and several machine-guns (a). 


The crash of bombs and the rattle of musketry continued after darkness fell. On the left 
touch had been gained with the Sherwood Foresters; that battalion had cleared Oppy, but was 
suffering severely from the fire of two large trench-mortars ensconced in the ruins of Nevereuil, 
which they were unable to approach from the northern side; so after dark Captain Prosser led 
forward a party to attack those mortars. Working from shell-hole to shell-hole across the broken 
trenches, Captain Prosser and his men rushed the mortars with the bayonet, captured them and 
dragged them back in triumph. 

That night the firing died away and losses were reckoned ; which proved unexpectedly light, 
less than 20 (b) in all. The day had been very successful. Away to the southward Colonel Grogan’s 
Brigade had captured ‘‘ Greenland Hill ” and the trenches around Biache St. Vaast. 


After a quiet night, all made ready to renew the fight next morning. In the first light 
(October 8th) the Worcestershire bombers advanced cautiously ; but no opposition was met. The 
enemy had abandoned their support trenches, had completely evacuated the Fresnes-Rouvroy Line, 
and had retreated across the open to their next system of defences, the Drocourt-Queant Line, nearly 
two miles away. 

Outposts were established in the open country ; and after dark on October 8th a daring 
Worcestershire patrol made their way forward up the road from Nevireuil to Izel,as far as the outskirts 
of the latter village. There they took cover and listened for some time to the talking of the enemy 
outposts along the ruined houses before making their way back. Late that night the 2nd Northamp- 
tonshire, hitherto in reserve, came forward through the captured line and advanced across country. 
The Northamptonshire established a new line close to Izel, while behind them the Worcestershire 
laboured during the next few days on improving the defences of the captured trenches. 


The Drocourt-Queant Line, which now faced the 8th Division, looked formidable. Air photo- 
graphs reveiled it as an elaborate system of trenches well protected by wire ; but the morale of such 
prisoners as were captured seemed low. The lack of artillery precluded anything like a general 
attack all along the line ; but it was hoped that if a sudden and concentrated attack at one point 
could effect a breach, the dispirited enemy might abandon the position. 

Once again the ground on the right flank was the more favourable, and the operation was 
entrusted to Colonel Grogan’s Brigade. 


At dawn on October 11th the Devons and Middlesex of the 23rd Brigade attacked with all 
the support that the artillery of the 8th Division could provide. The attack was brilliantly successful, 
the German trenches on the front of those two battalions were stormed ; and, as had been hoped, the 
enemy all along the line abandoned their excellent defences and crowded back across the open in 
full retreat. Orders were flashed to all battalions of the 8th Division to advance at once. 

On the front of the 24th Brigade the 2nd Northamptonshire advanced, occupied the enemy's 
abandoned defences and followed the retreating Germans out into the open country beyond. By 
nightfall the Northamptonshire had gained the line of the railway, a good mile east of the trenches. 
Behind them the Ist Worcestershire moved forward to the empty Drocourt-Queant Line. The 
Battalion was ordered to occupy those trenches as a support position ; and the Worcestershire lads 
spent the rest of that day exploring the abandoned defences and adapting them for use in the opposite 
direction. So hurried had been the enemy’s retreat that meals ready cooked were found and eaten. 
The troops marvelled at the strength of the German defences, with their deep strong trenches and 
excellent dugouts—work more elaborate than anything in the British lines. 

Next day (October 12th) the advance continued. The 2nd Northamptonshire, still in front 
line, pushed forward unopposed past Esquerchin and Lauwin until their leading platoons were 
close to the main rvad from Henin-Lietard to Douai. Then sharp bursts of machine-gun fire 
checked the advance, which finally came to a standstill among the cottages of Planque along the 
line of the main road. Behind them the Ist Worcestershire moved forward from the Drocourt-Queant 
trenches to the line of the railway north of Quicry-la-Motte. On their southern flank Colonel Grogan 
and his men had taken Vitry-en-Artois and were close to Brébiéres. All ranks were elated at the 
rapid and easy advance. 


(a) Capt. Prosser and Lieut. Davies were both awarded the M.C. 
(4) One killed, two officers (Lt. H. F. Wilkins and 2,Lt, C. E. Hawkins) and sixteen other ranks wounded. 
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13th Oct. 1918, THE ADVANCE ON DOUAI. 


The psychology of soldiers in retreat is interesting to study. Advancing battalions may vary 
as to the spirit with which they attack, but the temper of retreating troops is prone to incalculable 
changes. Sometimes, as in a well-known instance of the American Civil War (u), the arrival of 
one leader of firm purpose and strong character has turned a defeated rabble back to victory : 
sometimes, as in a famous tale of Kipling’s, the very consciousness of disgrace has spurred broken 
troops again to fight well. Whatever may have been the cause, a reaction of that kind took place 
among the German troops. Their resistance stiffened. On October 11th the German infantry 
in front of the 24th Brigade had abandoned their strong defences without firing a shot ; on October 
13th they were fighting stubbornly, contesting every inch of the ground they held. 

Against that strengthened resistance the 2nd Northamptonshire made no further headway ; 
and on the afternoon of October 13th the Ist Worcestershire took over the front line. The Worces- 
tershire companies advanced past Esquerchin to Lauwin down a long easy slope. In front the 
ground was broken with many trees and bushes, from which the stammer of machine-gun fire was 
plain to hear but difficult to locate. Away to the right a pall of smoke hung above the spires of 
Douai. 


Orders were that the Ist Worcestershire should at once continue the advance. Dusk was 
closing in as the leading platoons of the Battalion reached the front line of the 2nd Northamptonshire 
along the main road. Without a pause, “A ‘’ Company, led by Captain R. Harrison, crossed the 
road and advanced in the failing light towards the village of Flers. Behind them followed “C” 
Company. As the Worcestershire platoons passed through, the 2nd Northamptonshire assembled 
in the gathering darkness and marched back into reserve. 

The advance of “ A’’ Company was met by a hot fire from German machine-guns on the 
left flank, which were firing from a small copse and from a cemetery between Flers and Auby. With 
some slight loss (b) ‘‘ A’’ Company pushed on through Flers and out the other side. The left flank 
platoon then tackled the copse and the cemetery, and after a short fight both were cleared. On 
the right flank the advancing troops stumbled in the darkness upon a working-party of the enemy ; 
who were hunted off to the houses of Cite Dorignies. ‘‘ A’ Company had carried out their allotted 
task; ‘‘C ” Company were now to go through to the line of the Haute Deule Canal. 

An advance at night is never easy. At 8.30 p.m. Captuin A. E. Prosser, commanding “C” 
Company, led a strong patrol (.) forward to the canal bunk. A skirmish with a p..rty of te enemy 
by the wood which borders the canal a mile north-east of Flers ended in the hurried retirement of 
the Germans. They left a light machine-gun behind in their flight and ran back across the railway 
bridge. The Worcestershire patrol boldly pursued and crossed the railway bridge. On the opposite 
bank a splutter of fire ended in another stampede, and the Worcestershire lads secured another 
abandoned machine-gun (a). 

So far all was very well. The patrol recrossed the bridge and reconnoitred the wood on the 
Canal’s western bank. The wood was found to be unoccupied ; so Captain Prosser and his party 
went back to fetch the Company. In the darkness ‘‘ C ’”’ Company advanced and took up position 
in the wood ; a matter of great difficulty, for high wire entanglements (e) had been strung between 
the trees and the ground was swampy. The troops did their best to dig themselves into safety ; 
but water was only two feet below the soil, and their labour resulted in excavations which were 
hardly defensible trenches but were merely waterlogged ditches in which the troops splashed about. 

In mid-October it is not encouraging to be up to the knees in water ; but all laboured with a 
will, and eventually the work was completed. By the hard work of a party of signallers under 
Sergeant Joseph a telephone was laid forward to the wood, and ‘‘C ”’ Company took up position 
for cefence, three platoons in line through the wood and the fourth thrown back as a defensive 
flank to the left. From that direction heavy firing had been heard, and there a sharp fight was in 
progress. 


The village of Auby was held by the enemy. That village was on the boundary line allotted 
between the 8th and the 12th Divisions, and a concerted attack on it had been planned. Troops 
of the 12th Division would attack it from the west, while two platoons of the Ist Worcestershire 
would push in from the south. Artillery support was arranged and the attack was ordered for 
5.15 a.m. 


(a) Sherman at Cedar Creek. 

(b’ One sergeant wounded and one man killed. 

(c) 12 N.C.O’s. and men. 

(d@) In that adventure Sergeant J. Egan, M.M., showed great bravery, leading the rushes and inspiriting his young 
soldiers. He killed four of the enemy. 

(e) In some case 10 feet high, 
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“A” Company were entrusted with that operation. Half-an-hour before the time fixed, 
Captain Harrison led forward his two left flank platoons and deployed them opposite the southern 
face of the village. At the hour appointed the British guns opened fire. Attacking behind the 
barrage the two platoons pushed into the village and a sharp fight ensued. One German machine- 
gun was captured by a rush led by Captain Harrison, and in a few minutes the village was cleared. 
Then, since no touch could be gained with the troops of the 12th Division, Captain Harrison ordered 
his men to withdraw. 


. Ist 


As dawn broke (October 14th) the enemy’s guns opened fire all along the front. Shells 
struck in every direction. One big shell pitched into the building on the outskirts of Flers in which 
forward Battalion Headquarters (a) had been established, killing six men and wounding eight more. 
Lance-Corporal R. Arnold, in the adjoining room, was thrown down by the explosion, but miracu- 
lously escaped wounds. Badly shaken though he was, he pluckily pulled himself together, and at 
once started to extricate from the shambles those still living, and dressed their wounds. His swift 
work and presence of mind in the midst of the bombardment saved many lives (6). 

Shells were bursting in every direction, and Captain E. G. Coxwell was struck down while 
returning from the canal bank to Battalion Headquarters with a report of the position. Sergeant 
E. Joseph of the Battalion Signallers went to his assistance, and practically carried the wounded 
officer back unaided all the way from the wood (c). Shells cut the telephone wire which had been 
laid forward. Lance-Corporal V. Beesley, though already wounded in the face, volunteered to go 
out, and under heavy fire repaired the line (d) ; Lut in spite of his gallant effort the line was soon 
again destroyed. 


The main force of the bombardment was concentrated upon the wood on the canal bank, 
and there it was soon realised that the position of ‘‘ C ’’ Company was very dangerous. The enemy 
on the opposite bank of the canal had been reinforced and were strongly posted in good cover. The 
wood itself was open and afforded but little protection ; the enemy’s shells and bombs were striking 
in all directions ; and from the roof of a large factory on the opposite bank a group of German 
machine-guns swept the shallow trenches. Other machine-guns took the trenches in enfilade from 
the buildings of Cite Dorignies on the right flank. On neither flank could touch be gained with any 
other troops. 

In spite of the enemy’s fire “‘ C ’ Company held on doggedly until German infantry advanced 
from Cite Dorignies to outflank their position. Then at last Captain Prosser decided that it was no 
longer possible to hold the wood, and that the company must retire to Flers. It was urgently 
necessary for some support to assist the withdrawal and hold back the advancing enemy ; but 
telephone communication had broken down, and behind the wood the ground lay bare and open 
for half-a-mile swept, by the enemy’s fire. It appeared impossible for any message to be sent back ; 
but one of the Company runners, Private T. W. Woodhouse, volunteered to go. He started off, 
and for eight hundred yards he ran the gauntlet of the enemy’s shells and bullets, taking no cover 
but racing onwards to save his comrades (e). The message arrived in time, and urgent orders were 
sent for “‘ A’’ Company to move at once to the threatened flank. 

By that time most of ‘‘ C ’’ Company had been hit, the enemy advancing trom Cité Dorignies 
were closing round the right flank, and Captain Prosser gave orders for the company to retire(/). 
““C"’ Company withdrew from their position in good order, by successive platoons, and made the 
best of their way back across the open ground. Captain Prosser, unflinching in courage and devoted 
to his men, was the last to leave the wood. 2nd Lieutenant H. L; Cooper covered the retreat, 
directing the fire of a Lewis-gun until the remainder of the company had got clear. The dangerous 
right flank was protected by another Lewis-gun fired by Private A. S. Applebee, who held his ground 
heroically after his platoon commander had been killed, and did not retire till the rest were in safety, 
and by a small ration-party which Private A. J. Gifford had been leading up to the line. On seeing 
the company retiring and the enemy advancing to cut off their retreat, Private Gifford and his 
comrades dropped their ration-bags and opened a steady rifle-fire which held back the encircling 
enemy until the danger was past (g). Captain Harrison led forward the Lewis-gunners of “A” 
Company, and brought them into action in time to check the enemy’s pursuit. 


(a) During those operations these two forward companies were under the orders of the Second-in-Command, Major 
W. V. Franklin, D.S.O. (b) L/Cpl. Arnold was awarded the M.M. The Adjutant, Lieut. L. 
Smith, at once organised a party to clear the wreckage, and greatly assisted the rescue. Throughout these 
operations Licut. Smith showed great gallantry and ability. He was awarded the M.C. 

(c) Sgt. Joseph was awarded the M.M. (d@) L/Cpl. Beesley was awarded the M.M. 

(e) Pte. Woodhouse was awarded the D.C.M. 

(f) That order was taken along the line by C.S.M. S. Phillips, in spite of the close fire of the enemy on the further bank; 
and it was thanks to ms devotion that the survivors received the message to withdraw. He was awarded a 
2nd bar to his D.C.M, (g) Pte. Applebee and Pte. Gifford were awarded the D.C.M. 2/Lt. Cooper 
was awarded the M.C. 
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14th—18th Oct, 1918, OCCUPATION OF DOUAI. 


But the remnant of ‘‘C ”’ Company suffered terribly while crossing that half-mile of shell- 1st 
swept open ground ; and only a few groups of survivors reached cover among the ruins of Flers. 
All the officers of the company had been hit and more than 60 of the rank and file (2). The gallant 
Captain Prosser was among the lost. 
After the retreat of “‘C” Company the fighting died down, though heavy firing continued 
throughout the day. At dusk the line was reorganised and was definitely established on the eastern 
outskirts of Flers. The losses of the two companies had been severe: over 100 in all, including 
5 officers (5). 


That repulse left the Battalion grim with anger: anger which found its vent in a petition 
to the Commanding Officer signed by the officers on behalf of the men of their companies. They 
asked that the Battalion should not be relieved until the Division should have taken the canal and 
“absolutely cleared the Bosche from this area.” ‘‘ We are prepared to go into action at once,” 
continued the message, “‘ and we can guarantee that the ground shall be cleared.”’ In all the long 
history of the Battalion it is difficult to recall any act more truly in accord with the proud spirit 
of the old ‘'wenty-Ninth. 


The Battalion was not relieved. For two days they fretted in inaction while guns were 
brought up and preparations were made. The enemy’s artillery fired fiercely throughout the day 
of October 15th (c); but next day the shelling died down, and that night (October 16th/17th) all 
was quiet. An enemy withdrawal was suspected, and before dawn Major Roberts led ‘‘ B ’ Company 
forward. A few shots were fired from the further bank ; but the enemy’s snipers fled when “ B” 
Company, headed by Major Roberts, dashed at the wreckage of the bridge (d) and scrambled across. 
The Commanding Officer was the first to reach the further bank. There was no sign of opposition 
and Major Roberts at once led a party rapidly forward in the growing light. 

“D” Company followed in the wake of “B” Company, and soon both companies were 
making their way across the canal. Men could only scramble one at a time over the wrecked bridge, 
but presently a pontoon was brought up from the rear to act as a ferry and the movement was 
hastened. Away to the right the empty and deserted city of Douai was being occupied by our 
troops. The enemy had gone right back ; and Major Roberts with a few stalwarts pushed on to Bas 
Liez, which he cleared, driving out an enemy patrol. A platoon of ‘“‘ B”’ Company under Captain 
R. A. O’Donovan followed as fast as they could move, and occupied Bernicourt Chateau. 

Not until 5.0 p.m. was the last man of ‘“‘B” and ‘“‘ D’’ Companies across the canal. By 
that time the direction of the advance had been altered somewhat to the right, and at nightfall 
the two companies were formed up in position facing east, a short way south of Roost Warendin. 
Behind them the sappers were busily hammering away on a new bridge at Auby. Troops of the 12th 
Division came up in line on the left. 


Dawn next morning (October 18th) was shrouded in thick mist ; but as soon as it was light 
the advance was begun, along the southern side of the railway line. There was some firing near 
Raches, but by 9.0 a.m. that village had been occupied. 

The advance went forward in successive stages, for touch on the right was lost at intervals 
in the mist, and a defensive flank had to be formed several times along the bank of the Scarpe Canal. 
Anhiers, Ancienne Abbaye and Montreuil were taken in succession by the Battalion in the face of an 
intermittent fire from the enemy’s rear parties (e). One of those parties was surprised by the 
subaltern of the leading platoon, 2/Lt. E. J. Nicholls, M.C., who captured its machine-gun and two 
prisoners; but unfortunately that brave young officer was killed soon afterwards. 


(a) Gallant efforts were made to rescue the wounded who lay strewn over the open ground under the enemys fire. 
‘Captain Harrison was wounded while endeavouring to reach a wounded man, and Sergeant Egan showed 
great courage, bandaging up men under fire and carrying back as many as he could move. Sergeant Egan was 
gwaried the D.C.M. Captain Harrison, who had shown fine leadership throughout the fight, was awarded 

e M.C. 

(b) Casualties, Ist Worcestershire, October 14th. Killed, Licut. E. A. Palmer and 10 men. Wounded, Capt. E.G. 
Coxwell, Capt. R. Harrison and 31 N.C.O’s. and men. Missing, Capt. A. E. Prosser, Lt. E. T. Leach, Lt. H. B. 
Lever (Bedfords, attached), and 56 N.C.O’s. and men. Those three missing officers all died later in the hands 
of the enemy. 

(c) Casualties, Ist Worcestershire, October 15th. 2 wounded. 

(@) Apparently the railway bridge, though one account calls it “‘ the bridge at Auby,” and the Battalion Diary gives 
a map location 200 yards north of the railway bridge. 

(e) During that advance conspicuously good work was done by Sergeant A. Gould, who led one of the platoons. 
Sergeant Gould was one of the few original N.C.O’s. of the Battalion who had served continuously throughout 
the War, never leaving the Battalion save for two months when sick. He set a splendid example, aad was 
awarded the D.C.M. 
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That was to be the last loss suffered by the Battalion (a2). That night the front line (6) 
stood fast on a wide front from the River Scarpe on the right to Montreuil on the left. The Battalion 
had now indeed “ cleared the Bosche ” from the Douai area. Nowhere were the outposts of the 
8th Division in touch with the enemy. Early next morning the Sherwood Foresters came up through 
the outpost line and continued the pursuit. The Ist Worcestershire moved back, and the Battalion 
concentrated in Anhiers for a well earned rest. , 


* © © * & % FF fF & e & F & & 


While the fighting round Douai was in progress the advance in Flanders had been resumed. 
We have described how after the first sweeping success at Ypres the enemy s resistance. aided by 
the vile weather, had brought the Allied attack to a standstill. But there was no mind to accept 
that check as other than momentary ; and preparations were busily made to renew the battle. 


On October 5th the 88th Brigade, rested and refitted, had moved forward again from their 
camp behind Vlamertinghe. Lorries carried the 4th Worcestershire along the road into Ypres, 
where the troops settled into billets, first in the old Infantry Barracks and then next day near the 
Railway Station. Ypres was now at last out of range of the enemy’s guns; and a few of the old 
inhabitants were venturing to return to the ruined city. 


The 29th Division had taken over a new sector of the front, some four miles 1.orth of Menin 
and hard by the village of Ledeghem. That position was held by the forward Brigade, the supporting 
Brigade being some seven miles in rear, on Westhoek Ridge. Thither the 88th Brigade marched 
on October 7th, and the 4th Worcestershire found quarters in dugouts and new built shelters. Two 
days later the Battalion marched forward and relieved the Dublin Fusiliers in the front line. 

The new trenches, close in front of Ledeghem village, was quiet enough save for occasional 
shell-fire. The Battalion held that position for two days. Then the 87th Brigade took over the line, 
and the 4th Worcestershire marched back through driving rain to huts and shelters at Becelaere. 


Preparations for a renewed advance were almost complete. Orders were issued ; and on the 
evening of October 13th the troops moved forward into assembly positions for the attack. The Allied 
Armies in Flanders, under the command of the King of the Belgians, were again to attack the enemy 
along the whole front. 

For days past the weather had been miserable, continuous drizzle alternating with squalls of 
driving rain. Flanders was at its worst, and the troops doubtless ‘‘ swore terribly ’ as did their 
ancestors two hundred years before ; but, wretched as the weather was for the troops, in one way 
it had been a blessing in disguise: the enemy's aircraft had been unable to go up, and the con- 
centration for the attack, was carried out unobserved. : 

With the coming of darkness the rain died down, and a clear starlight night ensued. The 
troops reached their allotted positions and there entrenched. On the front of the 88th Brigade 
the 2nd Leinsters were to deliver the attack, with the 4th Worcestershire in second line behind. 
The 2nd Hampshire were in reserve. The clear night was followed before the dawn by a mist 
which rose thickly from the sodden ground. 


THE BATTLE OF COURTRAI (c). 


As the first light filtered through the mist the British guns broke out in an intense barrage 
fire. By the irony of fate it had been arranged that smoke shells should form a large part of that 
barrage, and the smoke from the shells mingled with the unexpected mist to form a dense fog. 

Into that fog the attack advanced. In a few minutes, despite compasses and guiding marks, 
most of the platoons had lost direction, and the lines had begun to disintegrate. The fog deadened 
even the thunder of battle, toning it down to a dull roar on every side ; and the troops plunged 
forward blindly through the obscurity which hedged them in. 

Soon the 4th Worcestershire had caught up with the Leinster platoons in front. In a little 
while the two Lattalions were intermingled and were blundering forward together. Led by Captain 
E. R. Smith and Lieut. Lawson Walker, the Worcestershire platoons fought their way through 
the ruins of Ledeghem and out among the hedges and shell-holes beyond. The enemy s troops, 
surprised and overwhelmed, surrendered as soon as the bayonets came on them in the fog; and 
many machine-guns were taken together with several field-guns (d). 


(a) Casualties, Ist Worcestershire 18th October—l1 officer (2, Lt. Nicholls) and 2 men killed. 
(6) “' D” Company was in frontline. The other companies were in support or reserve. 
(c) This is the official title for all the fighting of the British Second Army on October 14th—2O0th, covering the two 
distinct attacks on the former and latter dates. 
(4) Exact number not specificd in any report. The tutal captures of the 20th Division during the battle included 
15 field-guns. 
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14th/190h Oct. 1918. OPERATIONS AROUND COURTRAI. 


Not until long after daylight did the fog thin out and fade away ; and for a long time neither 
Battalion Headquarters nor the artillery in rear could be certain as to what had happened in front ; 
but the Battalion Intelligence Officer, Lieutenant E. R. Newcomb, went forward to the front line 
and ascertained the situation by a bold reconnaissance, despite the enemy’s fire (a). The leading 


platoons, Leinster and Worcestershire lads intermingled, were found to have reached the line of - 


the road from Barakken to Overheule. On that line the two battalions reorganised, while the 2nd 
Hampshire went through to continue the advance. The renewed advance went well enough for 
some distance ; but was held up during the afternoon by determined opposition near Gulleghem. 
No further ground could be gained before dark, and the Brigade settled into position for the night. 
The 4th Worcestershire had moved forward during the afternoon to a support position north of 
Moorseele ; which village had been taken by the troops on the right. 

The days losses had been considerable, over 120 of all ranks (b). Among the severely wounded 
was Captain E. P. Bennett, V.C., M.C., who had joined the Battalion only four days before the 
battle. 


The confusion of that battle in the mist taught a useful lesson, and it was broad daylight 
next morning (October 15th) before the advance was resumed ; then at 9.0 a.m. the British guns 
again opened fire, and the 87th Brigade advanced through the front line. The enemy were in no 
mood for fight, and the advance continued unchecked to the outskirts of Courtrai (c). The Germans 
fell back across the River Lys and took up a position on the further bank. During the ensuing 
night the British advanced troops moved down to the river bank and there established an outpost 
line. 

In rear of that advance the 88th Brigade followed slowly. The Brigade was now in reserve 
and moved forward to Salines. North of that village the 4th Worcestershire found shelter for the night 
in ruined cottages. 

Next morning (October 16th) came orders for the 88th Brigade to take over the positions 
gained. The Brigade moved forward and the 4th Worcestershire relieved the Ist Border Regiment 
in the support position on the northern side of Heule. Preparations were busily in progress for 
effecting the passage of the Lys. 

That evening the 9th (Scottish) Division on the left succeeded in throwing some light bridges 
over the river and pushing a battalion across, which took up position along the road and railway 
between the cabarets of St. Aubert and ‘“‘ Au Chevalier.” At dawn next day (17th) the Germans 
furiously attacked that advanced battalion, their artillery demolishing the light bridges. The 
Scotsmen held their ground bravely and beat off the attack ; but their position was plainly precarious, 
and they were recalled to the western bank. To cover their withdrawal, Lewis guns of the 4th 
Worcestershire and 2nd Hampshire were brought into action; and thus protected the Scotsmen 
were ferried back into safety (d). It was clear that more preparation must be made before the 
passage could be secured. 


After that affair it was decided that the 88th Brigade should relieve the 9th Division ; and 
the 4th Worcestershire took over from the Scotsmen their positions on the river bank facing Harlebeke. 
The ensuing day (October 18th) was quiet. Preparations for the attack across the river were now 
practically complete ; and during the next day orders were issued. The attack of the 29th Division 
would be delivered by the 88th Brigade, with the Hampshire and Leinsters in front and the 4th 
Worcestershire in support. 


The enemy in front did not appear to be in any great strength, though their machine-guns 
still spat venomously from the further bank, and at dusk on October 19th the operations were begun. 
Covered by a heavy bombardment the 2nd Hampshire were ferried across the river in pontoons, 
and the Hampshire companies secured the further bank. Sappers constructed a bridge, by which 
the Leinsters crossed (¢). The line of the railway was gained and all was made ready for an advance 
next morning. 


(a) Lieut. Newcomb was subsequently awarded the M.C. 

(0) Killed, 2 officers (Lt. C. G. Sneade M.C., 2/Lt. J. L. P. Talbot (died of wounds)), and 11 men. Wounded, 3 officers 
(Capt. E. P. Bennett, V.C., M.C., 2/Lt. S. J. Rye M.C., Lt. A. V. Colledge) and 83 other ranks, Missing 28. 
Capt. E. R. Smith and Lieut. Lawson Walker were both awarded the M.C. 

(c) A pathetic feature of that days advance over a countryside previously unbroken by war was the number of women 
and children who were found killed or wounded by shell-fire. Many of the wretched inhabitants had remained 
in their cottages in the hope of liberation ; and though the British artillery did their best to avoid bombardment 
unless the enemy were definitely located, the German gunners shelled all the buildings evacuated by their 
troogs. (See the Story of the 29th Division). 

(@) By means of 3 pontoons pulled back and forwards by ropes. (e) At 6 p.m, 
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THE BATTLE OF COURTRAI. 20th Oct.1918, 


At dawn (a) the British artillery opened fire and the attack began. All along the Allied 
4H front troops were pushing forward (b). Behind the front line the 4th Worcestershire filed across the 
canal and formed up on the further bank. One company was detached to “ mop up” Harlebeke. 

The rest of the battalion advanced. 

In the difficult country around the railway several gaps had opened in the front line (c). To 
assist them one company of the Worcestershire was sent forward. That company, under Captain 
A. H. Bowman, passed through a gap in the front line and advanced towards the village of Staceghem. 
Several machine-guns were firing from the houses, and the Courtrai-Bossuyt Canal in front formed 
an awkward obstacle, but Captain Bowman led his platoons with dash and skill, and the village 
was rushed without heavy loss. He then deployed his company beyond the village as right flank 
guard to the advance till the 41st Division should come up into line (d). 

The 41st Division had been delayed by awkward fighting amid the ruined streets of Courtrai 
but before midday the city had been cleared, and British troops were seen passing out from the 
eastern outskirts. Then the advance was resumed and was continued for some two miles, Captain 
Bowman's company keeping pace on the southern side of the Courtrai-Bossuyt Canal. 

The German rearguards did their best to delay the advance by bursts of machine-gun fire. 
One machine-gun shot straight down the canal, and made it difficult to maintain communication 
with Captain Bowman’s flanking company ; but Sergeant H. Smith was charged with the duty of 
keeping liaison, and he organised a method of throwing messages across the water—messages which 
he then picked up in spite of the enemy’s fire. Meeting a sergeant of a flanking unit he pushed 
on with him to gain touch with the situation in front. A light machine-gun opened on the two 
sergeants at close range from the houses of Essher. Neither was hit. Opening rapid fire the two 
sergeants silenced the machine-gun and rushed the houses, putting the enemy to flight and shooting 
several as they ran (e). 

The Germans had fallen back to a new position on the heights about St. Louis, and during the 
afternoon the advancing troops were held up by the fire of several machine-guns and mortars. 
The 86th Brigade came up from support during the afternoon, passed through the front line and 
endeavoured to advance ; but they could gain little more than two hundred yards; and on that 
line the advance came to anend. After dark the battalions of the 88th Brigade marched back into 
reserve at Staceghem (/). 

Pending the completion of preparations for a fresh attack, the line stood fast beyond Courtrai ; 
and for the following week the 4th Worcestershire lay quiet in Staceghem, resting and cleaning up. 
Then the 29th Division was relieved and moved back out of the line. The 4th Worcestershire 
marched through Courtrai on October 26th south-westward to Neuville near Tourcoing. Next 
day the march was resumed through the liberated cities of Tourcoing and Roubaix to Croix, where 
the Battalion was billetted comfortably in a large factory. There the Battalion remained, resting 
and training, until November 6th. 


*- e+ & © & eR FR HK HE RE Ke 


Before the battle of Courtrai was at an end, the British Armies further south were again 
attacking on the main battle front, the country beyond Cambrai, where the enemy since October 12th 
had been holding positions along the line of the River Selle. 

The eastern bank of the River Selle had been organised by the enemy as a reserve line of 
defence, and there the pursuit of the Allied forces had been checked after the breaking of the Hinden- 
burg Line. We have already told of the part played by the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment in the 
gallant but fruitless attempts to force the passage of the river on October 12th. After that repulse 
the opposing troops stood fast along the line of the river for some few days: busy days; for all 
.along the British front preparations were being made to renew the attack, and fresh troops were 
being brought up. 

Among those fresh troops were the 3rd and the 2/8th Battalions of the Regiment. We have 
already told how the 19th Division, of which the 3rd Battalion now formed part, had moved up into 
Cambrai after the battle by which that city was reconquered ; and we have told also how, close on the 
tracks of the 19th Division, had followed the 61st Division, including the 2/8th Worcestershire. 
Both those Battalions, rested and refitted after their fighting in the valley of the Lys, were now 


(a) 6am. October 20th. 

(6) On the right of the 29th Division were the 41st Division ; on the left the 9th and 36th Divisions. 

(c) Valuable information as to the situation was brought back by the Battalion Intelligence Officer, Lieut. E. R. 

‘ Newcomb, who once again distinguished himself by told reconnaissance in the front line (see above, page 465). 

(d) Capt. Bowman was awarded a bar to his M.C. Major K. H. Marryatt, Second-in-Command of the Battalion, was 
: subsequently awarded the D.S.O. 

(e) Sgt. Smith was awarded the D.C.M.  Essher is a small hamlct on the canal bank, not shown on the plan. 

(f) There are no figures available as to the casualties of the Battalion in that attack. The total figures for the 88th 

Brigade are 14 killed, 98 wounded, 25 missing. 
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Ost. 1918, THE PLAN FOR THE SELLE. 


ready for further action. Closer to the line were the 2nd and 1/8th Battalions of the Regiment, 
which formed part respectively of the 33rd and the 25th Divisions. 

The plan which the British Commander-in-Chief had decided for the new battle bore a close 
remembrance to that on:which the victorious advance in August had been conducted. The British 
Armies were. to launch in succession a series of attacks along the different sectors of the battle front 
from right to left, each compelling the enemy to put in his reserves, and together giving the German 
forces no respite for recovery. It was planned that the first attack should be delivered on the right 
flank of the battle-line from Le Cateau southwards : that attack should quickly be followed by a second 
Attack extending from Le Cateau northwards: then, when those two attacks had drawn in the 
enemy’s reserves, a third and final attack all along the front was definitely to break the enemy’s 
resistance. 

Those successive attacks were planned at intervals of three days, the first on October 17th, 
the second on October 20th, and the third and greatest on October 23rd. 

In the first of these attacks the 25th Division, including the 1/8th Worcestershire, was to 
take part on the right flank of the battle ; in the second attack the 19th Division, including the 3rd 
Worcestershire, was to be engaged near the left flank of the long front. In the third and final attack 
the 33rd Division, including the 2nd Worcestershire, and later the 61st Division, including the 
2/8th Worcestershire, were destined to aid in the victory ; andi in that final phase the 1/8th Worces- 
tershire were again to win much honour. 


It will be remembered that, after the victorious advance to the line of the River Selle, the 
75th sh ade, including the 1,;8th Worcestershire, had been drawn back into reserve to rest. 
After a few days of quiet at Serain, while preparations for the new attack were made, the 
Brigade marched forward on the afternoon of October 16th to Honnechy. There orders for the 
battle were received. The 25th Division was at first to be in reserve; the 50th Division in front 
would make the opening attack. 


THE BATTLE OF THE SELLE. 


Early in the morning of October 17th the British guns opened fire, and the 50th Division 
went forward to the attack. That thrust was immediately successful, and orders came for the 
reserves to move up. The 1/8th Worcestershire moved forward from Honnechy to reserve positions 
in the sunken road south east of Reumont—the very position occupied a week before. There the 
Battalion remained throughout the day. The 50th Division after an initial success, was experiencing 
great difficulty on the ridges south of Le Cateau, and an American Division further to the Fight 
was likewise held up. 

That evening came orders for an advance: the 75th Brigade would pass through the line of 
the 50th Division and would capture Bazuel. 


In darkness and thick mist the 1/8th Worcestershire moved off at 2.30 a.m. (October 18th) 
over the little Essarts stream and eastwards to the banks of the River Selle. Crossing the river 
was a difficult operation in the mist, for most of the bridges had been destroyed by the enemy’s 
gun-fire ; but eventually all got across and formed up on the further bank in a railway cutting (a). 
The 1/5th Gloucestershire were on the left and the 1/8th Royal Warwickshire were in Brigade reserve. 
In front of them the troops of the 50th Division were also forming up for attack. 


With the first light the British guns opened fire (b) and the 50th Division attacked. The 
reply of the enemy’s guns caused many casualties (c) among the waiting battalions of the 75th Brigade; 
but the bombardment was patiently endured until, at 7.15 a.m., the order came for the Brigade to 
advance. A dense mist still shrouded the battlefield, and in that mist the companies pushed forward 
in “‘ artillery formation,” passing through disordered units of the preceding troops. 

In the mist the Battalion disintegrated. Machine-guns firing from the right flank held up 

“C” and “ D” Companies. ‘‘ A’ Company, less strongly opposed, pushed on to the crest of the 
‘high ground above Bazuel. There a sharp fire was opened on them, and a German field battery not 
.four hundred yards away fired at them point blank through the mist. Lieut. W. H. Reynolds 
quickly brought his Lewis-guns into action, the German gunners hastily withdrew, and “ A ’’ Com- 
pany rushed the guns (d) with little loss. 


(a) ‘‘C’’ Company on right, ‘‘D ” in centre,“ A’’ onleft. ‘ B’’ Company had lost so heavily in the previous fighting 
that the company had temporarily been broken up. A company of the 1/8th Royal Warwickshire was 
attached as Battalion Reserve. 

(b) 5.30 a.m. (c) One H.E. shell caused 14 casualties in one platoon of the 1/8th Worcestershire. 

(2) 77 m.m, field-guns. Lieut. Reynolds was awarded the M.C. 
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THE VICTORY IN FRANCE AND FLANDERS. 18th Oc. 1918, 


Two platoons of the reserve (Royal Warwickshire) company now made their way up and 
joined “A ’’ Company. Thus reinforced, Lieutenant Reynolds pushed on through the mist into 
Bazuel. He found the village unoccupied, and was able to gain touch with the 1/5th Gloucestershire 
who had reached their objective, the line of the railway westwards from Bazuel to Le Cateau. 

On the right, however, ‘‘ D”’ and ‘‘ C’” Companies were still held up by the machine-guns 
firing through the mist along the ridge. Colonel Clarke then asked for an additional company from 
the Royal Warwickshire ; with that reinforcement he intended to advance southward from Bazuel 
and take the obstinate enemy in flank. But before that plan could be put into effect the desired 
advance had been made. Captain J. O. Walford of ‘‘C ’’ Company, after a personal reconnaissance (2), 
decided that a strong advance firing would have the required result ; for the enemy’s morale was 
believed to be low. After forming a strong front line he gave the word to advance, and his men 
moved forward through the mist rapidly firing their rifles and Lewis-guns from the hip. That 
method of attack would have been folly in broad daylight ; but in the general obscurity that oncoming 
blaze of musketry frightened the enemy machine-gunners from their position ; and the advance 
continued unchecked past the southern outskirts of the village. 

In the valley below four guns were suddenly sighted looming up in the mist. They were 
rushed and captured by ‘‘ C’” Company ; and proved to be a complete battery of 4.2 inch howitzers. 


‘The German battery commander was taken, as well as eighteen horses (b). Later in the day two 


ammunition limbers, ignorant of the battery’s fate, drove up to the battery position through the fog 
and likewise fell into our hands. 

By 3.0 p.m. the Battalion had taken its allotted objectives, and all companies were busy 

consolidating. The losses had not been heavy: about 40 in all(c). The Battalion had captured 
79 prisoners, including a field officer, 24 horses, 8 guns and 5 machine-guns, besides many limbers, 
wagons and other impedimenta. 
: Next day (October 19th) the mist cleared. The 75th Brigade stood. fast on the ground 
gained for two days, shelled constantly but not otherwise attacked. On October 20th the gun-fire 
rose to intensity as the second great attack of the battle was opened north of Le Cateau ; and the 
left flank of the 75th Brigade moved forward to the line of the Richemont stream in conformity 
to the forward movement on the left ; but that advance did not materially affect the 1/8th Worces- 
tershire, who held their ground until relieved, after dark that evening, by the Ist Leicestershire 
of the 6th Division. Then the Battalion marched back to St. Benin for a short rest. 


While the 1/8th Worcestershire had thus been fighting on the right flank of the British Armies, 
the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment, on the left flank of the battle front along the Selle, had also 
been under fire. 

Until October 16th the 3rd Worcestershire had remained billetted in Cambrai; then, on the 
eve of the battle, the 57th Brigade marched out of the city, eastward to the front line.’ 

We have explained that it was not intended that an attack on a large scale should be made 
north of Le Cateau during the opening phase ; but to confuse the enemy and to test his defences a 
local attack had been carried out on that day (October 16th) against the village of Haussy. The at- 
tack had been made by the 24th Division, and at first had been successful ; but a vigorous German 
counter-attack regained the village and proved that the enemy’s strength there had not been 
weakened. 5; 

After that attack the 24th Division was relieved by the 19th Division, including the 3rd 
Worcestershire. 


+ After a night in billets at St. Aubert (d) (October 16th/17th) the 3rd Worcestershire moved 
forward after dark on October 17th, and relieved the 7th Northamptonshire in the front line on 
the heights above Haussy. That village lies athwart the River Selle in the steep valley down which 
that river flows. Since the repulse of the 24th Division on the previous day, the river had formed 
the line of demarcation between the opposing forces, and across the valley from heightgto}height 
the outposts kept up a bickering fire. 


Orders were to advance the line where possible ; and during the night the outposts of the 3rd 
Worcestershire were pushed forward down the slope. Patrols of ‘“‘ D” Company made their way 
downhill to the railway-cutting on the western edge of the village. That cutting was reconnoitred 
and found empty. Supporting platoons were brought forward, and by daylight they were firmly 
established in the cover @ forded along the railway. 

(a) Made on a captured horse. (6) Captain Walford was awarded the M.C. 

(c) 2 killed, one officer (Lieut. A. R. Watson) and 38 other ranks wounded. ‘ 

(d) There the Battalion was on historic ground. In the days of “ the brave old Duke of York,” one of the most famous 
actions of British cavalry had been fought at Villers-en-Cauchic, not two miles to the northward, 
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LRth—29nd Oct. 1918. THE BATTLE OF THE SELLF. 


Fe Next day (October 18th) the platoons on the high ground had to lie close in their cover, for the 
artillery of both sides were active ; and the enemy’s guns, roused by the battle further south, swept 
the heights with salvo after salvo, But that intermittent bombardment did not keep back “ D” 
Company in the railway cutting. The ruined houses of Haussy were close in front, apparently un- 
occupied ; and daring patrols crept out from their cover to find their way into the ruins. Advancing 
from house to house, the patrols pushed down towards the river until held up by sharp bursts of 
fire from machine-guns on the further bank. Before nightfall two platoons were established in the 
wrecked village between the railway and the river. 


October 19th was a similar day of fierce gun-fire and of enterprises by patrols. Orders for 
the new attack had now been issued, and all knew that the battle would open next day. That night, 
bridges were brought up to the line by the sappers and were carried forward in the darkness down 
the slopes to the river banks. 

The attack of the 57th Brigade was to be made by the other two battalions of the Brigade, the 
10th Royal Warwickshire and 8th Gloucestershire ; the 3rd Worcestershire were to form the Brigade 
Reserve. Presently the two attacking battalions came up through the darkness; they took over 
the positions on the heights ; and the Worcestershire companies assembled and concentrated in 
rear. 

In spite of all the noise and movements of the bridging and of the relief the enemy showed 
no signs of activity. It was suspected that a withdrawal had taken place; presently patrols 
explored the further bank and confirmed the suspicion. The attacking troops filed across the 
bridges and formed up without loss on the further bank. Haussy village was occupied and the 3rd 
Worcestershire were placed under cover in the cellars of the broken houses. 


At 2.0 a.m. (October 20th) the British guns opened fire, and the attacking battalions pushed 
up the slope beyond Haussy. Near the crest line some machine-guns spat fire from the darkness ; 
but the resistance was not serious, and before daylight the attack had gained its objective, the crest 
of the ridge which divides the valley of the Selle from that of the River Harpies. 

No need arose to employ the reserve ; and so throughout the ensuing day the 3rd Worces- 
tershire remained in. Haussy, exploring the ruins and awaiting orders. No orders came, and the 
Battalion still remained in reserve. In front, beyond the ridge, the other two battalions of the 57th 
Brigade had some sharp fighting in the two days which followed, advancing to the line of the, River 
Harpies; but the 3rd Worcestershire were not ordered forward ; and the only loss suffered by the 
Battalion (a) was from long-range shells which crashed down at intervals into the ruined village. 


While that heavy fighting had been in progress, the 61st Division, including the 2/8th 
Worcestershire, had moved forward from reserve and lay close behind the fighting line, ready to take 
its place in the battle. After a busy week of training west of Cambrai the 2/8th Worcestershire 
had been ordered forward on October 18th from Anneux into Cambrai itself (b). Thence on the 
following day the Battalion had moved eastward to Rieux. 

The 2/8th Worcestershire remained billetted in that village until October 23rd, listening to 
the gun-fire in front and making final preparations for battle. 

The 61st Division was now in direct support to the 19th Division and was intended to relieve 
that Division after the first day of the final great attack all along the line on October 23rd which 
was to complete the victory in that great battle. 


By October 22nd the two initials attacks of the Battle of the Selle had achieved their object. 
“Along the whole front the enemy’s defences had been broken, their reserves had been used up, 
.and the morale of their troops had been worn down. At many points the enemy were still fighting 
stubbornly and there the attacks had made but little headway ; at other points the German troops 
.were showing signs that the increasing strain of meeting attack after attack was affecting their 
nerves. Plans for the final attack on October 23rd were made with confidence by the British staffs. 


(a) Casualties, 3rd Worcestershire. October 19th-—23rd. 18/19th 3 killed, 14 wounded. 19th/20th 1 killed, 32 


wounded. 20th/2Ist 1 killed, 4 wounded, 2Ist/22nd 2 killed, 3 wounded, 22nd/23rd 1 killed, 2 wounded. 
Total 8 killed, 5 wounded. 


23rd/26th 2 killed, 6 wounded. But Brigade Diary gives a total of 2 officers, 89 other ranks. No officers 
are mentioned by the Battalion, 


® The Battalion was billcttcd in the Rue de Peronne, Battalion Headquarters being in No, 42 of that street, 
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On the evening of October 22nd the whole ten-mile battle-front of the British Armies along 
the line of the River Selle was astir from north to south, from Haussy down to St. Benin, with 
long columns winding forward through the darkness into position for the attack. Among those 
troops. three Battalions of the Regiment were marching forward to battle. 


On the right flank of the British attack the 1/8th Worcestershire marched at 10.0 p.m. from 
their billets at St. Benin to the outskirts of Le Cateau. There the Battalion formed up and lay 
waiting in the railway cutting east of the town. The 75th Brigade was to attack Pommereuil and the 
Bois 1’Evéque. 


In the centre of the line of attack the 2nd Worcestershire were moving into position. During 
the preceding week the Battalion had remained in billets at Clary, resting and refitting after the 
heavy fighting earlier in the month. On October 21st a move forward had been made from Clary to 
Bertry. Now the 100th Brigade, of which the Battalion formed part, was marching forward to 
avenge the loss of so many brave officers and men ten days before ; for the position from which 
the attack of the Brigade was to start was that very position from which, on October 12th, the 
Germans had repulsed the gallant efforts of the Rifles and Highlanders to win a foothold on the 
eastern bank of the Selle. 

During the first days of the battle that position on the further bank had been won at heavy 
cost by the 38th (Welsh) Division. The 33rd Division was now to take over the ground gained 
from that Division, and thence was to join in the general attack. 

The 100th Brigade was at first to be in Divisional Reserve. The other two Brigades of the 
33rd Division relieved the Welshmen along the crest line east of the River. Behind them the 100th 
Brigade filed over light bridges across the river and settled into cover on the slope, in that very railway 
cutting which the enemy had held in the previous fight. 


On the left flank of the British line the 2/8th Worcestershire had moved forward during the 
afternoon from Rieux into bivouac in Montrecourt Wood. There the 182nd Brigade were con- 
centrated. The 61st Division was not intended to take part in the first day’s fighting of the new 
attack. That opening attack was to be made by the 19th Division in front. After the first day 
the 61st Division would take over the line, and would extend the front of attack still further to the 
north. 


By 10.0 p.m. along the whole ten-mile front the troops were in position and the gunners 
were ready. A hush fell all along the line. In the British trenches the crowded troops were dozing 
over their rifles. The night was fine though cold. The moon, nearly at its full, shone down through 
a thin mist, dimly lighting all the countryside. Everything was quiet along the battle-front save 
for an occasional shot and, more rarely, the boom of a random gun and the wail of its shell, followed 
by the dull crash of high explosive or the soft ‘‘ phut ”’ of a gas shell. Lights soared up at intervals, 
blazed for a minute and then faded away in the misty moonlight. Midnight passed, and all grew 
yet more quiet. 

At 1.0 a.m. a whisper ran down the line. All along the front men awoke quietly, settled 
their equipment, gripped their rifles and looked forward over the parapets into the dim moonlight. 

Suddenly (a) the British guns shattered the peace of the night with a deafening crash, and 
behind a rain of shells the battalions swarmed over the parapets and advanced to the attack. 


On the right flank of the long line of attacks the 1/8th Worcestershire (b) rapidly advanced. 
At 1.35 a.m.“ C ”’ Company led the way forward, followed in succession by “ D ”’ and ‘‘A ”’ Companies. 
Orders were to advance as rapidly as possible, leaving the following troops to deal with outstanding 
enemy posts. Consequently the Worcestershire companies pushed on swiftly across the valley of 
the Richemont stream, running the gauntlet of several machine-guns which fired from both flanks. 
The advance closed in towards Pommereuil. South of that village Captain G. L. Watkinson, 
commanding “‘ A” Company, was leading his men across the road when two German officers with 
their orderlies appeared out of the mist. A fierce and rapid fight ensued, and both the German 
officers were killed. One of their orderlies escaped, ran back into the village and gave the alarm. 
The enemy in the village tried to run out in a crowd but they were driven back by fire. The village 
clearly held too many Germans for an immediate attack in the darkness to promise good results: 
so “ A” Company held their ground for a while, awaiting reinforcements. 


(a) The hour of opening fire varied at different points of the line. On the right it was at 1.20 a.m., in the centre at 
2.0 a.m., and on the left of the twelve-mile battle-front the guns opened at 3.30 a.m. 

(6) In this attack, and during the three days which followed, the Battalion was commanded by the Second-in-Command, 
Major J. P. Bate D.S.O., M.C. 
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In the first light of dawn (a), a British tank appeared. Arrangements for a concerted attack 
were quickly made. Rumbling and banging, the tank rolled forward into Pommereuil with the 
platoons of A” Company close behind. The enemy fied, and the village was cleared with little 
loss (6). 

Meanwhile, further to the left, ‘‘C’ and ‘“‘D’’ Companies had pushed further forward. 
Their orders had been to secure the northern edge of the Bois l'Ev.que. Pushing on along the edge 
of the wood, the leading platoons of ‘' D'’ Company came in sight of three German guns (c) firing 
from behind a hedge close to the Ferme des Tilleuls. Fire was quickly brought to bear on them, 
the gunners were shot down and the guns were silenced. The rear platoons were brought up, a 
heavy covering fire was brought to bear, and ‘ D'’ Company, headed by Lieutenant E. Wedgbury, 
rushed the Farm (d) and the battery, killing or capturing all the defenders. 

Stock was taken of the situation. The rapid advance had led the Worcestershire companies 
far into the enemy's position. No support to flank or rear was visible ; and the enemy’s “ S.0.S.” 
rockets were still shooting upwards from posts over a mile behind. The situation was extraordinary, 
for the Battalion was right inside the enemy's defensive lines; but the Worcestershire lads were 
in good heart and were full of confidence. They settled into position for defence and waited for 
reinforcements. 


Dawn ‘October 23rd) showed the German forces falling back on every side. A large body 
of the enemy came retreating up the valley on the northern side of the Bois l’Evéeque. “ D” 
Company opened rapid fire, and the enemy, completely surprised, surrendered ‘en masse’'—a hundred 
prisoners, including seven othcers. 

Presently supporting British troops, a battalion of the East Surrey, came up on the left, 
and all set to the work of entrenchment. 

Once again the casualties had been light—3 men killed, 3 officers (¢) and 41 men wounded. 
The captures had included 15 officers and 371 men of the enemy, besides the three guns (/). 


Thus on the right flank of the British Armies the great attack had been brilliantly successful. 
An equal success had attended the battle in the centre of the line, where the 2nd Worcestershire 
took part in the attack of the 33rd Division. 


North of Le Cateau the British artillery had opened fire at 2.0 a.m. and the attack then began. 
Pushing forward in the misty moonlight, the leading Brigades of the 33rd Division fought their way 
up the line of the straight Roman road which runs north-eastward from Montay to Englefontaine 
andthe Mormal Forest. The villages of Richemont and Forest were taken after sharp fighting. Then 
as the day dawned, Croix and Vert Baudet also were stormed. The enemy's machine gunners 
kept up an obstinate resistance, and midday was past before the attacking troops had cleared 
Vendegies Wood. Bevond that wood the attack was finally held up; though all that afternoon 
fighting continued, with heavy shelling and sharp bursts of machine-gun fire among the hedgerows. 

In that attack the 2nd Worcestershire had borne no active part. The 100th Brigade had 
followed close behind the attacking troops, ready to go through. But the opportunity had not 
arisen ; and at dark the Brigade halted in Vendegies Wood. There the 2nd Worcestershire entrenched 
for safety under cover during the night. 


On the left flank of the British attack the advance of the 19th Division had not been carried 
quite so far as in the centre of the battle line. There the British artillery had opened fire at 3.20 a.m. 
and the attack had gone forward. On the front of the 57th Brigade the two front line battalions, 
the 10th Royal Warwickshire and the 8th Gloucestershire, had crossed the line of the River Harpies, 
captured the village of St. Martin and secured the crossings over the River Ecaillon. There their 
advance was stayed, nor had it been intended to go further. 

The advance, so far as it went, had been quite successful, and there had been no reason to 
call upon the Brigade reserves ; so throughout that day of battle the 3rd Worcestershire remained 
in the ruins and cellars of Haussy, awaiting an order to advance which never came. Then that 
evening the 61st Division came up in relief, and the 3rd Worcestershire marched back out of the 
battle to Avesnes ; where next morning they were rejoined by the remainder of the 57th Brigade. 


(a) About 6 a.m. 

(6) Captain Watkinson was awarded a bar to his M.-C, Sergt. A. T. J. Sherwood did conspicuous good work, leading 
a party of 3 men to attack a defended building and capturing the house with its garrison. He was awarded a 
bar to his D.C.M. (c) 4.2 inch Howitzers. 

(d) Just before 6am. Great gallantry was shown by 2/Lt. D. Gordon who led the attack on the hostile machine-guns, 
2/Lt. S. T. Bateman M.M. also showed great dash and initiative in the advance, pushing on resolutely and 
capturing Many prisoners, Both subalterns were awarded the MC. 

({e) Lieuts. W. H. Reynolds, R. 5. Miller and C. A. Connor. Of these Lieut. Miller, being wounded and missing, was 
given up for dead. He had been carried off by the enemy in their retirement, and eventually recovered. 

(f) Lt. Wedgbury, M.C., D.C.M., M.M. (Glouc. Regt. attached), was awarded the D.S.U. 
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The great attack of October 23rd had been a triumphant success. Along the whole battle- 
front the enemy's defences had been broken, and the German troops had been driven back for several 
miles. Orders were issued to push on and exploit the success. The two days which followed were 
days of heavy and varying fighting along the whole front, and in describing them it will be most 
convenient to follow separately the fortunes of each of the Worcestershire battalions. 


On the right flank the nightfall of October 23rd brought no relief to the 1/8th Worcestershire. 
By the successful attack that day the Battalion had won its way right inside the enemy’s lines and 
was now in position on the northern edge of the Bois l’Evéque, with troops of the 74th Brigade 
prolonging the line to the right. 

Orders had come for a further advance. A stretch of open country separated the Bois 
l’Evéque from the Forest of Mormal. Across that open space was stretched a strong German trench 
line with an outpost position in the village of Fontaine-au-Bois. The 74th Brigade, originally 
in Divisional Reserve were to pass through the line gained and would attack Fontaine-au-Bois. 

That attack had formed part of the plan for October 23rd ; but the accidents of battle, and 
especially hostile machine-guns in the Bois I’Ev. que, had delayed the advance of the 74th Brigade 
through that wood; and the North-Country battalions of which that Brigade was composed (a) 
did not come up into line with the 1/8th Worcestershire until after night had fallen. They had 
suffered considerably in their advance ; and the 1/8th Worcestershire were attached temporarily 
to the 74th Brigade, in order to ensure sufficient force to take their objective. 

Orders to that effect had reached the Battalion at 10.0 p.m. The Battalion would deploy 
on the left flank of the 74th Brigade, and would attack with them towards the north-eastern out- 
skirts of Fontaine-au-Bois. 


Preparations were made, and shortly before dawn (5) on October 24th the 1/8th Worcestershire 
deplcyed for attack, north-east of Tilleul Farm. 

Once more the British guns opened fire in the darkness and the attacking troops pushed on. 
Machine-guns blazed out from the front, but the troops in the elation of victory pushed on rapidly, 
and the enemy fell back. The artillery barrage caused a temporary check on the outskirts of 
Fontaine-au-Bois. Then the guns lifted their fire, and the attack moved on. Then the barrage 
moved so swiftly that the troops could not keep pace. Try as they would the distance between 
the bayonets and the barrage widened more and more; and the enemy in front sprang to their 
feet as the bursting shells passed on beyond. A week earlier in such a situation the defenders would 
have opened fire and the attack would have been brought to a standstill ; but now the heart had 
gone out of the German infantry. Before the menace of the oncoming bayonets the enemy ran 
for safety, bolting out from cover all along the front and making off as best they could. The rout 
spread. When the leading platoons of the 1/8th Worcestershire crossed the road which runs down 
into the northern end of Fontaine-au-Bois a very large number of the enemy (c) were retiring at the 
double before them in the utmost disorder. Behind that rabble the Worcestershire lads pressed 
onward, firing at them from the shoulder. 

The final objective of the 1/8th Worcestershire was the hamlet of LesGrands Chénes. There 
the companies came to a halt and took up position. The 74th Brigade came up into line on the right 
beyond the houses of Le Faux. On the left for a time there was no support, and a defensive flank 
was formed in that direction ; but presently a battalion of The Queen’s came up on the left and the 
position there was made secure. 


The 1 8th Worcestershire remained in the captured position throughout that night and the 
following day. After nightfall of October 25th the Battalion was relieved (¢) and marched back to 
Pommereuil. There the Divisional Commander personally thanked the Battalion for the work done ; 
which indeed had been brilliant (e). The captures had not been on quite so great a scale as on the 
preceding day, for the rapid retirement of the enemy had resulted in only three prisoners falling 


into the hands of the Battalion, but three machine-guns had been taken and much other equipment : 
notably 25 bicycles. 


(a) 9th Green Howards ; 11th Sherwood Foresters ; 13th Durham Light Infantry. 
(6) Battalion Diary says Battalion formed up at 4.0 a.m. and attacked at 4.30. Brigade Diary gives “ Zero "’ as 4.0 a.m. 
(c) Reckoned at more than 400. (d) By the 20th Manchester, 
(e) Itis pleasant to quote from the official report of the Brigadier of the 74th Brigade, to which the Battalion was 
attached in this fight. 
“From the time that the 1/8th Worcestershire came under my orders on the 24th October ..... the 
“' Battalion, under the command of Major J. P. Bate M.C., did everything that was asked of them. 
“‘ The advance was carried out in close and difficult country ...... the Battalion showing great courage 
“and determination throughout. 
“ T wish to take this opportunity of thanking Major J. P. Bate M.C. and all ranks of the 1/8th Worcestershire 
“for the great assistance they rendered the Brigade in carrying out this operation.” 
(Signed) H. M. Craigie-Halkett, Brig.-Gen. 26th October, 1918. 
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24th/25th Oct . 1918. THE CAPTURE OF ENGLEFONTAINE. 


The losses of the Battalion in that last phase of the Selle battle were 56 all told (a), bringing’ 
the total casualties during the battle up to about 150 of all ranks (5). Eleven guns, thirteen machine- 
guns, twenty-five horses and several hundreds of prisoners (c) were the Battalion’s trophies of victory. 


In the centre of the British battle line the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment had sharp fighting 
during the three days which followed the great attack of October 23rd. That advance had carried 
the troops of the 33rd Division some six miles forward, from the line of the Selle to the outskirts of 
Mormal Forest. There the advance had reached the prepared reserve positions of the enemy around 
Englefontaine. 

On the following morning (October 24th) at 4.0 o’clock the attack was renewed. The two 
leading Brigades of the 33rd Division attacked Englefontaine ; but no permanent success was 
gained ; and orders came at 10.0 a.m. for the 100th Brigade to be brought up into the battle. 

Passing through the troops in front, the 2nd Worcestershire advanced to the cross-roads 
south of Englefontaine, and occupied the knoll known as “ Hill 150 "’ south of that point. On that 
knoll the Battalion dug in, orders being that the Worcestershire should hold the enemy in front by 
fire while the 16th K.R.R.C. attacked on the flank. But the orders had been issued too hastily ; 
co-operation between the different units proved difficult to arrange; and the day ended with 
Englefontaine still in the hands of the enemy. The defences of the village had proved to be very 
ag ; that fortified village was in fact one of the strongest points of the enemy’s reserve line 
of defence. 


Throughout the ensuing day (October 25th) the 33rd Division stood fast, while the Divisions 
on right and left fought their way forward into line. Preparations were made and plans amended 
for a fresh attack. 

At 1.0 a.m. on October 26th the new attack was launched. All three Brigades of the 33rd 
Division attacked. On the left the 19th Brigade led by the Ist Queen’s attacked the western side 
of the village ; on the right the 98th Brigade attacked it from the east ; and in the centre the 2nd 
bese a and the Glasgow Highlanders of the 100th Brigade attacked the village from the 
south. 

The enemy were strongly posted on the outskirts of the ruined village with machine-guns 
skilfully disposed to sweep the open ground. In spite of the crashing barrage the German machine- 
gunners opened fire as soon as the advancing platoons appeared out of the darkness. One machine- 
gun was shooting straight down the Landrecies road ; but 2nd Lieutenant B. Kelly charged the 
machine-gun at the head of a small party, plunged in among the machine-gunners, killed two with 
the bayonet and captured the rest (d). Further along the line Sergeant H. Yates boldly attacked 
a second machine-gun, killed the machine-gunners and cleared the way (e). Nevertheless there 
were many casualties ; and both the officers of one company were hit. Sergeant F. Field took 
command of the company and led his men forward into the village (/). 

The British attack had been launched at the very hour at which the German troops in 
Englefontaine were being relieved (g) ; and the inevitable confusion among the enemy greatly helped 
the attackers. The German battalions which had stood the strain of the previous three days of 
battle were at the end of their strength, and the fresh troops, ignorant of the situation, were easily 
demoralised. The attackers fought their way into the wrecked village and for a time a wild struggle 
raged around the ruins of the houses. 

In the darkness individual German leaders reorganised their men and made fierce counter- 
attacks. One such counter-attack struck against the company commanded by Sergeant F. Field (A). 
The sergeant and his men opened rapid fire and the enemy fell back. Another counter-attack surged 
round both front and rear of an isolated Worcestershire platoon led by Sergeant J. Darwood (/) ; 
but the platoon held firm, shooting down all the enemy in their rear and then charging the enemy 
in front with the bayonet. The German infantry gave way, and the Worcestershire platoons fought 
their way forward through the village (:). 

; The Chaplain of the Battalion, the Reverend E. Victor Tanner M.C., had gone forward alone 
into that wild fight, following the advancing companies. In the pitch darkness, lit only by the 
momentary blaze of flares and bursting shells, he stumbled into a group of soldiers sheltering in a 


(a) 9 killed, one officer and 44 other ranks wounded, 2 missing. 

(0) Apparently 14 killed, 4 officers and 128 N.C.O’s. and men wounded, 1 officer and 2 men missing. 

(c) Total prisoners captured by the 1/8th Worcestershire during October—16 officers, 657 other ranks. Major J. P. 
Bate, was awarded a bar to his D.S.O. in recognition of his fine leadership and Lieut. E. Wedgbury was 
awarded the D.S.O. Besides the three M.C’s. and three D.C.M's. recorded above, twenty M.M’s. were also 
awarded to N.C.O’s. and men of the Battalion. 

(4) 2/Lt. Kelly was awarded the M.C. (e) Sergt. Yates was awarded the N.C.M. 

(f) Another Company was led very gallantly by Capt. E. L. Hopkins, who was later awarded a bar to his M.C. 

(g) The German 58th Division was being relieved by the German 14th Division. 

th) Sergt. Field and Sergt. Darwood were both awarded the D.C.M. 

() 2/Lt. H. E. Boswell led his Company with great bravery, and personally captured a party of the enemy. He was 
awarded the D.S.O. 
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door-way ; and found them to be Germans. At sight of his British uniform they shrank back into 
the house. Risking his life, the padre followed them into the building; which was crowded with 
men of the enemy, taking shelter from the fight. He promised them that their lives should be 
spared; and the brave Chaplain walked back to Battalion Headquarters followed by twenty-two 
prisoners, their hands raised in surrender. 


Before dawn the German resistance was broken; and in the first light (October 26th) the 
last enemy in the village gave themselves up. By sunrise Englefontaine was entirely in our hands, 
with more than five hundred prisoners and many machine-guns (a). 

Entrenchment was quickly begun; for a counter-attack was expected. But no counter- 
attack developed. The troops of the 33rd Division held the ground they had gained until nightfall ; 
then the Welsh troops of the 38th Division came up in relief. Once again the 2nd Royal Welch 
Fusiliers relieved the 2nd Worcestershire. After dark on October 26th the Battalion marched 
back to billets at Forest. The casualties in that hazardous fight proved unexpectedly light ; less 
than forty in all (b) ; and the Battalion was warmly congratulated. 


While the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment had thus been heavily engaged in the centre of the 
battle line, the 2/8th Battalion had also seen sharp fighting on the left flank of the great battle. 


We have told how the 19th Division was relieved on the evening of October 23rd by the 6lst 
Division ; that latter Division was to continue the attack by capturing the hostile positions around 
the villages of Bermerain, Vendegies (c) and Sommaing. The first of those villages was included 
in the objectives of the 183rd Brigade, on the right flank of the Division ; the two latter villages 
were allotted to the left flank Brigade of the Division, the 182nd Brigade, which included the 2/8th 
Worcestershire. Further to the left the 4th Division would attack through Verchain. 

In that attack the Worcestershire battalion was to be at first in support. The front line 
of the 182nd Brigade would be formed by the other two battalions of the Brigade, the 2/6th and 
2/7th Royal Warwickshire. 

The Brigade marched forward after dark on October 23rd from an assembly position in 
Montrecourt Wood. At 8.30 p.m. the 2/8th Worcestershire crossed the River Selle at Montrecourt 
and moved forward up the heights to the main road, the ancient Chaussée Brunehaut. Close to 
Canonne Farm the Worcestershire companies settled into their allotted position in support. 

In front the two Warwickshire battalions formed up for attack behind the outpost line of 
the 19th Division. Presently the forward troops of the 19th Division filed back and marched west- 
wards to rest. The front became quiet, under a misty moon. 


At 4.0 a.m. the British guns opened fire and the attack began. The two Warwickshire batt- 
alions pushed down the slope and forded the river Ecaillon. | Behind them the 2/8th Worcestershire 
awaited the order to advance. 

Rumours and messages came back with the wounded. The 2/7th Royal Warwickshire had 
taken Sommaing: the 2/6th Royal Warwickshire were held up at Vendegies. Away to right and 
left the battle was raging all along the line and in every direction shells were bursting. Colonel 
Davies-Evans, commanding the 2/8th Worcestershire, rode forward to ascertain the situation. From 
the crest of the ridge south of Vendegies he saw that the attack on that village had broken down; 
but on the left the 4th Division had stormed Verchain and were advancing northwards, laying the 
right flank of the defences of Vendegies open to an enveloping attack. The Colonel cantered back 
with the news to Brigade Headquarters and was given the necessary permission. After making 
arrangements for artillery support he rode back to his Battalion. The 2/8th Worcestershire fell in 
and advanced. 

In “ artillery formation ” the Worcestershire companies (d) made their way down the slope 
to Verchain, crossed the river, deployed facing south-east between Mur Copse and the river bank 
and settled under cover to await the moment fixed for the attack. It was near dusk (e) when the 
British artillery opened a concentrated bombardment on Sommaing and Vendegies, and the 2/8th 
Worcestershire advanced to the attack. 


(a) 25 machine-guns altogether were captured in Englefontaine, but is was not easy to apportion them among the 
different battalions, which had been intermingled in the fighting, and whose claims overlapped. 

(b) Casualties, 2nd Worcestershire October 22nd-26th, Killed one ofticer (2/Lt. A. E. Bullock) and 4 men, Wounded 
one officer (2’/Lt. Laughton) and 33 other ranks. 

(¢) Vendegies-sur-Ecaillon ; not to be confused with Vendegies-au- Bois, seven miles away, where the 2nd Worcestershire 
were then fighting. 

(d) Two companies had previously been sent forward during the morning to the crest of the ridge in front: these were 
tecalled when the Battalion advanced. (e) 4.46 p.m. 
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Preceded by the bursting shells, the leading two companies of the Worcestershire battalion 
fought their way into the ruins of Sommaing and out on the other side. There the attack was 
checked ; for in a hollow between the two villages lay a broad belt of wire, previously unsuspected 
and swept by German machine-guns. But 2nd Lieutenant F. Hickman took charge, reorganised 
the attacking troops, beat down the enemy’s fire with his Lewis-guns and discovered gaps in the 
wire through which a man might pass. In the gathering darkness he led his soldiers forward and 
drove the enemy from their posts (a). 

Vendegies was still untaken, and the night had closed down. The gun-fire had died away 
and the battle-field was comparatively quiet. Patrols crept forward through the darkness to 
Vendegies, reconnoitred the ruined houses and cautiously made their way into the streets. The 
enemy had retreated and the village was empty. The Worcestershire platoons pushed forward, 
and by midnight Vendegies had been secured. 

The 2 8th Worcestershire took up position on the further side of the houses. The 184th 
Brigade, hitherto in Divisional Reserve, came up, passed through the victorious troops and pushed 
onwards, following the retreating enemy to the line of the railway by Artres and Sepmeries. 

Behind the line of the 184th Brigade, the 182nd Brigade took up support positions about 
the River Rogneau. There the 2’8th Worcestershire lay for some days. Further forward the 
advance had encountered a strongly-held defensive position along the banks of the River Rhonelle. 
Preparations were being made for a renewed attack, but for the moment the front was quiet. 

On October 27th the Battalion was relieved and moved back to billets in Vendegies. 


Thus on the main battle front beyond Cambrai the later days of October had been crowded 
with heavy fighting ; further north, however, there was for the moment a lull. Both around Douai 
and around Courtrai the Allied forces had for the moment pushed their advance as far as possible. 
A short pause was necessary before the offensive could be resumed. Troops had to be rested, 
ammunition replenished, and communications made good. So it came about that during the last 
week of October no fighting fell to the lot of either the Ist or the 4th Worcestershire. 


The fighting around Douai was the last occasion on which the Ist Battalion of the Regiment 
was actually engaged. The advance of the 8th Division was continued, and the Battalion, after 
two days rest in Anhiers (October 19th and 20th) marched forward on October 21st to billets in reserve 
at Bouvignies. Thence on October 23rd the Ist Worcestershire marched forward to Millonfosse (0). 
There the Battalion was some five miles in rear of the troops in the front line, who were then 
advancing slowly through the Forest of Raismes. On October 25th the Battalion marched forward 
past St. Amand to La Croisette, on the northern edge of that Forest. The fighting line was then on 
Cor of the River Escaut three miles beyond ; but a few shells came over, fortunately causing 
no loss. 

That was almost the last that the Battalion was destined to see of the battle-front. On 
October 26th the 24th Brigade was withdrawn into reserve, and the Ist Worcestershire, after 
spending the night of the 26th/27th billetted in St. Amand, marched back next morning to Millonfosse. 
Two days later the Battalion proceeded to Marchiennes, where the 24th Brigade concentrated for 
training. 

The Brigade remained at Marchiennes until November 9th. On the last day of October 
there was a special parade for the Army Commander, General Birdwood, who congratulated the 
Guard of Honour, commanded by Captain R. A. O'Donovan M.C., on their smartness, and pre- 
sented the French Croix de Guerre to Sergeant-Major Crump. 


* 8 © © © © © © © © © &© we 


By the end of October it was clear that the German Armies were near the end of their fighting 
strength. Their advance in the early part of the year had cost them their best men. Their nerve 
had been shaken by their enforced retreats in August. Their confidence in their prepared defences 
had been shattered by the breaking of the Hindenburg Line. The Battle of the Selle had resulted 
in their being driven back from their strong natural positions along that river to the last of their 
prepared positions, the ‘‘ Hermann Stellung.”” 

That position, sited beforehand and already more or less complete, now barred the British 
advance (c). On the front of the British First, Third, and Fourth Armies the German position ran 
from Valenciennes, where the River Escaut guarded its right flank, southward along the line of the 
Rhonelle River past Le Quesnoy towards the Forét de Mormal, past Englefontaine, where the 2nd 
Ww orcestershire had been engaged, past the ground around Fontaine-au- Bois, where the 1/8th 


(a) 2) Lt. Hickman was awarded the Mw .C. For his fine leadership in that battle, Lt. Colonel Davies-Evans was sub- 
sequently awarded the D.S.O. (6) One mile north of Hasnon. 
(c) The ‘* Hermann Steliung "’ is the second of the two German positions indicated on Map 115 facing page 465, 
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Worcestershire had so successfully advanced, to the fortified town of Landrecies. Thence to the 
southward the German position was protected by the line of the Sambre Canal from Landrecies to 
Etreux, where the left flank of the French Armies was in touch with the right of the British line. 

That position, the ‘‘ Hermann Stellung,” constituted, as we have said, the enemy’s last line 
of defence. The British Commander-in-Chief decided to attack that last barrier without delay. 


It was on the two flanks that the greatest difficulty was expected. On the northern flank 
the difficult country around Valenciennes had been strongly entrenched; and there the River 
Escaut was a formidable obstacle to a flanking movement. On the southern flank an equal obstacle 
was provided by the Sambre Canal, which stretched across the path of any frontal attack. That 
latter obstacle could not be surmounted without elaborate preparation. Bridging equipment 
of all sorts were brought up; and the sappers scoured the country to find material for rafts. 


It was decided that the attack on the enemy’s position should be made in two stages. First 
an attack should be made against the German positions around Valenciennes. Then when that 
strong flank of the ‘‘ Hermann Stellung ”’ had been broken, a general attack all along the line would 
complete the discomfiture of the enemy. 

The preliminary attack against the enemy’s right flank was to be made by the British First 
Army, with the XVIIth Corps of the Third Army co-operating on its right flank. The XVIIth 
Corps included the 61st Division ; and thus the 2/8th Worcestershire took part in the Battle of Valen- 
ciennes. 


After the Battle of the Selle the 2/8th Worcestershire lay resting at Vendegies for some few 
days while plans were made for the new attack. Those plans were swiftly completed, for it was 
imperative to attack the enemy before the German troops could have time to recover from their 
repeated defeats. 


In front of the 61st Division the enemy were entrenched along the high ground beyond the 
River Rhonelle. At Artres the river describes a deep curve, changing its direction from east to 
north. 

East of that village the northern bank of the river is overhung by a steep ridge, marked 
by the villages of Villers Pol and Maresches. At Artres that ridge comes to an abrupt termination ; 
and the river, winding round the eastern end of the ridge, flows thence towards the north to join 
the Escaut at Valenciennes. 

In the last days of the Battle of the Selle the advanced troops of the 61st Division had 
effected a crossing near Artres at the Ferme de L’Hotel Dieu. That foothold on the opposite bank 
was to form the starting point for the attack of the 182nd Brigade. The Brigade would attack 
up the slope to the crest of the ridge, and would then advance along the ridge from west to east 
taking the defences of Maresches in flank and pushing on beyond that village to secure a position 
on the further side (a). Other troops would advance on parallel lines to right and left. On the 
right the 183rd Brigade would clear the southern bank of the River Rhonelle. On the left the 4th 
Division would attack and capture Préseau. Meanwhile the Divisions of the XXIInd Corps would 
continue the front of attack further to the left, where Canadian troops would storm Valenciennes. 


Shortly after midnight of November Ist/2nd the 2/8th Worcestershire assembled. At half-past- 
one the Battalion marched forward. The night was very dark. Heavy rain had fallen throughout 
the previous day ; but the rain had ceased at midnight, and a cold wind was drying the soaked 
ground as the platoons made their way in silence down to the valley of the Rhonelle. Throughout 
the preceding hours of darkness the sappers had been busy along the banks ; and by the time that 
the Battalion reached the river five light bridges were spanning the water at the bend immediately 
east of Artres. The platoons filed across the bridges, passed through a covering party of the Ist 
East Lancashire and took up position on the further bank. 

A thin mist rising from the water veiled the river as the companies deployed at the foot of 
the slope, near the Ferme de I’Hotel Dieu. “ A” and “‘ D ” Companies were in front line, with “ B’ 
and ‘“‘C’” Companies behind them in support. The 2/7th Royal Warwickshire took up a similar 
position on the Battalion’s left flank. 


(a) A most gallant preliminary reconnaissance for the attack was carried out by Captain H. L, Evers M.C., who was 
to command one of the leading companies. He went forward with the Commanding Officer, Colonel Delme 
Davies-Evans during the previous afternoon, to the crest-line south of Artres; but from there it was not 
possible to make certain through field-glasses that there would be room for the Battalion to deploy on the 
further bank. Captain Evers volunteered to ascertain. Accompanied only by one stout-hearted runner 
he crossed the river and made a detailed reconnaissance under a close fire from rifles and machine-guns. He 
returned, soaked to the skin, just in time to lead his company forward into the night for the attack. 
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At 5.15 a.m. the British artillery opened fire. Rising to their feet, the Worcestershire lads 
scrambled up the steep slope towards the crest of the ridge. The leading platoons charged the 
trenches on the upper slope, shooting or bayonetting the enemy, gained the summit of the ridge 
and pushed forward along the crest-line towards the first streaks of light which were then just 
showing in the eastern sky. 

On the left of the Worcestershire the 2;7th Royal Warwickshire were advancing. Behind 
them the 2 6th Royal Warwickshire followed as Brigade reserve. 

Straight along the ridge from west to east swept the attacking line, rolling up the German 
defences on the slope above the Rhonelle. The enemy’s infantry broke before the attack. Many 
surrendered ; the rest crowded back along the ridge, leaving numerous machine-guns (a) in their 
abandoned trenches. As the light grew the leading platoons of the 2/8th Worcestershire reached 
Maresches and fought their way into the village. 

Among the ruins there were some quick bursts of fire and some fierce fighting with the bayonet ; 
but all resistance was soon overcome. 2nd Lieutenant S. B. Tonge entered one shattered house 
and encountered eight Germans. He shot three, whereupon the others surrendered. In the ruins 
of another house was found an entrance, which led obviously to dugouts in the cellars. Accom- 
panied only by one sergeant, 2nd Lieutenant Tonge went down into the midst of a crowd of Germans. 
They surrendered at sight and came up—46 in all, with three machine-guns (6). There were many 
similar captures. By 8.30 a.m. the village was cleared and the Battalion had reached its allotted 
objective, a position astride the ridge east of the captured village. On the left the line was continued 
by the 2 7th Royal Warwickshire, past the cottages of St. Hubert to the outskirts of Préseau. That 
latter village had been taken by the 4th Division. 

Casualties so far had been light ; the success had been complete ; and all ranks set about 
the task of entrenchment (c) in high spirits, despite intermittent shell-fire. 


About 10.0 a.m. that shell-fire grew more intense, and heavy firing from Préseau on the left 
drew all eyes in that direction. Troops of the 4th Division could be seen retiring from Préseau and 
pouring back down the valley. Then from the north-east, rolling and bucketting forward over the 
Tidges towards the captured position, came a succession of big dark objects, spitting fire: they 
were hostile tanks (d) ; and behind them followed a wavering line of German infantry. 

The evacuation of Préseau was followed by a retreat of the 2'7th Royal Warwickshire, 
defenceless before the advancing tanks. The left flank of the 28th Worcestershire was exposed, 
and the left flank companies wheeled back their line from the valley to the ridge above Maresches. 
Thence they opened fire at long range ; and against them the tanks came rumbling on, firing as 
they came. No guns had as yet been brought up to the crest line; and rifles or machine-guns 
were of little avail against the armour of the tanks. The Worcestershire companies fired steadily 
until the tanks were close to their line; and then fell back (e) to the protection of the houses of 
Maresches. The last man to withdraw was Captain R. H. Stallard, who held his ground until the 
foremost tank was within a few yards of his position, firing a machine-gun at point-blank range. 
The tank roared on towards him; but the enemy's infantry in rear shrank from the fire of the 
machine-gun and did not follow. Captain Stallard just got clear in time and made his way back to 
reorganise his company (/). 

On the right flank of the Battalion, two platoons of ‘‘ A’ Company on the slope near the Mill 
were out of sight of the battle to the left, and received no warning until a tank topped the skyline 
of the ridge close above them. Retreat to the houses of Maresches being thus cut off, their company 
commander ordered those two platoons to cross the river and take position on the opposite bank, 
south of the Mill. There the tank could not follow, but from the crest of the ridge its guns bombarded 
the two platoons in their new position. 


(a) The 2’8th Worcestershire captured the astounding total of 105 machine-guns (light and heavy) during the day. 
Most of them were taken in this first advance. 

(6) 2/Lt. Tonge was awarded the M.C. 

(c) During that period of consolidation the Battalion suffered one bitter Joss. The exact position of the scattered 
enemy in front was uncertain, and Captain H. L. Evers M.C. went forward personally to reconnvitre, He 
was shot dead by a smiper ; and his death was bitterly regretted by all—‘‘ the best and bravest officer it was 
my good fortune to meet during all those years,”’ to quote Colonel Davies-Evans. 

(d) Actually they were captured British tanks, seven in all. 

(e) Is2nd Brigade Diary records that, ‘’ this falling back was carried out under complete control, our troops inflicting 
severe Casualties on the advancing enemy.” During this critical stage of the fight most gallant work was 
done by C.S.M. J. Calder, who took command of his company after all the officers had fallen, and by his 
gallantry and ability maintained the steadiness of the line. He was awarded the D.C.M. 

(f) Capt. Stallard was awarded the M.C, 
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Help was at hand. One section of a British field battery had been attached to the 2/8th 
Worcestershire and had made their way with difficulty across the river. Those two field-guns now 
came into action near the Cemetery on the north-eastern outskirts of Maresches and opened fire 
at short range. Two of the tanks were hit and smashed, and the others at once withdrew, rolling 
out of sight behind the ridge. 


Fortunately the bulk of the enemy’s infantry had shown no desire to follow closely the 
onslaught of the tanks. A certain number, more confident than the rest, did advance to the out- 
skirts of Maresches. There however the counter-attack was checked by the musketry and Lewis- 
guns of the 2/8th Worcestershire (a). 

Led by a few brave officers, small parties of the enemy reached the outskirts of the village 
and took cover behind broken walls. Parties of the 2/8th Worcestershire pushed forward to engage 
them, and scattered fighting lasted for some little while before the enemy were driven out. One 
group of the enemy actually established themselves in the Cemetery north of the village and there 
held on doggedly under a heavy fire. 

Gradually during the afternoon a sound defensive position was established along the northern 
and north-eastern outskirts of Maresches. Presently fresh troops came up—the 184th Brigade—to 
renew the attack. 

The whole position beyond the front held by the Battalion was very uncertain, and arrange- 
ments for the new attack took a long time to complete. It was dark before all was ready. Then the 
2/5th Gloucestershire moved up through Maresches, deployed along the front held by the 2/8th 
Worcestershire and attacked north-eastward (b). But that attack did not gain much ground and 
soon came to a standstill. The ground was difficult, and the enemy were firing from unlocated 
positions. 

Orders were then given for the 2/8th Worcestershire to be relieved and withdrawn into reserve. 
The 2/5th Gloucestershire took over the defence of Maresches, and the Worcestershire platoons 
made their way back to their starting point of the morning, the slopes of the ridge east of Artres. 


The 2/8th Worcestershire remained in reserve at that eastern end of the ridge throughout 
the remainder of that night and the following day ; a day of heavy and successful fighting, in which 
the enemy were driven once more out of Préseau and the line of battle moved onward some distance 
to the east. Throughout that day the position of the Battalion above the river crossing was inter- 
mittently shelled. 

At nightfall of November 2nd the 2/8th Worcestershire were definitely relieved and filed 
back across the river. On the opposite bank the Battalion assembled and marched south and west 
by way of Larblin to Canonne Farm, where tea and hot soup were issued. Thence, along the 
old Chaussée Brunehaut, the Worcestershire battalion marched back through the darkness to St. 
Aubert. That village was found to be crowded with troops—fresh troops of the 19th Division 
moving up to the front ; and it was not until the small hours of the morning (c) that the 2/8th 
Worcestershire could find a resting place. 

The casualties of the 2/8th Worcestershire in that final battle had been sufficiently severe, 
more than 130, including 6 officers (d) out of a battle strength of some 600 (¢). On the other hand 
the Battalion had captured innumerable trophies (f) and more than its own number of prisoners (g). 

The ease of the initial advance and the reluctance of the German infantry to press their counter- 
attack, even behind the lead of their tanks, had shown clearly that the enemy’s morale was much 
impaired ; and despite their losses all ranks were cheered by the certainty of coming victory. 


* ¢ © *£ © © *£ © © &£ © &© & *€ 


By the evening of November 2nd the plans made for the Battle of Valenciennes had been 
successfully carried out. The city of Valenciennes had been stormed, and the strong German 
positions along the River Rhonelle had been captured. That blow had broken through thefright 
flank of the enemy’s position ;* and all was now ready for the decisive attack. 


That attack was to storm the enemy’s last prepared positions along the whole front of the British 
First, Third, and Fourth Armies, and was to drive the defenders out into the open country beyond. 


(a) The enemy's counter-attack seems to have been brought to a standstill about noon. 

(0) At 7.30 p.m, (c) 3.30 a.m. November 3rd. 

(d) Killed, Captain H. L. Evers, M.C, Wounded, 2'Lts. G. Moss, R. W. L. Todd, C. A. Betts, C. Pratt and H. Sheppard. 
(e) Trench strength had been 26 officers and 585 other ranks. 

(f) One field-gun, one anti-tank gun, one large trench-mortar and 105 machine-guns. 

(g) Six hundred and fifty. 
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1st—Srd Nov. 1918. LANDRECIES. 


One Battalion of the Regiment was to take part in that final battle ; for the hardest task of all, the 
passage of the Sambre Canal at Landrecies, had been entrusted to the 25th Division ; which included 
the 1/8th Worcestershire. 


After their gallant part in the battle of the Selle, the 1/8th Worcestershire had remained 
billetted in Pommeroeuil for the best part of a week (a2) ; a week devoted to keen training for the 
task ahead. The nature of that task was soon known to all ; and it was indeed an enterprise sufficient- 
ly formidable to test the finest troops. 


The town of Landrecies lies on the eastern bank of the canalised River Sambre ; and the 
line of the canal is commanded by the higher ground beyond the houses. The canal itself was an 
impressive obstacle to attack. Fifty-three feet wide the water stretched, with a depth known to be 
over six feet. Above the water line the steep and sheer banks (6) promised little aid to any crossing. 

Across the canal stretched a tempting main bridge into Landrecies; but that bridge was 
known to be mined and was to be avoided. A lock further to the east gave better hope; but 
probably that also would prove to be mined. 

Air photographs showed that one or two footbridges existed; for the enemy had not with- 
drawn altogether across the canal. The front line of the German forces was still on the nearer bank ; 
and consequently those footbridges had been left in position. If the enemy’s front line could be 
overwhelmed before the footbridges were destroyed, a crossing might be effected with their aid. 

All the same, those footbridges could not be relied upon, and the best hopes had to be based 
on the use of rafts. We have already told how, in anticipation of that need, the sappers had scoured 
the countryside. They had secured material of all kinds, notably many petrol tins. Those tins, 
when sealed up and fastened together, made admirable floating rafts, sixteen of them being required 
to support a soldier. The use of those novel rafts required special training ; and for that purpose 
the 1/8th Worcestershire marched on November 2nd from Pommereuil back to St. Benin, where 
the Battalion received instruction in rafting and punting on the River Selle ; for the 1/8th Worcester- 
shire had been selected to effect the passage of the Sambre. 


The 75th Brigade had been ordered to lead the attack on Landrecies. The attack of the 
Brigade was to be made in two stages. First the 1/8th Royal Warwickshire and 1/5th Gloucestershire 
would attack and capture the enemy’s positions on the nearer bank ; then the 1/8th Worcestershire, 
previously in reserve, would pass through the fighting line and would effect the passage of the canal 
and the capture of Landrecies. After that the other Brigades of the 25th Division would pass 
through the captured positions and would hunt the enemy out into the open country beyond. 

That attack was only one part of the great onslaught of sixteen Divisions along a front of 
nearly thirty miles ; but in all that long battle-front there was no task which appeared more formid- 
able than that of the 1/8th Worcestershire. 

The Battalion was specially equipped for that attack. Packs, haversacks, entrenching 


tools and putties were left behind. In their stead lifebelts and light lines were issued to a large 
proportion of the troops. 


After dark on November 3rd the Battalion marched forward from Pommereuil to the appointed 
assembly position beyond Le Faux. Further forward the other two battalions of the Brigade were 
already in the front line. Sappers and working parties brought rafts, bridges, and all manner of 
other stores up to the assembly position of the 1/8th Worcestershire. By 4.15 a.m. everything 
was ready. A heavy mist had risen and everything was obscure. For a time all was quiet. 


THE BATTLE OF THE SAMBRE. 


In the darkness before the dawn a racket of firing broke out (c) all along the line. That 
firing came principally from batteries of machine-guns grouped along the British front. Their 
noisy fire had been deliberately designed to drown certain other sounds ; and presently, unheard 
amid the din, two tanks rolled up from the rear into position for attack. 

The first light was showing through the mist when suddenly (d) the racket“of the machine-guns 


was drowned by a louder thunder as the British artillery opened fire all along the line, and the attack 
surged forward. 


(a) While at Pommereuil the Battalion received large reinforcements—some three hundred raw recruits, young west- 
country lads. Half-trained though they were, the recruits were full of spirit and did splendid work in the 


ensuing battle. ‘‘ We went into our last battle with 270 who had been shot over and 300 who had not, and 
““ we never did better.” — War Story of the 1/8th Battalion. 
() Banks 9 ft. Gin.; depth of water 6 ft. 6in. Banks sloped at 45%. (c) At 6.45 a.m. (d) At 6.15 a.m. 
[on] 
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Through the mist the 1/8th Worcestershire followed close behind the two leading battalions. 
The Gloucestershire and Warwickshire platoons were soon dispersed in all directions among the 
hostile defences, and there was sharp fighting at many points. The Worcestershire companies 
pushed on through the struggle as best they could, moving down towards the canal. In the mist 
the companies of the Battalion became separated, and their fortunes were different. 

In the original deployment, ‘“‘ D ”’ Company had stood on the right, “ A’’ Company in the 
centre, ‘‘C ”’ Company on the left. ‘‘B’’ Company, recently reformed after the heavy losses at 
Beaurevoir, were in reserve. 


On the right flank, Lieutenant E. Wedgbury led “D’’ Company rapidly down the slope 
through the mist, in the hope of securing the footbridges. There were two successive footbridges 
to be gained, for on the near side of the Sambre Canal was a wide stream, the old course of the River. 
Fighting was going on all around across the broken German defences, bullets were flying in every 
direction and, when close to the river banks, Lieutenant Wedgbury fell wounded ; but 2nd Lieutenant 
P. N. Coleman took the lead and reached the nearer bridge. 

The bridge had been mined by the enemy ; but a sergeant of sappers (a) dashed forward, 
plunged into the water and cut the wires while 2nd Lieutenant Coleman and his soldiers rushed 
across. Then “‘D” Company pushed on at speed to gain the second footbridge across the canal. 
By good fortune that second bridge was found intact. 

From the opposite bank the German artillery and machine-guns were firing rapidly; but 
their fire was largely unaimed, for the bank was smothered’ in dense clouds of smoke from shells 
and from bombs dropped by British aeroplanes. Bringing his Lewis-guns into action, 2nd Lieutenant 
Coleman was able to beat down the enemy’s machine-guns beyond the bridge. Then one after another 
the platoons of “ D” Company rushed for the footbridge, crossed it and seized the further bank. 

“A” Company of the 1/5th Gloucestershire now came on through the mist in the wake of 
a Worcestershire company, crossed the footbridge in their turn and formed up behind “ D” 

company. 

Throughout that breathless advance the British artillery had been raining shells upon the 
German position on the further bank. So effective had been that barrage fire that a German battery 
near the footbridge was silent, the gun-crews having withdrawn to their shelters near by. As soon 
as the shells of the British barrage moved onward and cleared the battery, 2nd Lieut. Coleman led 
“D” Company forward at the charge. Before the German gunners had time to man their weapons, 
ay vores had hemmed them in and they were forced to surrender—two angry officers and fifty 
of their men. 


In the centre, “‘ A’’ Company under Captain L. R. Bomford, followed by “ B ”’ Company 
under 2nd Lieutenant J. A. Bullock, became involved in the fighting for the enemy’s front line. Pushing 
forward through the mist, Captain Bomford found the Gloucestershire platoons in front held up by 
machine-gun fire from a ruined Chateau on the outskirts of Faubourg Soyeres. Sending one 
platoon of ‘‘ A” Company to reinforce the Gloucestershire, Captain Bomford went back quickly 
to find the supporting tanks. One tank was placed at his disposal, and he guided it personally 
to the Chateau. The rest of “ A’’ Company followed close behind the tank as it rumbled forward 
up to the ruined building, terrorising the defenders ; who surrendered in a few minutes—some forty 
in all, including a Battalion Commander. 

Captain Bomford then redisposed his company and resumed the advance ; but the delay 
caused by that fight had resulted in ‘‘ A’’ Company then being far behind the line of our barrage ; 
and when the Railway Station was reached the German machine-guns could be heard firing rapidly 
from the further bank. Captain Bomford left his men under cover and went forward to reconnoitre 
the main bridge into Landrecies. That bridge was apparently intact, and he sent back for the 
company to advance. But before the platoons could arrive the bridge was blown up—the mine 
being exploded by a brave German officer who galloped his horse down to the river's edge (6). The 
enemy were in strength on the further bank ; and for some little time “ A’’ and “ B '’ Companies 
were held up on the line of the river. 


On the left flank, ‘‘C ” Company, led by Captain J. O. Walford, advanced to gain the river 
bank south of Les Etoquies. The advance was difficult, for there was sharp fighting around the 
ruined cottages of Faubourg Soyeres and there were many casualties. The two subalterns of the 
leading platoons were hit ; but Sergeant H. Faulkner took command of both platoons and led them 


(a) That gallant sapper sergeant ‘‘ appeared from nowhere ,... and... . disappeared as he came, as if he were a 
ghost of the battle of four years ago... .”’ (War Story of the 1/8th Battalion). 
(b) The incident is vividly described in the ‘* War Story of the 1/8th Battalion.” 
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resolutely forward, A German machine-gun post opened fire at short range in the mist, but Sergeant 
Faulkner led forward a Lewis-gun section round to a flank, opened a sharp burst of enfilade fire, 
scattered the enemy and cleared the way from the remainder of the company (a). 

After a series of such fights  C" Company eventually reached the canal bank north of 
Landrecies. Lewis-guns were brought into action against the enemy on the further bank and the 
petrol-tin rafts were brought forward. 

It was clear that the crossing would be a perilous business, for bullets were hitting all along 
the bank and were splashing into the surface of the water; but Captain Walford dashed forward 
to the top of the canal bank, his men hurried after him, the petrol-tin rafts were set afloat and the 
first ones were paddled over to the further bank. Corporal W. Roberts actually won the race across, 
with Captain Walford close behind ; then the corporal organised the first arrivals as a covering 
party while Captain Walford arranged ropes and tackle to pull the tin rafts to and fro. As soon as 
his platoon was assembled Corporal Roberts led them forward (4), and the rest of “ C’’ Company 
followed on their heels. 


The enemy gave way before that advance and abandoned the canal banks. “ A’’ Company, 
which had been engaged in a hot fire-fight across the canal, then crossed by the gates of the lock 
above the bridge; and “C” and “A” Companies together advanced through the streets of 
Landrecies (c). There was little resistance, but many German stragglers gave themselves up. The 
two companies established a position on the further side of the houses (d); and “ B” Company 
came through to gain the heights beyond. 

The German infantry were in full retreat; but from the high ground south of the houses 
two German batteries were still firing defiantly, bombarding the abandoned town. 2nd Lieutenant 
A. Coe led the platoons of “B" Company forward to the attack. Sending a Lewis-gun section to 
distract the enemy on the far side, he worked forward into an entilading position, surprised the 
gunners and captured both batteries with some forty prisoners (e). 


The mist was now rapidly clearing. Two light assault bridges were brought forward by the 
sappers and were run across the river near the destroyed main bridge. By those bridges and by 
the gates of the lock the Headquarters of the Battalion made their way across, machine-guns were 
brought up into position on the outskirts of the town and Landrecies was secured. 

Among other booty the 1 8th Worcestershire captured a Field Hospital, complete with medical 
officers and many German wounded ; and stragglers of the enemy were roped in on all sides. 


The 1 8th Worcestershire had not crossed the river alone. Companies and platoons of the 
other two battalions of the 75th Brigade had made their way across, the battalions of the 74th 
Brigade were fast coming up, and by midday the victory was assured. Everywhere the enemy 
were in full retreat. The 1 8th Worcestershire reassembled during the afternoon and took up a 
position on the further outskirts of Landrecies, while the inhabitants of the town emerged from 
their cellars in transports of joy. The 74th Brigade came through and advanced a short distance 
further before darkness fell. 

It had been a glorious success for the 1 8th Worcestershire. The four companies of the 
Battalion had captured between them 14 guns, 37 machine-guns, 28 horses, and some 250 prisoners(/). 
The total casualties had been 4 killed, 4 officers and 61 men wounded. 


Along the whole battle-front the same story was to be told. Everywhere the enemy’s last 
line of resistance had been broken ; everywhere the German Armies were huddling back in con- 
fusion through the open country to the north-east. Behind them the whole British Army moved 
forward in pursuit. 


The story of the ensuing weck is one of constant advance, checked only by short fights around 
rear-guard positions. No heavy fighting fell to the lot of any Battalion of the Regiment ; and it 
will be most convenient to take the story of each Battalion separately, working from right to left 
of the British battle-line. 


(a) Sergt. Faulkner was awarded the D.C.M. 

(6) Corpl. Roberts was awarded the D.C.M. (c) About 12.30 p.m. 

(d) Sharp fighting took place at the cross-roads south-east of the town and there the two company commanders, 
Captain Bomford and Captain Walford, were both wounded. For their fine work that day Captain Bomford 
was awarded the D.S.O. and Captain Walford a bar to his M.C. 

(e) 2°Lt. Coe was awarded the M.C. 

(f) 13 officers, 235 other ranks. For his able leadership in this battle, Lt.-Colonel Clarke was awarded a bar to his 
D.S.0. 
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THE PURSUIT TO MONS (a). 


On the right flank of the British front the 1/8th Worcestershire lay quiet outside Landrecies 
during the morning of November 5th while the troops of the 74th Brigade advanced north-eastward 
up the line of the River Sambre. The 32nd Division on the right had not yet come up into line, so 
for some short time the 75th Brigade formed a defensive flank from Landrecies to Maroilles, facing 
south-east. There was some firing in front, but nothing of note occurred. Presently the advancing 
troops of the 32nd Division came past the Brigade’s line. The 75th Brigade then concentrated 
and went into billets in Maroilles. 

The Brigade remained at Maroilles for twenty-four hours. Then orders came to advance. The 
74th Brigade had reached Marbaix. The 75th Brigade would go through and continue the advance. 

The Brigade moved off accordingly, passed through the outpost line and continued the 
advance from Marbaix along the valley of the River Helpe to St. Hilaire. The 1/5th Gloucestershire 
formed the vanguard. The 1/8th Worcestershire marched behind as part of the main guard. Near 
St. Hilaire some scattered firing entailed caution. Guns were brought into action, but no definite 
attack followed. The 1/8th Worcestershire halted in their march formation behind the firing line 
and waited for orders till nightfall. 

Then came news that the 25th Division was to be relieved. Presently troops of the 66th 
Division came up in the darkness. The 75th Brigade turned back in their tracks and marched 
westwards to billets in Marbaix. 

Next day the 25th Division moved back out of the line for rest and training. The 75th 
Brigade marched to Preux, west of the Forest of Mormal. On the way the column marched through 
Landrecies, and the inhabitants of the town they had liberated gave a magnificent reception to the 
victorious troops, throwing flags and flowers to the troops, and bouquets to the Divisional Commander, 
who rode at the head of the Worcestershire battalion. 

After that triumphal march the 1/8th Worcestershire remained in billets at Preux until 
November 13th. 


A few miles to the northward, the 2nd Worcestershire had remained in reserve during the 
great battle on November 4th. Since the close of the Battle of the Selle the Battalion had remained 
billetted in Forest. There the 2nd Worcestershire remained during the first hours of the battle, 
listening to the gun-fire in front and awaiting orders to advance ; for the 33rd Division had been 
detailed as supports to the 38th Division in case of need. 

Presently word came that the 38th Division had gained their objectives ; and that the 33rd 
Division would advance. The 100th Brigade marched up the main road to Hecq, past troops of 
prisoners and all the evidences of victory. In Hecq, which had been taken that morning by the 38th 
Division, the Brigade halted for some three hours, while the ground in front was reconnoitred. 
Then the advance was resumed to the edge of the Mormal Forest, where the troops settled down 
for the night. 


An attack was planned for the next morning ; but before dawn it was found that the enemy 
had retired. The advance was resumed, the direction this time being eastward through the Forest. 
The 2nd Worcestershire marched at the rear of the Brigade. The march was uneventful, though a 
sharp watch was kept for any possible ambush in that great wood. 

At Sartbaras, on the western edge of the Forest, the 100th Brigade debouched into the open. 
In front some parties of the enemy were still west of the River Sambre, and a little manoeuvring and 
shooting was necessary to drive them away. In the course of those operations “A” and ‘“B” 
Companies of the Battalion occupied the village of Sassegnies, without loss. After dark the Battalion 
took over position along the banks of the River Sambre. In front the German rearguards were holding 
Aulnoye and Leval. Orders were received for an attack across the river next day. 


During that night the indefatigable sappers put a light bridge across the river. At 5.30 a.m. 
(November 6th) such guns as were available opened fire. The leading Worcestershire platoons 
rushed across the bridge, formed up on the rising ground beyond and advanced to the attack. 

Several machine-guns fired at them from the outskirts of Petit Maubeuge ; but 2nd Lieutenant 
J. E. Morrison led his men forward with speed and skill, outflanked a large party of the enemy and 
drove them off in flight. Sergeant. H. Yates led his platoon in a swift rush which captured a machine- 
gun and its crew. The enemy gave way on all sides. A German field-gun opened fire at point- 
blank range in a vain effort to hold back the pursuit ; but 2nd Lieutenant Morrison outflanked the 


(a) In spite of the fighting of the 2nd and the 3rd Battalions during November 5th-9th, the Battle Honour ‘' Pursuit 
to Mons” awarded to some other units, has been denied to the Regiment—the curious decision of the War 
Ovfice Co.nm.ttee being that the: Batdle Honour in question is only to be allowed to units which have no other 
honour to show fur the final advance. 
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gun and captured it without loss. Three more machine-guns were rushed and captured, and the 
German rear-guard was scattered. In less than an hour the villages of Leval and Petit Maubeuge 
had been cleared at trifling cost (a). 

Then the enemy’s artillery further north woke to activity ; and shells crashed down around 
the captured villages. The Worcestershire companies took cover and stayed in the captured positions 
during the rest of that day. In the afternoon the 19th Brigade came up, passed through the line 
of the 100th Brigade and continued the advance. 


The 2nd Worcestershire were now on historic ground. On August 25th 1914 the Battalion 
had marched through Leval from Aulnoye during the retreat from’ Mons. Now the British Army 
was fighting its way back across the ground over which it had then retreated. 

Next day the Battalion advanced. Back along the tracks of 1914, the 2nd Worcestershire 
marched to Aulnoye. There the Battalion halted for some four hours. The 19th Brigade in front 
was held up by German resistance. The 98th Brigade was going up to assist, and the 100th Brigade 
would follow in rear. 

The 100th Brigade moved forward in the afternoon and again came within range of the 
enemy’s guns. The three battalions dug in for safety near Le Pot de Vin and waited for orders to 
advance. But the situation in front was obscure; no orders came back and the Brigade did not 
advance further. 

That night was quiet. Presently came orders that the Welshmen of the 38th Division would 
pass through the line and would carry on the advance ; the 33rd Division would move back into 
reserve. About midnight (b) the 2nd Worcestershire left their shelter trenches, fell in on the road 
near Le Pot de Vin and marched back to Petit Maubeuge. There the Battalion remained until the 
12th of November. 


Some miles to the northward of the 2nd Worcestershire, the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment 
had likewise been in reserve on November 4th. After the Battle of Valenciennes the 19th Division 
had relieved the 61st Division in the line above Maresches. That line, some way beyond the scene 
of the counter-attack of the German tanks against the 2/8th Worcestershire, was taken over by the 
two leading Brigades of the 19th Division. The 57th Brigade, including the 3rd Worcestershire, was 
held back in reserve. 

The first day of November had found the 57th Brigade training at Cauroir, outside Cambrai. 
On that day came orders for the 19th Division to move forward ; and next morning the 57th Brigade 
marched eastward towards the sound of the guns then thundering around Valenciennes. At St. 
Aubert the 3rd Worcestershire billetted for the night. The other battalions of the 57th Brigade 
also billetted in that village, with other troops as well ; and we have seen already that the 2/8th 
Worcestershire, weary after their fight at Maresches, spent many hours that night looking for resting 
room in the crowded houses. 

Next day the final preparations were made for the great battle, and the 57th Brigade, still 
in Divisional Reserve, moved up closer to the line. Marching from St. Aubert about 4.0 p.m. the 
3rd Worcestershire tramped forward by Montrecourt to Vendegies. That village had been intended 
as their halting place; but already the situation further forward had changed. The loss of their 
prepared defences along the River Rhonelle had broken the nerve of the enemy in front; they 
were holding their line with but little determination ; and a minor enterprise by the troops of the 
British front line had resulted in the unexpected capture of Jenlain. That village had formed part 
of the objectives for the great attack next day. The plans for that attack had now to be recast, 
and the barrage line had to be shifted forward. So the reserve Brigade was ordered on to Sepmeries, 
where the 3rd Worcestershire billetted for the night. 


At 6.0 a.m. the thunder of barrage fire roused the troops ; who turned out into a thick mist, 
that mist which was then enshrouding the attack of the 1/8th Battalion at Landrecies. No orders 
came till 8.30 a.m.; then the Brigade was ordered forward, and the battalions marched on to 
Maresches. The attack in front was going well. The 3rd Worcestershire marched across a new 
made bridge over the River Rhonelle into the ruins of Maresches, climbed the slope of the ridge 
on which the 1/8th Battalion had battled three days before, and found shelter in the ruined cottages 
at St. Hubert cross roads. There the Battalion remained during the rest of the day and the 
following night. In front of them Wargnies and Eth had been taken, and sharp fighting was in 
progress along the banks of the River Aunelle. 


(2) 2/Lt. Morrison was awarded the M.C. and Sergt. Yates the D.C.M. 2/Lt. B. Kelly, who also behaved with great 
bravery, was awarded a bar to his M.C, 
(6) 10 p.m. November 7th according to Brigade. 1.0 a.m. November 8th according to Battalion. 
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Like the 2nd Battalion, the 3rd Worcestershire were now on ground which the Battalion had 
known in the first week of the war. Wargnies was the very place at which the 3rd Worcestershire 
had lain as outposts on the night after the Battle of Mons. The Battalion was now to advance 
across the country through which they had then retreated. 


Next morning (November 5th) the British guns again opened fire at dawn and the advance 
was resumed. The machine-guns of the enemy were active ; and the troops in front could get no 
further than the outskirts of La Flamengrie. Behind them the 57th Brigade moved up from 
Maresches to Jenlain; whence the 3rd Worcestershire were ordered forward to the support of 
the front line. The Battalion advanced across country to Eth; near which village the artillery of 
the 19th Division came into action. 

Ever since the start of that final advance a drizzling rain had fallen intermittently. The 
downpour now grew heavier, and the ground became almost impassable ; with the result that on 
the next day (November 6th) the attempts of the laden troops to get forward through closely 
cultivated country in face of machine-guns resulted in but little success. It proved impossible 
to cross the line of the River Hogneau. The troops in front line, after three days of continuous 
advance, were now thoroughly exhausted. Orders were issued before midnight for their relief 
by the 57th Brigade. 


Before dawn on November 7th the 3rd Worcestershire had relieved the 6th Shropshire and 
were in position along the bank of the River Hogneau, ready to attack. At 6.0 a.m. the British 
artillery opened fire and the attack went forward. It was still dark and rain was falling, but the 
Worcestershire companies crossed the little river in front, scrambled up the slopes beyond and 
pushed forward with the bayonet. No opposition was met : the enemy had withdrawn. The village 
of Breaugies was secured and the advance was continued thence due eastwards to the northern 
outskirts of Bavai ; which was occupied by the Guards, who were advancing on the right flank. East 
of Bavai, German machine-guns opened fire and caused a check. The troops further left had yet 
not come up into line, and so the Battalion stood fast. No further move was made before nightfall. 

The troops were now very tired. All were exhausted after their three days of exposure to wet 
and cold ; cookers had not been seen since November 4th, and all ranks were wet through ; but 
fresh orders came to push on, and at dawn next morning (November 8th) the advance was resumed. 


On the front of the 57th Brigade the 3rd Worcestershire and 10th Royal Warwickshire 
advanced across country, meeting but little opposition until their line reached the outskirts of the 
Bois de la Laniere. Two hundred years before, that wood had covered the right flank of the 
French Army at the Battle of Malplaquet. Now that wood concealed some German machine-guns 
which inflicted casualties and delayed the advance. Eventually the 3rd Worcestershire worked 
forward to the line of the railway at Les Vents, and established a satisfactory position there after 
a short fight, which resulted in the capture of three light machine-guns. 


Next day (November 9th) the Battalion stood fast while the 8th Gloucestershire went through, 
followed by other troops. The enemy were retreating rapidly ; and the sound of firing died away 
to the east. Near Les Vents and Les Bas Vents the 3rd Worcestershire found tolerable billets. 

By nightfall of November 9th, the 57th Brigade had been replaced in the front line and had 
been ordered back to rest. The 3rd Worcestershire fell in and tramped back across the River 
Hogneau to billets in Meurain (a). 


While the weary soldiers of the 3rd Worcestershire moved back to rest, fresh troops were 
pressing forward. On their southern flank the Guards, who had taken Bavai on November 7th, 
passed south of Feignies and advanced on Maubeuge; which was stormed on November 9th. 
Further to the north the Canadians had advanced steadily, working from west to east through the 
tangled mining villages of the old Mons battle-field. Quievrain had fallen on November 6th, 
Elouges on November 7th. The German machine-gunners put up an organised resistance, and 
there was much hard fighting; but Frameries was taken on November 9th, and the Canadian 
troops closed in towards their goal. Fierce little struggles around successive positions marked the 
following day, but the Canadians won their way onward; and in the early morning of November 
11th their final overwhelming attack crushed the German defence. The forces of the Empire had 
won their way back to their starting-point of 1914; and the British Armies had retaken Mons. 


* *£ £ &£ &£ © & &£ & & 


(a) Casualties, 3rd Worcestershire November 3rd/4th, 8 wounded, including Sergt. I eicester, who had been transport 
sergeant of the Battalion since before the war. 7th/8th, 2 killed, 1 officer (Lt. G. E. Grove) and 21 men 
wounded. 8th/9th, 14 wounded, 5 missing. 9th, 1 officer died (Lt. J. C. Munro). 
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Close to the ground covered by the 3rd Battalion, the 14th Battalion of the Regiment also 
bore a part in the Pursuit to Mons. The Battalion had moved to the back areas in October after the 
Battle of Cambrai (a). On November Ist the 63rd Division again moved forward. The Pioneer 
Battalion marched to Le Cauroy and thence was carried forward to Henin-Lietard between Douai 
and Lens. The Battalion marched on eastward to Le Forest and billetted, remaining there for 
the next few days. 

No great effort was being made on the Douai front; on the other hand the rapid advance 
further south called for fresh troops. The 63rd Division was transferred to the area around 
Valenciennes. Leaving Le Forest on November 5th the Battalion marched to Auby and was carried 
by bus to Denain. Thence the Battalion marched to Famars. 

Next day the Battalion was placed under the orders of the Royal Engineers. The Pioneer 
companies were distributed along the roads behind the advancing front, and laboured valiantly in 
bitter cold and drizzling rain to enable the guns to move forward to the battle-line. Headquarters 
of the Battalion shifted forward as the advance progressed. On November 7th Battalion Head- 
quarters were at Sebourquiaux, on November 9th at Wiheries. Later that day the Battalion moved 
on to Blaugies. On November 10th Headquarters were moved on to Bougnies and on November 
llth to Harmignies. 

No casualties befell the Battalion during those days and nights of hard work; but their 
labour undoubtedly contributed to the success of the advance. 


A few miles still further to the northward the Ist Battalion of the Regiment likewise took part 
in the final advance. 

On November 8th orders had been issued that the 8th Division, then in reserve, should move 
forward to the line once more. Orders for the move were given out ; and on November 9th the 24th 
Bnigade left their billets in Marchiennes, and tramped past eastwards St. Amand to La Croisette. 
Next day the Brigade marched onward by Hergnies and Conde to Bernissart. The Brigade was 
still in reserve, the other two Brigades of the Division being in front around Tertre and Pommerocuil. 
Next day a short move forward took the Ist Worcestershire to Harchies (0). 


After the Battle of Valenciennes the 2 8th Worcestershire, as we have told, rested for a while 
at St. Aubert. On November 4th the 61st Division moved up in readiness to support the great 
attack. The 2 8th Worcestershire marched eastward again to Haussy ; but the complete victory 
gained rendered it unnecessary to employ the 61st Division, and the 2,8th Worcestershire took no 
part in the Pursuit to Mons. 

The Battalion lay at Haussy for two days and then moved forward to the former battle- 
ground at Vendegies. There the 28th Worcestershire remained, resting and training, during the 
ensuing week. 


The second Pioneer Battalion of the Regiment, the 17th Worcestershire, saw but little of 
the fighting during the last two months of the war. Till October 18th the Battalion remained in 
the Lys Valley near Estaires. On that date a move was made forward to Fort de Vert Galant, 
south of Armentieres. Four days later the Pioneers moved on again into the territory newly 
evacuated by the enemy. Battalion Headquarters were established at Mouvaux ; and the working 
parties of the Battalion laboured on the surrounding roads until October 27th. Then the 40th 
Division moved forward. The Pioneers marched eastward through Roubaix across unbroken 
country to billets at Lannoy. In that area the Battalion remained, doing much useful work, until 
the end of hostilities. 


On November 6th the 4th Battalion of the Regiment also came into the final advance. After 
the Battle of Courtrai the 29th Division had remained in reserve, resting and training, on the southern 
outskirts of Roubaix. 


(a) October ]11th—2Ist at Ternas. October 22nd—November Ist at Houvin-Houvigneul, 
(0) Thus the Brigade Diary ; which is very definite, The Battalion Diary implies that the Ist Worcestershire remained 
at Beraissart. 
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Since that battle the position in Flanders had not greatly altered. Two successive Allied 
attacks, represented so far as the British Second Army was concerned by the successful actions of 
Ooteghem and Tieghem, had indeed forced back the German line ; but no great advance had taken 
place and the opposing enemy were strongly posted along the line of the River Escaut. 

The deadlock along the line of the River Escaut had continued until the news came of the 
decisive victory further south, in the Battle of the Sambre. Then it was certain that the rapid 
retreat of the enemy towards Mons must needs be followed by a similar retreat further north ; and 
in anticipation of such a development the 29th Division had been ordered forward. 


Leaving their billets at Roubaix (2) on November 6th the 88th Brigade, including the 4th 
Worcestershire, marched forward through Tombroek to Petit Turcoing near the front line. The 
29th Division was to relieve the 14th Division ; and on the following afternoon the 4th Worcestershire 
moved forward. The Battalion relieved the 14th Durham Light Infantry in the front line near 
Espierres. The British outposts were established along the banks of the River Escaut. The night 
was very quiet. 

The 8th November was spent in active patrolling along the river banks. Little was seen 
of the enemy ; and rumours ran along the line that the German forces were withdrawing. After 
dark, efforts were made to cross the river. One minute after midnight, a Worcestershire patrol 
reached the eastern bank and found it deserted. The remainder of the Battalion quickly followed, 
and took up a position along the railway beyond the river. No enemy had been encountered. 


The news was sent back, and soon the whole British line was in motion. At dawn (November 
9th) the Battalion advanced, moving across country due eastward with patrols pushed out in front. 
The necessity for caution and the uncertain position on either flank made the advance slow and 
uncertain, but by nightfall the Battalion was established in position on the high ground near Arc 
Ainieres. Everywhere joyous civilians were met, who reported the enemy in full retreat’; but actual 
contact with the German rearguards was not effected. 

That night the Divisional Cyclist Company joined the Brigade. At dawn (November 10th) 
the cyclists passed through the line and moved forward to reconnoitre the roads in front of the 
advance. Behind that protection the vanguard pushed on more rapidly. At midday British cavalry 
came up from the rear: a squadron of the 7th Dragoon Guards. The cavalry passed the marching 
column and trotted on ahead across open country. 

That afternoon St. Sauveur was reached and occupied. There the 4th Worcestershire went 
into billets, and were joyously welcomed by the inhabitants. The 2nd Hampshire, hitherto in 
support, went on through the wood in front, the Bois d’Hubermont, and took up an outpost line on 
the wood’s eastern edge. 


Next morning (November 11th) the advance was resumed. The 4th Worcestershire had 
been detailed to lead the marching column. The Battalion fell in at 8.30 a.m. in the streets of St. 
Sauveur and marched forward through the Bois d’Hubermont, passed through the outposts of the 
2nd Hampshire, and set their faces towards the East. The Brigadier, Colonel Freyberg, was riding 
at the head of the Brigade. ; 

Hardly had the march begun when a mounted orderly came galloping up the length of the 
column to the Brigadier and handed him a message. The Armistice with Germany had been signed ; 
hostilities would cease at 11.0 a.m. and at that hour the British vanguards would stand fast in the 
positions which they had then reached. 

The news spurred the whole column to desperate energy. The Brigadier and his orderly 
galloped forward and found the squadron-leader of the cavalry. They collected every available 
man of the squadron, and went forward at top speed to seize the crossing over the River Dendre at 
Lessines. They reached the outskirts of the town about 10.45 a.m., overtook the German rearguard 
and were met by fire from rifles and a machine-gun. Immediately the cavalry charged the enemy, 
killing four of them and rounding up a hundred as prisoners. Then they dashed forward to the 
river bridge, crossed it three minutes before 11.0 a.m. and drew rein on the eastern bank. They 
rode on into the town and compelled the surrender of two more companies of the enemy’s infantry ; 
but after protests from their officers it was decided that hostilities must by then have terminated. 
The German troops were released and marched away. 

Meanwhile in rear the marching battalions were striding along at their best speed to catch 
up the cavalry. Eleven a.m. came and passed; and the distant gun-fire which had been heard 
to right and left died down. The marching column tramped on. At 2.30 p.m. the 4th Worcestershire, 


(a) Actually at Croix, a southern suburb of Roubaix. 


Ith Nov. 1918, THE ARMISTICE. 


weary, caked with mud and dust, but still marching buoyantly, swung up into sight of the bridge 
at Lessines. The cavalry had dismounted and were scattered in little groups, some guarding the 
bridge and others watching the crowd of German prisoners by the roadside. The Battalion marched 
into the outskirts of Lessines and on up to the bridge amid the intense jubilation of thousands of 
the inhabitants, frantic with joy. Then at last the signal was given, and the 4th Worcestershire 
came to a halt. They were far in advance of any troops to their right or left; they formed the 


spearpoint of the British Second Army. 


Hostilities were over. 
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Chapter XXIII. AFTERMATH. 


HE last shots on the Western Front were fired on November 11th. In the other principal 

Theatres of War hostilities were already at an end. By nightfall fighting had ceased from 

the Channel to the Caspian; and the several Battalions of the Regiment were resting in 
the full knowledge of the victory won. 

In France and Flanders were eight battalions of the Regiment, the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 1/8th, 
2/8th, 14th and 17th Battalions. In Italy the 1/7th Battalion had witnessed the amazing collapse 
of the Austrian armies. In the Balkans the 11th Battalion had seen the successive surrenders of 
Bulgaria and of Turkey. On the shores of the Caspian the soldiers of the 9th Battalion were pre- 
paring to reoccupy their lost ground at Baku. 


2 


On the Western Front the close of hostilities left the German armies, to quote Sir Douglas 
Haig, in a condition such that they were ‘‘ capable neither of accepting nor of refusing battle.” 
They were compelled to acknowledge defeat by the surrender of heavy guns and of aeroplanes, by 
retreat within their own borders, and by submitting to the occupation of part of their country by 
Allied troops. 

But the French and British armies also had been exhausted and disordered by the rapid 
advance of the preceding month. In the course of that advance they had out-paced their supplies. 
All along the front the Allied lines of communication were only maintained with difficulty across 
the devastated battle areas. Consequently there was no further general advance of the Allied 
forces. The bulk of the victorious armies remained on the ground they had won, and only eight 
British Divisions (a2) were selected to represent the country in the Allied Army of Occupation. 

Of the selected Divisions only one, the 29th Division, included a Battalion of the Regiment. 
So the other Worcestershire battalions remained in France and Flanders while the 4th Worcestershire 
took part in the triumphal march to the Rhine. 


THE MARCH TO THE RHINE. 


After gaining the line of the River Dendre on November 11th the 4th Worcestershire stood 
fast at Lessines. One company of the battalion took up an outpost line east of the town, while 
the remainder of the battalion went into billets and received a most gratifying welcome from the 
delighted inhabitants. Five miles behind them the remainder of the 88th Brigade was billetted 
in Wodecq until November 13th when they closed up into Lessines. 2 

Next day the 2nd Hampshire took over the outpost duty : a duty which had proved strangely 
interesting ; for parties of released French and British prisoners and of Belgian civilians returning 
from forced Jabour had come in at all hours of the day and night. The released prisoners were for 
the most part in pitiable state, in rags and without food. They were given all possible succour and 
sent back to freedom. 

So matters stood until November 17th (). Then welcome orders were received. The 
29th Division had been selected to take part in the advance to the Rhine. That day was spent 
in joyful burnishing of accoutrements, and by the next morning the Battalion was in splendid order. 


Early on the morning (c) of November 18th the advance began. Once again the Battalion (d) 
had been selected as advanced guard to the 88th Brigade (ce), and at 7.30 a.m. (f) the 4th Worcester- 


(a) The Guards, Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 9th, 29th and 62nd Divisions. The Ist and 2nd Canadian Divisions and the New 
Zealand Division were also selected for the Army of Occupation. 

(0) On November 4th the 29th Division was re-transferred to the IInd Corps, commanded by Sir Claud Jacob, after 
a short period (October 23rd-November 14th) under the Xth Corps. 

(c) About 7.30 a.m. 

(d) Then again commanded by Col. T. Fitzjohn D.S.O. The strength of the Battalion was 30 officers and about 700 
other ranks. 

(e) The three Brigades of the Division marched indefendently on different roads. 

(f) “ After a wonderful blood-red sunrise in the mist” (N.M.G.). 
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(1) The 3rd Wore. on the battlefield of Malplaquet (2) The 4th Wore. halted on the battlefield of Waterloo. 
(see page 484) (Jmp. War Museum Copyright) (3) The triumphal entry into Brussels (see page 489). 
(4) “X” Company, 4th Wore. crossing the German Frontier In front row, the Duke of Brabant, the Duke of York, 
(see page 489). the King and Queen of the Belgians. 
(5) The 4th Wore. marching across the battlefield of Waterloo In second row, General Bird§vood,-General |Plumer, General 
(Imp. War Museum Copyright) Degouttes Geeta Sir/Claud, Jacob. 


(6) Cologne in British occupation. 
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shire marched off eastwards along the road to Enghien. The morning was fine and bright, with 
a sharp frost which made the roads iron hard beneath the tramping feet. It was an ideal day for 
marching and all were in high spirits. 

That march was a triumphal progress. From every side the inhabitants came crowding 
out to greet the British soldiers. The roads were rough and broken, but the troops marched splendidly 
and swung into Enghien about midday, under an arch of welcome amid the cheering of the populace. 
Then the Battalion found billets and rested happily during the next two days. 


Twenty miles to the northwards the Belgian forces had reoccupied Brussels, and the ceremonial 
entry of the King of the Belgians into his Capital was fixed for November 22nd. To assist in that 
triumph, representative detachments were sent up by the neighbouring Allied troops. The 4th 
Worcestershire were ordered to furnish a detachment of four officers (a) and 100 other ranks, which 
formed part of a composite battalion from the 29th Division, commanded by Colonel () Freyberg, 
V.C., D.S.O. The detachment was highly complimented on its marching and discipline in the 
tumultuous welcome (c) given to the victors. 


By November 20th plans had been completed, and on the following morning the advance 
was resumed. The Brigade marched off in cold and mist over greasy roads, by way of Saintes 
and Tubize to Braine-le-Chateau. They were on historic ground. Five miles to their right on that 
march, but veiled from them by the mist, lay the old battle-ground of King William’s army at 
Steenkerque. After a days rest at Braine-le-Chateau the Brigade marched onwards on November 
23rd to St. Lambert. Their road ran straight across the battlefield of Waterloo. 

The Battalion halted on the battlefield, close to the Lion monument which commemorates 
the victory ; and next day, while the Brigade rested at St. Lambert, the Divisional Commander, 
General Cayley, led the senior officers of the Division over the ground (d). 

A short advance to Limelette was followed by twenty-four hours of rest. On November 
27th the Brigade marched forward to Walhain St. Paul, and next day pushed on through chilly 
rain by way of Orbais and Perwez to Grande Rosi re and thence south-eastward to Eghez’e. They 
had marched across the battlefield of Ramillies, the earliest victory commemorated on the Colours 
of the Regiment. 

Another long days march took the Brigade to the outskirts of Huy on the banks of the River 
Meuse. Next day, November 30th, the Worcestershire marched, fifing and drumming, across the 
river and through the streets of Huy, which two hundred and twelve years before had echoed to 
the drums of their forebears of the Regiment, the old Twenty-Ninth (e). 


Thenceforward their road lay through the wooded hilly country of the Northern Ardennes. 
The scenery was pleasant, but the hills were tiring for the troops and the supply arrangements 
partially broke down. For some days the troops were on short rations. Bacon and jam were con- 
spicuous by their absence and the soldiers grumbled bitterly ; but the local inhabitants were friendly 
and generously helped out the meagre supplies. 

Fortunately the weather improved, and the march of the Ist December along the picturesque 
banks of the rivers Curthe and L’Ambleve by way of Comblain to Aywaille was as pleasant as could 
have been desired. The troops were then allowed two days to clean up and rest. 


On December 4th the advance was resumed, and the Brigade marched through mist and rain 
over wooded hills to La Reid. Next day was memorable. The Brigade moved off at 9.30 a.m. in 
brilliant sunshine and marched down zig-zag roads through the woods into the beautiful little town 
of Spa. Spa had been the G.H.Q. of the German armies during most of the war ; and it was curious 
to see many German soldiers about the streets, left by agreement to guard the German delegation 
of the Armistice Commission (/). 

Up the long hill east of Spa the columns tramped, over the crest of the ridge and then down 
through Francorchamps to the German Frontier. The Frontier was crossed early in the afternoon (g), 
and before dark the Brigade had reached billets in Malmedy. 


(a) Capt. E. R. Smith, Lt. T. L. Gillespie, M.C., 2/Lt. S. J. Rye, M.C., 2/Lt. R. H. Warren, M.C., M.M. 

(0) Temp. Brig.-General, 

(c) ‘‘ Our detachment was only twenty yards from a massed band of seventy pipers; but at times they couldn't hear 
a note through the cheering.’’ (N.M.G.) 


(d) ‘What struck me most was the small size of the battlefield, the extraordinary nearness of Wellington and Napoleon, 


and the distance of Hougoumont in front of the British line.” (N.M.G.). 

(e) Then, of course, known as Farrington’s Regiment. 

Uf) “ The two sentries we saw were almost comically slovenly . . . . the Bosche officers looked tremendously fed up, 
“particularly when my platoon wit shouted, ‘Cheer up, old sons, you may win the next one!" ”’ 

(g) ‘ X Company striking instant terror into two cows by their hearty cheers’ (N.M.G.). 
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THE OCCUPATION OF COLOGNE. Dec. 1918—Jan. 1919, 


For the first time the British troops were in enemy territory. The German inhabitants of 
Malmedy proved nervous but not unfriendly. The billets were good—the best that the Battalion 
could recall during the whole War. 


Thenceforward for five days (a) the Brigade marched north-eastward to the Rhine. The 
marches were long and trying and the boots of the troops were breaking down; but on one day 
at least the weather was good ; and the scenery of the forest uplands was very pleasing. All along 
the route the German countryfolk turned out at the sound of the drums to stare with wonder or 
with bitterness at the advancing troops. On the afternoon of the fifth day the Brigade came toa 
halt at Frechen and saw, six miles away, the towers and the spires of Cologne. 

Then for two days the 29th Division remained halted. The troops bathed and refitted. 
Arms and accoutrements were polished and burnished. Broken boots were replaced. Orders were 
received that the Colours of Regiments were to be fetched from England, and a Colour Party of the 
4th Battalion (b) was despatched to Worcester. 


On December 13th the 29th Division marched on into Cologne. Rain fell heavily during 
the morning, but ceased before noon ; and a watery sun-light glinted on bayonets and badges as 
the long columns entered the city. The Battalion marched, with drums beating, through the streets, 
past the Cathedral and then over the Hohenzollern Bridge across the Rhine. At the bridge the 
salute of the marching troops was taken by the Corps Commander, Lieut.-General Sir Claud Jacob, 
once a subaltern of the Regiment. By his side was Major-General D. E. Cayley, who, as Lieut.- 
Colonel, Brigadier and Divisional Commander, had led the 4th Worcestershire throughout their 
fighting career from the first landing in Gallipoli to that final triumph. 


Beyond the river the Brigade turned northward and went into billets in the suburb of Mulheim. 
After a day’s rest the advance was resumed, and in short stages the battalions marched north-eastward 
to the area appointed for the Brigade on the outer line of the occupied Zone. The weather was 
cold and miserable and the march (c) through hilly forest country was anything but enjoyable; 
but eventually on December 18th the Battalion reached their destination, the little town of Wer- 
melskirchen. The troops settled into billets; in moderate comfort, but by no means in luxury. 

A succession of wet cold days ensued, but after a little while all ranks were faizly well housed. 
Christmas Day was observed by a Parade Service in the town church; but the Christmas Dinner 
was perforce postponed ; for the expected poultry did not arrive. 

Thenceforward life was not very eventful among the hills and woods of Wermelskirchen. 
Training, inspections, administration of local inhabitants (d) and education of all ranks in pre- 
paration for their demobilization provided the main events of the daily routine. The Colours of the 
4th Worcestershire arrived from England, and were carried on parade for the first time since 1915 
on the 9th of January, when General Cayley inspected the Battalion and presented decorations. 

Presently came news of demobilization. One by one and then in small parties the officers 
and men of the Battalion left for home. On January 12th a great send-off was given to the Adjutant, 
Captain J. E. Thorneloe, M.C. He had been one of the mainstays of the Battalion throughout 
the worst days of 1918 and throughout the Final Advance. The drums turned out voluntarily 
in his honour, and the troops carried him to the station shoulder-high. 

Other officers and men followed in his wake. On February 5th Lieut.-Colonel T. Fitzjohn, 
D.S.O., said goodbye to the Battalion (e). Four days later Colonel F+C. Freyberg, V.C., D.S.0., 
gave up the command of the Brigade, and left for England amid a spontaneous demonstration of 
enthusiasm by the three battalions of his command. 


As Spring came on and the weather improved, football and boxing were taken seriously 
and the much-weakened Battalion was doing well at both when, at the end of February, came word 
of coming change. The 29th Division was to be broken up. The Regular battalions were to be sent 
home to reform, and their places in the Army of Occupation were to be taken by temporary units. 


(a) Stages. December 6th. Malmedy — Bangnez — Weismes — Butgenbach — Elsenborn. 
7th. Kalterherberg — Montjoie — Simmerath. 
8th. Stranch Schmidt Heimbach Vilatten — Embken. 
9th. Tunkersdorf — Zulpich — Erp — Lechenich. 
10th. Dermerzheim — Kierdorf — Modrath -— Frechen. 
(b) Lt. E. R. Newcomb, M.C., Lt. H. F. Boddington, R.S.M. G. Samson, D.C.M., Cpl. Hall, M.M., and Pte. Cotton. 
The party received the Colours from the Dean at Worcester Cathedral on December 19th. 
(c) Stages. December 15th. Mulheim — Delbruck — Berggladbach. 
16th, Odenthal — Altenberg. 
18th. Blecher — Hilgen — Wermelskirchen. 
(d) Court-Martials on local inhabitants for various offences were of frequent occurrence. 
(e) He was succeeded in the command by Major R. H. Marryatt. 
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Nov. 1918. FRANCE AFTER THE ARMISTICE 


On February 23rd the 4th Worcestershire bade farewell to their old comrades the 2nd 
Hampshire. The 2nd Hampshire left by rail for England, and the 4th Worcestershire took over 
their billets at Dhunn. The 2/4th Hampshire joined the Brigade to replace the Regular battalion 
of their Regiment. 

Early in the following month arrived another Hampshire Battalion, the 15th Hampshire ; 
who relieved the 4th Worcestershire at Dhunn. The Battalion at last left the 88th Brigade, and moved 
back to General Reserve at Mulheim. There the 4th Worcestershire were reduced to Cadre strength 
—6 officers and 60 other ranks. The remainder—8 officers (a) and 184 other ranks—went on to the 
main Concentration Camp at Cologne, whence they were dispersed or demobilized. That final 
parting took place on April 10th, and on that same day General Cayley came over to say goodbye 
to his old Battalion. 

Next day the cadre of the 4th Worcestershire (b) entrained at Cologne. Their destination 
was Ath in Belgium, where they were to join forces with the Ist Battalion of the Regiment. 


FRANCE AND FLANDERS. 


While the 4th Battalion was marching to the Rhine, the other battalions of the Regiment 
were resting and reorganizing in France and Flanders. As we have seen, the 4th Battalion was the 
only Worcestershire battalion actually in front line on November 11th. The other Battalions 
of the Regiment were all in reserve when they received news of the cessation of hostilities. 


The Armistice was followed by a few days of minor movements and readjustments, while 
decisions were made as to future plans and as to the re-distribution of the British Armies. Then 
a series of moves took place. The various Divisions shifted their positions. Some were retained 
in the War Zone to assist in the work of salvage and reparation ; others were moved back into the 
unbroken country behind the lines to reorganise and to train in comfort ; for the Armistice was 
not an absolute guarantee that the war was at an end; and precautions had to be taken against 
possible renewed hostilities. 

In the days following the Armistice the 8th, 19th, 25th, and 33rd Divisions all moved back 
some distance from the final fighting line, and the Battalions of the Regiment included in those 
Divisions had several moves and some little discomfort ; for the weather was not of the best, and 
the billets were seldom good. 


The Ist Battalion (8th Division) moved forward a couple of miles from Bernissart to Harchies. 
Then the 8th Division was ordered back into reserve, and on November 16th the Battalion moved 
by bus to Tournai and there settled into billets. 


The 2nd Battalion (33rd Division) also moved back. The Final Advance had taken the Bat- 
talion to the very line of the Retreat in 1914, along the banks of the River Sambre. The Battalion 
re-crossed that river on November 11th and went into billets in Berlaimont. Four days later the 
33rd Division concentrated further back, and the 2nd Worcestershire marched back on their tracks 
through the forest of Mormal to that same village of Englefontaine where they had fought so 
gallantly three weeks beforehand. Next day the march was continued back along the line of the 
previous advance, down the main road through Forest across the River Selle to billets in Clary ; 
where the Battalion remained during the ensuing three weeks. 


The 3rd Battalion (19th Division) moved back on November 14th from La Flamengrie and, 
after three days of marching, reached billets at Cauroir, near Cambrai, on November 16th. 
But the stay of the 19th Division in the forward areas was not destined to be prolonged. Towards 
the end of the month orders came to move right back for rest and training, and on November 27th 
the Battalion was carried back by bus across the Somme battle-fields and back to Fienvillers in the 
unbroken country around Doullens. 


The 1/8th Battalion (25th Division) was not destined to quit the battle-zone so soon. The 
25th Division concentrated around Le Cateau, and to that town the 1/8th Worcestershire marched 
on November 14th from Preux by way of Fontaine-au-Bois, passing once more the battle-tield of 
the previous October. During the ensuing fortnight the Battalion remained at Le Cateau, assisting 


(a) Capt. E. R. Newcomb, M.C., 2/Lts. E. F. Twining, J. Baxter, M.M., E. A. Wood, H. P. Park, J. R. Hall, A. H. 
Wright and G. A. Monks. - 
(b) Commanded by A/Lt.-Col. R. H. Marryatt. 
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AFTERMATH. Dec. 1918—Jan. 1919, 


in the general work of salvage and repair. Then on the last days of November the 25th Division 
moved back and the 1/8th Worcestershire marched along the main road through Inchy and Beavois 
to billets at Carnicres on the outskirts of Cambrai ; where the energies of the Battalion were employed 
on the general work of salvage. 


The 2/8th Battalion (61st Division) moved back to Cambrai by a two-day march on November 
14th and 15th. Together with the other battalions of the 61st Division, the 2/8th Worcestershire 
remained billetted in that wrecked city for over a week. Then orders came for the Division to move 
right back for training and rest. The 182nd Brigade entrained on November 24th and were carried 
back by way of Denain and Douai to Arras. Thence next day the train journey continued, through 
St. Pol and Frevent to Auxi-le-Chateau. Just outside that station occurred a disastrous accident. 
The railway engine left the line, coaches violently collided and one of them was crushed. Five 
soldiers of the Battalion were killed and six more were seriously injured. 

The Battalion perforce detrained and marched to its destination, Cramont, where late in 
the afternoon the companies found billets. 


To the two Pioneer Battalions of the Regiment (14th and 17th) the close of hostilities brought 
little variation in their labours. The 14th Battalion around Mons and the 17th Battalion around 
Lannoy, near Roubaix, continued their work of construction and repair. The companies of both 
Battalions were scattered over the battle area, remaking roads, demolishing ruins and constructing 
bridges. Their arduous and painstaking work was invaluable to the returning inhabitants, who 
were grateful for the ready help given by the English soldiers. 


Early in December His Majesty the King paid a visit to his armies. The King was received 
with great enthusiasm by the victorious troops. On December 4th the Royal cars passed through 
Clary and Carniéres and the 2nd Battalion and 1/8th Battalion turned out and joined the cheering 
soldiery who filled the streets. Next day the King was at Valencienes and Mons, in which area 
he visited the companies of the 14th Battalion at work, and praised their labours. Two days later 
(November 7th) the King reached Tournai. There the Ist Battalion furnished a Guard of Honour 
in the principal square of the city—a guard which handled its arms with something of the former 
precision of the old Twenty-Ninth. 


So soon as hostilities were realised definitely to be over it was decided that the old battalions 
of the army might again take over their Colours ; the consecrated Colours which at the outbreak 
of war had been placed for safekeeping in the guardianship of the Church. 

Very few of the officers and men who were serving at the end of the war had ever seen the 
Colours of the Regiment ; but from such old soldiers as were left small parties were selected by each 
Battalion and despatched to England to fetch the Colours. 

One by one those Colour Parties from the different Battalions of the Regiment (2) came back 
to England, received their Colours from the hands of the Dean at the steps of the Cathedral, and 
carried back to France those beautiful symbols of everything that a soldier holds dear. 


While the old battalions of the Army were again receiving their Colours, the question of 
Colours for the ‘‘ Service ” battalions raised during the war was being discussed. Eventually it 
was decided that those new battalions should each be issued with one Colour only, the ‘‘ King’s 
Colour,” a simple ‘‘ Union Jack ’’ (6). Those “ King’s Colours ’’ were accordingly manufactured 
and despatched to France, where they were presented to the newly formed battalions. 


(a) The detail of these Colour Parties were as follows :— 

Ist Battalion, Capt. W. C. Stevens, M.C., 2/Lt. E. S. F. Versfeld, R.S.M. G. Crump, M.C., D.C.M., C.S.M. E. 
Frazier, D.C.M., C.S.M. H. Beniams, D.C.M. Left Tournai for England 2.12.18. Received Colours at 
Worcester Cathedral 8.12.18. Returned to Tournai 11.12.18. Colours received with ceremonial parade 
of Battalion, 

2nd Battalion. Capt. C.C. Tough, M.C., Capt. H. E. Boswell, D.S.O., M.C., R.S.M. H. J. Farley, D.C.M., R.Q.MS. 
J. Evans, M.M., Q.M.S. G. Pollard. Left St. Maulvis for England 18.12.18. Received Colours at Worcester 
Cathedral 29.12.18. Keturned to St. Maulvis 2.1.19. 

3rd Battalion. Capt. E. Lattey, M.C., Capt. L. S. Vicarage, R.S.M. S. F. Byron, C.S.M, A. H. Jones, D.C.M., 
Sgt. J. Edey. Left Fienvillers for England 26.12.18. Received Colours at Worcester Cathedral 27.12.18. 
Keturned to Fienvillers 1.1.19. Battalion ceremonial parade with Colours 11.1.19. 

1/8th Battalion, 2/Lt. J. A. Bullock, M.C., 2/Lt. S. T. Bateman, M.M., C.S.M. J. Leighton, D.C.M., C.S.M. W.H. 
Griffin, M.M., C.S.M. G. J. Osbourne, M.M. Left Carniéres for England 20.12.18. Received Colours at the 
Shirehall from Mr. J. W. Willis Bund, Chairman of the County Council, 27.12.18. (Capt. J. O. Walford, M.C., 
who was in England at the time, represented the Commanding Officer at that ceremony). Returned via 
Boulogne 29.12.18. Battalion ceremonial parade (Trooping the Colour) 2.1.19. 

(6) This popular term is of course a misnomer and should correctly be ‘‘ Union Flag." The decision not to issue the 
new battalions with ‘* Regimental ’’ Colours was presumably due to motives of economy. 
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The King’s Colour was presented to the 2/8th Worcestershire by their Divisional Commander(a) 
on January 11th; to the 17th Battalion by their Corps Commander, General Sir Beauvoir de Lisle, 
on January 22nd; and to the 14th Battalion by the Commander of the First Army, General Sir 
Henry Horne, on February 14th. 


During the winter several moves took place. Early in December the 33rd Division was 
ordered back out of the battle-zone to the area west of Doullens. The move was made by march 
route; and the 2nd Worcestershire marched once more past many scenes which the Battalion 
had known well. The first day’s march (b) (9th December) took the 100th Brigade back through 
the debris of the Beaurevoir Line south of Cambrai to billets in Masni:res. 

Thence next day the Brigade marched in drizzling rain across the Cambrai battlefield, through 
the ruins of Marcoing and the shattered defences of the Hindenburg Line, over the Canal du Nord 
at Havrincourt to camp at Hermies. 

Rain was still falling next day when the 2nd Worcestershire marched on through Beaumetz 
to billets at Favreuil ; and dismal weather still prevailed on the following day, when the 100th 
Brigade marched through the ruins of Bapaume and thence south-westward along the main road 
to Albert across the old Somme battlefield. The column tramped past the Butte de Warlencourt, 
through Le Sars, and then saw dimly through the rain to the southward the ragged skyline of High 
Wood. By Courcelette, Poziéres and La Boisselle the Brigade marched back across the desolate 
battle-field down the main road to camp among the ruins of Albert. 

Thenceforward the Battalion was clear of the War Zone, and marched onwards on December 
13th, in fine weather and good spirits, down the Amiens Road to billets at Pont Noyelles. Next 
day the troops marched cheerily through Amiens and on out to the westward. Two days more of 
marching brought the Brigade to its destined rest area; and the 2nd Worcestershire settled into 
billets at St. Maulvis. 


In the middle of December the 8th Division moved from Tournai eastwards a few miles to 
the area around Ath. The Ist Worcestershire marched on December 17th out from the eastern 
gates of Tournai across the old battle-field of Fontenoy to billets in Leuze; and on the following 
day the Battalion marched onwards in wind and rain through Ath to the village of Meslin l’Eveque. 
The billets there were none too good, and readjustment was necessary before the companies were 
properly housed. 


A month’s work by the 75th Brigade had by that time effectively cleaned up the country 
round Carniéres, and on December 16th the battalions of that Brigade marched into Cambrai ; where 
the 1/8th Worcestershire were billetted in half-ruined streets, which were slowly filling with a 
Teturning populace. 


The weather before Christmas was miserable, but Christmas Day itself was fine and sunny. 
The Battalions spent their last Christmas Day on Active Service (c) in great happiness. Peace was 
assured, and already the demobilization of the armies had been begun (d). 

That demoblization was a difficult process. Men were selected and sent back in batches 
or individually, in accordance with industrial needs and their own capabilities. Educational classes 
were organised to train those who were not qualified in a trade. Those classes and every possible 
form of recreation were the principal preoccupation of all ranks during the winter months. Week 
by week the strength of the battalions dwindled. Football teams and educational classes became 
accustomed to find themselves suddenly depleted of their best men. 

The great majority of the rank and file serving with the Battalions at the end of 1918 had been 
enlisted only “ for the duration of the war.” Men so enlisted could not be held for longer service ; 
and it was necessary to reconstitute the Regular battalions with fresh personnel. For that purpose 
it was decided that each Regular battalion should be reduced to a skeleton formation—a “‘ Cadre ” 
of permanent officers and other ranks. Those ‘‘ Cadres’’ should return home and then should be 
expanded again by new recruits to full Battalion strength. 


(a) Major-General] J. Duncan, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. ‘The presentation took place on the parade ground near Conteville. 

(b) Stages of march. December 9th. Clary—Ligny—Haucourt—Esnes—Crevecoeur—Masniéres. December 10th. 
Marcoing—Ribecourt—Havrincourt—Hermies. December 11th. Doignies—Beaumetz—Velu—Favreuil. 
December 12th. Favreuil—Bapaume—aAlbert. December 13th. Albert—Pont Noyelles. December 14th. 
Amiens—Longpré—St. Sauveur. December 15th. Brailly—Foudrinoy—Bougainville—St. Aubin. December 
16th. St. Aubin—Hornoy—Fresneville—St. Maulvis. 

(c) The stations of the several Battalions on that last Christmas Day were :—Ist Battalion, Meslin I'Eveque. 2nd 
Battalion, St. Maulvis. 3rd Battalion, Fienvillers. 1/8th Battalion, Cambrai. 2/8th Battalion, Cramont. 
14th Battalion, Petit Dour. 17th Battalion, Lannoy. 

(d) The first men recorded to have been demobilized in the Battalions of the Regiment were coal miners who left in the 

middle of December. 
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The first battalions thus to be reformed were to be those required for service overseas. It 
was decided to revert to the pre-war system of the Army, by which the linked battalions of regiments 
changed over every fifteen or sixteen years. Counting the War as part of that period the Ist 
Battalion of the Regiment was still due for some ten more years abroad. But the 4th Battalion’s 
tour was completed and the 3rd Battalion was due to take its place on the Foreign Service roster. 

So it was settled that the 2nd and 4th Battalions were to form part of the Army at home, 
while the 1st and 3rd Battalions were to proceed overseas ; and consequently these two latter units 
were sent back to England before the sister Battalions. 


The 3rd Battalion was the first to leave France. Orders to reduce the Battalion to cadre 
strength were received early in February and on the 8th of that month a big draft (a) of all retainable 
men was sent to join the 2nd Battalion. The remainder were gradually demobilized until there re- 
mained only the personnel of the Battalion cadre. On March 30th the cadre (b) proceeded by train 
to Havre (c) and there embarked for home. 


The Ist Battalion followed soon afterwards. On February 10th the Battalion had been moved 
from Meslin l'Eveque to billets in Ath. In that city the dwindling Battalion remained during the 
ensuing two months. The strength of the units shrank day by day as small parties of demobilized 
men left for home, shrank until it was decided to absorb the 24th Brigade into the sister Brigade, 
the 23rd (d). That Brigade was still commanded by Colonel Grogan ; so that the Ist Worcestershire 
during their last days in France were once more under the direct orders of their former Commanding 

fficer. 

By that date (March 3rd) the Battalion had been reduced to a mere remnant. Three weeks 
beforehand (e) a strong draft of all available personnel had been despatched to join the 2/8th Battalion. 
The remainder were gradually reduced, until little more than the Battalion cadre was left on April 
12th. 

On that day the cadre of the 4th Worcestershire arrived at Ath by train from Cologne. The 
4th Battalion had been sent from the Rhine to replace the Ist Battalion in France. Next day the 
4th Battalion took over from the Ist Battalion all transport, equipment, and surplus personnel. 
The transfer took a few days ; then on April 16th the Ist Battalion said farewell to their old comrades 
of the 8th Division (f). Headed by the drums of the 4th Worcestershire and the band of the 2nd 
Rifle Brigade, the cadres of the 1st Worcestershire(g) and the 2nd Northamptonshire marched through 
the streets of Ath to the station. At dusk the train moved out, amid the cheers of a great crowd. 

Next morning the train reached Dunkirk. The troops went into camp for two days. Then, 
on April 19th, the little parties which represented those two old Regular battalions () embarked on 
the S.S. “ Antrim” for Dover. 


It was not yet possible to withdraw from France the whole of the British armies. Vast 
quantities of stores still in that country had to be protected, prisoners of war had still to be guarded, 
and other similar duties had to be carried out. For that purpose it was decided to reconstitute with 
fresh personnel many of those ‘‘ Service” battalions which it was intended ultimately to disband. 
The 2/8th Battalion of the Regiment was one of those selected for that reconstitution. The Battalion 
was detached from the 61st Division and proceeded on February 7th by rail to Cherbourg, to guard 
army stores and a labour camp. The Battalion settled down in a camp of Nissen huts at Tourlaville, 
and for the next three months all ranks were busily engaged on guard duty. For that purpose the 
2/8th Worcestershire were strengthened by drafts from the Ist, 1/8th and 17th Battalions of the 
Regiment and from several other units (i), until by the middle of April the strength of the Battalion 
totalled 39 officers and about 1050 rank and file. 


(a) 6 officers and 193 other ranks. 

(b) Commanded by Lt.-Col. P. KR. Whalley, D.S.O. Strength 4 officers and 48 men, with the Colours of the Battalion. 

(c) At Havre the cadre met the 2nd Battalion, and said goodbye to them before embarking. 

(d) That amalgamation of Brigades took place on March 3rd. 

(e) On February 20th. 

(f) The 18th Division had technically ceased to exist, Divisional H.Q. having been closed down on March 20th. 

(g) 3 officers and 36 men, with the Colours of the Battalion. 

(A) The Ist Worcestershire and 2nd Northamptonshire had come home together on the same ship from Egypt to the 
war in October 1914. 

(i) The strength of the Battalion on arrival at Cherbourg was 25 officers and 468 other ranks. The principal drafts 
received were as follows :-— 
February 24th. 10 officers and 226 other ranks from Ist Worcestershire. March 5th. 3. officers and 108 
other ranks from 7th Wiltshire. March 9th. 5 officers and 61 other ranks from 17th Worcestershire. 
March 19/23rd. 2 officers and 146 other ranks from 2nd Devons. March 27th. 2 officers and 83 other ranks 
from 1/8th Worcestershire. April 2nd. 6 officers and 108 other ranks from 11th Hampshire. 


494 


Mar—dpntina. THE 2/8tx BATTALION LEAVES FOR EGYPT. 


Apart from guard duties, little of note occurred at Cherbourg. In April a British Naval 
squadron arrived, and the Band of the Battalion played the sailors through the streets on their 
way to Paris. The popular Commanding Officer, Lt. Colonel Delme Davies-Evans, left for home ; 
and was succeeded by Lt. Colonel E. Knapp, D.S.O. (a). 

At the end of April came unexpected orders. It had been decided to send additional troops 
to strengthen the British forces in Egypt. The 2/8th Worcestershire had been selected for that 
duty, together with two other battalions (b) from the 6lst Division. After some busy weeks of 
preparation the 2/8th Worcestershire entrained at Cherbourg on May 25th and began a long train 
journey southwards to Marseilles. 


Throughout the Spring months the two Pioneer Battalions (14th and 17th) had continued 
their work of salvage and reparation. Like the other Battalions their strength had dwindled 
gradually as officers and men left to be demoblized. In February it was decided to transfer all 
retainable personnel from the 14th Battalion, and a strong draft was sent to the 2nd Battalion of 
the Regiment (c). Thereafter the strength of the Pioneer Battalions rapidly diminished. Before 
the end of April the 14th Worcestershire were practically down to cadre strength (d), and _pre- 
parations were being made for the disbandment of the Battalion. 


The 17th Battalion had similarly been reduced. It was at first intended to disband the 
Battalion when the 40th Division was broken up at the end of March. Early in that month the 
retainable personnel of the 17th Worcestershire were transferred to the 2/8th Battalion of the 
Regiment (e). Then plans were changed. The evacuation of the stores and bases in France was 
taking longer than had been foreseen. For the protection of those bases a certain number of 
battalions had to be retained ; and it was decided that one of those battalions should be the 17th 
Worcestershire. The cadre (f) of that Battalion entrained at Croix on March 27th to join forces 
with the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment. 


In May and June the Regular battalions destined for service at home were ordered back to 
reform. After taking over the transport and surplus personnel of the Ist Battalion, the 4th Battalion 
had remained at Ath under the orders of the 23rd Brigade. The Battalion was gradually reduced 
to the authorised cadre strength of 3 officers and 36 other ranks. On May 10th that little detachment 
representing the 4th Worcestershire entrained with their Colours at Ath for Dunkirk and England. 


The 2nd Worcestershire was the last of the Regular Battalions of the Regiment to return 
to the mother country. In January the Battalion had moved by march route (g) from St. Maulvis 
to Martineglise, near Dieppe. There the Battalion had lain throughout January and February, 
carrying out education, recreation and demobilization (i). 

Late in March orders were received for the 100th Brigade to move to Havre. The 2nd 
Worcestershire entrained at Arques after dark on March 22nd and reached Havre on the following 
morning. There the Battalion went into huts and settled down to a routine of guards and picquets. 

A week later (March 29th) the cadre of the 17th Battalion arrived at Havre and settled in 
beside the 2nd Battalion. Early in April (i) came definite orders as to future procedure. 

The 2nd Battalion was to go home as a cadre to reform. All surplus personnel was to be 
transferred to the 17th Battalion, which would take over the garrison duty at Havre. 

Those instructions were carried out during the ensuing weeks. The 17th Battalion took 
over (j) from the 2nd Battalion all the available officers and men, including the Commanding 
Officer (k) and Adjutant. By the end of the month all was ready; but arrangements at home 


(a) Colonel Davies-Evans left on April 14th. Colonel Knapp, formerly in the South African Defence Force, joined 
on April 25th. (b) 2/4th Oxford and Bucks L.I., 2/4th I. Berkshire. 

(c) 4 officers and 220 other ranks on February 23rd, followed by another draft of 27 rank and file on April 7th. 

(d) Lt.-Col. J. E. H. Forty left the Battalion for demobilization on April 20th and Major A. W. H. Heagerty took over 
command. Strength of Battalion 30.4.19 was 11 officers and 51 other ranks. 

(e) 5 officers and 61 other ranks. That draft left the 17th Battalion on March 5th (see previous page). 

(f) 8 officers and 44 other ranks. 

(g) Stages of that march were :— January 3rd. St. Maulvis—Siernapont—Realcamps. 4th. Foucarmont—Londiniéres 
—Croixdalle. 5th. Dampierre—Martineglise. 

(hk) In all 12 officers and 430 men of the Battalion were demobilized during January and February. On March 17/18th 
a notable farewell was given to Captain W. B. Edwards, previously Adjutant of the Battalion. The Battalion 
received a strong draft from the 14th Worcestershire on February 26th, and on March 7th a draft of 7 officers 
and 198 other ranks from the 1/8th Battalion. 

(i) On the Ist April the Battalion received a surprise visit from Lt.-Colonel P. R. Whalley, D.S.O., and the Cadre 
of the 3rd Battalion, then en route for home. 

(j) On April 17th, before the transfer, subscriptions to the Worcestershire War Memorial Fund were collected to a 
total of £351 13s. Od. from the officers and men of the 2nd Battalion. 

(k) Lt.-Col. J. F. Badham, D.S.O. and Capt. C. C. Tough, M.C. 
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were not yet complete, and throughout the month of May the cadre of the 2nd Worcestershire 

remained at Havre. During that period one notable event occurred—the arrival from home of the 

a bugles presented to the 2nd Battalion as a permanent memorial of the 10th Battalion of the 
egiment. 

On the last day of the month orders were received to embark ; and on the Ist of June the 
cadre of the 2nd Worcestershire marched down to the docks. They were escorted by the Band 
of the 100th Brigade and by a special escort of the 17th Battalion (a), who cheered the little party 
representing the old Battalion as the troopship (b) left the quay. 


Ten days later the 14th Battalion likewise started on their journey home. Orders for the 
cadre of the Battalion to move were received early in June. On June 11th the Pioneers at last 
left their billets at Boussu and entrained at St. Ghislain. Next day they detrained at Antwerp. 

There the transport and technical equipment of the Battalion was loaded into barges destined 
to proceed by sea to England. Armed soldiers may not be carried over the Dutch waters of the 
Scheldt, so the personnel of the Battalion, after embarking their stores, were entrained again on 
June 16th for Boulogne ; where they detrained next day and marched to camp: “‘ St. Martin’s Camp.” 
Thence on the following day they moved to another camp, the ‘‘ Camp de Marlborough,” the very 
camp in which the 2nd Battalion, the leading unit of the Regiment, had been quartered when they 
first arrived in France. 

On June 20th, the cadre of the 14th Worcestershire, carrying their King’s Colour, marched 
down through the streets of Boulogne to the quay, embarked on the cross-channel steamer, and 
were carried across a smooth sea to the white cliffs of Dover. 


The 1/8th Battalion was almost the last unit of the Regiment to leave the Theatre of War. 
Throughout the Spring months the units of the 48th Division remained in Cambrai, engaged on 
general salvage work in and around that shattered city. Gradually their numbers were reduced ; 
and on February 25th a strong draft of retainable (c) men were sent from the 1/8th Worcestershire 
to join the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment—leaving the 1/8th Battalion with only about a hundred 
of all ranks. The strength steadily dwindled until the end of June, when orders came for the cadre 
to leave for home. The 1/8th Worcestershire marched to Cambrai station and entrained; and 
on the Ist of July the cadre of the Battalion, with their Colours, embarked at Boulogne for England. 


Only the 17th Battalion was now left in France. On June 12th the Battalion was shifted to 
a new camp at Harfleur. The duties of the Battalion were still confined to providing guards over 
stores, but those duties afforded time enough to allow of a general smartening of drill; and the 
Battalion showed up well on a parade of the 100th Brigade on July 5th, in honour of the Signing 
of Peace. That parade was followed by a great inter-Allied celebration on July 14th, the French 
national féte. The Battalion found a company, one hundred strong ( ), which formed part of a 
composite British battalion. The marching and turnout of the Worcestershire detachment was 
much commended. One more ceremonial parade followed, when on August 7th the 100th Brigade 
said goodbye to their Brigadier (e). 

Many and varied duties fell to the lot of the troops still remaining during those final days 
of the British forces in France. One notable experience was that of a strong detachment of the 17th 
Worcestershire which went to Trouville and thence escorted by sea a large body of German prisoners 
who were repatriated at the beginning of September. 

Soon afterwards came news that the Battalion was to be broken up. The Commanding 
Officer, Lieut.-Colonel J. F. Badham, left for home on September (f) 18th and was succeeded by 
Lt.-Colonel A. S. Henry, O.B.E. A week later came orders for reduction to cadre strength. 

During the first days of October a strong (g) draft of retainable personnel was transferred to 
one of the last surviving battalions in France, the 9th Northumberland Fusiliers. The remaining 
details were sent to the neighbouring Base camp for dispersal. 

On the 8th October a tiny cadre (i)—one officer and thirteen men with the King’s Colour of 
the Battalion—embarked at Havre for England. 


(a) 100 strong under Capt. C. L. de C. Hinds. The cadre of the 2nd Battalion was 3 officers and 36 men, with the 
Coluurs of the Battalion. (0) S.S. “ Londonderry.” 

(c) 7 officers and 198 other ranks. See footnote (h) to previous page. 

(d) Under Capt. Hinds. % 

(e) Brig.-Gen. G. Guggisberg, C.M.G., D.S.O., who had taken over from Brig-Gen. Baird in February. 

(f) Three days later the Adjutant, Capt. Tough, left for home and was succeeded by Capt. H. E. Boswell, D.S.0., M.C. 

(g) 8 officers and 121 other ranks. 

(A) Otticially termed an ‘‘;quipment Guard.” 
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Nov. 1918, AFTER THE VICTORY. 


ITALY. 


The collapse of the Austro-Hungarian armies during the first days of November 1918 had put 
an end to hostilities. The close of the fighting was followed by a further advance of the Italian 
armies through the Austrian provinces. In that further advance the troops of the 48th Division 
did not take part. The Division marched back on its tracks into Italy and then stood fast. 

The return march began on November 9th. Till that date the British troops rested and 
cleaned up in the pleasant villages east of Trent. There was much of interest. Among other 
things the break up of the Austrian forces had left their prisoners free to escape, and many British 
prisoners taken on the Asiago plateau came drifting in to the British lines. 

After three days of rest orders were issued, and at 9 a.m. on the morning of November 9th 
the 1/7th Worcestershire left their billets at Seregnano and joined the long column of British troops 
which tramped through Pergine and along the shores of the Lake of Caldonazzo to billets in the 
town of that name. 

The billets were in a filthy state, and none were sorry when early next morning the march 
was resumed. The road to Vezzena taken by the Battalion out of the Val Sugana was more direct 
and very much steeper than that down which they had marched a week before. The 4000 foot 
climb was arduous and had to be taken slowly, with a halt of ten minutes after each twenty minutes 
of ascent, while all ranks marvelled at their wide view over the mountain region of the Dolomites. 
When at last the crest was reached a long halt was called. The troops rested among the pinewoods 
while behind them the transport of the Brigade struggled up the mountain road. Tea was made 
and a meal eaten. Then the march was resumed down the hill to Vezzena where the troops went 
into billets. 

In spite of all that local looters could do in a week, the abandoned Austrian stores along the 
road were still astounding. The British battalions helped themselves to all they could desire and 
made a really good dinner (a). 

Next day the march was resumed down the Val d’Assa to the junction of that great valley 
with the Val Portule. After an uncomfortable night in huts, the column tramped on again next 
day across their former battle-ground and reached billets near Granezza. There at last were found 
bare and clean clothing, while weariness was forgotten with the joyful news of the Armistice in 

rance. 


After twenty-four hours of rest and cleaning the 144th Brigade marched on November 14th 
over the mountain road to Calvene and then across the river Astico by way of Zugliano down into 
the Italian plain. Early in the afternoon the Brigade reached quarters in huts just north of Thiene. 

Next day the Brigade marched onwards across the plain to Malo and then through wooded 
hills to the valley of the River Agno. There the 48th Division went into billets (6), and the 1/7th 
Worcestershire reoccupied their old quarters in the village of Cereda. 


The troops settled down to make themselves as comfortable as was possible in the wintry 
weather. There was much frost and several sharp falls of snow; but football and cross-country 
runs kept all ranks in good form. 

News came that the King of Italy would hold a ceremonial review of the British troops which 
had served with his armies. Each Division was to be represented by three battalions, one from 
each of its Brigades. To the great gratification of the 1/7th Worcestershire, the Battalion was 
chosen to represent the 144th Brigade (c). 

After a week of assiduous practice the Battalion made a fine appearance on the day of the 
Review, November 27th. The parade was held at Castel Gomberto, three miles from billets. The 
ten thousand picked troops who represented the British Divisions received the King of Italy with 
a Royal Salute and the Italian National Anthem. Then the King inspected the line. The troops 
marched past, reformed line, advanced in review order and gave a final Royal Salute. The Battalion 
Aen highly complimented on the appearance of all ranks. The next day was made a complete 

oliday. 


Demobilization began to be discussed. Lecturers came to explain the problems and the 
methods which would be adopted. Educational classes were started. It was realised that the 
dispersal of the Army would take time; and all had settled down to make the best of things in 
their winter quarters when suddenly the Battalion received orders to move at once. 


(a) “ The potatoes especially were a pleasant change from the tinned foods which had constituted our diet for the 
past week.” (Battalion Diary). (6) Divisional H.Q. at Valdagno, I44th Brigade H1.Q. at Cornedo. 

(c) The other battalions of the 48th Division selected to represent their Brigades were the 1/6th Kk. Warwickshire 
and the 1/4th Rk. Berkshire. 
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In the far Southern “ heel” of Italy a base of British stores had been formed during the 
war at the seaport of Taranto. To that port had been sent some coloured battalions raised in one 
of the British Colonies. Those coloured troops had mutinied and were giving serious trouble. 
Urgent requests had been telegraphed for British troops to deal with the situation. The 48th 
Division had been ordered to despatch a battalion, and the battalion selected was the 1/7th 
Worcestershire (a). 

The unexpected orders arrived at 10.45 a.m. on December 12th. After an hour or two of 
hasty preparation the Battalion moved off in busses southward to the railway at Tavernelle. The 
troops travelled in fighting order with ammunition in their pouches ; and most of the Battalion’s 
transport was left behind (6). The Battalion reached Tavernelle that evening and entrained. 
After dark (c) the train moved off on its journey southwards. 

The Italian railway service was not very efficient, and the journey southward took three nights 
and days. Halts for meals were made at Rimini, Ancona, Termoli, Foggia and Acquaviva. At 
dusk on December 15th the Battalion reached Taranto and marched to the Base Camp. 

By that time the worst of the trouble was over; but it was considered necessary that the 
Battalion should remain at Taranto to ensure security ; and for the next three months the 1/7th 
Worcestershire were quartered at that Calabrian sea port. 

Taranto proved quite an agreeable station, pleasantly warm after the chilly mountains of 
Northern Italy and full of interest to the troops. The last Christmas to be spent on Active Service 
was passed merrily enough; and the trouble which had caused the move came more or less to an 
end on January 5th when a strong guard, found from ‘‘ B’’ Company, conducted 50 of the coloured 
troops (d) as prisoners to Marseilles. 

Thereafter demobilization was the main topic of interest. During January and February 
one party after another left for home. The remainder busied themselves with educational classes, 
football matches and a little steady drill. 

Meanwhile the 48th Division in North Italy had been undergoing a similar process of demobiliz- 
ation. In February it was decided that such men of its shrunken battalions as wished or were liable 
to continue to serve abroad until peace was finally assured were to be concentrated in two battalions. 
Those were the 1/6th Gloucestershire and the 1/7th Royal Warwickshire ; the former was sent to 
Scutari in Albania. The remainder of the 48th Division was to be sent home. 

In accordance with these instructions a strong draft was sent from the 1/7th Worcestershire to 
the 1/6th Gloucestershire. That left the Battalion so reduced that it was reorganised as one company (:). 

On March 8th came final orders to rejoin the Division. Next day the Battalion entrained 
and proceeded northwards. On March 13th the train journey up the length of Italy came to an end 
at Tavernelle. The 1/7th Worcestershire detrained early in the morning and marched back to their 
former billets at Tornedo. 

The ensuing fortnight was occupied in handing over equipment and stores. Two large 
parties (f) left for demobilization. Finally on March 26th the little cadre which represented the 
1/7th Worcestershire (g) entrained, together with the other cadres of the 144th Brigade, at Tavernelle 
and began the long journey to Havre, which was reached on March 30th. The cadre marched to the 
Embarkation Camp at Harfleur. Thence next day the little party marched down to the docks and 
embarked on the S.S. ‘‘ Nopatkin.”” As darkness fell on March 31st, 1919, the ship drew out of the 
docks and headed across the Channel, carrying the 1/7th Worcestershire home—exactly four years 
to the very day from their embarkation in England for the War. 


EGYPT. 


Before the Great War the political regime in Egypt was strangely anomalous. Theoretically 
Egypt was a province of the Turkish Empire: actually the country was independent of Turkey and 
was governed to a great extent by the British Consul-General. 

When Turkey came into the war it was proclaimed that Turkish suzerainty over Egypt was 
ended, and that the country was a British Protectorate. That Proclamation and the subsequent 
series of repressive measures during the war led to much bad feeling in Egypt, and after the Armistice 


(a) A machine-gun company accompanied the Battalion. 

(b) The transport taken were the two cookers, the Maltese cart, one water cart and the officers’ horses. In all 22 
ofhcers and 590 other ranks were taken, (c) 5.30 p.m. 

(d) A subsequent regrettable outbreak on the part of the coloured troops led to the chief offender being executed, after 
court-martial, by a firing party of the Battalion. 

(e) The Battalion was still commanded by Lt.-Col, F. M. Tomkinson, D.S.O, with Capt. R. W. Nield, M.C. as Adjutant 
and Lt. W. J. Jones, M.C. as Quartermaster. The one company was commanded by Capt. W. KR. Prescutt 
M.C, Total strength 11 officers and 138 other ranks. 

(f) 3 officers and 55 rank and file on March 16th. 45 rank and file on March 2]st. 

(g) The cadre consisted of the 4 otficers above (e) and 45 other ranks, 
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the country became dangerously disturbed. It was decided temporarily to increase the British 
garrison. Among the additional troops despatched to Egypt from France were the 2/8th Worcester- 
shire. 


We have told already how, in anticipation of that move to Egypt, the 2/8th Worcestershire 
and the other two battalions selected from the 61st Division had been made up to full strength 
by drafts from other units ; and how the three battalions had entrained for Marseilles. 

After a long slow railway journey down from Cherbourg the 2/8th Worcestershire reached 
Marseilles, and the bulk of the Battalion (a) embarked on the last day of May 1919 in the troopship 
“Goendoer.”” The transport put to sea, and dawn of June Ist found them off the eastern coast of 
Sardinia. That night Stromboli was seen in eruption, and early next morning the troopship 
steamed through the Straits of Messina. Next day the troops saw the mountains of Crete to the 
north-eastward, and in the afternoon of June 4th the ‘“‘Goendoer’”’ entered the Harbour of Alexandria. 
The Battalion disembarked and proceeded by tram through the streets of Alexandria to camp at 
Sidi Bish. 


Alexandria in June is by no means cool ; and all ranks welcomed the issue of khaki clothing 
and the erection of marquees during the three following days. Then they settled down to duty ; 
which for them meant a continuous routine of guards, picquets and escorts to prisoners of war. A 
large camp of Turkish prisoners had to be dealt with. The prisoners had to be escorted when at 
work and guarded when at rest. Gradually they were being repatriated to Turkey ; and escorts 
had to be provided on board the troopships which carried them. The first escort provided by the 
2/8th Worcestershire was for a troopship which sailed on June 25th ; and thereafter that duty was 
of frequent occurrence. 

It was not only the Turkish prisoners who gave trouble. The Egyptian populace were 
disturbed and hostile. A series of thefts from the tent lines culminated on the evening of June 
28rd in a raid of quite formidable proportion. A number of Egyptian looters endeavoured to seize 
kit and rifles. The troops turned out and gave chase. A sharp scuffle in the darkness resulted in 
one at least of the natives being killed and several injured. Thereafter vigilance was redoubled ; 
and guard duties became the principal feature of the work. 

Guard duties were varied by ceremonial. On June 30th the signing of Peace was celebrated 
by a march of the garrison with band and Colours through the main streets of Alexandria. Soon 
afterwards there arrived the new High Commissioner entrusted by the British Government with the 
settlement of the disturbances in Egypt: General Allenby; who landed at Alexandria on July 
6th. The Battalion found the Guard of Honour which met the General at the quay. 

During the summer in Egypt Alexandria is the seat of government; and consequently 
General Allenby remained in residence in the city. The 2;8th Worcestershire were called on for 
Guards of Honour on several occasions before the High Commissioner left for England on September 
3rd. 

By that time the worst troubles in Egypt were over. Re-formed Regular battalions were 
arriving from home, and the retention of the temporary units became unnecessary. In the middle 
of September orders were issued for the disbandment of the 2/8th Worcestershire. The personnel 
of the Battalion were divided into those with a certain time still to serve and those available for 
demobilization. A strong draft (b) of the former was despatched to join the 2/4th Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire L.I. at Damascus. The remainder of the officers and men of the Battalion 
were attached to other units in Alexandria (c). After those preliminary arrangements, the final 
stages of the disbandment were carried out on September 22nd. The transport and equipment 
were handed into store, and the 2/8th Battalion of the Regiment officially ceased to exist. 


BULGARIA. 


At the close of hostilities with Turkey the 11th Worcestershire, it will be remembered, had 
reached Svilengrade (Mustapha Pasha) on the Bulgarian frontier of Turkey, over against Adrianople. 
The surrender of Turkey obviated the intended advance of the British forces against that City ; 
and thenceforward for a fortnight the battalions of the 26th Division remained in a chilly camp 
in the valley of the Maritza, training, cleaning up, and making friends with their late antagonists 
the Bulgarians. 


(a) 28 officers and 598 other ranks. 2 officers and 159 other ranks were left to follow in other ships. They landed 
in Egypt a fortnight after the rest of the Battalion. 

(6) 332 rank and file. 

(c) The rank and file, 305 in all, were attached to the 1/6th Gloucestershire. The officers were attached to the Transit 
Camp at Mustapha. 
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The Bulgarians had entered the war in order to crush their old enemies the Serbians. They 
had no particular enmity against Serbia’s Allies ; and the long years of intermittent fighting in the 
hills of Macedonia had inspired both Briton and Bulgar with a certain mutual respect. It did not 
prove difficult to make friends ; which was fortunate in view of the work which the Battalion was 
next ordered to perform. 


On the north-east of Bulgaria, between the Danube and the Black Sea, lies the province of 
the Dobrudsha (a). The population of the province is mixed and it has often changed hands. In 
1913 the Roumanians had enlarged their boundaries to the southward at the expense of Bulgaria. 
In 1916 the whole province had been conquered from the Roumanians by Bulgarian and Turkish 
troops. Now, as part of the Armistice terms, the Bulgarians were to evacuate their conquest and 
to hand over the province to the Roumanians ; and it had been decided that the evacuation was 
to be enforced by Allied troops. 

By that date the Allied forces hitherto based on Salonika were widely scattered from the 
Adriatic to the Black Sea and from Buda Pest to Constantinople. One group of those forces had 
been entitled ‘‘ The Army of the Danube,” under the command of the French General Berthelot, 
charged with the maintenance of order in the Dobrudsha. The British 26th Division formed part 
of the forces allotted to the ‘‘ Army of the Danube ” ; and orders were soon issued for the Division 
to proceed to the new area. 


Accordingly, on November 14th the 11th Worcestershire (6) marched down from their camp 
in drenching rain to Svilengrade Station and there entrained. The train left as darkness fell and 
carried the Battalion northward through the night. 

The troops were wet through, and the night was bitterly cold. In the small hours of the 
morning Turnovo (c) was reached, and unsuccessful efforts were made to find hot water for tea. There 
was snow all around, but the shivering troops were somewhat cheered by an issue of rum before the 
train moved (d) on. 

At the railway junction of Nova Zagora hot water was found, and breakfasts were cooked 
and eaten; and at 2.0 p.m. a halt was made at Stara Zagora for dinners. Then the train headed 
north across the valley of the Tundza into the Balkan mountains. 

A most trying time followed. The journey was very slow with several halts: for fuel was 
scarce and was only obtained with difficulty after long delays. The weather in the mountains 
was bitterly cold, and snow was lying everywhere. At last, after dark (e) on the evening of November 
18th, the train reached Ruschuk (f). The soldiers of the 11th Worcestershire detrained at Ruschuk 
station and saw the wide waters of the River Danube flowing past beneath a bright moon. Then 
the Battalion marched to billets in a large school—a welcome rest after the previous discomfort. 

Ruschuk was found to be a large town (g), with modern shops and hotels and a good deal 
of comfort. For some days the town was thronged with the British troops, while plans for future 
movements were made. Those plans were altered several times. At length on November 2Ist the 
78th Brigade were ordered to send one battalion to occupy the town of Dobric (4). The 11th 
Worcestershire were selected. The Battalion entrained on the morning of November 23rd and 
reached Dobric after dark on the following night. It was then too late to make billetting arrange- 
ments, so the troops slept in the train. Next morning (November 25th) the Battalion detrained, 
and eventually were billetted fairly comfortably in two local schools. 


Dobric proved to be a town of some size. The inhabitants, mostly Bulgars and Turks, 
seemed well-disposed towards the British, and good provisions were easily obtained. There were 
“Turkish baths ”’ which greatly delighted the travel-stained troops. Good relations were established 
with the Bulgarian troops in the town (j). The Worcestershire settled in comfortably enough, 
in spite of bitter wintry weather, and soon all ranks were hard at work improving their kit and 
smartening up their drill. 


(a) The spelling of this name is often varied. By the Roumanians it is spelt Dobrogea. 

(b) Temporarily commanded by Major H. Melville Edwards. 

(c) Not the town of Turnovo which lies in Bulgaria proper, north of the Balkan mountains, but a smaller town of 
the same name at the railway junction eight miles north of Harmanli. 

(d) Train reached Turnovo at 2.30 a.m. and left at 4.10 a.m. (e) At 7.45 p.m. 

UY) This is only one of many alternative spellings. 

(g) Of about 50,000 inhabitants. (A) This is only one of many alternative spellings. (1) About 30,000 inhabitants. 

(7) " It is perhaps of interest that for quite two months after the Battalion arrived at Dobric hardly a soul could be 
*'seen in the streets after dusk. The Mayor afterwards told me that the Germans . . . . had drawn vivid 
“pictures of the dreadful treatment the British would mete out .... It made one very proud of one’s 
“ Regiment that, although this was really the first time that the men were more or less on their own in the 
“‘enemy’s country, not a single complaint of misconduct came to my knowledge.” (H.M.E.) 
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Dec. 1918. THE BULGARIAN EVACUATION. 


Asa result the Battalion turned out very well indeed when on December 9th General Franchet 
d'Esperey, the French Commander-in-Chief of all the Allied Forces in the Balkans, came through 
Dobric on his way from Varna to Bucharest. He was received by two guards of honour, one of 
the 11th Worcestershire and one of the local Bulgarian Regiment, and also by a local deputation. 

The General gave instructions to Colonel Wheeler (a) as to the forthcoming evacuation of the 
town by the Bulgarians ; for now the Roumanians were to be placed in possession. 

The instructions were that no food, forage, or stores were to be removed from the town, 
that agricultural machinery was to be left intact, and that the Bulgarian troops were to take with 
them only their military equipment. In accordance with those instructions the Battalion had to 
place control posts at the railway station and upon the main roads outside the town. 


The next four days saw many strange scenes. A great exodus of Bulgarians, military and 
civil, took place ; not only the troops and people around Dobric but also Bulgarian troops withdrawing 
from the northern districts of the Dobrudsha. Those troops appeared to have swept the country 
clean as they withdrew, for they were laden with property of every description ; all of which they 
were compelled to surrender to the British detachments. Herds of livestock, stores of food and 
forage, cartloads of furniture and household goods were all alike confiscated ; and the Battalion 
Orderly Room was besieged by angry or weeping supplicants. ‘‘ These four days,” (10th to l4th 
December) recorded the Adjutant, “ have witnessed some of the most pathetic and certainly some 
of the most humorous Orderly Room scenes ever witnessed.” 

For example, on December 11th a limping Roumanian peasant, wrapped in a borrowed 
Army blanket, reported that he and his young wife had been robbed, stripped and beaten by 
a force of Bulganan soldiers who were driving southward a large herd of stolen cattle. A rescue 
party—one subaltern (+) and ten men in an engine and truck—was despatched to a railway halt 
some miles north of Dobric. The herd was sighted and intercepted. Faced with the British 
bayonets the Bulgarians surrendered, their officer coolly admitting that he was trying to pass the 
frontier with the plundered herd (c) ; which, instead, was driven into Dobric and handed over to the 
local food commission, 

That was only one of several such incidents ; and soon it was clearly necessary to reinforce 
the garrison of Dobric if the frontier was to be effectively closed. On December 13th the 7th Royal 
Berkshire arrived ; and with them came the Headquarters of the 78th Brigade (d). 

The whole countryside was most disturbed. In rapid succession came reports of Bulgarian 
outrages on Roumamans and Roumanian outrages on Bulgarians. Two platoons of the Battalion 
were sent up the railway on detachment to two villages ten miles to the northward (e), and other 
small detachments were sent to visit the villages around Dobric. Orders were issued that all arms (f) 
in possession of inhabitants were to be seized. Those little detachments, consisting as a rule of a 
subaltern and about a dozen men with an interpreter, marched round the countryside, maintaining 
order, executing rough justice and collecting weapons ; and so well did they do their work that 
the inhabitants on at least one occasion declared that “ now that they had seen the British they 
were satistied that they would receive justice and fair dealing (g).” 


Christmas Day of 1918 was spent by the 11th Worcestershire in their quarters at Dobric. 
In the morning the Battalion paraded, together with the 7th Royal Berkshire, for a Brigade Service ; 
one of the largest churches of the town having been lent for the purpose by the local authorities. 
Then alt ranks settled down to a good Christmas dinner (A). 

Next day Roumanian officials arrived to take over the Civil Administration of the District. 
The Bulgarian authorities had left three days before ; but the Bulgarian populace of the town had 
no intention of submitting tamely to the change of nationality. A‘ Deputation ” (“ which consisted 
of nearly the whole town "’) came on December 27th to interview the Brigade Commander ; but he 
tefused to receive the address and ordered the crowd to disperse ; which they did quietly enough. 


(a) On December Ist Lt.-Col. C. Wheeler, D.S.0., had returned from leave and had resumed command of the 11th 
Worcestershire 

(6) 2nd Lt. S. V. Rudder. (c) 2374 sheep and goats, 260 bullocks and 84 pigs. 

(ad) The other battalion of the Brigade was stationed first at Kazgrad and afterwards at Varna. 

{e) To Spasove and Harman Kajusu (not marked on map but Harman Kujusu is near Cijut Kujusu). The platoons 
were commanded respectively by Lt. R. M. Kirley and Lt. B. Baden, M.C. At the same time the Royal 
Berkshire sent a detachment to Kurtbunar. 

(f) Which were detailed in the order as to include—" rifles, revolvers, swords, blunderbusses, daggers and bombs.” 

(g) ‘* It was quite a common thing to receive deputations from the surrounding villages literally imploring that a few 
of our men be sent to their village in order to keep peace. On one occasion when it was explained 
that there were no more men available the ‘head man’ asked that just one British suldier be sent—he would 
Le quite sufficient.” (H.M-_E.). 

(4) Which was much aided by a grant from the County Comforts Fund. 
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The countryside was not so orderly. At more than one village the Roumanian gendarmes 
on arrival were met by the assembled villagers with sticks and stones. British detachments had 
to be sent before the trouble subsided. 

On New Years Day one exceptionally violent outbreak at the village of Kara Pelit (a) led 
to the despatch of two platoons of the Worcestershire under Lieut. H. E. Williamson to join a 
detachment of the Royal Berkshire already at that village. The inhabitants, though most friendly 
to the British, had shown such hostility to the Roumanian gendarmes that the latter had not dared 
to enter the village. On the arrival of the Worcestershire detachment the inhabitants were overawed 
and disarmed and the Roumanian gendarmes were installed. The Worcestershire detachment 
remained in the village for a few days to maintain order. 

Similar incidents took place in many other villages, and there were some minor riots and 
shooting in Dobric itself ; all of which entailed much work for the British troops, although fortunately 
they suffered no casualties. Strict orders were issued that the British soldiers were not to discuss 
politics with the inhabitants, nor betray any predilection for either nationality. 


Apart from such incidents nothing much occurred until the end of January, when orders were 
received for the commencement of demobilization. 

On January 26th Lt.-Colonel C. Wheeler, D.S.O., left for England and handed over the 
command to Lt.-Colonel H. Melville Edwards (6). Soon afterwards the first party of the rank 
and file left for home. That first party numbered 68, selected from the men who had served longest 
with the Battalion. Other similar parties followed at various intervals ; and the numbers of the 
Battalion dwindled so rapidly that it was found necessary to amalgamate the four companies, first, 
in February, into two companies and finally, early in March, into one company only. Then at 
last some reinforcements were received ; and the Battalion was thereby enabled not only to supply 
the necessary guards and picquets in the town but also, at the end of March, to revive the long 
dormant corps of Drums. The drums had been stored at Salonika for the previous three years. 
Now at last they were brought up from the base, and soon were enlivening the streets of Dobric. 

The town was now quiet enough. The populace had settled down under the Roumanian 
administration and had become very friendly to the troops. Much mutual entertainment had 
been done ; and dances were organised, which proved very popular with all ranks. 


At the end of March came a sudden scare. Political disturbances had taken place in Bulgaria 
and seemed likely to spread northwards. Precautionary measures were taken for the defence of the 
billets. Then came word that a raiding force of insurgent Bulgars was about to strike across the 
frontier towards Kurt Bunar. A small composite column (c) was despatched to that village on 
March 27th ; but the alarm proved unfounded and the column returned two days later. 


Before March was out it became known that the British troops were to be withdrawn from 
Bulgaria and were to be replaced by an Italian force. The 26th Division was to be broken up. 
Some of the units of the Division would form a composite Brigade destined for Egypt, while the other 
Battalions, including the 11th Worcestershire, would reinforce the 27th Division in the Caucasus. 


Throughout the first two weeks of April the energies of the small British battalions were 
concentrated on preparations for the move. Roumanian officers arrived to purchase the British 
horses and mules. Italian troops (d) arrived to take over the garrison. An important Roumanian 
agitator (e) arrived under arrest and was placed in Battalion custody. Finally better weather 
arrived with a warm sun and pleasant winds, and the spirits of all ranks improved. 

By the middle of April all was ready ; and on April 19th the 11th Worcestershire bade farewell 
to Dobric (f) and entrained for Varna. That seaport was reached at midnight. Next morning, 
Easter Sunday, the Battalion detrained and encamped on a common outside the town. They 
were joined during the next few days by the other four battalions which were to accompany them 
on their voyaye—if indeed they could be called battalions which mustered in some cases less than a 
hundred men. Still the little force was smart and well-equipped ; and the British troops aroused 
much interest when they made a route march on May 3rd, headed by the Drums of the 11th Wor- 
cestershire, through the streets of Varna. 


(a) Not marked on map. Between Dobric and Kurt Bunar. 

(6) Capt. H. J. Fisher, M.C. was promoted Major as 2nd-in-command. Licut. J. C. Wilson was appointed A/Adjutant. 

(c) 30 men with 4 Lewis guns of the 11th Worcestershire, a similar detachment of the 7th Royal Berkshire, and two 
field-guns. 


(@) A battalion of the Italian 162nd Regiment. (e) Count Stephen Portia. 
(f) For their services in the Dobrudsha, Roumanian Decorations were awarded to Lt.-Col. H. Melville Edwards, Lt. 
C. E. Fisher (R.T.0. at Dobric), C.S.M. H. C. Clark, Sgt. R. Hemming, and Sgt. A. Smith. 
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Noo. 1918. AFTERMATH. 


Next day came orders to embark. On Monday, May 5th the 11th Worcestershire, together 
with the 10th Devons and the 7th Royal Berkshire, marched down to the docks and filed on board 
the transport ‘‘ Scang Bee.’ 

Early on the morning of May 6th the troopship moved out of the harbour and carried the 
three battalions eastward across the Black Sea to join the British forces in the Caucasus. 


THE CAUCASUS. 


The mountain range of the Caucasus has long been accepted by geographers as one part of the 
arbitrary boundaries between Europe and Asia; and in days long past the Caucasus was a con- 
venient boundary ; for that mountain range separated the Christianised Russian Empire from the 
Islamic Empire of the Turks. Even so the distinction was one of Government rather than of race 
or religion ; for north of the Caucasus lay the Mussalman Tartar tribes of Astrakhan and Daghestan, 
while south of the mountains were to be found the Christain Armenians and Georgians ; of which 
two races the latter at least maintained for many centuries a precarious independence. 

In the XVIIIth century the Turkish and Russian Powers came definitely into conflict ; and 
towards the end of that century Georgia became part of the Russian Empire. The wars of the 
XIXth century resulted in the Russian Empire expanding further still, taking from Turkey part of 
Armenia and from Persia part of the province of Azerbaidjan. 

Thus when war broke out in 1914 the peoples of the mountain lands around the Caucasus 
were already divided as to their allegiance as well as to their race and religion. The Russian 
revolution of 1917-18 added to those divisions a further cross-division of politics. To the previous 
complex of white and brown, Semite, Aryan, and Mongol, Greek Church, Armenian Church and 
Islam, Russian subject and Turkish subject, there was now added the confusing opposition of 
“Red” and ‘‘ White,” of Bolshevist, Tsarist, and Nationalist agitation. 

During 1918 the Russian armies had broken down and dispersed. The Turks, as we have 
seen, had occupied the country. One of the terms dictated to Turkey at the Armistice had been 
the withdrawal of those conquering Turkish forces. To ensure that withdrawal, and to keep the 
peace in those debatable lands, it was decided to send Allied troops; and British troops were the 
only forces immediately available. 

So immediately after the Armistice with Turkey orders had been issued for British troops 
to move to the Caucasus. Those troops were sent from the nearest British forces available. Firstly 
from North Persia the 39th Brigade was sent to Baku; then from the Salonika Force the 27th 
Division was sent to Batum and Georgia. 


The orders to the 39th Brigade reached that adventurous formation during the first days 
of November. After the evacuation of Baku in September the Brigade had been distributed in 
North Persia from Enzeli and Resht to Kasvin. Their location in that more or less neutral country 
was somewhat anomalous ; but in practice the presence of the British was not resented. The Persian 
notables showed for the most part a friendly spirit ; and among the visitors to the Mess of the 9th 
Worcestershire at Resht was one Mirza Reza Khan, then only a minor leader of Jangali Irregulars 
but destined eventually to mount the Marble Throne as Shah of Persia. 

On November 3rd definite orders arrived that the Brigade would move to Baku. Preparations 
for the move were at once taken in hand, and the out-lying companies of the 9th Worcestershire (6) 
were called in. On the same day, to persuade the bazaars of Resht that the Turks were really 
beaten, the 9th Worcestershire staged a display in the town—‘a most comic show” (c). The 
band of Kuchik Khan provided the ‘‘ music,” the Battalion Transport officer organised a “ cavalry” 
detachment, bhistis and drabhis swelled the limited numbers of the Imperial Forces; and the 
ceremonial parade (d), if somewhat remote from the standard of Wellington Barracks, duly impressed 
the local inhabitants. 

On November 7th the 9th Worcestershire left Resht, and after two days of marching in 
tonential rain tramped gaily into the seaport of Enzeli to the tune of “ Here we are again.” There 
the Battalion lay for a week, assisting in the preparations for embarkation made by the Naval Staff ; 
for the long arm of the British Navy had been extended to the Caspian, and a small flotilla of 
armed vessels now flew the White Ensign. 


(a) Strength 10 officers and I71 other ranks, commanded by Lt.-Col. H. Melville Edwards. 

(1) Two companies at Menjil; these left on November 3rd for Resht, where they rejoined the Battalion two days 
later, having marched 51} miles in 50 hours. 

() C.E.S. (d) Under the orders of Captain C. K. O. B. Giffey. 
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THE RE-OCCUPATION OF BAKU. Now. 1918. 


On November 15th the Battalion embarked (a) ; and early on the following moming the 
convoy moved out of the harbour. The voyage across the Caspian was rough but uneventful. 
On the morning of November 17th the rugged outline of the Baku Peninsula was seen ahead, and 
at noon the convoy steamed into the harbour. The quays were thronged with inhabitants who 
for the most part gave a cordial welcome ; though it was made clear that some at least had not 
forgiven the previous evacuation. The Turkish troops, which since then had occupied the city, 
had withdrawn and were encamped outside. 

When preliminary arrangements had been completed, the Battalion disembarked on November 
18th and took over billets in the streets of Baku. 


The ensuing months were anfong the most curious and interesting in the history of the 
Battalion. We have already glanced at the racial and political complexities which the city of 
Baku shared with the rest of the Caucasus. Into the midst of that welter of antagonisms the little 
British force was thrust to keep the peace ; and in the course of that duty many and varied réles 
fell to the lot of officers and men. 

Those réles varied from the policing of streets and the control of traffic to the administration 
of provinces and the handling of delicate diplomatic missions to one or other of the conflicting 
leaders ; for the collapse first of the Russian and then of the Turkish power had been followed by the 
setting up in every direction of local administrations and provisional Governments. A Georgian 
National Government arose at Tiflis; an Armenian Government was set up at Erivan; and, in 
opposition to the latter, the Mohammedans of Western Armenia convened a “ Shura” at Kars; 
the Tartars of Azerbaidjan had already set up a Government of their own in Baku; and their 
northern neighbours of Daghestan had set up a “ Hill’ Government at Petrovsk. Further north 
the country was more or less controlled by the ‘“‘ White ’ Russian army of General Denikin, who was 
engaged in sporadic hostilities against the Bolsheviks and was calling for help from his sympathisers 
in the Caucasian countries. 

That tangle of local governments made communications precarious ; and within three weeks 
of their landing the 9th Worcestershire were called on to find an escort to conduct the first oil train 
since the Armistice from Baku to Batum on the Black Sea. That escort, Lieut. F. A. C. Howells and 
20 soldiers, left Baku on December 6th and returned some ten days later (b) after many adventures 
in their journey right across a country which had never before seen British troops. 


An endless variety of duties fell to the lot of the officers of the British battalions. Every 
form of administrative and political work came their way. At first there were interviews and 
arrangements to be made with the Turkish commanders (c); for the evacuation of the Turkish 
troops took time and trouble. Then came the searching and clearing of the battle-fields of August 
and September. Then it became necessary for the British authorities to take a hand in composing 
the political situation. 

The political situation proved very difficult to handle. Just before Christmas a general 
strike was proclaimed in the town—a strike which led to the troops being turned out to guard 
power stations, telephone exchanges and railway stock throughout that Christmastide. Eventually 
the strike simmered down ; and the New Year was seen in amid comparative peace. 


Meanwhile the western regions of the Caucasus had likewise been occupied by British troops. 
The 27th Division from Salonika had landed at Batum just before Christmas, and the Turkish forces 
had gradually been evacuated. British troops were sent to all the important centres of the country ; 
and every effort was made to keep the peace and to give the local governments a good chance of 
firmly establishing their authority. But those well-meant efforts met with disappointment. The 
inveterate hatreds, inter-racial and inter-religious, of the tangled races of the Caucasus led to constant 
outrages and massacres ; while the Georgian Government and Denikin’s ‘“ White’ Russian Army 
could not be persuaded to remain on good terms. The British forces, scattered in little detachments 
about the country, imposed order with a firm hand but were not strong enough to deal with any 
serious uprising. The Georgians and their neighbours showed no political capacity, and expended 
their best energies on repeated insults to their British protectors. Nevertheless by a steady policy 
of conciliation the position was gradually improved. That improvement was due in large part to 
the excellent behaviour of the British troops and to the good work of the many British officers who 
were sent off on military and political missions. As a typical example of such a mission we may 
quote Colonel Gibbon’s mission to Antranik. 


(a) On board the small steamers ‘' Sergic,”” ' Poilu "and ‘ Souiz.’’ The fleet was composed of 18 transports escorted 
by three armed steamers under the command of Captain Washington, R.N., flying his flag in the “Kruger. 

(6) On November 17th. 

(c) Who were most complimentary as to the gallantry shown in the previous defence. 
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Antranik was one of the most prominent leaders of the Armenians of the mountains, who 
since the massacres of 1915 had been maintaining a desperate struggle for existence and independence 
among the wild highlands to the south-west of Baku. The Armistice had brought little change in 
their situation. Antramk and his small force of fighting men were at Gerusi in the mountains of 
Zangezeur (a), together with some thirty thousand refugees of his race. Between them and the 
British at Baku lay their enemies the Mussalman Tartars, with headquarters at Shusha. Between 
Gerusi and Shusha extended a wide “ No Man's Land” of desolate mountains. 

On December 13th Lieut. Colonel Gibbon, then commanding the 9th Worcestershire, was 
ordered to proceed to Zangezeur and clear up the situation. His force consisted of a small 
detachment in light armoured cars. With him there went representatives of the local governments. 

The little foree went by rail to Evlakb and then struck south by road into the mountains. 
After a certain amount of diplomatic work at Shusha, the cars were left behind, and the party 
worked on across the mountains to Antranik’s headquarters at Gerusi. There they were well 
received. 

Negotiations between Gerusi and Shusha took up every hour until New Years Day. Serious 
disturbances then arose ; and the British officers, who had returned to Shusha, were fired at by 
Tartar irregulars. 

After further negotiations Colonel Gibbon decided to push on with a small party across the 
mountains to Nakhichevan, to endeavour to organise a line of withdrawal in that direction for the 
Armeman refugees. On the road the little party were fired on, and with dithculty escaped with 
their lives. They were kept prisoners for two days in a Mussalman village until help came. 

On arriving at Nakhichevan Colonel Gibbon held a conference of the local authorities. It 
became clear that movement of the Armenian refugees without the protection of British troops 
would only lead to a general massacre. So the Colonel and his party made their way by road and 
rail through Mussalman and Armenian territory to Tiflis, at which city the Headquarters of the 
27th Division were then located. He reported and made arrangements, and then returned by 
way of Evlakh to Shusha. 

Cotonel Gibbon was then ordered back to Baku and was kept there for a month by other 
urgent work. rly in February he received a report from Antramk that the food in the mountains 
had failed, that the evacuation of the Armenian troops could no longer be delayed, and that the 
Mussalmans at Shusha were preparing for a general massacre of the Armenian refugees in Zangezeur 
following the withdrawal of Antramk’s little army. So Colonel Gibbon again went up into the 
mountains and assisted in organising the retreat of Antranik’s troops. He accompanied them 
in the first days of April through the deep snows across the mountains by way of Karakalisse, Kushi, 
Keshishkend and Zingerlu to the railway at Davalu and thence into the territory of the Armenian 
Government of Envan (4). There Antranik’s troops were demobilized. Some weeks later the 
Armenian leader himself left for Paris, to plead the cause of his ruined race at the Peace Conference(c). 


Less romantic, but not less remarkable, was the work of Captain C. H. Inwood, the Quarter- 
master of the 9th Worcestershire, who in the early days of the occupation was told to assume the 
duties of Food Controller at Baku. The need for his appointment was patent, for most of the 
300,000 inhabitants of the polyglot city. were near starvation, and food riots were of frequent 
occurrence. The task was colossal, and for assistants Captain Inwood had only two or three English- 
speaking Russians, of doubtful probity and of proved incompetence ; but he set to work with skill 
and energy. Food was not really scarce, but was all being held up by a few clever speculators. 
By a mixture of firmness and tact the amateur Food Controller overcame their opposition, estab- 
lished a satisfactory regime and thus restored tranquillity. Not only did he solve the food problem 
of the great city but he established a good working system, which he eventually handed over to 
his successor with a handsome financial balance. i 


Such tasks were but typical of many unexpected duties which fell to the lot of the British 
officers in that strange country to which they had come. Everywhere they were called upon to 
establish order, to administer justice, to organise supplies, to conciliate the warring inhabitants. 
Their presence had at first been resented. In a short time their presence was recognised as 
essential to the very existence of the Caucasian States. 


While Colonel Gibbon had been engaged in the mountains of Zangezeur, much of interest had 
occurred to his Battalion in Baku. 


(a) Zanvezeur is the district between Lake Sevange and the River Araks. 

(bo) A detailed and most interesting account of Col. Gibbon’s mission is to be found in Blackwood’s Magazine for 
October 1919. 

(c) The 30,000 Armenians left in the hills mostly died of starvation within the ensuing months, 
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At the end of January it was decided that all the British troops in the Caucasus should be 
under one command ; and the 39th Brigade thenceforward came under the 27th Division. Thus 
the 9th Worcestershire officially severed connection with the army in Mesopotamia, and thence- 
forward formed part of the army commanded by General Sir George Milne ; which at that time was 
still officially called the ‘“ British Salonika Force (a). Their new Commander-in-Chief came on 
from Tiflis to Baku, and on January 29th inspected the 9th Worcestershire in their billets. 

By that time the process of demobilization had begun; on January 23rd the first batch 
left for home. Then gradually, week by week, one party after another were sent off by rail across 
to Batum and so home (4). On February 7th three of the best known figures of the Battalion, 
the Second-in-Command, Major C. E. Sladden, the Quartermaster, Captain (A/Major) C. H. Inwood. 
and Regimental-Sergeant-Major Lunn all left the Battalion ; and when Colonel Gibbon left on his 
second mission to Antranik, the command of the Battalion was taken over temporarily by Major 
H. M. Robinson of the North Staffordshire. 


Presently came some definite work to be done. The local troops of the Russian Volunteer 
Army and the seamen of the Russian Caspian Flotilla had always been of doubtful allegiance (see 
pages 402-3). It became known definitely that their sympathies were veering to the Bolshevists ; 
and it was decided to disarm them before they could cause trouble. At first it was thought that 
the disarming could be carried out by their own officers ; but at the last minute their commander, 
General Erdili, told the British commander, General Thompson, that this could not be effected. 
General Thompson then decided to take matters into his own hands. He reported his decision 
and asked for help. The Ist Royal Scots, the senior battalion of the British Line, were sent from 
Tiflis to his assistance ; but before they could arrive the affair had been successfully carried through. 

Leaving their billets on the morning of March Ist the 9th Worcestershire marched down to 
the wharves where the Russian war vessels lay and took up position. The Battalion was supported 
by a field battery. Parties with fixed bayonets and loaded rifles went down to the quayside and 
boarded the warships. One surrendered without resistance. Another, alarmed by the arrest of 
half its crew on shore, got up steam and put out from the quay, only to be overawed and captured 
by the British gunboats lying outside. Four more of the Russian warships were similarly taken over. 

The Russian troops ashore had likewise been disarmed by other troops and were compelled 
to entrain for Petrovsk. By the next day all the doubtful Russian forces had been removed from Baku 
without a single casualty. 


On March 3rd Captain G. E. Boshier rejoined from a special mission and took over temporary 
command of the Battalion until Colonel Gibbon (c) rejoined at the end of April. The trickle of 
men for demobilization grew swifter. Captain C. F. Carter left for home on the 21st March and 
Captain F. D. Drewitt on April 11th. Colonel Gibbon himself finally left the Battalion on the 
3rd of May, leaving Major Boshier in command. By the beginning of May the total strength of 
the 9th Worcestershire had sunk to less than 400 of all ranks. 


* * * * % * * * * * * * * 


The necessity of reconstituting the Regular Army at home had led to the decision to send 
additional “ Service” battalions to the Caucasus to replace the Regular battalions in that country. 
The Regular battalions were to be reduced to cadre, to hand over their surplus personnel to the 
incoming ‘‘ Service’ battalions, and then to be shipped home to reform. 

In pursuance of that decision the 11th Worcestershire had been ordered from Bulgaria to 
the Caucasus to join the 27th Division. We have already told how the Battalion embarked at 
Varna on May Sth. After an uncomfortable forty-eight hours at sea on board the transport “ Scang 
Bee ’’— a crowded and dirty ship—the Battalion (d) landed at Batum in the afternoon of May 8th. 

The disembarkation proved difficult, and all stores had to be man-handled by the troops 
from the quay side to the docks station. Not till after dark (e) did the troop train move out of the 
station, carrying the 11th Worcestershire eastward into Georgia. 


Dawn of May 9th found the troop train making its way up the valley of the River Rion. 
After a halt for breakfasts, the train moved on again past Kutais into the romantic scenery of the 
Georgian mountains. In the evening there was another halt for a meal. Night came down. The 
troops slept as best they could until, at 2.30 a.m., the train drew into Tiflis. 
(a) Subsequently known as “The Army of the Black Sea.” 
(0) The losses in rank and file (some 160 during February) were compensated to some extent by a reinforcement of 
53 rank and file on February 26th. . 
(c) Major W. D. Gibbon, D.S.O., M.C., was promoted Lt.-Colonel, and Capt. G. E. Boshier was promoted Major, 00 
2ist April, 1919. 
(d) Battalion strength :—10 officers and 171 other ranks, commanded by Lt.-Col. H. Melville Edwards. —(e) 8 Pp. 
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Mav—June 1919, THE CAUCASUS. 


After breakfasts the 11th Worcestershire detrained, and presently marched off with drums 
beating through the streets of the Georgian capital to barracks on the south-east side of the town; 
where the Battalion joined the 2nd Gloucestershire. 

The 2nd Gloucestershire were due to be sent home as a cadre to reorganize. Their surplus 
personnel were to be transferred to the 11th Worcestershire. During the next fortnight the process 
of that transfer was carried out, the Worcestershire battalion taking over the transport and equipment 
of the outgoing Gloucestershire. The 11th Worcestershire once more expanded to two companies, 
and once more presented the appearance of a sizable unit (a), despite a steady drain of men for 
demobilization. Finally on May 26th the cadre of the 2nd Gloucestershire left for home. 


Before that date orders had been received that the Battalion would move to a summer camp. 
Tiflis was proving hot and unhealthy as summer drew on, and arrangements had been made for summer 
quarters in the hills at Gori. 

After a short train journey from Tiflis the Battalion reached Gori (6) on the morning of the 
Ist of June and took over some comfortable barracks well situated on high ground overlooking the 
town. The Battalion now formed part of the 82nd Brigade, together with the 8th D.C.L.I., 1/67th 
Punjabis and 2/6th Gurkha Rifles—a strangely composite force. The Brigade Staff (c) did not 
arrive until a fortnight later from Erivan, where they had been acting as military advisers and 
administrators to the Armenian Government—that Government which we last saw in connection 
with Antranik. 

As soon as the Brigade was assembled, training was commenced and was continued steadily 
throughout the next few months, without any notable incident. 

But though the life of the Battalion was actually uneventful the general position was fraught 
with danger. The political situation was uncertain, and the British forces scattered in detachments 
up and down the country could do little to hold in check the racial antagonisms which were simmering 
all around them. Even such action as the British troops were compelled to take in self-protection 
led to trouble and to reprisals on the part of the local bandits (d). 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


While the 11th Worcestershire lay in their summer quarters at Gori, the 9th Worcestershire 
had been experiencing a similarly anxious time in Baku. Both from the political and the strategical 
point of view the aspect of affairs gave rise to anxiety. East of the Caspian Sea the Bolshevist 
forces were gaining ground, in spite of the successes of a little British expeditionary force in Central 
Asia. A small detached force maintained by the 39th Brigade at Krasnovodsk (e) was felt to be in 
danger, and was presently withdrawn. The Bolshevik naval forces in the Caspian showed more 
activity than before ; and two small naval actions were fought off Baku. Strike broke out between 
Denikin’s “‘ Volunteer” troops at Petrovsk and the local Daghestan “ Hill’? Government ; and a 
British detachment had to be sent to that seaport in order to keep the peace. Labour troubles were 
constant in Baku, and strikes were of frequent occurrence. 

Each day further news of disquieting nature arrived. To the northward Denikin’s forces 
were collapsing before the advance of the Bolsheviks ; who had captured Odessa. To the southward 
the Tartars and the Kurds were mustering in the mountains to destroy the Armenians ; and around 
Shusha massacres were already taking place. The Georgian and Azerbaidjan Governments were 
difficult to deal with, and showed no signs of ability to face the coming storm. 

Away in Paris the future of those debatable lands was being discussed. It was necessary 
to find a protective Power. Great Britain was willing to hand over the responsibility to Italy ; 
a tentative agreement on those lines was made, and in May it was definitely announced that in the 
near future the British would be relieved by Italian troops. 

Cheered by the news, the troops of the 39th Brigade saw Spring ripen into pleasant Summer, 
The low strength of battalions prevented much serious training. Most of the duties which fell 
to their lot were guards and police work. When off duty, sport of every kind was available, varied 
by bathing-parades (f) and by much rowing and sailingYover the blue waters of the Caspian. 


Meanwhile the steady drain of men for demobilization continued, only partially countered by 
small drafts. One by one the old officers and men of the Battalion slipped away. On June 15th 


(a) At the end of May the strength of the Battalion was about 390 of all ranks. 


(b) Gori is in the mountains some miles south-east of Ori and miles north-west of Tiflis. 
(c) Colonel (Temp. Brig-Gen.) P. C. Hanbury, C.M.G., D.S.O., was now (June 14th) the Brigade Commander. 
(@) Such as the murder of Gurkha sentries on the railway. (e) On the eastern coast of the Caspian Sea. 


(f) Parades at*which some little embarrassment was caused at first by the unforeseen custom of the Russian ladies ; 
who, like their men-folk, were wont to bathe in the free simplicity of innocence, unencumbered by any form of 
costume, 
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AFTERMATH. June Aug. 190, 


Major G. E. Boshier left for home. To counter-balance that loss, Lieut.-Colonel W. F. O. Faviell 
returned to the Battalion from leave on June 26th (a), and thenceforth commanded the 9th Worces- 
tershire during the remaining month's of the Battalion’s career. 

On that same day news was received of the signing of peace in Paris; news which led to 
holidays and merrymaking on that and the following days. At Gori the 11th Worcestershire took 
part in a general holiday organised by the 82nd Brigade on June 30th with sports and a concert (b). 
At Baku the 39th Brigade organised a series of festivities which wound up with a Regatta. After 
several postponements the Regatta was finally held on August 4th—a famous affair in which the 
boats’ crews of the 9th Worcestershire did wondrously (c), and at which the populace and notables 
of Baku greatly enjoyed themselves. 

But those temporary festivities could not dispel the general forebodings. Hard upon the 
news of the signing of peace came word (d) that the despatch of the Italian troops had been delayed. 
Again and again that relief was put off ; until finally on the last day of July it was announced that 
no Italian troops would be sent: the Italian Government would not accept the responsibility of 
safeguarding the little states of the Caucasus. 


It is a matter of history that the mandate for that distracted land was offered to the American 
Government ; and likewise was refused. It was not worth the while of any other Great Power to 
bolster up the Caucasian republics ; and soon it was decided that Great Britain could not continue 
to bear that burden unsupported. 

The decision was met by a chorus of appeals that our troops should not leave the country. 
The Georgian and Azerbaidjan Governments, suddenly sobered, abandoned their truculent attitude, 
ceased to demand “ independence,” and represented most forcibly that without armed protection 
there was but little hope that their States could survive. But the decision remained unchanged 
and preparations for the evacuation were begun. 

It was not only the local Governments who were affected by the departure of the British 
troops. During their stay in Baku the officers and men of the 39th Brigade had made many friends 
among the people of the city. The good nature of the clean merry lads of the three English battalions 
had had its reward ; the troops were very popular indeed with the inhabitants on whom they had 
been quartered ; and sweethearts a-many and wives not a few had cause to dread the end of the 
occupation. 


Preparations for the evacuation were soon under way. All surplus stores and animals were 
to be sold, all out-lying garrisons were to be called in. It was decided that the Indian battalions 
of the 39th Brigade were to be sent off first, and the 9th Worcestershire were ordered to furnish a 
small detachment to relieve the 84th Punjabis, then guarding stores at Petrovsk. That detachment, 
one company of the Battalion under Captain Le Huquet and Lieut. Clibbery, left Baku for Petrovsk 
on August 13th. 

That was not the only unexpected detachment. The news of the impending departure of the 
British from the Caucasus had brought home to the young Shah of Persia a sense of the personal 
danger which the arrival of the Bolsheviks would bring. He decided to leave his Marble Throne 
and to seek shelter in Europe. In the middle of August he departed secretly from Teheran and 
took ship to Baku. There he placed himself under British military protection. He was sent on to 
Batum and thence to eventual safety on the Riviera (e). For his journey by train across the Caucasus 
he was allotted a special body-guard, one officer(/) and twelve armed sqldiers of the 9th Worcestershire. 


The 11th Worcestershire at Gori had made similar preparations for evacuation. The Georgian 
populace had grown more cordial as their knowledge of the British soldier had improved ; and the 
greatest friendliness was displayed at a Brigade Gymkhana held on July 26th (g). 


Early in August the move began. On the morning of August 9th the 11th Worcestershire 
said farewell to Gori, and were carried westwards by train through the wonderful scenery of the 
Caucasian mountains. The train stopped at Mikhailovo in the evening, and the troops had tea. 
Then as the train moved out of the station a shower of Bolshevist pamphlets were thrown into the 
carriages—an ominous presage for the future of the country. 

Early next afternoon (August 10th) the train reached Batum and the 11th Worcestershire 
found comfortable quarters in barracks by the sea. There the Battalion lay until the end of the month. 


(a) Major E, E. Leman of the 7th North Staffordshire commanded June 15th-26th, 

(6) Followed by another general holiday on July 19th, 

(c) One boat's crew, composed of officers of the Battalion, beat all the Navy boats’ crews and so won a handsome 
Cup; which unfortunately was later destroyed by a fire in camp at Tuzla. (d) June 28th. 

(e) Where he remained until deposed in 1925. (f) Lieut. Rk. F. Ouzman. 

(g) Which gymkhana proved a triumph for the Battalion, which in 8 mounted events carried off 4 first, 4 second, and 
2 third prizes. 
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4a. seein. THE BRITISH TROOPS LEAVE THE CAUCASUS. 


The strength gradually dwindled as officers and men were sent home. On August 14th Lieut.- 
Colonel H. Melville Edwards O.B.E. left for England, and handed over the command to Captain 
W. H. Thorne. 


The 9th Worcestershire left Baku on August 23rd. They had a wonderful and most affecting 
send-off from the inhabitants ; and there were many sad hearts as the troop train drew away from 
that city of strange adventure. 

Westward the train carried the Battalion, through Evlakh up the valley of the Kura to 
Tiflis, and thence through the mountains by Gori and Mikhailovo to Batum. That seaport was 
reached after dark on August 27th, and then for twenty-four hours the troops rested and bathed. 
They were quite close to the quarters in which lay the little detachment which represented the 
11th Worcestershire, The docks were crowded with the departing British troops, busy with the 
work of embarkation. 

The 9th Worcestershire left before the sister Battalion, On August 29th Colonel Faviell 
led his three companies down to the docks and embarked (a) on the transport “ Tagus.”” Next 
day at noon the transport left the harbour and stood away across the Black Sea. 


Four days later the 11th Worcestershire followed in their wake. The Battalion embarked 
early on September 2nd on board the transport ‘‘ Magdalena" which sailed that same evening. 


The last officers and men of the Regiment to leave the Caucasus were those of the detached 
company of the 9th Worcestershire at Petrovsk. When the British troops had left Baku, the British 
Naval Squadron weighed anchor and proceeded northwards up the coast to Petrovsk. There the 
British gunboats were dismantled and some of their equipment was handed over to the Russian 
“Volunteer Army."’ The removable stores were entrained under escort of the naval personnel and 
of Captain Le Huquet’s company of the 9th Worcestershire. After an adventurous journey across 
the country north of the Caucasus Mountains, the little force reached Novorossisk in the early days 
of September, and was embarked for Constantinople. 


—— 


——a oe 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 


On the morning of September Ist the transport “‘ Tagus,” carrying the 9th Worcestershire, 
reached the entrance to the Bosphorus. After passing slowly up that famous Strait the troopship 
cast anchor at 11.0 a.m. off the Golden Horn. The troops lined the bulwarks, eagerly watching 
the crowded shipping and the domes and minarets of the great city. That city had been the goal 
of the Battalion when they had left England in 1915. Now at last they had reached that goal (6), 
after years of warfare, endless miles of travelling, and bitter loss. 


(a) The last of the eleven embarkations carried out by the 9th Worcestershire during the five years of the Battalion’s 
bref but stirring career June 1915 Southampton for Gallipoli. July 1915 Helles for Anzac. December 
115, Suva for Mudros, and Mudros for Helles. January 1916 Helles for Mudros, and Mudros for Port Said. 
February 1916, Port Said for Basra. August 1918 Enzeli for Baku. September 1918 Baku for Enzeli. 
November 1918 Enzeh for Baku. August 1919 Batum for Constantinople. 

(b) It is perhaps worthy of note that of all the many battalions which, during the campaign in Gallipoli, had Constan- 
tinople as their ultimate objective, only two ever reached that goal—the Yth Worcestershire and the 9th 
Royal Warwickshire; and the latter unit, which started its career under the command of Lt.-Colonel 
C. H. Palmer of the Worcestershire, ended it, as we shall sce, by absorption into our 9th Battalion. 
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THE END OF THE orn AND 11TH BATTALIONS. _ se—ve. tos, 


Next morning the Battalion disembarked on the eastern shore of the Bosphorus at Haidar 
Pasha, marched to the railway station and there passed the ensuing night. In the afternoon of 
September 3rd the Battalion entrained. Tuzla was reached at nightfall, and the troops were allowed 
to sleep in the train. Early next morning (September 4th) the Battalion detrained, marched nearly 
a mile to the allotted site of their camp, and proceeded to pitch tents amid deep mud and heavy 
Tain. 


That same evening (September 4th) the transport ‘‘ Magdalena,” carrying the 11th Worces- 
tershire, reached the Bosphorus. Next day the 11th Battalion disembarked at Haidar Pasha and 
entrained for Tuzla. That station was reached at midnight and the troops slept in the train till 
next morning. Then the Battalion detrained, marched to the site of the camp, and struggled to 
make it habitable during the next two days. 

Both Battalions of the Regiment were now under the orders of Lieut.-Colonel Faviell, who 
had been appointed Commandant of the camp at Tuzla. Their old Brigades had been broken up 


_ at Baku when the battalions embarked. 


Then followed a strange period while the troops settled down in their new surroundings. 
Attempts at training were made; but most of the men of all the units were constantly busy on 
fatigues, demobilization was in the air, and there were incessant changes in organisation. The 
battalions of the 27th Division had been very weak in numbers when they arrived at the Turkish 
capital (a). Now orders were issued for amalgamation of most of the British battalions into the 
ranks of a few battalions which were selected for retention. Among the latter was the 9th Worces- 
tershire—a great compliment to the Battalion. 

So it came about that during the last week of September the 9th Worcestershire received 
into their ranks, firstly the remnants of their old comrades the 9th Royal Warwickshire, and then 
other miscellaneous drafts (b). Finally at the end of the month came orders that the two Worces- 
tershire battalions were to be amalgamated. On the last day of September the 11th Worcestershire 
finally ceased to exist, and the remaining officers and men of the Battalion (c) were absorbed into 
the 9th Battalion of the Regiment. 


The 9th Worcestershire was now once more a sizeable unit (d), and it was hoped that the 
Battalion would be permitted to return to England for disbandment. The hope was well merited, 
and it would have been only fitting if an effort had been made to allow that much-travelled Battalion, 
the first-formed and latest-left of all the Service Battalions of the Regiment, to march once more 
through the streets of the City which had seen its birth. But the dictates of economy eventually 
tuled out that hope. By degrees the officers and men of the Battalion were drafted home. Then, 
to the general wrath, the Drums, of which the Battalion was very proud, were spirited away (¢). 
Finally, on November 15th, General Sir George Milne, commanding the British Army of the Black 
Sea, inspected the Camp and informed Lieut.-Colonel Faviell that in the near future the Battalion 
would be broken up. 


Orders followed in quick succession, and one party after another of officers and men were 
sent off to the Base for demobilization. The last corporate act of the Battalion was when a great 
send-off was given to their Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel Faviell ; who left on November 
25th, on appointment to the Staff in Constantinople. All ranks who had served under his command 
in Mesopotamia and in the defence of Baku united in a last demonstration of affection and loyalty. 
Officers riding postillion drove his vehicle to Tuzla Station, where a guard of honour of his old soldiers 
carried him shoulder-high into his carriage ; and the train moved out amid the thundering chorus 
of ‘ Auld Lang Syne.” 


(a) The paper strength of the two Battalions of the Regiment on .anding had been—9th Worcestershire, 14 officers 
and 337 other ranks. 11th Worcestershire, 7 officers and 226 other ranks. 

(b) Including a big draft from the 2/7th R. Warwickshire. : 

(c) Capt. W. H. Thorne, Lt. W. H. Fitzmaurice, Lt. C. A. A. Hankins, Lt. B. Baden, M.C., and 171 other ranks. 

(d) On October Ist the strength of the 9th Worcestershire was 25 officers and 671 other ranks. 

(e) Orders were sent for the Battalion Drums to be sent into Constantinople to play at an official function. They 
never came back, The men were retained in the city, pending demobilization, and the drums themselves 
disappeared into an Ordnance Store. ‘Their loss was the more bitterly resented in that they were the private 
property of the Kegiment, presented to the 11th Battalion by the Ladies of Worcester and transferred te 
the 9th Battalion when the 11th ceased to exist. 
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1919. THE RETURN TO ENGLAND. 


That was the swan-song of the 9th Worcestershire ; and that last scene was a worthy tribute 
to the spirit of the Battalion—that spirit which had been maintained so well through all emergencies 
and all reverses, until the final victory. The Battalion was not destined to parade again. The last 
officers and men were drafted away, and on the 19th of December 1919 the 9th Battalion of the 
Regiment was finally disbanded. 


HOME. 


Thus during 1919 the British Armies overseas were gradually demobilized. One after another 
the fighting Battalions of the Regiment were disbanded or reduced to cadre, and the soldiers who 
had gained the final victory came back in small parties to England. Here we cannot tell of the many 
problems involved in the huge task of that demobilization, and of the efforts both public and personal 
which were needed to cope with the readjustment of our country to the new conditions : we can only 
briefly note the chief events which affected the various Battalions. 


The 1/7th Worcestershire were the first unit of the Regiment to return home. The cadre of 


the Battalion landed at Southampton in the early morning of the Ist of April, 1919, after exactly 
four years of service overseas. The cadre were sent by train to London, spent the night ina Y.M.C.A. 
rest-house near Paddington Station, and entrained at that station the next. morning (April 2nd) 
for their journey home. At 2.40 p.m. the train brought them into Kidderminster, where the troops 
were received by the Mayor, and marched through the streets amid great enthusiasm. The march 
ended at the Battalion’s Headquarters. At 5 p.m. the Colours were marched off, the parade was 
dismissed, and the Territorial soldiers dispersed to their homes. 

On that same day the cadre of the 3rd Battalion returned to England, and proceeded through 
London to a hutment camp at Chisledon ; where they were joined three weeks later by the cadre 
of the Ist Battalion. Both Battalions remained at Chisledon for some few months, reforming for 
service overseas and gradually increasing in numbers as fresh officers and men came in. Lieutenant 
Colonel H. J. Bartholomew, D.S.O. took over command of the 3rd Battalion and later, in August, 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. Fulton, D.S.O. was appointed to command the Ist Battalion. 

More fortunate than the two preceding units, the 4th Battalion was ordered to be reformed 
at Norton Barracks, and the cadre were given a splendid welcome on their arrival in the county. 
After reaching Dover on April 19th the cadre of the Battalion were sent by train to Lichfield and 
thence to Worcester. 

On May 20th, 1919, the cadre, 6 officers and 46 other ranks under the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel R. H. Marryatt, D.S.O. (a) reached Worcester. At the station the cadre were met by an 
escort from the Depot, and marched with Colours flying through the streets of the city to the Guild- 
hall. There they were made welcome by the Mayor and Mayoress, Alderman and Mrs. Carlton, 
and by many representatives of the County, including Admiral Cuming, D.S.O., Lieut.-Colonel 
J. S. Wood and several members of the City Council. After a welcoming speech by the Mayor, to 
which Lieut.-Colonel Marryatt replied, the representatives of the Battalion were suitably entertained 
in the Guildhall before marching onward to Norton Barracks. 

There Lieut.-Colonel H. E. Gogarty, D.S.O. took over command, with Lieut. T. Moilliet as 
his Adjutant, and began the work of creating the Battalion anew. 


In the first days of June the cadre of the 2nd Battalion came back to England. The cadre 
had sailed from Havre on the Ist June and landed next day at Southampton. The journey thence 
was slow, and it was not until June 5th that the little party reached Worcester. There the welcome 
given by the City was worthy of the fame of the old Battalion. Many officers and friends of the 
Regiment assembled at Shrub Hill Station, including Colonel A. H. Hudson (commanding the 2nd 
Volunteer Battalion), Lieut.-Colonel H. A. Carr, D.S.O., Major G. S. Briscoe, D.S.O., Major the 
psa B. A. Berry, Mr. R. J. Hilliar (Asst. Sec. W. T. A.), Major Kerans, D.S.O. and Capt. E. C. R. 

udson. 

The cadre, which were commanded by Major E. L. Hopkins M.C. (8), were received by an 
escort from Norton Barracks and by the newly formed band of the 3rd Battalion. Headed by the 
band, the party marched to the Guildhall. “After a warm civic welcome from the Mayor and 
Mayoress, supported by the Deputy-Mayor Mr. H. A. Leicester, the High Sheriff and City Chamberlain 
and many members of the Corporation, the cadre of the 2nd Battalion marched on to Norton Barracks, 
where Lieut.-Colonel H. A. Carr D.S.O. took over command. 


(a) The other officers of the cadre were Capt. and Adjt. J. H. Gurney, Capt. H. F: Boddington, Lieuts. J. Lunn M.C., 
J. Watts and F. Hirschfield, D.C.M., M.M. (the last two carrying the Colours). 

(8) The other officers of the cadre were Capt. and Adjt. C. F. Baldwyn, Capt. A. C. Pointon M.C., Capt. J. T. G. Scott 
M.C., and Lieut. C. S. Quinn D.C.M. (the last two carrying the Colours), 
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AFTERMATH. May—July 1919. 


On June 23rd the cadre of the 14th Battalion came back to the ancient City which had seen the 
first months of the Battalion’s life. Proudly carrying their King’s Colour, the little detachment of 
the Pioneers marched from the station through the streets to the Guildhall, where the Mayor, Sir 
Arthur Carlton, made them welcome. Thence they marched to the Cathedral and handed over 
their Colour to the care of the Dean, thus formally closing the existence of the Battalion—the only 


. one of the ‘ Service’ Battalions of the Regiment which returned home as a formed unit. The 


Battalion had done much fine and gallant work during its three years of active service, and the 
Severn Valley Pioneers had well deserved the welcome they received. 

After the ceremony the detachment marched to Norton Barracks, whence the officers and 
men were demobilized. 


On the 3rd July the cadre of the 1/8th Battalion came home, and the Faithful City welcomed 
back its own Territorial Battalion with open arms. A notable company gathered at Shrub Hill Station 
to meet the cadre, including the members of the County Territorial Association: Lieut.-Colonel 
A. Webb, Lieut.-Colonel J. L. Wood, Lieut.-Colonel W. Stallard, Major J. M. Reddie (Secretary 
W.T.A.), Capt. M. M. Warner ; others present included Colonel H. A. Carr, Major H. M. Griffiths, 
Major F. Howe as well as Capt. and Adjt.G. F. Stone. An escort from the Depot accompanied by the 
Band awaited the cadre outside the station, and there was great enthusiasm as the Territorial 
soldiers marched through the streets. 

At the Guildhall they were welcomed by the Mayor (Alderman Arthur Carlton) and the 
Mayoress, by Colonel A. H. Hudson, Major Kerans, Capt. R. H. Abell, Capt. J. R. Anthony and 
Capt. C. E. W. Simes. 

The Mayor, addressing the troops, gave them a hearty welcome back to the City, and to their 
homes, telling them how proud Worcester was of the deeds of her Territorial soldiers. Colonel 
Clarke responded, and Colonel Carr also expressed his great admiration and his pride in having 
commanded the Battalion. 

Major Reddie, on behalf of the Territorial Association, then thanked the Mayor and the 
Citizens for their warm welcome, and the officers and men were entertained to lunch ; after which 
the Colours were lodged in the Headquarters at Silver Street, and in great happiness the Territorial 
soldiers dispersed. 


The welcome given to the representatives of the fighting Battalions was not the only expression 
of the Nation’s gratitude. Early in 1919 a solemn ceremony was organized in London to commemorate 
the “ First Seven Divisions ’’—the original Expeditionary Force which had fought so bravely in 
1914. At that ceremony each Regiment was represented by a banner specially embroidered. The 
banner representing the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of The Worcestershire Regiment was made by ladies 
of the Regiment, and after the ceremony that banner was placed in Worcester Cathedral. On May 
31st, in the presence of the Mayor and Corporation and of a distinguished company, the Dean and 
Chapter received that Memorial Banner from the hands of Brigadier-General C. B. Westmacott C.B., 
A.D.C., who in August 1914 had commanded the 2nd Battalion. Brigadier-General B. F. B. Stuart, 
C.B., C.M.G., who had commanded the 3rd Battalion, led the procession (a) to,the Cathedral, and 
the Guard of Honour consisted of representative detachments of the four Regular Battalions—a 
hundred of all ranks—including some thirty of all ranks (6) who had served with the original 
Expeditionary Force of August, 1924. 


The protracted Peace Conference in Paris ended at last with the signing of the Treaty of 
Versailes ; and on Sunday, July the 8th, a great congregation gathered in Worcester Cathedral 
for a special service of thanksgiving. The assembly was fully representative of the County and of all 
those bodies and organizations which had assisted directly or in-directly in helping to secure that 
Peace for which they offered up their heartfelt gratitude. Besides the officers and soldiers of the 
Regiment the congregation included a gathering of Comrades of the Great War under Admiral 
Cumings, V.A.D. Nurses under Miss Ogilvy, Land Army Girls and Members of the Corporation. 
Among the officers present were Major B. C. Senhouse Clarke, D.S.O., Lieut.-Colonel H. T. Clarke, 


(a) Besides the representatives of the Regiment, the long procession included detachments of O.T.C., W.C.Ks and 
W.R.G.S., and was headed by the Band of the 2nd Battalion. 

(b) 2nd Battalion. Captain FE. C. R. Hudson, Captain G. A. Sheppard; R.S.M. Brown; C.S.M. Crump; Sergeants 
Clem, Wells, Williams, Slater, Trenfield, Adkins ; Corporals Harper and White; L/Corpl. Pallett; Privates 
Rooney, Barrett, Burgess, Wilkes and Lawley. . 

3rd Battalion. Sergeants Lemon, Backhouse, Bishop and Palmer,; Corporals Hayes, Lewis, Barnes and Ainslie; 

1./Corpls. Hardwick, Dixon, Bacon, Handley and Robinson; Drummers Doolan and Barrett: Privates 
Parker, Snelling and Piper. 
Besides the above, several discharged N.C.O’s. and men accompanied the Guard of Honour, notably Sergeant 
Stallard of the 3rd Battalion. 
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August 1919. THE PEACE PARADE IN WORCESTER. 


D.S.O., Major E. T. J. Kerans, D.S.O., Capt. and Adjt. E. C. R. Hudson and many others. There 
were also present Sir J. Barnes and Mr. Willis Bund. The Bishop of Worcester precented, and the 
service was worthy in every way of the solemnity of the occasion. 


Shortly after the signing of the Treaty of Versailes, the Lord Lieutenant decided to celebrate 
the return of Peace by a parade in Worcester of the County Forces. That parade took place on 23rd 
August, and was certainly the largest gathering of military forces seen by the ancient City since the 
far-off days when the red-coats of Regulars and Militia and the green-jackets of the Volunteers 
marched past the old Duke of Cambridge on Pitchcroft field in the sunshine of 1887. 

The parade (a) was commanded by Lieutenant General Sir Francis Davies K.C.B., K.C.M.G., 
K.C.V.O., the senior officer in Worcestershire, and was fully representative of the effort of the County 
in the War. Detachments of all Battalions of the Worcestershire Regiment were present (v), and 
for the first time the colours of all the four Regular Battalions were together on parade. The Royal 
Navy were represented, as also were the County Yeomanry and Territorial Artillery, the Volunteers, 
the W.A.A.C’s., the V.A.D’s., the Land Girls and the other women’s organizations. 

The troops assembled at Pitchcroft during the morning and at 12 noon the march began. 
Led by Sir Francis Davies (c), the long procession marched from Pitchcroft through the streets 
to the Cathedral. At the Shirehall the salute was taken by the Lord Lieutenant, the veteran Earl 
of Coventry, who was accompanied by most of the leading personalities of the City and County (d). 
A temporary Cenotaph in the Cathedral grounds guarded by four V.C’s. (e) was saluted by each unit. 

On completion of the march, representatives of all ranks were invited to meet the Lord 
Lieutenant at Lunch in the Shirehall, the remainder being entertained with sports at Pitchcroft ; 
at which all units competed, the prize going to the 8th Battalion. The parade had been an unqualified 
success—a fitting tribute to the fine work of the County in the War. 


The Great War was officially ended, but the World was not yet at peace ; and a month before 
the Peace Parade in Worcester the Headquarters of the 2nd Battalion had moved from Worcester 
to Ireland. The political situation in that country had grown worse as the war ended, and the British 


(a) Total on parade were—10,522 (including 374 women). 
(b) The detachments of the several Battalions were as follows :-— 

1st Battalion—Captain H. L. E. Ripley, Lieut. C. V. W. Court, M.C., Lieut. F. Perry and 2/Lieut. Humphries 
carrying the Colours. 70 Other Ranks. 

2nd Battalion—Licut.-Colonel H. A. Carr, D.S.O., Major H. St. J. Jefferics D.S.O., Captain T. F. V. Matthews M.C., 
Lieut. Rudge M.C., and Lieut. Denstall carrying the Colours. 100 Other Ranks. 

3rd Battalion—Major B. C. Senhouse Clarke D.S.O., Capt. J. L. Heselton D.S.O., M.C., Capt. R. B. Berry, Lieut. 
Pole-Fletcher and Lieut. Preedy carrying the Colours. 100 Other Ranks. 

4th Battalion—Licut. Colonel H. E. Gogarty C.M.G., D.S.O., Licut.-Colonel P. R. Whalley D.S.O., Captain J. F. 
Leman D.S.O., Lieut. T. R. Moilliet, Lieut. Hirschfield D.C.M., M.M., Lieut. Lunn M.C., and Lieut. Roach 
carrying the Colours. 150 Other Ranks. 

5th Battalion—Colonel S. A. Stephenson-Fetherstonaugh, Captain A. J. Parry, Lieut. J. H. Gurney, Lieut. N. H. 
Stone and Lieut. G. S. Pegler M.C. carrying the Colours. 100 Other Ranks. 

6th Battalion—Captain S. W. Jones, Lieut. E. R. Newcomb, M.C., and 2/Lieut. E. C. Pepper carrying the Colours. 
50 Other Ranks. 

7th Battalion—Lieut-Colonel F. M. Tomkinson D.S.O., Major W. Adams D.S.O., Major E. F. Du Sautoy, Major 
G. H. Green, Captains W. R. Prescott M.C., R. W. Nield, M.C., O. S. Tomkinson M.C., T. C. F. Harris M.C., 
H. W. Adshead M.C., R. P. Thompson, Lieuts. C. F. S. Roper, C. E. W. Simes, E. C. Hemingway, F. Burton, 
G. Peters, R. S. Bateman, B. W. Guest, D. Lindsay M.C., J. J. Bocock, G. H. Cartwright, D.C.M., E. W. Hill, 
W. Moore, J. L. Jarvis, W. Jones, N. Parker. About 500 Other Ranks. 

8th Battalion—Licut-Colonel H. T. Clarke D.S.O., Major H. M. Griffiths, Major F. A. W. Howe, Major J. B. Graham 
M.C., Major S. H. Clark T.D., Major H. W. Davies D.S.O., M.C., Captains L. R. Bomford D.S.O., M.C., D. R. 
Bomford M.C., J. R. Anthony, R. H. Abell, T. Stenton, G. H. Smith, M.Harmer, R. H. Burlingham, Lieuts. 
W. J. Stokes, M.C., and G. L. Watkinson M.C., carrying the Colours. Lieut. R. T. Keen M.C., D. Rabjohns, 
S. T. Bateman M.C. About 850 Other Ranks. 

Service Battalions—Captain P. Leicester, Capt. J. Batchelor, Lieut. C. J. Shuttleworth-King. About 1,000 Other 
Ranks. 

Among other old officers of the Regiment in the procession were Brigadier-General H. O. W. Hickman and 

Lieut-Colonel F. S. Isaac. 

(c) Who was accompanied by Major-General H. R. Davies C.B., Major-General D. E. Cayley, C.B., C.M.G., and 
Brigadier-General G. J. Farmar C.B., C.M.G. 

(4) Including among others the Bishop of Worcester, Viscount Deerhurst, Lord Dudley, Admiral Cumings, Sir Richard 
Temple, Licut.-General Sir George Harper (C-in-C. Southern Command), Major-General Sir Harold Walker, 
(Commanding the 48th (South Midland) Division), The High Sheriff of the County, Mr. J. W. Willis Bund, 
Chairman of the County Council, and the Vice-Chairman, Colonel E. V. V. Wheeler, The Mayor of Worcester 
and the City High Sheriff, and Colonel Sir Harry Vernon. 

(e) Captain J. J. Crowe and Private F. G. Turrall of the Regiment, Sergeant Wyatt of the Coldstream Guards, and 
R.S.M. Harwood, of the Rifle Brigade. 
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AFTERMATH. 1919+ 1921. 


5 forces there had to be strengthened. The 5th (Reserve) Battalion of the Regiment had moved to 

TH = Dublin in April, 1919 (a) and had taken over quarters in Portobello Barracks. There the 5th (Reserve) 
Battalion had absorbed the Ist Garrison Battalion of the Regiment and had swollen thereby toa 
strength of nearly 2,300 of all ranks including 70 Officers. On July 21st Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. 
Carr, D.S.O. and the Headquarters of the 2nd Battalion reached Dublin and took over that personnel. 
The cadre of the 5th Battalion returned to England, the Colours (L) were laid up in Norton Barracks, 
and the representatives of the old Militia were demobilized. 


2nd The 2nd Battalion, thus reformed (c), were destined to remain quartered in Dublin for 
three years—three years of increasing strain as the political situation grew worse. We do not 
intend to tell here in detail the story of those years, but we must record one event—the first important 
event in the history of the re-formed 2nd Battalion. 

In commemoration of the 5th anniversary of the counter attack at Gheluvelt the Battalion 
carried out a special parade at Portobello, in the presence of their old Commander-in-Chief, Field 
Marshal Earl French of Ypres, then representing His Majesty as Lord Lieutenant in Ireland. The 
King’s Colour of the Battalion was trooped with the full ceremony of the old ritual, and thus was 
initiated a custom which, let us hope, will always be maintained by the Regiment in honour of that 
heroic fight. 

For the rest, the years 1920 and 1921, so far as the troops were concerned, were a period of 
boredom rather than action, of many guards and picquets and of occasional military activity ; 
but the operations against the rebels were mostly conducted by the Constabulary. The training 
of the re-formed Battalion was somewhat hampered by continual patrols and sentries, and all ranks 
had to be on their guard against possible assassination by the lurking gunmen; but actually 
casualties were few and for a long time there were no incidents worthy of note. 


The increasing difficulty of the Irish situation led to the strengthening of the British Forces, 
and in the last months of 1919 the 3rd Battalion of the Regiment was brought over to Dublin. Both 
the Ist and the 3rd Battalions had left Chisledon in September, and had been quartered in Dover. 

3rp There the Ist Battalion remained until November, but the 3rd Battalion crossed as we have said, to 
Dublin, and for a short period was quartered with the 2nd Battalion in Portobello Barracks. 
& At the end of November the 1st Worcestershire sailed for India, where the Battalion was 
destined to be quartered at Nasirabad and Meerut. The 3rd Battalion returned from Dublin to 
1st Dover, lay there until the spring of 1920 and then followed the older Battalion down the Straits and 
the Red Sea to India. The Battalion was cantoned at Chaubattia, with detachments at Dum Dum 
and Barrackpore, till the spring of 1921, when the companies were concentrated at Fyzabad. Under 
the able leadership of Colonel G. W. St. G. Grogan V.C., C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., A.D.C., the Battalion 
soon re-established its former high reputation ; and the 3rd Worcestershire was deemed one of the 
finest units in India, when new Colours were presented to the Battalion by H.R.H. The Prince of 
Wales (a) during his Indian Tour. 


4tu Meanwhile the 4th Battalion had seen much varied service. Shortly after the Peace Parade 
in Worcester the Battalion (e), still very weak in numbers, moved first to huts at Chisledon and 
then to barracks at Aldershot. 
Then the 4th Worcestershire went overseas to join once more the Army of the Rhine at 
Cologne. In the spring of 1920 the command of the Battalion was taken over by Lieutenant-Colonel 
M. R. Walsh C.M.G., M.C., and a year of varied interest ensued. One company was kept on detach- 
ment at Antwerp, finding guards over docks and stores, but nevertheless the Battalion was dis- 
tinguished by several successes in boxing and athletics. In the summer of 1921 a great railway strike 
in England caused the recall of the Battalion to the unpleasant duty of maintaining order in Glasgow. 
Then after some uncomfortable weeks at Maryhill Barracks, orders were received for yet another move. 


(a) The 5th Battalion, which had absorbed the 6th Battalion in 1918 (see page 48), had moved from Dovercourt and 
Mistley on February 23rd to Newcastle-on-Tyne. Thence the Battalion moved to Dublin on Apnit 12th-13th. 
The Battalion was then still temporarily commanded by Licutenant Colonel B. R. Roche (formerly of the 
Bedfordshire). 

(b) On Monday July 9th, the day following the Victory March at Worcester, the Colours of the 5th Battalion, which 
had been laid up during the war, were handed over at Worcester Cathedral by Canon Lacey to a Colour Party 
sent from Dublin consisting of Captain Bishop, Licut. G. B. Harrison, C.S.M. Charlwood, Privates Bowater 
and Alderthay. The same escort brought the Colours back to the Depot a fortnight later. 

(c) The only representatives of the original Battalion of August 1914 who were present when the Battalion was re-formed 
in 1919, were the following -— 

Capt. G. J. L. Stoney, R.Q.M.S. Waller, C.S.M. Crump and Davidson, C.0.M.S. Adkins, Pollard, and 
Lugg, Sergeants Heather, Singleton, Tuton, and Bryant, L/Sergeant Smith, Bandsman Button, and Hunt, 
Privates Lewis and Wildings and Armourer-Sergeant Milne, R.A.O.C. 

(d) On 11th December, 1921. 

(e) For a short time the 4th Battalion was commanded by Colonel Grogan before he transferred to the command of the 
3rd Battalion in India. 


514 


1921-8, DISBANDMENT OF THE 3rp AND 4ru BATTALIONS. 


The Irish troubles were ending in a final splutter of murder and arson. The British troops 
were being allowed to take a more active part than before in countering the activities of the gun-men, 
and the 2nd Battalion in Dublin took part in some minor operations. The only definite tight was 
was on April6th when a party of gun-men attacked an armoured lorry commanded by Lieutenants 
S. E. Gregory and E. F. Twining and were dispersed with a loss of five killed and several wounded (a). 
Feeling was running high, and there was general indignation when on the 19th July an unarmed 
subaltern of the Battalion, 2/Lieut. A. D. H. Breeze, was kidnapped and afterwards deliberately 
murdered in cold blood by masked gun-men. Three days later a well-planned raid on a suspected 
house (b) secured, among others, the self-styled “‘ President of the Irish Republic,’ de Valera, 
together,with the whole of his ‘‘ Presidential’ Headquarters ; and it says much for the discipline 
and restraint of our soldiers that the life of the Irish ringleader was spared, his sufferings being 
limited to a night in the Battalion Guard Room. 

During that last phase of the trouble fresh re-inforcements were brought in, including the 
4th Battalion from Glasgow. The 4th Battalion (c) landed in Ireland on July 7th, was played 
through Dublin by the Drums of the 2nd Battalion (d) and camped that night in Phoenix Park. 

The 4th Worcestershire were under orders for Galway, and next day the Battalion marched 
westwards in lovely weather. The march right across the centre of Ireland was made under active 
service conditions and with all due precautions, but no opposition was encountered, and quarters in 
Galway were reached without incident. 

By that time the troubles were at an end. A truce had been proclaimed, and the Battalion 
stayed pleasantly in Galway for several months ; during which time the command was taken over 
by Lieutenant-Colonel H. Necdham, C.M.G., D.S.O., and all ranks received much hospitality from the 
surrounding country-folk. 


The end of the Irish troubles gave the opportunity for extensive reductions in our country’s 
military forces, and late in 1921 orders were issued for the disbandment of the junior regular battalions 
of the Line—the 3rd and 4th Battalions of the five four-battalion regiments. That decision was 
perhaps regrettable on wider grounds than those of regimental sentiment ; for in the peculiar 
circumstances of our army a four-battalion group is a more flexible and in some ways a_ better 
organization than the rigid pairs of the original Cardwell system (e) ; and it was no mere accident 
that the five four-battalion regiments were among the best in the service (f). It might have been 
Possible to have preserved the four-battalion regiments and to have effected the necessary economies 
by reducing and amalgamating other units of lesser worth ; but reduction of the youngest battalions 
was the obvious way to economy, and the five four-battalion regiments were doomed. 

One concession to sentiment was indeed secured. In response to an appeal signed by the Colonel 
of the Regiment, our veteran Sir George Higginson, the Army Council gave a formal promise (see 
Appendix III) that the record of our 3rd and 4th Battalions should not be obscured by any subsequent 
renumbering of the other Battalions of the Regiment ; and the memory of those two splendid Bat- 
talions has been maintained by their places being left vacant in the Army List. 


In the autumn of 1921 the 4th Worcestershire moved from Galway to Ulster. There the 
sad work of disbandment was carried out, the greater part of the personnel were sent south to join 
the 2nd Battalion in Dublin and the cadre of the Battalion were sent home to Lichfield. From 
Lichfield the Colours of the Battalion were despatched to Worcester, and on the 16th June 1922 
they were laid to rest in the Cathedral. 


A similar task of disbandment was carried out by the 3rd Battalion in India. Most of the 
personnel and of the Battalion plate and property were transferred to the Ist Battalion. The 3rd 
Battalion received messages of farewell from commanders and friendly units when the cadre, com- 
manded by Colonel Grogan, embarked at Bombay for the journey home. The cadre landed at 
Gravesend(g), whence officers and men were dispersed. Then, on the 28th January 1923, in the presence 
of most of the surviving officers who had served with the Battalion, the Colours of the 3rd Worcestershire 


(a) Lieutenant Gregory, slightly wounded in the foot, was our only casualty. 

(6) Carried out by Captain E. C. Barton M.C., and Lieut. E. F. Twining. Lieut. Twining was afterwards awarded the 
M.B.E, 

(c) Temporarily commanded by Major J. O. Nelson O.B.E. 

(d) The drums of the 4th Battalion and all surplus personnel of the Battalion had been left in Cologne. 

(e) There is a certain irony in the fact that the four-battalion Regiments of the British service were reduced at the 
very time that the old single-battalion Regiments of the Indian Army were being re-organized into new 
regiments of four or five battalions, on the ground that the latter was a more practical organization for war, 

(f) The other four-battalion Regiments were the Royal Fusiliers, the Middlesex, the 60th Rifles and the Rifle Briigade. 

(&) In preparation for the arrival of the Battalion, their quarters at Gravesend had been prepared by a party sent 
from the 2nd Battalion. 
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2nd 


4tu 


CONCLUSION. 


were carried on their last parade. From Norton Barracks, where they had been lodged for the night, 
the Colours were escorted to the Territorial Headquarters in Silver Street. Thence, headed by the 
drums of the 8th Battalion and followed by many who had served in the war, the little party of the 
3rd Worcestershire marched through the streets of the City to their destination ; and the Colours 
of the other units present were lowered in salute, as the wreathed Colours of the famous fighting 
Battalion were borne to their rest in the Cathedral. 


With that disbandment of the two Battalions which had seen the first fighting at Mons and 
in Gallipoli this history may fitly close. The surviving Battalions of the Regiment are left to settle 
down to the work of peace, to guard our lands against future possible danger, and to maintain the 
tradition of the courage, the loyalty and the self-sacrifice which carried our soldiers to victory 
in the Great War. 


THE END. 
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APPENDIX. I. 


Honours and Rewards. 
BATTLE HONOURS AWARDED TO THE REGIMENT. 


PERSONAL HONOURS AND AWARDS. 
General Note 
Tue Victoria Cross 
ORDER OF THE BATH 
ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL AND ST. GEORGE 
ORDER OF THE INDIAN EMPIRE 
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER 
MiLiTaARY Cross 
AiR Force Cross 
DIstTINGUISHED ConpucT MEDAL 
Minitary MEDAL 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL. 
British EMPIRE MEDAL 
ForEIGN DECORATIONS 
PROMOTIONS FOR SERVICE IN THE FIELD 


MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
AWARDED TO THE REGIMENT. 


These Battle-Honours were conferred on the Regiment by His Majesty in Army Orders issued 
during 1922 and 1923. They are shown in the Army List: and ten of these Battle-Honours have been 
selected to be displayed on the King’s Colour of each Battalion. The Battle-Honours thus selected are 
printed below in heavy type. 

The different theatres of war are recorded in succession, the Battle-Honours won in France and 
Flanders coming first, followed by Italy, Macedonia, Gallipoli, Egypt, Mesopotamia, &c. in that order. 

Under the existing regulations, two or more battles, if designated officially by the same name, even if 
fought in different years, are combined as one “ Battle-Honour.”’ As a result the Battle-Honours are not 
in complete historical sequence ; and the 72 Battle-Honours printed below represent 81 distinct Battle- 
Honours earned by the twelve fighting Battalions of the Regiment. 

In some instances the numbers of the Battalion concerned will be found printed in italics: which 
indicates that the Battalion in question, although officially qualified for that Battle-Honour by virtue 
of presence in the prescribed area during the operations, was nevertheless not seriously engaged and 
suffered but few casualties, or else was only represented by a detachment. Some additional complications 
with regard to these Battle-Honours will be found detailed in footnotes to the pages containing the account 
of the respective engagements. 


BatTLe Honour BATTALIONS ENGAGED Pace 
Mons - - 2nd, 38rd aa sees YS 346 
Le Cateau - SI Set, Watt, RA Eh Rs 8-1v 
Retreat from Mons 2nd, 3rd oo neh Se 2 : 7-14 
Marne 1914 - 2NG SIG f° eee ee ee xm) 14-15 
Aisne 1914 - 2nd,3rd la... he Neg ee cat 16-21 

» 1918 - Ist, 3rd, 10th __..... See eee te ae 370-382 
La Bassée 1914 - 3rd ne a 24-27 
Armentiéres 1914 —- Std gehen ce ie 37-38 
Ypres 1914 - 2nd ee Sa eS a Pees = 23-37 

w «1915 - 3rd oa ates bee - 73-75 

» 1917 - Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 1/7th, 2/7th, 1/8th, 2/8th, 10th, 14th a 273-299 

» 1918 - 4th ati a Pet? oa ze 454457 
Langemarck 1914 2nd mae 8. ate i 29-3) 

* 1917 1st, 4th, 1/7th, 2/7th, 1/8th, 2/8th 2 278-281 
Gheluvelt - 2nd Te, Peele Seo RE a 32-38 
Nonne Bosschen nd he ee a 36 
Neuve Chapelle —- Ist pts een Et 59-64 
Aubers - - Ist Se) ae Or ace Bas 69-70) 
Festubert 1915 - 2nd! ase Ashe 2 ee es te 71-73 
Loos - - 2nd, 10th —.. ks chs te a 123-127 
Somme 1916 - Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 1/7th, 2/7th, 1/8th, 2/8th, 10th, 14th ww. 165-191, 198-211 

es 1918 - Ist, 3rd, 2/8th, 10th, 144th a 324-344 
Albert 1916 - 3rd, 4th, 10th —..... ad. | hee Sas mek 166-178 
Bazentin - 2nd, 10th i... ee ee ae “aed 179-180 
Delville Wood - 2nd ae °° Baye fy Ba bes 189-190 
Poziéres - 3rd, 1/7th, 1/8th aE St J 25 ce 1st 
Le Transloy - Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 1/7th, 1/8th aaa atte 200-207 
Ancre Heights - Srd,10th: a OS Pat) ae -- re 199-2) 
Ancre 1916 - 2/8thyT4th, 0 ake, - eke Ce Re 209-211 
Arras 1917 - 2nd, 4th, 14th Hake  “diwgly’ 9° She one 253-263 
Scarpe 1917 - 4th Cie pee ase a 254-258 
Arleux - l4th ee | etsy | ahs, ae a3 259 
Messines 1917 - 3rd, 10th ... = oe aS ae 267-2838 

a5 1918 - hOth 9°" ae ee So ae es 350-351 
Pilckem - PSone ee 273-275 
Menin Road - 2nd, 10th wate | oak be =e | ae 287-291 
Polygon Wood - 2nd, a can Sent 29-291 
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oodseinde 
xlcappelle 
isschendaele 
imbrai 1917 

a 1918 
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BATTLE 


BATTALIONS ENGAGED 
10th oe 
4th, 1/7th, 1/8th 
2nd, 10th, 14th 
4th, 2/7th, 2/8th 
Qnd, 3rd, 1/8th, 2/8th 
2/8th 


3rd, 10th, 14th 
Ist 


Ist ie 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 2/8th, 10th 
3rd, 4th... 
CB On Ge. 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 10th 
and sion 4th, 10th 


aaa =a 
sth =i. 
4th 

rie 1/8th, 2/8th 


18th 


HONOURS. 


Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 1/7th, a 1/8th, 2/8th, 10th, 11th, 14th, 17th 


1/7th, 18th. 
7th 
1/7th, 1/8th 

Mth 


4th,9th tl... 
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390-392 
ieee 435-437 . 


90, 91-94 


bags 102-103 
Chaps. V, VI 

. See fn. page 115 
nan 142-151 
i 220-224 
224-225 

Chaps. IX, XII, XVIII 
398-403 


= 396-397, 403-405 


Personal Honours and Awards 


GENERAL NOTE 


In the lists which follow, an asterisk appended to the date 
of the London Gazette indicates that in that Gazette there 
was published an official account of the brave deed for 
which that decoration was awarded. A version of that 
account, often unavoidably abbreviated, will be found in 
the text of this book on the page stated. 


NAME 


tt, Eugene Paul 


'e, John James 


+x, Frederick 


George 
No. 21654 


Rank BATTALION 
Lieutenant 2nd 
Lieutenant 2nd 
(acting Captain 
and Adjutant) 

Private 4th 


jan, George William St.George Lieut.-Colonel Ist 


es, Herbert 
les, Edgar Kinghorn 
erts, Frank Crowther 


inson, William Leefe 


Tall, Thomas George 
No. 20572 


(temp. Brig General) (emp. cmdg a 


2nd Lieutenant 4th 


2nd Lieutenant attached 
Welch Regt. Oth 


eae Ist 
(temp. At 
acting Hee Colonel) 


Lieutenant —_— 
attached 


Royal 
Flying 
Corps 


Private 10th 
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THE VICTORIA CROSS. 


ENGAGEMENT DaTE Gaze1Tz Paag 
Transloy Ridges 5th November 16 30/12/16* 206 
(Somme ’16) 


Neuve Eglise 14th April ‘18 28/6/18* 357-8 


(Lys ’18) 
Poelcappelle 9th October ‘17 26/11/17* 294 
(Ypres '17) 
Aisne 1918 " 29th May ’18 25/7/18* 377-9 


'S.—On ‘Augusi. 1958, suddent; 


Krithia 3rd July’ 1 ee: paca ty 
(Gallipoli) Sis td elon We 
Sannaiyat 9th April '16 26/9/16* 146) 
(Mesopotamia) 
Pargny 23rd March ‘18 8/5/18* 338 
(Somme ’18) 


Destruction of the 2nd/3rd September'16 5/9/16* _ 
first Zeppelin 
at Cuffley 


La Boisselle 
(Somme ’16) 


3rd July 716 9/9/16* 170-1 


In Lond 


Mary 


-C.. late o} ine Worcester 
Abbot’ 
to-morrow (Wednesda jay), @ 


Digitized by Google 


who, before he was 


Grogan, G. W. St. G. 
Reser, J: M. 
Stuart, B. F. B. 


ORDER OF ST. 


NaME 
Bartholomew, H. J. 
Bilton, L. L. 
Cayley, D. E. 
Clarke, Sir E. H. St. L. Bart. 


Harman, A. R. 

Rainey Robinson, R. M. 
Rose, R. A. de B 
Stuart, B. F. B. 
Thomas, E. A. D'Arcy 
Umfreville, R. B. 
Walsh, M. R. 


ORDER OF 


NAME 


Gordon, W. A. 


ORDER OF 


NAME 
Westmacott, C. B. 
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. Lieut.-C 
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. Lieut.-C 


NIC 1938, ‘the 
COMPANIG 239 is, 


\a tribute to 
( CBE." 


aFES! 
eee 


i 


as re 


wl 

Sane to 
rm 

that office 

county 

tion in 


i 


oF 


28 


all 


i 


é 
a 


Hee teh 


3 
South ane 
for service 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 4 1958 


MAJ.-GEN. G. J. FARMAR 
Major-General George J: Farmar, 
>. bon pens yee yee | 
overnor 0} ie Roy: ospital, 
Chelsea, from 1928 to 1933, died yester- 
day at his home in Kent. He was 87. 
He was the son of Major-General W. R. 
Lancashire Fusiliers in 1092, temelerriag ye 
The Worcestershire Regiment i ie 


THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 


(“D.S.0.”) 
(70, with 12 ‘ bars’) 


NaME Rank | GazETTE BATTALION ENGAGEMENT Pact 
Adam, W. A/Lt. Colonel 3/6/18 1/7th Italy (general) Ss 
Arden, J. H. M. Captain 28/4/15* Ist Neuve Chapelle = 
Armitage, C. L. Bt. Major 24/7/15* 2nd Festubert es 
Badham, J. F. Bt. Lt. Colonel 27/7/18 (W.A.F.F.) East Africa in 
Bate, J. P. Major 1/1/19 —1/8th Italy 1918 (general) — 3 
SS Major = 2/4/19* —1/8th Selle — 403 
[ Captain 2/4/19* = 1/8th Sambre _ 49-1 
Captain 8/3/19* 2nd Selle mm ae 
A/Lt. Colonel 3/6/18 — (Comdg. 1/4th K.S.L.I.) Somme 1918 - - 
A/Lt. Colonel 1/1/19 (Comdg. 1/4th K.S.L.L.) Aisne 1918 eee 
Captain 18/2/15 2nd . Gheluvelt — 8 
T/Major —-:18/7/17* (Att. N. Fus.) a: 
DAY JUNE 22 1956 T Major 26/9/16* 3rd Thiepval = Is 
a ea : P 
LT.-COL. E. L. BOWRING Major 2/5/16. 4th Krithia — 84 
_Lieutenant-Colonel Edward’ Langley | Major 4/6/17 (Staff) Somme 1916 - - 
ing, D.S.O., O.B.E., who won the T/Lt. Colonel 16/9/18* 4th Lys 1918 - -. oo 
.0. for his services at the battle of A/Lt. Colonel 1/1/17 (Comdg. 21st W. Yorks) - = = 
uvelt in 1914, in which the German ~ A/Lt. Colonel 8/3/19*  1/8th &- Be wy. “n 
es advancing on the Channel ports : ; ! i AUBEVOR, SCs 
eraihnd dled < seatexday at A/Lt. Colonel 2/4/19* —1/8th ; Sambre tye l 
m, Bognor Regis, Sussex, at the Captain 26/7/17* 11th Deciran 1917 -- 
of 73, after a short illness. } Major 3/6/18 (Staff) - 
youngest son of Sir Charles Clement 
fe ied Pom pa September, i A/Lt. Colonel 26/9/17* Ist - Ypres 1917 oi4 
Pe te Ame i. 1700. by A/Lt. Colonel 24/9/18* Ist Aisne 1918 _ me 
fore the outbreak of the South African Major 30/1/20 .2/8th St. Quentin etn 
far. ee as Buzetied to Tho Worcester: A/Lt. Colonel 3/6/19 2/8th Selle, &c. eS 
1 in the South African War and gain- Major — 3/6/18 lith Macedonia (general) 4 
stoned wih'hsregment im ine | TE Come aT it Francel915 (genre) 
2 oth he ; ~ Captain 23/6/15 (Staff) rance1915 (general) = 
eae 2s reeimeat to Pracce at the T/Lt. Colonel 1/1/17 th Mida’x.) Somme 1916 - 
( ber of that year that the Worcesters be ‘Mornin 
mediately after this battle Bowring. was Bp adage cage oh boas he 15,1950 Kut 1917, &e. = 


T/Lt. Colonel 2 : 
A/Lt. Colonel raien At Nairobi, enya. aged a Ypres 191 aie une 

Major 3)ower of London, 1933-45. come Douai, &c 
T/Lt. Colonel 4, monde 15k Mey in Souch Afvican and 


he was appointed Assistant. 
Provost Marshal_in Northern Command, 
York, and then Provost Marshal to the { 
British occupation forces in Cologne. For 
these services he was mentioned in Earl T/Lt. Colonel 1, tamia ‘and Persia, he commanced, Ypres 1917 
arari ayers) | Ais Goloat BR Sa Nore 
i 01 -C i: ‘ 

Sherwood Foresters he retired from the Lt. Colonel 26/11/17* 2nd Ypres 1917 
Peed ie tas Cocaorssis Depart: | Major 2/2/16 (Att. R, Warwick) - 

34 Badge for fous yeu Jo Felp- T/Lt. Colonel 11/5/17* Ist Beuchavesnes _ oo 
m, Sussex, where he had lived in retire- ¢ T/Brig-General 26/7/18* (23rd Brigade) Somme 1918 Stet 
ent. he took part in many activities in 
trict. He was president of the Felp- | 


Ses = 


ham branch of the British Legion and Bt. Lt. Colonel 1/1/18 (Att. Tank Corps) Ypres 1917 ae 
chairman of the local Conservative Associa- Lt. Colonel 20/10/16* 1/7th Ovillers ites 
Uon. ba 2 A/Lt. Colonel 26/11/17 (Comdg. 9th Manchester) Francel917 (general) = — 

1915 Laura Fraser, i (11, 6 r é 
int the Tate Fraser Biscoe, Con: Licutenant 26/9/16* = 1/7th Ovillers 21/8,16 se 
servator of Forests, Hyderabad. The A/Captain 4/2/18* 2/8th - +Cambrai 1917 " giie2 


younger of Colonel and Mrs. Bowring’s two 
sons was killed in 1943 on the Anzio beach- 
head in Italy while serving with The King’s 524 
Royal Rifle Corps. The elder son is a 
et in partnership with his uncle, Mr. 


tuart Bo! ey ’ (>. = 
Their daughter is the ale oe Gate, Dery. Digitized by G oogle 


fi ee of Darley Fields, Broadway, 
‘ . 


NAME RANK 
fferies, H. St. J. A/Lt. Colonel 
yhnston, A. C. T/Lt. Colonel 

1 i» —har T/Lt. Colonel 
erans, E. T. J. T/Lt. Colonel 
itching, C. H. T/Lt. Colonel 
awrence, E. L. G. Bt. Major 
eggett, R. A.C. T/Lt. Colonel 
eman, J. F. T/Lt. Colonel 
inton, C. S. Major 

” » —bar A/Lt. Colonel 
laben, H. C. Captain 
farryatt, R. H. Major 
[cCCombie, H. i Captain 
fould, J. Lieutenant 
fyles, E. K. A/Captain 
-ardoe, T. K. Major 
Roberts, F. C. Lieutenant 
Rose, R. A. de B. T/Lt. Colonel 

” » bar Bt. Lt. Colonel 
ladden, C. E. Major 
Sole, D. M. A. Major 

» oo. bar A/Lt. Colonel 
Stephenson-Fetherstonhaugh, A. J. Major 


Stevens, L. M. 
Stoney, G. J. L. 


T/Lt. Colonel 
A/Lt. Colonel 


Temple, R. D. T/Lt. Colonel 
Tomkinson, F, M. Major 
Ki i —har T/Lt. Colonel 
Traill, R. F. Major 
Tyrwhitt, F. St. J. Major 


Umfreville, R. B. T/Lt. Colonel 


Vaughan, P, E. 


T/Lt. Colonel 


A/Lt. Colonel 

A/Lt. Colonel 

Major & Qmr. 
Major 
Captain 


D.S.O. 


GazETTE BATTALION 


ple, Wex- 
. D.S.0- 
26/9/17* (Comdg. ace tas DR. HAMILTON husband 
4/6/17 (Comdg. 10th Cheshir 
Has (Comdg. 10th Cheshir McCOMBIE 
4/6/17 4th " ws 
sleq7 (Comdg. 18th K.R.R. CHEMICAL WARFARE iis, an 
Dr. Hamilton McCombie, D.S.O., aaenners | 
3/6/19 (Staff) M.C., Reader Emeritus in Chemistry in [tiscros 
1/1/17 (Staff) the University of Cambridge, died on {oril 2%, & 
2/4/19*  (Comdg. 13th R.W.F| Thursday at the age of 82. em. | 
26/6/16 (Staff) McCombie was born in London in May, 


1880. He was a man of many Universities 
and took his first degree, an ordinary M.A., 
at Aberdeen in 1900. After taking a Lon- 
don B.Sc., with Honours in Chemistry, he 


26/11/17* 4th 
26/7/18" 14th 


3/6/19 4th went on to Strasbourg to study under 
1/1/18 (Staff) Thiele and took his Ph.D. in 1905. He 
25/8/16* 3rd then served as a lecturer in the Chemistry 
17/3/17 9th Department of Birmingham University, 
where he carried out research in organic 
1/1/18 2nd chemistry and published several papers, 


The outbreak of war in 1914 found him 


in Australia with the British Association, 


18/2/15* Ist but he hurried home to take a commission 
14/1/16 (W. AFF.) in the Worcestershire Regiment. His con- 
Wij18 (WAEF) egy with the infantry, however, was 
AL, 1ort, because he volunteered for service 
with the Seema Company cites Royal 
} * neers on its formation in 1915 
8/3/19* 9th | bat the German gas attacks. ht 
1/1/17 10th His record with the company on the PY 
1/1/19 10th Western Front was most distinguished and }. 5 | 
1/1/19 (Staff) he was awarded the DS, | 
1/1/17 (Comdg. 23rd Manchi-the Croix_de_ Guerr 


soon 


16/9/18* 2nd in Natu; 


turer, pi 
1/1/18 (Comdg. 24th North‘d Ror 3, 
1/1/17 1/7th the prin; i 
18/7/17* 1/7th ganic chi | 
16/9/18" 3rd Ieee and TUESDAY DECEMBER 30. 1952 
14/1/16 (Staff) | and sh : haar SSE 
| who car | . C. JOHNSTON 
25/8/17* (Comdg. 8th Gloste bepe “i Colonel Alexander Colin Johnston, 
pupils a; C-B., died very suddenly at his home near 
22/7/16* (Comdg. 8th Green fidence ica | Surrey, on Saturday at the age 
rq} him. of 85, y 
How pee ee es ter cand ae he 
nis | gazet! t ‘orcest 
3/6/18  (Comdg. Ist Forest} carried { tater, he W 
26/9/17* 3rd c 
14/1/16 3rd parade. | seconded to the Royal Engineers. A 
ea/ayiee Af his own to brendergener in TAY at the ae of oy 
* ier 
24/9/18* 1/7th many C4 having fought at Mons, at the battles of the 
Aisne and the Somme and Ypres. He was| 
eventually badly wounded at Passchendaele. 
He was mentioned in dispatches five times 
and was decorated with the D.S.O. and Bar, 
the M.C., and the French Croix de Guerre. 
« | After the end of hostilities he held a number 
of important appointments in connexion with 
education in the Army, culminat a | 
post of ‘Cominandant oF the School of Educa- 
it| tion, Belgaum, India, which appointment he 
held for six years until his retirement in 1937. 
He held several appointments during the 1939- 
45 war; Staff ir Defence, Aldershot, 
and others under. the military wing of the 
Foreign Office, finishing up in Italy and 
bridge ecosy act athlete—he played cricket. 
aon ie football, and rackets for Winchester, cricket 
to give for the Army and for Hampshire for a number 
525 Chemical of years, and in 1912 was top of the first class 


batting averages. He played for the Gentle- 

men v. Players on three occasions. 
In 1912 he married Esme, daughter of Mr. 
Coo Ee survives fim) together) 
oJ 


Sir Joh 
wife and 


Digitizeq ARE 


ORDER 


NamE 


Armitage, C. L. 
Bowring, E. L. 
Chesney, D. 
Chichester, W. R. 
Cliff, A. 


Milward, H. D. 


Pearce, W. G. J. 
Sallis, D. 
Stewart C. 


Stokes-Roberts, A. E. 


Tomkinson, G. S. 
Urwick, L. F. 
Wheeler, E. V. V. 


NAME 


Bishop, A. G. 
Mander, A. 
Strang, W. 
Waldron, F. 
Watts, F. M. I. 


OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 


OFFICERS. 


(" 0.B.E.”) 


Rank 


Bt. Major 
T/Lieut.-Colonel 
Captain 
Lieut.-Colonel 
Captain 

Major 
Captain 

Bt. Major 
Lieut.-Colonel 
Captain 
Captain 
Lieut.-Colonel 

T/Major 
Captain 
Captain 

Major 


Captain & Qmr. 


A/Major 
Bt. Lieut.-Colonel 
T/Lieut.-Colonel 
Lieut.-Colonel 
Bt. Lieut.-Colonel 
Lieut.-Colonel 
Captain 


Major & Qmr. 


T/Lieut.-Colonel 
Captain 
Captain 
Major 
Colonel 


MEMBERS. 


(“ M.B.E.”) 


Raxk 


- Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Major 
Lieut. 


526 


GazeEtIE 


3/6/19 


Gazette 


THE MILITARY CROSS. 


(30c.”) 
(288, with 36 ‘ bars’) 
NAME Rank GazeTTE BATTALION 
Adams, H. M. Lieut. Bile 2/8th 


Acshead, WYTHE TIMES TUESDAY ji" 


Allen, A. _ SEPTEMBER ABER 23 1958 9  1/7th(Att.T.M.B.) 
Baden, B. © Steen (Pile Lith 
Ball, A. E. 8 = 2/8th 
Barber, G. H, 9* 1/8th 
Barclay, E. D) 7* 4th 
Barker, R. F. Nita * 2nd 
Barron, J. be | /16* 3rd 
/16* 3rd 
Barton, E.C, /17* Ist 
Bate, H. B. /17* 1/7th 
Bate, J. Pog 7 1/8th 
: 6/17* 1/8th 


19* 1/8th 

O/17* 2/7th 

18 (Att. M.G.C.) 
1/16 2nd 
j11/16* 4th 

/18 loth 

8/17* 3rd 
9/18* 10th 
(2/15 3rd 

/18 2/8th 
jis | 1/8th 
2/18* 1/8th 
2/8th 
4th 
2nd 


1/7th 
[2] 4th 
i : : 4th 
BeLAMB. Off 14th 
: ; 8rd 


4th 

(Att. R. Fus.) 
10th 

3rd 

1/8th 

! 1/7th 

(6/15* — 4th 

6/11/17* 1/7th 


Bullock, J. 
Bundy, H. 
Bush, W.1 
Butcher, A 


Butler, A., | 18/1/18* 2/8th ~ 
General Gale walking to hi: 
Campbell, | London eae ao on his way tagieel wane /6/16 3rd 
Carter, H. area at N.A.T.O. head- p4/6/16* 1/S8th 
Carter, P: V/1/17 1/7th 
Casey, T. W. 2/Lieut. 24/9/18* 14th 
527 


(Att. Tank Corps) 


(Att. 144thT.M.B.) 


ENGAGEMENT 


Cambrai 1917 
Ypres 1917 
Kut 1917 
Italy (general) 


Doiran 1917 


France 1918 (general) 


Beaurevoir 
Pelves Mill 
Menin Road 
Ovillers (12/7/16) _ 
Thiepval (2 
Ypres 1917 Pe. 


*, Salisbury, 
Ypres 1917 | #43 gevoted tantly. 


Cremat 


Somme 191 
Templeux 
Selle 

Ypres 1917 
France 1917 (general) 
Cambrin 10/11/15 
Raid (15-16/9/16) 
France 1918 (general) 
Messines 1917 
Somme 1918 

France 1914 (general) 
Ypres 1917 (general) 
Piave 

Raid (Italy) 
Fromelles 

Lys 1918 

Raid 20/6/18 


Italy (general) 
Ypres 1918 
Courtrai 
Ancre 1917 
Ypres 1917 


Gallipoli (general) 
Krithia 

April 1918 

France 1915 (genera!) 
Raid (Italv) 

Italy (general) 

Ist Kiihia 

Ypres 1917 

Raid (15/11/17) 


France 1916 (general) 
Patrol 21/5/16 
Ovillers 

18/5/18 


Digitized by 'e O Og | (S 
Cc 


Ingutrie Reotment. 
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nepnen. —On Oct. 7. 1981. 
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471° 
283 


130 
197 
268 
329 


| 391-2 


394 


411 


efor 


NAME 
Cassels, W. C. 
Chamberlin, F. G. 
Chapman, E. 
Clark, A. H. B. 
Clark, H. M. 
Clarke, J. 
Coe, A. 
Collins, J. G. 

te te OE 

Conybeare, E. B. 
Cooper, H. L. 
Cotton, W. FE. L. 
Court, C. V. W. 


Courtauld, S. L. 
Cowherd, J. 
Coxwell, E. C. 
Croom- Johnson, H. 


” ” —hbar 
Crump, G., 8713 
Davies, C. 

Davies, F. E. 
—bar 


Davies, H. W. 
Dickens, J. D. 
Dingley, P. N 
Dixon, J. G. 
Downes, H. C. 
Drewitt, F. D. 
Duckworth, J. E. H 
Duffield, G. H. 
Durlacher, E. A. O. 


Edwards, W. B. 

Evans, W., 7768 

Evers, H. L. 
” » bar 

Featherstone, T. 

Ferguson, W. 

Fisher, H. J. 

Ford, R. J. 

Fox, C. ALN. 

Frazier, I 


Freeman, THE TIMES 
F R 

Fry. F.W,, NOVEMBER 9 
COLONEL R. A. F. FREEMAN, ALS 3rd 
Richard Arthur Frederick G/T AS* 
Freeman, M.C., T.D., died on Sunday at 
his home at Wollerton, near Market Dray- 


He was 62. 
The son of the late Osborne Frederick3 9/10 


Gabb, S. 4 
Gale, R. ? 
Gascoigne 
Gibbon, \ 
Gilbert, E 


Colonel 


ton, Shropshire. 


THE 


RANK 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Licut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Licut. 
Capt. 
RSM. 


Lieut. 
Capt. 
Major 
Major 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Licut. 
Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 


2/Licut. 
C.S.M. 
Capt. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Lie ut. 


TUESDAY {1 
1954 


MILITARY CROSS. 


GazETTE BATTALION 
18/7/17* 1/7th 


25/11/16* (Att. 7th D.W.R,) 


1/2/19* 3rd 
26/5/17" 1/7th 
2G/11/17* 4th 

17/12/17" loth 


Q/4/19* —1/8th 
lls (W.ALK.F.) 
96/3/18" (W.ALE.F.) 


28/4/15* Ist 
8/3/19 Ist 


4/6/17 (Staff) 

3/6/18* — Ist (Att. Sigs.) 
26/7/18 Ist (Att. S 
W/1/18 Ist (Att. M.G.C.) 


4/2/18* 4th 
3/6/19 Ist 
18’'7/I17* 4th 
16/9/18* 4th 
8/3/19* Ist 


8/3/19* Ist 


23/615 (Att. M.G.C.) 
17/12/17 (Att. M.G.C.) 
36/18  2/8th 
25/8/15 4th 
18 yes (Att. Tank Corps) 
17th 
2nd 
9th 


15/2 y, 19* 
219% 8rd 


2nd 


2nd 
1/1/ 17 3rd 
18/10/17* 2 8th 
LL/1/19* 2;8th 


41617 1th 
14/11 /16* 2nd 
36/18 llth 
18/2/15 2nd 
14/116 2nd 
1/19 Ist 


DOA /T* 
S/L/IS* 


(Att. R.F.C.) 
2/sth 


(Att. M.G.C.) 
‘i 49 Wh 

216 oth 

1esth 


Gillespie, ] Freeman, of King’s Norton, Worcestershire: dl l NN9* 4th 
Godsall, S| he was born in 1892 and was educated aly 120 2 xh 

“1 Bromsgrove School. During the 1914-18 wate a Sia 
Goodwin, | he served with The Worcestershire Regiment] 7 T/1217* 27th 
Goold, L. Jand the Royal Tank Corps, being awarded24)/7 [7 * fir MGC) 
Gordon, 14 the M.C, in 1918. From 1927 to 1934 he; s10" DP Sth 

a: commanded the 7th Battalion, The King’s 

Graham, ( (Liverpool) Regiment, being promoted colonell 5 2 19*  L4th 
Graham, }}in 1931. In 1939-41 he was military liaisonag 7 |S* 2 sth 
Grant T. officer at Midland region headquarters. Since, SIS (Mtr 


Assembly. 


Lancashire Agricultural 

1947 he had been a member of the Church 

He was a Fellow of the Corpora- 

tion of St. Mary and St. Nicholas (Woodard 528 

Schools) and chairman of the Lichfield Dio- 

cesan Board of Finance. 

a justice of the peace for Shropshire. 
He marricd in 1924 Gladys Eliza, daughter 

of the late Alfred Dawson, of Grimsby, who 

survives him together with two daughters. 


1924 he had been a member of the Royal’ - i 
sinceh EO US* Sed 


Society, and 


In 1943 he became 


(Att. 16th Devons) 


(Att. Tank Corps) 


Kaffrarian Rifles) EF. 


Gillemont BG. fms 00 oe 


France 1916 (general) 
Shepherd’s Redoubt 
Epehy 

Ypres 1917 

Menin Road 

Sambre 

E. Africa 

E, Africa 

Neuve Chapelle 
Douai 

France 1917 (general) 
Ypres 1917 (general) 
Somme 1918 

Ypres 1917 

Cambrai 1st? 
France (general) 
Arras [7 

Lys L918 

Oppy (6/10/18) 


Oppv 

East Africa 

France 1917 (general) 
Cambrai 1917 

3rd Krithia 

France 1918 (general) 
Ovillers 

Croisilles 

Kut 1917 

France 1918 (general) 
Shepherd’s Redoubt 
Clery Raid 


Clery Raid 

France 1916 (general) 
Ypres 17 

Lys (3 9 1S) 


Doiran 1917 

Delville Wood 
Macedonia (eveneraly 
Ypres 1ol4 

France 1915 (general, 
France 1918 (2 
France 1918 (sence! 
France 1916 (general) 
Raid (1 1b) 


France 1914 (gener) 
France W918 (ecnerals 
Ypres 1917 

Sad Bair 

france WAS (veneras 
Lys Valley (3.0 1s) 
St. Quentin 

Rvud (24 'lo 17) 
France 17 (genera! 
Sele 

Canal du Nerd 
Marceleave 30 3 18 
Africa 
Aisne 101s 


; THE MILITARY CROSS. 


i. awe Rank GazETTE BATTALion ENGAGEMENT Pace . 
Gray, S. 2/Lieut. 16/9/18* 4th LVS 8 ks 359 
Greenhill, C. 2/Licut. 26/7/17" 3rd Raid (2-3/6/17) vn 266 
Grogan, H. L. Capi. QG/11/17* 4th Ypres 1917 wn 293 
Grover, G., 6430 RS.M. 14/1/16 Ist France 1915 (general) __..... _ 
Gundry, W. S. Lieut. 2/12/18* 1/8th Patrol (Italy) 394 
Gunston, F. J. D. 2/Lieut. 26/7/i7* 2nd Croisilles we 262 
Hackett, C. E. 2/Lieut. 1S/6/17* 4th Arras 1917 23 255 

Pema Capt. 15/10/18* 4th Raid 8/8/18 412-3 
Hall, W. 2/Licut. 4/2/18* 2/8th Cambrai 1917 B12 
Halliday, H. E. Lieut. 1/2/19* —1/7th Sec 434 
Hanson, H. D. Major 2/4/19* (Att. M.G.C.) France 1918 (general) __..... _ 
Harding, P. D. Capt. 14/11/16* (Att. Sigs.) France 1916 (general) 

Hargreaves, P. W. Capt. & Adjt. 26/6/18* 3rd Somme 1918 
Harris, T. C. F. Capt. 26/11/17* 1/7th Ypres 1917 

¥ of —bar Capt. 24/9/18* 1/7th Piavé 
Harrison, R. Capt. 8/3/19* = Ist Douai 
Hartley, S. Lieut. 1/1/18 10th France 1917 (general) z 
Harvey, J. S. 2/Lieut. 1/2/19* = 3rd Shepherd’s Red ekérrry.<.Gn tna SOM ogy, 7 
Hawkes, B. G. T. Capt. 3/6/19 (Att. T.M.B.) France 1918 (gel Aired William Harsing Heageriy MC, 
Heagarty, A. W. H. Major 15/2/19* dth Cambrai 1018 | year RPP hanniee Frank Rew 
Heath, H., 240005 RS.M. 3/6/19 —-1/8th France 1918 (generaiy "3 Service, Homenarcis 430 
Hemming, F. J. 2'Lieut. 26/7/17* 2nd Croisilles wu 262 
Henstock, P. Lieut. 1/1/19 3rd France 1918 (general) aN _ 
Heselton, A. Capt.(A/Lt.Col.)26/7/18* (Att. W. Yorks) France 1918 (general) _.... _ 

Hick: 2/Lieut. 8/3/19* = z/8th Sclle x 475 
¥ Lieut. 3/6/19 ltth France 1918 (general) es _— 
RSM. 23/6/15 = 3rd France 1915 (general) __..... — 

Capt. 3/6/19 (Staff) France 1918 (general) __..... _ 

Capt. 25/8/17 9th Kut 1917 wn 227 

Hopewell, E. R. Capt. 95/8/16" 2/7th Raid 4/7/16 192 
Hopkins, E. L. 2/Lt. 17/4/17* 2nd Clery Raid a. 289 

” ” —bar Capt. 8/3/19* 2nd Selle aw. 473 
Hudson, A. J. B. Lieut. Qo/7/17* 3rd Raid® \ Oe a cen oes 266 
Humphries, E. A. Capt. 3/6/16 France 1916 (general) __..... _ 
Humphries, J. C. 2/Lieut. * 14/1/16 1/7th France 1915 (general) _..... _ 
Inwood, C. H. Lt. & Qmr. 25/8/17 9th Kut 1917 sgh 227 
Ivor-Mcore, T. 2/Licut. 26/7/17* (Att. M.G.C.) France 1917 (general) __..... ~ 
Jackson, S. S. 2/Lieut. 4/2/18*  2/8th Cambrai 1917 oh 312 
Jagger, C. S. Lieut. 16/9/18* 2nd Neuve Fglise i. 358 
James, H. Capt. 16/10/18* (Staff) Amiens 1918 ee 
Johnson, A. 2/Lieut. 26/11/17* 2nd Menin Road wn 290 

” is —bar 2/Lieut. 2/12/18* 2nd Neuve Eglise a. 857 
Johnson, S. C. 2/Licut. 8/3/19* Ist Onpy ww 458-9 
Johnston, A. C. Capt. 18/2/15 3rd (Att. Sigs.) Flanders 1914 (general) _ ..... 26 
Johnston} L. 2/Lieut. 22/9/16* 2/7th Fromclles wu 198 
Jones, F. M. H. 2/Liecut. 16/8/17* (Att. Border R.) France 1917 (general) Se _ 
Jones, G. H. 2/Licut. 18/7/17* 1/8th Gillemont Farm w 251 
Jones, T. L. Licut. Q/12/18* 1/8th Raid (Italy) _ 394 
Jones, W. J. R.O.MS. 27/7/16* L/7th Plucgstecrt 1915 wa. ~«WT 
Keen, R. T. Licut. 1O/1/17* 1/8th LeSars 208 
Kelly, B, 2/Licut. 8/3/19" 2nd Sclle _ 473 

2» a» —hbar 2/Lieut. 2/4/19 2nd Pursuit to Mons wu 483 
Kimber, C. F, Capt. loth Aisne WIS 381 
King, If, 2/Licut. 3rd Thiepyval a 187 
Knowles, W. S, 2/Licut. 3rd Thiepval aes 187 
Lattey, E, Capt. 3rd Iyvs19I8 359 

” in — bar Capt. 3rd Shepherd’s Redeubt wee 424-5 
Lawrence, j Oe Oe Capt. (Staff) France 1915 (general)... 129 


Name 
Lawrence, F. H. 
Leake, R. S. 
Lindsay, D. 
Linton, C. S. 
Little, D. G. 
Lloyd, A. O. 

is — 2nd bar 
Lowndes, L. 


Lucovitch, R. 
Lunn, J. 

Maben, H. C. 
Mason, I. N. 
Matthews, T. F. V. 
McCombie, H. 
MacDonald, S. P. J. 
McNally, W., 10099 
Melhuish, J. W. D. 
Mitchell, E. S. 
Monk, J. M. 


Morrison, J. E. 
Morton, C. W. 
Mould, J. 

Moule, W. L., 200067 
Mugford, H. H. 
Muspratt, T. P. 


Newcomb, E. R. 
Nicholls, E. J. 
Nicklin, H. J. 
Nield, R. W. 


O’Donovan, G. P. 
O’Donovan, R. A. 
Orford, F. S. 
Owins, A. E. 


Paddison, H. J. 
Parker, S. 
Parker, W. H. 
Parkes, J. 
Parkes, T. G. 
» oy bar 
Parry, A. 
Paskin, J. J. 
Pawsey, C. R. 
Pegler, G. S. 
Phillips, L. G. 
Pickles, E. W. 

fire he sae 
Pigg, C. H. 
Pittard, R. M. 
Pointon, A.C. 
Porterfield, G. A. 
Pratt, A. B. 


THE 


Rank 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 


Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
C.S.M. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
C.S.M. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 


Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
Lieut. & Qmr. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 

Lieut. 

Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
2/Licut. 
2/Licut. 
Capt. 
2/Licut. 
2/Licut. 
Licut. 

Capt. & Adjt. 


GazErTE 


26/11/17* (Att. R.F.C.) 


1/1/19 
1/2/19* 
23/6/15 
3/6/16 
18/7/17* 
26/9/17* 
26/9/17" 
3/6/19 
26/7/17* 
16/9/18* 
17/9/17" 
4/2/18* 


1/1/18 
16/8/17* 
11/12/16" 
14/1/16 
1/1/17 
LALIT 
18/7/17* 
4/2/18* 
14/1/16 
26/11/17" 
1/1/18 
2/4/19* 
26/11/17* 
8/11/15 
4/6/17 
g/12/18* 
24/6/16* 


8/3/19* 
1/2/19* 
16/9/18* 
3/6/18 


26/9/16" 
11/5/17* 
8/3/19* 
16/9/18* 
19/11/17* 


22/9/16* 
1/i/18 
26/7/18" 
17/12/17* 
4/6/17 
249/18* 
4/2/18* 
4/2/18* 
14/1/16 
18/6/17* 
26/11/17" 
14/1/16 
24:9 '18* 
init 
27/7/10" 
18:7.17* 
16. 9'1S* 
ISL 1S* 
LAT 
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MILITARY CROSS. 


BATTALION 


1/7th 
1/7th 
Staff 
1/7th 
1/7th 
Lith 
Lith 
2/8th 
10th 

10th 

10th 

Staff 


14th 
3rd 
2nd 
(Staff) 
3rd 
10th 
1/7th 
2/8th 
Ist 
(Staff) 
(Att. R.F.C.) 
2nd 
4th 
4th 
1/7th 
Ist 
3rd 


4th 
Ist 
2nd 
1/7th 


3rd 
Ist 
Ist 
2nd 
10th 


2/7th 
Ist 
3rd 
1/7th 
3rd. 


(Att: Ist Wilts.) 


4th 


(Att. M.G.C.) 


1/8th 
1/8th 
4th 
(Att. Sigs.) 
3rd 
3rd 
2nd 
Lsth 
2nd 
I4th 
Ist 


ENGAGEMENT Past 


France 1917 (general). = 
Italy (general) 

Sec TUESDA 
France \¢ THE TIMES 7 


France 1916 MARCH 22 1966 ; 


Gillemont, ¥ 


Ypres 191|  §{R LESLIE G. 
Ypres 191 
France 19) PHILLIPS Dh 
Raid Major-General Si Les ass 
Somme 19 KBE, CB ape Mt wis Dad 0 
4/7/17 cay F to 19%. 
Cambrai | 

at 
Ypres 191 He was commissions s 


Me ssines 1 y 
Transloy te 


France 191 ts 

Thiepval (!. _——- 2 
Bazentin (} — 2d ag 
Gillemont 

Cambrai I$ 

France 191 

Ypres 1917 

France 191% 

Pursuit to | 3 


Ypres 1917 
Krithia (2/' 
France 191' 
Oppy = 
Vimy Ridge 


Thiepval (24 ai 
Souchavesn|s 


Ypres 1917) ase 
Somme 1918 F°° Ofc we 


Vimy 


The ?_ Deity ty Telegraph, 
~ Tasedg, Apetl 2, t382 * 
Col William Ralph Prescott. 


at dat pu) orcs, aged 
r erve: 18 , 
THE MILITARY CROSS. Sishie Rene Seat ny 


Italy, MC and two Bars; Ht 
Col, Seventh Bn, Worcestershire | 


NAME RANK GAZETTE BATTALION ENGAGEMENT! Regt 1953-59, Deputy Lieutenant, 
Prescott, W. R. Capt. 26/5/17 1/7th Epehy cillor “from 1551 ay oe 
Capt. 16/8/17* 1/7th Gillemont Farn Country Landowners een | | 
Capt. 2/4/19* — 1/7th Camporovere eos. 
2/Lieut. 18/6/17* 2/8th Hill 120 his Bhi Braian Mad Phi 
Capt. 4/2/18* Ist Raid Meat Bes Dol, Of Borkeg tee on 
Capt. 1/2/19* Ist Oppy iow st wie ee ke 
2/Lieut. 3/618 3rd France 1918 (L2%. Page stgmations MO fottowed 
Capt. 3/6/18 = -2/8th France 1918 (general) 
2/Lieut. lo/L/l7*  1/sth Le Sars 208 
Capt. & Adjt. 14/1/16 2nd Loos 127 
Capt. 1/1jls 3rd. France 1917 (general) __... 
Lieut. 2/4/19* = 1/s8th Selle oe 467 
2/Licut. 25/8/15 4th Krithia (18/6/15) 88 
Lieut. 11/12/16* 4th Le Transloy 201 
Capt. 26/9/17* (Staff) Ypres 1YL7 274 
Capt. 3/6/18 -2/7th Irrance 1917 (general) — 
2/Lieut. 4/6/17 3rd France 1916 (general) _— 
Lieut. 28/3/16 (Att. R. F.C.) France 1918 (general) _ 
Capt. 3/6/19 (Att. R.W. Fus.) oe 
2/Lieut. 22/4/18" Ist Raid (13/2/18), RUSSEEL.—oh Get, 7.1980, at nie 
2/Lieut. 16/9/18" 4th Lys (nas) Siete ge Cameas Reet, 
2/Lieut. 15/10/18* 4th Raid ,8,8/18) ay ee cad ue 
jemorial service wi eid 
Capt. 16/9/18* 10th Somme 1918 memm77ne Campden, Caren ater the 
Lieut. 15/10/18* 2nd Raid (17-18/7/18) 407 
C.S.M. 18/10/17* 1/7th Ypres 1917 284 
2/Lieut. 26/7/17* 11th Doiran 1917 231 
Major 4/2/18 9th Kut 1917 224 
Lieut. 18/2/15 2nd Ypres 19140, 30-5 
2/Lieut. 24/9/18" Ist Aisne 1918 in 375 
Capt. Qj4/19* 4th Courtrai we 464-5 
Capt. 3/6/18 1/8th Italy (general) 5 _— 
Lieut. L/1/19* 4th Lys (3,9,18) 419 
Capt. 8/3/19* Ist Douai e 462 
Lieut. 26/9/17" 1/8th (Att. T.M.B.) Ypres 1917 ae _ 
Capt. 2nd France 1918 (general) nee = 
Lieut. Ist Bouchavesnes * 240 
2/Lieut. 4th Raid (8/8/18) 413 
Lieut. & Adjt. 3rd Thiepval (3/9/16 a 190) 
2/Lieut. 2 4th (Galhipoli) SOUTHWOOD, — On March 15, 
wats : 2jLieut. 3rd Ovillers (12/7, ik Ueorteado'Y (ruapr so Ware 
gee H. FitzM. Capt. & Adjt. 4th Langemarck 1 turd Sh seamen of 29, Straifen Unicr, 
ard, R.H. Lieut. 28th Hill 120 ‘Such Toved: husband’ of rican, fuiner 
ieee —bar Capt. 2/8th Valenciennes * Sonat .and,prapstecier, af, Rotors. and 
“hens, K. T. 2/Lieut. 3rd Lys 30 tS on” Mowers inaytee wont a8 
e ‘enson, S. A. Lieut. llth Doiran 1917 Hewatanad 2gg%adag: Heverstock nit. 
ip 2 enson-Featherstonhaugh, Capt. Staff France 1917 (general)... _ 
A. J. 
bi ens, W. C. 2/Lieut. 26/9/17* Ist Ypres 1917 wn 274 
ay » —bar Capt. & Adjt. 26/7/18* Ist Somme 1918 ww B40 
Rlenson, RW. Capt. 119 28th France 1918 (general). = 
2/Lieut. 4/2;18* (Att. i2th Norfolk) J*rance 1917 (general)... ~ 
Capt. L/LjAT 4th France 1916 (general) ae, _ 
Capt. 3/6/19 Mth France 1918 (general)... —_ 
Capt. LLj5j1T* Ist Bouchavesnes et 240). 
Capt. VWs 2nd France 1917 (general)... _— 
2/Licut. 22/9/16* zjsth Fromelles a, 193 
2S 2/Licut. 3/6/16 9 4th France 1916 (general)... _ 
2/Lieut. 3/6/18 4th France 1917 (general) a ped 
Lieut. 26/7/17* Lith Doiran 1917 eu lal 


NAME 


Thorneloe, J. E. 
Ai ee 

Tomkinson, G. S. 
Tonge, S. B. 
Tooze, H. 
Tough, C. C., 4893 

” ” —hbar 
Turley, J. 


Underhill, E. O. 
Urwick, L. F. 


Vernon, V. L. 
Vint, A. W. 
Vinter, R. B. W. 
Vyvyan, R. E. 


Walford, J. O. 


Walker, Lawson 
Wall, J. R. 
Wallace, G. R. 

pe ras —bar 
Walsh, M. R. 
Warren, R. H. 
Watkins, A. P. 
Watkinson, G. L. 

» on bar 
Watson, G. G. 
Watson, H. W. 
Watts, R. W. A. 
Wilkes, S. H. 
” Rs ~ 2nd bar 
Will, L. J. A. 

ee Tenaen 8 
Williams, W. M. 
Williamson, H. B. 
Willis, J. R. 
Wilmot, T. N. 
Woods, H. W. 
Worster, F.C. 
Wyatt, H. E. 
Wynter, R. C. 


Younghusband, C. H. 


THE AIR FORCE CROSS 


NAME 


THE MILITARY CROSS. 


Rank 


Capt. & Adjt. 
Capt. & Adjt. 


Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
RS.M. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 


Capt. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Major 


Capt. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Licut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
2/Licut. 
2/Licut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 


Lieut. 


Horsficld, H. T. 


Lucy, R.S. 


GazeTTz BATTALION 
16/9/18* 4th 
15/2/19" 4th 


LAT Lith 
8/3/19* 2/8th 
4/6/17 4th 


27/7/16* 2nd 
15/10/18* 2nd 
16/9/18* 2nd 


16/9;18* 3rd 
WIsl7 3rd 


16;9/18* 2nd 
26/9/17" 3rd 
24/6/16* 3rd 


1/1/19 (Att. Sigs.) 
2/4/19" —1/8th 
2/4/19* 1/8th 
8/3/19 4th 
1/A/t9—-2/8th 
Q/17T* 1/7th 
26/5/17* 1/7th 
23/6/15 (Staff) 
15/2/19* 4th 
3/6/18 14th 
8/3/19* 1/8th 
2/4/19* —1/8th 
18/7/17* 1/7th 
LAF 

10/1/17* 2nd 
4/6/17 1/8th 


26/9/17" 1/8th 
2/12/18* 1/8th 
VT (Staff) 
1/2/19% 4th 
2/12/18* Ist 
18/6/17" 4th 
18/10/17* 1/8th 
27/7/16* 2nd 
26/7/18* 14th 
24/9/18* Ist 
20/10/16* 4th 
4/617 4th 


26/7/18" 2/sth 


Rank 


(Att. R.A.F.) 
(Att. R.A.F 


Capt. 
Major 
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ENGAGEMENT Page 
Lys 1918 34 
Ypres 1918 . 4567 
Somme 1916 178: 
Valenciennes fi! 
Arras 1917 ee) 
France 1915 (general)... = 
Somme 1918 —~ 7 
Neuve Eglise - 3% 
Kemmel 


UNDERMILL.- 
France 1916 (genera wie Se: 


Iara 


Neuve Eglise’ 


Westhoek SRS caves: 

Vimy Ridge 1916 soe 
France 1918 (general) ee - 
Selle 

Sambre 

Courtrai 


France 1918 (general) 
Le Sars (2-4/12/16) 
Epehy 

France 1915 (general) 
Ypres 1918 

March 1918 
Beaurevoir 

Selle 

Gillemont Farm 
Somme 1918 

Le Transloy 

Somme, Winter 1916 
Ypres 1917 

Raid (Italy) 

France 1916 (general) 
Ypres 1918 457 


OPPY WHA —oe SE 
Arras “% shy 2 
Ypres gf Thy 
Auch: 
»Somn 2 
Aisne 
Raid 
Arras MONDAY-APRIL 14 1958 

J ATKINS 
Somn LIEUT.-COL. ALP. W ATKE 


ites =" 


Licutenant 
who dic 
since 


d suddenly last week, ha 


945 the secretary ot a i FY 


was still in | 


new Wine eh had be bw 
ne ci eas reached pear 
the 1 , 


26000 cessful secretary and con 
a he successful secretas oA 
Ce large social and res geatial b 
trol on th an enormous men 

en of all 5 
¢ administra 


t sound judgment and the highes' 


— 


THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL 


NAME 


Adauns, C., 15920 
tinder, J. P., 5619 
~<t, P., 13388 
Vets ‘i, 11891 
bs 1 ibee, A. S., 43345 
“ tnson, A. E., 21009 
Atkinson, R., 241001 
Avery, A., 1212 


Baker, A. E., 11398 
Baldwin, R., 9736 
» ” —bar 

Banner, F., 8834 
Banner, J. W., 9954 
Barber, A., 15630 
Batchelor, R., 66258 
Beagin, J., 1703 


Beniams, H., 11788 
a - §, 16079 
with La 11277 

Ea, ». W., 200010 
2 (panel Fame), aR, "12901 
vlan F.C) 10078 


» Roothman, A. G., 23209 


rf 
3 «ats i R., 22056 
Bradith, A., 3681 
Brass, G. H. , 38048 
bea ~ks, J. N,, 200336 
“T om, W.T. A, 52274 


ilder, E. J., 12424 
1 alder, J., 22964 
artwright, A. J., 200844 
artwright, G. H., 2675 
nance J., 11334 
herry, W. D., 25177 
hilton, W., 201454 
hurches, TV: ., 9343 
are, R. Ae D: 
‘larke, G., 
‘larke, V. f DALE 532 
Soombes, W. E., 8912 
Zooper, G., 200684 
Sotton, H. J., 15228 
Cox, J., 203367 


1 


" Coyne, T., 20510 


Crump, G., 8713 
» —bar 
* Currell, G. F., 23141 


Daley, W. G., 11837 
Darby, F., 17437 

: Darby, G., 10893 

1 

! 


RANK 


C.O.MS. 


C.S.M. 
Cpl. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
C.S.M. 


C.O.MS. 


Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 
L/Cpl. 
Sergt. 
Sergt. 
Sergt. 
C.S.M. 
L/Cpl. 
Seret. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
C.S.M. 
Pte. 
C.S.M. 
Pte. 


Sergt. 
C.S.M. 
Sergt. 
Sergt. 
RSM. 
Sergt. 
Cpl. 
LjSergt. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
L/Cpl. 
Sergt. 
C.S.M. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


C.O.MS. 


C.S.M. 
Cpl. 


Cpl. 
Pte. 
L/Cpl. 


(" D.C.M.") 


(227, with 8 ‘ bars’) 


Gazette BAatTTALion 


3/6/19* 4th 
6/9/15* 4th 
5/8/15* 4th 
3/6/15* 4th 
12/3/19* Ist 
18/6/17* 4th 
18/2/19" 1/8th 
1/5/18* 4th 


22/10/17* Ist (Att. T.M.b.) 
1/1/15* = 2nd 
14/1/16* 2nd 
22/9/16* 3rd 
1/1/15" 2nd 
19/11/17* loth 
12/3/19* Ist 
23/6/15* 1/7th 
L/A/L7* Ist 
3/6/19* 14th 
14/1/16* 2nd 
18/2/19*. 3rd 
23/6/15* Ist 
22/9/16* Ist 
27/7/16* 3rd 


3/10/18* 2nd 
14/1/16" 2nd 
1/1/15* 2nd 
29/8) 17* 9th 
4/3/18*  1/7th 
12/3/19* Ist 


19/11/17* 10th 
2/8th 
loth 
2/7th 
Ist 
14th 
2/8th 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd (Att. Sigs.) 
2/8th 
2nd 
1/7th 
9th 
2/7th 
9th 
1/1/18" Ist 
30/10/18* Ist 
16/8/17* 3rd 
28/3/18* 4th 
4/6/17" loth 
18/2/15* Ist 
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ENGAGEMENT 


Ypres 1918 
3rd Krithia 
Krithia 

Ist Krithia 
Douai 

Arras 1917 
Honnechy 
Cambrai 1917 


Contalmaison 
Mons 

Loos 

Thiepval (7/7/16) 
Mons 

Ypres 1917 
Oppy 

Le Gheer 19/4/15 
Contalmaison 
Canal du Nord 
Loos 

Shepherd’s Redoubt 
Neuve Chapelle 
Contalmaison 
Vimy 

Neuve Eglise 
Loos 

Aisne 1914 

Kut 1917 

Ypres 1917 
Oppy 


Ypres 1917 
Valenciennes 
Somme 1918 
(10/10/16) 

Ypres 1917 (gencral) 
Ancre 1916 
Cambrai 1917 
Festubert 

Neuve Eglise 

Ypres 1914 

Raid 15/11/17 

Loos 

Ypres 1917 
Mesopotamia 1917 
Cambrai 1917 

Kut 1917 

Ypres 1917 (general) 
Aisne 1918 
Messines 1917 


Cambrai 1917 (30/11/17) ..... 
Grandcourt (17-18/11/16)..... 


Raid 3/1/15 


DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL. 


NAMB Rank GazETTE BATTALION ENGAGEMENT Pact 
Darwood, J., 8087 Sergt. 12/3/19* 2nd Selle ee a Se 47 
Davies, J. F., 12882 C.S.M. 3/6/18* 3rd France 1917 (general) - 
Davis, A., 22836 L/Cpl. 26,11/17* 2nd Menin Road 26/9/17 a ad 
Davis, W., 8183 L/Cpl. 19/8;16* 2nd Auchy Raid J oles 
Day, F. W., 10070 Sergt. Lljl19* 2nd Neuve Eglise Da oS 
Day, M., 543 Sergt. 3,6,16* = 1/7th (22-23/12, 15) ae ee 
Deeley, A., 201435 Pte. 22/10/17" 4th Langemarck 1917 se Aor 
Donovan, E., 2911 Pte. 14/1/16* 1/8th France 1915 (general) me = 
Drinkall, R., 9884 Sergt. 3/6/15" 3rd Spanbroek Mill toe 5 
Edge, S., 10030 L)Sergt. 16/5/16* 4th 3rd Krithia 
Edwards, E., 8070 Sergt. 3/10;18* 2nd - Neuve Eglise e 
Edwards, H., £725 Sergt. 18/2/15* Ist Raid 3/1/15 2 
Edwards, W. E., 240492 Sergt. 18/6/17* = 1/8th Templeux an 
Egan, J., lu3v8 Sergt. 3/6/19* = Ist Douai eee 
Eggleton, J., 29772 L/Cpl. 26/3;17* 14th Ancre 
Elliott, R. W., 241u52 L/Sergt. 28/3/18* 2/8th Cambrai 1917 . 

Ellis, G., 8525 Sergt. 1/1/15* 2nd Gheluvelt 
Evans, H., 8910 Pte. 18/2/15* st Raid 3/1/15 
Evans, J. L., 10808 Pte. 3/6/18* Ist Ypres 1917 (general) 
Farley, H. J., 5061 RSM. 3/6;18* 10th Ypres 1917 (general) Pe os 
Faulkner, H., 240126 Sergt. 18,2/19* 1/8th Sambre dal 
Felix, C., 4833 RSM. 3/6,15* 4th Ist Krithia oe NS 
Fellows, [L. A., 200107” Sergt. 18/2/19" 1/7th Raid on Sec 2. 483 
Field, F., 20281 Sergt. 12/3/19* 2nd Selle ce oa 
Forrest, J. W., 12361 Sergt. 16/8/17* 3rd Messines 1917 eee SERS 
Fox, T.C., 15v4 L/Cpl. 5/8/15* = 1/8th Patrol 24/6/15 ee, lly 
Frazier, E., 10690 Pte. 23/6/15* Ist Neuve Chapelle oe 61 
ie a —bar Cpl. 5/8/15* Ist Aubers Ridge nee) pce 
Fudger, S., 29988 Pte. 22/10/17* Ist Ypres 1917 : 274 
Gardner, A. J., 18682 L/Cpl. 22/9/16* 10th La Boisselle oe lel 
Gathergood, D. J., 5657 LiCpl. 11/12/16* 2/7th (30/10/16) et) 
Gifford, A. J., 238149 Pe. Ist Douai ee uP) 
Gillard, A. S., 5/8811 Cpl. 9th Bait Isa : EN 
Gillett, W., luv Sergt. 18h France 1915 (general) : ia 
Gisbourne, H., 240099 Cpl. 18th Templeux is eae 
Godson, D., 29813 Pte. 3rd Ypres 1917 ee) 
Gould, A., 8757 Sergt. Ist Douai cote MOAAS: 
Greenway, F., 11982 Cpl. 2nd Somme 1916 (general) = 
Greenwoud, E., 14961 Pte. 2nd estubert , 7 
Grinnell, G. W., 33305 Sergt. 2nd Clery Raid * a) 
Guest, T., 12793 Sergt. Ist Bouchavesnes : at 
Hackett, C., 11754 C.S.M. 4th Le Transloy c an 
Halfpenny, G. H., 1974 Pte. ; 1/8th France (genera!) 1916 ae 
Harding, W., £1052 Pte. 26/11/17" 4th Ypres 1917 tr od 
Harley, F. H.S., 16370 Pte. LL/5/l7* Ist Bouchavesnes ale @ pel 
Hayes, J., 8297 Pte. 23)6,15* (Att. R.E.) i 
Head, G. H., 56 Sergt. 22.916" 1/7th Ovillers (18-19/7/16) IS! 
Hirschiield, F., L0415 Sergt. 16/5/16* 4th 3rd Krithia R = 
Hullyoake, J., Sergt. 14/1/16* 3rd France 1915 (general) 2. 0 
Homer, W, 20124 L;Cpl. 3.10/18* loth -\isne 1918 : & 
Hudson, J., 2426 L/Cpl. 1,1/17* 18th (att. T.M.B.) Ovillers 17/7/16 Se Dares 
Hughes, A. E., £1518 Pte. 18/2/19* 4th Ypres 1918 ie 
Hutchings, F. J. S., 57599 Pte. 30/10/18* 2nd Raid 17-18/7/18 Rode 
Ince, A. E., 7145 Seryt. 3/6/15" 3rd Spanbroek Mill Se Oe 
Janes, T., 9717 Pte. 22/9/16* Ist Contalmaison a 3 
Jasper, C., 10803 Pte. 16/8/17* 8rd Messines 1917 a OO 
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Name Rank 
Jeff, R., 2378 Pte. 
Jelfs, G. W., 241572 Pie. 
Jenkins, A., 240754 C.S.M. 
Johnson, J., 17763 Cpl. 
Jones, A. H., 2829 Sergt. 
Joseph, E., 9189 Sergt. 
Jowett, F. D., 8298 Sergt. 
Kay, A. E., 19702 Sergt. 
Kearney, C., 11107 Pte. 
Kemp, A. E., 10968 Sergt. 
Kendal, J., 11663 Cpl. 
Key, F. H., 13087 Sergt. 
King, A., 18509 Pte. 
King, B., 17934 Sergt. 
King, F. W., 241118 L)cpl. 
Knowles, F., 23291 Pte. 
Lamb, F. E., 12944 Sergt. 
Leach, J. J., 6674 C.O.MS. 
Leedham, J., 9221 C.S.M. 
Leighton, J., 240002 C.S.M. 
Little, H. O., 7921 R.Q.MS. 
Lively, C. E., 12739 Pte. 
Lloyd, E., Bul4 L/Cpl. 
Malone, W. T., 9065 Pte. 
Mann, H. G., 20419 Pte. 
Mansell, W., 9917 Pte. 
—-bar Cpl. 
Marchant, WB. , 200573 L/Cpl. 
Ma asters, H., 9199 Cpl. 
Pte. 

j C.S.M. 
Mee, 2 F 235254 Sergt 
Melmott, E., 14765 Pte. 
Merritt, J., 30497 Pte. 
Millins, P. G., 55293 Cpl. 


Mills, S., 6578 
Mogg, A. H., 19244 
Moure, A. J., 200849 


Moore, W., 12024 


Morgan, D. G. L., 9077 


Morgan, F. G., 5174 


DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT 


Morris, J., 8926 L/Cpl. 
Morrow, F. A., 14512 Sergt. 
Oakes, J., 200496 Pte. 
Oakley, J., 200809 Sergt 
Owins, D. M., 5105 Sergt 
Peninela W. G., 5778 C.O.M.S 
Pardue, J., 8314 Sergt 
Parkes, J. 2563 Sergt 
Parsons, W. J., 38027 Cpl. 
Pearse, W.G T., 45237 L/Cpl. 
Phillips, S., 55271 C.S.M. 
- - —bar C.S.M. 
a iB —2nd bar CSM. 
Pitt, W., 240457 Sergt 


GAZETTE 
5/8/15* 
18/6/17* 
1/1/18* 
22/ 10/17* 
26) 1jAy = 
1/l/ly* 
26/9/16* 


3/10/13" 
18/2/15* 
1/1/15" 

Laj1s* 

1yjA/l7* 
12/3/19* 
3/10/18" 
28/3/18* 
14/1/16* 


5/8/15* 
6,9/15* 
1/1/19" 
12/3/19* 
3/6/19* 
1l/15* 
3/6/19* 


6/11/14* 
28/3/18* 
18/2/15* 
3/6/15* 
18;6/17* 
11/12/16* 
L/1/ig9* 
23/6/15" 
3/0/18" 
2/2/16" 
12)3/17* 
1/1/19* 
hijis* 
3/9/18" 
3/6/19" 
22 10/17" 
26: LL/17* 
14/1/16* 
14/1/16* 
1/1/17* 


18/6/17* 
30/10/18* 
1)1/15* 


1)1/15* 
1ljla* 
14/1/16* 
26/4/17 
26/L1/17* 
4/6/17* 
30/1, 18* 
12/3/19* 
18/7) 17* 


BATTALION 
1/8th 
1/8th 
2/8th 

4th 

17th 

Ist 

3rd 


3rd 

3rd (att. Si 
2nd 

4th 

4th 

Ist 

loth 

2/8th 

3rd 


3rd 
4th 
3rd 
1/8th 
Ist 
2nd 
2nd 


3rd 
9th 
3rd 
3rd 
1/7th 
4th 
14th 
2nd 
10th 
9th 
9th 
Ist 
1/7th 
4th 
Lith 
Ist 
4th 
Ist 
2nd 
3rd 


1/7th 
2nd 


2nd 
2nd 
17th 


4th 
(a) 
10th 
Ist 
1/8th 


MEDAL. 


gs.) 


ENGAGEMENT 
Patrol 24/6/15 
Templeux 
Ypres 1917 (general) 
Langemarck 1917 
Raid 4/12/16 
Rosiéres 
Thicpval 24/8/16 


Kemmel (26/4/18) 


Gheluvelt 


Cambrai 1917 (30/11/17) 


Somme 1916 

Oppy 

Messines 1918 
Cambrai 1917 
France 1915 (general) 


Bellewaarde 
3rd_Krithia 

Aisne 1918 (general) 
Beaurevoir 

Aisne 1918 
Langemarck 1914 
France 1918 (general) 


Le Cateau 

Kut 1917 
Ploegsteert 7/11/14 
Spanbroek Mill 
Ronssoy (13/4/17) 
Le Transloy 
Beaussart (20/7/18) 
Mons & Aisne 1914 
Somme 1918 

Sari Bair 

Kut 1917 

Aisne 1918 

Ypres 1917 (general) 
Lvs 1918 

Italy (general) 
Ypres 1917 (31/7; 
Ypres 1917 (9/10; 
Neuve Chape lle 
Loos 

Thiepval 7/7/16 


7 
a 


) 
) 


Ronssoy (13/4,17) 
Piavé 
Langeinarck 1914 


Aisne 1914 

Aisne 1914 

Raid 30/1/16 

Kut 1917 

Ypres 1917 (9/10/17) 


Aisne 1918 
Deouai 1918 
Gillemunt Farm 


(a) Then in the Gloucestershire Regiment. 
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NAME Rank 

Polain, W. G., 14900 Pte. 
Porteous, G., 40022 Sergt. 
Potter, F., 16207 Sergt. 
Price, C., 9845 Sergt. 
Pugh, J., 39647 Sergt. 
Reece, R., 12112 L/Cpl. 
Richards, C., 10324 L/Cpl. 
Riggs, F. E., 11299 Pte. 
Riley, J., 12877 Pie. 
Roberts, W., 240220 Cpl. 
Roper, S., 2496 Pie. 
Rose, C., 1356 L/Cpl. 
Royals, F.H.S., 200569 L/Sergt. 
Ryan, T., 9737 C.S.M. 
Russon, ‘I’. W., 41794 C.S.M. 
Sabin, E., 20315 L/Cpl. 
Salt, B., 201174 Sergt. 
Samson, G., 10270 R.Q.M.S. 
Sanders, A., 12063 Sergt. 
Saveall, A. S., 10970 L/Cpl. 
Seale, W., 6345 Sergt. 
Sealey C., 201150 Sergt. 
Sheffield A., 44296 Pte. 
Shenton, W., 15676 L/Cpl. 
Sheppard, H., 9838 Sergt. 
Sherwood, A. T. J., 240119 Sergt. 

3 a is —bar Sergt. 
Simkins, A. J., 202343 C.S.M. 
Slim, T. F., 7284 C.S.M. 
Smith, A., 8816 L/Cpl. 
Smith, H., 13323 Sergt. 
Smith, H., 8955 Sergt. 
Smith, J., 15167 Pte. 
Smith, W. J., 39708 Sergt. 
Smith, W. R., 25093 Cpl. 
Smout, S., 200388 Sergt. 
Spencer, H. C., 17263 Pte. 
Spilsbury, A. W. J., 2881 Sergt. 
Startin, W. J., 10733 Sergt. 
Suffolk, W., 9688 Pte. 
Summer, D. C., 8827 S.M. 
Sutton, F., 6551 L/Sergt. 
Taylor, F., 240414 Pte. 
Taylor, G., 200655 Sergt 
Thatcher, M., 200554 Cpl. 
Thomas, R., 7091 Pte. 
Thompson, S., 13422 Sergt 
Tibbets, G., 8645 Cpl. 
Tibbetts, H., 2529 Pre. 
Tolley, W. H., 9138 RSM 
Tombs, A., 1602 Sergt 
Tromans, J 5 Cpl. 
Trotman, 3: C.Q.M.S 
Tucker, G. H., 7608 Sergt. 
Wanklin, A., 240026 Sergt 
Weavings, W., 11385 Sergt 
Webb, H., 9182 C.S.M 


DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL. 


GazEITE 
3/6/16* 
24/1/17" 
26/7/17* 
22/9/16* 
3/6/19* 


6/9/15* 
22/10/17* 
3/6/15* 
3/6/15* 
18/2/19* 
26/9/16* 
14/1/16* 
1/1/19* 
3/6/16* 
13/2/19* 


26/7/17* 
4/3/18* 
1/1/18* 
20/11/17* 
14/1/16* 
12/3/19* 
30/1/20 
30/10/18* 
26/9/16" 
16/11/15* 
15/11/18" 
18/2/19* 
1/1/19* 
23/6/15" 


14/1/16* 
3/9/18* 
12/3/19" 
2/2j16* 
18/2/19* 
26/6/18* 
30/10/18* 
14/11/16* 
1/1/17* 
14/1/16* 
3/6/15* 
14/1/16* 
1/1/15* 


22/10/17* 
3/6, 19* 
18/6 /17* 
3/6/19* 
26/7/17" 
23/6/15" 
22/9/16" 
3/6/16" 
22/9/16" 
14/1/16* 
3/10/18* 
22/10/17* 
3/6) 18* 
3/6/19* 
23/6, 15* 


536 


BATTALION 


9th 


llth 
3rd 
2/8th 


4th 
Ist 
Ist 
Ist 
1/8th 
1/7th 
1/7th 
1/ith 
luth 
4th 


2nd 
2/7th 
Lith 
4th 
2nd 
Ist 
2/8th 
2nd 
3rd 
znd 
1/8th 
1/8th 
4th 
3rd 


Ist 
3rd. 
4th 
9th 
4th 
2nd 
1/8th 
2nd (att. T.M.B.) 
273th 
znd 
3rd 
2nd 
2nd 


1/8th 
2/sth 
Lith 
14th 
3rd 
znd 
17th 
9th 
17th 
Ist 
2nd 
3rd 


V/7th 
Ist 
Ist 


ENGAGEMENT 
Sari Bair 


Doiran 1917 
Thiepval (7/7/16) 
Lys (3/9/18) 


Krithia (3/7/15) 
Ypres ne (31/7; 17) 
Neuve Chapelle 
Neuve Chapelle 
Sambre 

Ovillers 2/8/16 
France 1916 (general) 
Italy (general) 
France 1916 (general) 
Ypres 1918 


Croisilles 
Raid 24/10/17 
Macedonia (general) 
Ypres 1917 
Festubert oe 
Oppy se 
St. Quentin a 
Raid 17-18,7/18 se 
Thiepval 24;3/16 
Loos 
Raid 
Selle 
La Motte (May 1918) 
Richebourg St. Vaast 

15,10, 14 
France 1915 (general) 
Lys 1918 (12,3, 18) 
Courtrai 
Sari Bair 
Ypres 1918 
(17/3/18) 
Piavé 
Delville Wood 
Moated Grange 23,8 16 
Fcstubert 
Spanbroek Mill 
Loos Pee. 
Gheluvelt 
Ypres 1917 
Lys (3/9/18) 
Ronssoy (13,+,17) 
Martinsart (9,4, 18) 
Raid 2-3/6/17 
(1/1/15) 
Ovillers 15 7/16 
Gallipoli (general) _ 
Ovillers Sane a 
Neuve Chapclle 38 
Neuve Eglise an 
Ypres 1917 ibe 


Somme 1916 (general) — -.- 


Oppy (general) = 
Neuve Chapelle on 


NAME 
vedgbury, E., 1426 
yelch, E., 4310 
fells, J., 8249 
yells, R. H., 28000 
vhecler, W. H., 240017 
yhittington, B., 12133 
Vilkinson, S., 22586 
villiams, J., 6520 
villiams, J., 13588 
‘vodhouse, T. W., 41232 
yoodward, A., 240504 
vorsley, B., 12509 


ates, H., 8932 

” ” —bar 
eates, F., 48076 
oung J.D. 19369 


DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT 


RANK 


Sergt. 


GAZETTE 
1/1/17* 
5/8/15* 
23/6/15* 
30/1/26 
22/10/17* 
3/6/15* 
3/10/18* 
30/1/20 
5/8/15* 
12/3/19* 
18/7/17* 
3/6/1G* 


18/2/19* 
10/1/20* 
3/10/18* 
29/8/17" 
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BATTALION 
1/8th 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
1/8th 
3rd 
2nd 
4th 
Ist 
Ist 
1/8th 
4th 


2nd 
2nd 
10th 
9th 


MEDAL. 


ENGAGEMENT 


France. 1916 (general) 
Festubert 

France 1915 (general) 
France 1918 (general) 
Ypres 1917 
Spanbroek Mill 
Neuve Eglise 

France 1918 (general) 
Aubers Ridge 

Douai 

Gillemont Farm 
Krithia 


Selle 

Pursuit to Mons 
Messines 1918 
Kut 1917 


Name AnD Rectt. No. 


Abbot, C. J. F., 7418 
Abbott, P.G., 8264 
Adams, A. E., 59399 
Adams, S., 7574 
Adey, W., 11483 
Adkins, L., 240150 
Ainslie, W. J., 6801 
Alcock, G., 10176 
Allday, A. T., 57586 
Allen, H., 10604 
Allsworth, E., 35804 
Amos, A., 241811 
Andrews, W., 201860 
Anstey, J. W., 14379 
Arnold, R., 8268 
Ash, H. W., 11686 
Ashford, C., 9337 
Ashman, F. W., 29992 
Ashman, J., 201483 
Ashmole, W., 22623 
Astles, J., 11040 
Aston, I. C., 200920 
Aston, W., 12817 
Atkins, G., 12905 
Atkins, W., 8983 
Atkinson, R., 241001 
” o —bar 
Auden, J., 30282 
Austin, A. H., 11353 
Austing, G. A., 7199 


Badland, T. R., 203432 

” ” ~ bar 
Bailey, H., 10652 
Bailey, H. W., 46286 
Bailey, W. K., 40374 
Baker, A. E., 11398 
Baker, J. H., 40805 
Balding, M. J., #1279 
Baldwin, A. J., 13190 
Ballard, M.C., 202522 
Banner, G., 241792 
Bannister, J., 201716 
Barker, L., 11406 
Barlow, G., 1658 
Barnbrook, G., 44355 
Barr, A. J., 42967 
Barrett, E., 1 
Bartlett, H., 
Bartlett, W., 


Basterfield, H., 10673 
Bate, A., 13268 
Bateman, S. T., 2365 


THE MILITARY MEDAL 


(“M.M.”) 

RANK GAZETTE NAME AND REGTL. No. 
L/Cpl 11/10/16 Bates, T., 26371 
Pre. 13/9/18 Battle, J. H., 8722 
Sgt 23/7/19 Baxter, M. J., 6453 
Set. 11/10/16 Baylis, H., 45963 
Pte. 14/5/19 Bayliss, J. J., 18310 
L/Sgt 26/5/17 Beaman, A., 8221 
Set. 17/4/17 Bearcroft, W. E., 1962u 
L/Cpl. 3/6/16 Beasant, J., 51028 
Pte. 23/7/19 Beatty, T., 242555 
Pte. 1/9/16 Bedford, W., 25785 
Pte. 29/8/18 Beesley, V., 46131 
Pte. 26/4/17 Bell, G. T., 200488 
Pte. 2/11/17 Beniams, H., 11788 
A/Cpl. 13/3/19 Bennctt, C., 263167 
L/Cpl. 17/6/19 Bennett, J., 8793 
Sgt. 14/9/16 Bentley, G., 23525 
Pte. 17/12/17 Billingham, J. E., 204028 
Cpl. 17/6/19 Bingham, W., 12103 
Pte. 2/11/17 Birch, F., 1884 
L/Cpl 13/9/18 Birch, F., 242394 
Sgt. 11/11/16 Bird, A., 202016 
Cpl. 26/5/17 Birkett, L. W., 200010 
Cpl. 20/8/19 Bishop, A., 201605 
Pte. 1/9/16 Blakeway, E., 2008 
Sgt. 20/8/19 Blakeway, W., 35376 
Set. 24/1/19 Blood, W. J., 16104 
C.S.M 23/7/19 Bloomer, J., 19282 
Pte. 25/4/18 Bloomer, J., 15092 
Cpl. 14/9/16 Bloomer, 5., 52266 
Pte. 18/7/17 Blunt, N., 25091 

Body, W. T., 4895 

Bosley, W., 16594 
Pte 29/8/18 Boulton, S., 13628 
Pte. 7/10/18 Boulter, W. A., 37762 
Pte. 14/1/18 Bowler, L., 242533 
Pte. 21/10/18 Bowley, G., 12713 
Pte. 14/1/18 Boyd, C. F., 40087 
L-Cpl 23/8; 16 Bradbury, J. T., 201789 
Pee. 21/10/18 Bradley, H., 241043 
Pre. 29/3/19 Bradlvy, W. E., 15291 
Cpl. 28/9/17 Bradshaw, J. H., 24949 
Pte. 14/5/19 Brazier, J., 27871 
Pte. 26/4/17 Breeze, A., 201564 
Pte. 29/3/19 x4 ‘a —-ar 
L:Cpl 10/8,16 a a — 2nd bar 
L-Cpl 21/10, 16 Bridge, W., 30413 
Cpl. 21/10/18 Bridges, T. J., 201978 
Pte. 29,8, 18 Bridges, W. J., 241155 
Pte. 11/10/16 Briggs, IL., 240106 
Pte. 6/L)NT Bright, A. E., 15321 
L/Cpl 17/417 Brighton, A., 200527 
L‘Cpl 145/19 * a —bar 
L/Cpl 20,8 19 Brouks, W. F., 12043 
Sxi. 20/8, 19 a Ny — bar 
Cpl. 28/7/17 Brooks, W. J., 42060 
L,Cpl 1/11/16 Brown, L., 201939 
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Isaac 


at 
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Asie 
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2st 


2h 


aur 


us| 


Whe 


he 


ae, 


pei - 


cones 


this 


NAME AND REGTL. No. 


3rown, R., 9333 
3rown, S., 6429 
3rownsword, G., 23676 
Bruton, T. A., 691 
Bryant, W. R., 9575 
Bullivant, G. T., 8576 
Bullock, B., 200928 
Buncle, R. B., 8709 
Burtle, T., 41961 
Burton, A., 18322 
Burton, F., 200278 
Butler, A. H., 16913 
Butler, L. J., 6912 
Buttall, F. A., 64030 
Butterfield, A., 43699 
Byng, H., 240072 


Calder, J., 22964 
Callear, R., 9458 
Calvin, C. J., 9239 
Candlin, F., 241088 
Capewell, A., 12564 
Capewell, F. H., 12717 
Carpenter, G. W., 10769 
Carpenter, H. L., 41788 
Carter, A., 27961 
Carter, G., 46191 
Carter, G., 201199 
Carter, W., 980 
Casey, G., 12120 
Cash, W., 12561 
Casher, B., 51038 
Casson, J., 6350 
Chance, T., 11141 
Chancellor, F., 203362 
Channings, W., 52938 
Chaplin, A. H., 12867 
Chard, E., 9113 
Chesterton, G. H., 8846 
io * —bar 
Churchley, A. C., 43425 
Clark, G., 13257 
Clarke, A., 242357 
Clarke, A. Z., 11493 
Clarke, F. C., 16072 
Clarke, H., 201857 
Clarke, R., 17951 
Clay, C. A., 241268 
Clem, J., 7675 
 Clewley, J., 8487 
Clift, G. H., 242358 
Coggs, G. J., 202126 


Coleman, T. H. C., 240596 


6s a — bar 
Coles, S. H., 40827 
Coles, W. E., 41814 
Collier, T., 242070 
Collins, H. J., 1464 

” » bar 
Compton, E. A., 20586 
—bar 


THE MILITARY MEDAL. 


Ranx GazETTE 
Sgt. 19/3/18 
C.S.M 11/10/16 
L/Cpl 17/12/17 
Sgt. 11/11/16 
C.S.M 14/9/16 
Pte. 7/10/18 
Pte. 14/5/19 
Sgt. 18/10/17 
Pte. 23/7/19 
Cpl. 18/6/17 
Set. 21/10/18 
Pte. 12/12/17 
Sgt. 11/10/16 
Sgt. 20/8/19 
Pte. 17/6/19 
Cpl. 26/5/17 
Set. 12/6/18 
Sgt. 11/10/16 
L/Cpl 11/10/16 
Pte. 12/6/18 
Cpl. 17/6/19 
Cpl. 11/10/16 
L/Cpl 14/1/18 
Sgt. 11/2/19 
Pte. 12/12/17 
Cpl. 23/7/19 
Cpl. 24/1/19 
L/Sgt 11/11/16 
Pte. 3/6/16 
Pte. 

Pte. 

Sgt. 

Sgt. 

Pte. 

Pte. 

L/Cpl 

Pte. 

Pte 

Pte. 

Pte. 

Pte. 23'7/19 
Pte. 23/7/19 
Cpl. 1/9/16 
Set. 11/12/18 
Pte. 26/5/17 
L/Cpl 11/2/19 
Pte. 21/17 
Sgt. 11/10/16 
Pte. 1/9/16 
L/Cpl. 23/7/19 
Pte. 293/19 
Cpl 241/19 
Set 23,7/19 
Pte 18/10/17 
Pte 25/4/18 
Pte 23/2/18 
Set 26/5/17 
Set. LI/LL/16 
L/Cpl 174/17 
L/Cpl 18/7/17 
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Nameg anv Rectt. No. 


Conely, A. J., 9987 


Coney, E., 40568 
Constable, B. J., 167 
Constable, S., 7980 
Cook, D., 17054 

—bar 


is » __—bar 
Cooke, L. C., 29770 
Cooksey, C. H., 202500 
Coombes, J., 12720 
Cooper, E., 12837 
Cooper, G., 20355 
Cooper, S., 41978 
Cooper, T., 10574 
Cooper, W., 12232 
Cope, H., 3167 
Corbett, A., 240244 
Corbett, E. C., 2221 
Corbett, J., 8121 
Cornfield, H., 19905 


Cook, W., 10233 


Cotterell, O. A. J., 39678 


Cotterill, J., 10170 
Cottle, W., 242089 
Cox, F. T., 35155 
Cox, J., 17807 

Cox, R. B., 3288 
Crawford, A., 241€6 
Crisp, G., 9120 
Cross, C., 235231 
Crump, J. W., 12094 
Crumplin, F., 44297 
Crutchley, J. G., 31225 
Cubberley, T., 11120 
Cull, E. G., 242194 
Curry, W. E., 26041 


Dale, R., 202644 
Dalton, E., 33457 
Dalton, P., 202056 
Damsell, G. F., 30552 
Dangerfield, A., 15824 
Darby, A., 200992 
Darwood, J., 8087 
Dash, E. W., 240624 
Davidson, W., 12822 
Davies, A., 23732 
Davies, C. F., 30061 
ion. 
Davies, H., 11497 
Davies, J., 15755 
Davis, A., 7887 
Davis, E. J., 240599 
Davis, G., 39779 
Davis, J., 1728 
Davis, R., 40808 
Davis, W., 203506 
Davis, W. F., 5981 
Day, W., 204272 
Day, W. G., 11732 


GAZETTE 
17/4/17 
17/12/17 
23/7/19 
22/1/17 
28/1/18 
28/7/17 
29/8/18 
14/1/18 
13/11;18 
26/3/17 
24/1/19 
14/5/19 
14/1/18 
1/9/16 
17/6/19 
11/10/16 
29/8/18 
21/10/16 
2/11/17 
11/11/16 
6/1/17 
28/7/17 
7/10/18 
13/9/18 
17/6/19 
18/10/17 
6/1/17 
11/11/16 
29/8/18 
13/9/18 
17/6/19 
6/1/17 
23/7/19 
19/3/18 
11/10/16 
30/1/20 
26/3/17 


93/7/19 


29/3/19 
14/1/18 
20/8/19 
11/10/16 
20/3/19 
ISON 
219/16 
17 6/19 
2147 
T1016 
23 7/19 
19/2/17 


Namez and Rect. No. 


Deacon, H. L., 235439 
Deakin, F., 10290 
Deakin, J. T., 12797 
Dean, W. H., 22246 
Dean, S. H., 242360 
Deboo, J., 41673 
Dell, T., 39865 
Denning, E., 9957 
Denning, V., 12810 
Derrick, H. A., 18375 
Dix, M., 20237 
Dorril, L. W., 202038 
Downing, J. A., 12258 
Draper, A. E., 204540 
Drew, A. E., 1927 
Drew, W. H., 10813 
Driver, G. H., 11297 
Dunne, W., 12832 
Durrant, S., 40103 
Dyer, S., 19477 

» oo bar 


Eagle, E. 202868 
Eagle, H. C., 10736 

» 4 . = bar 
Earridge, H. A., 9302 
Easton, R., 23742 
Eaton, W., 43037 
Edkins, C., 16501 
Egan, J., 10398 
Eggington, ECs 
Elcock, A. E., 200317 
Elder, T. E., 46849 


12277 


12277 


Elleman, C., 9226 
Elliott, R. W., 241052 


Ellis, P., 11718 


ans, C., 30602 
Evans, H., 15875 
Ev ans, H. A., 11693 


E vans, S. E.. 10675 
Everios, C. W., 121-40 
Evers, R., 346 Ot 


Farley, F., 8552 
Faulkner, H., 240126 
Faultless, $., 9071 
Fellows, J., 13271 
Fenton, 
Field, I 


Meld, J. 30097 


8275 


Finney, R., 
Firth, S., 4: 
Fisher, A 
Fisher, J., 332 
Fisher, T. H., 263338 


r aa bar 
Fisher, W. F., 40180 
Flack, ©. S., loot 4 


Florence, WL B,, 
Flowers, A., 36680 


242162 


’ 


AW 


THE MILITARY MEDAL. 


GazErITE 


20/8/19 
11/10 /16 
11/5/17 
16/11/16 
17/6/19 
29/3/19 
11/2/19 
21/10/16 
11/5/17 
10/8/16 
11/11/16 
26/5/17 
14/5/19 
7/10/18 
21/10/16 
11/5/17 
11/10/16 
9/12/16 
13/3/18 
6/1/17 
9/7/17 


14/1/18 
14/9/16 
11/5/17 
11/10/16 
17;6/19 
17/6/19 
GAL AG 
OTT 

14/9/16 
17/6/19 
13/3/19 
23/7/19 
29 8/18 
23, 2/18 
115/17 
W917 
28017 
23,5, 16 
21°10;16 
23, 7/19 
281,18 
3616 

18, 10,17 


193.18 
237/19 
13.9 18 
237 10 
13.9 18 
1B O18 
129 
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NAME AND Rect. No. 
Ford, A. R., 44360 
Forrester, A. A., 15452 
Forshaw, E., 18581 
Foster, T., 9721 
Fowler, B. W., 12998 
Fowler, S., 18422 

Fox, A., 8094 
Fox, M., 17431 
Franklin, S. J., 
Fraser, G., 9920 
Freeman, A. H., 241655 
Freeman, H., 29769 


242102 


Gallagher, T., 9787 

Galley, T. E., 5717 

Gardner, A. J., 18682 
bar 


Gardner, E., 3382 
Gardner, T. H., 27499 
Garrett, C. 1L., 242166 
Garrington, C. W., 16364 
Garwocd, G. H., 11912 
George, E., 242061 

Gu ghee J. €., 23005 
Giles, E. G., 8433 
Gillespie, WA, , 64892 
Gisbourne, A. M., 241362 


Glover, J. A. , 63078 
Godwin, F. E., 25566 
Goldie, (ce 11360 


Goldthorpe, 1A 
Goode, W., 22: 
Goodman, C., 9u75 
Gocdrura, H. L., C4897 
Gouga, W., 201163 
Gower, E. J., 40187 
Gowling, J. H., 37971 
Grant, R., 24780 

Green, F., 201073 
Green, G. 5TIAS 
Green, If., 15703 

Green, W., 15551 
Greenall, H., 44114 
Greenough, P. W., 57822 
Grecnwocd, G., 1hide 
Griffin, W. IL, 240198 
Griffiths, C. AL, 241085 
Giiffiths, J., 12553 
Griffiths, je 
Griffiths, R 
Griffiths, W. ipa 
Griffiths, W. H. 
Grintell, A., 
Grundy, H. 17 
Guest, C., LAO3S1 
Guisc, C, S821 


16427 
pes 10601 
» BOB 


19381 


Hackett, J. HL, 


Hackk 1t, 1 
Tiaden, W 
Hadley, HE. 


NAME AND RgGTL. No, 


Hadley, W., 7836 
Haggan, W. M., 13224 
Halford, R. W., 204073 
Hail, J., 30761 
Hall, M., 11461 
Hall, T., 9819 
Hall, T., 8131 
Hammond, J., 39820 
Hamshaw, H. W., 9764 
Handey, H. S., 200711 
Hands, C. H., 26087 
Hands, J., 12184 
Haney, J., 46155 
Harling, C. H., 13613 
Harper, H., 13319 
Harper, T., 29777 
Harrington, A. J., 9748 
Harris, A. C., 18975 
Harris, B., 23441 
Harris, J., 9462 
Harris, O., 42563 
Harris, W. A., 240860 
Harrison, F., 21153 
Harrison, F., 200604 
Harrold, G., 16085 
Hart, M., 201869 
Hartland, W., 16616 
Hartle, G., 203690 
Harvey, F. G., 27948 
Harvey, J. G., 15008 
i » _ —bar 
Harwood, A. J., 16722 
Hawkins, H., 45208 
Hawkins, V. H., 39821 
Hawthorne, S. E., 19-469 
Haycock, G., 20965 
Haycock, L. W., 1751 
Haywood, A., 21035 
Haywood, C., 38176 
ney ec. J., 19606 
Healey, E., 9937 
Heath, W. R. , 39676 
—bar 
Heaynes, H.. 202636 
Heeley, C., 11540 
Hemming, A., 6111 
Hemming, W., 1194 
Henderson, wW. C., 241609 
Hendley, A., 9032 
Henry, W., 8843 
He “pwood, ‘A, 1766 
Hicks, J. A., 36556 
Higgins, A. E.,, 41150 
Higgins, G., 9263 
Hill, A.'C., 240658 
Hill, C., 200896 
Hill, Gs 9821 
Hil, H. M., 19843 
Hin S:, 27199 
Hill. Ww. , 18458 
Mindley, J., 8067 
Hinett, G. Ww. , 80867 


RANK 


L/Cpl. 
L/Cpl. 


Pte. 


L/Cpl. 


Pte. 
L/Sgt. 
Cpl. 
Pte. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Set. 
Cpl. 
Pte. 
Sgt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Cpl. 
Sgt. 
Pte. 
Sgt. 
Pte. 
Cpl. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


L/Cpl. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


L/Cpl. 


Sgt. 


L/Cpl. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


L/Cpl. 


Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Pte. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 


L/Cpl. 


Cpl. 
Pte. 
Set. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Sgt. 
Pte. 
Cpl. 


L/Cpl. 
L/Cpl. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


L/Cpl. 


THE MILITARY MEDAL. 


GAZETTE 
10/8/16 
28/7/17 
13/9/18 
28/9/17 
14/1/18 
11/10/16 
6/1/17 
18/10/17 
3/6/16 
9/7/17 
11/2/19 
21/9/16 
13/3/19 
29/3/19 
11/10/16 
19/2/17 
3/6/16 
23/8/16 
14/1/18 
14/1/18 
13/9/18 
11/5/17 
9/12/16 
29/3/19 
28/9/17 
26/5/17 
6/1/17 
28/1/18 
4/2/18 
10/8/16 
18/10/17 
13/9/18 
21/10/18 
27/6/18 
18/10/17 
13/11/18 
19/2/17 
9/7/17 
14/1/18 
17/12/17 
13/9/18 
19/3/18 
17/6/19 
29/8/18 
2/4/18 
18/7/17 
11/11/16 
17/6/19 
13.0:18 
11/10/16 
21/10/16 
17/6/19 
176/19 
11/10/16 
14;1/18 
203/19 
1712/17 
17/12/17 
14/118 
21/9/16 
11/16/16 
29/8/18 


S41 


NAME AND REGTL. No. 


Hipkiss, J. W., 202049 
Hiron, G., 38303 
Hirschfeld, F., 10415 
Hitchman, J., 19018 
Hodges, F., 18311 
Hodgetts, A. E., 40644 
—bar 
Hodgkins, w. C., 207286 
Holloway, ie 17113 
Holmes, D., 17781 
Holt, W., 11414 
Homer, S. H., 201594 
Homer, W., 20795 
Hopkins, W. J., 18643 
Horkan, P., 36363 
Horne, S. J., 9060 
Horobin, C. H., 42552 
Hough, H., 6089 
Howard, C., 42728 
Howell, A. T., 16320 
Howell, J. W., 17870 
Howells, T. J., 200685 
Hubball, W., 40134 
Hudd, A. A., 263156 
Hudson, W., 201209 
Hughes, D. J., 42772 
Hughes, F., 241818 
Hull, H., 15790 
Hulland, H. G., 25488 
Humphrey, G. H., 12329 
noo bar 
Humphries, G. R., 40239 
Humphries, S., 11392 
—har 
Humphrics, W., 42450 
Hunnybell, L., 23814 


* Hunt, C., 4520 


Hurley, E. E., 43060 
Hussey, N. Y., 42037 
Huzzey, G. V., 6355 


Ingram, J., 7862 

Insley, F. A., 18515 
Install, F. J. W., 48183 
[orns, J. E., 240953 


Jackson, G. V., 8365 
James, A., 10484 
James, A., 201106 
Jarrett, J., 14969 
Jarvis, L., 8628 
—bar 
Jefferies, F, 8874 
Jelfs, G. W., 241538 
Jennings, W., 240045 
Jew, G. E., 17001 
Jeynes, F. W., 6933 
Johnson, G. IL, P3192 
Johnson, S. 241278 
Johnson, Ww. ae 5384 
Johnson, W. G., 8293 
Jones, A., 15679 


Rank GAZETTE. 
Pte. 14/5/19 
L/Cpl. 14/1/18 
Sgt. 6/1/17 
L/Cpl 14/5/19 
L/Sgt 23/7/19 
Sgt. 23/7/19 
Sgt. 23/7/19 
Sgt. 13/3/19 
Pte. 6/1/17 
L/Cpl 3/6/16 
Cpl. 14/9/16 
Pte. 24/1/19 
Pic. 16/8/17 
Pte. 11/11/16 
Pte. 9/7/17 
Pte. 10/8/16 
Cpl. 9/12/16 
C.Q.M.S 20/8/19 
Pte. 12/12/17 
Cpl. 13/3/19 
Sgt. 13/3/19 
Sgt. 29/3/19 
Cpl. 13/9/18 
Cpl. 23/2/18 
Pte. 29/3/19 
Pre 13/9/18 
Pte 24/1/19 
Pte. 23/8/16 
Sgt. 19/2/17 
L/Cpl 22/1/17 
L/Cpl. 14/5/19 
Pte. 13/9/18 
Sgt. 6/8/18 
Sgt. 7/10/18 
Pte. 11/2/19 
Sgt. 20/8/19 
Pte. 23/8/16 
L/Cpl 17/6/19 
Pte. 21/10/18 
Sgt. 17/12/17 
L/Sgt 1/9/16 
Pte. 12/3/17 
Pte. 21/10/18 
L/Cpl 2/11/17 
Sgt. 29/3/19 
Set. 11/5/17 
C.S.M 13/9/18 
Pte. 21/10/18 
Sgt. 21/10/16 
Sgt. 21/10/18 
Set. 17/12/17 
L/Cpl 13/3/19 
Sgt. 23/7/19 
Pte. 19/2/17 
Pte. 23/7/19 
Pte. 13.11/18 
L/Cpl 139/18 
Sgt. 23/2/18 
Sgt. 28/7/17 
Pte. 12/12/17 


Name AND Rectt, No. 


Jones, B., 23084 
Jones, C., 19857 
Jones, E. H., 241211 
Jones, F. R., 201316 
Jones, J., 21866 
Jones, J., 240747 
Jones, T., 240793 
Jones, T., 15012 
Joseph, E., 9189 
Juggins, A., 15757 


Keenan, W. J., 40285 

fa »  —bar 
Kelly, C., 53148 
Kelly, E. G., 200692 
Kendall, J., 201047 
Kennard, W. V., 42505 
Kerslake, L., 42101 
Keyte, W., 30818 
Kiff, J., 40765 
King, A., 10193 
King, A. J., 35183 
King, B., 17934 

—hbar 


King, L. H. T. W., 41195 
Kingston, T., 10471 
Kirley, W. H., 11992 
Knight, F., 242590 
Knight, S., 8055 

Knock, G., 10618 

Knott, J. T., 12410 
Knowles, A., 14617 


Lacey, A., 57789 
Laking, G. H., 51061 
Lamport, L., 41404 
Langford, H., 200589 
Larvin, D., 14837 
Last, H. 3 
Lavelle, T., 8651 
Lavender, W., 242558 
Law, A. H., 242302 
Law, W., 2679 

Lawley, W. HL. F., 21728 
Lavyeuck, J., 41060 
Leck, A. J., 26069 
Leigh, S. F., l0o6+ 


a is ~~bar 
Lester, J., 201632 
Lewis, A., 45226 
Lewis, C. H., 373-10 
Lewis, F., 3015 
Lewis, H., 1: 

Lewis, J. 1 42067 


ae 


Lewis, P., nu 
Llewellyn, C., 18207 
Lloyd, E., 8ol+ 
Lloyd, J., 3205 
Lloyd, W., 10198 

i . ~ bar 
Llovd, W. G., 22726 
Lomas, C. A., wot 


THE MILITARY MEDAL. 


GAZETTE 
13/3/18 
18/7/17 
2/11/17 
28/1/18 
13/9/18 
23/7/19 
9/7/17 

27/6/18 
17/6/19 
13/9/18 


14/1/18 
11/2/19 
17/6/19 
18/10/17 
4/2/18 
14/5/19 
14/5/19 
14/1/18 
29/8/18 
11/11/16 
14/5/19 
9/7/17 
29/8/18 
28/9/17 
14/1/18 
14/1/18 
23/7/19 
2/4/18 
11/11/16 
14/5/19 
6/1/17 


14/3/19 
17/6/19 
7/10/18 
20/5/17 
93/8/16 
12/12/17 
16;7/18 
Q6'4/17 
25/4/18 
11/11;16 
1311/18 
145/19 
18/10/17 
19/16 
17/12/17 
QT 
17,619 
241/19 
yys 1s 


ZR"1 18 
217 


29518 
ZU,8/18 
108/16 
ZL LO/1s 
3616 
1916 
vets 
174,17 


542 


NaME AnD Rectt. No. 


Loone, C. B., 11590 
Lowe, J., 8711 
Lucas, W. E., 11160 
Ludlow, J., 7672 
Lugg, E. S., 24352 


MacFarlane, J. T., 28561 
McKechnie, J., 2289 
McTighe, J., 4497 
Mansell, J., 9685 
Mansell, W. J., 203214 
Mapp, W., 210916 

a »  —bar 
March, M. C., 16383 
Marchant, E. J., 242567 
Marchant, W. B., 200573 
Marsh, F., 41069 
Marsh, G., 41142 
Martin, A. W., 13664 
Martin, G., 5859 
Mason, H. J., 40409 
Mason, J. W., 30444 
Matthews, J., 29895 
Matthews, J. E., 207289 
Matthews, W., 10512 

¥) »  —bar 
Maylett, S. P., 2231 
Maynard, G. F., 36485 
Mayo, F. W., 9059 
Meddings, F. C., 22129 
Mechan, J., 13836 
Melton, A., 16929 
Miles, F., 15485 
Millard, G. E., 15565 
Miller, G., 238146 
Millward, G., 20986 
Millward, H., 1615 
Millward, T., 200956 
Millward, W., 200837 
Mitchell, H. F., 12626 
Mole, F., 518 
Moore, B. E., 8875 
Moore, H. D., 33304 
Moran, F. J., 8452 
Morley, W. A., 44252 

2 vai pace war 
Morris, F. T., 3474 
Matis, H. T., 42121 
Morris, L., 241631 
Morriss, B. K., 10474 
Mosen, H. F., 17221 
Mow], A., 17436 
Mundon, W., 39679 
Murley, ID, 202674 
Murtagh, J., 24134 


Neale, W., 12013 
” » 7 ber 
Newev, G. W., 11685 


Newshcline, G. Ti 
Newton, J. T., 201273 
Nicholls, J., 5157 


Gazrce 
1 le 
14.519 
lf9 le 
23.8 is 
232-15 


Tlwds 
hdl ts 
2h leds 
Thlits 
Wie 
211i 
13.915 
20917 
281 1s 
293 1b 
13 I]: 
isle 
Is ledge 
lo 7s 
1451" 
21 leds 
21212 
Dscely 
1910 

Pure bie 
Wah 
13.3.4 
ONL, 
svt 
237 iy 
1a bas bs 
l4dis 
Wiel 
lgeie 
23.5 14 
TL idle 
2) dels 


NAMB AND REGTL. No. 
Nicklin, J., 241531 
Norledge, H., 240811 
Norris, B., 41349 
Norton, H., 14406 


Oakes, C. B., 23152 
Oakes, J., 200496 
Oakey, G., 3298 
Oakley, T. H., 7358 
Oldbury, R. H., 203538 
Oliver, A. E., 57328 
Osborne, A., 40093 
Osborne, E., 11233 
Osborne, J., 14335 
Osborne, J. G., 240499 
Osborne, T., 9001 
Owen, A. V., 12951 
Owen, J., 40019 
Owers, P. A., 260170 


Paggett, H. J., 241589 
Pallett, J. A., 15067 
Palmer, S. N., 2170 
Parker, J., 1945 

Parker, P., 202740 
Parkinson, F. A. J., 64592 
Parry, G., 242134 
Parsons, B. E., 41201 
Parsons, R. T. G., 241889 
Passmore, A. W., 201973 


Payne, A., 27123 
Payne, D. R., 18126 
Payton, J., 201596 
Peacock, S., £00219 
Pedrick, C. H., 20720 
Penfold, J., 51073 
Perry, A. W., 260022 
Petrie, W. G., 11103 
Phelps, C. B., 18671 
Phelps, F., 10477 
Phillips, H., 22384 
Phillips, J., 242206 
Philpotts, H., 40307 
Phipps, A., 201898 
Phipps, L., 64963 
Pickvance, J., 206268 
Pinner, J., 12414 
Pipe, E. G., 23673 
Pitt, G., 40023 
Pitt, J., 24387 
Pitt, W. E., 240065 
Pittaway, D., 240367 
Plant, W., 10850 
Pleace, E. H., 241996 
Plumb, C., 240940 
Poole, E. W., 242202 
Porter, W. J., 200120 
” ” —bar 
Portman, A. J., 201432 


THE MILITARY MEDAL. 


GAZETTE 
17/6/19 
2/11/17 
24/1/19 
2/11/17 
17/6/19 


11/5/17 
26/5/17 
11/11/16 
21/10/18 
21/10/18 
11/2/19 
13/9/18 
17/12/17 
12/12/17 
28/1/18 
29/8/18 
3/6/16 
29/8/18 
23/7/19 


23/7/19 
21/10/16 
11/11/16 
16/11/16 
17/6/19 
20/8/19 
7/10/18 
23/2/18 
26/5/17 
28/1/18 
29/8/18 
22/1/17 
19/2/17 
14/1/18 
9/7/17 
21/10/18 
13/3/19 
23/7/19 
28/1/18 
11/10/16 
11/11/16 
6/1/17 
6/1/17 
23/2/18 
23/7/19 
13/11/18 
14/5/19 
29/8/18 
6/1/17 
11/2/19 
17/9/17 
11/11/16 
23/7/19 
23/2/18 
11/10/16 
Q/l1/17 
93/7/19 
16/7/18 
22/1/17 
29/3/19 
28/1/18 
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NAME AND REGTL. No. 
Portman, J. J., 242450 
Postings, J., 201865 
Pouget, W. A., 33276 
Powell, A., 10348 
Powell, D., 5759 
Powell, J., 8667 
Preedy, H. W., 11983 
Pressdee, J., 21083 
Preston, H., 23786 
Pretty, R. H., 46062 
— bar 


Price, C. B., 5268 
Price, J., 10222 
Price, W. H., 20639 
Prince, C., 201348 


» 4 —bar 
Pritchard, F., 12934 
Pritchard, W. J., 12064 
Protheroe, A., 200268 
Pugh, A., 12588 
Pulley, F., 241433 


Queeney, J., 8473 


Radcliffe, A., 16731 
Rand, F. G., 40363 
Randle, H., 200560 
Randle, R. R. W., 16842 
Ravenhill, W. J. T., 18302 
Raybould, S., 17895 
Reay, F., 23523 


Reynolds, L. G., 242208 
Reynolds, W., 27336 
Rice, C. F., 241790 
Richards, H., 9106 
Richardson, H., 202561 
Riddle, F., 42782 


Robbins, C. D., 10982 
Roberts, E., 53117 
Robinson, A. E., 15791 
Robinson, C. R., 42865 
Robinson, G., 201714 
Robinson, H., 13657 
Robinson, J. A., 13849 
Robinson, L., 200505 
Rock, J. L., 39890 
Rogers, W., 22414 
Rogers, W., 46055 
Rogerson, D., 44069 
Rollings, J. W., 40421 
Rooff, C. P., 2737 
Rooke, C., 25029 
Rooke, W., 11236 
Round, J. T., 200409 
Rowbottom, E., 67407 
Rowe, F. A., 44244 
Rowe, J. P., 202550 
Rowland, F., 241260 
Royall, H., 24121 
Rudge, A. E., 12802 


GAZETTE 
2/11/17 
26/5/17 
18/10/17 
1/9/16 
22/1/17 
11/11/16 
6/1/17 
14/12/16 
18/10/17 
14/1/18 
13/3/18 
2/4/18 
14/1/18 
24/1/19 
24/1/19 
23/7/19 
13/9/18 
11/11/16 
2/11/17 
7/10/18 
21/10/18 


1/9/16 


14/1/18 
14/1/18 
21/10/18 
Q/AL/17 
19/3/18 
27/6/18 
17/9/17 
14/1/18 
2/11/17 
27/6/18 
2/11/17 
17/6/19 
21/10/18 
13/9/18 
23/7/19 
21/10/16 
7/10/18 
17/C/19 
27/6/18 
21/10/18 
29/3/19 
14/5/19 
26/5/17 
24/1/19 
21/10/16 
18/10/17 
11/2/19 
23/7/19 
22/1/17 
9/7/17 
18/7/17 
29/3/19 
23/7/19 
21/10/18 
12/6/18 
21/10/18 
7/10/18 
17/12/17 


NaME AND Raat, No. 
Ruggles, A. E., 242536 
Russam, H. E.,-29857 
Ryan, F., 9240 - 


Sadler, J., 35949 
Salter, H., 20362 
Sanders, F. G., 238047 
Sanger, W. G., 241755 


Sansome, H., 40081 
Sansome, J. T. B., 16920 
Saunders, H., 44168 
Saunders, S., 20060 
Savagar, J. S., 30513 
Savage, J., 240437 
—bar 


Sellers, J. O., 10639 
Shakespeare, W. P., 2207 
” ” —bar 
Sharp, F., 17249 
Sharpe, W. C., 45139 
Shepherd, A. E., 12722 
Shepherd, R. L., 39778 
Sheriff, W., 26244 
Sibley, J. H., 241772 
Simmons, A., 202892 
Simpson, W., 34629 
Siviter, E., 8914 
Skelding, C. S., 2664 
Skinner, F., 242441 
Slader, F. W., 242432 
Slater, A., 12302 
Slater, H., 7442 
Smart. W. A., 22325 
Smith, A. E., 12914 
Smith, A. G., 13066 
Smith, A. T., 241318 
Smith, E. W., 241902 
Smith, H., 8955 
Smith, H. C., 2885 
Smith, H. L., 9211 


Smith, T., 2vU423 
Smith, W. E., 42554 
Smith, W. H., 242348 
Smith, W. J., 39708 
Sneyd, G., 200671 


Snow, J. W., 22213 
Sollis, E., 17293 
Somers, C. L., 240290 
Southall, E., 10571 
Southall, G., 201976 
Spain, H., 7896 
Speed, J., 28859 
Spiers, A., 9718 
Spires, A. W., 240820 
Spragg, J., 20 
Springer, F. C., 57533 
Stacey, F. W., 41011 
Stait, A. E., 10597 
Staite, F. G., 20320 
—hbar 
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GAZETTE 
17/6/19 
16/7/18 
20/8/19 


26/3/17 
17/6/19 
21/10/18 
24/1/19 
20/8/19 
29/8/18 
9/12/16 
17/6/19 
18/7/17 
7/10/18 
13/9/18 
14/5/19 
21/10/16 
21/9/16 
29/3/19 
21/10/16 
11/2/19 
10/8/16 
29/3/19 
26/3/17 
21/10/18 
13/3/19 
23/7/19 
21/9/16 
19/2/17 
24/1/19 
23/7/19 
12/12/17 
11/1616 
13/9/18 
21/10/18 
14/9/16 
2/LA/L7 
Q/LL/T 
14/5/19 
11/11/16 
10/8/16 
23/7/19 
18/10/17 
18/7/17 
17/6/19 
13/3/18 
18/7/17 
QNV/IT 
14/5/19 
18/7/17 
23/7/19 
11/10/16 


* 29/3/19 


1/9/16 
28/7/17 
18/7/17 
9/7/17 
29/8/18 
21/10/18 
26/3/17 
9/12/16 
22/1/17 
28/7/17 
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NAME AND REGTL. No. 
Standley, E., 9350 


Stanley, C. J., 723 


Steadman, S., 8778 
Steadman, W., 24280 
Steer, F., 241865 
Stenner, A. H., 35140 
Stickley, E. W., 43845 
Stinton, G. W.,.50730 
Stockton, H., 23764 
Stockton, J., 4129 
Stokes, E., 240224 
Stokes, J. E., 10293 


i » bar 
Stonor, C. L., 13711 
—bar 


St. Pier, J., 14412 
Styles, H., 240110 
Sullivan, M., 9275 
Sullivan, S. T., 11337 
Summers, J., 44479 
Surinan, L. H., 40549 
—bar 


” ” 


Tainton, J. W., 240285 
Tamplin, T., 34667 
Tarrant, J., 240725 
Tarrant, T. W., 36612 
Taylor, A., 7710 
Taylor, A., 22712 
Taylor, A. J., 10294 
Taylor, G., 27988 


Taylor, G., 35243 
Taylor, G. A., 40431 
: bar 


Taylor, J., 12629 


Taylor, J. R., 21618 


Taylor, L., 200498 
Taylor, R. D., 16261 
Taylor, R. W., 242563 
Taylor, W. H., 201272 
Tayler, W. H., 41209 
Thomas, H. O., 17233 
Thomas, J., 5614 
Thompson, E., 26965 
Thompson, W. H., 25349 
Thorpe, A., 41090 
Till, C. W., £3131 
Tilley, H., 27339 
Timmins, J., 40714 
Timmins, T., 36592 
Timmins, W., 18428 
Tonks, G. F., 23246 
Towsey, F., 39562 
Troth, G., 3175 
Tudge, W. H., 27898 
Tuftin, E. G., 39614 
Tulip, G. W., 7734 
Turley, F., 26360 
Turner, A., 201010 
Turner, A. N., 240618 
Turner, E., 13073 


Garr 

Llu le 
ALAA 
21 lols 
2.4.18 

17,6.19 

WA 
2L lols 
Wely 
26310 


237,19 
3,6 16 

21luls 
21)10,16 
23 2.18 
13,918 
98.1 18 
19.18 

Wend 
17;6,19 
19,318 
13:11,18 


265,17 
18.1017 
26,517 
17.619 
Llu 16 
2b ly 16 
1; 1u 16 
wal 
Wk 
29/8 18 
14.118 
145,19 
14/916 
WAL 16 
293.19 
208,19 
13,9.18 
28118 


19.318 


NAME AND REGTL. No. RANK GAZETTE 
Turner, E., 240817 L/Cpl . 26/5/17 
ayes Sgt. - 28/7/19 
Turner, H., 242592 Pre. 24/1/19 
Turner, T. H., 21526 Pte. © 6/1/17 
Turner, W., 57594 Pte. 14/5/19 
Tustin, G., 20842 L/Cpl 6/1/17 
Tyler, G., 4508 Pte. 21/9/16 
Tyler, J., 8390 - to Set 11/5/17 
Tyler, J., 220803 Pre. 26/5/17 
Udal, T. H., 8279 Pte. 20/8/19 
Underwood, W., 41096 Sgt. 17/6/19 
Unit, W. J. A., 242294 Pre. 13/9/18 
Usher, A. C., 7968 Sgt, 12/6/18 
Vernon, A. G., 11826 Pte.: 28/9/17 
$6 » —bar Pte. 16/7/18 
Vickers, J. W.; 242537 L/Cpl 2fL1/17 
Virgo, T., 240172 Pte. 29/3/19 
Voaden, J., 241969 Pte 2/11/17 
Wade, J. E., 10034 Pte. “30/1/20 
Wadley, H., 46058 Pre. 18/10/17 
Wadsworth, C., 36u2 Pte. 27/10/16 
Wainwright, A. R., 202772 Pte. 23/7/19 
Wainwright, J., 11524 Pte. 11/11/16 
Waite, A. G., 15052 L/Cpl 28/7/19 
Wakeley, P. J., 17071 L/Cpl 12/12/17 
Waldron, C. E., 26909 L/Cpl. 14/1/18 
Walker, C. E., 26840 Pee. 14/1/18 
Walker, G., 201591 L/Sgt 21/10/18 
Walker, J., 34130 Pre: 14/1/18 
Wall, E.; 202763 Cpl. 23/7/19 
Walters, F. T., 17240 Pte. 12/12/17 
Walters, T, F., 240466 L/Cpl 26/4/17 
Waren, W. W., 8550 L/Cpl 17/12/17 
Warren, R. H., 241191 Sgt. 2/11/17 
Warriner, R., 7838 Cpl. G/L/L7 
Washington, R., 17239 Pre. 18/7/17 
Wassell, F, J., 1871 Pte. 21/10/16 
Wassell, G., 16832 Cpl. 26/4/17 
Waterhouse, D., 8040 A/jSgt 13/9/18 
Watson, H., 10648 Sgt. 19.2.17 
Watton, F., 12545 Sgt. 11/10/16 
Watton} P.) 19920" Cpl. 14/5/19 
Watts, D. J., 10914 L/Cpl 23/8/16 
Watts, W., 238154 Pte. 17/6/19 
Noe Fgh1339 Pte. 26/5/17 
‘ebb, sabe: 
Webb, PEAR TIMES WEDNESDAY 
Wedgbury, E., 1 Say aaj.0 
Wels, A. Vawdag JULY 4 1956 Tote 
Wat’ ¢:; MR. EDMUND WEDGBURY § 
Westoott, ( gintnction of winnias duting the fol4n8 9 
Veston, Aj War not only the D.S.O. and the M.C. while 9 
Heston, Al SP rence eos 
Weston, F\ commission, both the DCM and the 8 
Weston, MM. died on Sunday at Worcester. The 8 
estwood, gailant action which resulted in the award " 
Wharton, | foi? mia semana OOM IS go 
Whiley, R through country held by the enemy, pick- 7 
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ing up two platoons which had lost direc- 
tion, and found himself behind the enemy's 
main line of resistance. There, with only 
+17 men, he charged and captured three 
| howitzers, killing the battery commander 
! himself and capturing two other officers 
j and the crews, The total capture was five 
officers and 156 men. 
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NAME AND RgEGTL. No. 


White, H. C., 18111 

White, P., 25318 

Whitmore, J., 15625 
—bar 


Whittaker, F.,- 13583 
Whittingham, S., 238025 
Wilding, W., 6056 
Wilkes, E., 8902 
Wilkes, J. C., 12317 
Wilkins, A. C., 13446 
Wilkins, F., 8905 
Wilkins, J. W., 40300 
Wilkinson, S., 22586 
Wilks, H., 9328 
Willcox, A. E., 8800 
Willetts, J., 12601 
Williams, C. A., 24176 
Williams, F., 17913 
Williams, G., 242133 
Williams, H., 5689 
Williams, J. T., 200980 
Williams, W., 241661 
Williams, W. G.,; 40211 
-bar 


Wilson, F., 9373 
Wilson, H., 20644 
Winter, R. W., 241915 
Winters, W. H., 9474 
Wintle, F. E., 240388 
Wisdom, G., 241284 


Withey, H. B., 202137 
Witts, T., 11045 
Wood, A. H., 42575 
Wood, A. J., 240458 
Wood, F., 4965 - 


Wood, F. J., 9210 
Wood, H., 23144 
bar 


Wood, H., 240291 
Wood, R., 13248 
Woodcroft, G., 29766 
Wooldridge, J. H., 20292 
Woollard, F. B., 260193 
Wooster, H. C., 41812 
Worcester, F., 10666 
Workman, A., 241751 
Workman, G., 42095 
Workman, P., 12193 
Wright, J., 8466 
Wyatt, R., 241521 
Wyer, F. A., 27973 
Wyers, W. M., 241375 
Wynn, J. E., 24287 


Yapp, E. B., 200231 
Yapp, S., 240584 
Yardley, A. G., 6288 
Yeates, J. O., 15662 
Young, E., 18213 
Young, J., 53164 


GAZETTE 
19/3/18 
6/1/17 


12/12/17 


13/9/18 
28/9/17 
17/6/19 
21/10/16 
11/10/16 


11/11/16 


21/9/16 
23/2/18 
17/12/17 
23/7/19 
10/8/16 
11/10/16 
23/7/19 
21/12/16 
29/8/18 


 Qfayl7 
. 11/10/16 


18/7/17 
Qfllf17 
18/7/17 
17/12/17 
29/8/18 
19/3/18 
23/2/18 
19/2/17 
12/6/18 
17/6/19 
20/8/19 
21/10/18 
1/9/16 
21/10/16 
17/6/19 
22/1/17 
28/7/19 
19/3/18 
18/7/17 
17/12/17 
28/1/18 
3/6/16 
$6/3/17 
23/7/19 
24/1/19 
14/5/19 
11/11/16 
14/5/19 
11/2/19 
1/9/16 
20/8/19 
23/2/18 
18/7/17 
12/6/18 
17/12/17 


29/3/19 
21/10/18 
14/9/16 
12/12/17 
13/3/19 
11/2/19 


THE MERITORIOUS 


NaME AND REGTL. No. 


Abrahams, A. J., 200917 
Adams, J. H., 40323 
Allen, A., 240037 
Andrews, F., 10712 
Bell, A. E., 40941 
Bickley, W., 7310 
Bills, T., 5622 
Blackford, E., 241271 
Blond, P. T., 5929 
Bootle, W. A., 9114 
Bransom, C. E., 240617 
Buffey, J. H., 200683 
Carpenter, G., 11774 
Carpenter, G. W., 17984 
Charman, J., 6151 
Chittenden, A., 42974 
Clark, C. W., 4927 
Clarke, H., 9367 
Copson, J. W., 48548 
Corke, G. E., 200068 
Darters, W. C., 25207 
Davis, A., 7887 
Deamon, H. W., 10624 
Dearn, J. T. V., 10149 
Dyke, G. H., 9734 
Eames, T. H., 240763 
Eccles, F. C., 9293 
Edey, J. K., 10053 
Evans, J. E., 7877 


Featherstone, A. E., 64884 


Garner, H., 240772 
Garrett, H., 8357 
Gibbs, C., 11852 


Gibbons, J. H., 240018 


Gould, A., 25086 
Greedy, W. H., 30603 
Green, F., 201073 
Hackett, H., 200114 
Hart, A. H. C., 7479 
Haycock, A., 11535 
Hemming, R., 16721 
Hickling, F. H., 240703 
Hickman, S. J., 5797 
Hogan, L. C. V., 11675 
James, W. E., 12804 


Johnson, W. R. G., 200004 


Jones, G. F., 39623 
Jones, T. E., 242415 
Jones, T. H., 240627 


MEDAL 


Rank GazettE 
S.M. 4/6/17 
Sgt. 3/6/19 
C.Q.M.S. 1/1/19 
Pte. 3/6/19 
L/Cpl. 17/6/18 
R.Q.MS. 17/6/18 
R.S.M. 22/2/19 
Pte. 3/6/18 
C.S.M. 17/6/18 
Q.M.S. 18/1/19 
C.O.M.S. 18/1/19 
L/Sgt. 3/6/19 
Sgt. 17/6/18 
Cpl. 3/6/18 
C.Q.M.S. 3/6/19 
Cpl. 18/1/19 
R.S.M 20/10/20 
C.S.M 3/6/18 
C.S.M. 3/6/19 
Sgt. 3/6/18 
L/Cpl 17/1/18 
C.S.M. 17/6/18 
Sgt. 18/1/19 
L/Cpl. 29/8/17 
.S.M. 18/6/17 
C.S.M. 17/6/18 
C.S.M. 1/1/17 
Sgt. 17/6/18 
Q.M.S. 18/1/19 
C.Q.M.S. 18/1/19 
R.O.MS. 17/6/18 
Sgt. 18/1/19 
Sgt. 17/6/18 
C.Q.M.S. 17/6/18 
R.S.M. 3/6/19 
Cpl. 3/6/19 
Set. 3/6/19 
Sgt. 3/6/19 
R.S.M. 3/6/19 
C.Q.M.S. 22/9/19 
Sgt. 3/6/19 
C.Q.M.S. 3/6/19 
R.S.M. 22/2/19 
Sgt. 3/6/19 
Set. 15/1/20 
Q.M.S. 1/1/19 
Sgt. 12/3/17 
Sgt. 1/1/19 
Q.M.S 3/6/19 


Name anD Rect. No. 
Bird, J. R., 59148 
Courtney, J., 49877 


English, T. B., 38700 
Ginder, E. F., 39855 
Jones, H. E., 5241057 
Stokes, E. W., 45450 
Tait, D. F., 39488 


SERVICE MEDAL. 


Name AND REGTL. No. 


Jordan, E., 2131 
Lester, F., 3513 
Little, H. Q., 7921 
Loxton, J. R., 200022 
Lugg, E. S., 8185 
Lunn, J., 9160 
Martin, J. H., 44324 
McKinnon, P., 25294 
Naughton, J. P., 1677 
Newth, R. A., 240477 
Oakley, J., 200309 
Orgles, G. R., 11777 
Oswick, F., 17793 
Owen, W., 9311 
Parkes, F. R., 240762 
Peacock, E. T., 9282 
Pearce, R. A., 31413 
Pearson, E., 4567 
Prince, A., 13917 
Pritchard, S., 30328 


Round, W., 7078 
Rowley, E. A., 12662 
Royall, H., 24121 
Sanford, A., 5244022 
Sears, F. J., 241641 
Simkins, A. J., 202343 
Soley, F., 9811 
Spayne, J., 64889 
Stevens, R., 203392 
Talbot, A., 200017 
Thompson, H. E., 9192 
Tyrrell, A. J., 44883 
Vincent, R., 141237 
Wadley, W., 40258 
Walliker, L. G., 8841 
Ward, W., 15243 
Wassall, T. E., 8708 
Wayte, R., 9465 
Weekes, H., 203279 
Wilce, A. T., 25113 
Williams, F., 39771 
Williams, G., 12790 
Withers, F. C., 32213 
Woodburn, L., 18484 
Yapp, E. B., 200231 
Young, L. A., 11326 


Rank 
Sgt. 
Pte. 
Sgt. 
Set. 
Pte. 
Set. 
S/Sgt. 


OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 


—wert 
woe 


RBoRe 
On I 


an 


NAME 


Adkins, W., 8983 
Adshead, H. W. 

Allen, A. 

Armstrong, A., 64414 
Ashmore, T., 11075 
Atkinson, A. E., 21009 
Auden, J., 30282 


Baden, B. 

Badham, J. F. 
Baker, F., 8917 
Bartlett, R. L. 
Bate, J. P. 

Becher, H. W. 
Bilton, L. L. 
Birkinshaw, D., 64011 
Blood, W. J., 16104 
Bosley, W., 16594 
Bragg, R., 4750 
Brighton, W., 5491 
Brown, C. 

Brown, R., 9338 
Bruce, S. M. 

Burton, A., 18322 
Byron, 'S. F. ., 9297 


Carpenter, H. L., 41788 
Carter, P. 

Cartwright, G. H., 2675 
Cayley, D. E. 


” ” 


Chance, T., 11141 
Chichester, W. R. 
Clark, H. C., 6847 
Clarke, C. F., 1€072 
Cotton, W. E. L. 
Creswell, C. W., 202029 
Crowe, J., 4959 

Crump, G., 8713 


Danks, zi: 9476 
Darby, G : 
Deakin, C. 
Duffield, G. F., 202588 


Edwards, H. Melville 


Farley, H. J., 5661 
Faulkner, H., 240126 


Farmar, G. 


Faviell, "w.T.O. 
Fisher, CE. 
Fisher, H. F. T. 


FOREIGN 


Major General 
Major General 
L/Cpl. 


Pte. 
2/Lieut. 
Bt. Major 
Cpl. 


Lt.-Col. 


R.S.M. 

Sgt. 

Bt. Colonel 
Brig. General 
Major 

Lieut. 
Lt.-Col. 


DECORATIONS. 


DECORATION 


Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Silver Medal for Valour (Italian) 
Bronze Medal for Valour (Italian) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 

do. do. 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Medaille d’Honneur (French) 


Legion d’Honneur (French) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Medal of St. George (Russian) 
Croce di Guerra (/taltan) 

do. do. 
Croix de Sas Abaca) 

do. 


do. oe 
Cross of Karageorge (Serbian) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Cross of St. George (Russian) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Bronze Medal for Valour (Italian) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Military Cross (Greek) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 


Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 

Croce di Guerra (Italian) 

Bronze Medal for Valour (Italian) 
Order of the White Eagle (Serbian) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 

Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 

Medal of St. George (Russian) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 

Medal de Barbatic si Credinta (Rimanian) 
Medaille d’Honneur (French) 

Croix de Guerre (French) 

Croce di Guerra (Italian) 

Croix de Guerre (Frencii) 

Croix de Guerre (French) 


Medal of St. George (Russian) 
Military Cross (Greek) 

Order of the Excellent Crop (Chinese) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 


Order of the Crown (Rumanian) 


Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 

Bronze Medal of Valour (Italian) 

Order of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus (Italian) 
Order de Mcrite Agricole (French) 

Order of the White Fagle (Serbian) 

Order of the Crown (Rumanian) 

Medaille de I’ Assistance Publique (French) 
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Lonpon GAZETTE. 


12/7/18 
11/3/19 
99/11/18 
4/9/19 
12/7/18 
14/7/17 
21/7/19 


29/1/19 
21/7/19 
26/8/15 
17/5/19 


12/7/18 


4/9/19. 
11/3/19 
26/6/17 
15/2/17 
21/8/19 
94/10/19 
25/8/15 
12/7/18 
20/9/19 
21/7/19 
17/3/20 
11/3/19 
17/8/18 
7/1/19 


25/8/15 
21/7/19 
17/2/20 
12/7/18 


20/9/19 


12/7/18 
29/11/18 
26/5/17 
7/10/19 
15/2/17 
20/9/19 
7/10/19 


Namez. 
Fitzjohn, G. N. 
Fitzjohn, T. 

Fox, T. C., 240123 
Freeman, R. H. F. 


Gabb, S. A. 

Gadsby, F. E. 
Gathergood, D. J., 5657 
Gillam, L., 201766 
Gillard, A. S., 5/881] 
Gogarty, H. E. 

Green, F., 201073 
Greenaway, J. H. 
Grove, W., 12534 
Guinness, O. C. 


Haggitt, A., 5484 
Hankey, E. B. 
Harding, W., 41052 
Hartles, J. W., 240251 
Hartnel, W., 40189 
Harwood, A. J., 16722 
Hawkes, W., 12911 
Hayes, J., 8297 
Hemming, R., 16721 
Hill, J.C. H. 

Hills, H. T., 12955 
Hodgkinson, C., 3496 


Inwood, C. H. 
James, H. 


Jarret, J.; 14969 
Jeffery, S. J., 8980 
Jenkins, A., 2977 
Johnson, J., 17763 
Johnson, W., 8535 
Johnston, A. C. 

Jones, F. R., 201316 
Jones, J. W. E., 11323 
Jordan, B. O., 25115 
Jowett, F. D., 8298 


Kay, A. E., 19702 
Key, F. H., 13087 
Keyte, W., 30818 


Ladd, A. C. 

Lang, G. J., 12590 
Lawley, W. H. F., 21728 
Lawrence, I. L. G. 
Leake, R. S. 

Leek, W. A., 40564 
Leicester, P. A. 
Llewellyn, C., 18207 
Loone, C. B., 1159) 
Lyttleton, J., 10620 


Malone, W. T., 9065 
Mansell, W., 9917 


FOREIGN DECORATIONS. 


gt. 
2/Lieut. 
Sgt. 
Capt. 


Sgt. 
Bt. Col. 
Pte. 
Sgt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
L/c. 
Pee 
C.S.M. 
Lieut. 
R.S.M. 
R.S.M. 


Capt. & Qmr. 


Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Pte. 
R.QMS. 
Sgt. 

Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Bt. Major 
Pte. 

L Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Sgt. 


Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Pte. 


Major 
Lis. 

Sgt. 

Bt. Major 
Lt. 

Pte. 
Capt. 
LIC. 
C.S.M. 
C.S.M. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


DECORATION Lowvoy Gan. | 
Medaille d’Honneur (French) aLiiy 
Croix de Guerre (French) + .~ 19 6:19 
Croce di Guerra (Italian) 29 ty 
Croix de Guerre (French) 21510 
Ordre de la Couronne (Belgian) 24.10.19 
Croce de Guerra (Italian) 17;5.19 
Bronze Medal for Valour (Italian) 26;5.17 
Croix de Guerre (French) 6/11 1S 
Medal of St. George (Russian) 15/5 10 
Order of the Crown (Italian) 2/3:23 
Decoration Militaire (Belgian) 5/419 
Silver Medal for Valour ([talsan) 29/11/18 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 4/9'19 
Order of the Crown (Romanian) 20/919 


Medal of St. George (Russtan\ 


Croix de Guerre (French) 


Croix de Guerre (Belgian) Lr 


do. do. 
Croix de Guerre (French) 


Medaille d’ Honneur (Fre w 


Medaille Militaire (French 
Order of St. George (Russ 
Medal de Barbatie si Cred 
Silver Medal for Valour (1 
Medaille d’ Honneur (Fre 
Medal Militaire (French) 


Order of St. Anne (Russi 


Croix de Guerre (French) 
Medal of La Solidaridad ( 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Bronze Medal for Valour 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Medal of St. George (Russ 
Medal Militaire (French) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 


Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 


\ 


TUESDAY AUGUST 28 1956 


LT.-COL. H. F. T. 
FISHER 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
UNION ORGANIZER 


Lieutenant-Colonel H. F. T. Fisher. 
who was for many years associated with 
the finance and organization of the 
League of Nation Union, died: at Chel- 
tenham on Saturday after a short illness 

Henry Francis Thornhill Fisher was edu- 
cated at Malvern and Sandhurst, and was 
gazetted to The Worcestershire Regiment 
in 1898. He served in the Uganda Expedi- 
tion of 1899-1900 and in the latter part o! 
the South African War. Soon after the end 
of that war he transferred to the Army Ser- 


Medal of St. George (RuSS vice Corps and retired in 1912 with the rans 


Military Cross (Greek) 


Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Croix de Guerre (French) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Croce di Guerra (/talian) 
Croce di Guerra (Italian) 
Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 
Silver Medal for Valour (/| 
Medaille d’'Honneur (Fren 
Croix de Guerre (French) 


of major. Recalled to service in 1914 be 
was first given command, with the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel, of the mechanical tran: 
port depot at Grove Park and then. 
reverting to the infantry, commanded a 
' battalion of The South Wales Borderers in 
and was wounded. i 
Fit reverted to the reserve in 1919 and 
in the same year was appointed gener 
secretary of the League of Nations Unior 


Bronze Medal for Valour (| ofganizer. 


Medal of St. George (Russ: 
Cross of St. George (Russi 
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organizer 


Service an 
1 years before he became comman: 


(BS training arca in | 
er as thre 
tof Maria Cecilia, daughter of Sit fans 
Langrishe, Bt. 
soon adore A. Selig. His 0% 


of the late Theo es 

dissolved in 1944 and # 
ied ‘i diy Mrs. Al Mulee 
Redhead. 


Nam Rank DECORATION Lonpon GazerTz. 
Marchant, W. B., 200573 L/C. Medaille Militaire (French) 14/7/17 
Marston, A. E., 242026 Pte. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 6 * 12/7/18 
Matthews, G. T., 9940 Cpl. Medal of St. George (Russian) 25/8/15 
Mayston, A., 4438 C.S.M. Cross of St. George (Russian) 25/8/15 
McCombie, H. Lt. Croix de Guerre (French) 21/8/19 

: do. Second award. 5/11/20 
Marryatt, R. H. Lieut. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 4/9/19 
Martin-Smith, A. M. Capt. Order of the Redeemer (Greck) 9/11/15 
Millage, C., 24056 Sgt. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 12/7/18 
Mole, F., 200037 C.S.M. Croce di Guerra (Italian) 29/11/18 
Morgan, D. G. L., 9077 R.S.M. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 12/7/18 
Muggeridge, T., 64750 Sgt. Order de Leopold II. (Belgian) 24/10/19 
O'Donovan, G. P. Lieut Croix de Guerre (French) 19/1/19 
Orbell, G., 48815 Cpl. do. do. 7/6/19 
Palmer, F., 200627 Pte. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 12/7/18 
Paskin, J. J. Capt. Croix de Guerre (French) 19/1/19 
Perkins, F., 17729 Pte. Medaille d’Honneur (French) 21/7/19 
Preedy, H. W., 11983 C.Q.M.S Medaille Militaire (French) 1/5/17 
Preston, H., 23786 Pte. do. do. 1/5/17 
Roberts, W. J., 5833 C.Q.M.S Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 12/7/18 
Rose, H. T., 17892 Sgt. Bronze Medal for Valour (/talian) 26/5/17 
Rose, R. A. deB. Lt.-Col. Legion d’ Honneur (French) 22/8/17 

#3 7 Lt.-Col. Order of Aviz (Portuguese) 19/8/21 
Rudge, L. M. Lieut. Order of the Star (Rumanian) 25/9/19 
Salter, J. E., 200369 Li. Silver Medal for Valour (J/alian) 17/5/19 
Sheasby, C., 8059 Sgt. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 4/9/19 
Sherwcod, A. T. J., £40119 Sgt. Bronze Medal for Valour (Italian) 12/11/18 
Smith, A., 14814 Sgt. Medal de Barbatie si Credinta (Rumanian) 20/9/19 
Smith, H., 201571 Pte. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 12/7/18 
Smith, W., 13530 Pte. Silver Medal (Serbian) 15/2/17 
Snow, T., 21543 Pte. Medal of St. George (Russian) + 25/8/15 
Sole, D. M. A. Bt. Major Legion d’Honneur (French) 11/3/19 
Spilsbury, A. W. J., 2881 Sgt. Croix de Guerre (French) 1/5/17 
Stacke, H.FitzM. Capt Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 16/1/20 
Stevens, W. C. Lieut Croix de Guerre (French) 3/1/19 
Stinton, T. Capt. Bronze Medal for Valour (Italian) 29/11/18 
Stokes, C., 11038 L/C. do. do. 26/5/17 
St. Pier, J., 14412 Pte. do. do. 26/5/17 
Sumner, D. C., 8827 RS.M Medaille Militaire (French) 24/2/16 
Temple, R. D. Bt. Major Croix de Guerre (French) 1/5/17 
Tibbetts, H., 2529 Pte. Cross of St. George (Russian) 15/2/17 
Tomkinson, F. M. T/Lt.-Col. Legion d’Honneur (French) 10/10/18 
y 3A T/Lt.-Col. Croce di Guerra (Italian) 21/8/19 
Traill, R. F. Licut. Legion d’Honneur (French) 3/11/14 
Turner, C. E. Lieut. Croix de Guerre (French) 1/5/17 
Tyler, T. M., 12362 Sgt. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 12/7/18 
Walker, J. H., 24943 Sgt. Croix de Guerre (Belgian) 12/7/18 
Walsh, M. R. Lt.-Col. Legion d’Honneur (French) 29/1/19 
Ward, W. E., 2237 CS.M Medaille Militaire (French) 1/5/17 
Ware, F., 9146 Pte. Medal of St. George (Russian) 25/8/15 
Watson, T. H. Capt. Order of St. Stanislas (Russian) 1/1/17 
White, H.C., 18111 Pte. Medaille d’Honneur (French) 21/7/19 
Wilson, J. W., 64891 Sgt. Croix de Guerre (French) 7/6/19 
Woodward, A., 240504 LC. Croix de Guerre (French) 14/7/17 
Wooton, J. C., 8245 L/c. Cross of St. George (Russian) 25/8/15 


FOREIGN DECORATIONS. 
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PROMOTIONS FOR SERVICE 


(A) BREVETS. 


Namz 


Arden, J. H. M. 


Crawshay, H. 
Deakin, C. 


Fitzjohn, G. N. 
Goff, J. T. 

Grogan, G. W. St. G. 
Hankey, E. B. 


James, H. 
Johnston, A. C. 
Kerans, E. T. J. 
Lambton, G. C. 
Lawrence, E. L. G. 


Parkes, T. G. 
Peake, W. K. 
Phillips, L. G. 
Ralston, C. H. 
Richardson, C. 
Roberts, F. C. 
Rose, R. A. dcB. 
Slaughter, G. A. 
Sole, D. M. A. 
Stevens, L. M. 
Temple, R. D. 


Tomkinson, F. M. 
Whalley, P. R. 


Winnington, J. F. S. 


NAME 
Barker, W. F. 
Batchelor, J. 
Isaac, F. S. 
Nicld, R. W. 
Ralston, J. 
Whitty, A. 


” 


SUBSTANTIVE 
RANK, 


T/Major 
Major 
T/Lt. Col. 
Major 
Lt.-Col. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Major 
Lt.-Col. 
Major 
Lt.-Col. 
Major 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Major 
Major 
Lt.-Col. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Major 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Major 
Lieut. 
Capt. (A/Lt.-Col.) 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
Major 
Capt. 
Major 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Major 
Capt. 
Major 
Major 
Major 


. Major 


(B) OTHER PROMOTIONS. 


Previous RANK. 


T/Lt. Colonel 
Captain & Qmr. 


Lieut., Acting Lt. Colonel 


Hon. Lieut. & Qmr. 
Hon. Major & Qmr. 
Hon. Captain & (mr. 
Hon. Major & Qmr, 
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IN THE 


Lt.-Col. 


PROMOTED To. 
Hon. Colonel 
Major 
Major 
Hon. Captain 
Hon. Lt.-Colonel 
Hon. Major 
Hon. Lt.-Colonel 


FIELD. 


Lonpon Gazette 


1/1/18 
1/1/18 
4/6/17 
1/1/18 
1asi7 


SSS ae er! 
ns SRGnDDOSED 


cee 


BINS ms. 
Oo 


Lonpon GAZETTE. 
4/6/17 
3/6/19 
L/L-8 
1a ie Wea 
3.6.19 
182.15 
1,118 


ABBREVIATIONS. 
Fr. = France and Flanders. 5: = Salonika. Eng. = England. 
I. = Italy. E. = Egypt. E.A. = East Africa. 
G. = Gallipoli. M. = Mesopotamia, W.A. = West Africa (Cameroons). 
P.W. = Prisoner of War. N.R. = North Russia. 

NAME Rank GazettE Theatre NAME RANK GazettE Theatre 

of War of War 
Adam, W. T/Major 4/1/17 F. Bird, H., 9128 Cpl. 17/2/15 F. 

3 A/Lt.-Col. 30/5/18 —sT.. Birkett, L.W.,99 Sgt. 1/1/16 F. 
Adkins, W., 8983 o ADKINS <-On pe ey Birtles, R. P. T/Capt: 41/17 F. 
Adshead, H. W. Siac ee ec Oe cae Biscoe, F. C. F. T/Lt. 17/2/15. 
Airey, J. A., 11708 eae ved buspene Mase. Bishop, A. G. T/Lt. 18/12/17. F. 
Alcock, G., 10176 | jase Gicherhatr ea Sem Bishop, C. D. Q/Lt. 18/12/17 F. 

5 _ o/16 + A/Capt. 23/5/18 os 
Alexander, A. N. A/Capt 38 12/18 F. Blackburne, G. M.I. A/Capt. 23/5/18 ‘i 
Allen, A. Lt. 30/5/18 ; Blake, J. R. T/Lt. AN/IT7 F, 
Allen, H., 11891 Pte. 5/8/15 G, a T/Capt 18/12/17, 
Allsop, A. E., 8784. C.S.M 12/7/16 G. Blay, H. G., 35635 = Cpl. 28/12/18 F. 
Andrews, A. J., 27754 Pte 5/6/19 S. Blond, P. T., 5929. C.S.M 17/2/15 F. 
Anson, H., 201675 = Pte 22/5/17 F. Bloomer, J., 19282 Sgt. 19/10/16 M. 
Arden, J. H. M. T/Major 22/6/15 . Boddington, H. F. A/Capt 9/7/19 F. 
Armitage, C. L. Brev. Major 1/1/16 os Bomford, L. R. A/Capt 30/5/18 I, 
Armstrong, E. L. A/Capt. 20/12/18 e, 9/7/19 F. 

Ash, H. W., 11686 Set. 1/1/16 F, Booton, L., 200050 C.Q.M.S 30/5/18 I. 
Astles, J., 11040 Sgt. 5/11/15 G. Boshier, G. E. T/Capt 21/2/19 M. 

i C.S.M. 5/5/16 & a a 5/6/19 s 
Atkins, G., 12905 Pte. 4/1/17 an Boswell, H. E. A/Capt 9/7/19 F. 
Atkinson, M. P. T/Capt. 5/6/19 S. Bow, J., 199 Set. W116 OF. 
Austin, M. P., 11287 C.S.M. 18/12/17 F. Bowen, W. A. T/Major 22/5/17 F. 

He A/Lt.-Col. 23/5/18 a5 
Badham, J. F. A/Lt.-Col. 7/3/18 E.A, Fe s 28/12/18, 

a Bt. Lt.-Col. 20/10/20, Bough, A. V., 240567 Pte. 5/6/19 I. 
Baker, F., 8917 Pte. 22/6/15 F. Bowman, A. H. A/Capt. 28/12/18 F. 
Baldwyn, C. F. A/Capt. 9/7/19 F. Bowring, E. L. Capt. 17/2/15 F. 
Ballinger, E. J.,9284 Pte. 4/1/17 F. A Major 4/1/17 A 
Barker, W. F. T/Lt.-Col. 21/7/17 Ss. Boyd Moss, E. W. = Major 28/1/16 G. 

- 7/6/18 a Bradley, H., 241043 Sgt. 30/5/18 ‘I. 
Barron, J. B. T/Capt. 15/6/16 F. Breeze, W. L., 10228 A/R.Q.M.S, 28/12/18 F. 
Barrow, P. L. Capt. 9/7/19 F. Bridges, J. V. T/Major 22/5/17 F. 
Bartholomew, H. J. Lt.-Colonel 15/6/16 F. i re 18/12/17 __,, 

: :, 22/5/17, Bright, B. H. T/Capt. If8RIGHT. 04 Thunday, 

" 20/5/18, . ‘s 5, Herbcrt Brights MC. aged <6 se 

ie i 20/12/18, Brighton, W., 5491 A/C.S.M. 2, ghia Hou, mcksaire Chel 
Bartlett, C. A., 17167 A/Sgt. 12/1/20 S. Briscoe, G. S. A/Major 4 Msbend. of irene 20d faiher Jol) 
Bartlett, R. L. Lt. 6/1/19 ie Brocks, A. W._ T/Capt. 12 Funeral at All, Saints Church, h 
Barton, B. T ‘Capt. 21/7/17 S. Brookes, A., 4090 Pte. 4! No flowers of mourning. by reau: 
Bastable, J., 8692 Cpl. 22/5/17 F. Browne, T. C. 11435. C. Sgt. 9! ‘ene Funa, care ot ab re 
Batchelor, J. Q.M. & Hon.Lt. 18/12/17 F. Bruce, G., 64893 Set. 9), ASh Giles Close, 

Bate, J. P., A/Major 6/1/19 I. Buckland, W., 9689 Pte. 97) 8/18 M. 

” ” 9/7/19 F. Buckler, E. W. Capt. 22/6/15 F. 
Baxter, J., 6453 Sgt 17/2/15 F. v8 if 1/1 ‘16 a 
Bayliss, G., 240095 Sgt. 30.52 I. Budd, C. A., 10366 A/R.S.M. 30/1/19 S. 
Beniams, H., 11788 Cpl. ai “gy. Burns, W., 64045 A/L.-Cpl. 9/7/19. 
Bennett, E. P. T/2-Lt co: a “Bush, W. D. Ca t. 5/815 G. 
Beresford, C. V. Capt wi tee 8S, BS som Butler, L. J., 6912 Sgt. 22/6/15 F. 
Bickley, W., 7310 Set. re 0% Say, Fina abat a 2'Lt. 18/12/17, 

a A/R.Q.M.S 3/7, 19 . 

Bidlake, H. C. K. 2/Lt. 15/8/17 M. Caliender, G. W. T/Lt. 15/8/17 M. 
Bigwood, W. A/Capt 1812/17 F. Cameron, J. W. TiLt. 15'6/16 — F, 
Bilton, L. L. Lt.-Col. 22/5/17 i; Campbell, J. W. R. 2/Lt. 812/17 F. 

‘ F 18°12/17 i Carman, A., 10144 — Pte. 28/1/16 G. 

Bingham, J., 13620 L/Cpl. 8/10/14 F Carr, H. A. Major 5/815 G. 


MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES. 
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Richard and Penek 


NAMB Rank 
Carter, C. F. Lt. 
Carter, W. J., 10644 L/Sgt. 
Cartland, J.B. F. Capt. 

= Lt.-Col. 
Cayley, D. E. Lt.-Col. 

aa Brig.-General 

A Major-General 
Chamberlin, F. G. Lt.-Col. 
Chance, J., 11334 C.S.M. 
Chance, T., 11141 Sgt. 
Chichester, W. R. Major 
Chisholm, D.C. H. Capt. 

is Major 
Churchill, T. E., 240036 C.Q.M.S. 
Clark, S. H. Capt. 
Clarke, B.C. S. Capt.-Adjt. 

i A/Lt.-Col. 

. Bt. Lt.-Col. 
Clarke, Sir E. H. Lt.-Col. 
Clarke, F.C. 16072 L/Sgt. 
Clarke, H. T. A/Lt.-Col. 
Clem, J., 7675 L/Sgt. 
Clemo, M. F. Q.M. &Hon.Lt. 
ea J., 201227 = Set. 
Cliff, A Capt. 
Cobb, F.G.G., 202553 A/L/-Cpl. 
Cocks, E. H. T. 2/Lt. 
Coe, W., 10851 Set. 
Coles, E. P. T/Capt. 
Collins, J. G. Capt. 
Conroy, M., 19589 _— Pte. 
Conybeare, E. B. Lt. 

ss Capt. 
Cooper, A. R. Capt. 
Cooper, H., 7433 C.S.M. 
Copson, J. W., 10138 Set. 
Cotton, W. E. ens Major 
Cox, S. J. S. A/Lt. 
Crawshay, H. Capt. 

* Major 
Crick, W., 42072 —- L/Cpl. 
Crowe, J. A/R.S.M. 

” 2 Lt., 
Crump, G., 8713 C.Q. MS. 
Curtler, F. G. O. 2/Lt. 
Dangerfield, A., 15824 Pte. 
Danks, J., 8778 L/Cpl. 


MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES. 


GazettE Theatre 


5/6/19 
22/6/15 
22/6/15 
5/5/16 
18/12/17 
5/8/15 
5/11/15 
6/1/16 
12/7/16 
4/1/17 
15/5/17 
11/12/17 
20/12/18 
5/7/19 
9/7/19 
22/5/17 
22/5/17 
8/10/14 
15/5/17 
11/12/17 
20/5/18 
5/7/19 
9/7/19 
15/6/16 
17/2/15 
22/5/17 
28/12/18 
20/12/18 
7/6/18 
30/5/18 
9/7/19 
17/2/15 
22/5/17 
6/1/19 
9/7/19 
30/5/18 
23/5/18 
5/8/15 
5/6/19 
31/5/16 
7/3/18 
5/6/19 
22/6/15 
19/10/16 
28/11/17 
4/1/17 
1/1/16 
20/5/18 
20/12/18 
5/7/19 
4/1/17 
4/1/17 
11/12/17 
30/5/18 
9/7/19 
23/5/18 


22/5/17 
17/2/15 


4/1/17 
17/2/15 


of War 


PPP YR Pa RBS RGD ap af at tg oe 


>> 


NaME RANK GazerrTe abate 
x 
Darby, G., 10893 Sgt. 21/7/17 S. 
Davidge,G.M.C. Major Wile OF. 
s A/Lt.-Col. 18/12/17, 
Oe ai re 28/12/18 r 
avids, M. apt. SIRNQ oT 
Davies, G.L. St. A. Major oe i 
Davies, H. W. Capt. tie esos od Lame em ¢ 
i Majors ggaemaors tue at 
DaviesEvans, D.W.C. A/Lt.-Col. S/71 
Davis, J., 8041 L/Cpl 8/10/14. 
Davis, W., 8183 L/Cpl. 15/6/16 F. 
Deakin, C. Lt. 8/10/14 F. 
Dearn,J.T.V.,10149 L/Cpl. 15/8/17 M. 
Dippie, H. T/Major 7/6/18  S. 
Dixon, G. A. T/Lt. 28/12/18 F. 
Dobson, H. P. Capt. 19/10/16 M. 
Dolner, C. L. Lt. 5/6/19 1 
Dolton, W. N. T/Lt 9/7/19 F. 
Dore, A. S. W. Major 4/1/17 F: 
;, i H/12/17,, 
Dorman, L. C. Capt. 8/10/14 FF. 
a T/Lt.-Col. 22/5/17 
Dorman, R. B. T/Lt. 22/5/17 F. 
Downton, J. G. 2/Lt. 12/1/18 Pate 
Dugan, W. J. Capt. 22/6/15 "ee 
An T/Lt.-Col. 15/6/1€., ano! 
i 4fIfl7 -~ 
= T/Brig.-Gen, 15/5/1, #4, 
” ” 11/12/ i 
” » 20/12/ 
Dunlop, F. P. Capt. 19/1 
i T/Lt.-Col. S/IL/1E 1 
” ” 417 or. 
Dwyer, C. H. T/Lt. 156,16 F. 
Dyer, H., 240377 Sgt. 6119 I. 
East, T. C., 18447 Sgt. 9/7/19 F. 
Eames, T. H., 240763 C.S.M. 22/517 F 
Edge, S., 10030 L/Sgt. 5/5/16. 
Edmonds, H., 2/Lt. 15/8/17 M. 
» ” 27/8/18 
Edwards, E., 12453 L/Cpl. 5/5/16 G. 
Edwards, H. M. T/Major 5/6/19 S. 
Edwards, T., 27858 Cpl. g/7/19_—F-. 
Edwards, T. J. T/Major @Bi/I7 Ss. 
Edwards, W. B. T/Capt. 5719. 
Esbester, E. H. T/Lt. 22/5/17 F. 
Evans, H. A., 11693 L/Cpl. 22/6/15 F. 
Evans, J. E., 7877. C.Q.M.S. 22/5/17 F. 
A/R.O.MS. 18/12/17.» 
Evans,W. H., 241130 Cpl. 18/12/17 F. 
Everiss, C. W., 12140 Set. 5/5/16 G 
Farley, H. F., 5661 C.S.M. 8/10/14 F. 
Farmar, G. J. Major 19/10/14 F. 
mf a 17/2/15» 
” Lt.-Col. 15/6/16» 
” T/Brig.-Gen. 4/1/17» 
s a H/l27 
iy a 20/5/18» 
fi “ 0/12/18» 
” ” 57/19 


NaME Ranx 
Farrell, J., 5991 A'R.S.M. 
Faulkner, H., 1601 Cpl. 
Faviell, W. F. O. Major 

mH T Lt.-Col. 

ne ” 
do ” 
cherstone, T. 2'Lt. 

>» x, C., 4833 RSM. 

‘a 2 Lt. 
Field, C. 8. Capt. 
Firbank, 19479 C.O.MLS. 
Fitch, C. E. T Major 
Fitzjohn, G. N. Capt. 

Ped Major 

a T Lt.-Col. 

2 Bt.-Major 
Fitzjohn, T. Major 

9 A Lt.-Col, 

Capt. 
21t. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
, T, Lt.-Col. 
a 
Leas Lt. 
ne Capt 
a 
tom ” 
Se. T Major 
Galdby, F. FE. A Capt. 
Galbraith, G. M. T Lt. 
Garbutt, J. C., I8264 Set. 
Gardner, A. J., 18682 Pte. 
Gascotzne, €.C.H.O. T Lt.-Col 
Gibton, W. D. T Capt 
4 A Lt.-Col, 
ri T, Major 
. Lecco, 
Gibbs, C., 11852 Sut. 


Gibbs, W. B. 
Gillard, ALS 
Gilson, F 


G. 
Goddard, T., 4583 
Gogarty, HE. 


2 Lt 


Goldsmid, S. A. 


Goodyear, J.H.,12156 1 
Goodyear, L. bt 
Gordon, W. A. Major 
i T Col. 
Gra =., 5260 Pte. 
Green, E. T Capt. 
Green, G. T., 80086 Pte. 
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hwy g ti ig me 
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81014 
1116 
4117 
15517 
205.18 
20:12 18 
6119 
30.119 
7618 
15616 
4117 
18 12.17 
28.116 
15817 
21219 
5619 
7121 
18 12.17 
4117 
19 10 16 
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NAME RANK GazeTTz Theatre 
of War of War 
F. Green, R., 10485 Sgt. 5/6/19 M. 
F. Griffiths, 201124 C.S.M. 22/5/17 F. 
M. Grogan, G. W. St. G. Major 1/1/16 F. 
” ” T/ Lt.-Col. 4/1/17 ‘s 
” ” ” 15/5/17 _ 
11/12/17, 
” ” ” 
S: + T, Brig.-Gen. 18/12/17, 
G. ‘ +8 20/12/18, 
F. ” 7 5/7/18 N.R. 
t ae ” 3/2/20 ” 
W.OAL Grosvenor, J. F. Major 11/6/18 E. 
M. Grover, G., 6430 S.M. 11/16 F. 
F. Guiness, O. C. Capt. 5/7/19 F 
|e 
> Hackett, H., 200114 Set. 30/5/18 I. 
si Hale, H., 25805 Cpl. 235/18 F 
if Hall, T., 9819 I. Svt. 17.90.18 oF 
ke eee ce 
Hamlett, J., 13265 THE TIMES WEDNESDAY 
e Hamshaw, N., 9764 
» pasha N97 FEBRUARY 6 1963 
FE: ankey, E. B. ! ' 
F. ” T| REV. J. E. GROSVENOR | 
Ss. eP B The Rev. John Ernest Grosvenor, of ' 
E ” Bn Blakedown, Worcestershire, who died in 
F Fein Re rere ia mary, sphciee: of acti. 
. Hansen, P., 14830 A Worcestershire and known in wider circles 
F Hanson, H. G. Lt] for his devotion to freemasonry and 
mountaineering. 
H nt? PD Hs ‘Born on November, 1, 1887, he was the 
Yr. arding. P. D. ‘Y fourth and only surviving son of George 
” Hardman, M. A] Wilham Grosvenor of Broome, who say 
x caves, P. W High Sheriff of ‘orcestershire in fe 
a Hargreaves: HE: Woo He was. educated at Harrow and then 
ae id became associated will ie family carpe’! 
Harman, A. R. It fact firm Woodward, Grosvenor | 
e: . and Co. Lid. ‘Kidderminster. being its 
. ve chairman and managing director from 1923 
ies tol . f : 
s. ” T ° He entered into the public life of Kidder- 
S$ Harris, T. C. F. Cay minster and like his grandfather and father 
K Eicdisen "FE. 91153) Pte became in 1226 mayor, Hs was governor | 
e Seay alae AL f K Charles I Sc! » Kidderminster, 
F. Hart, C. J. Ity for over 40 feats, a magistrate | [oe 
A vadene ca S vears. chal 
S Hawkey sh Oats _ . Ridderminster Borough Probation Panel 
G. Heagerty, A. Wi A} and for a time was chairman of the 
M. Heath, H. A I governors. of Kidderminster, Collere, “of 
. S 5 te Further Education. In 7 ie beca 
‘es He aes De a : ie president of Kidderminster Choral Society, 
” erbert, J. veda of which his father was founder president 
‘is Heritage, W., 9454 Pte jn 1899, He was High Sheriff of Worees: 
: PSC: : tershire in 1939 an e¢ same ¥ E 
G eae ners s ‘ made M.B.E. for political and public 
: : Dean) services. : 
M. Hickling, F.H.,240703 C.C ~ Grosvenor became a lay reader in the 
5 r a lioce: wi ster in 1938 and on his 
i SOAS Shes n ee from. business in 1946, began | 
F. Hirschfeld, F.,10415 Set. his theological studies au St. sont: College: 
oe a. AC ham, with the object of entering 
Hirst, A., 11719 Cs reins ministry He was ordained priest 
‘. Sie pete < I c at Worcester in 1948. served as curate of 
” Hitchman, J.,19018 1. C Churchill with Blakedown from 1947 to 
I. Hodgkinson, C., 8496 S.M 1952, and then became assistant porate in 
t c: ‘ : f e parish of Hagley. He held many ces | 
rs Holcroft, C. W. 7 : ie fecemusonry ead recently was made 
Vr. ae AL x T i Grand Chanlam | of the United Grand 
( on, PT. N. ! Lod England. 
M Haase dy 17781 Lec ce eekoe joined the Ist Volunteer 
Sos OIMES, Tey TALS. Battalion The Worcestershire Regiment in 
” Hopkins, W. J.,18643 4, 1905 and after serving in France and | 
F. Houlton,S.J.,.240631 Sgt, Flanders was promoted to the rank of 
M AN: Maj] maior in 1917 and commanded the 181 | 
M. rt " Brigade Machine Gun Company in | 
vest : lestine. ’ 
553 SS canbe of great experience, he was 
me a member of the Alpine Club for many 
years and a EN Shee of the Midland 
i ountaineers. 
are Lae married Margery Gertrude. 
daughter of CE. E. Bentall, of He ridac, 


and ig survived bv her and three 
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NAME RANK GazeTrE Theatre NAME RANk GazeEITE Theatr 
of War 0: Wiz 
tines, ye Ll: 17/2/15 OF. Lawrence, E.L.G. Capt. W1j/16 OF 
ughes, T. H. apt. 17/2/15 F. ‘ a 4/1/17 * 
Humphries, JG. 2/Lt. 1/1/16 F. ‘s - 11/12/17 ,, 
Humphries, L.W., — R.Q.M.S. 18/12/17 F. ss Bt.-Major 30/518 I. 
200709 i s 6/119, 
Hutton, T. A. T/Capt. 12/3/18 M. “ ie 5/619, 
Lawrence, V. A., Pte. 22)5/17 — F. 
242341 
Ingram, J., 7862 L/Sgt. 15/6/16 F. Lazarus, K. M. T/Major 9/7/19 F. 
Inwood, C. H. Q.M. &Hon.Lt. 13/7/16 G. Leatherland, W. H. Pte. 22/5/17 F 
‘ Capt. 12,318 M. 15607 
ri 49 5/6/19 Fi Leedham, J., 9221 C.S.M. 2812.18  F. 
Legge, A. E. J. T/Capt. 217,17 & 
Leggett, RA.C.L. — T/Lt.-Col. 41 F. 
Jackson CE-E, 2000605 30/5/18 I. Le Huguet, G. ee eae 
ames, H. T,Capt., 20/5/18 F. Leicester, P. A ‘Cat 1717 & 
: 5 201218, Lanes Be Trt. 9719 F 
James, H., 14343 Pte. 5'6/19 M. Lemon, A, 7184 Set. 17215 F. 
Jefferies, H. St. J. A, Lt.-Col. 181217 F, Lester, E. P. 2Lt 15616 F 
Jenkins, A., 240754 C/S.M. 22517 Fz Lester. F., 3513 Set. 22613 E. 
Jennings, RW. T/Lt. 15,616 F. Lillie, G., 6914 Pte. 22615 F. 
Jennings, W., 240045 Set. 61,19 I: Linton, C. S Capt 29615 *F. 
tae J. R., 4987 Cpl. 8 10/14 F. ied ; 15616 
Johnson, H. H.,57596 A/L-Cpl. 14/1/21 M. a“ Lt. 5517 
Johnson, J., 7987 Sgt. B14 F, " ad ee feanaae f 
Johnston, A. C. Capt. 172/15 F. Lloyd., R. B. T/Lt. 30.120 PW, 
” ” ae ” Loone, C. B., 11590 C.S.M. 281218 F. 
” ” iy ” Lowell, W., 200525 A/C.S.M. 305,18 1. 
” A/Lt.-Col. 22517 Lunn, J., 9160 C.S.M 15.817 M. 
“ a 18217, -ttleton ‘SM. 219M. 
Jones, B., 23394 Pte. 5619 M. De en 
Jones, H. B., 31344 A/C.S.M. 12/1/20 M. um a Sk a 
Jones, J. W. E., 11323 Cpl. 226/15  F. 
Jones, FB. 24415. Set 30.518 I, Maben, H. C. ate seen 
ones, W. 2'Lt. 5/11/15 G. m ‘Major Swe! 
Jones, W. J. O.M. & Hon.Lt. 5:6/19 IL. MacCarthy, D. J.F. A/Capt. 181217 F 
Jordan, E. O.M. & Hon.Lt. 4/1/17 F. Macdonald, $., 5775 C.S.M. 1116 E 
as =: a 22)5:17 P Maitland, J. P. S. Capt. 22615 F 
& Q.M. & Hon. Capt. 9,7/19 As ” ” W116 
Jotcham, L. N. 2Lt. 22517 *¥. Malone, W. T., 9065 Pte. 81014 | 
Juggins, T., 240343 Set. 61:19 1. Mann, H. G., 20419 Pte. 15817 : 
: Marryatt, R. H. A/Capt. 181217 F. 
” A/Major 97,19 " 
Kay, A. E., 19702 Pte. 22/5/17 F. Martin, J. E.,42774 Pte. 97.218 F. 
Keating, J., 7936 Set. 5/11/15 G: Mascord, J., 18833 Pte. 9'417 F. 
kerans, E. T. J. T, Major 15,616 FE, Mason, E., 44327 Sgt. 97,19 F 
a i 12:7:16 s Maund, A., 11729 Set. 15.616 F. 
i T/Lt--Col. 417 o McCombie, H. T;Capt. se F. 
i . 22/517 a ” ” io . 
King, D. Lt. 181217. ¥F. McGrath, J., 240800 Set. 97.19  F. 
King, J. R. W. T/Lt. 20/520 MM. McHugh, M., 240490 C.Q.M.S, 9719 F. 
kirby, R. M. T/Lt. 12/1/20 Ss. McNally, W., 10099 L/Cpl. gio F 
Knight, J. O. A;Capt. 97/19 F. Melmott E., 14765 Pte. 23:1,16 6. 
Knott,W. G. T.,26068 R.Q.M.S. 9.7/19 KF, Milnes, J. W.S. 2'Lt. 9719 F 
Milward, H. D. Lt -Col. 5719 5 r 
Mitchell, E. V. T, Capt. 18121 E 
Ladd, A. C. T/Lt. S2517 F: Molyneux, FE. S. T/Capt. 11217, F 
Lake, H. ¥ i Gant: 56.19 M. Monk, J. M. Capt. 1iis 
ambton, G. C. Major 226/15 F. ies he Wi + 
Aa Bt. Lt.-Col. 11/16 ah Monro, R. P. H. Hon. Major 111217 F. 
Lang, H. AL Major 5 1115 G. Montgomery, A.B. — A/Capt. 11217 F 
Lascelles, A. E, Lt.-Col. 17,215 F. Moore, A. G., 29386 L/Cpl. 97,19 F 
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Morgan, D. G. L.,9077 R.S.M. 22/5/17 
Morgan, F.G.,5174  C.S.M. 22/6/15 
Morris, H. F. M. 2/Lt. 22/1/19 
Morris, W., 26912 L/Cpl. 9/7/19 
Mould, J. T/Lt. 5/11/15 
” ” 4/1/17 
Moxey, A., 13436 L/Cpl. 22/5/17 
Munnik, S. T/Capt. 28/1/16 
Murphy, M. J., 5026 C.S.M. 8/10/14 
Murrell, E., 11095 Pte. 8/10/14 
MyddeltonGavey,F.E.Capt. 5/11/15 
Myles, E. K. 2/Lt. 19/10/16 
& T/Capt. 15/8/17 
Nancarrow, H. J. T/Lt. 22/1/19 
oS Hy 5/6/19 
Nesbitt, A. S. Capt. 17/2/15 
Newman, C., 10684 Pte. 22/6/15 
Niblett, B. M. T/Capt. 18/12/17 
Nicholas, F. 2/Lt. 18/12/17 
Nield, R. W. Capt. 5/6/19 
Norman, C., 13674 Pte. 22/6/15 
Northey, A. Lt. 17/2/15 
Nott, J. Lt. 9/7/19 
Nunn, M. H. T/Lt.-Col. 28/1/16 
Nunn, W., 64886 Sgt. 9/7/19 
O'Brien, F. J. A/Capt. 18/12/17 
Osborne, V. H., 44246 L/Cpl. 9,7/19 
Owen, W., 9311 C.S.M. 28/11/17 
Panting, W. H.,15607 Sgt. 22/5/17 
Pardoe, T. K. A/Lt.-Col. 22/5/17 
” » 18/12/17 
Parham, A. H., 51526 L/Cpl. 9/7/19 
Parker, N., 798 Sgt. 4/1/17 
Parker, S. Q.M. & Hon. Lt. 15/6/16 
be Q.M.& Hon.Capt. 9/7/19 
Parkes, J. A/Capt. 5,6/19 
Parkes, T. G. Lt. A/Major =. 28,12 18 
Parsons, C., 9671 Pte. 12/1/20 
Parsons, E. V. P. A/Capt. 23/5/18 
Pawsey, C. R. T/Lt. W116 
Peake, W. K. Lt.-Col. 1/1;16 
Pearce, C. J. 2;Lt. 4)1;17 
Pearman, S., 7383 Pte. 17/2/15 
Pearson, E., 4567 Q.M.S. 1/1/16 
A Staff S.M. 18/12/17 
Pearson, F. J. T/Major 9/7/19 
Perkins, F., 17729 Pte. 7/6/18 
Perry, J., 200072 Sgt. 6/1/19 
Phillips, L. G. Lt. 22,6/15 
5 A/Major 1/1/16 
* ae 28/12/18 
Pitt, W., 10383 Pte. 5S/LI/15 
” ” 5/5/16 
Plaistowe, A. 2/Lt. 11/16 
in T/Lt. 22;5.17 
Plant, W., 10850 Sgt. 17/2/15 
Plumb, C., 240940 Pte. 30/5/18 


i 


P75) aN af afb af ot 


pm 
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NAME RANK 
Polain, W. G., 14900 Pte. 
Polack, B. J. 2/Lt. 
Poole, A. T., 37853 A/Sgt. 
Poole, G., 16194 Pte. 
Potter, G. W., 241452 A/Sgt. 
Potter, P. W. 2/Lt. 
Pratt, A. B. T/Capt. 
Prattinton, F. W. Q.M. & Lt. 
Prescott, W. R. Lt. 

Price, S. J. T;Lt. 
Prince, A., 13917 Sgt. 
Pritchard, A. G., Sgt. 
240487 
Prosser, A. E. 2'Lt. 
Prytherck, M., 64594 L/Sgt. 
Pullan, E. G. 2/Lt. 
Quinn, J., 10271 R.Q.M.S. 
Rainey Robinson, Col. 
R.M. 
Ralston, C. H. 2;Lt. 

” Capt. & Adjt. 
Ratcliff, G., 38058  A/Sgt. 
Ray, A. D. H. Capt. 
Raybould, J. H., Pte. 

37903 

Rayer, J. E. 2/Lt. 
Reakes, R. R., 2773 A/Sgt. 
Reeves, S., 27710 Pte. 
Robbins, C., 10982 Pte. 
Robbins, C. A., 9238 C.Q.M.S. 
Roberts, A. W. T/Capt. 
Roberts, F. C. Lt. 

oF Capt. & Adjt. 

i A/Lt.-Col. 
Roberts, W. J., 5833 Cpl. 
Robinson, W. L. 2/Lt.att.R.F.C. 
Roden, H., 21211 Pte. 
Rose, R. A de B. T/Lt.-Col. 

s Col. 

ey T/Brig.-Gen. 
Round, W. G. 2/Lt. 
Rouse, A. 2/Lt. 
Rowden, C. R. T/Capt. 
Rowe, A. V. A; Major 
Rowe, D. N. T/Capt. 
Royals, F. H. S., L/Cpl. 

200569 
Ryan Bell, H. R. 2/Lt. 
Sabin, W. H., 2539 Sgt. 


Sallis, D. 
Samson, G., 10270 


GazettE. 


12/7/16 
19/10/16 
21/2/19 
30/1/19 
97/19 
22/5.17 
1/1/16 
9/7/19 
22/5/17 
1/7/16 
15/8/17 
9/7/19 


1/1/16 
9:7;19 
18/12/17 


9/4/17 
28/12/18 


6/12/16 


17/2/15 
1/1/16 
21/2/19 
5/8/15 
12/1/20 


18/12/17 
4/1/17 
22/5/17 
17/2/15 
27/8/18 
4/1/17 
17/2/15 
15/6/16 
11/12/17 
23/5/18 
28/12/18 
9/7/19 
1/1/16 
25/1/17 
4/1/17 
31/5/16 
16/12/18 
31/1/19 
20/10, 20 
18'12/17 
15,616 
25/9/16 
9/7;19 
22/5/17 
22/3/17 


18/12/17 


4/1/17 


Q.M. &Hon.Maj. 4/1/17 


R.Q.MS. 


22'5/17 


Theatre 
of War 


G. 
M. 


TEM mw 


mm 


taf ost 


NAME RANK 


Samut, L. R. 2/Lt. 
Saunders, A. E.,38018 C.S.M. 


Shaw, H., 40254 L/Cpl. 
Shelton, W. A., 7137 Pte. 
Sidaway, W. H., Sgt. 
201304 
Simpson, E. M. Capt. 
Sladden, Cok. A/Major 
Slaughter, G. A. Lt. 
Sleet, F., 5867 C.S.M. 


Slough, H. C., 240587 Pte. 


Smith, J., 15167 Pte. 
Snow, T., 21543 Pte: 
Sole, D. M. A. Capt. 
an T/Major 
ns T/Lt.-Col. 
Southall, T., 13004 Sgt. 
Southwood, S. W. 2/Lt. 


Staniforth, F., 15108 Pte. 
Stanton, A.W., 241798 Pte. 


Startin, W., 10733 Pte. 
Stephenson- Capt. 
Fetherstonhaugh, in 
A. J. . 
T/Major 
Sterry, F.C., 18261 Sgt. 


Stevens, L. M. 
Stevenson, G., 6300 Sgt. 


Stevenson, R. W. T/Capt. 
Stewart, C. E., 8537. Cpl. 


Stewart, C.H.S., Sgt. 
64163 
Stockton, J., 4129 A/R.S.M 
Stokes, C., 11038 Pte 
mr L/Cpl. 
Stone, G. F. Lt 
Stone, J. L. r/c 


, STONE, 


Stone, N. H. 
Stoney, G. J. L. 
Street, N. K. Capt 
Stuart, B. F. B. Lt.-Col. 


Such, W. R., 8367 Pte. 
Sweetman, M. J. Major 
Tait, A. V., 11044 Pte. 
Taylor, G. T., 240713 Set. 


Taylor, J. R., 21618 L Cpl. 
Taylor, W. W., 27027 Pte. 
Tears, J., 28505 Sgt. 


T/Brig.-Gen. 


NE-—On J 


Flowers to 
Cay t Pevensey Road 
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25/1/17 
12/3/18 
G/1/19 
8/10/14 
18/12/17 


28/1/16 
12/7/16 
19/10/16 
15/8/17 
21/2/19 
11/6/20 
17/2/15 
5/5/16 
30/5/18 
28/1/16 
22/6/15 
15/6/16 
4/1/17 
18/12/17 
24/5/18 
28/12/18 
9,7/19 
28/1/16 
21/2/19 
12/1/20 
6/1/19 
8/10/14 
1/1/16 
4/1/17 
11/12/17 
2) 12/18 
18/12/17 


Major(T/Lt.-Col.) 4/1/17 


23/5/18 
28/12/18 
23/1/16 
15/5/17 
17/2/15 
9/7/19 


22/5/17 
22/6/15 
18/12/17 
23/5/18 


of War 


Be 
M. 
I. 

F. 


F 
G. 


= 


mato ts 


F, 


STO! 3." Yollowing an 
golttioe x Cheltenham, Sir Leonarp 


O.B.E. (Jack), husband 


SE Mahebe: Much loved by all his family. 


T/C Private funeral aoa Taped Jam 


R.A. Hayland ata, 


Eastbourne, 
28 f 16 
17/2/15 
17/2/15 
17/2;15 


23/5/18 
30/5/18 
61/19 
1 1/16 
27,8/18 
18/12/17 


mma | 
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Temple, R. D. Capt. 

” T/Lt.-Col. 
Templeton, J.F.  Q.M. & Lt. 
Thomas, W., 241241 Spt. 
Thompson, G. A Lt. T/Capt. 


Thompson, H. E.,9192R.Q.M.S. 


Thompson, J., 12073 Drummer 
Thorne, W. H. T/Lt. 
Tibbetts, J. H.,27796 Pte. 


Timms, G., 2533 Pte. 
Tingey, J. W., 9184 C.S.M. 
Tolley, W. H., 6/9138 C.S.M. 
Tomkinson, F. M. Capt. 

. Major 

Re A/Lt.-Col. 
Tomkinson, G. S. 
Tooze, T. H. R.Q.M.S. 

“ Capt. 

Tough, C. C., 4893 Sgt. M. 


A/Q.M. 


Traill, R. F. Major 
Traske, W. F., 17100 Sgt. 
Tucker, F. St. G. T/Major 
Turner, G., 41623 L/Sgt. 
Turner, T. H. L. 2) Lt. 
Turton, J., 240378 = Sgt. 
Tyrie, J. A,Capt. 
Tyrwhitt, F. St. J. Capt. 

_ Major 

a) T/Lt.-Col. 


Unifreville, R. B 


Underhill, W. A. Capt. 
Urwick, L. F. Capt. 

ry T/Major 
Usher, A. C., 7968 Pte. 
Vaughan, P. FE. T;Lt.-Col. 
Vicarage, L. J., 7987 Sgt. 
Viney, S. H., 16255 Sgt. 
Vyvyan, R. E. A/Major 


Wainman, P. S. G. 


Walker, H., 12620 Cpl. 
Wall, J. R. Q.M. Hon. Lt. 
Wallace, G. R. A/Capt. 


Capt. & Bt.Maj. 
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5619 | 
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17215 F. 
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MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES. 


NAME Rank GazeT1z Theatre NAME Rank GazETTE Theatre 

of War . of War 
Walsh, M. R. Capt. 22/6/15 Whitty, A. Q.M.& Hon.Capt. 17/2/15 F. 
A Bt. it/Col. 4/1/17 *, y Major 1/1/16 i 
é ” W/12/17_—,, ” s 4/1/17 ” 
e 20/12/18, Wilce, G. T., 26073. C.Q.M.S. 9/7/19 F. 
ia " 5/7/19 i Wilkes, C. J., 241112 Sgt. 18/12/17 F. 
Ward, W., 15243 C.S.M. 21/2/19 M. Wilkins, K. W. Capt. 4/1/17 F. 
Ward, W. E., 2237. -C.S.M. 30/11/15 F. Williams, H., 23254 Sgt. 22/5/17 F, 
Ware, F., 9146 Pte. 19/10/14 F. Willoughby, G., 8833 A/R.S.M. 9/7/19 F. 
Watkins, A. P. T/Lt. 18/12/17. F. Wilmot, T. N. 2/Lt. 1/1/16 F. 
Watson, G. G. T/Capt. 9/4/17 F. Wilson, C. J. A/Capt. 12/1/20 S. 
Watson, T. H. A/Lt.-Col. 23/5/18 F. Wilson, H., 14109 Sgt. 5/6/19 M. 
Wells, A. V., 11341 Cpl. 1/1/16 F. Wilson, R. E. Lt. 18/1217 F. 
Wenham, E. K. 2/Lt. 6/1/19 lL Winnington, J. F.S. Major 22/6/15 F; 
Westmacott, C. B. Lt.-Col. 8/10/14 F. 6 23 12/7/16 G. 
i T/Brig.-Gen. 17/2/15 Ms a A/Lt.-Col. 5/6/19 E. 
Westwood, T. E., gt. VWA1/16e F. Wodehouse, E. C.F. A/Lt.-Col. 22/6/15 F. 
11795 a 4/1/17 i Wood, G. -A/Capt. 9/7/19 F, 
Wevell, W. H. 2/Lt. 15/6/16 FF. Wood, H. G. W. Capt. 18/12/17. F, 
Whalley, P. R. A/Lt.-Col. 18/12/17 F. i 6/1/19 I. 
i 3 28/12/18, Woodcock, W. E. A/Capt. 9/7/19 KF. 
Wheeler, W. H., 4214 L/Cpl. 1/1/16 F. Workman, F., 5610 C.S.M. 8/10/14 F. 
Whetton, J.W.W. = Pte. 98/12/18 F. Worrall, J., 16346 Sgt. 30/1/19 S. 
41137 Worsley, B., 12509 Sgt. 12/7/16 G. 
Whitehurst, A. P. 2;Lt. 23/5/18 F. Wrenford, A. L. A/Lt.-Col. 23/5/18 =F. 
Whiteside, E., 15510 L/Cpl. ANT F Wright, G. 2/Lt. 15/6/16 F. 
Whittington, B.,12133L/Cpl. 8/10/14 F Wright, J. A/Capt. 18/12/17 F. 


pry UNE '794 


Th 


Digitized by Google 


THE HISTORY OF OUR STAR BADGE 


The earliest known representation of our star badge. 


Captain Lord Petersham, 29th Regt., 
in 1777, wearing the star on his 
shoulder-belt, from the engraving 
from the painting by James, Fraser 
now in the mess at the Depot. 


The old star badge of the 29th, as The old star badge of the 36th 
shown on the Regimental Bookplate as worn before 1815. 
before the War. 


APPENDIX _ IL. 


The Badges, Colours and Distinctions of the Regiment 


Badges have been used by fighting troops as distinguishing marks since the very earliest 
times, and several of the badges of British regiments are as old as the regiments themselves ; but 
the present importance of regimental badges dates from the reorganization of 1881. Till that 
year the regiments of the Line were designated by numbers (a), and those numbers were displayed 
on their caps and shakos. In that year, when the old numbers were superseded by ‘ Territorial ’ 
titles, it was decided that distinctive badges should take the place of the banished numerals. 

It was, however, no easy matter to design sufficient badges of really different character to 
enable all the sixty-nine Line regiments to be easily distinguished. The matter ought to have been 
carefully considered and co-ordinated : had that been done, a really satisfactory series might have 
been evolved ; but in practice the new badges were arranged without much care or forethought. 
As a result the devices of many regiments are now almost indistinguishable from several others. 

Our own Regiment was one of the sufferers. 

The Ist Battalion, the old Twenty-Ninth, already possessed two old devices—the elongated 
star of the Garter and the Lion of the Royal Crest—while the 2nd Battalion, the old Thirty-Sixth, 
cherished their ancient motto “ Firm.” 

Taking these in turn. In the XVIIth Century and earlier the Star of the Order of the Garter 
was often made elongated, with an oval centre. Later, under Hanoverian influence, the Star and 
the Garter assumed their present circular shape; but the officers of the Coldstream Guards and 
other Household Regiments (b) still wear the star in its ancient elongated form. The rank and 
file of the Coldstream Guards wear a version of that star (the Star elongated but the Garter circular) 
as a valise ornament. 

The old Twenty-Ninth were originally raised by a Coldstream Guards officer (Colonel 
Farrington in 1694) and subsequently were commanded by various officers from that Regiment. 
To that association is due, in all probability, the fact that in the XVIIIth century the officers of the 
Twenty-Ninth wore the elongated Garter Star on their shoulder-belts (c) and the rank and file wore 
a pouch ornament identical in shape with those of the Coldstream Guards. That pouch ornament 
(now called ‘‘ The Valise Star ’’) has been retained unchanged, except for a variation in the central 
device, from the AVIIIth century (¢) to the present day; but the star on the officers shoulder- 
belts was replaced during the last years of the XVIIIth century by a new device: the Lion of 
the Royal Crest. 

This badge, now familiar as forming part of the Royal Crest on the caps of Brigadiers and 
on the reverse of shillings, was then, apparently, reserved for the King’s Company of the Grenadier 
Guards. Why our Regiment was granted the badge is now unknown, but the grant was probably 
made at the time of the close association of the old Twenty-Ninth with the Royal Family at Windsor 
in 17 1, when Princess Augusta presented us with our Regimental March. However that may be, 
the Lion device appeared on the officers shoulder-belt plates in 1797, and during the Peninsular War 
the badge was borne on the Regimental Colour, embroidered above the Regimental numeral 
“XXIX ” (e. 

When new Colours were issued to replace those shot to pieces at Albuhera, the Lion badge— 
which apparently had not been duly registered at the Herald’s College—was omitted ; and unfortun- 
ately no effort seems to have been made at the time to get it confirmed ; but the device continued 
to be worn by the officers on shoulder-belt and shako until the Crimean War. Then it lapsed, but 
was revived again on cap and collar in 1887, thanks to the interest and researches of the late Colonel 
H. E. Everard. 

The old elongated Garter Star of the Regiment was not seen in its original form during the 
XIXth Century, except in the form of the valise ornament of the rank and file ; but the memory of 
it lingered on and was preserved on the device of the Regimental notepaper and bookplates (/). 


(a) Most regiments had also a ‘ Territorial’ subsidiary title, e.g., 29th (Worcestershire) Regt., 36th (Herefordshire) 
Regt. Several regiments possessed authorised devices which were displayed on the cap in addition to the 
number, 

(6) The ofticers of the Coldstream Guards wear the clongated Garter Star as a Cap-badge. The Life-Guards, Royal 
Horse Guards, Grenadier Guards aad Coldstream Guards all wear the same star as rank badges on the shoulder. 

(c) Sce Figure 1. Badges were not then wora on cap or collar. There is a tradition that the Valise Star was granted 
to the Twenty-Ninth for special ‘ Service in the field,” but in what campaign is unknown. 

(@) The first record of it is in 1786. (e) Sce Figure 5. (f) See Figure 2. 
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In 1881 a star badge of a sort was sanctioned for the Regiment, but the star itself was as 
broad as it was long. Six years later, thanks to the efforts and researches of Colonel Everard, 
permission was obtained for the officers to wear a Star of slightly elongated shape ; but the centre oi 
the Star remained circular. As a result, the manufacturers, whenever possible, made the star 
circular to correspond with the centre—-for the designing of a long star with a round centre is not 
easy—and in 1895, when the introduction of a new forage cap led the War Oftice to design new 
cap-badges, the official pattern of the Regimental Star became absolutely circular. That circular 
Star was further obscured by the addition of a big brass scroll—a scroll which was appended to the 
badge of nearly all Line regiments who bore stars, apparently in order to prevent their badges being 
contused with those of the Foot Guards (a). For during the XI Xth Century (6) very many regiments 
had adopted Star badges—most of which were copied, directly or indirectly, trom those of the 
Prussian Guard, and which, like their famous prototype, were ‘ circular’ in shape—as broad as they 
were long. To most of these the ‘ distinguishing ’’ brass scroll was now appended, with the 
result that the badges of the East Yorkshire, Cheshire and East Surrey Regiments were almost 
indistinguishable from that issued to the Worcestershire Regiment. 

‘The great inconvenience of this similarity was not fully realised until the introduction of a 
universal pattern service dress made the cap badge the only means of distinguishing one regiment 
from another. Then efforts were begun to get the Regiment a distinctive device by reverting to the 
old shape of the Garter Star; but no alteration had been sanctioned before the War; and during 
the War the similarity of the badge worn by our officers and men to those worn by several other 
regiments was a source of constant confusion. 

After the War the efforts to regain a distinctive badge were renewed and at last with succ 
A Regimental committee was formed to deal with the question and, after three years of correspondence, 
applications and refusals, the Regiment was finally granted permission for all ranks to wear the old 
AV Ith century shape of Garter Star(c). Consequently we are now the only Regiment in the Service, 
apart from the officers of the Coldstream Guards, who wear an elongated star with an oval centre (4). 

At the same time an attempt was made to obtain official recognition for the Lion badge, which 
although actually worn by all ranks was not shown in the Army List or on the Colours. This proved 
very difficult, for all recorded Regimental devices are subject to strict inspection by the Heralds’ 
College ; and the Heralds’ College, as we have told above, had no record of the original grant. 
Fortunately however the centre tragment of the Regimental Colour carried in the Peninsular War 
is still preserved by the Ist Battalion (Figure 4) and this was adduced as evidence. The Heralds’ 
College were at first inclined to discount such traditional evidence, but the reputation won by the 
Regiment in the War (c), and also the good officers of General Sir Francis Davies K.C.B., K.C.M.G., 
K.C.V.O. who most kindly interested himself in the matter, eventually induced the authorities to 
withdraw their opposition ; and the Lion device is now officially recognized. 

On the Peninsular Colours the Lion was embrvidered above the numeral “ XXIX.” The 
number, being no longer an official designation, was replaced by the Regimental motto “ Firw,” 
and the badge now authorized for the centre of the Regimental Colour (Figure 5) thus combines 
the ancient devices of the two old Battalions. 

That combined device of the Royal Lion and “ Firm” was also introduced as the centre 
device of the elongated star which was restured to the Regiment at the same time. 

In all its parts, therefore, the present badge of the Kegiment is one of the oldest in the Army, 
the elongated star having been in use (Figure 1) in 1777, the Lion in 1797 and the motto ‘‘ Firm” 
having been used continually by the old Thirty Sixth, according to Colonel Burne’s affidavit of 
1810 (f), since at least thirty-seven years before that date—since the year 1773. 


(a; A quite unnecessary precaution in view ot the Foot Guards’ widely different uniform, 

(b) Tins does not mean that some of the present star badges are not of respectable antiquity ; the 11th (Deveas,, 
V6 (Bedfords) and 22nd (Cheshire) can all claim more than a hun decd years bend their devices. 

(c, At the same time permission was obtained to wear tie restored star oa tie regimental buttons. Incidentally the 
researches of the Committee brougat to light a second precedent for the preseat badge ; for it was tou ad 
that the 2nd Battalion-—the old Lhirty-Sixth—by a curious coincidence had worn during the Pemasular 
war the very similar device shown in Ligure 3. 

(@) The Kings Dragoon Guards now wear (since 1914) a star with an oval centre, but their star itself is practically 
circular, and is quite ditierent from ours in every detail. 

(c) It is to be noted that the Lion badge was not asked for as a War Honour (though that was coasidered) but as 4 
restoration of the old badge borne in the Peninsular War, Uatortunately the War Olbce officials who evelval 
the Army Order announcing the change blundered curiously, and introduced as a“ new" badge two of the 
oldest devices in the Army. tas to be hoped that the misleading announcement may some day be recited. 

(J) The earliest known authority for the usc of the motto is an atidavit signed in 1810 by Colonel Robert Burne, then 
commanding the Turty-Sixth, declaring that the motto had, to his positive knowledge, been used by the 
Regiment for thirty-seven years ‘and how Jong previous thereto T cannot set forth.” A facsinule of the 
document Was preseated te the Regiment by Captam A. T. Bauer, MC., Private Secretary to Garter King ot 
Arms, and is now at the Depot. The origin of the Motto is at present unknown; but it was the private 
family motto of bicld-Marshal Lord Stair, Commander-in-Chiet of the British Army at Dettingen and atter- 
wards, and it seems not impussible that research may yet produce evidence of some delimte grant of the Muto 
by the old Field-Marshal to the Kegiment. 
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THE OLD COLOURS OF THE Ist BATTALION. 


Presented 18th July, 1841. Laid to rest in Worcester Cathedral 11th November, 1922. 
The Portrait hanging between the Colours is that of Ensign Vance, who saved the 
Regimental Colour of the 29th, at the cost of his life in the Battle of Albuhera. 
The pole of the Regimental Colour is shorter than that of the King’s Colour, since 
the butt of the pole was shot away in the Battle of Sobraon. 


. moe 


THE LION BADGE. 


Borne on the Colours of the 29th in the Peninsular War. THE CENTRE OF 
Photograph of the centre fragment of the THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR. 


Regimental Colour saved by Ensign Vance 
at Albuhera, now in the Mess of the 


As now authorized (1923) 
Ist Battalion. 


with the Lion Badge restored. 
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BADGES, COLOURS AND _ DISTINCTIONS. Appendis II. 


Besides those principal devices the Regiment has another well known badge—the Naval 
Crown, commemorating the victory of the Glorious Ist of June 1794. That badge was conferred 
on the Regiment by his Majesty in 1909—one of the results of the work of a committee which was 
then endeavouring to put right some of the more obvious anomalies in the granting of battle honours. 
The Naval Crown badge has also been conferred on the Queen’s Regiment for that same battle, 
and on the Welch Regiment for a previous naval victory in 1782. 

Other badges which have been borne by the Regiment at different times include the Irish 
Harp granted to the Militia Battalions for their services in 1798 and displayed on their Colours ; 
the Castle of Worcester, worn on cap and collar by all ranks from 1881 to 1887; and the United 
Red and White Rose, symbolic of England, the only badge officially recognized for the Colours of the 
Regiment from 1881 till 1923. 

For Regimental Colours have been most carefully regulated ever since 1751, when the present 
rules came into force by which each marching battalion displays two Colours, the National Flag, 
or ‘‘ Kings Colour,” and the “ Regimental ’’ Colour, which displays the characteristic devices and 
distinctions of the Regiment concerned.. The former has always been the “ Union Flag ’’—the 
“Union Jack ” (a): the latter has varied at different periods. 

The general rule has been that the ‘‘ Regimental Colour ” should be of the hue of the ‘ facings’ 
—the distinctive collar and cuffs—of the Regiment. During their separate existence the facings 
of the two old Regiments which are now our Ist and 2nd Battalions were different—the Twenty- 
Ninth wore pale yellow and the Thirty-Sixth wore bright green. But in the year when these two 
Regiments were forcibly combined into one it was decreed that all English regiments should wear 
white facings (6). The spirit of the different regiments was too strong to permit that. alteration 
to be permanent, and one after another the old Line Regiments obtained permission to revert to 
their traditional facings ; but the facings of the two Battalions of our Regiment had been so widely 
different that agreement was difficult ; and it was not until after the War that it was agreed to 
abandon the old colours of the Ist Battalion and to adopt for all purposes (c) the green facings 
of the old Thirt .-Sixth. 

That colour—which has been described in the Army List at different periods as “ Bright 
green,” ‘‘ Full green,’”’ “‘ Emerald green,” ‘‘ Grass green”’ or simply ‘‘ Green”’) is the brightest 
shade of green worn by any Regiment in the Army, and when eventually new Colours are issued 
to match the restored facings, our Colours should be easily distinguishable from those of any other 
marching regiment (d). 

At present (1927) however all our Battalions still carry the colours associated with the former 
white facings—the Red Cross of St. George on a white field—the ancient flag of England; for new 
Colours are only issued to Battalions once in a generation, except by special request or by special favour. 

It is in fact, as a rule, a point of pride to retain old Colours as long as they are in any way 
serviceable. It was not until long after the War—on Armistice Day 1922—that the old Colours 
of the lst Battalion were laid to rest after eighty years of service, travel and adventure. Before 
the war, those old Colours were the pride of the veteran Battalion. The pole of the Regimental 
Colour was shorter than that of the Kings Colour—for at Sobraon a cannon-ball had shattered 
the butt of the pole and killed the ensign—and the Colours themselves were mere shreds of faded 
silk, honoured by alkranks as being almost the last Colours in use which had actually faced the enemy’s 
fire (ce). 

Shoes Colours were not the only distinction of the old Twenty-Ninth. Among other 
peculiaritics, the custom of the officers wearing the sword at mess was perhaps the best known. 
That custom dates traditionally from 1746, when the Regiment, then in Canada, was surprised by 
the Red Indians when the officers were at table. In the latter part of the XIXth century a Colonel 
brought in from another regiment caused a partial discontinuance of the old custom, but still 


the orderly officer always wears his sword at table, and there is hope that our custom may eventually 
teceive definite official recognition. 


No account of the Regiment would be complete without reference to ‘‘our Cousins,” the 
Lincolnshire Regiment, and to the other Regiments with whom we have special relations. Ever since 
the Sikh wars, and possibly before them, the officers and sergeants of the Lincolnshire—the old 


(a) Before 1845 the Regimental Battle-Honours were embroi don both tue King’s and the Regi nental Colour ; 
and that custom is still preserved by the Foot Guards; but in that year other Kegiments were ordered to 
discontinue the embrvidering of Battle-Honours cn the King's Colour, Thencetorward the King’s Colours 
of Regiments bore only the title of the unit until 1922, whcn by his Majesty’s command the ten Battle- 
Honours authorised for each regiment's services in the Great War were placed upon the King’s Colour. 

(6) Except ‘ Royal’ regiments which retained dark blue. 

(c) In 1897 green tacings had been adopted for the officers’ Mess jacket. 

(a) Three other Regiments—Green Howards, $.W.B., and Dorsets—also wear "‘ grass-green’’ ; but theirs is a distinctly 
darker shade—a fact which the Army List recognizes by describing our facings as ‘‘ Grass green (emerald).” 

(e) The fractice of carrying Colours in action was discontinucd after 1882. 
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Tenth Foot—have been permanent honorary members of our messes and have given us the like 
privilege in return. The friendship began, according to tradition, in the Napoleonic Wars and was 
clinched by the friendship between the two Regiments in India during the early ’forties of the last 
century (a). 

A similar and even older friendship exists between our Ist Battalion and the Ist Battalion 
of the Norfolk Regiment—the old Ninth Foot. In this case the relationship can certainly be traced 
to the sharp advanced guard action at Rolica. Definite conformation of the old friendship did 
not exist until 1912, when the traditional relationship was sealed by the exchange of formal letters (5). 


The War itself was responsible for some additions to our list of Honorary Members. Before 
the Battle of Loos, as recorded in Chapter VII. of this book (page 122), the 2nd Highland Light 
Infantry were made Honorary Members by our 2nd Battalion ; and after the nght on the Transloy 
Ridges in which Lieutenant Bennett gained his Victoria Cross (pages 205-6) the French 66th Regiment, 
through whose lines the 2nd Worcestershire attacked, were likewise made Honorary Members of 
the mess of the Battalion. That French regiment has now been disbanded, but we trust that there 
may still be some of their old officers who will recall the day and will accept the permanent invitation. 

A similar lapse has taken place, alas, in the case of our 4th Battalion. After the march to 
the Rhine and before the 29th Division was broken up, the units of the 88th Brigade—2nd Hampshire, 
Ist Essex and 4th Worcestershire—sealed their long association by a similar exchange of honorary 
membership ; and if our 4th Battalion is ever revived there will be two messes in which its officers 
and N.C.O’s. will be welcomed for old time’s sake—for the memory of those days when the Brigade 
stormed the cliffs of Gallipoli, threw back the advancing enemy at Cambrai, and held firm at La 
Créche against all attacks during the stern struggle in the valley of the Lys. 


The last parade of the old Colours of the 29th, Alexandria, 1913. 


(a) See Colonel Everard’s " Records of the XXIN Regt.” page 433. For many years after that date the Adjutan’: 
of the two Regiments used to write to cach other sem-otticially as‘ My dear Cousin.”" 
(b) The Ictters concerned will be found printed in the IEstory of the Norfolk Regiment, Vol. IT 
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Decision as to the re-numbering of Battalions in 1922 


When in 1922 orders were issued for the disbandment of our 3rd and 4th Battalions (see 
page 515) it was feared that the surviving Battalions of the Regiment would be renumbered in 
numerical sequence, in the same way as other Regiments of the Line. It seemed probable that 
the two Militia Battalions would be amalgamated as the 3rd Battalion and that the two Territorial 
Battalions would be rechristened 4th and 5th. Such a renumbering would not only have destroyed 
the fine fighting tradition associated with the numbers of our 7th and 8th Battalions but would 
also have obscured the record of the disbanded 3rd and 4th Battalions. 


Efforts were made to avert that possibility, and an official letter signed by General Sir George 
Higginson was put up to the War Office, detailing the record of the several Battalions and pointing 
out how that record would be impaired by any change of number. 


The reply by the Army Council was contained in the letter which follows, and which ensures 
that no such change will be made. 


War Office 
London, S.W. 1. 
15th June 1922. 
20/Infantry/1549 (A.G.2.A.) 
Sir, 

With reference to your letter regarding the 
retention of the present numerical designations of 
Battalions of the Worcestershire Regiment on the dis- 
bandment of the 3rd and 4th Battalions, I am commanded 
by the Army Council to inform you that they fully 
appreciate the feelings of the Regiment in this matter, and 
have decided that Battalions of the Worcestershire 
Regiment which are being retained in the Army shall 
continue to bear the number they at present hold. 

I am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant 
(Signed) H. J. CREEDY. 


Gen. Sir G. W. A. Higginson, G.C.B. 
Colonel, The Worcestershire Regiment, 
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THE REGIMENTAL MARCHES 


Badge borne on the Colours of the 29th 
in the Peninsular War 


REGIMENTAL QUICK MARCH 
“ROYAL WINDSOR” 


This March was presented to the 29th Regiment in 1791 by H.R.H. Princess Augusta, daughter of k-< 
George III. The Regisnent was then doing Guard duty at Windsor. The march is understood tu have 
composed by the Princess (although a Russian origin has also been suggested). The march has been p 
ever since by the Ist Battalion, and since 1881 has been played by all Battalions of the Regiment. 

In the Peninsular and Sikh Wars this march was used by the Band to play the Regiment into aii: 
A similar instance in 1918 will be found on page 341. 
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Cap Badge of the 36th 


“THE POACHER” 


This famous old tune was used as a quick march by the 36th Regiment, now the 2nd Battalion, before 
1881. The date and reason of its adoption are now unknown. The same tune, with some slight variations, 
is used by several other regiments, notably the 10th (Lincolnshire) and the 58th (the old Rutlandshire, now 
the 2nd Northamptonshire). 


In tribute both to the memory of the old 36th, and also to our great friendship with “Our Cousins” 
the Lincolnshire Regiment, this tune is nowadays played once through before “ Royal Windsor.” 


567 


yr JUNE 12 99 


ASSEMBLY MARCH 


“HEARTS OF OAK” 


Played before parades by the drums, as the companies march on to the Battalion parade groun¢. 


The tradition is that this tune, then a popular song, was played by the ship’s band of H.M.S.“ Bruns. 


on board which a detachment of the 29th was then serving, as she went into action on “ 


of June.” 


After that battle the tune was uscd by the 29th as an assembly call for all duties. 
“ parades were formed—guards paraded (cr) picquets marched (off)— 


Oak’ ” (Records of the XXIX. Regiment Page 413). 


The Glorious Fir 
* Befuree 


-a drum and fife beat off ‘ Heams < 


Tre words as here printed, which differ slightly from the usually accepted version, were given te‘ 
compiler by Colonel R. J. Watson (29th Regt. 1860—1884) as being the wording always used by the Battalio: 
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Badge used by the 29th in 1877 


REGIMENTAL SLOW MARCH 


“DUCHESS OF KENT” 


This March is believed to have been composed by the Duchess of Kent, mother of Queen Victoria, and 
‘have been presented to the 29th Regiment. It is understood that when the Regiment was reviewed by 
uen Victoria at Windsor in 1877 the original manuscript was submitted to Her Majesty at her request. 
nfortunately it was not afterwards returned to the Regiment and has not since been traccd. 


This slow march is also used by some other regiments, including the Royal Artillery. 
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Wuus, A. L., 2/Lt.—Lt. - - - - 105, 106, 258 
Wits, J., C.S.M. = 2 - = = 152 
Wiimor, T.N,, 2/Lt. = - - 160, 190, 532, 557 
Witmorr, J. D., Lt. - - - - - 117 
Wuson, Canon — - - - - - 121 
Wison, C. J.,Capt. - - - - 557 
Wiison, F., Cpl. - = = Be » = B45 
Wuson, Sir Heory, Gen. - - - - axvit 
Wuson, H., Sgt. - - - - - 557 
Wisoy, H., L/Cpl. - - - - - 545 
Witson, H. - - - - - 67, 121 
Wnison, J.C., 2/Lt.  - - - - 175, 429, 502 
Wuson, J. W., Sgt. - - - - - 549 
Wison, R. E., 2/Lt. = - - - 202, 295, 557 
Witson, W.C., 2/Lt. = - - - - 66, 128 
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Wnsor, W. P., Lt. - - 
‘Winaare, D., Capt., (Cameronians) 


xxviii, 39, 60, 61, 63, 64, 102, 


67, 


‘Wineate, D., Lt. - - 
Winnixcton, J. F. S., Capt—Major 
104, 106, 
Winntncton, J. F. S., Mrs. - 
Winter, R. W., L/Cpl. - - 
Winters, W. H., Sgt. fe 
Wintie, F. E., Sgt. - - 
Wispow, G., L/Cpl. = - 
Wiston, A., 2/Lt. 7 a 
Wrrners, F.C., Sgt. - 
Witney, H. B., Pte. = = 
Writs, T., Pte. - = - 
Wovgnouss, E. C. F., Major—Lt.-Col. 
Wopenousg, E. C. F., Mrs. - 
Wottey-Dop, Col. - - 
Woop, A. H., Pte. - - 
Woop, A. J., Cpl. a - 
Woop, E. A., 2.Lt. < * 
Woop, F., Pte. - a = 
Woon, F. J., Pte. = - 
Woon, G., Capt. - in = 
Woop, H., Cpl. - = - 
Woop, H., Pte. - ~ ix 
Woop, H. G. W., Capt. - 
Woop, J..L., Lt.-Col. - - 
Woop, J.S., Lt.-Col. - - 
Woop, R., Pte. - - 
Woon, S. F., Capt. = - 


Wooppurn, L., C.Q. 
Woopcock, W. E., Capt. - 


Woopcrort, G., Pte. - - 
Woonuap, F.C. T., 2/Lt. - 
Woopnouge, T. W., Pte. - 
Woopnovse, W. E., 2/Lt. - 
Woops, H. W., 2/Lt.  - - 
Woopwarp, A., L/Cpl. - - 
Woopwarp, G. E., 2/Lt. - 


Wootprincs, J. H. Pte. - - 
Woottarp, F. B., Sgt. - - 
Wooswam, R. B., 2/Lt. - - 
Wooster, H.C., Pte. - - 
Wooton, J.C., Pte. - - 


Worcester, F., Pte. - - 
Worpincuam, V. R., 2/Lt. - 
Workwan, A., Pte. - - 


Workman, F.,C.S.M. 0 - - 
Worxaan, G., L:Cpl. — - 


Workmay, P., Cpl. - - 
Worratt, J., Sgt. - - 
Worstey, B.,C.S.M. 0 - - 


Worster, F.C., 2/Lt.—Capt. - 
Worter, R.E.,Capt.  - - 
Wortincton, F. N. 2 Lt. - 
Wrenrorp, A. L., Lt.-Col. - 
Wricut, A. H., 2/Lt.  - - 
Waricut, F. L., Lt. - - 
Waricur, G., 2/Lt. - - 
Waicur, J., Capt - - 
Wricut, JRSM. - - 
Wricut, R. K., Lt., (Bedfords) - 
Wricntson, E., Lt. - - 
Wyatt, Set., (Coldstream Guards) 

Wvart, H. E., Lt. - - 
Wvart, R., Pte. - - - 
Wver, F. A., Pte. - - 
Wyvers, W.M., Pte. - - 
Wyvry, J. E., Pte. - - 
Water, R. C., 2/Lt.—Lt.—Capt. 


Wytugs, C. A., Lt. - e 


526, 550, 657, photo 52, portrait 106 


50 
545 
545 
545 
545 
308 
546 

, 545 
545 
89, 54, 56, 60, 61, 68, 


64, 557, photo 52, portrait 64 


- 188, 872, 374, 383, 


121, 391, 392, 898, 525, 


- iz, xv, 49, 60 


587 
512 
511 


462, 


336, 
- 251, 587, 


- 238, 537, 


66, 70, 115, 166, 271, 
272, 532 
78, 83 


INDEX. 


Y 


Page Pare 
Yarr, E. B., Cpl. - - - - 438, 645, 546 Youno, F. W., 3/Lt. - - - - - a 
Yarr,S., Sgt. = - - - - - 545 Youn, J., L/Cpl. - - - - - 545 
Yaroiey, A., 2/Lt. - - - - - 341 Youne, J. D., Sgt. - - - - - «2, 537 
Yanoiey, A.G., Sgt. - - - - - 545 Youne, L. A., Set. - - - - - 6 
Yaras, H., Sgt. - = - - 473, 482, 483, 537 Youncuusanp, C. H., 2/Lt. - - - - SI, 533 
Yeats, F.,,C.S.M. - - - - - 350, 537 Yeres, Battles of (1914), 28-37, (1915), 73-75, (1917), 273-99, 
Yeates, J. O., Pte. - - - - = 645 (1918), 454-57 
Youne, E., L/Cpl. - - - - - 545 
BATTALIONS OF THE REGIMENT, 1914-19. 
(The twelve fighting Battalions ave shown in the heavier type). 
Page Page 
Ror Barratsow Leaves Beypt: fo oot a2 is, = 638 8/Sth Battalion Formed - - - - - 
eee meta Pasay bse Amalgamated with the $/7th Battalion - 47 
Qn Batrauion Landsin France - 9 - 2 = = 1 PR BATTALION: Fermedia iy geo (sce pce Soo as 
Leer nee ee is = Re hase . Lands in Gallipoli - - = - a 
Disbanded 5S = - - sl 
Srp BattaLion Lands in France - - - - 2 
Leaves France - - = - 0 | 10TH Battation Formed = - - - = - “3 
Disbanded - - - - 516 Lands in France — - - - om 
Amalgamated with the 8rd Battalion - 333 
4mm Bartation Leaves Burma = - - - 1 
Lands in Gallipoli - ms = - 79-80 llta Barration Formed - = - = os “3 
Lands in France - = = - 162 Lands in France - eS eS - 1a 
Leaves France - - - - 495 Disbanded pe 2 is af) 
Disbanded - - - - 616 
12th Battalion F é - = = 2 “ 
Sth Battalion © Embodied - - - - - “4 me pertsticn fees ts iS = = a 
Disembodied - - - - 514 
6th Battalion Embodied — = =) aS = “ 13th Battalion Formed = - - - - - “4 
Amalgamated with the 5th Battalion — 48 Re-named - =. = > Py “ 
1/71H Batration Embodied - - - - - 42 1d4tH Batration Formed « = - - - - 
Lands in France - - - - 67 Lands in France - - - - 
Leaves France = - - - 498 Teaves France - = = - 
Disembodied - - - - BIL Disbanded - - = - 
3/7ta Battation Formed - - - - 43 15th Battalion Formed 9 - - - - - v 
Lanas in France - - - - 159 Disbanded - - - - © 
Disbanded - - 3 - 393 
Z ; 16th Battalion Formed - - - = oy ° 
3/77m Battalion Formed - - - - - 43 Disbanded - - - = . 
Disbanded S 3 s = * 
‘Dilys Bideatiok Raided + 3 be = . a3 17th Battalion Formed == 2 7 - = 9 
Lands in France — . - - 67 Disbanded = = Feo SAS 
Leaves France - = - - 496 
Disembodied - - - - 512) ast Garrison 
Battalion Formed = - : ES - « 
2i8tH Batratiox Formed - - - = - aos Amalgamated with the 5th Battalion - om 
Lands in France - = = - Ise 
Leaves France - - é - 495 
Disbanded = = _ 2 499 * Dishanded shortly after the Armistice, during the Winter of 1915-19. 


For all other references see the Battalion numbers in the margin of the pages. 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 


By special permission of 
HIS GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE KING 


this personal message sent by him 
to the next-of-kin of those who gave their lives 
is here reproduced, as applying to each one 
of those commemorated in this Roll of 
our nine thousand dead. 


atthe call of King and Country left all 
Hadepskonoep ini wine, 
faced danger,and finally passed out 
the sight of men by the path of duty 
and sedfsacrifice, giving up their own 
Lives that others might livein freedom. 
Let those who comeafter seetoit 
thathis name be not forgotten. 


This Roll of Honour has been compiled from two official 
publications :— 


“* Officers died in the Great War ” (Stationery Office, 1919) 


“* Soldiers died in the Great War ; Part 34, The Worcester- 
shire Regiment ” (Stationery Office, 1921). 


The information contained in these two publications has been 
checked and corrected by the entries in the War Diaries of the 
several Battalions, and the two lists have been combined into 
one, the names of the officers being placed, as they would have 
wished, among those of their men under the Battalion in which 
they gave their lives. 


As explained in the Preface, officers, warrant officers and 
non-commissioned officers have been referred to simply by the 
highest rank held at the time of their death, and no attempt has 
been made to differentiate between Regular, Special Reserve. 
Territorial and ‘‘ New Army ” personnel. 


The total number of names recorded in this Roll is 9,463 
including 505 officers. This total includes about 150 who died 
while serving at home with the Reserve Battalions, and about 
200 who died of disease in Macedoma and Iraq, &c. The re- 
mainder were all killed in action or mortally wounded while 
serving with one or other of our twelve fighting Battalions. 


ROLL OF HONOUR 


1st Battalien. 


Abbiss, Thomas, 36566, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Abley, Fred, 16274, Pte., F. & F., 28/6/15. 

\dams, Albert, 6473, C.S.M., F. & F., 22/11/17. 

Adams, Frederick, 4 8, Pte., F. & F., 28/3/18. 

Adderley, William [rederick, 37034, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
12/1/18. 

Ainley, James, 206251, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

Alcock, Charles William, 40473, Pte., F. & F., 3/10/17. 

Aldington, Charles, 8651, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Alridge, Charles, 13606, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/3/15. 

Allen, Charles, 14365, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Allen, George Stanley, 42943, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/18. 

Allington, Thomas, 30995, Pte., F. & F., 18/4/17. 

Allport, Thomas James, 11966, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
11/4/16. 


AMsopp, Thomas Edgar, 235011, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
24/3/18. 


Allum, Bertram George, 235264, Pte., F. & F., 20/11/17. 
Arblaster, Cyril, 27920, Pte., F. & F., 25/10/16. 

Archer, Reginald Thomas, 203030, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/18. 
Archer, Thomas, 21597, Pte., F. & F., 21/11/17. 

Arcus, Sidney Emmanucl, 7912, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 
Arnold, Charles, 11806, Pte., F. & F.. 13/3/15. 

rnold, William, 57998, Pte., F. & F., 14/10/18. 

rrowsmith, William, 21146, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/3/18. 
Ashford, Albert, 6193, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Ashford, Albert, 14656, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Ashford, Samuel, 21411, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 

Ashley, John William, 8191, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 
Ashmore, Alfred Lewis, 11306, L/ d., F. & F., 12/8/18. 
Ashton, John, 22645, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
siton, Joseph, 8597, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
Aston, Arthur, 11847, Pt. 
Atkins, William Albert, 2 
Austin, Thomas, 9388, Pte. 
Avery, Ernest, 11748, Pte., 


14/3/15. 


2nd Battalion. 


Adams, Ernest, 27318, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 

Adams, Henry, 238046, Ptc., F. & F., 24/9/18. 

Airey, John Arthur, 11708, Sgt., d. of w., 1/3/17. 

Akast, Walter, 9427, Pte., F. & F., 14/9/14. 

Aldington, John, 17435, Pte., F. & F., 16/4/18. 

Allen, Harold, 8463, Cpl., F. & F., 2/7/16. 

Allen, John William, 13103, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Allen, Percy, 8699, Pte., b. & F., 21/10/14. 

Allen, Samuel, 203183, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Allis, David John, 9518, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Ammon, Reginald Frederick Thomas, 57576, Pte., F. & F., 
29'9/18. 

Amos, William, 9107, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/14. 

Andrew, Martin, 9617, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Andrews, Alfred, 9747, Pte., d. of w. ard 28/9/15. 

Andrews, Cornelius James, 6972, L/Cpl. F. 26/9/15. 

Andrews, Frederick George, 22594, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 


Armstrong, Joseph, 4181 
Arnold, Samuel Robert, 
Arnold, Oliver Vaughan, 2; 
Arthurs, Joseph, 12388, Pte., F FF 
Ash, Sidney, 41919, Pte., F. & F., 1: 


A 
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Ashford, Arthur, 8362, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/9/14. 
Ashley, Samuel, 39515, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Ashmore, Henry, 14297, Pte., F. & F. 29/6/16. 2 
Atherley, Albert William, 25102, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Atkins, Thomas, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Atkins, William, 6940, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Atkinson, Cyril Henry, 29830, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 


_Ayres, Thomas, 8835, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15. 


3rd Battalion. 


Abley, Charles, 9880, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/9/16. 

Adams, Charles, 9820, Pte., F. & F., 28/2/15. 

Adams, Frederick Bert, 8856, Pte., F. & F., 30/10/14. 

Adams, William, 14700, Pte., F. & F., 23/5/16. 

Adderley, Joseph Charles, 235361, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Addis, Thomas, 41852, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Addis, William, 38286, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/5/18. 

Ainsworth, Thomas William, 7904, Sgt., F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Aldridge, George, 17695, L/Cpl., F. & F., 29/4/16. 

Allbrighton, John William, 25395, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
14/4/18. 

Allcock, William, 19434, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 

Allcott, Edward, 8862, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/14. 

Allen, Henry Edward, 13385, Pte., F. & F., 19/9/14. 

Allen, Horace, 33512, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 

Allen, Sidney, 57372, Pte., d., F. & F., 1/5/18. 

Allen, William, 7124, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/3/16. 

Amos, William, 20801, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 

Anderson, Alexander, 12686, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/6/18. 

Andrews, Ernest, 8840, L/Cpl., F. & F., 13/11/14. 

Andrews, Reginald Arthur, 41822, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Angel, William Henry, 39784, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/6/17. 

Ankers, Charles, 46308, Pte., F. & F., 27/4/18 

ArchardFredeick John, 22888, Pte., F. & F.F., /8/16. 

Aiss, Albert James, 6329, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 

Armstrong, George, 26386, Pte., F. & F., 3/9/16. 

Armstrong, William John, 14535, Pte., F. & F., 29/4/16. 

Ashford, George Henry, 5034, Pte., F. & F., 10/1/16. 

Ashman, Henry, 9265, Pte., F. & F., 1/8/16. 

Ashton, Richard William, 9651, Pte., F. & F., 28/5/18. 

Aspley, James, 13266, Pte., F. & F., 27/11/14. 

Astley, Luke, 41936, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Aston, Frederick, 19913, Sgt., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

Atkins, Charles, 260256, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/18. 

Atkins, William, 9662, Pte., F. & F., 7/1/15. 

Auger, Frederick, 45397, Pte., d. of w., Home, 22/4/18. 

Austin, Harry, 7901, Pte., F. & F., 28/4/16. 

Austin, Joseph, 5204, Pte., F. & F., 6/10/14. 

Avery, Frederick, 6983, Pte., F. & F., 23/9/14. 


4th Battalion. 


Abbey, William George, 57274, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 30/9/18. 
Abbiss, John Arthur, 16588, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/9/18. 
Abbots, Arthur, 15235, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 10/6/15. 
Ackrill, John, 13280, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 18/6/15. 
Acton, Norman Frederick, 2/Lt., F.& F., 23/4/17. 
Adams, Reginald Charles, 202265, Pte., F. & F., 18/8/17. 
Adams, Thomas, 41149, Pte., F.& F., 15/6/18. 

Adams, William Edward, 42626, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
‘Adcy, John, 12292, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15 
, William, 11483, Pte. F. & F., 16/10/18, M.M. 
‘Alberts, John, 20302, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15 

AlLutt, Arth 32421, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 9/12/15. 
Aldana, Juan Manuel, Lt., 20/417. 

Allen, Charles, 42114, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/4/18. 
Allen, Frank, 25324, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Allen, Frederick, 7303, L/Cpl, Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
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Allen, Henry, 11891, Pte.,D.C.M, d. of w., Gallipoli .19/5/15. 

Allen, Thomas, 23849, Pte., F. & F., 4/6/16. 

Allen, William, 52843, Pte, d. of w., F.& F., 30/9/18. 

Allen, William, 203265, Pte. F.& F., 12/4/18. 

Allport, John Henry, 22115, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Allport, John Walter, 8333, Pte., Gallipoli, 16/8/15. 

Allport, Sydney Ernest, 12367, Pte., d., F. & F., 4/10/16. 

Allport, Thomas, 21465, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Amos, Joseph, 14294, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Amphlett, Thomas Edward, 13803, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
17/8/17. 

Andrews, John William, 7237, C.S.M., F.& F., 22/8/18. 

Andrews, Sidney, 15373, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Andrews, Thomas, 6011, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 8/11/15. 

Angell, Francis Stuart, 52252, Pte., F.& F., 20/9/18. 

Arkell, John Thomas, 31449, Pte., & F., 12/4/18. 

Arkinstall, Herbert, 15564, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Armstrong, Sidney, 41020, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Arnett, George William James, 34141, Pt & F., 29/9/18. 

Arthur, Charles, 41019, Pte., 5 

Ashbourne, Charles Albert, 11698, Licpl., allipoli, 6/8/15. 

Ashton, Norman Randolph, 11594, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4,15. 

Askew, William Frederick, 10360, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/5/15. 

Aston, William, 20354, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Atkinson, Geoffrey J. Buddle, Lt., Gallipoli, 19/6/15. 

Ayres, Ernest, 10283, L/Cpl., d. of w., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 


1/Tth Battalion. 


Abbott, William, 203811, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 10/3/17. 
Abrahams, William Cecil, 200540, L/Cpl., F. & F., 17/8/17. 
Acworth, John Arden, 2:Lt., d. of w., F.& F., 13/10/17. 
Adams, George, 3513, Pte., F. & F., 19/7/16. 

Allchurch, Wilson David, 203813, Pte., & F., 24/5/17. 
Allen, Albert, 200182, Cpl., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Allen, Harold, 3351, Pte., F. & F., 17/11/16. 

Amos, Arthur William, 41437, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Andrews, Ernest Sidney, 30195, Pte., Italy, 15/6/18. 
Apperley, Harry, 203813, Pte., F. & F. ‘7, 
Arnold, Thomas H g ans tee Pte ° 
Arterton, John, 20260! a Is, isi. 
Ashman, Howard, 20( i L cele 9/10/17, 
Ashton, Robert, $1458, Pte., F & F,, Of 8 17, 
Aston, Abraham, 201470, C & F., 9/1017, 
Attwell, Ernest, 2,Lt., 156 18. 

Ayers, Harold, 2234, Pte., F. & 
Ayre, William, 202241, Pte., 


2/7th Battalion. 
Abrahams, Albert John, 200917, R.S.M., d. of w., F. & F. 
10/9/17, 
Adams, John Thomas, 201 
Adams, Percy William, 
Allen, Frank Herbert, 
Anderson, James, 202306, F : 
Andrews, William, 201860, Pte., Fo & 410°17, MM, 
Ashmore, John, 3858, Pte, d. of w., F. Tsi11/16. 
Austin, Frank Ernest, 235223, Pte. d. of w., F. & F., 28/8/17. 


. Pte, FL& F 3 
Pte., 


1/8th Battalion. 
Pte., d. Italy, 1 618 


Abbey, Thomas, 8) 
Adams, Frank, 25: Pte., 
Adkins, Harry, 241¢ Set., F. 
Aldridge, Harry, 240070, Pte., F. & 
Allcock, William, 52958, Pte., d. of w., 
Aldrich, Arnold, 2/l-t., d., Italy, 1/5/18 
Allen, Harry, 10604, Pte., MM, F. & 

Allen, William Benjamin, 24 
Allsopp, Walter, 2415 
Amos, Arthur, 241811 


Harvey, 2 
Keginald Frank, ¢ 
Malm: WW f 


Andrew 
Appleby, 4 
Archer, Charles, fie 
Ashton, David John, 41 
Attwood, Walter, 240145, Pte, 
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2/8th Battalion. 
Abrahams, Henry, 5498, Pte & F., 14,616 
Adams, Arthur Charles F.& F., 21.318 
Adams, Ezra, 242143, C ‘ny; te 
Addicott, Albert, c 1,5 18. 
Alford, Adolphe John, 57837, Pte., dof w., F. & F., 1011s 
Allen, Alfred John, 3406, Cpl d. of w., F.& F317 
Amor, Leonard, 5483, Set., 23 5/16, 
Anderson, Ernest, 1984, Cpl., 3,12 16. 


sth Battalion. 


Abbots, Thomas, 15277, Pte., Gallipoli, 10'8 15. 

Adams, Arthur, | 4, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25 1 17. 

Adams, James, 18693, Pte., Gallipoli, 10.8 15 

Adams, John William, 31389, Pte., d. of w., Mesop 
29/3; 17. 

Akehurst, Henry Alexander, 37993, Pte., Mes 


Allen, Charles Willic am, 14139, Pte., Galli 


Allen, Cornelius John, d., 

Allen, John Thoraas, 10779, Mesopotar 
Allen, Joseph Henry, 14206, * Galhpeh, 
Allen, Norman Charles, 200 Pte, Gal 


Allsop, Frank Howard, 27421, Cpl, d., Mesepo 
30/4/17, 
Arnold, John, 18941, Pte., Gallipoli, 10815. 
Ashbourne, Frank, 15302, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25117 
Ashbourne, Walter, 13643, Pte., Gallipoh, 10.815. 
Ashfield, Frank, 193 Pte., Mesopotamia, 19 418. 
Ashman, Iwin John, 31424, Pte., Mesopotuma, Is] 
Aston, Francis Amos, 14621, Pte., d. of w., Mes -poturua 
13,.2°17. 
Atkiss, Matthew, 20544, Pte., Gallipoli, 71 16. 
Austin, Frederick, Roland, I49s0. L,;Cpl., Gall:peli, les 15 
Austin, Harold Lunn Ferrier, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, 61 Ir 


10th Battalion. 


Abrahams, Reginald, 18707, Pte., F. & F.. 37 16. 
Adams, Charles, 


Aldis, Frank, 7503, $ 
Allbut, Wilham, 40786 
Allen, Robert George, | 
Allen, William, 40098, Pte 
Amos, Reginald Sidney, 
Anderson, Lewis Charles 
Ansell, James Henry, 17657, 
Armes, Alfred, 49311, Ptc., d. of 
Armstrong, Edgar, 40092, Pte 
Anthey, William Sidney Chirene 
9 18. 
Ashwood, Robert, 21866, L/Cpl, Fad F., al. 7 
Atkins, Kenneth Croydon, 2 d. of wi Bow Bbc 
Avann, Walter Frederick, 17188, L Cpl, do ot «. 4 
37 16. f 
Ayres, Frederick Edward, 39855, Pte., F. & Fo dsill 


ae ee 
In 11 18 A 
5117, Pte, ud Fe&! 


11th Battalion. 


Allen, William, 24670, Pte. 
Allery, Charles) Herbert, 
Aston, Arthur Frederick, 

19/12/17, ; 
Atkinson, John William, 38383, Pte. d. of wi Sst + 

12: 
Aust, William Harry, 45584, Pte. do. 


Salonica, 24417. 
0, Pte, Salen 


34834, Pte, do of wo Surhes 


Salona, 6% 


14th Battalion. 


Adams, Joseph, 
Allaway, Harry 
Ambler, Wilhe, 
Ansell, Cea Frederick, 
Archer, Wiliam James, 
Asbury, William Hen 
Askew, George, 
Aston, Arthur ! 
Atkins, Alick. 

Atkins, PF dlwant, 
Attwood, Thon 


dot, 
dof ww. boaAr, 
SPte, Fw BL 2 
203711, Pte., d. ot w., 


ROLL 
17th Battalion. 
Ashmead, Reginald, 64651, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/9/18. 
Reserve Battalions, etc., (Died at Home). 
Albon, William, 39308, Pte., 4/1/17 (15th Battalion). 
Albutt, George, 20420, Pte., 14.10/15 (12th Battalion). 
Allistone, Alfred Henry, 23134, Pte., 30;6;15 (Depot). 


1st Battalion. 


Bacon, Basil Kenrick Wing, Major, 
Baggott, Thomas George, 8849, Pte., 
Baird, Andrew Augustus Dering, 2 


F.& F., 13/12/14. 


Bailey, Clarence, 41110, Pte., d 
sailey, John, 8168, Pte., F.& F 


ASERT, 


Baird, Thomas, 40526, Pte., F. & 
Baker, Arthur Joseph, 42940, Pt 
Raker, George Alfred, 14981, Pte 33/15. 

.& F., 26°12,17 
Kanner, 'Prederick, i172 Home, 10,4; 15. 
Barker, Henry, 4481, C.S.M., i 

Barlow, Edward, 13585, Pte, F.& F, 10:7; 16. 
Barnard, Robert Dearlove Macdonald, 42280, L/Crl., 

6/6/18. 

Barnes, Andrew Francis, 10377, Cpl, 
Barnes, William James, 1310: 
Barnet, Frank, 9657, Pte., F. 
Barnett, Guy, 2/Lt., "BE Beat 
Baronowitch, Leonard, 14216, P’ 
Parratt, Silliam. < , Pte., § 


F.&F., 


ages Cotnaline: 29032, Pte., 2& 
Baughan, Louis William, 42680, Pte 
Baxter, William, 10000, Sgt., Ee r 
Basliss, Ernest, 41183, P 
ber, Henry Arthur, 2 

ach, Charles, 23506 
ach, John Henr: 


27411, 
Pte, 'F. 
0, Pte. ‘ 
cles d. of w. 
», d. of w. 
arcroft, Norris, 17483, Pte., 
Peard, Herbert Thom. 9 


Peddall, Samuel, 1: : . 
Beddard, Cyril James, 16422! 1. Cr, a. oe w. 
10-4716, 

pedtord, Joseph, 44171, Pte. F. & F. 
Beech, Alexander William, 50761 Spiel 
Bee: her, Mil iam, 452 Pte 
Beedham, Arthur T conard, 4 
Bell, Horace Stan! 202090, 
Bellamy, Frank, 17698, Pte., F. & 
Bellman, Albert Edward, 51196, Pte. 
Benfield, Albert Victor, 28791, P 


Beningfield, Maurice Victor, 2/Lt 5 

Benn, John ames, 44497, Pte 30/8/18. 

Pennett, if erick George, L418, Pte. B&F 

Rernett, Henry William, 58004, Pte., d. of w., 
27/9/18. 

Pennett, William, 5940, Pte., F. & F. 

Jennett, William Henry, 45256, ee 

Bennison, Mathew Leopold, 40552, Pte 

Bentley, George Henry, 1024 Pte. 

Benton, Henry Harry, 14494, Pte. 


Leswetheric ‘k, James Thomas Leonard, 51198, Pte., 


24 
Rickley, Harry, 
Diddle, Charle: 
Biddle, Harr . Pte. d. of w. S 
Binley, George 2, Pte, F&F. 43/1 
Binyon, Herbert, 55168, Pte., d-cotows. EF. 


& F, 


23/6/18, 


OF HONOUR. 
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Other Units. 


Aitken, James, 2/Lt., att. 11th. Som.L.1., 3/10/18. 
Allen, John Hugh, Lieut., att. Ist Essex, 13/6/15. 
Amphlett, Edward Maylie, Capt., att. R. Fus., 4/6/13. 


Birch, Frederick, 9894, Sgt., F. & F., 21/9/15. 

Birchley, James, 43330, Pte., d. of w., Home, 28/1/19. 
Bird, Harry Eli, 5242, Pte., d. of v F.& F., 21/8/15. 
Bird, Thomas, 9254, Pte., F. & F. /12,14. 

Birtles, Roland Powell, Capt., F; 
Bishop, Albert, 9571, Pte., F. & F., 
Bissell, William, 18963, Pte., F.& 
Black, Henry, 13462, Pte., d. of w., 
Blackaby, George Thomas, { 
Blacker, William, 40488, Pte., F. & 1 


‘F&F. 
17/8/17. 


18/9/16. 


Balkeway, Samuel, 12594, Cpl., F. & F., 31/7/17. 
Blewitt, Harold John, 29572, Pte., F.& F., 14/8/16. 
Blizzard, Alma, 42209, Pte., ‘d. of v FL & F., 24/3/18, 
Bloomer, Edwin, 30. 22; 10/16. 


Bolt, Dennis Henry, 35902, Pte., F. 
Bond, Moses, 43061, Pte., d. of w. 
Bonham, Harry, 5907, Pte., FL& 
Konner, ‘John, 22074, Pte., F. & 
Bonser, Henry, 41126, Pte. F. & . 
Booth, Albert Ernest, 9703. Pte., F. 10/3/15. 
Booth, Francis Hardinge Follett, Capt. & F., 26/9/17, 
Booth, William, 26934, Pte., F. & F., 29! a7. 

Boswell, Alfred, 21357, Pte., F. & 
Bott, Albert Edward, 8480, Pte 
Boucher, Frederick, 33245, Pte. 
Bowater, Ernest, 33100, Pte., F. & 
Bowen, James, 21890, Pte., d. of w. 
Bowen, Jame 500, if 5 
Bower, Charles, 40553, Pte., d. of w., Home, 3/10/17. 
Box, Walter, 411 Pte., F. & F., 22/11/17. 

Boxley, Walter, 13887, 
Bracey, Henry Reginald, 
Bradley, John, 9672, Pte., 
Branaghan, George P: 
Brandrick, Charles, 
Bratt, Harold, 108: 
Bray, Robert Willi 
Brazicr, Henry, 9796, y 
Brennen, John ‘William, 11869, Pte 
Brett, Alfred Ernest Luke, 51200, Pt 
Brewer, Horace James, 20: 
Brian, Herbert Frank, 86¢ 
Brice, Ernest, 206201, Pte., 


(15. 


F.& 
& F., 4/6/15. 
31/5/18. 


15/11/16. 


ae 


Bridgwater, John Samuel, 11874, Pte . 14/3/15. 

Bridgwater, William, 18884, Pte., F. & F., 4/3) AT, 

Bright, Reginald Charles, 35528, [te., d. of w., F.& F., 
28/3/18. 

Brinsdon, Edward, 8569, Pte., F. & F., 16/11/14. 

Britnor, Harold, 44172, Pte., F. & ‘4/18. 


Britton, William, 35473, Pte., F.& 
Broadfield, Thomas, 45877, Pte., F. & 
Brockhurst, George, 242 
Brodie, Albert, O20, Lc “p 


A 1/4/18. 
18. 
& Fo 3/9/18. 


rsokes (eaward: s/7 
Brookes, Wilfred V 
Brookings, John Frederick, 45147, Pte., ‘a. “ot w.. 


26/9/18. 


ue F, 


Brooks, Frederick, 51798, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 28/8/18. 
Brooks, William Henry, 44508, Pte., d. of w. & i, 2/8/18, 
Brooksbank, Hugh Freeth Gilbert, 2/11 8/7/16. 
Brown, Frank, 30506, Pte. of w., é 10/1/18. 

Brown, George William, 3 5, Pte., F. ¢ F, 5/6/18. 

Brown, Richard Arthur, 45041, Pte., F. & F., 1/4/18. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Brown, Robert, 9888, C.S.M., M.M., F. & F., 25/4/18. 
Brown, William James, 12647, Pte., F. & F., 14/1/16. 
Brownhill, Isaac, 11006, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 24/11/14. 


Bryant, William Robert, 9575, C.S.M., M.M., F. & F., 31/7/17. 


Buckley, Samuel, 206225, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

Budden, Ronald Anderson, 2/Lt., F. & F., 31/7/17. 

Bull, George Edmund, 30505, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/16. 

Bullen, Francis William, 18193, Pte., d. of w., Home, 
17/7/15. 

Bullingham, James Edward, 201666, Pte., F. & F., 5/7/17. 

Bullock, Albert Edward, 25968, L/Cpl., d., F. & F., 2/7/18. 

Bullock, Alick, 8589, Pte., F. & F., 7/4/17. 

Bullock, Thomas Isaac, 29804, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 

Burford, Ernest Alfred, 9749, Pte., d., F. & F., 10/4/17. 

Burns, William Beaumont, 2/Lt. F. & F., 7/7/16. 

Burry, Arthur James, 14713, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/8/18. 


Burry, James, 11106, Cpl, d. of w., F.& F., 12/3/16. 
Burt, Sidney Thomas, 42931, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
Burton, John, 202197, Pte., F.& F., 1/4/18. 


Burton, John Thomas, 36507, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/3/17. 
Butcher, Leonard Harry, 42642, Pte., F.& F., 22/10/16. 
Butler, Samuel Noah, 13580, Pte., F. & F., 14/5/15. 
Butler, William, 13409, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/5/15. 

Byrnes, Bertram, 33369, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 


2nd Battalion. 


Bagley, Wilfred, 9278, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15. 

Bailey, Leonard James Baldwin, 48840, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Baker, William, 8447, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/14. 

Baker, William Thomas, 11327, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/14. 
Baldwin, Frederick Arthur, 13082, Pte., F. & F., 20/11/14. 
Baldwin, George William, 30244, Pte., F.& F., 25/9/17. 
Baldwin, John, 8861, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/8/16. 

Ball, Frederick Edginton, 13322, Pte., F.& F., 2/1/16. 

FP. & F., 16/5/15. 

_& F., 24/7/15. 


Ball, Walter, 19622, Pte., 
Pte 
Pte., 


Ball, William, 10865, 
Ballard, Charles, 8091, F. & F., 26/10/14. 
Ballard, Frank, 12 . F. & F., 26/9/15 
Banes, Thomas Edward, 8621, Pte., F. & F., 

Banner, Joseph William, 9954, Pte., d. of w. 

C.M. 

Bant, George, 20032, Pte., F 
Banting, Herbert, 24975, Pte 
Barber, Daniel William, 

Barber, Frederick John, 
Barber, George, 9364, Pte. 
Barber, William, 8767, Pt 
Bardwell, George John, 
Barnes, Joseph Henry, 
Barnett, George Edwin, 
Barnett, Harry, 27805, Pte. 
Barnsley, Alfred, 12912, Pte., 
Barrett, Herbert, 8: . wd of w., 
Barrow, Arthur Gu » Pte 
Barrow, Harold, 49268, Pte. 
Rartictt, Emest Sidnev, 4424 


16/5; 
LPL& F. 


Pte,, '29; 9/18. 


Bastord, Raymond, 40754, Pte., d. of w., Bo& F., 1/10/18. 
Bashford, Thomas, 20196, Pte... L&F., ‘14/4/18. 
Baskett, Alfred Albert, 12000, Pte., F. & F. rit 10/14. 
Batchelor, Henry, 203188, Pte., F. & F., 

Bate, Joseph William, 16392 Pte., F.& 16; Bs : 
Bates, Frederick, 42539, Pte., F. & F., 1/11/16, 
Batting, Fred, 52261, Pte., & F., 25/3/18. 
Battle, George, 24890, Pte., Z 17. 
Rattle, John Henry, 8722, Pte., M. M, d. of w.,, F. & F., 8/11/16, 
Baverstock, Walter, 44314, Pte., d. of w., Fe & F., 10/6/18. 
Baxter, Charles, 22847, Pte., d., !5/16, 
Baylis, Thomas, 5, Yte., F. & , 16/5 6 
Beale, Alfred, 10! d. of w., F. & Fr. Ue 
Beard, Charles, 2 1S OF aF., 
Beard, George Henry, B75, ‘Pte 4 2/5, 7. 
Beard, William, 9280, L/Cpl., F. 5. 
Beare, Robert Vincent, 48144, L/Cpl 29.918. 
Beckinsale, Arthur William, 5 "& F., VLI1B. 
Beddoes, George, 41920, Pte., 
Beet, Charles, 
Belcher, Isaac, If 
Benbow, Cyril William Freeman, 202511, PX F. 


25/9/17. 


, 16/11/14, 
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Benbow, Sidney, 2/Lt., F. & F., 20/0/18. 

Bennell, Arthur, 8818, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 23/1114 

Bennett, Frederick, 27635, Pte., F. & F., 10/8/16. 

Bennett, George, 29560, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Bennett, Harry, 12861, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/11/14. 

Bennett, James, 20108, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Bennett, John, 6358, Sgt., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Bennett, Levi, 8192, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Bennett, Thomas, 8074, Pte., F. & F., 28/10/14. 

Bentley, Thomas Herbert, 57720, Pte., d. of w., F.& F 

30/9/18. 

Bessell, Charles James, 52263, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26418 

Bethel, Albert, 21674, Pte., F.& F., 21/5/17. 

Biddle, William Edward, 19770, Pte., F. & F., 21316. 

Biggs, Joseph, 240336, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 13 Mls 

Biles, John William, 44262, Pte., d. of w., F.& F..8 ia. 

Billey, William Robert, 34604, Pte., F. & F., 215,17. 

Billington, Thomas, 7659, Pte., F. & F., 3110-14. 

Billington, John Ernest, 39ti2u, Pte., d., F. & F., 5,12,14. 

Birch, James Jeff, 201000, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Bird, Albert, 8668, Pte., F. & F., 26'9/1 

Bird, Albert, 28782, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/11 16. 

Bird, Ernest, 9416, Pte., d. of w., Home, 3 3.15. 

Biscoe, Frederick Crozier Frazer, Capt.,d.of w. F.& F..lvi 

Bishop, Charles Dudley, Capt., F. & F., 17/4 18. 

Bissell, Joseph, 10133, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Blake, Henry, 44289, Cpl., F. & F., 29.918 

Blanch, Alvon Digby, 40263, Pte., F. & F., 5 11/16. 

Blay, Thomas William, 9377, L/Cpl., F. & F., 26 9:15. 

Blaydon, Charles Cyril, 57605, Pte., F. & F., 29 

Blick, Charles, 12241, Cpl. &F 

Bliss, Thomas William, 57550, 

Blower, David Henry, 4986, Pte., F. 

Blower, George, 8352, C.S.M., F. & 

Blunt, George Henry, 13275, : 

Boardman, John William, 40774, Pte.. 

Boden, Philipp Andrew, 14975, T. Cpl, 

Bolas, Alfred Birch, 10344, Pte., F. 

Bolton, Albert, 772: 

Bond, Frederick, 23878, Pte., F 

Bosankoe, William Gordon, 522 

Bottwood, Walter, 204075, Ae 

Boucher, Daniel, 19 

Boucher, John Thomas, 19 

Boulter, William Arthur, uy 765 

Bourne, John, 49: Pte., 

Bourne, Percy Allen, Pte adie roi& F. 

Boweott, Henry George, 7680, Pte., d 

Bowen, Edmund Jolin, 56 : 

Howley, Gilbert, 12713, 1 

Bowron, Alfred Charles, 

Bowsher, Albert, 

Bowyer, Arthur, 

Boyle, John Thomas, 94! 

Boylin, George Arthur, 
1 


‘ 


, 200 Is, 
19 ue 


Brace, Andrew, 82! 
Bracken, r 

Bradbury, . 
Bradley, Walter Henry, 149 
Bradney, George, 10148, Pte 


Branch, William James, 25121 
Branson, William? 9 


Breese, Bernard, t 
Brettell, Albert, 8 
Brettle, Che urles, 8048, Pe 5; 
Brettle, William, 1, Cob, 


muel, 69 L cp, 
is Altes: 8: 568, Pte 
Brigden, F ‘illiam, 
Bright, ve ale! A360, Pte., 
Brimson, Edward George, 


~doof wl F&F 


19 4/18. 
Bristow, Herbert et, B&F 13 4s nate 
Brittain, Charles Henry. JouUt Pte. do of wi F Ie 
Brittain, a dof w, 
Broadway, 


, Stanley Frederick, 2 
Henry, 14682, P 
Wilham Francis, 
Brookes, Albert, 7861, Pte., F. & F., 31, 10, 14. 
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Brooks, Gladwyn, 10960, Pte., F. & F., 22/9/15. 

Brooks, Williain John, 42062, Pte. M., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Broomfield, George, 204051, Pte., Ff. & F., 26/9/17. 

Brown, Alfred, 10933, Pte., F. & E., 15, 6. 

Brown, Ernest, 241828, Pte., d. of w., F.'& F., 2/10/18, 

Brown, George, 30961, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Brown, John, 22101, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/11/17. 

Brown, Joseph, 15031, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/11/17. 

Brown, Lionel Douglas Jack, 31452, Pte., F. & F., 6/11/16. 

Brown, Percival, 9175, L/Cpl., F. *., 15/7/16. 

Brown, Richard William, 9874, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
30/9/15. 

Brown, Victor, 57613, Pte., d. of w. 

Brown, William, 15023, Pte., F. & 

Brownhill, William, 14609, Pte. *, 15/5/15. 

Bruton, William, 311 Pte., & F., 4/9/18. 

Bryant, William Charles, 9895, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/7/16. 

Buggins, Alfred Henry, 43447, Pte., d. of w., F.& F, 
9/11/18. 

Bull, James, 7771, Pte., F. & V., 26/9/15. 

Bullock, Albert Edward, 2/Lt., F. & F., 26/10/18. 

Bullock, Charles, 14112, Pte & F., 15/5/17. 

Bullock, Joseph Edward, 42698, Pte., d. ot w., FL & F., 

15/4) 18. 

Bunford, Albert Edward, 23433, Pte., F. & F 

Burden, Wilham Oliver, 45996, Pte. & 1 

Burdock, Albert, 241418, Pte., d. of w., FF. & / 

Burman, William Henry, 39590, Pte., d. of w., F. 
4/12/17. 

Burns, William, 21758, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/5/17. 

Burrows, Edmund Stanley, 35406, Pte., F. & F., 27/2/17. 

Burrows, George William, 243> 7 & (18. 

Burton, Ernest Harry, 6416, I 

Burton, Frederick James, 8267, & 

Burton, George, 22513, Pte., FF. & F., 1/2/16. 

Burton, Keginald John, 2/Lt., d. of w., p. of w., 15/4/18. 

Busby, Leonard, 42649, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/17. 

Arthur George William, 50766, L/Cpl., F.& F., 

5/4/18. 

Butler, Charles Henry, 6184, Sgt., F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Butler, Ellis, 9991, L/Cpl. F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Butler, Stanley Edward, 30591, Pte., F. & F., 

Byard, Henry, 18463, Pte., F. & F., 13/4/18. 

bywater, Alfred, 57728, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 


3rd Battalion. 


Bache, Archibald Harry, 21196, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
24/5/16. 

Bailey, Matthew, 8654, L 

Baird, Wilfred, 13394, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/16. 

Baker, Alfred Charles, 41 Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 

Baker, Clifford, 31407, Pte., F. & F., 11/8/17. 

Bakewell, John, 7321, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 

Baldock, Frederick William, 16914, Pte., F.& F., 3/9/16. 

Ball, Edgar Addison, 53042, Pt “ & F., 26/4/18. 

Ball, George, 36043, Pte., F. & 1 

Ball, Joseph George, 23208, Pte., 

Ballard, George, 15459, Pte., 

Banford, William Thomas, 41 


, F.& F., 13/8/18. 
6/4/15. 


24/3/16. 


[Cpl d. of w., F.& F., 12/3/15. 


2K. 7/10/15. 
& F., 23/6/15. 
, Pte, d. of w,, Fo & F,, 


3/8/17. 

Banks, Charles Hunter Donaldson, 2/Lt., d. of w.,, FL & F., 
1j7jls 

Banner, Frederick, 8834, Pte., D.C.M. , 26.8, 16, 


Barfuot, George Allan, 2/Lt., Bo & F 
Barker, Richard, 10073, Pte., F. & 1 
Barley, Royal George, 13124, Pte. 
Barling, William Bingham, 2 5 
Barnes, Frederick, 8000, Pte 
Barnes, George Gaylor, Lt., 
Barnes, Sidney, 10771, L/Cpl., x 
Barnett, Charles, 9097, L/Cpl., F. & 
Barrow, Harold, 41164, Pte., F. & F 
Barrow, John William, 39916, Pte., F 
Bate, Thomas, 9544, Pte., d. of w., F 
Bates, Alfred William, 2594 
Bates, William Henry, 207 
Batham, David, 20120, Pte., F. & 
Batten, William Henry, 30431, Ptc., 1 ° 
Battle, Edward Charles Vulliamy, z/Lt., F. & 
Baxter, Bramwell, 41941, Pte., d. of w., F. & 


B13 1004. 
f, 12315. 
aes 
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Bayliss, Joseph, 8801, Pte., F. & F., 28/4/16. 
| Josiah, 9284, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 
Bayliss, William, 14547, Pte., F. & F., 5/7/16. 
Beaman, Wilfred, 27172, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/11/16. 
Beese, John, 9718, Pte., c 3/9/16. 

Beet, Ernest, 10447, Pte., 21/10/14. 

Belcher, Enos., 19995, Pte., & F., 3/1/18. 

Belcher, George, 39787, L/Cpl., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

Belticld, Charles Victor, 41947, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Bell, George Henry, 7502, L/Cpl., F. & F., 20/10/14. 

Bell, William Herbert, 41946, Pte., F. & F., 25/9/18. 
Benford, March, 13251, Pte., F. & F., 4/11/14. 
Benn, Harry, 41825, Pte., < F., 26/9/18. 
Bennett, Alfred Harry, 57351, Pte., d. of w., 


26/4/18. 
Bennett, Leonard, 11906, Pte., F. & F., 19/9/14. 
Benoit, Dou , 7689, Pte., F. & F., 21/9/14. 

Bentley, Albert Henry, 41824, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Bentley, George, 23. Pte., M.M., F. & F., 26/4/18. 
Beresford, Charlie, 9 Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15. 
Berrows, Thomas, 12813, L/Cpl., F. & F., 22/1/16. 
Berry, Charles Henry, 9431, L-Cph, F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Berry, Frederick Morga: 3125, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Bevan, Ernest William, 7095, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Bevan, James, 12990, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/14. 
Bickerton, Walter, 6276, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Bicknell, George Henry, 7348, Pte., F. & F., 4/12/14. 
Biddle, Albert, 20308, Pte., F. & F., 17/6/17. 

Biddle, Percy, 27027, Pte., F. & F., 6/10/16. 

Bidgood, William Henry, 36754, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 

'9,6/17. 

Biggin, Vivian, 41949, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Bignell, Alec Joel, 57405, Pte., F. & F., 25/9/18. 
Billingham, George, 15400, Ptc., F. & F., 7/6/17. 
Billingsley, John Alexander, 41960, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Bingham, John, 13260, L)Cpl., F. & F., 28/10/14. 

Bird, Henry, 9128, Cpl 7/11/14. 

Bird, Sydney, 53048, P . & F., 27/5/18. 

Bird, thomas, 19394, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/7/16. 
Hird, Thomas James, 260349, Cpl, F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Bishop, Ernest Henry, 39792, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/16. 
Bishop, Frederick Alfred, 36688, Pte, F. & F., 10/8/17. 
Bishop, George Thomas, 27009, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/16. 
Lishop, Herbert James, 29074, Pte., F. & F., 18/8/16. 
Bishop, John Samucl, 17802, Pte., F. & F., 14/7/16. 


FL& FB, 


Blackford, Samuel, 8280, Pte., F. & 16/6/16. 
Blackwell, Frank, 41962, Pte, F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Bladen, Edward George, 17955, Pte. & F., 16/8/18. 


Bloomfickl, John, 9672, Cpl, d. of w., F. & F., 7/1/15. 
Blunt, Albert, 16418, Pte., d. of w., Home, 29/4/15. 
Bold, Samuel Arthur, 203355, Pte., F. & F., 14/4/18. 
Bolton, Charles, 24303, Pte., F. & F., 2/11/16. 

Bomber, Jeffrey Allan, Lt., F. & F., 14/4/18. 

Bond, Ernest George, 10392, L/Cpl, F. & F., 22/3/18, 
Booker, James, 14239, Pte., F. & F., 21/2/15. 

Booth, William Arthur, 57539, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/10/18. 
Boots, Walter, 31244, Pte., F. & F., 11/8/17. 

Bott, Albert, 16033, Pte., F. & F., 8/5/15. 

Bott, Walter, 203975, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 

Bottley, William, 12496, Pte., F. & F., 12/5/15. 

Boulton, Albert, 7525, U/Cpl., F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Bourne, Ernest John Wilfred, 34555, Pte., d., F. & F., 5/5/17. 
Bourne, John, 19 , Pte. F. & F., 5/7/16. 

Bow, Walter, 11766, Pte., F. & F., 2/10/15. 

Bowdler, Harry, 35246, Pte., F. & F., 15/6/17. 

Bowman, Arthur Morris, 41286, Pte., F. & F., 20/3/18. 
Bowron, Henr: 521, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/16. 

Box, George, 7970, Pté., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Boyers, Thomas, 23262, Pte., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

Boyett, Albert Edward, 107 Pte., FL & F., 7/11/14. 
Liradley, Frank, 13249, Cpl, F. & F., 8/6/17 

Bradley, John William, 7007, L/Cpl., F. & F., 30/10/14. 
Bradley, Joseph, 17252, L/Cpl, F. & F., 22/5/16. 

Bradley, Peter James, 17865, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/11/18. 
Brady, Ja Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 

Braty, Joh M., F. & F., 9/4/18. 

Brampton, Harry Lee, 2/Lt., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

Brant, John William, 21668, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Bratt, Sidney, 49328, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Brazier, Edward, 30288, L/Cpl., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Breakwell, Leonard, 17694, L/Cpl., F. & F., 28/4/16, 


ROLL 


Breese, William 13059, Pte., F. & F., 7/1/15. 
Breese, William Altred, 8616, Pte., d. F. & F., 10/9/17. 
Brennan, Patrick, 41964, Pte., F. & F., 2 /18. 
Bridger, ‘George, 7948, Pte., d. of w., F. & 18/2/15. 
Bridges, Walter Christopher, 13230, Pte. d., F.& F., 
21/11/18. 
Brient, John, 7152, Pte., F. & F., 
Bright, John, 21919, Pte., F. & 
Brightmore, Horace, 9451, Sgt. Fo& 20/6; 15. 
Bristow, Harry, 12592, Pre, Bo & F., 12,3/15. 
Bristow, William Grithths, 35200, Pte., d. of w., Home, 
2/9/17. 
Britland, William Henry, 41963, Pte., F.& F., 22/3/18. 
Broad, Harry, 13363, Pte., F. & F., 24;10/14. 
Broadwell, Joseph, 41823, Pte., F. & 21,3/18. 
Brock, Edgar Nathaniel Loftus, Capt., F. & F., 21/5/15. 
Bromley, Albert, $3187, Pte., F. & 9/18. 
Bromwich, Henry, 8292, Pte., FL & jlly ls. 
Bronsdon, Herbert Charles, 57404, Pte., d. of w., FL & F., 
22/6/18. 
Broom, Arthur Charles, 27905, Pte., 
Broome, George, 18072, Pt 
Brown, Albert, 7942, Pte ‘ oy 
Brown, Charles Henry, 39783, Pte., B.& F. 11/10/16. 
Brown, Frederick, 9703, Pte., F.& F., 21 9, 14. 
Brown, Frederick Richard, 42870, Pte., d. of w., Home, 
21/4/18. 
Brown, Harold William, 39519, L)Cpl., F. & F., 12/8/17. 
Brown, Harry, 39518, Pte., Fo & F., 13.10/16, 
Brown, John Richard, 8582, Pte., FL & F. 5 
Brown, Joseph, 17635, Cpl. d. of w., F. 
Brown, Leonard John, 13597, Pte., F. & F., 28 
Brown, Thomas, 13044, Pte., F. & F 19,9. ‘V. 
Browne, William Henry, 23211, Pte ¥ 
Browning, Charles, 29070, Pte., F. 4 
Browning, William, 8004, Pte., d. ot w. 
Brownsey, Charles b. | 40541, Pte., F.& 
Bryant, Wilham, 
Bubb, George, 38 
Bubb, James, 9529 2 
Buckby, Howard Albert, 13578, Pte 
Buckle, Arthur, 42124, Pte., e. 
Buckler, Eric Wilson, Capt., F.& E:, 
Bucknall, James, 17808, Pte., d. of w., F.& F.. 17/6, 15. 
Bull, William George, 7379, [te., d. at w., Fo & B., 20/1, 15. 
Bullen, Arthur Thomas, 40183, Pte., F. & F., 11/10/16. 
Bullock, Harry, 
Bullock, John fe 
3ullock, Samuel, + 
Bunce, Arthur, 39 
Burdekin, Krank, 4 
Burden, Perey, 1775 
Burgess, Alfred Edgy. ‘ 
Burgess, Bert, 9105, L/Cpl, I 6/10/16. 
Burke, Bernard, 9041, Cpl, d. of w., Fi & F., 
Burman, William Ernest, 29024, Pte., d. of w. 
20/11/18. 
Burns, Robert, 7903, Pte., F. & F., 
Burns, Wilham Henry, 19105, Pte 
Burr, Frederick Bonham, 2/Lt., 
Burrows, James, 10028, Pte., F. 
Burrows, Walter, 9647, Pte., F. & F., 
Burston, Arthur Thomas, 6543; 
Burton, Charles John Inglis, H 
Burton, John James, 21578, Pt ji 
Burton, Walter Herry, 27879, L/Cpl, d 
6/9/18. 
Bushell, Harry, 39795, Sgt., F. & F., 11/8/17. 
Butler, Albert, 8631, Pee., 21/9; 14. 


, 15/10/16, 


» 245/16. 


, T/lo/t4. 
2+ 13. 
, 19/9/14 


» 14/7/16. 


Jo/12/ 14. 

ES & F., 610/16. 
12,3,15. 

rio ot 


4th Battalion. 


Badham, Frank Ethelbert, 45140, Pte, F. & F., 13/3/18. 
Badman, Joseph, 41172, Pte., Fo & F ive 17. 
Baggs, Gilbert Benstone, 39709, & F., 24/4/17. 
Bagley, George, 244 Pte., 
Bagley, George H., 40375, Pte, F. 
Baylin, Joseph Henry, 23492, Pte., 
Bailey, Joseph Ldwin, 20454, Pte, 

Bailey, Samuel, 21716, Pte., Gi illipoli, 6.3) 
Bailey, Willham James, 12343, Pte, Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
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Baily, Dennis, 39668, Pte., F. & F. 
Baker, Arthur, 6932, Pt 3 
Baker, George H. 2212, Pte., Gallipoli, 68 15. 
Baker, James, 2 Pte., Gallipoli, 25015. 

Baker, Samuel, 15430, Pte, d. of w., Gallipely, 270615 
Baker, William, 42076 » 14 dd 
Baldwin, John Her Pte., d. ot w. arid 
Ballard, George, 1 DL, Gallipoh, 6 $15. 
Ballard, George Alired, 21597, Pte., Gallipelr, 6 915, 
Bamford, Joseph, 2 Gallipoli, 6 5 15 
Banks, William d., Home, 1071 16. 
Banner, John S 64, LeCpl., Gallipou, 25 415. 
Bannister, James G v1 23, Cpl, Gallipoli, 6.9 15. 
Bannister, John, 9448, "Pte., Galhpoli, 15-1015. 
Samucl, Capt., d. of w., Fiw FL 15417 


4/15. 
70/15. 


Wilham Henry, 29604, “Pte 2a dis 
Barber, Harry, 12233, Pte., Gallipoli, 
Barker, Victor Arthur, 40640, 1 ‘tpl 23.417, 
Barnes, Edwin, 13114, Sgt., F. 
Barnes, Oliver, 12310, Pte., Gallipoli, 6 
Barnes, Thomas, 40587, Pte, d. of 45 


Barnett, George Wilfred 50408, Pte., PF. 15.6 Ty. 
Barnett, Harry, 7532, Pte., Gallipoli, 6,8. 15. 
Barnsley, William Henry, 21338, Pte., Gallipoli, 1s 0 15, 
Barrand, Harry, 41627, Pte., F. 14, duds. 
Barrett, John Frederick, 23057, FLX Fis Tele 
Barriball, Frederick Victur, 203187, Pte., do of wo. boat 
18;8°17. 

Bartley, thomas, 1786], Pte., d., Home, 7.6, 16. 
Barton, Henry, 12072, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 13 1 1s 
Barton, William 254, Pte, Fok F., 14 1e Is 
Baseley, Edward George, 9185, Pte., Gallipolt, @ § 15, 
Bastin, Victor Vernal, 2154 -, Galripola, ws 1s 
Bateman, Hubert Harry, 2. Lt, Fox F. 
Bateman, Richard, 19101, Pte., Ga lipolt 
Bates, George, 12383, L/Cpl, Gallypolh, 6 8.1 
Bates, John William, It , Pte, d. of wo, Galapol, 294 
Bates, William, 12238, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 19 6 15. 
Baugh, John, 45278, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. 
Baverstock, Stuart Wickham, 673 Pre. d. 
Baxter, John Reginald, 53044, Pte., d. ot w. “hak. : 
Bayton, Edward William, 22119, Pre, d, Gali 1, ie 
Bayton, Walter, 12169, Pte Gallipoli, wT 1s 
Beal, George, 3)6U1, Pte., & F., Is lu ds 
Beale, Albert, 15211, Pte., Gallipoh, 46, 16. 
Beale, John Edward, 19459, Pte., d. of w., F. & f 
Bi nan, Frank, 40605, L/Cpl, d. of w.. Fo& 
| Frederick Gerald Ve 
Beard, Henry, 241257, Pte., 
Beasley, Thom: Altre, 
Beauvoisin, Joseph [ 
Beceles, Samuel, 4102: 
Beckett, Ernest: Alfre 
Beddall, John, 19038, Pte A 
Bednall, Wilham, 13402, L-CpL, Galhpeb, 6 
Bedwell, Herbert 2a 67, Pte., Gallipoli, 6s 15, 
Beech, Edward, . Pte. d., Gallipoli, Ts 1a 15 
Beech, Richard, 8. Pte., d. of w., Gallypoir, 25.915 
Bell, Thomas Hen 5498, Pte. Gs rae hh, 4.8 15. 

2 : ATA 18. 


Bennett, 
Bennett, Harry, 11610, Cpl ee re 
Bennett, Robert, 204245, Pte., dof w., Foe b.. 
Bennett, William Jenry 5, Pte. de, Gaullipea, 


Bentley, Thomas, 480065, P 14 leds 
Beresford, Arnold Cliftord, Kr. 
Berkley, Arthur Lucas, 4021 & 
Berry, crick William, 16409, Ti F. 
Berry, George, 103: ie ‘pL, Gallipoli, 6 8 


Biddle, George, » Pte, do of w., Fo& B37 1s. 
Liddles, John, i ‘Pte. ‘de B, 13;10 16. 
Biddulph, Arthur, 3914, Set., Gallipoli, 4.615. 

Bills, Bert Woodhouse, 2024986, Pte., F.& F910 
Bills, Caleb, 21941, Pte., d., Gallipoli 18,12 is 
Birbeck, George Altred, 13060, Q.M.S., d., Inuit 24914 
Birch, Albert Wilham, 10910, Pte Galhpolt, 16 Ly. 
Birch, John, 2)L-t. 
Bird, Eric Jame BE&K, 23 4:17. ei 
Bishop, Albert, tae Pte, d. of w., Gallpeli, 25.9 15 
Bishop, Ernest, 40637, Pte., Foe FL, 14,10 1s. 
Bishop, Frederick, 9487, Pte, d. of w. , Gallipoli, 17,945 
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Bishop, George, 24123, Pte., 
Bishop, Henry Laxelby, 10g 


d. of w., F. & F., 13/7/17. 
9, L/Cpl. Gallipoli, 6/8/15 


Bitten, George Williain, $2797, Pte., d. of w., Home, 24/6/18. 
Black, William, 5509, Pte., FP. » 23 4/17. 
Black, William Henry, 15935, Gallipoli, 6/8/15 


Blake, Frank, 25306, Pte., F 
Blewitt, William, 2 


Hlissett, William / 


F,, 28/11/16, 
, BU/LL/17. 
, Pte., Gallipoli, 26/9/15. 


Bloomer, Albert, 12143, Cpl, Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Blount, James Wainwright, 15445, Cpl, d. of w. at sea, 
2281S. 


Blunn, William Thomas, 200904, Pte., d. of w. at sea, 12/8/15. 
Blunt, Frederick William, 21240, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Blythe, Richard, 20286, Pte., Gallipoli, 6;8/ 
Bodenham, Joseph, 11542, Pte., Gallipoli, 6 
Bolger, George, 10659, Pte., Gallipoli, 31/5/ 
Bond, William John, 20162, Pte., 
Bone, Henry John, 11294, Pte., 
Boobyer, William, Cpl. 
Boon, Walter Henry, 10896, L; 
Boote, Sidney 
Booton, Wal 2 
Bosworth, Albert, 
Bould, Williain Henry 


Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Gallipoli, 22/8/15. 


lous, Pte., Gallipoli, 8, 15. 
Bourne, Frederick, 11689, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8, 15. 
Bourne, George Albert Victor, ‘38223, Pte., He: & F., 
Bourne, Tho.aas, 19035, Pte., d. of Gallipoli, 
Bowcott, Herbert, 11438, Pte Gallipoli, 29 fie 
Bowcott, Henry Lhomas, 37823, Pte., F. & F., 9/ 
Bowden, Frederick Arthur, 5: F 
Bowden, Richard Thomas, 
Bowden, Samuel, 19020, L/Cpl 
Bowden, William Henry, 3¢ 
Bowen, James, 7435, Pte., 
Bowen, John, 22019, Pte. 
, Arthur, 4 


eras 


FL, 16/8/17. 
‘d. of w., Gallipoli, 29'4/15. 
Lcph, F., 30, 11/17. 
ipo, 30,4) 


Boy 

Brace, Harry, 21620, 

Brad bury: W ‘alter Wilham,_ 
ey, George Henry, 7 

, Henry, 10337, Pte., 

ey, James, 201459, Pte. 

Brady, Albert Edward, 24463, Pte ‘ | 18! 10,16. 

Branchett, Ernest, 11101, Pte., Gallipoli, 21) /3/17, 

Bree, Arthur, 25339, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Breese, Joseph William, 8702, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/6/16. 

Brewster, George, 4, Pte., F. & F., 20/4/17. 

Brick, Wilham Ewart, 22073, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Bridger, Robert, 4 Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 23) ‘4/17. 

Bridges, George, 20318, Pte., d. of w. ‘Gallipoli, 1/12/15. 

B.idgewater, John, 12432, Pte., F. & F., 10/12/16. 

Brierley, William, 20673, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 29/12/15. 

Briscoe, John Henry, 16467, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Britton, Oliver, 11974, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Britton, Richard, 21603, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


., 20/4/17. 
29/40/16, 


Broadfield, William John, 9711, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
13 6/16. 

Proadhurst, Georg derick, 53184, L/Cpl., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Brookes, George, , Pte, d. of w., F. & «, 18/8/17. 

Brookfield, Thomas, 9650, Pt Gallipel 818. 

Brooks, Arthur, 41030, Pte , 29)! 

Brooks, George Ronald, 20523, Set., F. & ae 18/10/16, 

Brotherton, George Leona 128, Pte., F. & F., 18'9/16. 


Alfred William, 13871, Pte., Gallipoli, 6 
Zdwin George, 11502, Pte., Gallipoli, 4 
Brown, Frank, 20064, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 9/11/ 
Brown, Frank Thomas, 46265, Pte., d., Home, 17/7/18. 
Brown, George, i 
Brown, George, 
Brown, George, 
Brown, George William, 
Brown, Henry, 11078, Pte., Gallipoli, ¢ 
Brown, John, 17963, Pte., Gallipoli, 
Brown, Thomas, 67404, Pte., d., F. & 
Brown, William John, 21467, Pte 
Brownsword, Charles, 2 ; i 
Brunskill, John Jesmond, 2 Lt. & I 


Brown, 
Brown, 


lid . 
210/18. 
lipoli, 28/4/15. 


Brutou, Thomas, M.M., ey 19-18. 
Bruton, Harry, 20 2d. of we, Gallipoli, 16:8 715. 
Bryan, William, 13426, Cpl., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 


Bryant, George Henry, 22008, Pte., d. at sea, 9/12/15. 


Buckle, Arthur, 227 d. of w., Home, eee le: 
Frederick, wt. Gallipoli, 15. 
Budworth, Percy, 11538, Pte ulipoli, 6/ (3/15. 
Bull, Fred Arthur, 37815, Pte., F. & F., 1/6/17. 
Bullard, Albert Edward, 23036, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
rest, 8593, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
. 17812, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
e, William, 14070, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
21, Pte., ‘Gallipoli, 23/11/15. 

: Pte. Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Burnett, Charles John, 12053, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/13. 
Burnett, Fred, 40446, Pte .& F, 23/4/17. 
Burns, James, 41031, Pte., F. & F., 30/11/17. 
Burns, John William, 20103, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/16. 
Burrow, Arthur George, 27, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 6/11/16, 
Burt, Edwin Ernest, 33377, Set., FL & F., 
Burton, Howard, 12472, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 
Burville, Sidney, 12448, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Busby, William Henry, 12530, L/Cpl., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Bush, Walter Donald, Capt M.C., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Bushell, Alfred, 10054, L/Cpl, Gallipoli, 7/5/15. 
Bushell, Josiah, 11838, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Butcher, Charles Edwin, 9817, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Butler, Albert, | +, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 20/5/15. 
Bye, Koland, 11531, Pte., d., Home, 7/1/16. 
Byng, William, 12427, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/5/15. 
Byrt, Francis Howard, 38449, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Byworth, Charles, 11342, L/Cpl. Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


1/Tth Battalion. 


, Pte., F.& F., 13/4/17. 

.& F., 27/5/17. 

VL, F. & F., 6/12/16. 

Pte. d. of w., F. & F., 16/8/17. 


Baggs, Edward Ernest, 202 
Bak ¥ Bib 
Balchin, Willia 
Ball, William 


Bancroft, Harry Thomas, 203578, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
17/817 
Banes, John, 4674, Pte., F.& F., 8/11/16. 


Barber, Frank, 202313, Pre., 
arber, William Robert, 2037 6, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Barrett, Edwin John, 4735, Pte., F. & F., 2/12/16. 

Bates, Thomas, 13956, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

ss, Wilson John, 203814, Pte., F. & F., 3/6/17. 

Beagin, John, 1703, L/Cpl., D.C.M., d. of w., F. & F., 2/6/15. 

Beese, Cyril Norman, 200857, Cpl., F. & F., 25/4/17, 

Best, Alfred James Henry Vivian, 202289, Pte, F.& F., 


& F., 19/7/16, 

, 6/7/16, 

1/4/17. 

F. & F., 9/10/17. 
F. & F., 21/8/16. 


. & F., 13/4/17. 


Billson, George Henry, 3222, Sgt., F. 

Bingham, William, 1686, Cpl, F. & 

Liirch, William, 200356, Pte., F. & F., 

Birdseye, .Albert George, 202300, Pte., 

Bishop, Alfred, 2513, L/Cpl., d. of w., 

Bishop, Andrew, 201605, L/Cpl., M.M., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Bishop, Herbert, 201374, Cpl., d. of w., Italy, 30/7/18. 

Bissenden, Ernest Arthur, 41293, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
10/10/17. 

Blundell, Wilfred, 4468, Pte., F. & F., 20/8/16. 

Bolt, William, 202169, Pte., d. of w., Italy, 5/8/18. 

Tdond, Lindsay Percival, 41287, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Boot, Alfred, 729, Pte., F. & F., 19/4/15. 

F. & F., 22/2/17, 

Htaly, 15/6/18. 


Bosworth, Ernest Victor, 203819, Pte., 
Boulton, 

Bourne, Fr 
Bourne, Jam ‘ 
Bowkett, Edwin, 202066, 
Bracebridge, Charles Albert, 5696, Pte. 
Bradley, 


’, 25806, Pte., 


& F., 21/8/16. 
F. & F., 16/8/17. 
19/7/16. 


Albert Harding, 203968, Pt: 
nal William, 2964, Pte., F. & 

Briggs, Edgar James, 203580, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

krooks, Frederick Thomas, 34165, Pte., Italy, 15/6/18. 

3rown, Albert, 41485, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Grown, Francis Arthur Noel, 2/Lt., F. & F., 21/7/16. 

Brown, Francis William, 40456, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 


10/10/17. 
Brown, Harry, 203570, Pte., F.& F., 9/10/17. 
Prown, Henry, Sut, F&F, 6/7/16, 

4HG61, Pte, F&F 


Brown, John Kichard, 
, Pte, F& 


Brown, Wilham, 201 
Budge, Sidney George, 202161, Pte. FL & E., 27/8/17. 
george, 202244, Cpl, Italy, 15/6/18. 


Bugler, Willkie B' 
Bunton, Herbert Charles, 41285, Pte., F. & F., 26/8/17. 
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Burford, William James, 39659, Pte., Italy, 31/10/18. 
Burgess, Wilfred, 2091, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 9/11/16. 
Burry, Francis Hugh, 2644, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 19/7/16. 
Burton, George, 203683, Pte., F. & F., 17/8/17. 

Busk, John, 2494, Pte., d., F. & F., 3/9/16. 


2/Tth Battalion. 


Bakewell, Charles, 3633, Pte., F. & F., 10/10/16. 

Balfour, P., D.S.O., A/Lt.-Col., F. & F., 12/12/17. 

Bardell, Fred Cross, 235118, Pte., F. & F., 18/3/17. 

Barker, Harry, 203634, Pte., F. & F., 29/11/17. 

Barker, William Arthur, 238011, Pte., d., F.& F., 28/5/17. 
Barnfield, Jack, 201313, Pte., d. of w., 
Batchelor, William, 200401, Pte., d. of w., 
Baxter, George Alfred, 202581, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Bayliss, Benjamin, 3890, Pte., F. & F., 5/12/16. 

Belcher, Walter, 201965, Pte., F. & F., 29/8/17. 

Betts, Charles Arthur, 202626, F.& F., 3/12/17. 
Booker, Stanley Charles, M.C., 2/Lt., 10/10/16. 
Bouet, Alphonse Jacques, 2955, Pte., d. ofw. F. & F., 5/12/16. 
Braggins, Albert Edwin, 2/Lt., 29; 4/18. 

Breakwell, Joseph, 3622, Pte., F, & F., 17/7/16. 

Brighton, William George, 202006, Pte., F. & F., 29/8/17. 
Broome, Miller, 200760, Pte., d., Home, 8/5/18. 

Brown, Alfred Thomas, 203661, Pte., F. & b., 18/8/17. 
Bruntiell, Frederick, 4307, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 21/6/16. 
Buckle, Alfred, 235128, Pte., F. & F., 25/8/17. 

Butcher, Charles Leslic, Capt., F. & F., 24/7/16. 

Butler, Herbert, 203505, Pte., F. & F., 1/4/17. 

Burrows, William, 4355, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/7/16. 


1/8th Battalion. 


Bacon, Harry, 203702, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/11/18. 
Bailey, Victor James, 241551, Cpl., d. of w., cE, 2 
Baker, Alfred William, 242264, Pte., d. of w. 
Baker, Arthur George, 240638, Pte., FL. & V., 23/2/17 
Baker, Bert Walter, 59404, Pte., BS & F., ne Uh 18. 

Ballard, Albert Edward, 241568, Pte., d. of Ww. » F&F, 


9/10/18. 
Banbury, Clarence Samuel, 241742, ay - & F., 24/4/17. 
Banner, George, 241792, Pte., F. & F., (17, MoM. 


Barber, Gordon Henderson, AMLC., eee 
Bastable, Samuel John, 241648, L/Cpl., F. & I, 24/4/17. 
Bates, Frederick, 24163, Pte. ‘ 7 
Baylis, Harry, 240838, Pte., F. & F. 
Bayliss, John Alfred, 241003, Pte. 
Bayliss, Percy, 242634, Pte., FL & 
Beacham, Cecil Jam 2.Lt., 
Bearcrott, Edward, 4847, Pte., 
Bell, Hugh Randolph Kyan, Lt., d 
Benjamin, Herbert Seymour, Capt. 
Bennett, Charles Hdward, 260095, , 24/10; 17. 
Bennett, Harold Jonn, 36986, Pte., Me DF 10, 18. 
Benson, Henry, 260137, Pte., d. of wi B&F, 19/8 
Binks, Edward George, 240311, Pte, d. of w., Fix F., 
5/11/17. 

Bishop, John Arthur, 241634, Pte., 
Bishop, John Cleaver, 241627, Pt 
Blake, James Robert, Capt., F. & F 
Bhtchford, John Arthur, 20) 
Boaz, Frederick Charles, 
Bolstridge, Mark, 1676, Pte., 
Bond, Stanley Victor, 57168, Pte, F. 
Boswell; Charles Henry, ei lsie Pte. 


Bourie: Albe' rt, 240642, Pre 
Bourne, John Henry, 24040 ,d. 
Bradford, Ernest At a Btw Ie Pte 
Lradley, Wilham 3 
Bray, Ernest James, 2027, Pte. F 
Bridgman, Edwin Gilbert, 263116, 
Briggs, Albert, 200 124, Pte., F. & F. 
Briggs, Joseph, 1607, Set., F. & F., Phiten 

Brittle, Herbert Francis, 240478, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 


24/10/18. 
Bromley, George, 241662, Pte., F.& F., 244/17. 
Brooks, Walter dward, 2 7, Pte, F. & F., 9/10/17, 


Brotherton, Kegimald, 242442, Pte., F.& F., 9/10/17. 
Brown, Christopher, 2/It., d., F.& F., 24/10/18. 


Brown, William Robert, 2098, Pte., d., Home, 3:4 16 
Bruton, Frederick Edward, 240594, Pte., F. & F., 5417. 
Bruton, Harry, 204188, Pte., F. & F., 9 10/17. 

Bruton, William Ernest, 2934, Pte., d. Home, 17 2 
Bullwinkle, Arthur Hicdges, 260019, Pte., F. & 
Burchell, William, 241668, Pte., F. & 
Burgess, Frederick Arthur, 242655, Pte., 
Buse, Philip Henry Graham, 20349, Pte., F 
Butcher, Alfred Sidney, 4826, Pte., d. of w., 


2'8th Battalion. 


Baker, John, 44020, Pte., F.& F., 3/9/18. 
Baldwin, William, 4493, Pte., F. & 17,7, 16, 
Ball, Percy, 41940, P: Foo F., 1/11; 13. 


Banner, Arthur, 240716, Pte., F. & F., 3.12, 17. 
Barber, Herbert William, 43672, Pte., d. of w., F 4 F 
19/4/18. 
Barlow, Herbert, 41483, Pte., 
Barnes, Ronald John Harold, 
2/6/18. 
Barnsley, Harry, 43374, Pte., 
Barton, Bernard, A/Lt. Col. 
Basterfield, Horace, 5 
Baumgarte, Colin 
Bell, Havo'd Stormont, 2/ Lt 
Bench, Thomas, 260264, Pte., F. 
Bere, Oswald Adams, 242019, Pte, 
Bevis rederick George, 2. 2. 
Birch, Vernon, 201334, Pte., 
Bleas ink, 57 , Pte., F.& BK. 
Boorn, Ernest Joseph, 204225, Pte., ‘a. Bee 
Bowcott, Robert, 43684, L/Cpl., d. of 
Boyd, Clarence Frederick, 40087, Pte., F. 
Boyne, Frederick William, 43686, Pte., F 
Bray, Albert Somers, 421421, Cpl & 
Bridge, George Francis Reginald, 
Brodby, James, 260306, Pte., 
Brogden, Percival Edward Arthur, 43059, Pte., dof w, 
F.& F., 16/6/18. 
Brookes, Herbe 367, Pte., 
Brotherton, George, 241136, be é 
Brown, John Edward, 43577, Pte., F&F. 39 1s, 
Brown, John Wiilam, 43691, Pte., F.& F., 154 1s A 
Bullock, Alfred Willian, 241022, Pte., d. ot ww, ba Fy 
22/817. 
Bulloc - amuel Charles, 43694, Pte., F.& F., 15 4 1s. 
Bunney, William Augustus, 34238, L/Cpl, Poa F 2 lols 
Burchell, John Yockney, 260310, Pte., Fox F., 2 
Burchell, Wilham Ernest, I 
Burden, Richard Hooper 
Burford, Wilham, 242496, 
Burrow, C 242090, Pte. 
Birt, Olive . Pte., q of 


F., 31,318. 
5409, Pte., do ot w., Fa f 


‘& F,, 2/10/18. 
.& F., M8; 18. 


Box Fis dis 


268 17, 


Butler, Vincent John, 43698, Pte., d. of v 
Byrd, Harry, 240821, . d. Home, 6 


Sth Battalion. 


Baker, Albert Edward, 15073, Pte., Gallipoli, 10.8 15. 
Baker, Benjamin, 2070: , Mesopotanua, 144. 16, 

Fs ede, India, 117, 1s 

TAL 1b. 

hpoli, 30 Th 15. 

10s 15. 

o, Mesopotania, 204 16 
, Pte, d., Mese pe tions 


Ball, Fred, 20691, 
Ballard, lrnest, 


Banner, 
26/1016. 

Barber, William, 14387, Pte., d. of w., Home, 15 10 15. 

Barker, William, Major, d. of w., Gallipoli, 15 3.15. 

Barlow, Joseph, 17198, Pte., Gallipoli, 12.8.1. 

Barnes, Alfred, 147 : Lee Gallipoli, 7/8/15. 

Barnes, Sam iel Mesopotamia, 19 6 16 

Barnes, Walter Pte., Mesopotamia, 149 18 

Barnett, John, : O earsotani 25017, 

Barrow, Henry, 22139, Pte., Mesopotamia, 9 4 16. 

Bartlett, Wilfred Edward, 19261, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 
3/10/18. 

Barton, James, 14178, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/8°15. 

Bates, Edwin Howard, 20031, Pte., Gallipol, 10,3,18 


Horace Harry 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Batsford, Robert, 13877, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/9/15. 
; Baugh, Sidney, 14145, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 17/7/15. 
‘ Baxter, David, 22293, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 


Beach, Arthur Edward, 15102, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 


Beale, Harry, 19424, Pte., Mesopotamia, 19/1/17. 

Beard, Edwin, 14906, Pte., Gallipoli, d. of w., 10/9/15. 
. Beard, Lewis Oscar, 44558, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 22/6/18. 
Beardsmore, John Henry, 201489, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 

28/9/18. 

Beasley, Arthur, 20648, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 24/6/16. 
Beauchamp, Penrith Sutton, 2/Lt., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Beavon, John, 27000, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Beech, Bernard, 16947, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/1/16. 

Beechey, William Thomas, 16958, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Benfield, Ralph Urban, 34913, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 3/10/18. 
Bennett, Jack, 13665, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Bennett, John, 20979, Pte., Mesopotamia, 9/4/16. 

Bennett, John, 27081, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 26/1/17. 
Benson, Daniel, 1396], Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Bevan, Harold Samuel, 13760, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Bewick, James Brason, 18804, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Bidlake, Herbert Cooper Keith, Capt., Mesopotamia, 25/2/17. 
Billingham, David, 15269, Pte., d. of w. at sea, 15/8/15. 
Billingsley, Harry, 7934, C.S.M., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Birch, William, 6594, Pte., Mesopotamia, 9/4/16. 
Birkenhead, Richard Charles, 13761, Pte., Mesopotamia, 

25/1/17. 

Bishop, Edwin, 18771, Sgt., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Bishop, Thomas, 9663, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 19/2/17. 
Blackmore, Arthur Pratt, 15912, Pte., d. of w. at sea, 9/8/15. 
Blewer, John Arthur, 22179, Pte., Gallipoli, 19/9/15. 

Bond, Herbert William, 13859, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 
Bonner, James Sedgelev, 19582, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 


Boswell, Lugard Douglas, 19588, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 


Bott, William, 15207, Pte., d. of w. at sea, 22/9/15. 
Bottley, John Henry, 36085, Pte., d., South Africa, 10/2/17. 
Boughey, George, 21754, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 23/10/15. 
Bourne, John Callender, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, 18/7/15. 
Bowater, Sidney, 1409], Pte., Gallipoli, 8/8/15. 
Boxley, Fred, 20817, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Boyd-Moss, Ernest William, D.S.O., Major, Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Brackley, John, 11989, L/Cpl., Mcsopotamia, 20/4/16. 
Bray, Archie, 14146, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Bray, Richard Francis, 20939, Pte., d., Malta, 7/12/15. 
Breadmore, Albert William, 9103, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 
18/12/16. 
Brett, John, 14322, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/9/15. 
Brettle, Albert, 21273, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/8/15. 
Bridges, Frederick Robert, 30866, Pte., 
25/1/17. 
Bridges, Thomas Henry, 22337, L/Cpl., Mesopotamia, 17/1/17. 
Bridgwater, Bertie Frederick, 27024, Pte., Mesopotamia, 
25/1/17. 
Brittain, Fred, 14771, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 18/8/15. 
Britton, Albert, 8716, Pte., d. Malta, 4/1/16. 
Brock, Raynard Dorrell, 18904, Pte., d., 
22/4/16. 
Bromage, George, 15706, L/Cpl., d., Mesopotamia, 8/6/16. 
Bromley, Charles, 6201, Sgt., d., Mesopotamia, 17/7/16. 
Brown, Alfred, 9154, Sgt., Gallipoli, 17/7/15. 
Brown, Herbert Ernest, 6204, C.S.M., Gallipoli, 10/8/16. 
Brown, John James, 30901, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 
25/2/17. 
Brown, Tom, 10040, L/Cpl., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 20/12/16. 
Brookes, Alfred, 21473, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17 
es, Arthur, 30454, P. Mesopotamia, 25/1/17 
John, 21766, Pte., Mesopotamia, 4/11/17 
John Frederick, 13¢ L/Cpl, Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
, Joseph, 27011, Pte., Mesorotamia, 25/1/17. 
Brookfield, Harold, 25074, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15/12/16. 
Broom, Albert Arthur, 16991, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/1 
Broomhall, Joseph, 19019, L/Cpl., d., Mesopotamia, 4 
Brvant, George Francis, 16846, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Buckland, Herbert, 35268, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18. 
Buegins, Ronald, 19051, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 15/12/1 
Bullivant, Charles, 31393, Pte., Mesopotamia, A/T. 
Bunn, Albert Thomas, 30882, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20/12/16. 
urgin, Thomas William, 19186, Pte., Mesopotamia, 5/4 16, 
Burke, Francis John, 14826, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/1 
Burrows, Charles Henry, 13805, Pte., Mesopotamia, ! 
Burrows, Richard, 14472, Pte., d, of w., at sea, 1/6/16. 


Mesopotamia, 


Mcsopotamia, 


Busby, William Baldwin, 2/Lt., Mesopotamia, 15/2/17. 
Butler, Albert Edwin, 17276, Cpl., d., Malta, 12/12/16. 
Butler, Edward, 13738, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Butler, Ernest, 23597, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Byrd, Jules, 27267, Pte., d., India, 30/6/18. 


10th Battalion. 


Bailey, Charles Victor, 50405, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 
Baker, Alfred Ernest, 202691, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Baker, Arthur Alfred, 39933, Pte., F. & F., 7/6/17. 
Baker, William Henry, 13284, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Baldwin, Sydney, 18685, Pte., F. & F., 30/7/16. 

Ball, Charles, 203310, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/4/18. 
Ballard, George, 5520, Sgt., F. & F., 21/9/17. 
Bannister, Fi, 15538, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Bannister, ‘lhomas, 22030, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/16. 
Bardsley, Isaac, 235130, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Barker, Frank, 203066, Pte., d., F. & F., 16/9/18. 
Barley, Fred, 16581, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/17. 

Barnard, Albert Richard, 18652, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 


- Barnes, Austin Henry, 40090, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/7/17. 


Barnes, Charles, 51356, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 

Barnett, Harry William, 36712, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Barnfield, Frederick Delappe, 27751, Pte., F. & F., 12/2/17. 

Barratt, Thomas, 39923, Pte., F. & F., 18/11/16. 

Barrett, George Shilton, 15615, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 8/11/15. 

Bartlett, Frederick John, 51194, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
30/5/18. 

Bartlett, Samuel Henry James, 34297, Pte., d. of w., Home, 
2/4/18. 

Bartlett, Sidney Henry, 15756, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/9/16. 

Bastable, William George, 18882, Pte., F. & F., 4/7/17. 

Batchelor, Ernest Andrew, 18519, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/16. 

Bate, Bert Solomon, 17866, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/10/16. 

Bates, Henry, 21081, Pte., F. & F., 28/1/18. 

Baylis, Louis Wilfred, 30303, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 23/9/17. 

Baylis, Thorias, 27579, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Bayliss, Harry, 29915, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/9/17. 

Bayliss, Walter Herbert, 14313, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Beadsmore, George, 17989, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Beady, Samuel, 39924, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Beaman, William Archie, M.C., Lt., F. & F., 10/4/18. 

Beames, Godfrey George, 42806, Pte., d. of w., Home, 
15/11/17. 

Beaney, Alfred, 35960, Sgt., d., Home, 28/5/18. 

Beazer, Archibald tiarold, 2/Lt., d. of w., F. & F., 21/4/19. 

Beer, William Gordon, 202672, Set., F. & F., 23/3/18. 

Belcher, Archibald Clarence, 39935, Pte., F. & F., 22/10/16. 

Bell, George, 203353, Pte., d., F. & F., 23/10/18. 

Bennett, Arthur Nathan, 21665, Pte., F. & F., 10/11/16. 

Bonnett, Ra’ph, 2/Lt., 4/9/18. 

Bennett, Edward, 10951, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Bennett, William, 17868, L/Cpl. d. of w., F. & F., 6/11/16. 

Bennett, Wiiliam George, 16649, Pte., F. & F., 26/3/18. 

Berrow, Christopher William, 18290, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
4/8/16. 

Best, Harry, 18517, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 6/1/18. 

Bettcridge, Edward Joseph, 19155, L/Cpl., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Bevan, Francis Albert, 15784, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Biddle, Ernest Clifford, 40806, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/17. 

Bignell, Lambert Jack, 20187, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 8/8/17. 

Bill, John, 201402, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Bird, Arthur, 24 Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Bird, Joseph, 31223, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 12/1/17. 

Bishop, Albert, 20583, L/Cpl, F. & F., 23/7/16. 

Bishop, Samuel, 10092, Pte., F. & F., 5/7/17. 

Bishop, William, 203259, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Bishop, William Francis, 13570, Sgt., F. & F., 6/7/17. 

Bissell, Bertic, 29821, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 14/12/16, 

E kmore, William, 44215, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 

Blake, Walter, 42706, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/11/16. 

Blest, William, 39925, Pte., © F., 18/11/16. 

Blewitt, Michael, 911 22/3/18, 

Bloomer, Joseph, 15692 

Bolter, Alfrel John, 203620, L/C 

Bolton, Charles, 9207, Pte., F. 

Bolton, Frank, 201065, Pte., F. & I 

Bostock, Samuel, 39 . 

Botfield, Joseph, 8806, Pte., F. & 

Bourne, William, 241371, Sgt., F. & F., 20/9/17. 


ROLL 


Bowden, Ernest, 207263, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/5/18. 
Bowhay, Arthur, Sanders, 207241, Sgt., F. & F., 18/6/18. 
Bowley, Adolphus, 21050, Pte., F. & F 3/7/16. 

B avy ., Wu.iam, 40355, Pre, F 
Bradvury, A but, 18490, Fte., F. 
Bradley, Freuerick, 203325, Pte., 
Bradley, Thomas Wilham, 20239 JFL& FB, 22/3/18 
Brake, Frederick Cariton James, 2/Lt., F.& F., 21/3/18 
Branch, Alfred Henry, 38106, Ete. 
Brettle, Vincent, 201336, Pte., Sans, e 
Brimfield, Alired, 2, Corpl., & F., 3/7/16. 
Brinkman, Frank, 30884, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/16. 
Bristow, Wilham, 312 aie Pte., d. of w., F.& F. patil: 
Brittle, Henry Harry, 15883, 'Pte., .& F., 4/6; 
Broadley, Alfred, 33349, d. F. & .o 17/2/17. 


7/6/17. 


Brookes, George, 17285, Pte., F. & F., 12/2/17. 
Brookes, Joseph, 40373, Pte., d ~ & F., 20/9/17. 
Broukes, Keginald Charles, 18758, L, F&F. , 3/7/16. 
Bruster, James, 23261, Pte., F. & F., Totiie. 
Broughton, Charles, 9109, Pte., d., F. & F., 29/10/18. 
Brougnton, mon, 39913, Pte., F.& F., 22/3/18. 
Brown, Benjamin, 9221, Pte., 20/9/17. 


Brown, Robert Christopher, 39938, Pte., F. & F., 
Brown, William, 12808, Pte., . & F., 21/3/18. 
Buckley, George, 15579, Cpl., F. & F 
Bull, Henry Marsden, 204284, Pte 
Bunn, Samucl, 33177, Pte., F. & 
Burgess, Henry, 40734, Pte. 
Burke, Thomas, 9659, Pie ‘ 
Burman, Frederick, 2418: Pte., d. of w. 
Burns, James, 20445, Pee., PF. & F., 
Burton, Joseph Kalph, 21108, Pte., 


18/11/16. 


1Pr& BF, 


Busby, John, 44183, Pte., F “18/6 18. 

Bush, Bernard William, 16871, L c pl, 

Butcher, Robert Bucknole, 57426 Pte., F. 

Batler, Alired Henry, 16913, Pte., M M.,, F. & F., 4/10; 17, 


Bucler, Ernest, 16098, L;Cpl., F. & F., 3/7/16. 


11th Battalion. 


Badger, George William, 9579, Sgt., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Baker, Albert Edward, 30856, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 
Banner, George Henry, 18180, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Barker, Edgar, 27944, Pte., Salonica, 25/3/17. 
Barnett, William, 17182, L/Cpl., Salunica, 8/9/16. 
Barrett, William, 48208, Pte., d., Salonica, 17/10/18. 
Barton, Francis Samuel, 16809, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 
Bartram, Charles William, 34735, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 
9/5/17. 
Bates, Herbert James, 2 
Batty, Charles Henr 


)28, Pte., Salonica, 1/9/18. 
210, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 11/6/17. 


Bavington, Samuel, 30837, Pte., d., Salonica, 15/10/18. 

Baxter, John Hanwell, 16463, L/Cpl., d. of w., Salonica, 
12/10/16. 

Bedhall, rank, 31152, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 


Bennett, Albert William, 51938, Pte., d., 
Berry, Jai 18032, Pte., Salonica, 25 
Binmore, William, 34771, Pte., d. of Salonica, 4/5/17. 
Blount, Edwin, 166 . d. of w., Jonica, 22/11/16. 
Bradshaw, Harry, 1 Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Bricknel. homas, 29724, Pte., d., Salonica, 25/10/16. 
Bridges, Ernest George, 27408, Pte., d., Salonica, 11/5/17. 
Bromley, Samucl, 1 Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Brough, Robert, 38345, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 20/3/17. 
Brown, George Congdon, 2:Lt., d. of w., Salonica, 8/5/17. 


lonica, 8/11/18, 
17. 


1st Battalion. 


F. & F., 9/5/15. 
F.& F, 
&F,1 


Cadman, John, 17957, Pte., 
Cale, Harry, 30255, L/Cpl, 
Cannon, James, 94: a 
Cannon, Joseph, F.& F., 6/6/18. 
Cantril, Arthur William, 260. Pre.,d.of w., F. & F., 
Carline, Georg _#F. 

Carr, John, 20 Pe e., F. 
Carter, Albert Francis, 3554: 
Carter, Thomas, 8463, Pte., S ! 
Cartland, James Bertram Falkner, Major 
Cartwright, Wilham, 12425, Pte., F 
Case, Samuel James, 51212, Pte., 
Cash, Thomas, $908, Pte., F. & F., 1 


F&F. 
., 10/7/18, 
6/6/18. 


27/5/18. 


10/7/16, 


OF HONOUR. 
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Bruton, Cyril, 17120, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 

Burns, William Thomas, 23531, Pte., Salonica, 24’ 1%. 
Burrows, Benjamin, 16100, Pte., d. of w., Salonic 
Butcher, Wilham Cecil, 15655, Pte., Salonica, 13 
Butler, Bertram, 31176, Pte., Salonica, 24, 4.17. 
Butler, Rowland, 17140, Pte., d. of w., Salunica, 65,17. 


14th Battalion. 


Baker, John, 25512, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Barber, Joseph Samucl, 37342, Pte., F.& F., 29/11/15. 

Batchelor, Frederick Oliver, 30769, Pte., d. of w., F&F 
31/3/18. 

Bean, George, 41706, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Beaven, Frederick Henry Jacob, 42489, Pte., d., Here. 
10/7/18. 

Beckwith, Harold Thomas, 59623, Cpl., MM. F. & F, 2944! 

Bell, James, 29768, Pte., d.. F.& 6:16. 

Bell, John Thomas, 25604, Pte., FE & F., 27,12,1%. 


Bennett, Albert William, 29411, Cpl, d. of w., F.& F, | 
8/2/17. i 
Fiddle, Bryan, 241571, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10 ou n 


Birchley, Cecil Henry, 95243, Pte.,d. of w., F. &F,, Ist 
Bird, Joseph, 29547, Pte., 


Bluck; John, 26379, Pte., F.& F., 14/11/ 16. 

Bolton, John Edgar, 25036, Pte. Home, 2 4,17. 
Booton, Archie, 26823, L/Cpl. & F., 8; 4s. { 
Bowen, Samuel, 23171, Pt & F., 10/1017, 
Bowman, Arthur Edwin, 2. Sgt., F. & F., 22,1015 
Bradford, William, 26239, pL, d. of w., F. & F, 28410 
Bradshaw, John Wilham, 43908, Pte ai Sy 
Bray, Albert Charles, 43779, Pte., F.& 85 Sith. 
Bridge, Albert Harry, 20377, Pte., F. & F., 


Bromlcy, Ralph Hodgson, 41705, Pte., 
Brown, Archibald James, 29771, Pte., 
Bryant, Arthur John, 25610, Pte., d. Home, 24,2, 1". 
Buckland, Harry, 238028. Pte., F. & F., 9/5/18. 
Buckley, Bert, 27489, Pte., F.& F., 5,1 6. 
Bullivant, Richard, 25683, Pte., F.& F., 
Bullock, Edward, 25783, Pte., F. & F., 


Battalions, 


25, 10/17, 


Reserve etc. (Died at Heme). 
Bailey, Danicl Thomas George, 46417, Pte., 
Gn. Bn.). 
Baker, Ellis James, 25017, Pte., 5/4/18. (Depot). 
Banbury, Richard, 7810, Bandmaster, 22,7,17. (Depa 
Barker, Arthur James, 63031, Pte., 7/7/18. (Ist Ga. b- 
Best, Frederick, 46 Pte., 2/1/18. (15th Bn.}. 
Bolger, Patrick, 49878, Pte., 25/10/18. (15th Bn¥. 
Brewster, Aleck Howard, 30549, Pte., 22°1:17. 
Brown, George, 18923, Pte., 3/4/17. (Bepot). 
Bryant, Henry James, 44976, Pte., 20 2/17. (15th Pr 
Bullen, Wilfred Kdward, 4267, Pte., 25 1/16, (37th br. 
Buller, Henry, 45330, Pte., 9/8/17. (Ist Gn. Bn. 
Burgess, Sidney Hugh, 3053, L/Cpl., 23, 10/16. (3,$th B= 


Other Units. 
Baird, Gilbert Campbell, 2/Lt., att. 229 Co., M.G.C.,28717 
Bennett, Ralj h, 2, Lt., att. He eord, 4 9 18. 
Bennett, Theodore John, L-t., att. 17th Int. (LAs 79h 
Berry, William Henry, 11130, Sgt., d. att. W.A.F.F. 2" > 
Boocock, Herbert Jennings, 2;Lt., att. 15 put 


Broomhall, Harry, 2.1-t., att. 2,R. Berks., 23 
Cassell, Lloyd Charles, 36057, Pte., F.& F., 181%. 
Castle, Allen, 9375, Pte., & F., 10 7/16 


Chambers, Henry, 11301, 
Chambers, John William, 23 , Pte. d 
Chance, Sidney, 21472, P: d. of w., F 
Chance, Thomas, 9783, L/Cpl., d. of w., 
Chandler, Alfred Peter, 44175, Pte., F 
Channon, Albert Ernest, 11413, Pte 
ce eee 30737, Pte. 


d. of w., 


Cc Hares, Cy Til, 
Chetland, W. aie rT, 34 
Child, Albert, 11991, 
Child, Charles Harold, 9, H 

Chipling, Douglas Frederick, 512i, Pte., F. & F, mae 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Chorlton, Harry, 235030, Pte., F. & F., 17/8/17. 
Clargo, Joseph Daniel, 9559, Pte., F. & F., 18/3/15. 
Clark, Albert, 15668, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 25/4/18. 
Clark, Albert Frank, 30550, L/Cpl., F. & F., 26/10/16. 
Clarke, Albert, 20¢ L/Cpl, F. & F., 6/6/18. 
Clarke, Alfred, 10868, L’Cpl., d., F. & F., 20/7/18. 
Clarke, Frank, 12740, Pte., F. & F., 9/1/15. 

Clarke, Leonard, 9708, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 13/7/16. 
Clay, Fred., 31278, Pte., F. & F., 30/12/17. 

Clay, John, 20384, Pte., F.& F., 2/1/17. 


Clayton, Lawrence, 10724, Pte., F. & F., 18/3/15. 
Clements, Arthur, 40563, Pte., F. & F., 15/11/16. 
Clifford, Albert Henry, 27480, Pte., F. & F., 15/11/16. 
Clifford, George, 29021, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 
Clifford, Ja Pte., F.& F., 20/1/15. 

Chfford, W , Pte., F. & F., 20/1/15. 

Clifton, Thoma: 18, Pte., F. & F., 9/5/15. 

Clinton, John, 8330, Pte., F. & F., 

Clow, Andrew 180, Pte, d. of w., F. &F, 26/4/18. 


25, L/Cpl., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
F&F, s/iit. 

d. of w., F. & F., 30/11/15. 
Cole, James Fletcher, 18785, Pte., F. 6 13/3/15. 
Coleman, Ernest John, 44440, Pte., F.& F., 14/10/18. 
Coleman, William James, 51219, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
Coles, Arthur James, 42304, Pte., d F., 14/11/18. 
Coles, Frederick, 76, Pte., F. & F 


Cocker, John ‘Edward, 
Cole, Alien, 19004, te 
Cole, Fred., 16502, Pte., 


Colley, Enos, 36794, L/Cpl, d. of w., 15/1/18. 
Collings, George, 13419, L/Cpl. & F., 23/2/15. 
Collins, Ernest Stanley, 2/Lt F., 31/7/17. 


Conn, Reginald William, 297 
Connor, William Henry, 9048, Pt 
Cook, Carl, 35916, Pte., F. & F 
Cook, Frank, 10010, Pte., F 
Cooley, Horace Thomas, 11879, Pte., & F., 26/6/17. 
Cooper, Joseph, 203590, Pte., F. & F., 14/8/17. 

Cooper, William John, 40562, Cpl., F. & F., 31/7/17. 
Cooper, William Thc mas, 5749, C.S.M., F. & F., 13/3/15. 
Corbyn, Frederick, 33254, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/4/18. 
Cornfield, Herbert, 9034, Pte, F.& F., 10/7/16. 
Cotterill, Albert, 12017, Pte., F. & F., 18/11/14. 

Cotton, Reuben, 34536, Pte., F. & 2/11/17. 

Cottrell, Albert, 41217, Pte., F.& F., 1/4/18. 

Cottrell, William, 7305, Pte., F. & F, 13/3/15. 

Couzens, Edric James, 31, Pte., F & F., 10/7/16. 
Coventry, James Alfred, 9191, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/6/15. 
Cowley, Frank, 11960, Pte., F. & 10/3/15. 


,d.ofw., 
4/3/17. 
9/5/15. 


F&F, 19/14. 


Cox, Albert, 11025, Pte., 1 17/L/14. 

Cox, Albert Edwin, 44399, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/8/18. 
Cox, Charles, 43340, Pte. F.& F., 14/10/18. 

Cox, John Rams Lt.. F. & F., 11/3/15. 


Cox, Walter Albert, 35917, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 31/7/17. 
Coyle, George, 41487, Pte., d. of w., F. &F s/toji7. 


Craddock, James, 30412, Pte., F.& KF, 

Creighton, Arthur Francis, 42240, Pte., rE e Pe 6/6/18, 
M.M. 

Crockett, William, 10975, Pte., F. & F., 11/3/15. 

Crofts, Walter, 4 Pte J& F. 31/7/17. 

Crooks, Joseph, 4 & F., 26/12/17 

Cross, George Fi .& F., 13/3/18. 

Crouch, Harry Stephe ; y., F. & F., 7/3/17. 

Crowther, Rupert He , 80954, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 


Crump, Thomas, 19501, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

Cubberley, Francis George, 13039, L/Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 
4/1/18. 

Cumings, Albert Ernest, 


14523, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 


Cunt.iffe, Peter, 9382, Pte., F.& F., 19, 15/15. 
2nd Battalion. 

Caddick, Walter, 39612, Pte., F. & F., 1/11/16. 

Cain, James Henry, 14394, Sat., F. & F., 27/9/17. 

Calcott, George Keginald Charles, 40213, L/Cpl., F. & F., 
5/11/16. 

Callear, Arthur, 13595, Pte., F. & F., 28/1/16. 

Carpenter, George, 11774, Sgt., & F., 15/4/18. 

Carpenter, George, 12860, Pte., & F., 21/10/14. 

Carr, Martin Raymond, Captai 18/9/14, 

Carr, Robert, 43709, Pte., F. i 

Carter, Arthur Charles, 1: 3011, 2/1/16. 


Carter, Henry, 57708, Pte., F. & F, 29, 9/18. 


25, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 14/10/18. 
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Cartwright, Alfred, 39611, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/17. 
Cartwright, William, 14367, Pte., F.& F., 10/11/15. 
Carwardine, Thomas Edward, 10236, L/Cpl., F, & F., 26/9/15. 


Cassidy, Patrick William, 11047, Pte., F.& F., 12/10/18. 
Cattell, Joseph, 13732, Cpl, F.& F., 5/11/16. 
Caudle, George, 7702, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/5/15. 


Chamberlain, Harold, 203361, Pte., F.& F. , 26/9/17. 

Chamberlain, William, 20309, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Chambers, Frederick, 39625, Cpl., F. & F., 31/10/16. 

Chambers, William, 8613, Pte., F.& F., 16/5/15. 

Chance, Benjamin, 10121, Pte., F. & F., 2/10/14. 

Chance, John Percival, 9230, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 18/7/16. 

Channon, Reginald, 52281, Pte., d. of w., F.& F. , 13/4/18, 

Chant, Gilbert John, 57553, LiCpl., F.& Bi 29/9/18. 

Chapple, William George, 51776, Cpl, F.& F., 5/3/18. 

Chatterton, Charles, 17099, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 7/10/15. 

Chatterton, Fred, 8184, Pte., F.& F., 15/5/16. 

Cheeseman, Gerald, 57781, Pte., d., F. & F., 8/5/18. 

Chislett, Jesse, 49458, Pte., F. & F., 16/4/18. 

Chiswell, Harry Loris, 57614, Pte., F.& F., 29/9/18. 

Christie, Albert William Ernest, 2/Lt., F. & F., 27/9/16. 

Church, George, 40217, Pte., F. & F., 25/9/17. 

Clark, Albert, 21973, Pte., F.& F., 5/11/16. 

Clark, Rueben George, 40226, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 

Clarke, Albert William, 52283, Pte., F. & F., 4/7/18. 

Clarke, Arthur, 8284, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 28/7/16. 

Clarke, Arthur Frederick, 207399, Cpl., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Clarke, Arthur Walter, 11265, Sgt., F. & F., 16/7/16. 

Clarke, Bertram, 30483, Pte., F. & F., 16/4/18. 

Clarke, Herbert Harvey, 46775, Pte., F.& F., 29/9/18. 

Clarke, John, 10213, Pte., F.& F., fe 

Clarke, Stephen, 7797, Pte., d. of w., F., 19/9/14. 

Clayton, Edward, 24886, Cpl., F. & F., 31/5/18. 

Clayton, Meshach, 23187, Pte., F.& F., 21/5/17. 

Clelford, Leonard John, 203158, Pte., F. , 17/4/18. 

Clevely, Herbert, 15062, Pte., F. & F., 15/7/16. 

Cliff, Albert, 8477, Pte., F.& F., 28/1/16. 

Clifford, Herbert, 16557, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Clifford, William, 10583, L/Cpl., d. ot w., Home, 29/5/15. 

Clive, William Isaiah, 8616, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Cockings, Hensman Jesse, 42717, Pte., F.& F., 18/4/18. 

Cole, Charles William, 14581, L/Cpl., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Cole, James, 18784, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15. 

Collett, Cyril Frederic, 13315, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/14. 

Collett, Samuel, 7868, Pte., F.& F., 14/11/14. 

Collier, Thomas Doble, 36311, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Collins, Herbert, 14355, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/15. 

Collins, James, 13563, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 26/6/17. 

Collins, James, 42058, Pte., F. & F., 15/4/18. 

Collins, William John Miles, 46956, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
9/6/18. 

Collis, Reginald, 8270, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15. 

Colpman, Frank, 42540, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Colwell, Samuel, 52287, Pte., F. & F., 15/4/18. 

Connor, George, 11147, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Conway, James Herbert, 238044, Pte., F.& F., 29/9/18. 

Cook, Herbert Roland, £3143, Cpl., F. & F., 5/1/16. 

Coombes, William Edward, 8912, L/Cpl., D.C.M., F. & F., 
11/4/18. 

corer. Charles George, 43128, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/18. 

Cooper, George, 12753, Pte., d., F. & F., 30/10/14. 

Cooper, George Henry, 27367, Pte., F. & F., 18/4/18. 

Cooper, John, 46279, Pte., F.& F., 17/4/18. 

Cooper, Thomas, 11639, L/Set., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Cooper, Walter, 8836, Pte., d. of er Fe & F., 20/9/14. 

Cooper, William Marsden, 2/Lt., F. 17/2/17. 

Corbett, Charles Henry, 48044, Pte., © fe F., 30/11/17. 

Corbett, Richard, 9249, Pte., d. of w F.& F., 24/7/16. 

Cordell, John, 57812, Pte, F.& F., 29/9/18. 

Cosnett, Thomas Herbert, 8467, Pte., d.of w., F. & F., 19/1/15, 

Coss, Samuel, 202389, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/10/17. 

Cotterill, William, 12479, Pte., F. & F., 16,5/15. 

Cottrill, “John, 10085, Pte., F.& F., 21/9/14. 

Couldridge, Jack Oswald, 2) Lt., F.& F. eR ene 

Couldwell, Edmund, 24719, Licpl d. of w., hiome, 13/10/16. 

Fte., F.& F., 9/15 

3213, L.Cpl, d. of w., 

Cowles, Reginald William, 24887, L/ nik 

Cox, Alwyne, 10186, Pte., d. of w., F. 

Cox, Edward T! omas, 27818, Pte., a Fi; 

Cox, Robert, 8882, Pte F.& F, ‘21/10/14. 


F., 4/12/17. 
L& OK, 27/2/17 
12/10/15, 
24/3/16. 


ROLL 


Cox, Stanley, 202146, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/17. 

Crawford, George, 7983, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/14. 

Crew, James Charles, 200933, Pte., F.& F., 26/9/17. 

Cripps, James Thomas, 51805, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Crisp, Joseph, 42033, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Croft, John Robert, 11411, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Crompton-Brown, Charles Rupert, 44370, Pte., d. of w., 
Home, 19/11/18. 

Cross, Gilbert Frank, 31342, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 

Croydon-Fowler, Hilgrove, Lt., F. & F., 12/10/18. 

Crump, Alfred, 20317, Pte., F.& F., 17/4/18. 

Crust, William Francis, 10059, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/9/14. 

Cubbage, Frederick Charles, 4267 , L/Cpl, d., F.& FE, 
20/10/18. 

Cubberlcy, Thomas, 11120, Pte., M a _d.of w. 

Cubberley, William Clay, 77 5 

Cunningham, Daniel Chad, 34 

Currall, Walter, 9977, L/Cpl, F. 

Curtis, William George, 9064, L/Cpl., 
5/12/14. 

Curtler, Frederick G. Watkin Oldham, Lt., F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Cutler, Thomas, 33192, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/5/17. 


FE. & F., 26/9/17. 
F.& F., 215/17. 
16 


w., F.& F, 


3rd Battalion. 


Cadman, Samuel, 15238, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 10/8/17. 
Cadwallader, John, 19649, Pte., F. & F., 3/9/16. 
Calderwood, Arthur, 10593, Cpl., F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Caldicott, Charles Stevenson, 13471, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Callaway, Frederick James, 6560, Cpl., F. & F., 5/8/16. 
Callow, Thomas, 8655, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/3/15. 
Campbell, John William Ronald, M.C., Lt., F. & F., 14/4/18. 
Candlin, Robert Haywood, 27888, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Cansdale, Frank, 8819, Sgt., F. & F., 3/9/16. 
Capewell, Elijah, 19992, Ptc., F.& F., 28/7/15. 
Capewell, Lewis Joseph, 25123, Pte., F. & F., 26/8/16. 
Careless, Cornelius Richard, 16423, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 
Carey, George, 12703, Pte., d. of w., F. & F 
Carey, Arthur William, 14453, Pte.. F. & 
Carpenter, Arthur Leunard, 41853, Pte. F. & 
Carpenter, George Henry, 19462, Pte., d., F. & fi 
Carpenter, Stanley, 14537, Pte., F.& F., 11/7/16. 
Carrington, Charles Henry, 12042, Sgt., d. of w., F.& F., 
19/4/18. 
Carter, Albert Thomas, 260364, Pte., d. of w., 


Home, 1/5/18. 


Carter, Clement, 23778, Pte., F.& F., 21/7/17. 
Carter, Henry, 9218, Pte., F.& F., 15/10/14. 
Carter, 


Francis, 20380, Pte., F. & F., 26/7/ 


Carter, Reginald, 17876, Pte., F.& F., 

Carter, William James, 10044, Spt., d. of w., F. & B., 27/4/15. 
Cartwright, James, 114: Pte, FL & F., 12; 11/15. 
Cartwright, Thomas, 13169, Pte & FF, V5/1u/i4, 
Carver. James, 42461, Pte, F.& lo 4.18. 


Cashmore, John Calcb Samuel, 20412 
Hills. 
Cassidy. Antony Peter, 41828, Pte., F.& F., 
Castile, Emanuel, 33391, Pte., F. & F 
Chadwick, James, 9112, Pte., F. 
Chamberlain, Arthur, 21708, Pte., 
Chambers, Alfred Charles, 9473, 
Chambers, William Henry, 8932. 
Chancellor, John, 9720, Cpl., F. 
Chant, Leonard, 19352, Cpl., F.& F., 
Chapman, Alfred Walter, 57349, Pte 
Chapman, James, 9380, Sgt., 
chaps an, William Ernest, 207249, Pte 
r 0. Pte 


7, Pte. d.of w., F. & F., 


2! 4/18. 


, 80/5/18. 


c atland, Joseph Oliver, 204099, Pte., 
Chattings, Albert, 9164, Pte. .& F 
Chaytor, Alban Kingsford, 2/Lt., d. che %. 
Cheatle, Thomas, 204100, Pte. d., F. & 
Cheshire, Ernest, 13181, J'te., c 

Chester, Charles Arthur, 2. 
Chignell, Hugh, 2/Lt., F. 


Child, Leonard Matthew, Bo& VF. 20/10/14. 
Chittem, John, 15001, Pte., 10-16 

Clace, Jolin James, 8084, 12.315. 

Clanie, John Edward, & 58 16, 
Clark, Alfred, 8726, Pte. . 

Clark, John Edward, 5897, Licpl. TLL, 


OF HONOUR. 


F. & F., 21/9/16 


Clark, John Richard, 41971, Pte., F. & F., 26/4/18. 
Clarke, Caleb, 17832, Pte., F. & F., 27/5'18. 
Clarke, Frederick John Noel, 2/Lt., F. & F., 28/6/15. 


Clarke, Mordaunt Edward Leonard Hannam, Lt., F. & F. 
26/8/14. 
Clarke, William Hamilton, 2/Lt., F. & F., 12/3/15. 


Clay, Alfred William, 27896, Pte., 


F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Clay, Thomas, 9308, Pte., 


F. & F., 28/10/14. 


Clayton, Arthur William, 25662, L/Cpl., F. & F., 248.16 
Clayton, Joseph, 8587, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 9:7 a 
Cleaves, Herbert Ernest, 30595, Pte., F. & F., 2 


Cleobury, James, 11523, Pte., F.& F., 20 Tela. 
Clough, James, 41973, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Coates, Edmund George, 5605, Pte., F. & F., 21'10'14 
Coates, George Stanley, 207269, Cpl., d., Home, 2] 12 18 
Cockell, John Robert Petch, 9649, Pte., d. of w., F.& F, 
4/1l/l4. 
Cockin, William, 42868, Pte.. F. & F., 
Cogan, Francis Joseph, ‘41975, Pte., d. 
Cogbill, George Alfred, 40832, Pte., F. 
Cole, Henry William, 9116, Pte., F.& 
Cole, Joseph Howard, 40848, Pte., d., F. 
Cole, Joseph Thomas, 8424, Sgt., F. & F. 


17/12/17. 
of w. 
&F, 
F., 


Cole, Richard Frederick, 20091, Pte., F. & F. 

Cole, Robert, 8984, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15, 

Coleman, Ezra Cecil, 23347, Pte., d. of w., F. & F.. 2610 15. 
Coleman, George William, 5521, Sgt., F. & F., 21,9 14 


Coles, Albert Arthur, 52499, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
Coles, Charles Thomas, 12376, Pte., d. of w., 


10 $18 
FL& F..410t 


Coles, Ernest John, 9119, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10,1014. 

Coling, Thomas, 34898, Pte., d., F. & F., 2/11 18 

Colledge, Arthur, 36642, Pte., d. of w., F_& F., 16518 

Collett, John Ernest William, 13313, L/Cpl., d., F.& F. 
11/12/15. 

Collins, Albert, 7053, Pte., d. of w., F. & F.. 23 10/14 

Collins, Charles Henry, 21233, Pte., F. & F., 27:7/15. 

Collins, Harry, 8855, Pte., F.& F., 28/416. 

Collins, Frederick, 202864, Pte., F. & F., 26 4 18. 

Collins, John, 6305, Pte., d. of w., E & F. 91014 

Collins, Svdney Alfred, 6085, Pte., ‘ F, 16 615 

Colliver, Stanley Ostorne, » FL & F., 27.518. 

Collyer, Percival, 24705, Pte., F. & F., 3.9/16. 

Comley, Joseph, 9374, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/16. 

Compton, Richard Henry, 39799, Pte., F.& F 

Conn, Charles Henry, 20063, Pte., d. of w., F.& F. 

Cook, Arthur, 13165, Pte., d. of w., F. & F.. 6 1016 


Cook, David, 17054, Set.. M.M. d. of w. & F. 1241s 
Cook, Ernest, 1 » L/Cpl, F.& F, 11/817 

Cook, John, 203679, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1k 418 
Couk, George Edgar David, 51218, Pte., F. & F, 18 1018 
Cook, Robert Guy, 2.Lt., FL & F., 9;2/17. 

Cooke, Herbert, 10098, © FL& F., 121115 


Coombey, Alfred, 7264, 
Cooper, Fred, 57294, Pte. 
Cooper, Isaac, 96 Pte, 
Cooper, James, 7715, Pte. 
Cooper, John Bostock, 3 
Cooper, Samucl, 41978, Pte. 


, 910 16, 
S28 


Cooper, Walter, 57530, 

Cooper, Walter Bert, 235: 

Cooper, William, 30093, Pte. 

Cope, Harry, 13929, Pte., I 

Cope, Henry, 204103, Pte. F. & Ee 

Cope, Jabez, 11454, Pte. F.& F., “eaji0; 14 
Copplestone BM44, Ech, F.& F., 308,15 
Corbett, James, 15035, 1. , FL & F.. 28° BB. 
Corbett, William, ,FL& F., 7/14. 
Cornish, Thomas, 7086, pie «& F., 214 Olt 


Cornwell, William Bernard, 8923, Cp, 

Cotterill, Hubert, 27685, mes d. of w. ws 

Cotterrell, Oswald Arthur James, 39678, Pte., 
23.10.18, MoM. 


Cottle, John Jack, 37052, Pte., d. of w., F&F. 7118 
Cottrell, Semuel, 16680, Pte. F. & F. 13 717. ; 
Cottrill, George, 20615, Pte., d. of w., Ile 16 


F&F. 

Cottrill, Henry, 14592, Pte : 

Coulson, Edward, 9941, 

Courtnell, Edward Victor 

Cox, Frederick Henry, 24839, 

Cox, Frederick Thomas, 35155, LiCph, 
12/8/17. 


d. of w., F.& F, 
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Cox, John Richard, 8592, Sgt., y., FL & F., 17/12/14. 
Cox, Joseph Henry, 7664, Pte., F.& 28/10/14. 
Crabtree, Ernest, 41981, Pt ‘ & 
Cracknell, James, 23216, i AEE, 
Crane, James Henry, 39801, Pte., d. of w., 
Crick, Walter Ernest Thomas, 207285, Pt 
Cridge, Walter Percy, 235380, Cpl., d. of 
Croft, Frederick, 9158, Sgt., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Cross, Harold Bruce, 41983, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/4/18. 
Cross, Thomas George, 40833, Pte., F. & F., 2/6/17. 
Cruise, William, 27810, Pte., d. of w., F.& See 
Cubberley, Frederick Norton, 62 » L/6/L6. 
Cummings, Frederick, 20434, Pte., 
Curnock, Walter, 35412, L/Cpl., F& 
Curtis, Charles William, 8672, L/Sgt., F. 4 Fr, 12/4/18. 
Curtis, Robert Charles, 9558, Pte., & B., 12/3/15. 
Cutler, Samuel, 10473, Pte., F.& F., 27/11/14. 


4th Battalion. 


9/4/18. 


27/5/18. 
F, 19/4/18. 


Cadby, George Thomas, 46161, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 14/10/18. 


Caddick, Frederick, 263106, Pte., F.& F., 9/10/17. 

Caddick, Leonard, 9834, Ptc., F.& F., 18/10/16. 

Caine, Thomas, 12416, Pte., Gallipoli, 19/6/15. 

Calder, Harry, 12079, Pte., Gallipoli, 19/6/15. 

Cale, Sidney, 2/Lt., d. of w., F. & F., 29/8/17. 

Cambrey, John, 21450, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Came, Harry, 11552, L/Cpl., d. of w Cairo, 27/9/15. 

Careless, William, 16360, L/Cpl, F. » 23/4/17. 

Careless, Harold Sidney, pee 'Pte., -Galtipett, 6/8/15. 

Carlin, James, 5386, Sgt., d., FP. 

Carpenter, Charles, 11488, Pte. 

Carpenter, Ernest, 21602, Pte., ¢ 

Carr, Horace Herbert, 202554, Pte. 

Carr, John, 16376, Pte., Gallipoli, 6; é 

Carr, Joseph, 5589, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Carrott, Bertie Handsley, 2 ML, 1, iCpl., F.& F., 11/4/18. 

Carter, George Percy, 3827, F.& Ee 20; ui Aa. 

Carter, James Robert, 40325, L/ Cpl d. of w. 

Carter, Reuben, 9417, Sgt., d. of w., at sea, waits 

Carter, Walter, 37792, Pte., F. & F., 29/5/17. 

Cartwright, Jesse, 20684, P: . of w., Alexandria, 12/8/15. 

Cashmore, William Ernest, 26346, Cpl., F. & V., 23/4/17. 

Catton, William, 41033, Pte., d & F., 7/8/18. 

Caughtry, Joseph, 13584, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Cetti, George Victor, 235317, Pte., F, & F., 30/11/17. 

Chamberlain, William Henry, 40316, Pte., ‘d. of w., F. & F., 
3/1/17. 

Cae adres 46784, Cpl, d. of w., F. & F., 12/10/17. 

Chard, were 9113, Pte, M.M., d., F. & F., 30/12/17. 

Checketts, Harry, 8821, Sgt. & F., 18/10/16. 

Chedzoy, William James, 38 52, Pte., F.& F., 2/9/18. 

Cheetham, Herbert Augustine, 39661, Pte., F. & F., 26/2/17. 

Childs, Thomas, 19427, Pte., d., Home, 7/1/16. 

Clack, George, 21031, L/Cpl, d. ‘of w., F. & F., 8/7/16. 

Clapham, Charles, 27640, Pte., F. & F., 14/10/18. 

Claridge, John, 25003, L/Cpl., F.& F., 30/11/17. 

Clark, Henry, 203920, Pte., F.& F., 1/6/18. 

Clark, Henry Thomas, 40460, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

12708, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/5/15. 

Set., d. of w., F.& F., 1/1u/18. 

, James Henry, 16391, vee “Gallipoli, 673/15. 

Joseph, # 379, Pte., F. {11/16 

0, L:Cpl., Ge 

41173, L/Cpl., 30/11/17. 

Clements, George Edward, 23041, Set. F.& F., 29/9/18, 

Clifford, Charlie, 8036, Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Clifford, Henry, , L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Clifford, John, 202863, Pte., F.& F., 9/10/17. 

Clifford, Percy Edwin, 14398, Pte., Gallipoli, 29/4/15. 

Clifton, Edward, 10286, L/Cpl., Gallipoh, 27/5/15. 

Cloudsley, George, 30717, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Clowes, George Riley, 40458, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/5/17. 

Clowes, Joseph, &F, 23/10; 

Coates, Joseph, 21313, Pte allipoli, 6/8/15. 

Cockell, Albert Leonard, 36989, Pte., a: of w., Home, 8, 7/17, 

Cocks, Edward James Trist, 2/Lt., 7 5/8/18. 

Coe, Walter, 19851, Sgt., Gallipoli, : 

Coggins, Donald Alfred, 23189, Pte., Gallipoli, 

Coldicott, Albert Austin, 39717, Pte., d. of 
28/10/16. 


, 23/4/17. 


14/10/16. 


Coldicutt, Harold, 13058, Pte., Gallipoli, 2/7/15. 

Cole, Alfred, 20389, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15 

Coles, Charles Albert, 23092, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Collier, Alfred, 22204, Pte., d., Gallipoh, 29/5/16. 

Collier, Frank, 17696, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Collier, George, 23081, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Collins, Alfred, 11611, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/5/15. 

Collins, George Henry, 12125, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Collins, Henry, 21500, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Compton, Frank, 12904, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Connolly, John, 10783, Pte., F. & F., 4/6/16. 

Cook, George, 13028, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Cook, Walter Edward, 8458, Sgt., d., Home, 7/10/15. 

Cook, William, 39731, Pte., F. & F. 

Cooke, John, 15355, Pte., Gallipo! 

Cooke, Sidney, 241535, Pte., & F., 30/11/27. 

Cooke, William, 21787, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Cooling, Albert Edgar, ‘40377, Pte., F. & F., 14/4/17. 

Cooper, Edward, 12837, Sgt., M.M., d. of w., Home, 11/1/18. 

Cooper, John, 20074, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 22/11/16. 

Cooper, Iasiah, 21639, Pte., F.& F., 24/3/18. 

Cooper, Philip Harold, 35980, Pte., d. of w., Home, 23/7/17. 

Cooper, William Rayner, 21714, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Corbett, Arthur Charles, 11787, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/6/15. 

Corby, Matthew Sydney, 30436, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
13/10/17. 

Cordery, George Thomas, 9478, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 
6/11/15. 

Corfield, Ernest, 10295, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Coton, George Francis, 31130, Cpl., F. & F., 24/3/18. 

Cotterell, John, 22374, Pte., F. & F., 1/7/16. 

Cotterill, Thomas, 12516, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 29/4/16. 

Cotton, Thomas, 4956, Sgt., Gallipoli, 15/6/16. 

Cottrell, James, 26202, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/9/16. 

Court, Eric McClintock Wathen, Capt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Court, William Henry, 21673, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 28/11/16, 

Courtney, Leonard, 202102, l., F. & F., 20/10/18. 

Cowherd, John, M.C., 2;/Lt., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Cowles, Jesse, 23063, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Cox, Samuel, 21306, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/16. 

Cox, Edgar, 5813, Sgt., Gallipoli, 3/5/15. 

Cox, Edward Albert, 6450, Sgt., d. of w., Gallipoli, 1/6/15. 

Cox, Edward, 204233, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/8/18. 

Cox, Herbert Henry, 36909, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/8/17. 

Cox, John, 12263, Pte., F.& F., 27/5/16. 

Cox, Joseph, 22417, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/9/16. 

Cowley, George, 39732, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Coy, William John, 46222, Pte., F. & F., 27/4/18. 

Craddock, James, 20990, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/17. 

Craggs, George, 41039, Pte., F. & F., 18/8/17. 

Crampton, Joseph, 34598, Pte., d. of w., Home, 2/6/17. 

Crane, Cecil Harry, 17396, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Crawley, Henry Thomas, 2/Lt., F. & F., 6/5/18. 

Crawley, Thomas Henry Ouseley, Capt., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 

Crecse, Harry, 20741, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 24/8/15. 

Crew, Harry, 14186, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Crisp, Albert, 26908, Cpl., d. of w., Home, 9/10/18. 

Crowson, Joseph, 14395, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/11/15. 

Crowther, Samuel, 22932, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/6/18. 

Crowton, Heber, 21982, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/7/16. 

Crump, John William, 12094, Sgt., M.M, F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Crumpton, Albert, 19374, L/Cpl., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Cullen, Arthur John, 40357, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Cullen, John, 20942, L/Cpl., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Currier, Thomas Frederick, 19753, Pte., F. & F., 27/9/17. 

Cursley, Samuel Henry, 40459, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Cutler, Alfred, 20873, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 24/9/15. 

Cutts, Aaron, 11885, Pte., F.& F., 4/6/16. 


1/7th Battalion. 


Caleott, Richard Frederick, 200630, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Caley, Alfred George, 200558, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 26/8/17. 
Carey, George, 204008, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/9/17. 
Carrington, Wiliam Thomas, 241344, Pte., Italy, 15/6/18. 
Carter, Walter James, 2/Lt., d. of w., Italy, 29/8/18. 
Cartwright, Joseph, 1675, Pte., F. & F., 21/7/16. 
Cater, Freder 13, Cpl., d. of w., F., 12/9/ 
Causier, Leonard Austin, 3959, Pte., fF. & F., 19/7/16. 
Chapman, Alfred, 203787, Pte., F. & F., 22/2/17. 
Chesshire, John, 202071, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 
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Chick, William Charles, 202213, Pte., F. & F., 17/8/17. 

Clark, Joshua, 203748, Pte., F. & F., 11/10/18. 

Clark, Walter Reuben, 34685, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Clarke, Alfred John, 200546, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Clarke, Harry, 3318, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/1/16. 

Clarke, John, 2580, Pte., F. & F., 31/6/15. 

Clarke, Walter, 41455, Pte., Italy, 3/8/18. 

Clay, Arthur, 1696, L/Cpl, F. & F., 19/7/16. 

Coates, Stanley Reginald, 4705, Pte., F. & F., 13/11/16. 

Cole, Hughie, 3420, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/7/15. 

Cole, William Edgar, 4837, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/16. 

Collinge, Raymond Leonard, 200292, Sgt., F. & F., 1/4/17. 

Cook, William Henry Edgar, 65032, Pte., Italy, 30/10/18. 

Cooke, Thomas William, 41299, Pte., F.& F., 16/8/17. 

Cooper, Frederick George, 2663, Pte., F. & F., 19/7/16. 

Cooper, Jesse, 203455, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/3/17. 

Cooper, John, 203672, L/Cpl, F.& F., 25/4/17. 

Cooper, Wallace, 241778, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Corbet, Gerald David, 2314, Pte., F.& F., 19/7/16. 

Coyston, Arthur, 18233, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Crane, Ernest, 2858, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/16. 

Crawford, Fred, 202088, Pte., F. & F., 3/6/17. 

Creswell, Albert Edward, 27774, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
9/10/17. 

Crouch, Herbert Allan, 41552, Pte., Italy, 15/6/18. 

Curry, George, 4803, Pte, F. & F., 17/11/16. 

Cutter, James Simon, 203785, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 


2/Tth Battalion. 


Cadman, James William, 3584, Pte., F. & F., 18/7/16. 
Cadman, Henry, 203481, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/17. 

Cash, William Henry, 203360, L/Cpl., F. & F., 19/8/17. 
Cemm, William, 3652, Pte., F. & F., 2/7/16. 

Chadney, Henry, 1843, Pte., d., Home, 2/4/16. 

Charles, George, 3943, Pte., d.. F. & F., 16/4/16. 

Clarke, Henry, 201857, Pte., M.M., d. of w., F. & F., 24/8/17. 
Cole, John Henry Benjamin, 201982, Pte., F. & F., 29/11/17. 
Coley, John, 3227, Sgt., F. & F., 18/11/16. 

Collett, Albert Henry, 203515, Pte., F.& F., 19/8/17. 
Constantine, Hebden Stringer, 2/Lt., F. & F., 13/5/17. 
Conway, William, 201462, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/17. 

Cook, John Joseph Gravenall, 2820, Pte., d. of w., Home, 


1/8, 16. 
Cook, Cyril Mountfort, Lt., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
27/8/17 


Crick, C. G., 2,Lt., 5 

Crofts, Jesse, 202611, Pte., F.& F., 3/6/17. 

Crosley, William Bertram, 235132, Pte., F.& F., 4/12/17. 

Cullingford, Arthur John, 235232, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
9,9,17. 


1/8th Battalion. 


Candlin, George, 240752, Pte., F.& F., 6/4/17. 
Cardin, Altre! James, 260094, Pte., d. of w., Italy, 15/6/18. 


Carter, Harvey Gerald Carminow, M.C., Capt., F. & F., 8/10/18. 


Chance, Charles, 240340, Pte., F. & F., 22/8/17. 
Chesterton, William, 203822, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Clark, Alfred, 241826, Pte., F. & F., 4/11/18. 
Clark, Joseph, 4932, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 
Clark, William Ellis, 240814, Sgt., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Clarke, Joseph, 2 , Pte., d., Home, 7/6; 
Clarke, Wilham, 241121, Pte, F. & F., 24/4/17. 
Cluticrbuck, Arthur Stanley, 2/Lt., F. & F., 14/7/16. 
Clutterbuck, Norman Eckstein, Lt., F. & F., 24/4/17. 
Cole, Charles, 242600, Pte., F. & F., 5/4/17. 
Cole, Robert James, 66719, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/11/18. 
Coleman, Wilham, 5039, Pte., d. of w. . & F., 2/9/16. 

's, Frederik George, 5559, L/Cpl, d. of w., Home, 13, 12/16. 
Nevi, 19205, Pte., d. of w., F. & F { 
3 Ernest, 240086, Sgt., Fi & 
Colley, George, 240042, Pte., d. of w., sy 
Collins, Arthur Ernest, 241717, LCpl F.& F., 24/4,17 
Cook, John Robert, 20352, Pte., F. : 
Cooksey, William, 241618, 
Cottrill, John, 240540, L/ 
Cottrill, Walter Joseph, 203068 
Court, Alfred, 1293, Pte. d., F. & F., 10/5/15. 
Currant, Ernest, 260151, Pte, F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Curtis, Edwin, 242331, Pte., d. of w., Italy, 18/6/18. 


PB. & F., 17/8/17. 


Pte., d. of w., Home, 20/10/17. 


2/8th Battalion. 


Callow, Arthur, 240419, Cpl., F. & F., 27,8.17 
Carter, John Arthur, 15292, Pte., F. & FE. 12 
Carter, ‘Lhomas, 260330, Pte., x 
Cartwright, Samuel, 201587, Pte. Bes 
Catley, Joseph, 2u3074, Pte., F.& F 
Chambers, William henry, 5671, Pte., 
Chapman, Frederick, 579d0, Pte., d 
Chapman, Hubert raven, 43534, Pte., 
11/4/18. 
Chapman, John, 39848, Pte., F. & ie 5,9/18. 
Cheshire, Percival k:dmund, 242 iL pL. FL& F198 17 
Church, Frank Harrington, 242155, a te, Fo F., 31.3 lo 
Clarke, Victor Frederick, 241532, Sgt., D.C.M., d. of 
F.& F., 18/11/17. 
Cleal, Herbert Hienry, 57868, Pte., d., Home, 1,1, 19. 
Cleaver, Richard Alvert, 4548, P’te., Fo & F., 
Cobley, Sydney John, 241936, Lee, 2 
Coles, George, 200233, Pte., 
Coles, William Henry, v4ziz7, Sst. 
Collett, Frederick, 242131, L/Cpl., 
Colley, George, 4303, d., liome, 
Collins, Albert, 260250, Spt. BL& 
Collins, George, Fte., d., Home, 29/6; 15. 
Connolly, John, 44U92, Pte., F. & F., 19;9/ Ae 
Cook, Elijah, 43258, Pte., d., FL& F., 
Cooke, George Alfred, 4406, Pte., d. of w., 
Cooper, George, 4133, Pte., F. & F., 12 
Coster, Jack, 38421, Pte., “& 
Cottrill, Cecil Frederick, 241539, Sgt., 
: 3 , 57809, Bie: d. ot w. 


K.& F., 31207 
Flea F., 21,8, 18. 


Cross, Frederi “4 6, 18. 
Crump, Harold, 00783. CpL, F.& F., 31,3/18. 
Culverhouse, George, 241429, L/Cpl., F. & F., 31/3,18. 


Cummins, Arthur, 260313, Pte., F.& F., 27,8,17. 


Sth Battalion. 


Cadby, Frederick, 19700, Pte., Gallipoli, 10 8,1] 
Callender, George Wilired, Capt., Mesopotamia, 25 1 17 
Callow, William James, 34270, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14,13 
Calvey, Samuel, 19258, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 14 1015. 
Capes, John James, 16611, Pte., Galhpol, 8 8 15. 
Carman, Arthur, 10144, Pte., Mesopotamua, we 
Carpenter, William, 13800, Sget., Galhpoh, dds. 
Carpenter, William, 15162, Pte., Gallipoh, lu,»> 15. 
Carr, Thomas, 11867, Pte., Gallipoli, 10,8, 15. 
Carter, Samuel, 19590, Pte., Mesopotamia, 204716 
Cashmore, Harold, 14101, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25 1 17 
Chamberlain, Harry, 13903, Pte., d., Alexandna, 13,9 15 
Chance, Walter James, 35736, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14 4 Is 
Charlwood, Francis, A., 30291, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15 12 1b 
Chattin, Henry, 3u886, Pte., Mcsopotanua, 25 1 17. 
Chiswell, Albert, 13¢ Pte., Gallipoli, 10,8,15. 
Chrisman, Arthur, 21829, Pte., Mesopotama, 5 4 15. 
Clarke, John, 14021, Pte., Mesopotamia, 19.4/16 
Clarke, ‘thomas, 22765, Pte., Gallipoli, 9/11; 15. 
Clasper, Edward, 23166, Pte., d.. Mesopotamia, 5,5 
Clews, George Henry, 20751, Pte., Mesvupotamia, 2 
Clift, Ernest, 30190, d., India, 30/7/18. 
Clingan, John Paterson, 13684, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 20°$ 16 
Clinton, Paul, 14202, Pte., Gallipoli, 10,8, 15. 
Cockerton, Robert William Alfred, 1510, Pte., Gall:pol. 
T/U/AG. 
Cole, Henry Charles, 18899, Pte., d., Alexandria, 27/10 15 
Collins, James, 14919, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 12,8 15. 
Collins, Charles, 20506, Pte. d., Mesopotamia, 26,7 16 
Collins, George, 174 sOpetamia 
Collins, Harry, , Gallipoh, 10, 
Collins, John, 20906, Pte., d., Galhpoli, 14, 12/15. 
Collins, Philip Raymond, 30830, Pte., Mesopotamia, 2. ae es 
Compson, Harold. 2, Pte., de, M opotamua, 1s lo lt 
Compton, Neville George, 2/Lt., Mesopotamia, 20 4 16, 
Conytea e, Edward Bruce, Capt., Mesopo.amia, 5 4 16. 
Cook, Frank, 15425, Pte., Gallipel, 5,415. 
Cook, George, 13758, Pte., Galay cli, 10,5, 15. 
Cook, Harold, 31351, Pte., d. ot w., Mesopotamia, 92.17 
Cooley, John, 15176, Cpl., Mesopotamia, ¥ 4 16. 
Cooper, William, 1 6, Pte., Gallipoli, 10,8,15. 
Cornwall, Henry, 1750, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/4,16. 
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Coton, Shirley, 25788, Pte., Mesopotamia, 
Cotton, Benjamin, 15272, Pte., 
Cottrell, Thomas William, 30295, Pte., 
24/6/18. 
Cousins, Frederick, 37996, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Crawley, John, 9104, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 15/12/16. 
Crockett, Arthur, 7426, Ptc., d. uf w., Mesopotamia, 4/2/17. 
Crofton, Charles Woodward, Major, Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Cross, George Henry, 22571, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Crowshaw, William, 21105, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Crowther, Charles, 9806, Pte., d. of w., Malta, 2/2/16. 
Croxon, Charles, 15734, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 17/9/15. 


16/1/17. 


d., Mesopotamia, 


Curley, Ernest Joseph, 14009, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 10/9/15. 


Cusworth, Henry, 9165, Pte., 
Cutler, Thomas, 14110, Pte., d. of w., 


10th Battalion. 


Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Gallipoli, 8/8/15. 


Callear, Richard, 9458, Sgt., } 
Campbell, Alick, 61473, Pte., 
Carroll, Thomas, 19156, Sgt., 
Carter, Alfred, 27961, Pte., M.M 
Carter, Harold Charles, 1870 
Cartwright, Arthur Samuel, 24 
11/10/17. 
Cartwright, Joseph, 19058, Pte., 
Cartwright, Victor, 30976, Pte., 
Casserley, John Herbert, 17946, 
Cassidy, Joseph, 16558, L/Cpl., F.& F 
Channing, Edward John, 40055, Pt 
Chapman, Robert, 51475, Pte., F. & 
Churchill, Charles Arthur, 15770, Pt 
Clare, John Enock, 40088, Pte., F. 
Clark, Walter, 40735, Pte., d. ‘of w 
Clarke, Frank Arthur, 16907, Pte 
Clay, James Arthur, 42245, Pte 
Clements, Andrew James Franc: 
10/4/18. 

Clewer, Charles, 21377, Pte., F.& F., 10/4/18. 
Clewley, James, 8487, Pte., M.M., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Clifton, Charles Richard, 40062, Pte., d., F. & F., 7/10/16. 
Coates, Thomas Sidney, 40096, Pte., d., F. & F., 28/11/16. 
Cogin, Ernest, 8901, Pte., F.& F., 21/9/17. 


M., d. of w., F. & F., 28/3/18. 
& F., 6/5/18. 

F. & F., 7/5/17. 

., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Pte., F.& F., 16/3/16. 

26, Pte., 


F. & F., 3/7/16, 


Pte., F. 


“17/10/17. 
F., 3/7/16. 

F., 22/3/18. 
203276, Sgt., F. & F., 


Coldicott, Herbert Frank, 24660, Pte., F. & F., 11/8/16. 
Coldrick, Thomas, 2/Lt., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Cole, George, 16853, Pte., F. & F., 23/7/16. 

Cole, George Percy, 241372, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/4/18. 
Coleman, Samuel James, 11443, ‘Sat. .& F., 3/7/16. 
Collett, Arthur, gael Pte, FL & F,, 2: 110/16, 

Collins, Henry, , Pte: £. 5 

Collins, James Jo: a 16976, Pte., F. 3/7/16. 
Connelly, William Reginald, 18453, Pte., F. & F., 4/9/16. 


Cook, Frank Scott, 235015, Pte., d., 
Cooper, Arthur Edward, 18687, Pte. 
Cooper, George Ernest, 40185, Pte., 
Cooper, John, 17229, L/Cpl, d. of w., 
Cooper, Joseph, 169: Pte., 
Cooper, William, 12232, Pte., M.M., F. & F., 
Corke, Thomas Albert, 37644, Pte., d. of 
Cornish, Albert Henry, 242152, Pte., F. 
Cox, Edwin Joseph Valentine, 57437, Pte., F.& 


*& F., 8/11/18, 
F.& F,, 3/7/16. 
& F., 2/11/16. 
F. & F., 18/9/16. 


F. & F., 3/7/16. 
10/4/18. 


Cox, George Henry, 203368, Pte., d., F. & F., 14/10/18. 
Cox, Gilbert, 28545, Cpl., F.& F. 2/3/18. 

Cox, John Henry, 39944, Pte 18/11/16. 
Crame, Charles, 40135, Pte., & 10/4/18. 


Crane, Sidney, 200252, Pte, F.& F., 21/3/18. 


1st Battalion. 


Danby, Geoffrey George, 201222, : 
Dangerfield, Alfred, 15824, Pte., M.M 
Dann, Thomas Edward, 30504, Pte., 2 
Damsell, Gilbert Frank, 30552, Pte., M. M.,d. ‘of w., F. eFs 
21/12/17. 

Darby, Arthur, 19618, Pte., 
Darby, Frederick, 2/Lt., 
Darkes, Henry, { 
Darley, Fred, 2 ' 
David, George, 30718, Pte 
Davies, Albert, 8434, Pte., 

Davies, Arthur, 23732, Sgt., 


14) 10/18. 
.& F., 4/3/17. 

F.& F., 3/1/15. 

MM, F. & F., 24/3/18, 


d. ot w., Mesopotamia, 22/4/16, 


d. of w., F.& F,, 
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Crane, Walter, 19891, Pte., 
Cridland, Lorenzo, 15571, L/Cpl., 
Cupper, Thomas Edward, z01 
Cutler, Jesse Eric, 15974, L/Cpl, 
Cuzick, Allert Edward, 26919, Cpl, F. 


d. of w., F. & F., 2/7/16. 
d. of w., F.& F., 8/7/16. 
, Pte. F.& F., 21/3/18. 
FL& F., 25/10/16. 
& F., 29/7/17. 


NX 


11th Battalion. 


Cambray, F corge, 27780, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 3/12/17 
Carey, ‘Thor ZY, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 6/9/16. 
Chatham, Noah, 2, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 


Chown, Henry Courtney, 348: 
Clarke, Albert, 15372, Pte., jonica, 25/4/17, 

Clarke, Thoma 5, Pte., Salonica, 19/1/17. 

Cliff, Charles Frederick, 16049, Pte., d., Salonica, 15/10/18. 
Cockbill, Thomas John, 16039, Pte., Salonica, 21/8/16. 

Cole, Sidne rnest, 30219, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 

Colley, James, 12323, L/Cpl., Salonica, 24/4/17. 

Collier, Allert Ernest, 16095, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 8/9/16 
Collins, John William, 30814, Pte., Salunica, 22/4/17. 
Cook, George, 18320, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 

Cooper, Joseph Henry, 48157, Pte., d., Salonica, 13/10/18 
Corbin, Charles Robert Peel, Lt., d. of w., Saluni-a, 21/10/16. 
Cuff, William, 24899, Pte., Sulonica, 24/4/17. 


14th Battalion. 


Caldicott, Bernard George, 235328, Pte 
Cartwright, Arthur, £5969, Pte., d. of 
Castle, Frank, 25452, Pte., d. of w 
Chalmers, Alfred, 42166, Pte., 
Chatfield, Bert Francis, 41715, * of w. es & F., 19/0/18 
Chattin, John, 46221, Pte, F.& F., 27/7/17. 

Coleman, William Samucl, £03156,I'te., d.otw., F, & F. 22/3/18 
Collins, Bertie, 42104, Ete, F.& F., 9/5/18. 

Corbett, Harry, 30774, Pte., F.& F., 13/11/16. 


Pte., Salomica, 24/4/17. 


F, & F., 25/3/18. 


Cornock, John, 25822, Pte., 13/11/16, 
Coster, Ernest, 43789, Pte., F. & F., 28/9/18. 
Coton, William Alfred, 40948, Pte., F. & F., 12/11/17. 


G/LL/LT. 


Courtenay, Irederick John, 40876, Pte., F. & F. 
¥., 3/6/17. 


Cramp, Walter Ernest, 25895, L/Syt., d. of w., F. 
Crane, Lucius Francis, 2/Lt., F.& F., 8/10/18. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Home). 


Caddick, Henry John, 39059, Pte., 7/10/18 (15th Bn.). 

Caddick, Thomas, 21647, Pte., 31/8/16 (Jeepot). 

Carter, William, 43701, Pte., 4/11/18 (Depot). 

Chew, Jarvis, 44939, Pte., 29/7/18 (16th bn.). 

Chick, Leopold kdwin, 67763, Pte., 18 (Ist Gn, Bn.). 

Clarke, Joha Percy Dalzell, , 21, 2, 15. 

CockLili, William, 20u%8, rE [4/15 (oth Bn.). 

Collins, Harry, 23472, Pte., 7/4/16 (6th Bn.). 

Colwill, William henry kichara, 07034, d. at sa, 10/10/18 (Ist 
Gn. Bn.). 

Cooper, Joseph, 14680, Pte., 15/8/16 (6th Bn.). 

Cowley, Ernest, 64691, Pte., 6/12/18 (17th Bn.). 

Cox, John George, 34461, Pte., 27/10/18 (Ist Gn. Bn.). 


Other Units. 


Carpenter, Emest, Ca; t., 30,1018. 

Charles, Leshe Stafford, Capt., att. R.F.C., d., 30/7/16, 
Clarke, Francis Charles I:rlin, Lt., att. R-F.C., dct w., 11/10/17. 
Clee, Thomas Howard, 2'Lt., att. 23rd Lance, T/T /1B. 
Coiledge, Arihur Vincent, Lt., att. R. Fus., 10/8 19. 


Cotgrave, Christopher Russell Farmar, Capt., att. 100th 
T.M.B., d., 29/12/17. 
Davies, John Hugh, 9 Pte., d., Home, 22/12/14. 
Davis, Herbert Thomas, 33218, Pte., F. & F., 26/12/17, 
Davis, Tomas Frederick, 51226, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
Davis, Victor, 18618, Pte., & F., 13/1/15. 
» F& F., 15/11/14. 
3, Set., F.& F., 10/7/16. 
. Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 
tward, fe0eb: Pte., F. & F., 22/10 16. 
6), ij 
Wilham Thomas, 15, 
Deakin, Albert Ernest, 21 : 10/16, 
Deakin, Victor Edward, 31204, Pte., d. 14/4/17 
Deakin, William Ewart, 2,Lt., F. & 2 
Deakins, Albert William, 178 3, Pte., F.& F., 4/3/17 
Dean, Arthur, 24818, Pte., d. of w. /F, & F., 31/10/17 


ROLL 


Dean, Edgar Fred, 30600, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/8/16. 

Denham, Francis Bardon, Lt., F. & F., 7/7/16. 

Denning, Victor, 12810, Pte., M.M., F. & F., 31/7/17. 

Denslow, Arthur Ernest, 36415, Pte., F. & F., 10/3/17. 

De Vere, Frank Ernest, 37072, Pte., F. & F., 5/7/17. 

Dickson, Robert Penman, 43546, Pte., F. & F., 14/10/18. 

Dix, Bertie, 30742, Pte., F. & F., 15/8/17. 

Dix, Hubert Robert James, 43211, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. 
12/9/18. 

Dixon, Harold Augustus, 242400, Pte., F. & F., 2/9/17. 

Dobbs, William Edward, 24526, Pte., F. & F., 17/8/17. 

Dodd, William, 10800, L/Cpl., d., F. & F., 5/2/16. 

Dove, Maurice Scott, 42312, Pte., F. & F? 25/3/18. 

- Dowell, William, 35864, Pte., F. & F., 22/11] 17. 

Down, Alexander Frazer, 235268, Pte., F.& F., 28/12/17. 

Downes, George, 9804, L/Sgt., F. & F., 10/5/15. 

Downes, Idris Llewellyn, 20997, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/7/15. 

Drew, Harold, 40674, Pte., F. & F., 1/4/18. 

Driver, Charles William, 9541, Pte., F. & F., 

Duckers, John, 55171, Pte., F.& F., 6/6/18. 

Duckett, Ernest George, 10793, L/Cpl., F. & F., 

Duddy, Edward, 7418, Pte., F. & F., 5/2/15. 

Duggins, John, 18215, Pte., F.& F., 19/11/15. 

Durham, Alfred, 24235, Cpl., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Dutton, George Bernard Newman, 51713, Pte., 
6/6/18. 

Dutton, Stanley Vincent, 53067, Pte., 


10/3/15. 
13/3/15. 


F. & F,, 
F, & F., 29/9/18. 


Dwyer, William, 12240, Pte., F. & F., 16/1/14. 
Dyas, Meshach, 15407, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 9/5/15. 
Dyer, John, 9043, Pte., F. & F., 16/11/14. 
Dyment, Will Harold, 202164, L/Cpl., F. & F., 22/11/17. 
Dyson, Fred, 19986, Pte., F.& F., 28/10/16. 

2nd Battalion. ? 
Dabbs, Edward Henry, 13615, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15. 
Dale, David, 8688, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1 14, 
Dalton, Robert, 24651, Pte., F.& F., 28/1 


Danby, George Henry, 18100, Pte., F. & F., 2 15. 

Dance, Arthur Edward Francis, 8864, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/14. 
Dangerfield, Thomas James, 204077, Pte., F., 26/9/17. 
Daniel, Edwin Charles, 42565, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 


Daniels, Albert, 20614, Cpl., F. & F., 16/ 
Danks, Thomas, 40753, Vte., F. & F., 21/5/ 17. 


Darby, Isaac, 8403, Sgt., F. & F. , 6/11/16. 
Darby, John, 36 Pte., Fi & K, uy 
Darlow, George, 88, Pte., d. of w. 22/8/16 


Daubeney, Geo Henry James, 1 ; 
Davies, Frederick Rise, 8911, L/Cpl, ‘a 
Davies, John, aren Cpl, d. of w.,, F 

Davies, Joseph, 8296, Pte., F. & 
Davies, Joseph, 13498, Pte., 4 
Davies, Joseph, 2881, Pte. 
Davies, Noah, 27731, Pte., 4/12/17. 

Daties, Olmins William, 2042 zi, ce B&F. 
Davies, William }.dward, 23942, Pte., d. of w., 
5/11/16. 

Davies, William Frederick, 5981, Sg 
‘rank, 12018, Pte. 
Horace Arthur, 886 i 
Davis, Percy, 19000, Pte., d. of W w. 
Davis, Walter Howard, 2 if 
Davis, William Henry, BA 
Dawes, Frank, 9137, Cp 
Day, Alfred, 7631, Pte., d. of w. 
Day, Alfred Har 296, Pte. 
Day, William George, 11732, 
Daynes, Frederick Henry, 2. 
Deacon, Henry David, 5 


26/9/16. 


, W/A/18. 
F.& F., 


1M. FP. 


Dean, Bert, 35008, L/Cpl., R 

Dearne, Harry, 11750, L/Cpl., d. of Ww. 16/5/15. 
Dee, Fred, 40230, Pte., d. of w., I. & in, 
Demmery, Edward Ralph, 52289, Pte. , 17/4/18. 
Devey, George Samuel, 12272, Pte., F. & 2/10; 14. 
Dickenson, Stanlvy John, 11724, Pte., d. ot w., F.& F., 


6/3/15. 


Dillon, John, 6515, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/1/15. 
Dillworth, George Alfred, ° F. m7 f , 21/10/14. 
Dixon, Jack, 6843, L/Cpl, | 

Dodd, Archie, 10087, Pte., 

Dodd, Herbert William, 6! +, 20/9/14 


17/11/16. 


& F,, 2/12/17, 


OF HONOUR. 
Dodds, Alfred, 17248, Pte., F.& F., 26/915. 
Dolphin, Alfred Leonard, 17266, Pte., F.a& F., 51115 
Dolphin, Colin, 50575, Pte., F.& F-. 9 Ib. 
Doody, Charles, 35294, Pte., d. of w., F.& F731 
Dorrell, ‘thomas Frederick, 2U37z20, Pte., d. ot 
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30/9/18. 
Dove-Lixon, Stanley Allan, 34834, L. Crh, F.a F,2)ii7 
Down, Horace Walter, 52302, Pte., & FL 15 4 te. 
Downs, Joseph George, 14921, L/Cpl, F.& F., 21 
Drakeford, Francis Norton, 14433, Pte., d. of wb 

29/9/15. 

Dudley, Joseph Cook, 36268, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Duffy, Robert John, 10749, Pte., ‘dot w., F 
Dugard, Samuel George, 50777, Pte., 
Duggins, Frank Howard, 19845, Pte., 
Dumbleton, Thomas Alired, 1046: 
Dunn, Wilfred, 17274, Pte., F.& F. 
Dunn, William, 12832, Sgt., M.M 
Durlacher, Eric Alexander Ogilvi 
Durling, Henry George, 9363, Pte., 
Dutfield, Wilham George, 45103, Pte., 
24/9/18. 
Dutton, William Partridge, 31445, Pte., d.. F. & F., 294.07 
Dyas, Stanley, 46540, Pte., Fo & F. 
Dyer, George, 13373, Pte., F.& F. 
Dyke, Albert, 9309, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Dyke, Heury, 8661, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/14. 


a Fol 


F.& F, 31 lai 
BILL. 


5 
Fai 


Lot Ww, 


3rd Battalion. 


Dainton, Thomas Alfred, 9398, Pte., F.& Lb. 1 
Dale, Harold St. George, 51487, Pte., F. & FE. Is. 
Dale, Herbert, 43177, Pte., * , 
Dale, Joseph, 41988, Pte., d. of w., F.& F 
Dancer, Edwin, 23477, Pte., 
Dancocks, William, 4304, Yad. 
Darwood, Thomas, 53059, Pte., F.& F, ere 
Davenport, Jephthah, 27433, Pte., F.& F., 11,7 It 
Davies, Arthur Henry, 42874, L/Cpl., d. ot w B&F 
27/5/18. 
Davies, Edward, 9742, Pte., F.& F., 12:3 15. 
Davies, Herbert, 6897, Pte., F. & F., 10/7, 10. 
Davies, Josey Hei t, 18209, L/Cpl., F « 1} 
Davies, Wilham, 212:5, Pte., F.& F., 166 15. 
Davis, Alfred, 26978, Pte., F.& F., 5/7/16 
Davis, Alfred, 53062, Pte., d. of w., "Flak, 61s 
Davis Christopher Henry, 9731, Cpl, F.a F. 22ta is 
d , Pte., F.& F., 8/4/15. 


Bud Is 


piEsHs: 


PAP ds 


lates: 27697, 


Davis, 
Davison, Herbert F. 


10961, Pte., 
12497, Sgt., 
15130, Pte. 


Dawes, Richard, 

Dawkins, Alfred, 
Day, Arthur Jonr 
Deakin, Samucl, $209, Pte., c 
Dean, Stuart Edward, 12082, Cpl., 
Deaner, Frederick James, 27441, Bie 

Deeley, George, 1638, Pte., d., Fr Si 
Deeley, Stanley HuLut, 57334, Pic, kL 
Deeming, Per 41992, Pte., F.& 
Dench, Jack, 11170, Sat., 
Denley Charley, 15347, 


Dixon, Fi redcrick, 
Docker, George, 12164, Pte. 
Doherty, Joseph Patrick, 


Pies 
21349, Pte., 
s , James, 9248, Pte., 

Dowse, William Henry, 8247, Drmr., 
Drayier, Albert Victor, 38242, Pte., d. of w., F ‘xl 
Drinkall, KoLert, 9884, Sgt., F.& ¥ 


Dudley, Charles, 15085, Pte., F.& F., 16,615 
Dudley, William, 21643, Pte., F.& F., 28: 4. Io 


Duffield, George Fill 
Dunford, John Rich 
Dunn, Wilfred, 
Dyer, Albert, 21950, Pte., 
Dyer, William James, 15963, Pte., a of w. 
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4th Battalion. 


Dainty, Harry, 17803, Pte., d. at sea, 5/12/15. 
Dalton, Matthew, 41040, Pte., 
Dancox, Frederick George, 21654, Pt 
Davies, John, 216 Pte., d., Gallipoli, 
Davies, Samuel, 27176, Pte., F.& F, 16/6/18. 
Davies, Sidney Herbert, 41174, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Davies, Willie Samuel, 52944, Pte., F. & F., 14/10/18. 
Davis, Alfred 345, Pte. Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Davis, Charles, 21934, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Davis, Daniel, 2: 2, Pte., Gallipoli, 16/10/15. 
Davis, Frank, 23 Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Davis, Frederick, 21499, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Davis, Henry, 17278, Pte., F. & F., 19/8/17. 
Davis, James, 8025, Pte., F. & F. 15/6/18. 
Daw, Frederick Pole, Capt., F. & F., 18/10/16. 
Tdawson, William, 10494, Pte., Calipols, Hee 
Day, George, 26226, Pte, F.& F. 
Dayman, William, 26173, Pie, 2 
Dayns, Frederick John, 21901, Pre, 
Deakin, William Henry, 22462, Pte.. Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Deane, Ernest, 42594, Pre., d. of w., FL & 31/10/16. 
Deans, Geoffrey Chase, Capt., Gallipoli 5. 
Deeley, Albert, 201435, Pte., D.C.M., d. of w., 
23/12/17. 
Dench, James Alfred Richard, 40358, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Denyer, William, 13168, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Dickins, Arthur George, 200317, Pte., F. & F., 30/11/17. 
Dighton, Kichard Hewitt, 39662, Pte., F.& F., 18/10/16. 
Dillon, Frederick George, 11821, Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Dimmock, Henry, i . F.& F., 20/11/16. 
Disney, Arthur, 25362, bee d. of w . & F., 6/7/16. 
Dixey, Willian Henry, 50778, Pte., F. & F., 22/8/18. 
Dixon, David, 18853, Pte.. d. of w., Gallipoli, 12/5/15. 
Dixon, Sidney T. s, Lt. d.of w., F. & F., 20/11/17. 
Dobbins, John, d. of w., Gallipoli, 5/6/15. 


’ ial 4/17. 
Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


F.& F,, 


Dobbs, Henry’ Charles » Gallipoli, 16/12/16. 
Dobson, Walter Alfred, 25! 1, F.& F., 14/10/18. 
Dockerty, Joseph, 20081, I'te., F. & F., 7/7/16. 
Dodd, Frederick, 5, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Dodson, Brooke, 23061, Pte.. Gallipcl:, 6/8/16. 


Ralph Henry, 1 e854. 
William, 37917, L/Cpl. 
Downes, Donald Litt, 2,1t., d. of w., 


“CyL, Fl & F., 17/4/18. 
F.& F., 24/5/17. 
F.& F., 5/10/18. 


Dudley, Ernest, 16485, Pte., F.& F., 30/11/17. 

Duffin, Harry, 12426, Pio, d. of w lipoli, 1/6/15. 
Dufty, Herbert Henry Pte, Fo & F., 26/11/16. 
Duggan, Arthur, 10; Gallipoli, 4/6/16. 
Duggan, William Hadley, 22239, Pte., FL & F., 16/10/16. 
Duggins, Norman, 17837, Pte., d. of w. . Gallipoli, 7/8/15. 
Dukes, Wilfred, 16385 2 Gallipoli, (15. 


Dunn, Arthur Rubert, 

Durant, Christopher Gilbert, 
Dutton, William, 51705. Sgt., 
Dyer, Robert Charles, 18478, Pte.. 
Dyer, Samuel, 19477, C.5.M., MM... 


17th Battalion. 


Dainty, Charles, 
Dale, Erne 
Daley, Jos 
Darch, 
Da 


ph, 
Herbert Leo: 


“, 9/5/15. 


2 & E., 9/10/17, 
Davies “William Alfred, 201 6, Pte., dof w., F. & F., 17/8/17. 
Davi “Bertram George, . Home, 10/8/16, 
Davis, Edgar, 41310, are r 5/18. 
Davis, George, 36544, Pt , 16/6/17. 
Davis, William 240422, 1. ; S/10/7. 

William Ernest, 203752, .ofw., F. & F., 5/5/17. 
Dean, Thomas, 41446, Pte., F. & F., Bnet 
Dearn, Samuel, 1934, Pte., F. & F., 1 . 
Debney, William, 4171, Pte., d. of , 6/9/16, 
Dingsdale, Milf d, 41433, Pte., F. & F : 
Dockerill, Chevles, 2550, 1 Cph, d. of wi, Fo & 9 
Donohue, Stee 41481, Pte., d. of w., F.& F, 9) 10: 


Dovey, Arthur Napier, 202867, Pte., F.& F., 25/4/17. 


«, 80/11/17. 
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Dowler, John, 203586, Pte., 
Doyle, Michael, 41432, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Dudley, Welter Joel, 1666, Pte., d., Home, 30/3/15. 
Dunn, Andrew, 2004, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 28/12/16. 
Dunn, Ernest, 2223, Pte., F. & F., 20/11/16. 

Dyer, Richard Henry, 5108, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 18/11/16. 


F.& F., 7/3/17. 


2/7th Battalion. 


Darby, Harold Henry, 3360, L_ 
Davis, Frank, 202107, Pte., 

Davis, John, 201529, Pte. d. of w. 
Dickens, Hugh Cyril, 3791, Pte., 


'Cfl., d. of w., F. & F., 21/6/16. 
.& F., 24/10/17. 

/& F., 9/11/17, 

F. & F., 24/7/16. 


1/8th Battalion. 


Danks, Alfred, 2179, Pte., F.& F., 2/5/16. 

Danks, James, 9476, Cpl., F. & | 

Darke, Leonard Thomas, 241265, L/Sgt., F.& F., 5/10/18. 

Davies, Christopher William, 241585, L/C}1., F. &F. , 5/4/17. 

Davis, Francis Edward, 260187, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 18/8/17. 

Deakin, Albert, 240863, Pte., F. & Be; 27/8/17. 

Donovan, Edward, 240714 L/Cpl., D.C.M. , Italy, d. of w., 
18/6/18. 

Downes, John, 4729, Pte., d. of w., Home, 21/11/16. 

Downing, Thomas, 263018, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/10/18, 

Dudley, Albert Henry, 242333, Pte., d., F. & F., 12/5/17. 

Dutfield, John Henry, 3221, Pte., F.& F., 14/12/16. 


2/8th Battalion. 


Daniels, Francis James Reginald, 241926, L/Cpl.,d., F. & F., 
10/6/18. . 
Darke Altre Joseph, 241491, Cpl., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Davies, Thomas Redvers, 44100, Pte., F. & F., 7/5/18. 
Davis, Albert, 241111, L/Cpl, F. & F., 28/5/18. 
Davis, Wilfred Laight, 242158, Pte., F. & F., 24/3/18. 
Davis, William, 260267, Pte., F.& F., 21/8/17. 
Dearlove, Joseph Walter, 43713, Pte., F.& F., 13/4/18. 
Deeming, Frederick, 263154, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/17. 
Dennis, George, 242021, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Dicks, Francis James Neville, 2/Lt., F. & F., 27/5/18. 
Dorrington, Wilfred Charles, 260232, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Dudley, Arthur Walter, 2/Lt., F. & F., 30/3/18. 
Dyer, Richard Francis, 46299, Pte., F.& F., 31/3/18. 


Sth Battalion. 


Dallaway, Thomas Charles, 20494, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17, 

Danby, Frank, 40-464, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 24/10/18. 

Daniels, Frank, 15212, Ptc., d. of w., Alexandria, 10/9/15. 

Danks, Edgar, 14746, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Davies George, 20792, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 10/10/15. 

George, 202833, L.Cpl., Mesupotamia, 14/9/18. 

Alexander, 13990, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

23619, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15/12/16. 

. Joseph, 305 367, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Davis, Wilham, 27463, Pte., Mesoy otamia, 15/12/16. 

Dean, William 20536, LiCpl., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Denniss, William Sinclair, 13754, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 
21/8/15. 

Derrington, William George, 13932, Pte., 

DeSaulles, Reginald Frank, 2 

Dixon, William, 27089, 1./Cpl., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17, 

Dobson, Harold Pierc ‘apt., Mesopotamia, 6/4/16. 

Dolphin, Bernard Charles, 30535, Pte., d., India, 10/10/17. 

Doughty, Thomas, 84, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Dowdeswell, Harv 27199, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Downey, John, 24194, Pte., Meso ana, 15/12/16. 

Dray, Alfred, 14829, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15/12/16. 

Drewett, William George, 18812, Pte., d. of w., Alexandiia, 
10/8/15. 

Drinkwater, 
9/4/16. 

Drury, David, 13875, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 9/8/15. 


Sallipoli, 12/8/15. 
Pte., Mesopotamia, 25, 1/17, 


Albert Edward, 17747, Pte., Mesopotamia, 


Duckett, Ernest Arthur, 19657, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Duggins, Harry, 13829, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15, 
Dunkley, Alexander, 2/Lt., Mesopotamia, 9/4/16. 


Dunn, Horace, 13893, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 5/4/16. 


ROLL 
10th Battalion. 


Dance, Alfred James, 242399, Pte, d. of w., F. & F., 31/3/18. 
Dance, Cnarles, 203476, Pte., a 20 917. 
Dane, Wiltred Spencer, 2/Lt. 3 & F., 18; 11/16, 
Davies, George, Y733, (Pte., K& Bae 19) 1/18, 


& F., 6/11/16. 
31/5! 


« Sests. 
F,, 31/10/16. 
Daybank, George, 30703, Pte., 18. 
Dean, Samuel David, 5001 
Dean, William James, 42587 
Debnam, Alfred Leslie, 2 
Derry, George William, 
Dingley, Harry, 40125, 
Dipple, Alfred, 20. 
Dix, Milson, 2 
Dixon, Samuel, 184 fi Z 
Dixon, William, 14222, Pte., F. & 
Dodd, John Arthur, 201962, Pte., F. 
Downing, John William, 201429, He 
Drake, Gerald Edward, 2,Lt., d. of w. 
Draper, Irank, Mg ad of w., 
Drew, Albert Jamies, 52304, Pte., d. i 
Drew, Thomas, 17459, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/ 16, 
Dryden, Alexander Rae ‘Arthur, 16967, ‘Licpl., F.& F, 


(3/18. 
Bae 
, 18/ ey 


Dunbav: ‘and, Cecil, 24000, Sgt., 
Dunn, George Frederick, 19% 
Dunn, Llewellyn, 18510, Pte 
Dunn, Thomas, 205 
Dunshee, Harry, 19242, _ 
Dunwell, Edgar, 42247, Pte., F. & 13/18, 

Dwyer, Charles Henry, Capt., F. & 18/11/16. 

Dyer, William Edward, 36724, L;Cpl., d. of w., F.& F., 


30/5/18. 
11th Battalion. 


Darlow, William, 37965, Pte., d., Salonica, 3/10/18. 
Davies, Daniel, 181 L-Cpl, d. of w., Salonica, 20/8/16. 
Deeming, Herbert Alfred, 14138, Set. tlonica, 22/4/17. 
Dolphin, Albert, 13393, Sgt., d., Salonica, 29/10/18. 


F.& F, 
3, L Cy 
d. of w. 


3/7/16. 

F,, 5, 716, 
7/16. 

16. 


1st Battalion. 


Eaton, William, 123 
Eden, William Harry, 
Eden, William Reginald rent 923% 
18,3, 15. 

Fdgson, John Thomas, 42637, Pte., F 
Edwards, Edwin Charles, 42658, Pte., 
Edwards, Harry, 4725 M. .M 
Edwards, Ralph, 11830, L Cpl. 
wards, Richard Altred, 34! 
wards, William, 10339, L, 
dwards, William, 2278], Pte., 
‘ock, John, 40708, Pte., d. of w 
iott, Frederick, 16568, Pt 
Ilis, Richard, 43024, Pte 
as, Thomas Joseph, 124 
son, Howard, 24058, Pte., 
merson, Jasper, 18973, Pte., F. & I 
Joseph Richard, 9014, Pte. 
s, Archibald, 29897, Cpl, 
Arthur, 29588, Pte.. F 
Christopher, 2, Pte., 
s, Harry, 42: 
ans, Harry Allen, 11693 
ans, John, 10457, Pte., F. 
ason, William Edmund, 241227, 
erall, Joseph Charles, 12004, Pt 

eri, John, 36404, Pte, F.& F., 4,3/17. 


13,3, 15. 
y, T16. 
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Me F., 28/3/18. 


5 14 10/18. 


2nd_ Battalion. 


Faston, Charles Edward, 8665, Pte., F. & F., 
Lastwood, Richard, 42039, Pte., d. of w., F. & F 


OF HONOUR. 


Dovey, Arthur Allen, 27193, Pte., Salonica, 12/10/16 
Dowdeswell, Thomas, 9367, Sgt., Salonica, 25,4)17. 
Dwyer, Charles, 12887, Sgt., Salonica, 7/1/17. 


14th =~ Battalion. 


Dalton, Matthew Thomas, 
Davies, John, 10936, Cpl 


5952, Pte., F.& F., 4/2/17. 
AR a 
7230, Pt LBL& F, 31/10, 18. 
James Ralph, 43795, yee are F., 309/13, 
Davis, Arthur John, 28274, Pte., F.« F 9,10 17. 
Depper, Walter, 29609, Set., d. F 
Diment, Arthur Philip, 57178, Pte., 
Donnelly, Frank, 42977, Pte., d. olF w 
Donoghue, James, 35192, Pte. 
Dovey, Alfred John, 27859, Licpl, HB. 
Duftin, Reginald Ernest, 35900, Pte., d. of w. ‘EF. & F., 112,17, 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at He: 


Dale, John William, 66490, Pte., 1/11/18 (5th Bn} 

Davies, Alfred George, 241165, Sgt., 12,8/18 (162nd T.F. 
Depot). 

Davies, Edward Thomas, 50265, Pte., 17/8;18 (15th Ba) 

Davis, George, 6394, Pte. 11/18 (Depots. 

Deeley, Harry, 7873, Pte., 20/11/15 (5th Bn.) 

Dickens, Sydney, 30364, Pte., 9'10;17 (Depot). 5 

Dixon, William Alfred, 33851, Pte., 16:11/16 (Ist Ga. Ba). 

Dixon, William James, 8355, Pte., 21,12/15 (Depot). 

Dodd, Arthur Foster, 14228, Pte., 25,10°14 (Sth Bn.). 

Dolan, Stephen, 38727, Pte., 203/18 (15th Bn.), 

Dowse, Albert, 10642, Pte., 1111/18 (Depot). 

Dudley, Felix, 23580, Pte 7,918 (5th Bn.). 

Dyson, Frederick William, 62785, L/Cpl., 21, 10/18 (16th Br.) 


Other Units. 


Day, Gerald Harlow, 2/Lt., att. 7th R. Berks., 244/17. 

Denley, Herbert Owen, 2/1 , att. Camel Corps, 308-18. 

Dickson, George Arthur ilton, M.V.O., Major, att. 
Labour Corps, died, 16 2,18. 

Dingley, Norman Oliver, Lt., att. 93rd Co., M.G.C., d.of w., 
5/5/17. 

Dunnett, Raymond Frederick, M.C., Lt., att. R-F.C., 17,111. 


Eavis, Hubert Harry, 52309, Pte., F.& F., 154,18. 
Eden, William Charles, 45392, Pte., d., F. & F., 1t/9,18. 
Edgar, Adam, 12250, Cpl., F. & F., 19/0, 15. 

Edmonds, Harry, 203167, Pte., F.& F., 16/4/18. 
Edwards, Albert, 5302, C.O.M F.& F. lo ey 4. 
Edwards, Frederick, 10448, Pt 
Edwards, Luther, 242560, Pte., 
Edwards, Walter, 7692, Pte., d. of w., F.& 
Elmes, William, 314 S : F 20,8 16. 

Elmy, Charles John, 4271 Fi& ‘15, 4:18. 
Elston, Henry Charles, 11344, peek 31 1014, 
Emms, Charles, 27940, L ad. of w., FL & F., 20,6,17. 
Endersby, Albert, Pte. CF. 206 18, 

Evans, Albert, 15764, Pte., d. of w., Home, 2 10,18. 
Evans, Charles, 10305, Pte., F.& F., 210,14. 

Evans, Frederick, 8573, L;Cpl., F.& F., 24 10 14. 
Evans, George Lewis, 9197, Pte., F.& F., 5 11 16. 
Evans, John, 6584, Cpl., d. of w., Home, 17,115. 
Evans, John, 9321, Pte., F.& 
Evans, John, 9556, Pte., F.& F., 
Evans, John, 12309, Pte., d. Fi& 
Evans, Joseph, 19764, Pte., F 
Evans, Leonard, 9615, L'Cpl., d. oF 
Evans, William John, 203196, Pte., F. 
Eyles, Harold Morley, Capt., F. & F., 


3rd Battalion. 


Eames, Arthur, 39809, Pte., d. of w., Home, 14/8, 17. 

Easterbrook, Frederick John, 39900, Pte., d. of w., F. & F, 
6/8/17. 

raion, Frank Thomas, 41857, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 

Eden, George, 8026, L)Cpl., F. & F., 21/9 14. 

Edward, Harold John, 41996, Pte., F&F. 9 4,18, 

Edwards, Arthur, 7026, Cpl., F.& F., 24/8/18. 

Edwards, Edward, 15584, Pte., Fi& KF, 7,6, 17, 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


idwards, Ernest Augustus George, 57341, Pte, F.& F., 
27/5; 18. i 

‘dwards, George, 20011, Pte., FL & F., 25/5/16. 

-dwards, Harry, 6965, L/Cpl., d. of w., Htome, 10,1115. 

-dwards, Robert Wilham, 43068, Pte., Fo & I, 15/18. 

-dwards, William, 24054, I'te., Flo& F., 9 10/16. 

-Sgleton, Alvert, diome, 17,3,15. 


» d. of w., 
-luer, Charles C 1, bL& I 
‘hott, Hugh Russell, Capt. 
lleman, Charles, 26, Cpl 
-Hiott, Frederick Guy, Lt., F. & I 
lis, Albert I:dward, 9513, Pte., d. of w. 
ston, Charlie Fernes, 41402, Pte. 
mms, William Jo ph, 27695 
-asor, Albert, 8565, Pte., d. of w. 
-theridge, Frank, 3756], Pte., x 
.vans, Arthur, 8354, ride 
cvans, James, 00, Pte, 


8/1/18. 


97/1 
2/a/17. 


“vans, Thomas, i Bee 7& 

-vans, “Thomas George Frederick, Poi& F, 
9/10/16. 

-vans, Walter, 9743, Pte., F 

-verton, Ernest, 7548, Pte 

wins, Percy, 34690, Pte., FL & ‘ 

xell, William, 235382, Cpl., M.M., 10/4,18 


4th Battalion. 


23/4/17. 
i3 3/18. 
ullipoli, S 8715. 

& 3 


.ades, Bertram, 36547, Pte., F.& F. 
iles, Roland, 38, Pte, Fo& FB, 
arp, Harry Ebenezer, 547 Lisgt., 

aster, Frederick, 41144, Pte., d. of w 
aston, Ernest William, 39683, Pte., c 
d., Malta, 25; 


O18. 
18, 10,16, 


aston, Samuel, 23685, Pte., 
castwood, Frank, 12570, Pte., Gallipo! 4/15. 
‘aton, Arthur James Winfield, 41044, P: dof w. Fi& bh, 
27/1/18. 

‘dge, Arthur, 10695, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 15. 
‘dgecox, Ernest Edwin, 24102, LjCpl., F. & F., 14/4/17. 
‘dgerton, William, 203449, Pte., F.& V [9 18. 
tdkins, Charlie, 16501, L/Cpl, MM., E » 13/3/18. 
‘dmonds, George, 48053, Pte., F.& I 
‘dwards, Edward, 2.Lt., F.& F., 305,17. 
cdwards, Eli, 1245 ‘cpl, Gallipoli, 5 
dwards, Henry, 41045, Pte., F.& F., 2¢ 
dwards, James, 12893, Pte. 

Pte., Gallipoli, 6 

89, Pte., F.& F., 18/10/16. 

3893, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/12/17. 

dwards, William, 20507, Pte., Gallipoli, 14/10/15. 


Icocks, John, 8682, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

y, James Henry, 9905, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
3012, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
"Cpl, Gallipoli, 10/5/15. 


tee John, 21 
mabey. Ernest, 
John, 19755, Pte., 
nEWIStIe John Maurice Binley, 

s, Albert Edward, 10912, Pv . 
Arthur James S 
John Henry, 


Gallipoli, 6 
Pte., Gallipoli, 


6/8/15. 
Gallipoli, 6/819. 


14501, 


Capt., d., Egypt, 2/12/18. 
Mean ‘oli, 4.6.15, 
18, 10/16. 


iveriss, Charles William, 
MLM. 
Everton, Fred, 40384, Pte., 


1,7th Battalion. 


Eaborn, Charles, 201301, Pte., 1taly 
Eastwood, James, 204023, Pte., 
Edgington, Albert, 201626, Pte., 
Edwards, Howard Joseph, 2'Lt., 
Edwards, Philip Percival, 2/Lt., 
Egginton, Reginald, 202149, Lte., F. 


Bie 18. 
, 10/10/17. 

" Home, 27/10/16, 

oy QALOFNT. 


a. “ot w. 
Fé 


England, Charles, 203456, Pte., F & F., 27/8/17 
Ennis, Albert, 2015, Pte., F & F., 12 


Ennis, John, 200326, L/Cpl., F.& F., 
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Etheridge, Arthur Charles Edward, 203754, Sgt., d. of w., 
F.& F., 13/10/17. 
Evans, Arthur, 203908, Pte., F.& F., 9/10/17. 
ans, Fred, 202302, Pte., d., Italy, 4/8/18. 
ns, Robert lrank, 202382, Pte., F. & F., 10/10/17. 


27th Battalion. 


Earl, William Arthur, (203551, Dimr., F. & F., 19/8; 17. 

nis, Samson, ‘& F., 26/8/17. 

le, Howard, : F., 9/10/17. 

ans, Richard, 47 » 10/10/16. 

ans, William, 37 *, 21/8/16. 

1,8th Battalion. 

on, Clifford Gwatkin, 2/Lt., F » 24/4/17, 
dwards, Enoch, 241584, Pte. rryis 
dwards, Francis, 240323, Pte., -, 5/10/18. 


idwards, Harry, 160, Sgt. F.& F., 3/1/16. 
Edwards, Walter, 240491, Cyl, F.& F., 5/10/18. 
Edwards, Walter Charles Wilbam, 51043, Fte., d.ofw., 


25/10/18. 
Fllen, Altred, 2 Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/5/17. 
Elt, Ernest Walter, 240581, Pte., F. & F., 6/10/18. 
Endall, Wilfred Reginald, 59382, Pte., d. of w., 
18/11/18. 
Eustace, Albert John, 37758, Pte., d., F. & F., 26/4/17. 
ins, Frederick, 242308, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/4/17. 
ans, Percy Edward, 240977, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/8/17. 


rAd. 


F&F, 


Everitt, William Henry, 260154, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
4VL/17 

Eves, Charles William, 260156, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Ewins, Arthur John, 63527, Pte., 


F. & F., 24/10/18. 
2/8th Battalion. 5 


Easterbrook, George Frederick, 241984, Pte., F.& F,, 
9.10/17. 

Fdge, Alfred Ernest, 260260, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/12/17, 

Kgan, Thomas, 5488, L,CpL, F.& F., 17/7/16. 

Elliott, Joseph’ Wilcock, . F& F., 7/7/18. 


Ellis, William Henry, 
Emms, Charles Alfr 
England, Lewis 
Ennis, Harold, my 
Evans, Edward, 263014, Pte., F. & F. 27 8/17. 

Evans, Percival H., 263089, L/Cpl., a. F.& F., 6/11/18. 
Evans, Trevor Rhys, 4 508, Pte., F& F., 2/6/18. 
Evans, William, 24115 oe '& F., 31) 3/18. 

Evea, Bertram, 241 5 PE & 
Evers, Hugh Lancelot, M.C., ” Capt., 


12/8/18, 
F., 3/12/17. 


Evitts, Joseph, 263030, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/9/17. 
Sth Battalion. 
Eacock, William, PUTS. Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 


ades, Ernest, 19457, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 4/7/16. 
rnest Henry, “27104, Pte.,d., Mesopotami » 21/9/18, 


Albert Ernest Wilfred John, 31699, Pte., 
potamia, 25 
Edwards, Frederick, ‘, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15/1/17. 
Edwards, Sidney, 20540, Pte., Mesopotamia, (17. 


Ellis, Henry Archibald, 15156, Pte., Mesopotamia, 28/6/16. 
Elmer, George Joseph, 13707, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1;16. 
Elwell, Alfred, 13594, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 26/5/16. 
England, Albert, 346, Set., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

ns, Elijah, 17676, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 6/4/16. 
vans, Ernest, 18639, Pte., Mesopotamia, 19/1/17. 
Evans, William Joseph, 13905, Pte., d., F. & F., 7/8/16. 


10th Battalion. 


Fagles, Harry, 18925, Pte., 
Edds, Walter, 241978, Pte. 
Edgley, Thomas Henry 


18/11/15. 

» 14/1/18. 

y Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 25/10/16. 
Edkins, Percy Rich > & F., 30/7/16. 
Edmunds, Albert, 3987 Cpl, F.& F., 21/3/18. 
Edwards, Alexander, 16571, Pte., F. & F., 23/7/16. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Edwards, Frederick Robert, 61503, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
12/6/18. 
Edwards, Henry, 17939, Pte., 
Edwards, Howard, 40061, Bee 
Edwards, James, 8751, Sgt., 
Edwards, James, 201790, Die 2 
Edworthy, Harry, 203335, Pte., F. & F., 22/ 
Elcock, William, 21173, Pte., F.& F., 29/7/17. 
Ellis, Albert Frederick, 17945, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 
Ellis, Harry, 39958, Pte., F. & F., 20/1/17. 
Elmer, William, 39959, Pte., F. & F., 25/10/16. 
Evans, Arthur, 18007, Pte., & F., 3/7/16. 
Evans, Arthur James, 21106, Pte., F.& F., 3/7/16. 


F.& F., 3/7/16. 


Evans, Charles, 21734, Pte., F. a TF. ee 
Evans, David, 22167, Pte., 

Evans, Henry, 15763, Pte., 

Evans, Samuel, 40057, Pte., F. & F., 81/40/16. 


Evans, Thomas John, 18706, ‘L/Cpl. d. of w., F. & F., 11/4/18. 


Evans, William, 36032, Pte., d. of w., F. & F.. 29/7/17. 


11th Battalion. 


Ealey, George, 24731, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 
Edge, William, 27603, Pte., d., Salonica, 26/9/16. 


1st Battalion. 


Fairbrother, John Henry, 12661, Pte., F. & F., 2/1/15. 
Fanning, Anthony, 4799, Cpl., F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Farley, Frederick, $915, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 19/12/14. 
Fellows, John, 42681, L/Cpl, F. & F., 22/10/16. 

Field, Geoffrey Richmond, 25555, Cyl., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Finch, Percy Harry, 35832, Pte., F. & F., 14/8/17. 
Finch, Septimus, 40491, L/Cpl., F.& F., 1/4/18. 
Finch, Thomas, 11832, L/Cpl., F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Finn, Owen, 7267, Pte., F.& F., 25/9/15. 

Firkins, Harry, 11857, L;Cyl., F. & F., 10/7/16. 

Fisher, Joseph, 7€53, Sgt., F.& F., 13/3/15. 

Fleming, Thomas, 14081, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/11/16. 
Flemington, John, 9232, L/Cpl., F. & F., 13/3/15. 
Fletcher, Frederick, 21402, Pte., F. & i3/ 
Fletcher, Harry, 9295, Pte., F. & F., 
Foat, Stephen Charles, 9968, Pte., F.& F., 6/7/16. 
Foley, James, 21797, Pte., F.& F. 21/9/16. 
Follows, William, 235062, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 
Ford, Richard Jellard, Capt., M.C., F & 
Forrest, George Henry, 27735, Pte., 
Forrest, Richa 
Forrester, Frank Edward, 20744, C 
Forsbrook, Albert, 201709, Pte., d., 
Forsyth, James Corson, 2;Lt., F. & F., 31/8/ 7. 
Foster, Alfred Samuel, 241541, Pte., KF. & F., 24/3/18. 


Pe E, 


Foulkes, Arthur, 9490, Pte., F.& F., 13/3/15. 

Fox, Albert Stanley, 42820, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
Foxall, George, 12625, Pte., d ilome, 9/12; 14. 
Foxall, Joseph, 201835, & 6/18. 
Foxall, Sidney, 8523, Pte 183/15. 
Francis, Alfred Edward, 13105, Pte., F. © E,, 12/2/15. 


Francombe, Joseph, 65266, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/18. 
Franks, William, 40823, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Fray, Richard James, 11803, Pte., d., F. & F., 31/10/18. 
Freeman, Frank, 51238, Pte., F. & F. (18, 

Froude, Robert Albert, 43016, Pte. i JA 10; 18. 
Fry, Arthur Edward, 35631, Pte., 
Fulcher, Albert, 13808, Pte., d. of 
Fussell, Joseph Henry, 55281, Set., 


2nd_ Battalion 


eat Cn 


Fagg, William Ric! beard, 5TSI1, Pte. 12/10/18. 


ley, Aled, 


Farmer, Albert, | d. of w., Home, 46/15 


Farmer, Joseph Henry, | Pte. F.& F,, 218716. 
Faulkner, Samuel Jobn, }, Pte., F.& F., 124 18. 
Joseph. Charle K&B, 26,915. 


ames Patrick, », 20/1/18. 
Fellows, Job, 39581, Pte., I 
Fenn, Bertie William F 
Ferguson, Wilham, Capt., 


Feriday, George Allert, 23116, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 275,17. 
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Edmunds, Charles Alfred, 26234, Pte., d. of w.. Sina 
25/4/17. 

Edwards, Clement Edward Alexander, 2,Lt., d, Sota 
6/12/18. 

Edwards, Frederick John, 16038, Pte., d. of w., S& za 
4/3/17. 


Ensor, Solomon, 17055, Pte., d. of w., Salunaca, 1] it ¢ 
Evans, Herbert, 15875, Cpl., M.M., d. of w., Salonce 4. 
Excell, George Edward, 18644, Pte., d., Saloraca, ln t 


14th = Battalion. 

Edwards, William, 30756, Pte., F. & F. 
Ellison, Tom, 26358, Pte., d. of w., F. & 
Evans, Frederick, 2 i, Pte. d., F. & F., 
Evans, Howard, 25876, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
Evans, William, 25118, Pte., F.& F., 25 3.1» 

Evans, Charles John, 63168, Pte., d. at sea, 1016 Is 

Gn. Bn.). 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at He 
Easthope, Albert, 21661, Pte., 5.4.15 (6th Bn.). 
Eborall, Victor, 43799, Pte., 4,11 18 (Depot). 
Ensor, Joseph, 22514, Pte., 17,7,15 (5th bn.). 


Fickling, Rotert, 240314, Pte., F.& F., 4 
Field, Walter, 12624, Pte., d. of w., F. oe oe 
Fieldhouse, Leslie, 23820, Pte., F.& F., 141 
Fillingham, Joseph, 30752, Pte., F. & i, 2 
Fincher, Albert, 27231, Fte., FL& F., 21,5, 
Firth, John, 8117, Pte., F.& F., 14-9 4. 
Fisher, George William Henry, 203197, Pre. F AF Ue: 
Fisher, Riley, 9317, L/Cpl., F.& F., 269 15 
Flemming, Alfred, 11919, Pte.,d. ot w., F.& F114 
Fletcher, Arthur, 14984, L)Cpl., F.& F., 20 915 
Flux, Leonard Taylor, 2;Lt., FL & F., 1,11 1o. 
Foley, John, 21614, Pte., F.& F., 24.917 


8, 


Footer, Daniel, 57753, Pte., d. of w., F.a& F, 15 12 is 
Ford, Alfred, 45082, Pte., F.& F., 21517 

Ford, Benjamin, 14565, Pte., F.& F., io 515. 
Ford, Charles, 8963, Pte., F.& F., 16,515 


Ford, Edwin George, 51455, Pte., F.a F., 294 Is 
Ford, Thomas Kobert, 52312, Pte., F. & F.. 17,41: 
Foster, Allan, 19987, Pte., F.& F., 26915 
Foster, Joseph, 22509, Pte., F.& F., 2.7 16. 


Fowler, Frederick John, 52313, Pte., F.& F.. as 
Frankcom, Ernest, 52311, Pte., F.& F., 14413 
Freeman, Albert, 40231, Pte., F.& F., 201 16 


Freeman, Charles Walter, 203 
Freeman, Horace Edward, 207 
Freeman, Walter Wilham, 9471, Pte, F.« F., 
Freer, Albert Edward, 14383, Pte..d of wok sw Re 
French, Ernest, 44283, Cpl., F. & F., 23 le 15 

French, James, 11174, Pte., F.& F., 20 4 14. 
Frost, Sidney, 43470, Pte., d. of w.. F.& F. 
Fryatt, David, 57787, Pte. Fo & F., 205 18 
Funge, Allert Edward, 44273, Pte., F.& f., 2 


rics 


of 


3rd Battalion. 
Facer, Thoms William, 18299, Pte. F.A Foods¥ 4 
Farmer, Altred, 8716, L Cpl, bo & F., 123 


Farmer, Arthur, & Pte, d.ofw, Fo ak * 
Farmer, Charles Kupert, 3011, Pte. FLA Foor t 
Farrington, Victor, 52512, Pte. d.of wi, F a& Foi: 
Fell, Sidney, Fitzroy 2.Lt., Fo & H Tot de 
Fellows, Harry, 9765, Pte. 
Fellows, Harry, 13210, Ly), F 
Field, Frederick Charles, 41840. Pte. F 
Figgures, Herbert Edward, 42542, Pte F&A dt --- 
Finch, Walter John, 41931, Pte, Foa& Bolo 8 > 
Finch, William, 6, Pte, dof woE &eE ti & 
Tirmstone, Semue 41 23, Pte, Fhd FS il 4 
Fisher, Leonard Walte 272, Pte.d ofa bt 
Fisher, Thomas George, 24469, Pre ad ofwor t 
Flanagan, Wilham John, 7120, Pre Boa bo = 
Fleming, Joreph, 24238, Pte. FA EE. , 
Fletcher, Allert Edward, 23273, Ite. 
Fletcher, William, 8796, Pte., F.& F., 7.1 i 
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Mood, Samuel, 57388, Pte., F. & F., 26/4/18. 

foley, William, 25840, Cpl., F. & F., 28/5/18. 

Yones, Benjamin, 17680, Pte., F. & F., 28/5/16. 

ford, Edwin, 7848, C.S.M., d. of w., F.& F., 9/6/17. 

ford, John, 201036, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 19/6/18. 

ford, Samuel, 23262, Pte., F. & 84/16. 

forrest, John Walter, 12361, Sgt., D.C.M., 
10/6/17. 

sortnam, Reginald John, 57323, Pte., F. & F., 30/4/18. 

sbrook, Arthur, 25251, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 

ster, Alfred Henry, 9153, Pte., F. . 

ster, George William, 42003, Pte., 

ster, John Victor, 16761, Pte., F. oy F., 

ster, Robert Henry, 8220, L/Cpl., F. & F. 20/10/14. 

ster, Sidney, 23631, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/7/16. 

wkes, William Henry, 8839, Pte., F.& F., ‘26/3/15. 

Fox, Herbert, 40851, Pte., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

fradgley, Stephen, 5340, Pte., F.& F., 7/11/14. 

anklin, Gilbert, 42004, Pte., F. & 10/4/18. 

ser, Andrew Albert, 204553, Set., F.& F., 10/4/18. 

reeman, Charles Henry, er Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

freeman, Henry, 13202, S F.& F., 16/6/15. 

Freeman, Joscy h, 39528, Pre. F.& F., 9/10/16. 

reeman, Roland John, 45579, Pre., d. of w., 

freeman, Tristram, Lt., F. &F 2/3/15. 

French, Samucl, 21747, L/Cpl., F.& F., 10/4/18. 

Frewin, Charles, 8932, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Froggatt, Samuel Edward, 16897, Pte., d. of w., 
20/7/16. 

Fryer, Alfred Ernest, 9665, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 28/5/16. 

Furze, John Michael, 37179, Pte., F.& F., 10/8/17. 

Fussell, Alfred, 235383, Pte., F.& F., 14,4/18. 


4th Battalion. 


Falcon, Francis, Capt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Farley, Edwin, 6672, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Farmer, Frederick Percy, 11157, Pte., d. of w., 
28/4/15. 
Faulk, Raymond Thomas, 14482, Pte., Gallipoli, 6;8'I 
Fell, Colin Garnet, 31634, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 24/4/17 
Fellows, Ernest, 11672, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 30/4/15 
Fern, Joseph, 9121, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Fidoe, Thomas, 11056, LiCpl., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Field, Charles, 12316, Pte., d., Home, 1/9/15. 
Field, Cyril Decimus, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Field, Howard, Capt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Field, James, 20161, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Field, William, 12988, Fte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Fieldhouse, Albert, 10422, Pte., mate 6/5/15. 
Finch, Charles Alfred, 7805 , Set. 
Finch, Frank David, 9927, “Drmr., 
Finlow, Valentine, 9640, Pte., F. & Es: 
Fisher, “Albert KE ward, 9486, LICpl., d.  Mesoy otamia, 6/9/16. 
Fisher, Austin, 18995, Pte., Gallip oli, 6/8/15, 
Fisher, Frederick, 8413, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 
Fisher, George Gerald Frank, 38584, Pte., 
Fisher, Herbert, 11079, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 
Fisher, Thomas, 7423, Sgt., Gallipoli, 7/5/15. 
Fisher, William, 11501, pl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Fitzhenry, Edward, 10285, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Fitzherbert, Henry Arthur, 37663, Pte., d. of w., 
8/10/17. 
Flavell, George, 21255, Pte., Gallir oli, 6 R15 
Flynn, Edward, 8429, Pte., 
Foley, William John, 22063, 
Foreshaw, Benjamin, 46178, Pte., 
Foster, Jim, 15396, Pte., 
Fox, Bert Arthur, 189: Pte., Gallipoli, 21.9/15, 
Fox, Thomas, 12412, Pte., Gallipoli, 19/6/15 
Foxall, William, 36€02, Pte. FL & F., 1/6/17. 
Frampton, Charles, 9704, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 7,815. 
France, Albert, 128 Pte. Gallipoli, 6'8/ 
Francis, William, 10580 Pte., 4 
Franklin, Harry Willia 
Franks, Arthur James. 
Freeman, Frederick Charles, 11302, 
man, Samuel, 15280, Pte., Gallipoli, 
Frier, Charles, 9768, C.S.M. d., at sea, 9/12°15. 
Frizzel, Edward George, 174 8, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15, 


a 


pole BB/15. 
F.& F., 20,817. 
Gallipoli, 68/1 


138, Cpl. ee it, 
15 


Pte., 


46/15. 


d.ofw., F.& F., 


F. & F., 27/4/18. 


F.& F., 


Gallipoli, 


F. & F,, 20/11/17. 


F.& F,, 
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1/Tth Battalion. 


Fellows, Arthur Simpson, 2/Lt., F.& F., 1/4/17. 
Felton, Hubert Ratcliffe, 2/Lt., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Fenn, George Henry, 203755, Pte., F. & F., 25/4/17. 
Field, Samuel, 200407, Pte., F. & F., 13/4/17. 

Fineberg, Sidney, 202322, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/2/17. 
Fisher, Frederick, 41688, Pte., Italy, 31/10/18. 
Fitzgerald, Patrick, 41313, Pte., F. & F., 26/8/17. 
Fleetwood, Thomas, 41440, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 
Flower, Wilfred Joseph, 2/Lt., d. of w., F. & F., 18/8/17. 
Follows, Semuel Edward, 2978, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/8/16. 
Fowler, John, 41435, Pte., F.& F., 16/8/17. 

Fry, Alfred Arthur, 6141, Pte., d. of w., Home, 27/11/16. 
Fryer, Oscar Harry, 1876, Pte ~& F., 21/8/16. 
Fudger, Harry, 203723, Pte., F.& F., 16/8/17. 


2/7th Battalien. 
Farman, Arthur Henry, 202616, Pte., d., F. & F., 29/5/17. 


Finch, James Emanuel, 201697, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
Fossard, Alfred, 235142, Pte., F. & F., 26/8/17. 


1/8th Battalion. 


Farmer, Reginald, 2394, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/7/16, 
Farrell, Charles, 241697, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., £5/2/17, 
Faulks, Charles, 59357, Pte., F. & Ee: iis. 

Fellows, Joseph, 13271, L/Cpl., » 23/10/18, MM. 
Fisher, Charles Hartlcy, 242234, Bie. a cf w., Itely, 3/8/18. 
Fisher, John William, 260039, Pte., F. &F,, ‘19/8/17. 


Fitzer, Arthur, 241593, L/Crl., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Fitzer, George William, 241156, Sgt., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Fletcher, Harry, 4642, Pte., F. & F., 4/12/16. 

Forrester, George William, 2422¢6, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/17. 
Forster, William Tomas, 1371, Pte.,¢. of w., F. & F., 6/6/15. 
Foster, Arthur, 1097, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/6/16. 
Francis, William, £42267, Pte., F.& F., 6/10/18. 
Freeman, Thomas Alfred, 69383, Pte., F.& F., 4/11/18. 


2/8th Battalion. 

Featherstone, Reuten Thomas, 240880, L/Cr!., F.& F., 
27/8/17. 

Fielder, George, 49198, Pte., d., F. & F., 6/7/18. 
Finch, William, 241150, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Firkins, George, 4315, Pte., F. & F., 2/12/16. 
Fisher, Charles George, 57890, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 21/8/18. 
Fordham, Walter Sidney, 260229, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Free, Clarence Victor, 207417, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/11/18. 
Freeman, Francis John, 241577, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Frost, Arthur, 2/Lt., F.& F., d. of w., 23/3/18. 


9th Battalion. 


Farnell, George, 14078, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 18/10/15. 
Feist, John George, 37999, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Fellows, Arthur, 30913, Pte., Mesopotamia, 26/1/17, 

Fe Bert, 19141, Pte., Gallipoli, 22/11/16. 

Iding, Harry, 22433, Pte., Gallipoli, 31/10/15. 

her, John, 22960, L. (Cpl, Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 
nagan, Cornelius, 14 Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 27/6/16, 
Fletcher, John, rl , Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 
Fletcher, John Thomas, 14119, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Ford, George 9313, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/8/15. 

Forrester, Joseph, 21959, Pte., Mesopotamia, 5/1/16. 
Foster, Albert, 18875, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Fowler, Frank, 30269, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Foxall, Albert, 12826, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 19/4/16. 
Fradgley, James Edwin, 21753, LjCpl., Gallipoli, 7/1/1@, 
Franks, Joseph Thomas, 30712, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Freeman, Ernest Williarr, 19916, L/Cpl., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18 
Freeman, William Henry, 27275, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17, 
Frost, Edward, 38000, Fte., Mesopotamia, 26/1/17, 
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10th Battalion. 
Farley, Edgar Harold, 51508, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 
Farley, Edward, 7047, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 13/7/16. 
Faulkner, Nathaniel Edward, 23593, Pte., d., F.& F., 
2/10/18. 


Fellows, Alfred, 38573, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/1/18. 


Fenn, Reginald Arthur Thomas, 241027, Pte., F.& F., 
18/6/18. : 

Fern, Joseph, 39649, Cpl., F.& F., 18/11/16. 

Finch, Ernest Charles, 18235, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 7/7/16. 


Firmstone, Joseph, 17883, Cpl 
Fish, Jack, 2;Lt a & F. 
Fisher, James, 3! Pte., 
Fitchett, John alia 16783, [pee FL& 
Fitzpatrick, Michael, 17207, Pte. 
Fleming, Thomas, 18175, Pte., 
Flynn, James William, 40737, Pte. . 
Fordanski, Coleman, 57515, Pte., F. & F., 
Forrest, Charles Frederick, 42251, Pte., 
29/4/18. 

Foster, George Major Solloway, 2/Lt., F. & F., 3/7/16. 
Fowkes, Benjamin, 18764, Pte., d., F. & F., 5/12/15. 

Fowkes, Edward, 18763, Pte., F.& F., 3/7/16. 

Fowler, Ernest Edward, 42765, L/Cpl., d. of w., F.& F., 

27/10/16. 

Fowler, Samuel, 18460, I./Cpl., 
Fowler, William Henry, 


a & F, 22/7/16. 


, 24/7/17. 
18/6/18. 
d. of w., F.& F., 


F.& F., 3/7/16. 


France, Errol Martin, 21 5 , 3017/6, 
Francombe, William, 36561, Pte., oF , 29'9/17. 
Franklin, William Ernest, 2/Lt., “VAjI8. 


Fry, Herbert, 9394, Pte., 15/7/16. 


11th Battalion. 
Farmer, David, 22628, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 


F.& F,, 


1st Battalion. 


Gardener, James, 17960, Pte., F. & F. 
Gardner, Horace, 17208, L/Cpl., F. 
Gardner, Maurice Reginald George, 
Gardner, Thomas, 20034, Cpl., 
Geere, George, 9237, Pte., F.& F 
Gent, John Thomas, 24. 6 
George, Frederick, 11737, 
Gibbins, Henry, 8165, Pte., a 
Gibbons, Thomas, 9568, Pte., F. & F 
Gibbs, Ernest, 7333, Set., d. of w., F 
Gibbs, Samucl, 14013, Pte., ee F 
Gilbert, George William, 21457, Pte., F. & F., 
Gilbert, Walter Charles, 10707, Pte., F. & Fs 
Giles, Charles, 42631, Pte., d. of w F. &F, 
Gill, Archic, 202677, Pte., F.& 30°9 ee 


13/3/15. 
10/8/16. 
F. & F., 27/5/18. 


| 28/3/18. 


107/16. 


Gillett, Leonard, 41191, Pte., & F., 27 
Glasby, John, 9066, Pte., F.& F., 13:3/15. 
Glazzard, John, 20. ,d.ofw., F.& F., 1 
Glithers, ‘Alfred Ernes Pte.,d. of w., F. & 
Glover, Arthur Leslie, 8: 2, Pte., FL & 


vy 1/8/17. 
d. of w., F. 


Goldie, Charles, 11360, C.S.M., M.M., & F., 
26/9/16. 

Golding, Edwin, 22499, Pte., F.& F., 21/11/17. 

Goldsworthy, Alfred John Frederick, 52321, Pte., F. & F., 
24/4,18. 

Goodenough, William, 40668, Pte., F. & F., 26! 12/17, 

Goodridge, a 

Goodwin, Ki LL. Cpl. 


Gotch, Duncan Hepburn, 2 Lt 
Gough, George Rowland, 2011 
26/3/18. 
Gough, William, 16301, Pte., 
Gower, Victor, 42228, Pte 
Grafton, William Henry, 
Graham, Arthur, 13: 
Grainger, Horace, 411 
Greaves, John Thom: 
Greaves, Percy, 
Green, Edgar, 
Green, Robert James, 4 
Green, William, 38300, 
Green, William Henry, 8624, Pte. 
Greenslade, Herbert, 16962, L,( pl, 


d. of w., 
d. of w., F. 
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Farmer, William, 13975, Pte., Salonica, 25'4'17. 
Farragher, Arthur, 16356, Pte., Salonica, I, 1 1s 
Farrant, Edward George, 3): salonica, 24417 
Farrington, Alfred Ernest, 1 


tT 
Featherstone, Thomas, MC, 2Lt, ‘Salona, 24 
Ferguson, William Alfred, 16161, Pte., Salunica, 
Fielding, Sydney, 40952, Pte., d., Salonica, 15 10 Is. 


Fleming, John, 18142, Pte., Salonica, 12:10 16. 
Foreman, Frank, 16199, L/Cpl., a, 1210 16 
Franklin, John Henry, 34737, Pte., Salunica, 4417 


14th Battalion. 


Farmer, Frederick Stanley, 2/Lt., F.& F., 20715 


Ferris, Philip Ja 28819, L. Cpl, F.& F., 253 Is. 
Flavell, Alfred 912, Pte., F.& F., 25.3 18. 
Footman, Albert Henry, 46095, Pte., F.& F., 9111. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Home. 

Fallon, Michael, 46081, Pte., 6'4 17 (6th Bn). 
Farmer, Harry, 30832, Pte., 12/6/17 (Depot). 
Farrow, Adolphus, 68686, Pte., 8 11'IS (Ist Ga. Ba! 
Finston, Sidney, 66571, Pte., 30°10, 18 (Lepot). 
Fleming, John, 38733, Pte., 12.8 18 (15th Bn.). 
Fletcher, James William, 285¢4, Fte.. 
Fone, James, 30476, Pte., 2211/16 (13t 
Footman, Robert, 20365, Pte., 9,615 (12th Bai. 
Franklin, Albert, 9919, C.Q.M.S., 4, 7/18 (4th Bn. 


Other Units. 
Fear, Robert Stanley, 2/Lt., att. R.F.C., 5/3/18. 


Flavell, Alfred Victor, om R.A.F., 45 18. 
Fletcher, Ci arles Alex, | 2Lt att. Ru 


Greenwood, Fred, 11138, Sgt., F. & F.1 
Griftin, Ernest, 11020, Pte., F.& F. 
Griffin, Thomas, 37047, Pte., F. & 
Griffiths, Thomas, 10902, L;Cpl., d 
Griffiths, Thomas, 11401, Pte. 
Grosvenor, Harold, 34616, Pt 
Grove, William, 29918, 
Groves, Herbert, 8372, Pt 
Groves, Thomas Herbert, 11378, Pte., F.& F., #1214 
Gubbins, Frank Albert, 9030, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 105 « 
Guest, John, 235031, Pte., F.& F., 17817. 
Gullick, William John, 30311, Pte., F.& FE. 8dh 
Gunthorpe, Frank William, 51248, Pte., F. '&E, 
Gurrey, George, 37698, Set., F.& F., 17 6/17. 
Guttcridge, Thomas William, 8780, Pte, d. of w, Ft? 
17/7/17. 
Gwilliams, William, 


ae i 


F.,3b71i 


13459, Pte., F. & F., 13 3,15. 


Gwynn, Herbert Harold, 17426, Pte., F.& F., W706. 
2nd Battalion. 
Gale, Thomas, 44236, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15,1018. 


Game, Jasper, 42768, Pte., F.& F., 612-17. 
Gammon, Austin, 13358, Pte., 


7, Pte, F.& F. 


Ganley, Thoma 
Gardner, Henry Edward, 30164, Pte., 
Gardner, William, 30480, Pte., F. & 
Garlic orge Frederick, 794, Pte., 
in, 12622, Pte., F.& F., 13 
bert William, 9058, Fte., 
ry William, 9710, Drmr., d. of 
Giblin, John William, 10276, Pte., F. & 
Gifford, Frnest, 19721, Pte., F.& F 

Giles, Frede William, 27987, I. 
Gill, Frederick, 280 Pte., 
Gill, Philip Claude, 
Gittins, William 
Gladwin, Henry Jame: a 3 
Glynn, Martin, 2.Lt., F. 
Goldingay, William, 8419, Pte., 
Goode, Percy Charles, 41918, Set 
Goodwin, Harry, 8891, Pre., d. of w 
Goodwright, Frederick Thom 
Goody, William Bertie, 6544, 


Gauntlett, 
George, H. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Gordon, William Henry, 38184, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/17. 

Gore, James Thomas, 26956, Pte., F. & F., 3/2/17. 

Goss, Samuel, 36490, Pte., d., F. & F., 17/10/18. 

Goss, William George, 24110, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 

Gould, Bert, 42825, L/Cpl., F.& F., 3/12/17. 

Gould, Frank, 20662, L/Cpl., F.& F., 18/6/16. 

Gould, George, 8529, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Gould, Leonard, 52326, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/9/18. 

Gozzard, William, 11246, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 25/9/14. 

Grace, William, 203983, Pte., F. & F., 24/9/17. 

Grant, Arney, 66761, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/10/18. 

Gratton, Henry, 57755, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/9/18. 

Gravenor, Evan James, 14602, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 7/3/15. 

Gray, Oliver, 9790, Pte., F.& F., 14/9/14. 

Gray, William Oliver, 16366, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 

Green, Arthur, 8872, Pte., F.& F., 17/5/15. 

Green, Horace, 15703, Pte., M.M.,F.& F., 3/11/16. 

Green, Hubert Bishop, 2/Lt., F.& F., 13/4/18. 

Green, Mark Thomas, 9315, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Greenaway, Frank Leslie, 34239, Pte., F. & F., 12/4/18. 

Greenway, James, 12702, L/Cpl., F.& F., 29/9/18. 

Greenway, William Francis, 10882, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 
1/11/16. 

Greenwood, George, 11190, L/Cpl., M.M., F. & F., 15/7/16. 

Grew, Frederick Charles, 12487, Pte., F. & F., 16/10/17. 

Grice, Sunley, 42)73, Pte., F.& F., 17/4/18. 

Grieck, Mark, 42543, Pte., F. & F., 2/11/16. 

Griffin, Gilbert Silas, 42860, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/10/18. 

Griffin, Harry Gerrard, 204055, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 

Griffin, James, 6129, L,/Cpl., F.& F., 21/5/17. 

Grittin, James Cornelius, 33164, Pte., d. & F., 24/1/17. 

Griffiths, Archibald Harry, 14949, L/Cpl., F. & F., 26'9/15. 

Griffiths, Arthur, 14218, Pte., F. & F., 24/ 8/16. 

Griffiths, George Ernest, 12490, Pte. & F., 21/5/17. 

Griffiths, William, 4285, L/Sgt., F.& F 5. 

Griffiths, William, 24808, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Grinham, Frank, 8693, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/3/15. 

Groom, John Thomas, 9071, Pte., F.& F., 29/5/17. 

Grover, James John, 10862, Sgt., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Grundy, Harry, 18637, Pte., F.& F., 14/4/18. 

Guise, Lawson Wallace, 27552, L/Cpl., d. of w., F.& F., 
26/9/17. 

Gulliver, Arthur, 10060, L/Cpl., F. & F., 31/10/14. 

Gunston, Frederick John Dover, M.C., Capt., d. of w., 
14/7/18, in Germen hands. 

Gwilliam, Harry, 7642, Pte., F.& F., 14/11/14. 


3rd Battalion. 


Gaffney, Joseph, 9965, Pte., F.& F., 13/10/14. 
Gallie, Louis, 22774, Pte., F. & F., 6/10/15. 
Galton, Theodore Hugh, 2/Lt., F. & F., 21/10/14. 
Gamble, Wilfred, 20890, L/Cpl., F.& F., 7/7/16. 
Gamlen, Ernest Edward, 41865, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 
Ganderton, Thomas Henry, 17267, Pte., F. a re 10/7/16. 
Garbett, Henry, 5803, Pte., F.& F., 1 
Garbutt, Joseph, 27807, Pte., d. of w., F. a Fe 31/5/18. 
Garlick, Albert Ernest, 53078, Pte., d., F. & F., 13/ 16/18. 
Garner, George Henry, 5687, L/Cpl., F. & F., Tia. 
Garrad, Stanley Claude, 41832, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Garratt, Titus Matthew, 8922, Pte., F.& F., 12/3/15. 
Garrett, Harry, 7278, Pte., F.& F., 1/6/16. 

Garrett, John William, 7316, Sgt., F.& F., 20/10/14. 
Garrett, William, 7186, Pte., F.& F., 4/11/14. 

Garvey, William Stephen, 10094, Pte., F.& F., 24/9 14 
Gawler, Frank Albert Hilary, 572 
Gazey, Henry Keates, 8836, Pt 
Gears, Percy, 39529, Pte., F.& F. 
George, John Thomas, 22180, Pte., & F,, 7/7/16. 
Gibbard, Bernard Kenneth, 46937, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Gibbons, Charles Harry, 8049, Pte., F. & F., 28/10/14. 
Gibbs, Frederick Philip, 33513. Pte., a. oly & 
Gibbs, William Beresford, A’'Lt 
Gibbs, William Henry, 35476, L Cpl., rf a 
Gibson, Francis William, 9777, Sgt., F. & F., 
Gibson, Richard, 12001, Cpl, F. & F., 3/9/16. 
Gibson, Robert, 42006, Pte., F.& I 
Gibson, Sidney, 42007, Pte., d. of w., 
Gilbert, Sidney, 42008, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 


/15. 


28/4/18. 
10/4/18. 


&F., 10/8/18. 


, 27.3018. 


Giles, George, 7404, Pte., F. & F., 21/9/14. 
Gilks, Altert Edward, 13281, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/8/15. 
Gilmour, Herbert James Graham, Lt., F. & F., 20/9/14. 
Ginnifer, George, 13170, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/14. 
Gittings, Clauce Arthur, 40727, Pte., F. & F., 25/9/18. 
Glinwood, Thomas, 33694, L/Cpl., F. & F., 6/8/17. 
Ginn, Harold Etridge, 2/L-t., F. & F., 8/7/16. 
Goddard, Kenneth Aquinas McKenzie, 2/Lt., F.& F., 
11/7/16. 

Godrich, Arthur William, 46815, Pte., F.& F., 14/4/18. 
Golding, Lawford Hymus, 9083, Pte., F. & F., 12/1/15. 
Goldingay, Harry, 23513, Pte., F. & F., 1/ 9/17. 
Goldsmid, Sidney Alexander, 2/Lt., F. & FE, Tj/1ljl4. 
Gooch, Edward, 40171, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/16. 
Goodall, Arthur James, 23458, Pte., d. of w., Home, 30/8/16. 
Goodman, Harry, 8877, Cpl., F.& F., 22/5/16. 
Goodman, Henry Alfred, 11888, L/Crl., F. & F., 20/6/16. 
Gordon, John, 13080, L/Sgt., F.& F., poe 

Goss, William Thomas, 3(807, Pte., F. & F., 7/6/17. 
Gough, Joseph Bailey, 15397, Pte., F.& F., ‘1yajis. 
Gould, bavid, 6(83, Cyl., F.& F., 7/7/16. 
Gould, John William Kotert, 16365, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15. 
Gould, Thomas, 40834, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 21/2/18. 
Goulding, Norman, 43183, Pte., F. & F., 7/8/18. 

Govey, Edward Charles, 23276, Pte., F. & F., 2/5/16. 
Grace, Bertram Frederick, 24855, Sgt., F. & F., 27/12/17. 
Graham, James, 9599, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 14/7/16. 
Grant, Samuel, 5921, L/Cpl., F. & F., 20/10/14. 

Grant, Theodore, M.C., Cap g “ F., 28/5/18. 
Graver, Alfred, 12968, Cpl., F. & F., 

Graves, Henry Ernest, 53112, Pte., d. of w., iE “&F., 26/4/18. 
Grealey, Joseph, 7209, Pte., F. & F., 25/8/16. 

Green, George, 8966, Cpl., d. of w., F.& F., 25/7/16. 

Green, Henry, 27680, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 11/8/17. 
Green, Thomas Henry, 13074, Pte., F. & F., 15/10/14. 
Green, William James, 23221, Pte., F. & F., 16/1/16. 
Greenfield, Eli, 41834, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 

Greenhill, Campbell, M.C., Lt., F. & F., 10/8/17. 

Greenway, John, 7617, Pte., F.& F., 7/11/14. 

j 13346, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 20/9/14. 

Grice, William, 8885, Pte., d. of w,, F.& F., 4/9/17. 
Griffin, Arthur, 22777, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/16. 
Griffin, James, 10114, L/Cy!., F. & F., 30/10/14. 
Griffin, John, 8544, Sgt., F. & F., 25/8/16. 
Griffin, Thomas Edward, 21039, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 24/10/16. 
Griffin, Walter, 5796, Pte.. d. of w., F. & F., 20/6/16. 
Griffiths, Daniel, 27903, Pte., F. & F., 23/8/16. 
Griffiths, William Fercy, 11761, L/Cpl. F. & F., 16/6/15. 
Grimshaw, Ernest, 75, 1. “pl, F.& F., 7/7} 16. 
Grinnell, John, §033, Pte. & F, 16/6/15. 
Grove, Allen, 7657, » FL& F., 7/11/14. 

ear of w., F.& F., 1/5/18. 
F. & F., 20/4/17. 
: Thien F.& F., 23/1/15. 


Grovenor, Edwin, 1650; 
Groves, Albert Charle: 
Grubb, Arthur, 12834, Pte.. F. & F., 21/9/14. 

Guerin, Cornelius, 8006, Pte .& F., 19/9/14. 

Guest, George, 10011, Cpl, F.& F., 10/7/16. 

Gurnett, Herbert William, 41867, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 

27/4/18. 
Gwynn, Walter, 8518, Pte., 


FE. & F., 28/1/15. 


4th Battalion. 


Gallaugher, Robert Rankin, 2 Lt., d., F. & F., 23/2/17. 
Gamlen, Robert Arthur Winnington, Capt., F. & F., 30/11/17. 
Gammon, Edward Thomas, 12330, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 4/12/15, 
Ganley, John, 12171, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 27/9/15. 

Gardiner, John, 21335, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Gardner, Charles Edward, 46858, Pte., F. & F., 20/11/17. 
Gardner, William, 23004, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Gardner, William George, ? I, Pte., F. & F., 23. 
Garner, George Alfred, 41200, Pte., d. of w., F. & F 
Gauden, Thomas, 219¢08Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15, 
Gee, Horace, 7, Pte., Gallipoli, 2/7/15. 
Gennard, Lewis, 22078, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 
George, Alhert Edward, 1440, Pte., lipoli, 6/8/15. 
George, Edwin, 19761, Pte., i 
German, Walter Frederick, 
Gibson, Harold Robert, 18! 


15. 
; Nipoli, 6/8/15, 
, Pte., Gallipoli, 26/9/15. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Sreeib Henry Campbell, 23027, Ptc., Gallipoli, 
5. 

Gilbert, William Allan, 6442, Sgt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Giles, Charles Arthur, 12965, Sgt., F.& F., 18/9/16. 
Gillam, John, 13242, Pte., d. of w., Galliy oli, 28/4/15. 
Godfrey, James, 17427, Pte., F.& 23/4/17. 


Godwin, Henry, 40290, L/Cpl., F. & 13/10/16. 
Godwin, Sydney Joseph, 16421, Crl., F.& F.. 23/4/17. 
Goodall, Harry, 202793, L/Cpl., F. & F., 12/4/18. 

Goode, Edward, 21242, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 1/7/15. 
Goode, Walter, 10636, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8, 15. 

Goodyear, John Herbert, 12156, L/sgt., d. of w., Gallipoli, 


7/5/16. 
Goodyer, James, 24204, Pte., F.& F., 23/4/17. 

Goodwin, William Phillip, 39655, Pte., F. & F., 27/11/16. 
Gornall, Thomas Balfour, 37510, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/6/17. 
Gosling, Ernest, 40388, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 12/4/18. 
Gough, Harold Frederick, 14199, Pte. Galliy: ott 6/8/15. 
Gough, Herbert John, 22269, Pte., d. of w. , 18/6, 16. 
Gough, Walter, 201163, Pte., ML, F&F a 18. 
Gough, William, 33216, Licpl., d. of w., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
Grainger, Edward Charles, 23096, L/C).1., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Graves, James Singleton, Lt., 15,6, 18. 

Gray, George, 9118, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Gray, Leslic Austin, 2/Lt., F. & F., 12/10/16. 

Greaves, Frank, 235093, Pte., F. & F., 20/11/17. 

Green, Alfred, 40594, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/10/18. 
Green, George, 10551, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Green, George, 10904, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Green, George, 12308, Pte., d. of w., Cairo, 12/5/15. 

Grecn, John, 7800, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 


Green, Joseph Clifford, 14616, Cpl., d. of w., Gallipoli, 19/10/15. 


Green, Richard, 8353, Pte., 

Green, Samuel, 8916, Set. Gallipoli, 4/7/15. 

Greon, Thomas, 30817, Cpl., F. & F., 22/8/18. 

Green, Tom, 20199, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Green, Wi'liam, 12982, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/5/15. 

Green, William James, 41166, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Greening, Thomas Henry, 10876, L/Cpl,, Galliy oli, 28/4/15. 

Greenway, Douglas Howard Wilson, 2;Lt., Gallipol, 
17/10/15. 

Greenway, James, 

Greenway, Kenneth, 2/Lt., 

Greenway, Willam, 6542, S 

Griffiths, Henry, 23680, Pte., F.& F., 18/9/16. 

Griffiths, Joseph, 24099, Pte., F. & F., 13/6/18. 

Griffiths, Richard Joseph, 40661, Pte., M.M., 

Griffiths, Thomas, 8267, Pte., Galliroli, 25’4/15. 

Griffiths, Walter, 21397, Pte., Gallipol 8/15. 


Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


19107, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/12/15. 
Gallipoli, 27/11/15. 
t.,d. of w., F. & F., 28/4/18. 


Grist, George Henrv, 39774, Pte., F.& F., 20,11'16. 
Grocott, Richard, 20478, Pte., d. of w. allipoli, 15 0.15. 
Grogan, Hubert Lawrence, M.C., Capt., F.& F., 65 18, 
Groor, Allert, 42999, Pte. & F., 7,8 18. 
Guest, Cornelius, 21985, Pt Gallipoli, 68,15. 
Guest, Frederick, 20026, Pte., Gallipoli, 6 8/15. 
Guest, James, 218) Pte., F.& F., 21/4/18. 

est, William I , 6284, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Guise, Benjamin, 24 . Pte. F.& F., 1.718 

mmery, Ezekiel, 9147, Pte., Gallipoli, €'8 15. 


Gurney, Charles, 11267, Pte, Gallipoli, 30,615. 


17th Battalion. 


Gear, Harry, 41651, Pre.. 

Gilbert, oree Hewitt, 

Giles, Charles Alfred, Sid 

Goodwin, Edgar Joseph, 

Goodwin, John Arthur, + ‘4 Pte. Fi& FF. 91017 
Goody ear, Wilhary ¢ 743. Pte. F. & F., 24417. 
Gordon, Alfre “ 

Gorrie, John Wrihé 

Gorron, Sidney Harold, 16, 
Ghee ormantne. 

Gouuh, > Arthur, ST RG 
Gould, Freners Willan, "g Tt 

Corby Julius Walt un, 4 Tera, 
Great, Altre |, 2! 

Green, Hairy, 

Green, Thomas Henry, 20¢ 78 1T 


F. & F., 20/11/17. 


see 


am a 


Greenfield, Thomas, 4015, Pte., d. of w., F.& F.. 2143 
Griffin, James Edward, 1290, Pte., F.& F., 18 7 16 
Griffiths, Elijah, 3926, Pte., d. of w., F.& F..¢ 4 16 
Griffiths, James, 41460, Pte., F. & F., 27,8.17. 
Griffiths, Silas Edward, 200€53, Pte., F.& F.. 51 317 
Griffiths, William Charles Lewis, 202091, Fice., 
17/8/17. 
Grove, George, 1791, Sgt., F. & F., 30/5/16. 
Groves, Bert, 203605, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., & $ 17 
Gulliver, Harry, 1453, Pte., d. of w., Home, 35 
Gunn, John Charles, 41319, Pte., F. 
Gwillham, Thomes, 203824, L/Cy 


Gwynne, David, 200556, Ite., Tek, Li: 
2/Tth Battalien. 
Goodman, Allert, 3354, L'Cpl., F. & F., 10 le 16 


Goodworth, Harry, 235144, Pte., do of w 
Grithths, Leonard Frank, 202412, Pte., 


Gwillam, Joseph, 240088, Pte, Foa F., 2 


1/8th Battalion. 


Gardner, Francis Aubrey, 241729, Pte., d.. 
George, Alfred, 242654, Pte., F.& F 
Gibbons, Richard, 242631, Fte., 
Giles, Frank, 53030, Fte., d. of w. 
Gilman, George Alfred, 59298, Pte, 
Gisborne, Albert Maurice, 241362, Spt., Fla 


Hime, 


nl George, 240233, Cpl., 
Charles, 66752, Pte., d. of i 
) erick Alfred, 260159, Pte., 
Green, Leonard Frank, 240541, Cy 1., 
Grimmer, George Victor, 204056, ies I Y 
Grinnell, William, 240280, Pte., Fo a& F ; 
Grubb, George Herbert Richmond, 2706, Pre, Bost 
Guest, Benjamin, 242535, Pte., F.& F., 510 Is 
Guilding, John, 2/Lt., F.& F., 18 8 17. 


d. of w., 


Gwilliam, Thomas Leonard, 242607, Pre., d. of w. 
23/10/17. 
2/8th Battalion. 
Galsworthy, Alfred, 242063, pe a & F. 31318 
Gaunt, Richard, 240330, Crl., 2 


Gay, Ernest Garnet, 24203 
Gerald, Harold, 2, Lt., 
Gillet, Ernest, 
Glover, Cyml Penton, 
Goodhiffe, George F 
Grgatorex, Alfred, 50 
Greener, Pre: 
Grithths, Ev 
Groom, Herbert, 2417 . 
Grummitt, John, 241463, . Fix b 
Guest, Horace Edgar, 42824, Bre. Foal. 
Gwillam, Albert Edward, 4463, Pte., Foa 


, 260226, Pte Fat vz 
SAF 3131s 


Is 


Sth Battalion. 


Gardiner, Walter, 14851, Pte., 


Mesopotaria, 2° 
Mesop ote 


Garret, Joshus 

ratchouse, Edward, 

, Alfred, 10664, Pte., 

Genever, Frederick John, 
25/117. 


Gibbon, Richard Telfer, 15624, L Syt..doofwo Mem 
15 12 16. 

Gill, John Redpath, 15093, Pte, do of w.. West 
C4 ts. 

Gill. Thomas Fdwi na 17050, Pre do Mesorotsr oat 

Goalt, Wallan Pte Gelaper 7 ote 

Graineer, Sidn Sie Pee, do, Mata 20 Bes 

Grazier, Edwin, 18873, Pre., d., Came, Hl 13, 


Bat 


TSN, 


Fo 25k 


ROLL 


William Pte, do oof w., 


Gn wthead, 


Holloway, 22172, 


2d Vesopotamna, 18 417 


' 
‘ » Gelpel, TOs Lo 

Grorn, John Wailiam Pte | Mesopotamia, 25 1 17 
Greaway, Lionel a Pte. d otw , Mesopotamia, 26 1 17 
‘ diet wo, Mesopotamia, 1 1216 


$054, Pred, Mesopotamia, #7 16 
Pre. do of wo, Bombay, 13.5 17 
o, 26020, Pte ,d of Ww, Mesopotamia, 
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2212 6 
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, Edwin, 
> Moert Viet 
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Pre dof w., Mesopotanua 117 
Hwgs, Pte, dd. Mesopetamiu ‘ 
ed, Mesopotamia, 
2d. Mesopotamia, 
0, Pte, Gallipoli, 7 


Ganham, Joseph, . Pte, Galipol, EE 1015, 
owynn, Kalph Patrick, 13508, Pte, Mesopotamia, 14 9 18, 
10th Battalion. 

Gardner, Charles. Pte., do of w 
sardner, Jack, Pte, bow ob. 4 
Jobn, Pre Fab, 37 10 
V. Mihael, 400d Pte) boa Pes B 
verrett, Waiaam Shater, Lootd, Pte. doofw., b 2217, 
is, Jolin May, 36510, Pte d) Home, 6 


hin, Sidney George, 17043, Pre bk ow bk 
ms Pte do of wok 


ii, Aloert bdward, 
nil, Frank, 39974. Pte 
Frederick: Thom os 
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av, Dlominick, a of wo Fo& b., 20017 
pabtard, George Henry , Pte. do of wk “x A 174,18 
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Ist Battalion. 


shett, David, 11995, Pte. do of wi. F &F., 19 6,15. 
tt, Wailham, 6714 L Cph. Boa F 

fion, Hlarey, 14385, Cpl : 

ddon, John. ssde, Pte, 

den, Robert, 9773, Pte. 1 


Yoo, Joseph Arthur, 


o6, Lp, 


ley, Robert Ernest, 1 . Pte. do of w 
Jiev. Thomas, 6571, L Cpl, F.& F, 
Ines. Arthur, 165: Pre., d. of w., F 
MW) Arthur brederick, 235017, Pte, 


William, 
ma, Albert Frank, 
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eC plyaks 
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20 3°18, 
ri& F 


Alfred Fdwin, 40534, Pte., 1418 
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mmond, Henry, 933 Pre, F.& F., 30 3/18. 
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Grigg, Wilham ert ne al 
ges, Kobert Edward, 
ives, Juimes Edward, 
Gulliver, 


Gurney, Keginald Gearie: 15 
wo 16. 

Gwilham, James Gilbert, 39976, Pte. d. of w., F.& F., 
17617, 


11th Battalion. 


tes, 34741, Pre. 
Pte, Salonica, 
OW, Lecph, dy 


Gabbitass, Walter 1 
Garlick, Walter, 1 
Geary, James Pinhip, 16s 


Salonica, 25,417, 
11, lose, 
Salonica, 14/8/16, 


Gemmell, John, 38349, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17, 

Gibbs, Arctabald bdward, 2 Lt., Salonica, 25/4/17. 
Gibbs, Witham, 24163, Cpl, Salonica, 25, 4/17. 
Gillard, Willam, 1286, Pie., Salonica, 19 1.17. 
Glass, Heber stanley, » Pte, Salonica, 24/4/17, 
Goodwin, Albert, 27407, Pte., Salonica, 12/10/16, 


Greenteld, Wilbam Henry 


45, Hte,d, Simin 15, 12/18, 
Gregor, Arthur, 18199, Pte., 


Salomea, 25, 417, 


Gritiths, Herbert, 16041, Pte., Salonica, 24/4) 17. 
14th Battalion. 
Garbutt, Wilfied, 42322, Pte., d. of w. UF. & F., 14/4/18. 
Gaynard, John, 2 a 18 
Gibbs, Percy Roland, 2,1 i, 3, 16, 


Gall, Wilham, 10496, Cos. 

Goddard, Arthur Douglas, “yuuss, 22/10/17, 
Godfrey, Leshe Edward, 28680, Pte., d. of w. P., O/11/17, 
Goodman, James, 40106, Pte., F. & By 10,10,17 

Gould, Henry, 9466, Sgt., d., Home, 25, 1/16, 

Gray, Lert, 408 Pte I., 22,8, 18. 

Green, klyah, 0, 5;18. 

Green, James, -, 80,1017, 

Grigg, Gillert W atueatt: 43816, Pte, F.& F., 19/6/18. 
Gurney, Leonard, 24688, Pte., FL & F., 13/11/16, 


Reserve Battalions, etc., (Died at Home). 


Gawthern, Francis, 23. 
Gentle, James, 9730, Set., 
Gomer, Percy, 205084, Pte., 
Gooding, Arthur, 45187, Pte., 28 2/17 (6th Bn.) 
Gormley, Bernard, 47307, Pte., 14/7,18 (15th Bn.) 
Gosling, Charles, 62997, Pte., 11/6;18 (Ist Gn. Bn.) 
Grace, William, 21503, Set 6-16 (13th Bn.) 
Green, Frederick John, 40%, Pte., 13/8/17 (Depot). 
Grove, Frank, 15082, Pte., 20,6/15 (Depot). 


35, Pte., 19/7/18 (162nd T. F. Depot). 
1-11 16 (13th Bn.) 
30 10.18 (16th Bn.) 


Other Units. 


Graham, Alec George Malcolm, att. L.N.L. Regt., 
22/12, 14. 


Green, Arthur Dowson, D.S.0., Major, Gen. Staff, 28/9/14. 


Capt., 


Hampton, Joseph, 17746, Cpl, F 
Hancocks, John Joseph, 41192 
Hancox, Joseph, 45947, Pte., 1 
Hand, Arthur, 28x13¢ 
Hand, Charles Henry, 
Hand, John, 201827, 
Handley, Luke, 21406, 


Pre., 


Hands, Witham Thomas, 8807, Pte., 7. 
Hanley, Samucl, 20862, Tte., d. of w., 17. 
Hannaford, Arthur Edward nae Pte., » 107/16, 
Hanwell, George Charles, , Pte, d. of w., , BL & F., 


12/8/17. 


Harfield, Henry James, 37545, Pte., F.& F., 31/7/17. 


Harper, Henry John, 17782, Pte, FL& F., 10/7/16, 
Harrell, Reginald, 240310, Cpl, F. & F., 6 6/18, 
Harris, Alfred, 5363, Pte., F.& F., 13/3/15. 


Harris, Alfred, 14 
Harris, James, 11486, Pte., 


79, Pte, FL & F., 12/6/15. 
F.& F., 10/7/16. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Harris, John William, 242252, Pte., F Hubble, Jack, 19044, Pte., F ‘ 
Harris, Joseph, 40530, Pt ? Hludson, frank Hobbs, 2.Lt., d. of w 
Harris, Walter “Lhomas, 10/16, Huggins, John, 14: 
Harns, William Henry Hugnes, Altred, [1 
Harrison, Ldward, 1053 . : Hughes, Bernard, 
Harrison, John Henry, Fler » /4/ 18. Hughes, edward 
Harrison, Walter Kobi os & b., 4/3/17. Hugnes, 


egis 
iva 
12915 


d. ol w., 
a de ot w 


1 Pte., 
rt, 2U208, Pre., 


Hart, Ernest John Fr PX. 6/6, 18, Hughes, 

Hart, Witham Georg, 1,15. Hfughes, Jue 2 10716. 
Hart, Robert Arthur, 2.1 1 Sf LT. Tjughes, Phot 638, Pte ie of w., bow fb 
fartnoll, Hagh Peter 1 oO, 12,12, 14. Iiumphreys, Altred George, Pte., 


, David, 200620, Pte. ofw. BL& F., 23/01/17. Hunt, Frank, Sy AP es, is 
» tlenry, 24213, Pre., B 29, 10716. Hlunt, he aL ‘13080, Pte. 
Harwood, Cyril Jolin Bede, 17784, Pte. d. of w., F.& F., Jfurst, Beajamin Willi 
17/5; 15. Hutton, John, 203112 Pte. 
Hawker, William, 8é Pte, F&F, 18; a 14. Hyde, Joseph, 15451, Pte., d. of w., rah 3 13. 
Hawker, William George, 40681, Pte., F 2 LLG. 


Hawkins, Charles, Dt 
lay, Albert Edward, 135 “pl. d. Home, 29/7/16. 2nd Battalion. 
Haynes, John : ‘ zs 318. 

Itead, George p7O8, Pie, F. + uj. Ilackett, Harold, Pesal, Pte. do of w., 
Healey, Joseph, ,d i ) Pacick brancis, Phi6, Pte 


Heard, Wesley 17. » Charles Prede.ick, S07 
Hedges, rede 17817 y, John, 23551 


Hedworth, Thomas Hedworth, 2,Lt., drowned, 10.10/18, , Francis ae Omran I 


Hemming, Joseph Lawrence, 8811, F, . ree ” George, a605, 
Hendicott, Reuben, LCph, ke. Be: 5. Haines, Gerald, 1024, Pe 


Henry, Arthur, 6432 Hale, Walter Henry, 2422 
Hepden, Aloert Thom F., 14/10/18. Hale, Wilham, 2.00 


Meritage, Albert, 14657 
Llewitt, Keginald, 211 
Hewitt, William, 21227, 
Hickin, John Thomas, 
Hickenbottom, Witham, 
Hickman, Elisha, 11048, ae ifs 
Higgins, G Aarold, B., 103,15, Hall, Roland, 30 
Til, Frank, 4 Pte., ij 3 Hall, Samuel, 313! 
Hill, James, 11616, Pte. at 26/9/16. Hall, Thomas He 
Hill, Septimu: Pte, a Hamblett, Wilfred, S461, Tee K 
Hil, Toomas, 1361 d 5 Hamblin, Walter, 21a 1M, uA at 
Hill, Wilham, 8271, Pte., F. 15, 11, 16, Hamer 
Hill, Wilbam Christopher, 13007, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., Pamala 
9/7/16. 
Hine, Frederick, 21438, 1 
Hinett, Edwin Koland Pe: 5 
Eh, lov72, Pte x Hi 5. Wiliam, 
Leonard Daryl, 8924, Pte., d. of w., F.& V., 8/7/16. Hannah, Charles, 
Hingley, Walter, 9003, Pte., do of w., Bod F 5 Hanson, Rol ert, 866 
Hitchcock, William Henry, Tiarbord, William, 
13,8, 16. Harding, Arthur, 3 
Hixson, Nicholas, 19687, Pte., Hlarding, Herbert Henry, 
William, 41178, Pte. Hardman, Edgar Thomas, 10183, Dut., i of w, Fat 
seph, 8831 1,8 16. 
Hobson, John Edware Hardy, Leonard Basil, Lt 
Hodges, Ernest Vi Hargreaves, Here 
Hrodkinson, J Harman, Gilbert: J 
Hodson, George Tlarmer, Alfred, 24 
Hotf, Alfred Heary Harmer, William, 4 
Holder, James William, is, Albert: James, 4 
Hollis, Kalph, 23280, Cpl. 5 s 
Hollyhead, Benjamin, 19960, Pt 
Holmes, Albert Henry, 9475, Pu 
Holmes, Andrew, 9741, P 
Holyfield, Albert Guy, Z 
Hooper, Henry Bolton, 380465, Pte, 
Hooper, William Jenn, 12108, Set 


Hale, William bei 

Joseph, 1osbd, Pie., F 
V) Horace, 15044, 1 Cpl., F m, ZEST 

Hall, Albert Kdward, 30078, L Cpl, d.ofw., boa FW ats 

Hall, James, 7507, Pte. bod bo, 31 1015 

Hell, Leonard, 1 pba FL 207 15 


d. of w 
‘lt ot w. 


we, do of we, Home, 17 1 


\“ nae o704 
Pte 


“, 107/16, 
, Koa F., 31/7,17. 


| 


~ Lise, Pte, 


. x 
Llirriat Georce: Wath 
Harris, John, 9434, 
Harris, Sidacy, 3000 
Harris, 


Hopkins, Ernest, Harris, ” 2 
Hopkins, Willi fav Harris, William, 
Hopley, Joseph Henry , LOTT. Jlarrison, Edm 
Horne, Frederick, 2¢ Poa BL, 24/1117, Harrop, Ernest, 5 


Horton, Frank, 8 
Horton, Harry, 
Horton, Victor, J 

Horton, William Horace, $1 
Horwood, Charles Richard, 


1214. Hartland, Joseph, 
10,7216. Harvey, Willien, 7 
» 20/11 27. Harwool, Willian, 8 
i * I 18. Hastings, William, 
27; 10,16. Havens, Alfred, 44 


& 
Pte., 


Hoton, Alfred, 10457, 1 Cpl, ae Havre, Thomas, 14 
Houghton, Altred Herbert, 22/10, 16, Hawkins, Wallen, 
Howard, Frederick, ‘ oy, John, 9779, 
Howells, Percy, te, , BO 15. : Willian 
Hubball, Alired, 11444, L/Sgt., Pea bo, 14/18. Haydea, James, 727) 
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Hayes, John, 7874, Pte., 
Hayes, John, 9997, Pte., 


d. of w., F.& F., 20/9/14. 
31/10, 14. 


F.& F., 


Hayes, Lhomas Richard, 33348, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
25,9/17. 

Haywood, Henry James, 17271, Pte., F.& F., 10/11/15. 

Haywood, John, 8963, Pte., d. of w eB. 12/2/15. 

Haywood, John, 12795, Pte., F. & I i 

Head, Ernest, 9399, Pue., F. & F., 20/7/16 

Hemming, Frank James, M.C., Lt., FL& F., 13-4/i8. 

Hemming, Tom, 31206, Pte., z 21/5, 17. 

Henley, rederick James, 57682, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
14/10 18. 

Henn, William Bramwell, 29905, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
26/4/18. 


Henry, Cyril Charles, 20 t., 


F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Herrington, Samuel, “ & oe 


27, 1/15. 


Hewitt, Jonn William, 14459, es F.& F., 26/9/15. 5 
Heyes, William, 2)Lt., Bo & 27/2) 17, 
Hicken, Richard, 40618, ee "B&F, 25/10/17. 
Hicks, Francis Alfred John, 20258, Pte, d. of w., F.& F., 
25/10, 18. 
George, 9263, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 15, 10/17. 


; 15. 
Hill, Isaaé, 12667 : 
Hill, Wilfred, 16333, L/Cy 
Hillin, John Roland, 1281 
Hinghley, Seth Thomas, 
Hingley, Joseph William, 2 
Hinton, Albert, 13533, Pte., e : 

Hirst, David William Dixon, ‘9637, Sat. . & F., 29/9/18. 
Hitch, Arthur Clarence, 7230, Pte., F. es F., 31/10/14. 
Hogben, Montague William, 57589, Pte., F. & b., 29/9/18. 
Holland, Edward Matthew, Lt., F.& F., Sutras 
Hollingshead, William, 14 , Home, 5/11/15. 
Holloway, Martin Lloyd HI eB, 24/5/17. 
Holtom, George Leslie, 
Homer, William, 20666, x 
Hook, George Henry, 12299, ‘Cpl, 
Hooper, George Thomas, 9116, Pte. " 
Hornby, Charles Edward, 3 B 
Horne, Stephen James, $060, 
Horsley, William Henry 
Horton, George Henr 
Horton, John, 893 


Hough, Thomas, 8431, . . 
Houghton, John, 17806, Pte., fe 
Houghton, William, 24 F.& | 
Hourd, Harry Leonard 2 dof w 


Howles, Edward, 2 
Howse, Wallace Jam: 


"of w., I 
od. of w 


, 19/11/16. 
10/14. 


Huckficld, Leonard, : ae 27/12/18. 
Hudson, Aubrey We 20/9/14. 
Hughes, Albert, 


bert Porter, 15506, 


Joseph Frederick, 906 16.5, 15. 
, Ernest Archibald, 35 Bel; 
Humphries, George William, 202961, Ptc., d. of w., F.& F., 
29/6118. 
Hunt, Wilfred, 17134, Pte., 
Hurley, Matthew, 14437, 1 3 
Hutchins, Ernest John, 1 9, Pte GATS. 
Hutton, William Walter, 9680, Pte 21/10; 14. 
Hyde, William Frederick, #080, Fte. 20/9; 14. 
Hydon, Charles Henry, 33238, Pte., 12/11/18. 
Hymas, Alfred, 9401, L/Sgt., Fo & 
3rd Battalion. 
Hadley, John, 7979, Pte., d., F. & F., 28/12/14. 
Hadle’ 5, Pte., of w., Home, 23/12/14. 
Hadle James, 27608, Pte., Fo & F., 24/8/16. 
Hadle 0, LiCpl, F 18. 
Haigh, Sutcliffe, 42012, Pte., d. of w » 12/4/18. 


Hale, Arthur, 201451, Pte., FL & F., 20/9/18. 
Hale, Frederick, 20183, L/CpL, d. of w., Home, 1/10/16. 


6 


HONOUR. 
Halford, John, 16369, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 
Halford, Walter, 41633, Pte., Fo & 'F 21) (5/18. 


5 


Hall, Alfred, 150 a Ee & F., 2 
Hall, Charles, 16404, L/Cpl, 


Goole ee oF, 29/7/16. 


Hall, Ernest Freder: 1360, Pte., d. of w. » 10/11/18. 
Hall, Ernest John, 27354, Pte., : 14/10/16. 
Hall, Frederick, 1481], Pte 


Hall, George, 8245, Pte. 


Hall, Sidney, 9213, 1./ crt 

Hall, Thomas Gerald, 42013, Pte., & 
Hallward, Kenneth Leshe, Lt., F ie F. 
Hamlett, John, 13: Pte., F. '& F., 


Hammond, Joseph, 39820, Pte., M.M 8 F, , 104/18. 


Hammond, Thomas Daniel, 23493, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
5/9/16, 
Hancox, Charles, 15316, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/6/15. 
Handcocks, Charles John, 24809, Pte., F. & F. ‘5 8/18. 
Haney, James, 46155, Ptc.. d. of w., FL & F 27/9/18. 
Hanley, Francis, 8940, Pte. , 16/6/15. 
Hardiman, Walter William, 7486, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 
Harding, Henry Charles, 14524, Pte. & F., 28/4/16. 
Harding, John Lewis, 31416, Pte., = 21/8/16. 
Harding, Wilson, : F., 29/3/15. 
k, Al ‘21/10/14 


Hargrave, Sidney, 57246, 
Hargreaves, John, 3! 
Harker, William C °, 
Harper, George Ernest, 
Harper, Horace Henry 
Harper, John Edward, I ; 
Harrington, Edward, 17778, Pte. 
Harris, Charles William Henry, 7025, Pte. 
Harris, Frank Robert, 27119, Pte., 
Harris, Frederick Ernest, 
Harris, Frederick John, 57: 
Harris, George, 20050, Pte 
Harris, James, 7742, Nek 
Harris, James, 202721, 

Tfarris, William, 13098, te : 16/6/18 

Harris, William Thomas Henry, 33799, Pte... of w. 

5/8/17. 

Harcigans Alfred Douglas, 
Ifarrison, Charles George, 


, 2/11/16. 
1, FL & F., 22/7/18, 
F., 24/8/16. 
111/18. 


2 
& F., 20/10/14, 
16/7/16. 
12/3/15. 
*& B., 6/6/18. 


LR&F, 


11963, Pte., F 
57262, Pte., 


& F., 10/6/15. 
F. & F., 27/5/18. 


Harrison, Cyril Cazalet, F.& F,, 20/ 9/14, 

Harrison, ward, 11907, Pte., F&F. 23/10/14. 

Harrison, George Thomas, 35191, Pte., ‘a. of w., FL& F., 
22°4°17. 

Hart, George, 9181, Pte., d., F. & F., 10/5/15. 

Hartland, Joseph, 7888, Pte., F. & F., 20/10/14. 

Hartland, Joseph, 17974, Pte., F. & F., 3/3/15. 


Hartwell, Frederick Thomas, 15056, L/Sgt., F. & F., 9/10/16. 


Hassell, Willicm Henry, 29370, Pte., d. of F.& F., 7/10/16. 

Hastings-Medhurst, & F., 17/10, 14. 

Hatch n, John, 30/4:16. 

Hatton, George Hen: 7. ¢ F., 12/3/15. 

Hawkesford, Charles phen 8195, Pre., d. of w., F.& F., 
10-7; 16, 

Hawkins, Frank, 8364, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 


Hawkins, Joseph, 8082, Pte., 
Hawkins, Thomas Sidney, 11929, 
Hawkins, Victor Henry, 39821, 


Pt 


iG; 


Hawkins, Walter William, 41874, Pte. 
26/3/18. 
Hawkins, William, 36010, Pte., d. of w., Fo & F., 6;8/17. 
May, Albert, 9003, L/Cpl., F. & ms 19,9, 14. 
Pte., F. ' 

Pte., d. of w. 10,14, 
Haycock, George. 1334, Le 1, 
Haycox, John, 15064, Pt 
Hayes, Harry, 8186, L/Cpl., F 
Haylor, George, 8490, Pte., F. " 
Haywood, Alfred, 34040, Pte., F. & 
Haywood, Jesson, 7398, Pte., F. & 
Heap, William, 20945, Pte., F. & F., 
Heard, Charles, 9246, Pte., F. & F., ‘12/3/18. 
Heath, Alfred, 7947, Pte., ‘a. of w., "Home, 23/11/14. 
Heath, Ernest, 27, Pte., F.& is 
Heath, William, J2141, Pte, F. & F. , 16/6/15. 
Hedges, Arthur Percy, 23284, Pte., F.& F., 17/7/16. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Hough, Edward, 2 
Hough, John, 13: 
Houghton, Arthur, 
House, Ro seb ‘ 
House, Witham al, Pte, d 
Witham, 9601, Pte, & 
» Ecawin, 164l, Pte 


PE&F: 


weds ot w 


Hedges, Cecil Edgerton, 57380, Pte., d., Home, 
Heeks, Percy William, 20407, Pte., a 9 ; 
Heeley, Charles Henr . 

Heighton, Richard, 42 
Hember, William Stanley, Ae 
Hemming, Henry James, 1: 
Hemming, James, | 


Boake 


Hemmings, Frank, Hudson, Alban John 1 fe a ere 
Hemmings, John, 59604, Pu Hudson, Fl 6, Pie, F 15, 

Hemus, Donald George, L! Hudson, W 5 

Ilemus, Witham Henry Tlughes, C F 
Hennessey, William Ste Hughes, Jose: nh, 

Henry, Claude, Lt Hugh 


Henthorn, Joshua, ; Hall, 

Hepwortn, Benjamin Thomas, 27¢ P., 248516. Hulme, + 

Herbert, George Henry, 13254, Pte, Pod BL, 7b ld. Hampiries, 

Herbert, William, 42463, Pte., Po& F., 10,4, 1b. — Humohries, Geor, 

Heritage, William, 9454, Pte., oH Ot v , Home 18/3/15. Hunt, \lbert, 7654, 

Hewitt, George Edward, Capt., . Huat, Arciu » 23.5 1h 
Hewins, John Henry, 8274., bee & F., 23/9/15. Hunt, Waltey 


Hewett, Cecil, 15385, Pte., b 
Hibbs, Witham, 6751, Pe 
Hicks, John, 9551, Sgt. 


Hunt, Willie. 


LepL, d. of w., Ba F 


138. 


Hill, Alfred, 10130, Pte., F. ee 
Hill, Altred John, 12751, Cpl. c 2 Hutchinson, Bert, 38435, Pte., bb. & F.. 11,8717. 
Hill, Arthur Henry, 11508, L’Cpl., F. & F., 20/10/14. Hutchinson, Charles Frederick, 45191, Pte., d. of w. Boa F 


Hill, Athel, 18720, Cpl., F. & 
Hill, Edmund, if 
Hill, Ernest, 7958, L/Cpl., F. & 
Hill, George Wilhham, 21631, L/sg Hut, Frederick 
Hill, Harry Thomas, 50797, Pte. Hyde, Georg 
Hill, Hubert Alfred, 3v078, Pte ds fue GAB 22 re Hyde, Norman, 
Hill, Thomas, 13207, Drmr., I 2 

Hill, Thomas, 16787, Pte., | 
Hill, Thomas, 49340, Pte., 
Hill, Thomas, 42020, Pte., F 
Hall, Wilham Joseph, 17768, Pte. 
Hinds, Joseph, 10182 oie. * 
Hingley, - 
Hingley, Frank, "13157, Pe 
Hingley, Peter, 16491, Pte., 
Hinsley, Joseph William, 8120, Pte. 
Hinson, Alfred, 11450, Pte., 
Hipki: fe 
Hobbs, Wilham Charles, 5510, L/Cpl, 
Hodgetts, Alfred, 7339, Pte., d. of w., 


26 10,18. 
Hutchinson, Douglas Roy, 27¢ 
Tilly. 


, dof w., Fak, 


4th Battalion. 


Hack, Henry, 25430 Me JFL EF, 20/16. 

FL & F., 13/8/15. Hadden, Howard, WAT, 
Tfaddleton, Wilham bieary, : Boab ais 
Hadley, George, SOUL, Vs., Gallipoli, 68 15. 

Hadle alhpolr, 29 4,15 

Hale, Caleb, 10s 6, 13. 

Hale, Soloman ae 212 13. 
Mall, Albert, 8 
Hall, Alu 1, bcp, Calpe 
Hall, Edward, 38158, Pte. 
Hall, Ernest, 12418, Cpl. 


Hodgkinson, Arthur, 8129, Pte., d. are w., Hall, 4, Pu 

Hodgkiss, Puillip, 35215, Pte., Fo & F., Hall, 

Holden, Charles Henry, $62, Pte, FL& F., 10/418. Hall, William, 1 

Holden, Walter, 23282, Pte., d. of w., Fi& F., 20/4/18. Hallam, Frank, 41048, Pte 25 1 


.. Gallipoli, 6b 15. 
Iho 17 
, Gallips 


Holding, William Henry, 10843, 

Holdway, Francis George, 
25/10, 18. 

Holland, Frederick James, 14266, Pte., 

Holland, Silney William, 41876, Pte., d., 

Holliday, Brace Phillip, 31437, Pte., d. of v 


Bndsma, F. & F. 
, Pte., d. of w., 


Halling, Edward Wilham, 215: 

Hamer, Arthur Alfred, 4402 

Hamm ond, George Edmund Levag 
28/4/15. 

Hanvnond, Joseph, 11554, Pte 

Hatapson, William, 21407, 


sallipoli, 6,5,15. 
oli, 6 915 


Hollingshead, eels Cp, F.& 1} 1b. Hampton, Abraiuum, bry 4 pel, 65 15. 
Hollins, Phomas, 6250, eptat Fox F. Hancox, Berti Boe, Pte, Bo B., 1d, lu lo, 
Hollis, Christopher, 8219, Pte., F.& F., 27/5,18. Hancox, John, 1 , Pte, Gallipoli, 27,601 


Mz, Pte, Gallipeol 
y, 19002, P Home, 154/16. 
Thomas, 10922, Spt, Bo & 
Phomas, 1068, L/Cpl, Gallipoli, 2 
Mands, Victor, 10919, Pte., Gaiipoli, 1 
Hianman, Clement Jd. ot w. 
Mannell, Samuel, do of wes z, 
Hanson, Joseph, 9780, Pie. do ot we, Gallpol, 27.91 
Harb nest Willnim, FUSES, Pre. Gallipoli, | 
Harce Alfred Constantin : 
Hardeman, Joseph, 10355, Poo, : 
213005) Boe, Gallipoli, 6 6 Lo. 


Hollis, Frederick Herbert, 1st. 4, Pte, FL& F., 25/9, 18. Thane William Henr 
Hollis, Joseph, 34 3, 3 Is. 
Hollowell, Francis 
Holmes, Arthur, 8774, Pie 
Holmes, George, 8 
Homer, Cale : 
Homer, Wesley, 15700, Pte., F. 
Homer, Wilham, 201250, L/Cpl, 
Hood, William George, $8058, Pte. 
Hooper, Edwin, 37604, Pt c 
Hooper, Wilham, 11662, 5; 


Hope, Ernest A., 7795, f Z Hardere Kowhine 
erick Jacob, 2187 f& FL, 240 18. Hardiman, Alfred bebward, PE78 0, L Cpl. Gaily oa, 0% 
Hopkinson, Arthur, 42349, Pte., d.. F.& F., 9/11/18. Hardy, Edward, 03053, Pte, FP 
Horton, James Frederick, 23702, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., Hardy, Phomas, 22576, Pte., F _ as lols. 
5/9, 16. Arthur Le 213 Gall voli, 249 13. 
Horton, John, 34353, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/17. Hargreaves, William, “te FE $17. 
Horton, Wilham Francis, 15286, L/Cpl., d. of w., F.& F., Harper, (Basil, 177 Gallipoli, 28,4 


24/5/16. Harris, Harry, lat »BFL& F., Lilo 16. 
Hotchkiss, Thomas Edward, 4039), Pte., F.& F., 5, 10/18. t ‘Augustus 23055, L (Cpl. d. of w., ab a 
Hough, Albert, 53088, Pte., F.& F., 24,4/18. 
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Harris, James George, 27730, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/17. 

Harris, John, 15722, Pte., ealpoll: 4/6/15. 

Harris, Robert, 19945, Pte., d., Turkey, 13/9/17. 

Harrison, Bertie, 10296, Pte., ay of w., Gallipoli, 31/5/15. 
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Hemming, Henry, 19451, Pte 
Hemming, Percy William, 21 
Heskins, Charles, 18647, Pt 

Hicken, William, 
Hickman, Jos 
Hicks, Frank Llewe ul n, 45471, 
Hiden, Freer }larri 
Higgins, Horace, 2 
Hill, Albert, 34711, 
Hill, Cecil Henry 
Hill, George, 16037, 
Hill, Thom: 
Hill, Thomas 
Hill, Walter, 
Hill, William 
Hinchmore, 
Hine, Arthur, 
Hine, Jobn, 
Hingley, Ge ‘offre a 
Hinton, Arthur, J¢ 
Hitchen, Robert, 
Hitchings, Albert 
Hobson, John, 22713, 


F., 29/11/15, 
39900, wie 
dward, 
oseph, 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Hodkin, Arthur, 42845, Pte..d., F.& F,, 12/4/18, 
Hogg, Reuben, 30609, Pte., d. of w, F&F, 12/2/17, 
Holden, John, 201078, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18, 
Holland, William Charles, 15820, L/ gt. F.& F., 3/7/16, 
Holt, Thomas Lester, 15364, Sgt., F.& F., 
Hopkins, William James, 18643, Pte., F. & F., 4/9/16. 
Hopton, Edward George, 46077, Pte., d. of w., FL & F., 
6/11/17, 
Horbon, Roland, 19831, Pte. d. of w., F. & F., 6/8/16, 
Horton, Henry Norman, 36726, Pte, F&F, 6/5/17, 
Houghton, Walter, 21916, Pte. F.& F., 
Howard, Isaac Thomas, 1 
Howell, Leonard James, 22563, Pte. d. of w., 
Hucker, Herbert Leslie, 41690, Pte. 
Huckfield, Arthur, 241556, Pte., F. 
Hughes, Albert, 42733, Pte. F. & F, 
Hughes, Edward, 20578, Pte., F. & 3/7/16. 
Hughes, Leonard, 17195, Pte, d Fi& 29/8/18. 
Hughes, Walter Thomas, 235245, Pte, F_& F. 22/3/18. 
Humphries, Thomas Albun, 20438, Pte. F. - 
Hunt, Arthur Cecil, 36445, Pte., d. of w. 
Hunt, Jeremiah, 42351, Pte., dF. & F., 26/ 
Hunt, Sydney, 203762, Pte., d. of w., FL & 
Hyde, Walter Edward, 9031, Pte. d., F, & Se 
Hyde, William, 18492, Sgt, F.& F., 24/3/18. 


Tith Battalion. 


Hancox, Arthur, 21162, Pte. d., Salonica, 13/10/18. 
Harbun, Thomas, 16353, Pte., d., Salonica, 28/9/16. 
Harding, John, 22027, L/Cpl., Salonica, 26/4/17. 
Harper, Alfred Edward, 34776, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Harrington, Joseph, 27399, Pte., Salonica, 12/4/17, 
Harris, Jim, 22789, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17, 
Harris, John, 22826, Pte., Salonica, 4/8/17, 
Harris, William Edward, 16168, Sgt., Salonica, 12/10/16, 
Hart, Sidney Joseph, 38308, Pte., Salonica, 15/2/1 
Hartwell, David John, 17853, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17, 
Hassell, Josiah, 29055, Pte., Salonica, 31/3/17. 
Haynes, Ernest, 17103, L/Cpl., Salonica, 24/4/17, 

y Salonica, 4/9/16, 
d., Salonica, 12/10/18, 
Salonica, 19/10/18. 
Salonica, 11/1218, 
, Salonica, 12/10/16, 
Salonica, 12/10/16, 
Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 95/17, 


14th Battalion. 
Hackett, Charles, 20072, Pte., d. of w., 


18/6/18. 


F., 21/3/18, 
7/8/17, 


Hodgk: 
Holden, Arth 


F.& F., 23 10/17, 


Ist Battalion. 


Ingles, Charles, 8534, Pte. F. & F., 1 
Ireland, William, 15357, Pte. F. & F. 
Isaac, Arthur Whitmore, 2/1. a & 
Isaacs, Alexander, 14438, Pte. F. & 

Isaacs, George Henry, 9542, Pte., FL & 


2nd Battalion, 
Insall, John, 1 3, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Insh, Frank, 216, Pte. F.& F., 
Isaacs, Ehas Edgar, 51543, Pte., F. 
3rd Battalion. 
Iddon, Hugh Bridge, 57368, Pte., Fo & F., 26.4°18. 


Ingram, Arthur Edward, BROS, Pte, 
Ingram, Herbert Charles, 13298, P 
I 965 


5/11/16 
1/1/15. 
TT, 
8, Log. 
+ HDL IS. 


3 
E 


& F., 315/17, 
2,7; 


ies 
Reginald Lewis, 2: 


4th Battalion. 


Pbbotson, John George Eaton, 17815, Pte LFLG& F, 
Ivamy, George 


. 18 10 16, 
Frederick, 19670, Sgt, Bok an eee te 
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Harris, Reginald Kevin, 21158, Pte, 
Hart, George, 40886, Pte., d. of w., 
Hartnoll, James Henry, 41731, Ptc., F 
Hawkins, Albert George, 42823, Pre. 


F&F 42 
13118, 
F&F. 155.18 


Hickman, Frederick William, 25820, 1 Cpl. d.ctw Fg 


9/11/17. 
Hill, Benjamin, 46288, Pto.. d. of w. 


Hodgetts, John, 25815, ‘dd, FL & Fog i¢ 

Hodgetts, Silas Joseph, » Pte. do of wk 4 
9/1/17. 

Helland, Albert William, 36213, Pre., 

Hollick, Henry, 29706, Pte, do of wk 


Hughes, William Horace, 202447, Pt Sul 
Hulme, Alfred, 45864, Pte, Fla dboaivy i7 


F&F. 31318 


F 


Reserve Battalions, ete. (Died at Home. 


Hadley, Arthur, 21517, Pte., 28.315 (Sth Bn + 
Halford, John Albert, 3913, 
Hallam, George, 21933, Pte., 
Harding, George, 9694, Pte., 69/15 (6th Bn). 
Harper, Charles, 47080, Pte., 4:5/17 (15th Ibn, 
Harrison, Charles, 25484, LICE, & 6 17 iT cpet 
Harrison, John, 11006, 27/4/17 (51. Bo. i 
Harwood, Thomas, 9779, Pte, 9 7 156th Ens 
Hewitt, William, 37500, Pte., 1111 V7 (13th Ka: 
Hobis, Richard, 63710, Pte., 1-7 18 (Ist Gn. bry 
Holles, Joseph, 9407, Set. 26217 de Pou 
Romrfray, Richard Pophin, Capt, 
Horton, George, 89x6 Pte, 5.9 15 (13th br 
Hunipage, Henry 72, Pte. 9 4.17 (oth Bn 
Hunt, Gilbert Charles, 45966, Pte. 12 Ae 


MV 15 (ota Bn. 


LOL, w3 bis 3sq 


SR Is 3th ess 


5 


Hutt, Herbert Henry, 5376, Pte., 28:7,16 13 ath bi 


Hyett, George, 51688, Pte., 
Other Units. 


Halley, Jack J., Lt., att. M G.C., 26 ‘7/16, 

Harley, John, Lt. - att. UK.OS.B., 4/615 

Hart, Clifford John, Capt., att. RE C9816 

Heyworth, Peter George, 2 Lt., att. 57th DME 
12/5/17, 

Hilton, Murray Venables, Col. Cn dg. 


10/1u, 18 (Ist Gn. Br 


ThE Dar 


1/1th Battalion. 


Ingles, Charles, 200584, 1. Set., Fi & F..910 17 


d 


2/7th Battalion. 
Impey, ward David, 202571, 1. Cpl, do ot wit 
5/12/17, 
1/8th Battalion. 
Ibbs, John Thomas, 2/1... d. of io ON OE Sistas 
Ingram, Charles 2068, Pte, FL & 7. x 
28th Battalion. 
Ince, Albert John, 241455, Bus 
Innis, Harry John, 3195, Pte, webe de 
9th Battrtion. 
Lesvard, 12720, L Cpt, Galhpeh, 
Iwatts, George, 3787, 1 Cpl ¢ i 
Izod, Thomas Charles, 20312, Pte ; a 


coo 


‘t@ 


1 


ROLL OF HONOUR, 


10th Battalion. 
Ives, Joseph Thomas, 3998, Pte., d., F. & F., 21/6/18. 
11th Battalion. 


Ingles, Charles Edward, 16111, Pte., d., Salonica, 10/4/18. 


1st Battalion. 


Jackson, Richard, 8391, Set., F.& F, 
acubs, Morris, 2743, Pte, Fea F, 
acques, Stephen, ; F.& F., 
aqques, Thomas Henry, 23226 Pte, dof ww, 
Jos la. 
James, Albert Falward, 37820, Pte 
ames, Alfred Palward, 701, Pte 
aes, Merridith Cuarles Clifton, 
27ylo Le, 

arvis, Thomias, 46275, Pte. 
oper, Frank, 35436, Pte 
Jetenes, Altted: Jo K 
tey, Waiter, 31 
aks, James, J 
onines, John, 13d 
ion Clement, 42597, Pte, 
sunson, Henry, 2) Pte, dd orw, 
Jonnson, Frederik dhomas, 34721 
yon, Frank Hlareld, 34807, Pte 
sunoon, Walter Ernest, 1410, Pte. 
mes, Cadwalader, 340 Pie, d oof w, 
Jones, kdar Charles, 4 $8. Pte. do of w., F. 
nes, b wooo, Pre, bow bk. i ho 18, 
mes, Frederick, 27613, Pt B 
mes, George Mitred, 4 
Jones, George Standes 
tones, Harry, su 
Jones, Henry, 187 
Jones, Henry Felix, 4 
ones, James, Go41, 1 : 3 
Jones, James Wilaam Edward, 11 
W716 

ones, Joshua, 19630, Pte, 
mes, Samuel, 8807, Pte, 
fones, Tnomas, 
tones, Themas. 
Tones, Th 
jones, Walter 
Jones, Waiiiam 
(ones, Wa tian 


143.15. 


31717. 
10.7, 16. 
F.& F., 


idofw, 
Fa 


a 


FL& F. 66 18. 


20917. 
Is 1015, 


FaF, 
F&k., 


San, Pte, 
Hos Bue OB, 
fern k, Soob, Pte, 
od Pte d otw boa Bk, 
Cn es 2 Or 


dof wi, F 
2a ls, 


1 >, Wallnam ee ee a 
Jones, Willian 2 woh 2b 10 17. 
Jordan, Ailan 2 © eT 16 

Jordan. Artnur Stanies tc do otw., F&F, 


Po Oe ee 


Jordan, John Archibald, i, Pte Bo& F243 Is. 


Jordan, Thomas, Pld Pte boa bo ba Lt 14. 
Jordan, Walter, 2ezto8 Pte bo o& F381 7,17 
Juseph, Evan, 9Isu, set) DOOM, dof wi, Home, 6219, 
MOM. 
fukes, bdward, 5285,0 SM, F&F, 23 11 14. 
Fustice, George Fdward, Thto2, Pte bo& F, 94,16, 
2nd Battalion. 
aw okoonm Lois, 73s Pre do of wo PO& F401 14. 
ackoon, Thomas, bsouk) Pre FoaA bE , lo nn 1S 
acobs, Padlwin Charles 43 Pues bow b, 2o ods 
n Richard Southwell, 47618, Poe, PO& F., 
AF VET 15 
ab 2b Is 
Artour a r ae 3 Is 


M Apancat 
Join Piomas, 


The 


& F551, 
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14th Battalion. 
Inwood, Cecil Stanicy, 29753, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/5/17. 
Other Units. 


Irvine, Harold, Lt., att. 1/R.Mun.Fus., d. of w., 29/6/15. 


Jennings, Thomas Augustus, 9327, Pte., F. & F., 20/7/16. 
Jewkes, Benjamin, 19839, Pte., d., F. & F., 2/11/17, 
Jewkes, Wilham, 14979, Pte., B.d& F., 4/11/16, 
Jeynes, Arthur George, 3U8x4, Pte., F. & F., 25/9/17. 
eys, Joseph, 24061, Pte., F. & F., 3/11/16. 
ohnson, Anthony, M.C., 2/Lt., F. & F., 13/4/18. 
Johnson, Kichard Norman, 41807, Pte., F. & F., 
Johnson, Thomas, 10409, Pte., F. & F., 207/16. 
Jollitie, Francis Edward, 57654, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Jolly, James Luff, 57651, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/18. 
Jones, Aaron, 9459, Pte., F. & F., 20,9, 14. 
Jones, Albert, 9109, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/14. 
Jones, Albert, 22, Pte., F. & F., 24,8/16. 
Jones, Albert Henry, 11345, L,Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
Vila. 
Jones, Edgar Frederick, 24188, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 24/4; 18. 


13/4/18. 


Jones, Ermest, 24357, 1 Cpl., F. & 174/17. 

Jones, George, 23356, Pte., F. & F., 21,5/17. 

Jones, Harry Benbow, 240405, Pte., F. & F., 16/4,18. 
Jones, Henry, 7739, Pte., d., F. & F., 25 12/14. 

Jones, James Albert, F.& F., ‘360/16. 
Jones, Job Ernest, 112) Fi& F., 20 9,14. 


Jones, John Henry, 57616, 
Jones, Kowland John, 
Jones, Thomas Wilitam, 2 
Jones, William Frederick 
Jordan, William Henry, 
Joyce, Wilham Kichard, 4 
Joyner, Albert William, ae: Pte 
Judd, Harry, 204021, Pre. Faw 
Juggins, Charles Henry, aii Pte., 


,d. of w, F.& F., 30, 10/18. 
77, Lie.. 2 


F. & F., 23/9/15. 


3rd Battalion. 
Jackson, James Horton, 46285, Pte., F.& F., 11/4/18. 
Jackson, Rucben, 28768, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 11/8/17. 
Jackson, Thomas, 60675, Pte.. F.& F711 


4. 
17. 


Nathanel, 40241, 
Ibert, 1074, Pte., 
fdwin, 9184, Pte 
rs, John Henry, 30833, ie 


fee 4 


James 
James, Willham Joseph, 42 


, Pte, 


Jarvis, Joseph, , Pte 
Jarvis, Thon.as, 
Jay, Wilham, 
Jetferies, Wiliam, ¢ 
Jefferson, Willam, 
Jelfs, Lewis John, eRe 
Jelley, Charles Edward, 6059, Pte 
Jenkins, Joseph, Pre., 

Jennings, Albert, 3U446, Pte, 

Jennings, Henry Arthur, 2 It 
Jerome, Wiliam John, 13303, Pte., 
Jervis, Willi . Pte, Fo & 

Johnson, Ernest J » 41835, P ee 

10 4°18 

Jehnson, Henry, 
Johnson, Joseph, 


F&F, 
B&F BS, 


a | 


13018, Pte, d., 


7N29, Set Boab, TIL. 


Johnson, Sidney) Wilham, 16s 16/6/17. 
Jobnson, Wilfred: brnest, 2142 28/7)15, 
Johnson, William, 7 


Johnson, Witham, 
Johnson, William, 
Jones, Albert: Jame 
Jones, Alfred, 84 
Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Charles, 
Jones, Charl 
Jones, David, 
Jones, Edwin, | 


S dlotwl 
7, Pie, Fo E. 16,6 
Tw fo 4 17 

wb 104 18. 


Pow K,, , 10,4,18. 


wk ds ts. 
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Jones, Elias, 9736, Pte., F. & F., 22/5/16. 


Jones, Francis Maynard Harvey, 2/Lt., M.C., d. of w., F. & F., 


19/6/17. 

Jones, Frank, 7488, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/14. 

Jones, Frederick, 204109, Pte., d., of w., F. & F., 7/6/18. 
Jones, George Charles, 7231, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 23/5/16. 
Jones, Harold, 16231, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/6/15. 
Jones, Harry, 5802, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/10/14. 

Jones, Henry, 9025, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/2/15. 

Jones, Henry, 14449, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 13/7/16. 

Jones, John, 12862, L/Cpl., F. & F., 13/10/14. 
Jones, Jonathan Benjamin, 23288, Pte., F. & F., 
Jones, Joseph, 228421, Pte., F. & F., 3/9/16. 

Jones, Joseph, 39540, 'Pte., F.& F., ‘9/10/16. 

Jones, Russell, 2/Lt., F. & F,, 3/9/16. 

Jones, Samuel, 14927, Pte., F. & F. , 26/9/15. 

Jones, Thomas, 24683, Pte., F. & F, 10/4/18. 
Jordan, Henry, 16379, L/Cpl., F. & F., 16/6/15. 
Jordan, John, 9854, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 

Jordan, Lamech, 16368, Pte., F. & F., 9/6/15. 
Joynes, Cyril, 13123, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/3/15. 


10/7/16. 


Jukes, Thomas, 11856, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 19/6/15. 
4th Battalion. 
Jabbitt, Francis Charles, 20520, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


Jackson, Arthur, 11722, Pte., d. of, w., at sea, 7/8/15. 

Jackson, Arthur Claude Randolph 8545, L/Cpl., d. of w., 
Gallipoli, 11/5/15. 

Jackson, John, 21152, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Jackson, Walter, 8352, Cpl., Gallipoli, 19/6/15. 

Jackson, Walter John, 23021, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


Jacques, George Thomas, 19027, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 


3/10/16. 
Jacques, William Edward, 10516, Pte., Gallipoli, 29/4/15. 
Jagger, John, 11558, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/8/15. 
Jarvis, John, 21294, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Jarvis, Vincent Mark, 12320, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Jayes, Charles, 25409, Pte., d., F. & F., 13/5/16. 
Jeavons, George, 19286, Pte., F. & F., ‘29 '9! 18. 
Jenkins‘ John Edward, 241087, Pte., F. & ¥., 30/11/17. 
Jenkins, William, 21999, Pte., d., Alexandria, 12/10/15. 
Jenkinson, Bertie, 13431, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Jepson, Arthur, 8899, Cpl., d., Mesopo tamia, 16/6/16. 
Jewkes, Joseph, 19561, Pte., Gallipoli, 16/10/15. 
Jeynes, Frederick, 7756, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Jinks, Ernest, 5699, Pte., d., Turkey, 5/2/17. 
Johns, George Ernest, 21616, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/ 
Johnson, Edwin Bert, 50440, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Johnson, Henry Edward, 11772, L/Cpl., 
Johnson, i 2 i 
Johnson, athan, 23763, Pte., 
Johnson, Samuel, 41059, Pte., - 
Johnson, Vernon Dockeray, 48114, L/c pl, dof w. 
20/10/18. 
Johnson, ‘William George, 40401, 
2/2/17. 
Jones, Albert George, 24825, Pte,. d. of w., F.& F 
Jones, Douglas Grainger, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Jones, Frank, 13142, Pte., Ga/lipoli, 6/8/15. 
Jones, Frederick Heber, 40070, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/10/18. 
Jones, George Alfred, 20052, Pte., d. of w. Alexandria, 6/10/15. 
Jones, Harry Edward 46160, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 18/6/18. 
Jones, Harry George James, 41519, Pte., ‘d. of w. TF& iy 
1/12/17. 
Jones, Kenerick, 194 2, Pte., 
Jones, Noah, 34129, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Jones, Samuel, 20133, Pte., d., Turkey, 10/2/17. 
Jones, Sidney James, 36041, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Jones, Thomas Reginald, 37848, Pte., F.& F., 3/12'17. 
Jones, Tom Bennett, 235369, L/Sgt., F. & G 
Jones, William, 5511, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/ : 
Jones, William, 21392, Pte Gallipoli, 6/S'15. 
Jones, William Fdwin, 3, L!Cpl., Gallipoli, 30; 
Jones, William Henry, 21598, Pte., d. of w. i 
Josephs, Frederick Albert, 12680, Pte., F 
Josey, William Alfred, 42453, Pte., F. . 
Jowers, Albert Victor, 10 Pte., Gallipol 
Joyce, Charles, 13493, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6 f 
Joyce, Patrick, 19370, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 26/11/15, 


-, 20/6/18. 
| 6/8/15. 


LF.&F, 
Pte., d. 


of w., 


F.&F., 


-, 16/6/18, 


Gallipoli, 26/8/15. 


632 


1/Tth Battalion. 


Jackson, George, 41470, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Jay, Archibald Frederick, 1855, Pte., F. & F., 25,8/16. 
Jeavons, Joseph, 3976, Pte., F. & F., 1/5/16. 

Jenkins, Arthur, 2572, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/10/15. 
Jenks, William Richard Lee, 200808, Pte., F. & F., 1,4,17. 
Jennings, Arthur, 204578, Fte., d., Home, 8/11/18. 
Jeynes, Albert, 203730, L/Cpl., F. & F., 
Johnson, George, 2768, Pte., d., F. & 
Jones, Harry, 203835, Cpl., d. of w., 
Jones, John Reginald, 2072, L/Cpl, 
Jones, Leonard, 203834, Pte., F.&F 

Jones, Richard, 2581, Pte., F.& F., 7/3/15. 
Jones, William, 202724, Pte., F.& F., 25/4/17. 
Jordan, George Valentine, 203103, Pte., Fsicek., 
Jordan, John Edward, 2/Lt., F. & F., d. 2 9:2, D6. 


9/10/17, 


TAR 1, 


2/Tth Battalion. 


Jeavons, Albert, 3585, Pte., F. & F., 31/8/16. 

Jennings, William James, 200385, Pte., d. of w., F.&F, 
18/8/17. 

Johnston, Leslie, 2/Lt., F. & F., d. of v 

Jones, John Thomas, 3911, Pte., F. & 

Jones, Joseph, 1859, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/ 


1/8th Battalion. 


Jeffery, Herbert William, 260103, Pte. 
Jones, Edwin Harold, 3583, Pte., 
Jones, Frank, 3036, Pte., d. of w. ce 
Jones, Frederick, 241031, Cpl. 


_F &F., Li. 


Jones, Harold Edward, 201842, Pte., d. of w., F&F, 
11/10/18. 
Jones, Thomas Henry, 241659, L/Cpl., d. of w., F.& F. 
21/8/17. 
Jones, Thomas Lewis, Lt., F. & F., d. of w., 10,10, 18. 
Jones, Walter, 63533, Pte., F. & F., 23,1018. 
Jotcham, Walter Morse, 2iLt., F.& F., 19,8 17. 
Joyce, Richard, 12969, Cpl, F.&F., 9/10; 7. 
2/8th Battalion. 
Jackson, Stewart Spiers, M.C., 2/Lt., F. & F., 21/3.18 
Jackson, William, 260337, Pte., &F |, S/IZALT. 
Jago, Ernest Lancelot, 57923, Pte., Fl& F., 107 18. 


James, Edgar William, 2135, 
James, John E., 263013, Pt 
Jauncey, William, 241272, Pt 
Jenkins, Albert Henry, 
23/4/18. 

Johns, Albert, 242048, Pte, F.& F., 24 
Jones, Albert Trimnell, 57927, Pte., F. 
Jones, Ernest, 241910, Pte., d.. F.& F., 
Jones, Evan Tom, 43634. Pte, d., F&F 
Jones, John Frederick, 20x, Pte. FL & 
Jones, John Henry, peri Pte, 
Jones, Norman, 44072, Pte 
Jones, Reginald Cecil, 240823, Pte., 


.&F., 


2.618. 
Sth Battalien. 


Jackson, Charles, 241170, Pte., India, 8,10/18. 
Jacobs, William, 34086, Pte., *alehovolati 
James, Edwin, 27051, Pte., Mesopotamia, 
James, Thomas George, 209 8, L/Cpl, Mesopotamia, 


Jarvis, Edward, 30298, Pte. sopotamia 
Jasper, Harry, 30246, Pte., Mesopotamia, 


Jauncey, William, 20418, Pre. 
Jenden, Ernest 
Jenkins, Gwilym 

‘ George 


d. at sea, 31, 
|, Mesopotamia 
fesopotam) 
Gallipoli, 15 10-15. : 
Mesopotamia, 25 117, 
Galhpoit, 1s 
» Mesopotanna, 27,8 Is 
Meson otamia, 204.16 
, Mesepetar a. 


21 tee Pte, 
Henry William, 31004, Pte. 

Alfred Frederick, 9785, Pte 
Johnson, Walter, 14792, Pte. d 
Jones, Albert, 19274, Pte., 
Jones, Arthur William, 24415, Pte., d. of w. 


Jobnson, 


26/1/17. 
Jones, Bert, 


394, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14,9, 18. 
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ones, Charles Samuel, 14430, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

ones, Clifford, 14877, Pte., d., Home, 29/1/15. 

mes, Cuthbert, 15270, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

mes, David Ernest, 30834, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

ones, George, 22579, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 6/4/16. 

ones, Herbert Edward, 17528, Pte., d. of w., Mcsopotamia, 
16/2/17. 

mes, John, 13709, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 29/7/15. 

mes, John, 34056, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

mes, Joseph Maurice, 2/Lt., Mesopotamia, 15/2/17. 

mes, Richard, 18398, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 

mes, Walter, 30033, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15/12/16. 

mes, William, 13644, Pte., d. of w., Gallipolli, 10/8/15. 

mes, William, 13688, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 19/4/16. 

mes, William, 19351, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/11/15. 

mes, William, 19656, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/7/15. 

‘selin, John, 15154, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

ikes, Alfred, 26944, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 13/9/18. 


10th Battalion. 


ckson, Sidney John, 44230, Pte., d. of w., Home, 5/7/18. 
mes, John, 42257, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 

mes, Ralph Harry. 30743, L/Cpl., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

mes, William, 15596, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/16. 

rrett, Harry, 39632, Cpl., F. & F., 10/11/16. 

ley, Joseph Charles, 30710, Pte., d., F. & F., 19/4/17. 
nnings, Richard William, Lt., d. of w 
hnson, Charles, 42735, Pte., F. & F., 6. 
hnson, Robert, 39989, Pte., F. & F., 18/ 
nes, Albert, 14928, L/Cpl., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

nes, David, 57522, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 13/5/18. 
nes, George, 26980, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 

nes, George Henry, 16545, Pte., F. & F., 26/2/16. 
nes, Harold, 18966, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

nes, Harry, 16573, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 


nes, Harry, 39992, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/16. 
nes, Henry, 10696, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/10/16. 
nes, Henry, 19338, Pte., F. & F., 18/11/16. 


nes, James, 39990, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/17. 
nes, Job Oliver, 15601, Pte., F. & F., 4/9/16. 
nes, Joseph, 201663, L/Cpl., F. & F., 22/3/18. 


1st Battalion. 


mdall, Thomas Henry, 9779, L/Cpl., F. & F., 17/8/17. 

mny, William, 9223, Pte., F. & F., 14/1/15. 

nt, Frederick Charles, 2/1. F.& F., 5/7/17. 

vte, Thomas, 29949, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 

lick, Lionel Harold, 10827, L/Cpl, d. of w., F. & F., 
17/5/17. 

nch, Horace Victor, 51266, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

ng, George Francis, 15802, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
4/10/17. 

ng, Harry, 8801, Pte., F. & F., 8/7/16. 

ng, John ward, 12305, Pte., F. & F., 11/3/15. 

ngs, Edward William, 21189, L/Cpl., F. & F., 28/10/16. 

rby, Frederick, 9589, Ptc., F. & F., 13/8/16. 

tkwood, David, 55187, Pte., d., F. & F., 30/5/18. 

tton, William, 40521, Pte., F. & F., 17/8/17. 

tchen, Charles, 29803, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 25/8/16. 

light, Ernest Walter, 11924, Pte., F. & F /5/15. 

rowles, Francis Robert, 12756, Pte., F.& F., 13/3/15. 

rowles, Frederick, 23291, L/Cpl, D.C.M., F. & F., 1/6/18. 

lowles, Joseph, 22051, Pte., F. & F., 26/2/17. 

iowles, Wilfred, 30193, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/11/17. 


2nd Battalion. 


ally, James, 57240, Pte., F. & F., 24/9/18. 

2mp, John Wilfred, 30084, Pte., F. & F., 24/9/17. 
yon, George Walter, 43839, Pte., F. 11/18. 
F., 28/10/14. 
20°7/16, 


F.& F., 19/4/18. 
ng, Richard, 7560, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/14. 
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Jones, Lawrence William, 27887, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 
Jones, Mark, 201929, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/5/18. 
Jones, Penry, 2/Lt., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Jones, Richard, 22611, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Jones, Samuel, 39991, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 31/10/16. 
Jones, Stanley Fred, 15839, L/Cpl., F. & F., 3/7/16. 
Jones, Stephen, 40140, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/12/16. 
Jones, Tom, 23290, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Jones, Thomas Edward, 15751, Pte., d., Home, 29/5/15. 
Jowett, James Arthur, 235156, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Jukes, Albert John, 21496, Pte., F. & F., 24/3/18. 


11th Battalion. 


James, George Henry, 30996, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Jay, Henry, 202992, Pte., d., Salonica, 16/10/18. 

Jenkins, Frank, 21564, Cpl., Salonica, 13/8/17. 

Jennings, Robert Nathaniel, 1612], Pte. Jonica, 12/10/16. 
Johnson, Aaron, 18176, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 

Jones, George I'rederick, 19313, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Jones, Iver, 18316, L/Cpl., Salonica, 24/4/17. 

Jordan, Alfred, 16348, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 28/4/17. 


14th Battalion. 


James, Arthur Averiss, 11269, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
14/4/18. 

Jerome, William, 29767, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/10/16. 

Joiner, Ralph, 43838, Pte., F. & F., 12/4/18. 

Jones, James, 39479, I./Cpl., d., F. & F., 2/11/18. 

Jones, Leslie Walter, 57179, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/6/18. 

Jones, Tom, 26130, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 31/10/17. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Home). 


James, Benjamin, 46274, Pte., 3/9/17 (5th Bn.). 
Jesson, John 21664, Pte., 7/5/15 (6th Bn.). 
Johnson, William John, 38215, Pte., 16/2/17 (6th Bn.). 


Other Units. 
Jenkinson, John Wilfred, Capt., att. R. Fus. 4/6/16. 


King, William, 30988, Pte., d., F. & F., 3/9/18. 

Kings, Jason John, 26938, Pte., F. & F., 10/12/17. 

Kington, Reginald Roberts, 57 Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Kirby, Charles, 12818, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Kirby, James, 9425, Pte., F. & F., 5. 

Kirk, John, 12913, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/14. 

Kirkman, Harry, 8612, Cpl., F. & F., 7/12/15. 

Kite, Leonard John, 29578, Pte., F. & 29/9/18. 

Kitsull, John, 22247, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 

Knight, Herkert Harry, 24216, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
17/2/16. 

Knight, Noah, 19798, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 8/8/16. 

Knight, Victor John, 203344, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/17. 

Knight, Walter, 26096, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Kyte, Edward, 11870, Pte., d. of w., Home, 30/10/14. 


3rd Battalion. 


Kain, William, 8351, L/Cpl., F. & F., 19/9/14. 

Kauntze, Cedric Ernest Wheldon, Lt., F. & F., 1/10/15. 

Keates, William, 11946, L/Cpl., F. & F., /8/16. 

Keating, Patrick, 9788, Pte., F. & F., 7/2 

Keeling, Samuel James, 27401, Pte., F.& F., 16/6/17. 

Kelly, Thomas, 14076, Pte., F. & F., 28/4/16. 

Kemp, Harry, 8751, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 19/10/14. 

Kennedy, John Joseph, 23292, Pte., F.& F., 6/9/15. 

Kenny, John, 13799, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 14/7/16. 

Kent, Richard William, 7424, L/Cpl., F. & F., 7/11/14. 

Kenwrick, Walter, 24905, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 

Kerrod, Frederick Cyril, 42359, Pte., d. of w., F.& F. 
11/4/18. 

Kettle, Daniel, 7777, Cpl., F. & F., 13/10/14. 

Keyte, Charles Hubert, 27819, Pte., F. & F., 22/8/16. 

Kimberley, Alfred William, 11361, Sgt., d. of w., F.& F., 
15/9/16. 
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King, George, 12397, Drmr., F. & F., 2/1/16. 

King, Harry, Capt., F. & F., 3/9/16. 

King, Herbert William, 13390, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
King, William Henry, 9247, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/16. 
King, William James, 23229, Pte., F. & F., 29/4/16. 
Kings, Arthur Louis, 10100, Pte., F. & F., 21/9/14. 
Kneller, Alfred Ernest, 31695, Cpl., F. & F., 8/8/18. 
Knight, Thomas, 21308, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/16. 

Knott, Joseph Henry, 9719, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/4/15. 
Knott, Sydney James, 2/Lt., d. of w., F. & F., 8/7/16. 


4th Battalion. 


Kears, Frederick, 22707, Pte., F. & F., 15/6/18. 

Keating, John, 7936, Sgt., Gallipoli, 17/12/15. 

Keck, Algernon, 48132, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 7/12/17. 

Keen, William, 23001, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Kelly, James, 23559, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 23/4/18. 

Kendall, Jabez, 11663, Sgt., D.C.M., d. of w., F. & F., 26/10/18 

Kendall, William, 39690, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Kencaly, George, 7189, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Kennett, Charles, 10368, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 6/6/15. 

Kennett, William, 18894, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/17. 

Kerslake, Leonard, 42101, L/Cpl., F. & F., 14/10/18. 

Kestiton, Joseph, 15473, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 

Kettley, Abiatha, 19994, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/18. 

Key, George Colebrook, 6524, C.S.M., d. of w., 
26/9/18. 

Keyte, William, 13101, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 

Kilpack, Ernest, 22725, Pte., Gallipoli, 2/11/15. 

Kimpton, James Frederick, 6102, Sgt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Kinchen, William Dennis, 25316, Pte., F. & F., 30/5/17. 

King, Henry, 12996, Pte., Gallipoli, 29/4/15. 

Kingma, William Nicholas, 11084, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Kings, Arthur, 12367, Pte ue eupel 6/8/15. 

Kirk, Reginald, 25311, P' ahs & F., 13/5/16. 

Kirkin, Thomas John, 397: & F., 18/10/16. 

Kite, William, 23010, Pte 

Knight, Charles Henry, 

Knight, Ernest, 5176 

Knight, Frederick, 102: 

Knight, John Henry, 

Knight, Reginald, | 

Knight, William, 109. 

Knock, George, 10018, Pte. 

Knock, Williain, 10619, Pte., 


F.& F., 


Gallipoli, 4/6, 15. 
F., 24/10/16. 


5 


altipol, 6/8/15, 
& EL, 8001/17, 
a lu; 17. 


F. ‘é E 
1/Tth Battalion. 
Kings, Harold, 2380)2 Vte., F. 
Knight, Samuel, 201722, L/Sgt., 
Knowles, William, 41465, Pte., 
Kyle, Alfred, 4830, Pte., d. of w., F. & 
2/Tth Battalion. 


F&F, 
d. of w., 


Kennymore, William, 3784, Pte., 
Knight, Thomas, 200408, L/Cpl., 


1/8th Battalion. 


Kemsley, William Edward, 242608, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
6/10/18. 


Kerwood, Philip Malcolm, Lt., F. & F., 25/6/15. 


Kilgour, Frank, 4182, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 31/3/16. 
Kilsby, Frank, 2530, Cpl., i 
King, Harold Dudley, 2/L' : , 6 18. 
King, Sidney Tom, 241966, L/Cpl., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
1st Battalion. 
Lake, Albert, 203117, L/Cpl., F. & F. 
Lamb, Arthur William, 11452, Pte., 13, 3/15. 


ees George, 8976, Pte., 
Lambert, James, 18085, Pte., 
Lampitt, James, 17251 L/Cpl., 
Lane, Gcorge Percy, 17789, L, Meare 
Lane, Robert Henry, 36439, Pte., F. &r.,4 
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King, Wilfred John, 242271, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10 10.1". 
Kings, Cyril Bernard, 241665, Pte., F.& F., 18/8/16. 
Kings, John, 2494, L/Cpl., F. & F., 31/5/15. 

Knight, Arthur William, 20372, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 19,10 i: 


2/8th Battalion. 


ie George, 235248, Cpl., d. of w., F.aF, 
11/18. 
Keen, William John, 52524, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 14418 
Kemish, Wilfred, 2160, L/Cpl., F. & F., 8/12/16. 
Kent, George Albert, 5587, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 7/12 16. 
King, Henry John, 260300, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., J 1 is 
Kirkaldy, Thomas James, 44319, Cpl., F.& F., 26.3 
Knight, Albert John, 43395, Pte., F. & F., 1/11/18. 
Knight, Thomas, 242457, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 61) 18 
Knowles, Sydney Vernon Lawrence, 242186, L;Cpl., F. xt 
21/3/18. 


Sth Battallen. 


Keen, Charles, 14767, aes Gallipoli, 7 
Keen, Samuel, 24514, C. , Mesopotamia, 25 1/14. 
Kefford, Francis Henry, 22605, Pte.,d., Mesopotamia, 3,1) 7 
Kendrick, Samuel, 14745, Pte., Galhpoh, lu 5.15. 
Ketley, Nehemiah, 19432, Pte., d., Gallipol, lu, 1215. 
Keyte, Alfred Edward, 17225, L/Cpl., Gallipoh, 108.13. 
Keyte, Herbert, 15169, Pte., Gallipoli, 10,8, 1 
King, William, 23514, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15, 12.16. 
Kington, Frederick, 14872, L;Cpl., d. ot w Galbpeb, less 
Kirton, Joseph, 13820, Pte., d. at sea, 15.’ : 
Kitsull, Charles William, 19503, Pte., Mesvpetamia, 25,1 1° 
Kittermaster, Arthur Noel Culley, Caj t., Mesuputamua, 
5/4/16. 
Knight, Thomas, 9735, Pte., Mesopotamia, 29,1] 17. 
Knight, Thomas Hubert, 20782, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotat:- 


8/15. 


17/12/16. 
Knott, William Henry, 14153, Pte., d. of w., Gal: 
16/7/15. 
10th Battalion. 
Keep, Edgar, 18716, Pte., F. & F., 20/12; 15. 
Kellow, Francis George, 36984, Pre., ,, 10,4 18, 
Kent, albert Edwin, 20721 e., F. Ix bods. 


3:7, 18, 
King, John, 34900), Pte., F. 4 
Kirkham, George, 30994, Pte 
Kirton, Albert, 19084, Pte., 
Kitchen, Walter, 450: 
Knott, William, 3128: 


11th Battalion. 


Keirle, Harry, 34745, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 
Kent, Bertram Louis, 22857, Pte., d., Salomca, 12° ° 
Kershaw, John Gordon, 38343, L;Cpl., Salomica, 254- 


14th Battalion. 
Kenny, Stanley, 29550, LiCpl., F. & F., 15 1,18. 
Knott, Percy, 27884, L/Cpl., F. & F., 19/6,17. 
Other Units. 
Kerwood, Lionel, Major, att. 18 Cheshire, 21 1u,16. 
Kingdon, Leouard, 2/Lt., att. R.F.C., 12/1, 16. 


Lane, William George, 22155, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. 
10758, Spt.. Fx F., 

36608, Pte., F. 
& F. 
a F, 


43} 
a F, ase 
27 lei 
Tein 


Langford, John Richard, 
Langley, Leonard Joseph, 
Larner, Louis, 8605, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Larvin, Dennis, 14837, L/Cpl., M.M., F 
Lauder, George, 34523, L/Cpl 
Law, Levi, 19925, Pte., F. & F. 16 : 
Lawrence, Frederick William, 135: 2 F. 13 : 
Lawrence, Howard, 25493, Pte., d. of w., “Rak, We 
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Leach, Edward, 30672, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 28/10/16. 
zeach, Eric Thomas, Lt., F. & F.,d. of w., 14/10/18. 

vee, Albert John, 12034, L/Set. & F., 23/3/18. 
uedbrook, Henry Charles, 52372, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/18. 
Ledbury, Heury Charles, 29946, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/3/17. 
Ledger, George Edwin, 10903, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/3/15. 
Lepine, Henry James, 37548, Pte., F. & F., 26/3/18. 
Leroux, Arthur Hay, 26043, L/Cpl., F. & F., 31/3/16. 
Lewin, Harry, 235006, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 

Lewis, Frank, 37053, Pte., & F., 22/11/17. 

Lewis, Henry, 20396, Pte., F. & F., 3/9/16. 

Lewis, Leonard Frederick, 35548, Cpl., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
Lloyd, Timothy, 40711, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Lloyd, William, 10198, C.S. M.M. and Bar, F. 
Lloyd, William, 31123, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/3/17. 
Lockley, Charles, 13384, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/8/17. 
Lockley, William, 18092, L/Cpl., F. & F., 13/3/15. 
Lockwood, James, 14418, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/16. 

Long, George Henry, 15417, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 
Longhurst, George, 42826, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/5/18. 
Longhurst, Percy, 10832, Pte., F. & F., 9/5/15. 
Lovegrove, John, 55302, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

Lowe, Charles Thomas, 12008, Pte., F. & F., 19/11/14. 
Lucas, Joseph, 41129, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

Lucy, Frank Ernest, 241709, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/17. 
Ludlow, Jesse, 7672, Cpl., M.M., F. & F., 15/11/16. 


2nd Battalion. 


Lakin, Joseph, 33342, Pte., F. & F., 27/2/17. 

Lakin, William, 9619, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Lamb, Albert William, 21412, Pte., F. & F., 21/4/17. 
Lambert, George, 2/Lt., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Lamsdale, Frank, 11015, L/Cpl., F. & F., 14/3/15. 

Lane, John, 57568, L/Cpl., F. & F., 24/9/18. 

Lane, Sidney, 21172, L/Cpl., F. & F., 26/9/17. 

Lane, William Robert, 57541, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Langford, Edgar, 204091, L/Cpl., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Langston, Thomas, 9395, Pte., F. & F., 15/7/16. 

Lavers, Arthur Balfour, 241569, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/17. 
Lavis, James Henry, 203118, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 
Law, Francis Henry, 12304, 
Lawrence, Albert Edward, 8834, 


Lawton, George, 6989, Pte., F. & F., 2/1/16. 

Layton, Arthur, 19331, L/Cpl., F. & F., 21/8/16. 

Layton, James, 22832, Pte., F. & F., 20/8/16. 

Lea, Gerald Ernest, Capt., F. & F., 15/9/14. 

Lea, John, 19968, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15. 

Leacroft, Richard Frederick, 2/Lt., F. & F., 10/11/16. 
Leake, Charles, 11374, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Lee, George, 8506, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/16. 

Lee, Sydney, 36719, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 18/2/17. 
Leedham, Aaron, 30223, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Leigh, William, 14985, Pte., F. & F., 9/4/lo. 

Leggett, Henry Alfred Thomas, 14267, Pte., F. & F., 6/12/17. 
Leonard, Charles James, 8805, Pte., F. & F., 14/9/14. 
Lerry, Hubert James, 31403, Pte., F. & F., 13/12/16. 
Lester, Eric Peter, 2/Lt., F. & F., 13/10/15. 

Lever, Ernest Edwin, 39697, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 

Lewis, Alfred George, 57666, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Lewis, Arthur William, 48769, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/3/18. 
Lewis, Cyril, 30069, Pte., F. & F., 21/4/17. 

Lewis, Herbert Spencer, 8885, Pte., F. & F., 12/9/14. 

Lewis, John William, 15075, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Lewis, Ralph, 7365, Pte., d., F. & F., 26/9/14. 

Lines, Alfred, 29541, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/18. 

Lissimore, Thomas James, 8580, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/14. 
Lively, William Ernest, 30715, Pte., F. & F., 9/8/16. 
liversidge, Albert, 12605, $ F.& F., 12/10/18. 
Lloyd, Arthur, 9628, Pte., F. ¢ , 31/10/14. 
Lloyd, Percy Harold, 17421, L/Cpl., F. & F., 18/10/17. 
Lloyd, William James, 204092, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/5/18. 
Lomas, Charles Albert, 9904, Sgt., M.M., F. & F., 15/4/18. 
Lounds, John Wallace, 19751, Pte., F.& F., 16/3/15. 
Love, Joseph, 200433, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 

Loveitt, George, 41927, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 15/4/18. 
Lovell, Arthur John, 31373, »FL& F., 21/8/16. 
Loveridge, Frederick, 242661, Pte., F. & F., 16/4/18. 
Lovett, John William Victor, 10528, Pte. F. & : 
Lovsey, John, 8439, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 19/7/18. 
Lowe, Bert, 22171, Pte., FP. & F., 15/7/16. 
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& F., 22/10/16. 
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Lowe, Harold, 8739, Pte.. F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Lowe, Henry Shanten, Lt., d. of w., F. & F., 21/10/14. 
Lucas, Benjamin Pearce, 21527, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/7/16. 
Ludlow, Howard, 8539, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 20/5/17. 
Ludlow, Joseph Masters, 19988, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Lydster, Thomas William, 41928, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 


3rd Battalion. 


Lacey, Francis John, 8832, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Ladbrook, Owen, 13306. Pte., F. & F., 28/4/16. 

Laight, Job, 13324, Pte. F.& F., 7/11/14. 

Lambourne, Hubert, 27481, Pte., F.& F., 3/9/16. 

Lane, Charles, 41423, L/Cpl., F. & F., 1/5/18. 

Lane, Harry, 10229, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/6/15. 

Lane, Richard, 7167, Pte., F. & F., 28/10/14. 

Langford, Albert Frederick, 2/Lt., F. & F., 10/7/16. 

Langford, Arthur John, 2786, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/16. 

Lansbury, James, 9159, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/14. 

Large, William Henry, 36349, Pte., F. & F., 5/9/17. 

Larkin, Joseph, 12541, L/Cpl, F. & F., 10/7/16. 

Latham, Thomas, 11052, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 

Lavelle, John, 9630, Pte., F. & F., 26/7/15. 

Law, Obadiah, 19941, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/5/16. 

Lawley, Hubert, 13206, Set., F. & F., 20/4/17. 

Lawrence, Leonard, 35231, L/Cpl., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Lawrence, William, 18709, Pte., d. of w., Home, 9/9/16. 

Layton, Cecil John, 37915, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Lea, Frank, 20150, Pte., F. & F., 2/1/16. : 

Leary, Thomas, 23297, Pte., F. & F., 25/5/16. 

Lee, Joseph, 6266, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/14. 

Lee, William Thomas, 34597, Pte., F. & F., 11/8/17. 

Leek, Alfred James, 26069, Pte., M.M., d. of w., F. & F. 
13/8/17. 

Lester, Arthur, 9018, Pte., F. & F., 28/10/14. 

Lester, Arthur, 28783, Pte., F. & F., 21/7/17. 

Lester, John, 9009, Pte., F. & F., 23/5/16. 

Lester, Robert Sidney, 33510, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 4/11/18. 

Lett, John Millard, 2/Lt., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Letts, William Anthony, 8891, Pte., F. & F., 10/7/16. 

Lewis, Albert, 52480, Sgt., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Lewis, Charles Bryndlcy, 16646, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 

Lewis, George, 8995, Pte., d. of w., Home, 12/5/15. 

Lewis, Harold, 9495, Cpl., F. & F., 7/7/16. 

Lewis, Herbert Edward, 27897, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/17. 

Lewis, James Edward, 202457, Pte., d., F. & F., 31/10/18. 

Lewis, James William, 57417, Pte., F. & F., 26/4/18. 

Lilly, Alfred, 35226, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Lilly, Willliam, 9587, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Ling, Edwin Ernest, 12172, Sgt., d., F. & F., 1/11/18. 

Liptrott, Daniel, 39698, Pte., d., Home, 4/11/17. 

Lister, Charles Edward, 23352, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/9/15. 

Littler, Christopher George, 63098, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
27/5/18. 

Littler, Thomas Charles, 33530, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
7/8/17. 

Lies, Frederick, 26381, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 9/7/18. 

Livingston, William, 23234, Pte., F. & F., 6/7/16. 

Lock, Thomas Charles, 26290, Pte., d., F. & F., 7/10/18. 

Lockley, Ernest, 7533, Pte., F. & F., 21/9/14. 

Loos, Cecil George Bertram, Lt., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Lovell, Horace Stanley, 14162, L/Cpl., F. & F., 23/8/16. 

Loveridge, Ernest Haruld, 41883, Pte., d., F. & F., 26/7/18. 

Lowe, James, 10141, L/Cpl., F. & F. /8/16. 

Loring, Robert Nele, 2/Lt., F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Luby, Thomas William, 2/Lt., F. & F., 5/10/16. 

Lucas, Frank, 13016, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 23/9/14. 

Lucas, William Albert, 9774, Pte., F. & F., 28/8/14. 

Ludlow, William George, 9210, Pte., F. & F., 10/8/17. 

Lunnon, Harry, 15395, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Lusher, William Henry, 13077, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/14. 


4th Battalion. 


Lamb, Alfred, 12306, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Lamb, Alfred James, Pe., 9692, Gallipoli, 26/9/15. 
Lambert, Charles, 11499, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Lambert, Charles, 16593, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. 
Lambert, Reginald, 48151, Pte., F. “., 80/11/17. 
Lambert, Walter James, 53149, Pte., F. & F., 15/6/18. 
Lampitt, George Henry, 1516, Sgt., & F., 30/11/17. 
Lamport, Leonard, 41404, Pte, M.M., F.& F., 14/10/18, 


12,5/16. 
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Lander, Alfred, 40651, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Lander, Frederick John, 21559, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. . 
Lane, Joseph Alfred Leonard, 11620, Pte., F. & F., 1910/16. 
Lane, Willian, 12579, Pte., d. of w., Alexandria, 15/8/15. 
Lang, Henry Astell, Major, Gallipoli, 6/6/15. 

Langford, Samuel, 16851, Pte., Gallipoli, 6'8/15. 

Lansley, Albert William, 9981, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Lappage, Richard, 21721, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/16. 

Latham, James Frank, 12251, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/5/15. 
Lavelle, William Heury, 35940, Pte., ‘a. of w., F. & F., 21/10/18. 


Laverick, Thomas Joseph, 26241, L /Cpl., d. of w., F.& F,, 
30/11/17. 

Lawford, Frank, 33159, Sgnir., d. of w., F. YY F., 30/9/18. 

Lea, Samuel Thomas, 9778, Pte., Gallipoli, 6 15. 

Lee, George Ernest, 11439, L/Cpi., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Lee, James, 9755, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Lee, John Thomas, 19778, Pte., F. & F., 26/2/17. 

Lee, Wallace, 11612, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 18/8/16. 

Ledbrook, Charles, 20387, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/3/15. 

Lewendon, Harold, 41063, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 


Lewis, David, 12962, Pte., d., Turkey, 7/10/16. 

Lewis, Edward, 21744, Pte., Gallipoli, 24/9/15. 

Lewis,Edward Richard Hampton, 2/Lt..d. ot w.,F. & F., 25/4/17 

Lewis, James, 11659, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Lewis, Joseph, 17791, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6 

Lewis, William, 21203, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/3/ 

Lewis, William Henry, 8123, L/Cpl., F. & F., 18/8/17. 

Lewis, William Thomas, 203539, Pte., F&F. 

Liddle, William, 20167, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Lilley, Alfred, 15333, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Lilley, Ernest Arthur, 12599, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Lillis, George, 60523, Sgt., F. & F., 9/8/18. 

Lillis, Walter, 9396, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Lines, John, 16579, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Lingen, Frederick, 23479, Cpl., F. & F., 15/6/18. 

Linton, Charles Strangways, D.S.O., M.C., A/Lt.-Col., F. & F., 
20/11/17. 

Littlewood, George, 41067, Pte., F. & F., 31/5/17. 

Lloyd, Sidney James, 21000, Pte.,d. of w., Gallipoli, 19/6/15. 

Lodge, Herbert, 23231, L/Cpl, rR & F., 13/3/18. 

Logan, David, 19268, L/Cpl. &F., 14/4/t 5 

Long, John, 22694, Pte., Gallipoli, 1/1/16. 

Louch, Jack Owen, 11491, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/6/15. 

Love, Cyril James, 20958, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 29/11/15. 


5/8/18. 


Loveday, Frederick William, 40329, Pte., F. & F., 23/417. 
Lovett, Leonard, 23032, Pte. alliplt 15. 

Lowe, Jack, 19323. Be d. «& F., 5/16. 

Lowery, George Edwe 1415 Pte. Ganipea, 6/8/15. 


Lucas, Sydney, 40360, Pre,, F.& F,, 3/2/18. 
Luckhurst, Arthur Richard, 10764, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Lutwyche, Albert, 11987, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/915. 

Luty, Cecil, 39772, Pte., F. F., 18/10/15 
Lycett, Gilbert James, 21466, Pte., d. at sea, 1/1/16. 
Lydeard, Harry, 5405, C.Q.M.S., F. & F., 18/10/16. 
Lyes, Richard Alexander French, 37931, Pte., F. & F., 


1/Tth Battalion. 
Pte., 


13/8/18, 


Langley, Thomas Ernest, 202009, 
Lansley, Charles Henry, 202111, P 
Lavine, William, 41452, Pte., F 


Thomas, ‘201102, 
Leighton, Roland Aubrey, Lt 
Lester, John Ernest 2994, Pe 


.& E., 9/10/17. 

FL& F.,d. of w., 23/1215. 
KF « F., 19,716 
Lewis, Denys Merv 
Lloyd, Philip, 20047 
Lloyd, Samuel Ernes , 16) 3/16. 

Lockley, Charles, 2600, Pte., d Std w., F& F., 4/7/15. 
Lovering, Walter Herbert, 202235, Pte., F.& F., 25/4/17. 


1/8th Battalion. 


Laflin, Harry, 3131, Pte., 
Lane, Percy Frank, 20314, Pte., F. & F., 14/12/16. 
Lawford, Henry John, 260032, Pte., F. & F 
Lawrence, Valentine Albert, 242341, L/Cpl 
Leaman, Archibald, 20701, Pte., F. & F., 
Lee, George Thomas, 49261, Pte., Italy, 9/10/18. 

Leck, Frederick Isaac, 1839, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 25/6/15. 
Leck, Witham Henry, 1550, Pte. d. of w., F. & F., 21/10; 16, 
Lewis, John Arthur, 241613, Pte., Italy, 22/3/18, 


2/Lt., 


d., F. & F., 29/7/16. 
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Lloyd, William Henry, 19064, Pte., Italy, 
Lockett, Ernest, 242541, L/Cpl., F. ‘GF 

Longfield, Charles, 240151, Cpl., F. & F. 
Lovatt, John Albert, 241590, Pre 
Lowe, Charles Henry, 2853 Pte 

Lowe, Harvey James, 3190, Pte., 
Lucas, Albert, 59348, Pte., F. & F., 
Lyons, John Thomas, 201736, Pte., d. ot w., Hume, 7" + 


2/8th Battalion. 


Armel, 241394, Cpl., F. & F.. 313 ly 
William James, 5712, Pte., @. ofw, Home, 12 Ww 
Lake, Gordon, 241887, Pte., d. of © Fv k. 51 
Lane, Albert Edward, re F. 213 be. 
Lane, Herbert, 
Large, Charles Henry, 
Legg, Arthur William, 57932, ee 
Lewis, Cyril William, 241221, 
Lewis, Joseph, 263105, Pte., 
Lilley, Frederick Harold, 24: . 
Llewellyn, William Benjamin, 241503, Pte., F s 
Lloyd, Ernest Henry, 44143, Pte., be ee 
Locke, Harold Smith 3059, Pte JF & 
Longden, William, 4 Pte., d. ot w. 
Longhurst, Frederick Thomas, 53099, L a6 F. as : 
Lunn, Frank, 204016, Pte., 31lis 
Lyons, Frederick, 5619, Pte., 
Lyons, Patrick, 5568, Sgt., F. & F., 7/8, 16. 


13468, Pte., 


Sth Battalion. 


Lake, John, 27547, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25 1,17 
Lambert, Albert Francis Gerald, 27271, Pte., 
18/7/16. ‘ 
Lancaster, James Norman, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, vs }8 
Lander, Lionel Henry, 31363, 1.;Cpl 
Lane, Percy Frederick, 13773, C.Q 
26/9/18. 
Lawrence, Leonard, 21063, Pte., Mesopot 
Layton, Alfred, 22994, Pte., d., Mesopotams. 
Lea, Walter, 14007, L.Cpl., Gallipoli, 10.3 1 
Lee, Arthur, 31012, Pte., d. of w., 
Lee, John Albert, 36438, Pte., d., 
Thomas, 30620, Pte.. SSHOpOr TN 


Mes gets 


Lewis, Keginald Walter Morton, Lt., died I’ 45 
Liddiard, John Henry, 27247, Pte., Mew a 
Lloyd, Frederick, 14283, Pte., Mesopotarn ei 


Locke, John Charles, 14098, Sgt., d. of we 
Love, Robert, 13808, Pte., Gallipoli, Ibs 1), 
Low, William, 19473, Pte., Gallipoh, 11,11! sli 
Lucas, Maurice Edgar, 13697, Pte., Galipoh, w 


10th Battation. 


Ladbrook, Arthur William, 19475, L,¢yl.. FF 

Lambley, Harry Gordon, 13862, ae hak 
Lane, Herbert . Pte, Fok F.,4 716. 
Lane, James, y, Pte, F. &F., is ti re. 
Lane, Joseph, 21258, Pte., do of wo, boa Fo"! 
Lane, Joseph Charles, 18944, Cpl., do ot we 
Lankester, William George, 42581, L/Cpl, ¥ 
Last, Herbert, | 3, Pe ey o 


Law, William Leslhe, 1 
Lawrence, Alfred, 21037, 3 
Lawrence, Allen, 18986, Set., Fo & F., 22.3 ve a 
Lawrence, Herbert Thomas, 20027, Cyl, 1- HG 
Layton, Samucl, 20719, Pte.. d. ot w. Hume 
, 43558, Pte, Fo & F., 10.418 
Lee, Walter, 49961, Pte., Fl& ¥F., Wd 18. 
Leck, Thomas Henry, 33493. Pte. Flow BF. 
Lees, James, 40076, L/C KF, & F., 209 13. 


Lester, Albert Ernest, 30578, Pte., d., F.& 


Lewington, William Arthur, 2072 ot, Fah 
Lewis, Bernard, 40615, Pte., F. & silt 15. 
Lloyd, Alfred, 40001, Pte., d., F. & F., 309 

Lloyd, Henry, 33490, LE &F, 243.19 ‘aiuile 
Lloyd, Thomas Henry, 18526, Pte. F. & F. cits 3 
Loader, Harold Charles S peak 

Long, Frederick, 235250, Pt g e, 34! : 
Lowes, Richard Henry, 24665, Pte., d. of we Ww 42. 


Luckman, Harold Joha, M.C., J 2/Lt., Fi. F, 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


LF. & F., 3/7/16. 
F, & F., 22/3/18. 
4/7/17. 


Luxton, Isaac Edward, 20348! 
Lyons, Martin, 9800, Pte., F. & F., 


11th Battalion. 


Lear, Horace, 34083, Pte., 
Lee, Ernest, 22200, Pte., 
Leitch, Robert, 38354, iy 
Lewis, Henry George, i 
Long, Arthur Abraham, : Pte., d., Salonica, 11/10/18. 
Longmore, Henry Joseph, 350657, Pte., Salonica, 14/9/18. 
Lowe, William Alfred St. John, 24684, Pte., d., Salonica, 
14/11/18. 
Lucas, John, 16822, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 20/10/16. 
Lymer, Albert, 23062, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Lyons, Thomas, 23672, Pte., d., Salonica, 17/10/18. 


14th Battalion. 
Ladd, Alfred Caldier, Major, F. & F. 


Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Salonica, 24/4/17. 

, Salor 24/4/17. 
alonica, 24/4/17. 


5/3/18. 


Lane, Henry Frederick, 25741, Pte., d., Home, 29/6/17. 

Lapwood, George Stanley, 43849, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
15/5/18. 

Lawrence, William Joseph, 30616, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
29/10/18. 

Livingstone, Henry, 25846, Pte., F. & F., 10/10/17. 


Lockyer, Walter Ernest Godfrey, 43844, Pte., F. & 
Loveridge, Arthur William, 22403, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/18. 


1st Battalion. 


Macnair, Thomas James, tieor Pte., F. & F., 28/3/18. 
Maggs, Thomas, 235428, F&F, 14/10/18. 
Malone, Peter, 7472, C.S z 
Mander, Frank, 40688, Licp 
Mann, James, 235020, Pte., 


‘LAs. 


Man, Thomas Oliver, 11083, C. Q. M. S., d. of w., FL& F, 
3u/7/1 7 

Mansell, 

Mantle, Willits 7134, Pte., 

March, Martin Caleb, , Pte., M. /& F., 31/7/17. 

Marchant, Ernest, 26195, Pte., F. & 10/7/16. 

Marchant, George Edward, 42961, Pte., F.& F., 6/6/18. 

Marlow, Ernest, 40485, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/7/17. 

Marrs, Frederick Mallinsor, 2’Lt., F. & F., 4/3/17. 


Marsh, Frederick Cecil, 12696, Pte., d. 
Marsh, Harold, 46185, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

Marshall, Edward, 9012, Pte., d. of w., Home, 29/3/15. 
Marshall, Ernest, 206242, Pte., d., F. & F., 8/6/18. 
Marshall, John Ernest, 37804, Pte., F. & F., 5/8/17. 


, Home, 26/1/15. 


Marston, Sidney, 46845, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/3/18. 

Martin, Frederick Thomas, 202217, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 

Martin, Pharoah Joseph, 36444, Pte., F. & F., 1/8/17. 

Mashin, William George, 35147, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
3/8/17. 

Mason, Roland, 235018, Pte., F. & F., 1/8/17. 

Massey, Alfred James, 24784, Pte., F. & F., 15/11/16. 

Massey, William, 17417, Pte., F. & F., ae 


Matthews, William Arthur, 30971, Pt 
May, Henry George, 18645, Cpl., F 
Mayner, Danicl, 8897, Pte., 


Mayo, Leonard Frank, 
McDonnell, Harold, 
McGovern, Mich 
Mead, Colston A 
Meecham, Frank, 
Medlicott, Charles, 11790, Pt 
Meredith, Charles Harold, 12580, Pre., 
3/1/15. 

Malton: Alfred James, 20891, Pte., d., F. & PL, 4/1/17. 
Merritt, William, 24 Pte.. d. of w 2 


8 7, 16. 
, 10/3/18. 
“d. of w., FL& F. 


Message, Frederick 4, Cr. de of w. 10/18, 
Messenger, Albert BOLL, Pte 10/16, 
Middleton, Gilbert Tes 274410, Pre, FL & Q 17. 
Miles, Alfred John, JIL16, Pre. d. of w., FL & F., 1/6/18. 
Miles, Frank, 27406, Pte., l’. & F., 28/4/17, 


., 12/4/18. 
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17th Battalion. 
Lewis, Harry, 238093, Pte., d., F. & F., 14/11/18. 
etc. (Died at Heme). 


Lavender, William, 33481, Pte., 26/12/19 (5th Bn.) 
Leach, George Henry, 37082, Pte., 5/6/17 (Ist Gn. Bn.) 
Leahy, Joseph, 39170, Pte., 10/10/17 (15th Bn.) 
Lee, Daniel, 15293, Pte., 12/1/17 (5th Bn.) 
Lee, Harry Bernard Youngman, 49140, Pte., 
Gn. Bn.) 
Lee, John, 12294, Pte., 
Lewis, 
Lewis, 


Reserve Battalions, 


3/10/17 (Ist 


31/3/19 (Depot). 

Albert, 27309, Pte., 16,3/18 (Depot). 
James, 38907, Pte., 20/2/17 (15th Bn.) 
Lloyd, Ira Cyril, 2/Lt. , 24/1 18: 

Lloyd, William, 20992, Pte., 29/7/15 (12th Bn.) 
Luker, Frank Percy, 2/Lt., 24) 11/18 (1st Gn. Bn.) 
Lyndon, Frank, 12050, Pte., 9/3/16 (5th Bn.) 


Other Units. 
Lamb, Frederick Ernest, D.C.M., C.Q.M.S., att. 4th Nigerian 
Regt., 24/1/17. 
Lambert, Maurice Gustave Louis, 2/Lt., att. 7/R. Berks, 
5/1/17. 


Laughton, Hubert Henry Schomberg, Lt., 
died 25/11/18. 
Leete, Sydney John, 2/Lt., att. R.F.C., 28/7/17. 


att. M.G.C., 


Millard, Charles, 8464, Pte., F. & F., 10/3/16. 
Miller, Frederick John, 15005, Pte., F. & F., 13/4/16. 
Minniss, Frank, 34072, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Minton, Joseph, 23497, Pte., F. & F., 28/10/16. 
Mitchell, Sidney John, 263107, Pte., F. & F., sS0)4/18: 
Mobberley, William, 7283, Pte., F. & F. 
Moffett, Louis, 40471, Pte., F. & F., 31) 
Mole, Ernest, 8421, Pte., F. & F. , 10/3/ 15. 

Moore, Bartingdale, 27494, Pre., F.& F., 6/8/16. 

Moore, George, 7777, Pte., F. & F, 10/3/ 15. 

Moore, Wilfred Joseph Douglas, 31100, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/17. 
Morris, Albert Edward, 26279, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Morris, Alfred, 30709, Pte., F. & F 31/8/17. 
Morris, Harry Charles, 41121, Pte., F. & F., 


1/8/17. 


Morris, Reginald William, 14327, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
17/3/17. 

Morse, Reginald Victor, 202469, Pte., d. of w., FL.& F., 
18/8/17. 


Morton, Herbert Charles, 42653, Pte., F.& F., 22/10/16. 
Moss, George, 12868, Pte., F. & F., 11/5/15. 

Moss, John, 9787, Pte., F. & F., 10/3/15. 

Muller, Carl Wilhelm Albert, a/Lt., F. & F., 5/10/16. 


Mullis, Reginald Albert Butler, 52390, L/Cpl., d. of w., 
F. & F., 25/8/18. 
Munday, erick, 8673, Sgt., F. & F., 6/7/16, 


Murray, Edward, 9084, Pte., F. & F., 
Murray, Harry, 12492, Pte., F. & F., i 
Mustin, Thomas, 7436, Pte., F. & F., 


2nd Battalion. 


Macdonald, Alick, 12562, Pte., F. & F., 
Mack, Philip Owen, 53, L/Cpl., F.& 
Mackender, William, 9588, Pte., FL & 
Madeley, Robert, 22591, Pte., d. of w. 
gs, William Stephen, 31381, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Maher, Frederick William, 13337, Pte., on & F. 
Maher, George, 9260, L;Cpl., d. of w., x 
Maisey, William, 14468, Pte., d. of w. 
Male, Harry, 24388, Pte., F. & F., 1¢ 7/16. 
Mallen, Jonathan William, falls, L/Cpl 
Mantle, Henry, 20336, Pte. 
Ma ardon, Norman Frederick, 242 204 
Marjoram, William, 42742, Pte. 
Marsh, Richard, 9078, Pte., F. 2 
Marsh, John William, 12604, Sgt., F.& F., 
Marshall, James Richard, 8649, Pte., d. of 
Marshman, Frederick John, 10562, Vte., 


3) 
10/3/16. 


E auaiie 
F&F. 2 
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ROLL 
Mason, Ernest William, 9023, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/5/15. 
Mason, George, 2/Lt., F. & F., 20/5/17. 
Mason, George Henry, 7572, Sgt., F. & F., 20/9/14. 
Mason, Thomas John, 204133, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/14. 
Mason, Walter, 6058, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 27/9 
Matthews, Arthur Thomas, 11184, Set. 
Matthews, Frederick William, 7815, Pte., 
26/10/14. 
Matthews, John, 7282, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 21/5/15. 
Maund, Arthur, 11729, Set., F. & F., 13/10/15. 
Maund, John Henry, 39587, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 
Maunders, Thomas William, 50678, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
31/10/18. 
May, John, 48860, Pte., d., F. & F., 30/10/18. 
McClellan, Greville Edward Gordon, Capt., 20/10/15. 
McCormick, James Gardiner, Lt., F. & F., 16/5/15. 
McEntyre, Frank, 10908, Pte., F. & F. 24/10/14. 
McGuire, William; 22755, Pte., F. & F. 4/6/16. 
Meadows, James George, 21979, L/Set., FL& F., 16/4/18. 
Meads, William, 59495, Pte., d. ‘of w., F. é&F., 17/11/18. 
Meek, Thomas, 27555, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/4/18. 
Meese, Victor Joseph, 10065, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 18/9/14. 
Merrell, Edgar, 4647, Cpl., F. & F., 15/7/16. 
Merrick, Frederick William, 42034, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 
Merrick, Richard, 203213, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/4/18. 
Merriman, William Joseph, 12054, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
3/11/14. 
Millard, William Edgar, 50450, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 
Millichap, William, 7395, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/11/14. 
Millins, Frank, 240132, Pte., M.M., F. & F., 26/10/18, 
Mills, Charles, 15501, Pte., F. & F., 19/9/15. 
Mills, Joseph, 28328, Pte., F.& F., 6/11/16. 
Mills, John Thomas, 7273, Pte., F. & F., 15/5/15. 
Millward, Albert, 241449, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 
Milner, Albert Edward, 9117, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 
Minchin, Benjamin Thomas, 19564, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 
Money, Arthur Henry, 45352, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. , 20/4/18. 
Moore, Albert, 9036, Pte., F. &F., 14/5/17. 
Moore, Enoch, 17692, Pte., F. &F,, 20/7/16. 
Moran, Alfred, 24397, Pte., F. & F.. 15/7/16. 
Morgan, Daniel, 35438, Pte., F. & 26/9/17. 
Morgan, Daniel Phillips, 2/Lt., F. & F., 26/9/17. 
Morgan, Edward, 8144, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Morris, Samuel, 7444, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/14. 
Morris, William, 9555, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/14. 
Morton, Arthur John, 11988, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Moseley, Harold, 204224, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 
Moule, Sidney John, 20359, Pte., F. & F., z 
Mountford, Lewis, 242421, ‘Pte., F. & y 
Moxey, William, 11308, Pte., F.& F., 26/9 15. 
Mudge, John, 6203, Cpl., F & F., 24/4/17. 
Munn, Howard John, 1496 . L/Cpl., F&F, 21/5/17. 
Murtin, Arthur, 45332, Pte., d. of w., Home, Bus; 18. 


3rd Battalion. 


Macdonald, Sylvester Patrick Joseph, M.C., Capt., F. & F., 
7/6; 17. 
Mackereth, Egbert, 57395, Pte., F.& F., 30/4/18. 
Maddocks, Juhn Richard, 9645, 1 wF., 13/1/15. 
Maisey, Howard James, [741], *., 16/6/15. 
Male, Albert, 22 >u, Pte 
Mallen, Thomas Bertram, 
4/9/17. 
Malley, John, 14174, Pte., F. 
Manley, William Ernest, 13041, 1/C 
Mann, Percival I-rnest, 8376, Pte. 
Mansell, Charles, Pte 
Mansell, Edwin, 7482, Pte., 
Manvell, Herbert, 23302, Pte., 
Mapson, Thomas Herbert, 45: 
Marchant, Frederick, 11085 
Marsh, Fred, 27679, L/Cpl 
Marsh, Frederick, 7409, Pte. cK, 
Marshall, Christopher, 31455, Pee. id of Ww. EL & F., 27/7/17. 
Marshall, Ernest William Knight, 15460, Pee., d. of w., 
F.& F., 16/3/15. g 
Marsland, Samucl, 8725, Pte 
Martin, Edwin, | 
Martin, Patrick Joseph, 5 E i 
Maskell, Lewis, 9859, Pte., d. of w. 
Mason, John, 11671, Cpl., d. ot w., FL& F 3 (9/16. 


7/16, 
37193, L/Cpl, d. of w., F. & F. 


fc ‘16.08 
Fax F,, 10/4/18. 
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OF HONOUR. 


Mason, Sam, 18191, Pte., 
Mason, ‘Thomas Reuben, 27 
Masters, Joseph, 7854. L. a 
Matthews, Edward Davy Cre oe BeURE 
Matthews, John Henry, ideas Pte. Fi& r. ff Hs 
Matthews, Joseph Edward, 207284, "Pte. do of w, Fat 
24/10/18. 
Maxfield, Alfred, 24733, Pte., F. & F.. 7/617 
Maxwell, Kenneth, 28731, Pte., F. & 
Maycroft, William, 8278, Pte., F.& F., 
Mayhead, Frederick, 6217, Cyl, F. o& 
McCarthy, John ieee 9885, Pte., 
McCarthy, William, 7296, Pte., F. & F., TAL i 
McCormack, John Patrick, 6361, Pte., d. of w., Fil 
5/10/14. 
McLean, Haruld Lloyd, 42986, Pte. 
McMichael John Douglas Wield, 2 L 
Meade, Wakelicld Waldo, 2/Lt., F. & 
Meaking, Harry, 8685, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Meere, Alired Janes, 14202, Pte., d. o1 w., F. 
Meese, James Harry, 12118, Pte., F. & F., 23 6/15 
Meighai, Charles Auvustus, 8209, Pte., F. & F., 241014. 
Melia, William, 23299, Pte., d. of w., F & F., 16/7 16. 
Mellor, Benjamin, 42367, Pte a & F., 15 1 ls. 
Mence, Frank, 9057, Pte., F. 
Merchant, Herbert John, 13372, Pte., F. & F., 12/315 
Meredith, Thomas Charles, 22272, Pee., 
Merry, Arthur John, 41886, Pte., F. & F., 
Metcalfe, Harold, 42368, Pte., F. & F., 
Metcalfe, Ian Morehouse, Lt., d. of w., Piof W., MILE, 
Michael, William, 25266, Pte., F. & F., 3/9/16. 
Middlcton, Thomas William, 37939, Pte., F. & F., 301117 
Midwinter, Henry Cyril, 41419, Pte., F. & F., 1141s. 
Miles, Henry, 6413, Pte., F. & F., 12 
Miles, Torry Alfred, 13231, Pte., x 
Millership, Thomas, 19962, Pte., F. & F., 
Misson, Leslie Vere, 40195, L/Cpl., d. of w. 
Mitchell, Albert Victor, 50961, Pte. F.& 
Mitchell, Alfred, 9226, Pte., F. & ; 
Mitchell, Thomas, 23237, Pte. F.& F. 
Mitchell, Wilfred Walter ‘Cecil, 35820, Pre., OE i: F., 4113 
Mitton, William, 38534, Pte., F. & F,, 223.18. 
Mole, Albert [:dward, 20301, Pte., F&F Ga 
Moon, Wilfred James, 2/Lt., F. & F., 178,15 
Moore, Charles Frederick, 2) Lt., F. & 2315. 
Moore, Frank Arthur, 34714, Pre. my Be ., 28,12 16, 
Moore, Henry, 4, Cpl, 
Moore, Walter, 22916, Pte., 
Moore, William, 8775, Pte., F 
Moore, William Charles, 13845, Pte., Fo & BF. 25,16 
Moorhouse, Ernest Brummut, 42371, Pee., F. & F., 275,18. 
Morgan, Altred, 39594, Pte., C 
Morgan, Henry Rueben, 5434, Pte 
Morgan, James G ge, 15942, Pte 
Morgaa, Thomas, 2 Ueesl Se 
Morley, Charles Frederick, 20043, Pte. e 
Morley, Charles James, 9888, Pte, F. & F., 16,914 
Morley, Percy, 8277, Pte., F. & 13.10.14. 
., Poiip, lo4o6, Pte., 
Thomas, 9101, Pte., 
lired, 19709, Pte. F. 
Frederick, 27475, Pte., F 
s, Frederick Thomas, 8454, C 
Morris, John, 9130, Pte., Fae kK, 
Morns, William Ldward, 57238, Pte 
Mortimer, Harry, 8750, Pte., F. 
Morton, John Her! 237 


F crs 20 10 Is. 


14s. 


Moss, ‘Thomas, 1679! 
Mould, James, D.S 
Moulson, William 

Muir, Basil, 2/Lt., F. 
Mulhern, James, 36001, Pte 
Mullins, Henry, 50967, Pte. 
Mulloy, Bernard, 8165, Pt 
Munro, John Clesg, 
Munslow, Frederick George 
Murphy, M. J., 2/Lt., i 5 
Murphy, Willam Raa 25224, ‘Pte, S 
Murray, Francis John, 46101, Pre, F.& F. 279, 
Murray, Harry, 20822, L/Cpl., F. & F., 28,4/16. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Muspratt, Terence Petty, M.C., Capt., d. of w., F.&F., 
29/5/18. 

Myatt, Howard John, 9086, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Myring, Charles, 16382, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15, 


4th Battalion. 


Mackrill, Charles Henry, 40333, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Malin, Frederick, 11626, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Malin, Henry, 8302, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Mallard, William Victor, 200529, Pte., F. & F., 14/4/17. 

Mallen, William Charles, 21631, L/Cpl., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Malley, John, 15338, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 7/6/15. 

Mallice, James, 22408, Pte., F. & F., 29/5/17. 

Maloy, Matthew George, 20382, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Mann, Robert, 39753, Pte., F. & F., 12/10/16. 

Mansell, Frederick, 21947, L/Cpl., F. & F., 4/6/17. 

Mant, Albert Edward, 12147, L/Cpl., d. of w., Gallipoli, 
8/6/15. 

Maret eet Arthur, 235097, L/Cpl., F. & F., 12/4/18. 

Marles, Mark Ernest, 23050, Pte., Gallipoli /15. 

Marns, Edward Walter, 6308, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 25/4/15. 

Marsh, William, 19135, L/Cpl., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Marsh, William, 20747, Pte., d., Malta, 27/9/15. 

Marshall, Herbert Howard, 204113, Pte., F. & F., 20/10/18. 


Marshall, William John, 10052, Cpl., d. of w., Home, 17/11/16. 


Marston, Sidney, 46845, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/3/18. 

Martin, Alfred, 37933, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 25/4/17. 

Martin, Basil Cuthbert Danvers, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Martin, Frederick, 2226], Pte., F. & F., 4/6/16. 

Martin, Frederick George, 11239, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Martin, Herbert, 235096, Pte., F. & F., 20/8/18. 

Martin, Herbert, 39685, L/Cpl., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Martin, James, 13175, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 5/6/15. 

Martin, James Edgar, 10522, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 29/4/15. 

Martin, Joseph, 19163, Pte., F. & F., 4/6/16. 

Mason, Albert Victor, 30290, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Mason, Alfred Willis, 24113, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Mason, John, 9827, Pte., F. & F., 24/1/17. 

Mason, Joseph, 11648, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Mason, Leonard, 15066, Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Masters, Walter, 40273, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Mattey, Albert, 45127, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Mathews, Philip John, 10964, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Matthews, John, 9078, Pte., F. & F., 2/8/16. 

Mawby, Horace, 25418, Pte., F. & F., 18/9/16. 

Mayo, George, 46228, Pte., F. & F., 14/10/18. 

McArthur, Alexander, 14739, Cpl., F. & F., 20/10/18. 

McCroddan, William Herbert, 12136, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/5/15. 

McDonald, Henry, 21806, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

McKenna, John, 6231, Pte., Gallipoli, 30/4/15. 

McLaughlin, Daniel Thomas, 8322, Pte., Gallipoli, 19/6/15. 

McNally, William Wright, M.C., 2/Lt., F. & F., 8/10/17. 

Meacock, Charles William, 13602, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/11/15. 

Mead, Charles, 14458, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Meakin, Harry James, 45886, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Meek, Joha Charles, 40411, Pte., F. & F., 12/4/18. 

Mellers, Philip Walter, 22496, Pte., 4. of w., at sea, 1/10/15. 

Melvin, Patrick John, 7291, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Meredith, Henry, 19640, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/4/17. 

Meredith, Malcolm Hereward, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, 10/11/15. 

Merrick, Jesse, 21987, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Middleton, Jeffrey William, 23071, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Miles, Albert Henry, 23035, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Miles, Arthur William, 9916, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/6/15. 

Miller, Walter, 14288, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/7/16, 

Millin, George Edgar, 8882, Pte., F. & F., 24/3/18. 

Mills, Frank, 11894, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Mills, James Thomas, 15301, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Millward, Joseph, 39694, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Milton, John Ernest, 12002, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/6/15. 

Minett, Frank, 30859, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 4/2/18. 

Minty, Frederick William, 33792, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
13/4/18. 

Mitchell, Edgar, 9993, L/Sgt., Gallipoli, 2/5/15. 

Mitchell, Leonard Edward, 25305, Pte., F. & F., 18/9/16. 

Mitchelmore, Charles Lionel Bickford, 37602, Pte., F. & F., 
29/5/17. 

Moffatt, George, 12898, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Mogg, Arthur Richard, 12481, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Mole, Jonah, 12433, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
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Molesworth, Harry, 29733, L/Cpl., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Molloy, Charles Joseph, 14295, Pte., Gallipoli, 2/7/15. 

Mooney, William Charles, 50808, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
9/8/18. 

Moore, Alfred, 40826, Pte., F. & F., 12/6/17. 

Moore, William, 10539, L/Cpl., F. & F., 4/6/15. 

Moore, William George, 15306, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Morgan, James, 22008, Pte., d., Turkey, 15/8/16. 

Morgan, Whitaker, 40655, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 3/6/18. 

Morris, Frederick, 18582, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/6/15. 

Morris, John, 7686, Pte., Gallipoli, 24/9/15. 


Morris, John William, 40051, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Morris, Reginald Edward, 20957, Cpl., F. & F., 9/7/16. 
Morris, Thomas, 13026, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


Morrison, Edmund, 22493, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 31/7/15. 

Moule, Archibald, 13767, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Moulton, James, 12150, Cpl., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Mountain, Arthur, 12632, Pte., Gallipoli, 25/4/15. 

Mountford, Alfred, 9658, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Mucklow, Walter, 9110, L;Cpl., F. & F., 14/4/18. 

Mullard, William Edward. 9010, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Mullett, William, 15406, Pte., Gallipoli, 2/5/15. 

Mullins, Charles, 45287, Pte., F. & F., 4/12/17. 

Mumford, William, 45123, Pte., F. & F., 30/11/17. 

Mundy, Edward Percy, 22275, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 26/11/15. 

Mundy, Frederick Dew, 37019, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
19/5/17. 

Munroe, James, 12443, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 

Murrcy, Alfred, 19540, Cpl., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Myddlcton-Gavey, Francis, Capt., Gallipoli, 28/9/15. 


1/7th Battalion. 


Manley, Sidney Alfred, 2749, Pte., F. & F., 19/7/16. 

Mansell, Joseph, 201411, Pte., d. of w., Italy, 15/6/18. 

Marks, James, 200640, L/Cpl., Italy, 31/10/18. 

Marsh, Harry Charles, 241838, Pte., F. & F., 25/4/17. 

Martin, Charles, 41477, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Martin, William Henry, 201314, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Mason, George Henry, 23733, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Matthews, Henry, 200139, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 13/4/17. 

Maule, Edwin, 242079, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Mayall, William, 200768, Cpl., F. & F., 25/4/17. 

Meese, Harry Francis, 48178, Pte., d. of w., Italy, 18/6/18. 

Mellings, William Richard, 200838, I./Spt., d., Italy, 13/6/18, 

Merritt, William Hastings, 4739, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/16. 

Mewis, Harry, 45177, Pte., F. & I'., 17/8/17. 

Midgley, Albert, 2/Lt., d. of w., Italy. 18/6,18. 

Millar, William, 41345, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/8/17. 

Millership, Penjamin, 201707, Pte., F. & F., 25/4/17. 

Mills, Frederick Harold, 203767, Pte., F. & F., 13/4/17. 

Mills, George Henry, 4095, Pte., d., F. & F., 8/4/16. 

Mills, Harold, 200957, Sgt., F. & F., 26/8/17 

Milner, William, 203 Pte., Italy, 11/10, 

Milward, William Norris, 203837, Pte., F., 13/4/17. 

Mitchell, John James Henry, 51066, Cpl., Italy, 15/6/18. 

Montgomery, Albert Barr, Capt., d. of w., F. & F., 17/8/17. 

Moore, John Thomas, 203072, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Morcombe, Henry, 4858, Pte., F. & F., 21 6. 

Morris, Frank, 200587, 25/4/17. 

Morris, Joha, 3875, L 9/12/16. 

Morris, Joseph, 201 ; EA. i 

Morris, Samuel, 92, Cpl., F. & F., 11/5/15. 

Moss, James, 200104, Sgt., F. & F., 13/4/17. 

Moule, Arthur, 200524, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/4/17. 

Moule, William Lawrence, 20067, C.S.M., d. of w., F. & F., 
24/4/17, 
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2/Tth Battalion. 


Manders, Arthur, 238003, Pte., F. & F., 19/8/17. 

Mason, Alfred, 5068, Pte., d., F. & F., 28/11/16. 

Mason, Harry George, 20229, Pte., F. & F., 20/11/16. 
Mayer, William Harold, 4191, Pte., F. & F., 10/10/16. 
Mavo, Arthur, 203377, L/Cpl, F. & F., 3/12/17. 

Millward, John, 3934, Pte., F. & F., 9/12, 16. 

Millward, Thomas, 201806, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/9/17. 
Minors, Ronald Towers, Capt., 27, 3/18. 

Mullinger, Beni imin, 202584, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/17. 
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1/8th Battalion. 


Mackie, George, 2147, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 3/4/16. 


Maries, Charles Frederick, 724, Pte., d. of w., FL& F., 
25/6/15. 
Marston, Thomas, 2273, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/11/16. 


Martin, George, 240955, L/Cpl. F. & F., 27/6/17. 

Mason, John Edward, 241644, Pte., Italy, 9/8/18. 

Masters, George William, 260033, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Matthe John, 3057, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 21/2/16. 

Matthe Richard Heury, 66012, Pte., Italy, 23/10/18. 

McKelvie, Ronald, 240447, Sgt., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Mereditty Albert John, 2892, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/6/15. 
y, Ernest, 240881, Cpl., Italy, 9/10/18. 

Dennis, 240555, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/17. 

, George Spincer, 260167, Pte., Italy, 23/10/18. 

Milsom, Sidney, 260113, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Mitchell, Bert, 4213, Pte., F. & F., 6/3/16. 

Moon, Frederick, 66024, Pte., Italy, 23/10/18. 

Moore, Arthur, 241803, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/17. 

Moore, James, 260126, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Morcombe, Sidney William, 240906, L/Cpl, F. & F., 24/4/17. 


Morgan, just Enoch, 242646, Pte., d. of w.,, F.&F., 
: William, 1917, Pte. 

Mousley, Harry, 240888, Pi 7 

Munford, Horace tie 2: 30/3/16 

Murrell, George Henry, 492. 10/18. 

Mustart, Arthur Lytton Holew 260009, L/CpL., Italy, 18/10/18. 

2/8th Battalion. 
Macey, Fdwin Henry Valentine, 260338, Pte., F.& F., 


27/8/17. 
Mailey, William, 50733, Pte., d., F. & F., 24/11/18, 
Malin, Thomas, 241488, Pte., d., F. & F., 2/2/18. 
Mallin, Joseph, 30138, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Malpass, John, 242193, Pte., F. & F., 15/11/17. 
Manning, William, 1472, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Mantle, Herbert Bernard, 241520, Cpl., F. & F., 13/12/17. 
Marsh, George Arthur, 9263, Pte., F. & F., 25/4/18. 
Martin, Charles, 49071, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Maslea, William Ralph, 51467, Pte., F. & F., 28/5/18. 


Maslin, Walter Frank, 260282, Pte., d., F. & F., 6/5/18. 

Matthews, Paniel, 57953, Cpl., F. & F., 1/11/18. 

Matthews, Joseph William, 41250, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17 

Maxworthy, Edward William, 50962, Pte., d., of w., F. & F., 
3/9/18. 

McMahon, Jobn, 44150, Pte., F. & F., 15/8/18. 

Medland, Robert Cecil, 2419 Sgt., d., F. & F., 13/11/18. 

Merrifield, Perey, 2/Lt., F. & 21 /3/18. 

Millward, Samuel, 201904, L/Cpl., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Millward, Thomas Edward, z: 1584, Pte., F, & F., 1/10/17. 

Milton, Sidney Robert, 240978, Pte., F.& F, 13/4/18. 


Mingo, Albert Charles, 242042, Licpl., d. 
Minshall, William, 43 
Monk, Roland 
Morris, Thomas Edw 
Morris, William, 242253, 
Moss, Ernest Norman, 44149, Pte., d. of 
Mou 
Sours 
Mullins, 


FE. & F., 9/11/18. 
F,& F., 4/9/18. 
F., 2/12/16, 
Wines 


ucis George 
win James, 


. Pte., 


Munn, ies 240742, B&F. aia 
Mutter, Walter John, 51276, Pte., d., Home, 31/12/18. 
Mycock, Herbert, 52533, Pte. F.& F., 15/4/18. 


9th Battalion. 


Maddison, Frederick, 18665, Cpl., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 
Malin, Fdward Thomas, 24191, L/Cpl., d., Mesopotamia, 
13, 7/17. 

Mahns, Robert, 13774, Pte., 
Mallows, Charles, 91 
Mann, Nicholas Jose 
Marsa, Benjamin, 1 
Marsh, Wiliam ‘thom. 
Martina, Jack, 218¢ 


Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
., Gallipoli, 10; 
, Pte., Mesopot mia, 1} 
d. of W., at sea, 16/8/15. 
, Cpl, Galhpoli, 10/8/15, 
»ypotamia, | 


Martin, James, Pte., Mesopotami: 
Martin, John William, RO828, Pte., Mesopotamia, 8/1/17. 
Mason, Alired, 24881, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 6/8/16. 


Mason, Jolin, 20408, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 26/6/17. 
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Matthews, Arthur Richard, 30521, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia 
13/1/17. 

Matthews, Ernest, 14032, Pte., Gallipoli, 8/8/15. 

Matthews, Henry John, 35410, Pte., d., Mesopotazia, 
12/10/18. 

Matthews, Oswald Amos, 14854, Pte., Gallipoli, 104,15, 

Maybourn, Frank, 13435, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 20 4 16 

McCoy, Thomas, 13855, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 12 8:15 

McFaul, John Patrick Francis, 38026, I. Sgt., Mesportama, 
26/1/17. 

McHale, James, 9031, Pte., 


d., Mesopotamia, 6/10'16, 


Melia, Martin, 22295, Pte., d Iesopotamia 6 18. 
Mellor, Thomas, 38037, Pte., Mesopotamia, AT, 
Merry, Samuel, $711, Pte., d. at sea, 15/4/17. 
Middleton, Lewis, 13775, L/Cpl., d. of w., Gallipoli, 9 § 15 
Millichip, Herbert, 20417, Pte., d., Hom 2,15. 


Millin, James, 15213, Pte., Gallipoli, 

Mills, Edgar Frank, 44549, Pte., 
14/9/18. 

Millward, Joseph, 20705, Pte., d 

Millward, William, 20649, Pte., 

Milner, Arthur, 17234, 


lus; 
d. of w., 


: Mesopotamia 


« Malta, 19/12'15. 
Mesopotamia, 251,17. 
Pte., Mesopotamia, 19 4/16. 


Mitchell, Jonathan William, 31426, Pte., Mesopotamia, 
25/1/17. 
Mocre, Albert, 14576, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14 9'Is 


Moore, Richard, 9153, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 12 6 16. 
Morley, Amos, 35702, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14 13. 
Morris, Edwin, 13835, L/Cp allipoli, 10, 8°15. 
Morris, Frederick Charles, 861 Pte., Mesopotamia, 14 91s 
Morris, George, 1971 “pL, Mesopotamia, 15°12 1b 
Morris, George Alex, 21, Pte., Gallipoli, 1 
Morris, William, 15084, Pte., Gallipoli, 16 7 
Morris, William, 20799, Pte if 
Morton, Henry, 18893, Pte., Gallipoli, 10:8 15. 
Moule, Reginald, 27196, L/Cpl., Mesopotamia, 25 1 17 
Mullin, Thomas, 8199, Pte., d. of v fesopotamia, 15 
Murray, Charles Michael, 24534, Pte., d. of w., Mesopx 
1/2/17. 
Myer, Denzil Grenville Alex, 2/Lt., 


F&F. 2 
10th Battalion. 


MacDonald, Arthur, 40726, Cpl., F. & F. 
Macham, William Charles, 201888, Pte. 
Mackney, Oswald Moseley, 207375, 5; 
Macready, George, 15566, Pte., F. & 
Mainwaring, James, 40816, Pte., 
Major, Herbert, 203511, Pte., d. of w., 
Malpass, Enoch, 5554, Pte., F. & F., 215° 
Mansell, Frank, 260387, Pte., d. of w., F. re F., 
Mansell, John, 201593, Pte., d. of w., F.& F. 
March, George, 27467, Pre., d. of w., F. & 
Marke, John Edward, 17504, Pte 
Marriott, William Thomas, 1007; 
Marsh, Thomas, 21080, Pte., 
Marsh, Thomas, 21125, Pte., 
Martin, Frederick Kenneth, 16522 ee, de, 
Martin, James William, 20940, L. cpl F 
Martin, John Ebenezer, $2774, Pte. F. 
Martin, William Thom Pte., 
Martins, Frederick, 2! 
Maskall, Joseph, 43561, Pte., 
Mason, Harold Joh 
Mason, Sidnev, 27699, Pte.,, 
Masterson, Christopher John, 
Matley, John, 22507, Pte., 
Matta, Frank, 207265, Pte. 
Matthews, Edgar John, 31 
Matthews, Sidney Hector, 202574, 
Mayers, John William, 40745, Pte., F.« F., 


a7 3 is 


Ea KF. 


m2 
Mayes, Christopher, 2692, Pte., F. '& 4 Lo 16, 
McCormick, Harry Edwin, 16299, L,Cpl., d. of w, Hote 
14/11/16. 
Merrett, Arthur Stanley, 44197, Pte., d. of w.. FaF 
27/4/18. 
Merrett, Jesse Alfred, 15758, Pte., F. & F., 20 ait 


Mettyer, Charles Fdwa ard, 44202, P 


Micklewright, James Heur 20064, 
Miles, Albert James, 40720, LjCp! 
Miles, Fred, 11282, Set., d. of w 


Millership, Richard, 20607, Pte., d. of w., F 
Millichip, William, 18236, Pte., Fak. 3,7, 16. 
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Milligan, Walter George, 43560, Pte., F. & F., 5/5/18. 
Mills, Albert, 15745, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Moorcroft, John Temply, 39889, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/16. 
Moore, Herbert William, $2743, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/16. 
Moore, William, 40703, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Morris, William Charles, 3545, Pte., F. & F., 24/3/18. 
Moses, George Henry, 40014, L/Cpl, F. & F., 18/11/16. 
Moule, Frederick, 202734, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Murch, Frederick, 241972, Pte. & F., 10/4/18. 
Murphy, James, | 7, Pte., F. ., 80/7/16, 
Murphy, James, 18375, Pte., F. & F., 25/12/15. 
Murray, Robert Alexander, 18719, L/Sgt., d. of w., 
4/7/16. 
Mustin, Thomas Henry, 33470, Pte., F. & F., 13/2/17. 


FL.& F., 


1ith Battalion. 


Malpass, George, 16; 
Marshall, George, 17: 
Maslin, Reginald, 1¢ 
Masters, Henry, 101 
Mav, Victor Charles, 
Meecham, Arthur Tignes ’ 
Melia, Jack, 23300, Pte., d., Salonica, 10/7 
Mills, Walter, 34059, Pte., Salonica, 24 ui, 

Moore, Arthur, 29824, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 

Moore, George, 16167, L/Cpl., d. of w., Salonica, 14/10/16. 
Muscat, Edward, 34402, Cpl., d., Salonica, 16/10/18. 
Musselle, Albert, 18131, Sgt., Salonica, 24/4/17. 


Salonica, 24/4/17. 
louica, 24/4/17. 
2 Salonica, 1 10/18. 


14th Battalion. 


Marks, Eustace Haruld, 47176, Pte., 


d. of w., F. & F., 27/5/17. 
Marsh, George, 21014, Pte., I. & I 


» Maj 17. 


1st Battalion. 


Naden, William, 44177, Pte., F. & F., 21/4/18. 

Nash, William George, 11309, L/Cpl., d. of w., F.& F., 
13/7/16, 

Naylor, William Edwin, 

eale, Fred, 241441, Pte 


10827, L/C 
.d. of w 


& F., 6/7/16. 
16/10/17. 


dle, James Arthur, 12.488, Pt » 19/LL/14. 
» Percy Fred, 42674, Pte., d., 1 4/3/17. 
eville, Francis William, 11851, Syt., d. of w., F.& F., 
11/12/14. 
Newhouse, Joseph, 14336, 
, Charles, | 
George, 
Nicholls, Edwin Jesse, M. 


ordon Alfred, 
, Joseph William 

13/2/18. 
Nicklin, ‘aIbert, 103 
Nicklin, Thomas, 


Nicholls, 


“dof W., 
277/17, 
3/3/18. 


& F., 26/9/15, 
Noon, Ernest, 411 
James, 2¢ 


Norton, 


. 5, Pte., F.& F., 29/9/18. 
» M47, Pte, Pl& F., 20/11/14. 


Solomon, 9071, Set gi 
Henry John, 14 if iF. » 16/5 5/15, 
Luke John, 10136, Pte., VF. & EF. 214/14. 


, Samuel, 20287, Pte., d. of we F. "&F. pride 
e, Christopher Ernest, 2/Lt., F.& F, 
Ne le, John James, 39 Pte: 
Ness, Horace William, 49294, Pte., F. 
New, Albert Edward, 50814, Pte., F. 
New, William, 9069, Pte., F 
Newey, Charles Wilham, 
Newey, John Edward, 
New Wilham, 
Newis, Thomas Id 
Newman, James 
Newton, David, 


ant) 
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Martin, Thomas Joseph Edwin, 38506, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/17. 
May, Francis James, 30878, Pte., F. & F., 4/2/17. 
Meacham, William Charles, 25655, Pte., F. & F., 30/5/17. 
Mead, Charles, 26155, Pte., d., F. & F., 21/3/17. 

Mills, James, 25451, L/Cpl., d., F. & F., 20/6/18. 

Milne, William, 47971, Pte., F. ‘& F., 1/1/18. 

Mobley, Charles William John, 29937, Pte.,d., F. & F., 8/1/17. 
Moon, Joseph, 40924, Pte., d. of w., F. &F., 22/6/17. 
Morson, Walter, 29551, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 7/8/16. 
Mounsey, Ernest Smith, 26736, Cpl., F.& F., 19/10/17. 
Mullard, Walter Ernest, 24884, Pte., F.& F., 6/11/17. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Home). 


Mackie, Alfred, 9992, Sgt., Dr., 12/5/17 (6th Bn.). 
Main, Alfred Leonard, Lt. d., 3.1019. 

Maloney, Patrick, 47349, Pte., 31/10/17 (16th Bn.). 
Mant, Charles Clifford, 15854, Sgt., 16/7/17 (5th Bn.). 
Martin, Archie, 3144, Pte., 12/3/16 (8th Res. Bn.). 
Massey, John, 36643, Pte., 
Meal, William, Capt., d 
Merriman, Francis, 7335, 
Mitchell, John Henry, 62053, 
Moles, Ernest Henry, 971, L. 
Moorcroft, Harry, 66601, Pt 
Moran, Jack, 235019, Pte., 1 
Moss, Frederick, 20441, Pte., 


Other Units. 


Mackay, Claude Lysaght, 2/Lt., att. Manch. Regt., d. of w., 
7/6/15. 

McCutcheon, Hugh Edward, , att. R.F.C., 3/9/16. 

Miles, W.N., 2/Lt., att. R.A. i died 24/7/18. 

Molyneux, Er Seymour, Capt., att. Cyc. Corps, 30/11/17. 


Brat (Depot). 

, 5/11/18 (15th Bn.). 
3/117 (7th Res. Bn.), 
8/11/18 (5th Bn.). 

/18 (7th Res. Bn.). 
10/7/15 (13th Bn.). 


Nicholls, Arthur Harry, 12878, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 2/11/14. 
Nicholls, Leonard, 18552, L/Cpl., F. & F., 15/4/18. 

Nicklin, Harry John, M.C., 2/Lt., F. & F., 16/4/18. 
Norton, William, 203124, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 

Norwood, Herbert Thomas, 7513, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/14. 
Nott, Arthur George, 31316, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 
Nunney, Arthur Cornelius, 57762, Pte., F. & F., 20/6/18. 


3rd Battalion. 


Nash, Frederick, 19664, Sgt., F. & F., 26/8/16. 
Nash, George, 2/Lt., d. of w., F. & F., 20/6/15. 
Nash, John, 25159, L/Cpl., F. & F., 4/2/17. 
Neale, lrederick, 26000, Pte., F. F., 21/3/18. 
Nesbitt, Arnold Stearns, Capt. & F., 7/1114. 
New, Alfred, 8677, L/Cpl., F. & 29/8/15. 
Newman, Albert Bently, 45334, Pte., F. & F., 11/8/17. 
Newport, John, 41893, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Newport, Reginald, 203221, Pte., F. & F., 26/4/18. 
Nichol, Horace, 27139, Pte., F. & F., 6/7/16. 

Nicholls, John’ Heber, 19204, Pte., F. & F., 7/1/17. 
Nicholls, Joshua, 42776, Pte., F. & F., 7/8/18. 

Nicks, Robert, 9000, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 


Nicolle, Sydney Clarence, 41894, Pte., F.& F., 10/4/18. 
Nock, Sidn 9068, Pte., F.& F., 13/4/15. 
Nokes, Bert Edward, 34544, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 21/6/17. 
Norgrove, Fdgar John, 41400, Pte., F.& F., 10/4/18. 
Northey, Alfred, Lt., F. & F., 12, 14. 
Nunn, Arnold, 8845, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/5/16. 
Nutt, Lloyd, 7820, Pte., F. & F., 19/9/14. 

4th Battalion. 
Nash, Arthur, 8999, Pte., d., F. & F., 7/7/18. 


Nash, Harry Bennett, 9045, Pte., d., Turkey, 31/8/17. 
Nash, Neriah, 21180, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15 


Nash, George Stewart, 22231, Pte., Gallipo 6/8/15. 

Neal, Leonard, 15367, Pte., d. of w., F.& SL LILIG: 

Neale, Walter, 12013, Sgt., MLM., d. of w., F. & F., 20/4/18. 
& Bar. 

Needs, Frank, 25358, Pte., F. & F., 22 10/16. 


Newbury, Hubert William, 15482, Cpl., d. of w., FL& F., 


12/8/17. 
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Newcombe, Clark Charles Upham, 2/Lt., F. & F., 17/8/17. 

Newman, Arthur, 24065, Pte., F. & F., 15/6/18. 

Newton, Edward, 22680, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Newton, Frederick, 12213, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 11/7/15. 

Nicholls, Charles, 11543, Pte., d. of w., Mudros, 17/8/15. 

Nicholls, Sidney Platt, 23033, Pte., d. of w., Alexandria, 
2/9/15. 

Nicholls, Thon:as Williar, 47939, Pte., d., Home, 8/11/18. 

Nicholson, Geoffrey Douglas Lothian, 2/Lt., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Nicklin, George, 22057, L/Cpl., F. & F., 18/9/16. 

Nind, Albert 7712, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Nobbs, Walter, 37322, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/17. 

Noke, Thomas, 11597, Cpl., Gallipoli, 29/6/15. 

Noon, Leonard George, 19722, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

North, Sidney, 18130, Pte., d., Turkey, 31/5/17, 

Norton, Robert, 235098, Pte., F. & F., 24/11/17. 

Nott, Frank, 13131, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/16. 


1/Tth Battalion. 


Neale, James, 2476, Cpl., F. & F., 25/7/16. 
Newman, Richard, 201428, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 
Newnham, Harry, 3433, L/Cpl., d., Home, 29/5/16. 
Newton, George, 2588, Pte., F. & F., 16/7/16. 
Nind, Jesse, 27761, Pte., Italy, 11/10/18. 

Novis, Bert, 41349, Pte., M.M., F. & F., 26/8/17. 


2/Tth Battalion. 


Naylor, Emanuel, 1908, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 12/10/16. 
Neale, Albert, 3370, L/Cpl., d., Home, 6/10/15. 

New, Harry, 3641, Pte., F. &fiF., 10/10/16. 

Nicholls, Kobert, 3563, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/10/16. 

Nickless, Harry, 201674, Pte., F. & F., 12/9/17. 

Nicklin, James, 201438, L/Cpl., F. & F., 24/10/17. 


1/8th Battalion. 


Nash, William, 241373, Pte., F. & F., 7/10/18. 

Naylor, James William, 8060, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 14/10/17. 
Nelson, Percy Harold, 52879, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/18. 

New, Francis Cyril, 3524, Pte., F. & F., 30/1/16. 

Nobes, Percy, 260169, Pte., F. &F., 16/8/17. 

Nock, George Harold, 49256, Pte., F& F., 19/10/18. 
Nokes, Arthur, 1878, Pte., F. é&F., 3/1/16. 

Norwood, Albert, 240634, Pte., F. & F., 25/2/17. 


2/8th Battalion. 


Nail, Stanley, 242069, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 31/10/18. 
Nash, Wilfred Thomas, 48224, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 
Neville, Reginald James, 263015, Pte., F. & F., 12/9/17. 
Newey, Charles Whelle, 263080, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 
Nicholls, Benjamin, 242459, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 
Nissen, Mark, 5597, Pte., F. & F., 4/12/16, 


1st Battalion. 


Oakley, Thomas, 8529, Pte., F. & F., 10/3/15. 
O'Brien, Francis Joseph, Capt., F. & F, 31/7/17. 
Odell, William Georg 21, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
O'Dowd, Claude, 30: Pte., F.& F., 31/7) jt. 
Oliver, Albert Phillip, 27294, Pte., F! & F., 5/8/16. 
Onions, Albert, 12881, Pte., F. 
Osben, Henry, 9824, L/Cpl., 
Osborn, Henry Stanley, 13796, f 
Osborne, Charles Henry, 11780, Pte., 
Osborne, John, 9108, Pte., F. & F., 
Overd, Harry, 12229, Pte., F. & F. 
Owen, John James, 8632, Pte., F. & I 
Owen, Albert Edward, 354386, Pte., F. 
Owen, Wilham Henry, 8536, Pte., F. 


“i 12/14. 


2nd Battalion. 


Oakes, Frederick Gillert, 39744, Pte., d. of w., Home, 29/11/16, 
Odell, Ernest Jesse, 12523, Pte, FL& E111 16, 


Noble, Percy John, 41264, Pte., F. & F., 29/8/17. 
Noyes, William James, 260340, Pte.. F. & F., 21/3/18. 


Nash, Frederick, G., 13922, L/Sgt., F. & F., 10°8:15 

Nash, Hugh Chapman, 27429, Pte., d., Mesopotamua, 29 3! 

Nash, Joseph Albert, 13638, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 27.9 in, 

Newey, William Charles, 19587, Pte., Gallipoli, lu 615 

Newman, William Charles, 31338, Pte., d., Mesupotaza, 
29/10/18. 

Nicholls, John Jack, 27073, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotaz.a 
18/12/16. 

Nightingale, Walter, 24907, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 1377 1¢ 

Nixon, James, 13861, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8, 15. 

Noble, Mark Egerton, 18701, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 10618 

Norman, David George, 31045, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25,117. 

North, William, 7811, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1/16 

Nunn, Mervyn Henry, Lt.-Col., Gallipoli, 10, 8/15. 


10th Battalion. 


Neal, Alfred, 18149, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/16. 

Neale, Stanley Walter, 15606, Pte., F. & F., 23/7/16. 
Nelmes, Frederick, 17220, Pte., re f Bes 
New, Albert Henry, 17009, Pte., &E., 
Newel, George Albert, 17927, Lice, a. of 
Newman, Daniel, 39670, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Nickless, Charles, 40124, 1 iCpl., F.& ia 
Nightingale, Herbert Edward, 51280, Pte 
Nunn, Archibald, 16916, Pte., F. & F., 24 


ries. 


11th Battalion. 


Neale, Albert, 18177, Pte., Salonica, 27/2/17. 

Need, John, 17105, Sgt., Salonica, 25/5/17. 

Newman, Walter, 27598, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Newman, William Anthony, 20233, Pre., Salonica, 2441 
Nicholls, Hamilton, 22856, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 2% 2,15. 
Nicklin, John Edward, 30515, Pte. , Salonica, 24,4,17. 


14th Battalien. 


Norris, Percy, 29628, Pte., F. & F., 30/10/17. 
Nowlan, Albert Thomas, 37504, Pte., d., F. & F., 19416 


Reserve Battaliens, etc. (Died at Home). 


Newton, James George Benjamin, 67603, Pte., 61: i! 
(5th Bn.). 
Other Units. 


Neilson, Malcolm Arthur, Major, att. 2nd Canadian Is!. 
9/4/17. 


Oldaker, Charles James Swinburne, 8551, L/Sgt., F. &F. 
26/9/15. 

Oldham, Llewellyn Haslope, 2/Lt., F.& F., 26915 

Oldland, Charles James, 37777, Pte., F.& F., ysl" 

Organ, Richard, 6240, Pte., F. & F., 31,10 14. 

Organ, Walter Alfred, 30624, Pte., dF & F.. 418 

Orme, Albert, 14384, Pte., dof w, F&F, 29,4 15. 


3rd Battalion. 


Oakley, Benjamin, 15486, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 7615 
Oakley, Daniel, 201277, Sgt., F. & F “13. 
Oakley, Harold, 14114, L/Cpl., F. & F., 24,8,16. 
Oclee, Percy, 92 -& F., 7) WI. 

O'Connor, Albert F ae ard H 
O'Hagan, John, 8738, Pte., 
Oldbury, John, 6274, Pte., 
Oliver, George, 9726, Pte., 
Orgee, William, 13798, Sgt., d. of w. 
Orme, penta Brune 33341, Pte., d., 
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O'Shea, Joseph, 8107, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 

Osman, John Charles Herbert, 44216, L/Cpl., 
25/9/18. 

Owen, Albert Victor, 12591, Cpl., F. & F., 30/11/16, M.M. 

Owen, Charles, 14356, Pte., F. & F., 30/11/17. 


F&F, 


Owen, Edward Robert, 7520, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
TLL15. 
Owen, Frederick, 41896, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 


Owen, Richard Thomas, 8575, Pte., F. & F., 22/5/16. 


4th Battalion. 


Oliver, Alfred, 21324, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 9/8/15. 
Oliver, Albert Edward, 21993, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Oliver, Edward John, 14285, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/9/15. 
O'Neill, William, 22698, Pte., F. & F., 
Oram, Steven, 30698, Pte., d. of w. 
Owens, Charles Thomas, 8626, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


1/Tth Battalion. 


Oakley, Cyril, 200298, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/4/17. 
Oliver, Thomas, 200515, L/Sgt., F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Overton, George, 41646, Pte., Ita! /3/18. 
Owen, James, 563, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 


1/5/15. 


1st Battalion. 


Pace, Robert Charles, 9353, Pte. d. of w., F.& F., 
Paddock, Frederick Thon FL.& FE, 
Paddock, James, 9674, Pte., F. 
Padmore, Edward, 885], Pte., F. 
Page, Charles Henry, 45130, Ces 
Page, Lionel, 2/Lt., FE. & KF. 
Payne, Alfred Percy, 15. 


13/2/15. 
5/6/18. 


> & F., 31/7/17. 


Payne, Harry, 1 2046, T FL & F., 24/9/16. 
Payne, William, 30951, z & F., 4/3/17. 
Painter, Robert, 11971, Pte., F. & F,, 15/11/14. 


Painter, Thomas, 19196, Pte 
Painting, Walter James, 3: 
Palmer, 
Palmer, 
Palmer, 


F.& F., 20/11/17. 

Pre., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Edward Anderson, 2’Lt., FL & F., 14/10/18, 
Frank James, 44451, Pte., d. of w., F. & BE? nalelis: 
John Edward, 8305, Pte., a & F. 

Palmer, Joseph, 11241, LjCph., 
Palmer, ‘Tom, 13528, Pte., F 
Pardoe, George, 24079, Pte., 
Parker, Frederick Stephen, 11758, F.& F. , 26/1/15. 
Parker, William, 9230, Pte., d. of w., F. &F., 13). 5/15. 
Parry, Frederick Hurst, 23705, Pte., * 
Partridge, Abel, 8023, Pte., d. of w., F. i y 
Partridge, Benjamin, 11419, L/Cpl., F. & F., 612/14, 
Partridge, Rupert, 31259, Pte., d., F. & F., 10/3/17. 
Partridge, Thomas, 235047, Pte., F. & F., 22/11/17. 
Passey, George Edward, 17845, Pte., F. & F., 9/5/15. 
Patterson, Frederick, 9634, Pte., d. of w., F, "& F 
Payton, Frederick Henry, 8874, Pte., 
Peake, Walter George, 203450, Pte., F.& F, 4/ 
Pearce, Albert Henry George, 8985, Pte., Re & F. 
Pearce, Harry, 14667, Pte., F. & Xr. , 13/3/15. 
Pedlar, Alonzo, 241860, Pte 7/9/18. 
Pemberton, George, 9769, L/C F. & F,, 28/10/16. 
Perigo, William, 2 23) 11/17. 

3 F., 28/3/18. 

O4, Pte., F.& F., 6/6/18. 

F.& F 14/10/18. 

e & 


., 13/2/15. 
3/3/15. 


, 10/7/16. 


Perkes, Frederick Joseph, 
Perks, Harry, 238021, Pte 
Perks, Thomas, | Pte 
Porrins, Thomas, 2 
Perrin, William Edward, 201 
Perry, George, 16988, I. CpL., 
Perry, John William, 37206, Bie 
Peters, John James, ¢ 
Phillips, Arthur Desmond, 
Phillips, Harry, 22334, Pte., 


Philpotts, Francis Edwin Hughes, series L} ‘Cpl. KF, & F., 
27/3/18. 
Pick, John Henry, 14638, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 11/7/16. 
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1/8th Baftalion. 


Osborn, Heary Thoinas, 241047, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/9/17. 
Overd, Alired, 3373, Pte., F. & F., 14/12/16 
Overd, William, 20423, Pte., F. & F., 19/8/17. 


Sth Battalion. 


Oakley, William Horace, 27018, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18. 
Oliver, Thomas, 17223, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 6/4/16. 
Orange, James Herbert, 26968, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 


10th Battalion. 


Oliver, Percy, 39879, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 
Oram, Walter Edwin, 203770, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 
Orme, George, 51285, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 
Osborne, Edgar Matthew Charlton, 148U1, Pte., F. & F., 
3/7/16. 
11th Battalion. 


Oliver, William, 16667, L/Cpl., d. of w., Salonica, 26/4/17. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Home). 
Oliver, Thomas John, 46587, L/Cpl., 31/10/18 (16th Bn.). 


Pickering, John, 8698, Pte., F. & F., 9/5/15. 

Pickvance, James, 206268, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 28/8/18, 
M.M. 

Pitt, John, 27573, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 8/12/17. 

Pitt, Sam, 10390, Pte., F. & F., 11/12/14. 

Pook, George Frederick, 25979, Pte., F. & F., 25/4/17. 

Poole, George Thomas, 30520, L/Cpl., d. of w. LF. & F., 26/9/16. 

Pooley, Harry, 43064, Pte., F. & F., 23/8/18. 

Portlock, Henry, 11311, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Potter, Albert John, 9125, Pte., F. & F., 10/7/16. 

Potter, John, 2/Lt., F. & F., 24/3/18. 

Poulton, William George, 9123, Pte., F. & F., 10/7/16. 

Pountney, Charles Edward William, 12572, Pte., F.& F., 
21/5/15. 

Powers, Victor Arthur, 33539, Pte., 

Poyner, Alfred, 24029, Pte., F. & F. 

Pratt, Stanley Eric, 235285, Pte: 

Price, Alfred, 39550, Pte., F. & I ‘ 

Price, George, 37504, Pte., F. & F. 2/LL/IT. 


F. & F., 24/11/17. 
9/7/16. 


Price, John William, 9809, L/Cpl., F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Price, Thomas, 20019, Pte., FL& F., 31/7/17. 7 

Price, William Edward, 31211, Cpl., F. & F., 1/4/18. 

Pridmore, William Thomas, 235023, Pte., d. of w., F. & F.. 
10/1/18. 


Priest, James, 8531, Pte., F. & F., 25/1/15. 

Pritchard, Bernard Wesley, 30627, Pte., d. of w., F.& F, 
8/9/16, 

Pritchard, John, 10804, Pte., 

Proctor, Henry, 43079, Pte., 


F. & F., 24/5/16. 
d. of w., F. & F., 3/8/18, 


Prosser, Arthur Edward, Capt., died, p. of w., 23/10/18. 
Prosser, Harry, 19717, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Pryce, Bert Wallis, 235057, Pte., F. & F., 17/8/17. 


Pudge, Richard, 42612, Pte., F, & F., 27/10/16. 

Pudney, Alfred George Henry, 51393, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
2/8/18. 

Bagh’ Moward: 9083, Pte., F. & F., 12/2/16. 

Purcell, Walter, 235416, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/8/18. 

Purnell, Thomas Bernard, 35. Pte., F.& F., 11/9/18. 

Pyatt, Alfred, 15409, Pte., F. &F., 25/9/15. 


2nd Battalion. 


Packer, Thomas, 31508, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 
Page, Clifford, 6299, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15, 

Page, Ernest, 11573, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/14. 

Page, Joseph Henry, 14304, Pre., Bo & F., 10/11/15. 
Page, William, 19790, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Palmer, Arthur, 8366, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 8/3/15 
Palmer, Esau, 36313, Pte., d., F.& F., 13/4/18, 
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Palmer, William, 46090, Pte., d., F. & F., 26/11/18. 


Pandfield, William Godridge, 2/;Lt., F.& F., 21/8/16. 
Pardoe, Walter, 9799, Drmr. d. of w., F. °., 20/10/17. 
Parker, Enoch, 35095, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/5/17. 
Parker, James Abner, 13894, Pte., F. & F., 15/7/16. 
Parkes, Arthur, 22346, Pte., d., F. & F., 29/12/17. 

Parkes, George, 8069, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15 

Parkes, John, 9578, Pte., d. of w. 


Parkes, Samuel, 19973, Pte., b 
Parkhouse, Ronald Bertie, 40246, Pte 
Parry, Thomas, 38206, Pte., FL & 

Parsons, Harry, 7266, Pte., 
Partington, Joseph Francis, 5 153, Cpl F 
Partridge, Matthew, 8714, Pte., FL& 
Pass, Herbert George, 8640, Pi 
Passmore, William, 9325, Pte. 


2210/14, 
& F., 17/4/18. 


Paxton, Jim, 7 LiCpl., F. & F., 14/9/14. 

Payton, William, 8214, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/14. 

Peach, George, 8316, UCpl., F. & F., eee 

Pearce, Thomas Ki ald, 40247, Pte. , 5/11/16, 
Pearse, Albert, 203229, Pte., F. & F., 2 

Pearson, Alan Dobing, 31781, L/Cpl , 21/5/17, 
Pearson, James, 20088, Pte. «& a 


Peats, Charles, 15049, Pte., d., F. & 12/10/18. 


Pelmear, Frederick William Henry, 57681, Pte., F. & F., 
29/9/18. 
Pengelly, Leycester Lionel, 24634, Sgt., F. & F., 21/5/17. 


Penn, Roland, 201251, Pte., F. & F., 25/! 5 
Pepper, Edward Frederick, 26094, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 
Pepys, Reginald Whitmore, Cart., d. of w., F. & F., 21/9/14. 
Perkins, Albert, 25253, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Perkins, Arthur, 22650, Pte., d. of w., Home, 26/6/17. 
Perks, Albert, 8513, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/11/4. 
Perks, Francis, 18814, Pte., FL& 2/11/16. 
Perks, William Thomas, 46920, Pte., d. ol ee & F., 17/4/18. 
Perring, Cyril, 40689, Pre., F. & F., 1 
Petford, John, 10949, Pte., F&F 1 
Petherbridge, Sidney Mardon, 37811, Pte., 
Phelps, Sidney, 8473, Pte., F. & F., 16/ 5/15. 
Phillips, Frederick, 10338, Pte., F. & F. 16/4/18. 
Phillips, Harold Marshall, 35882, Pte., ‘d. of w., F.&F., 
6/11/18. 
Phillips, Leonard 
Phillips, Thomas, 1: 
Philpot, Alfred Frederi 
Pick, Arthur Edward, 
Pilsbury, John, 1016 
Pittaway, Percy, 19991, 
Pocock, Peter, 29401, 
Pollard, Frank, 8764, 


.& F , 21/3/17. 


arry Perrins, Lt., F. & FE 6/11/16. 


Pte., 
Pte., ‘d. of w., 


Pool, Charles Herry, 57641, Pte.. 
Poole, George Frederick, 7192, Sgt., 
Pope, Cyril Montague, Lt., d. of v 24/10/14. 


Porter, John Edward, 10438, Pte., 


31/10/14. 
Porter, Wilfred Horne, 40209, L/Cpl., 


|, 5/11/16. 


Potter, Frank Arthur, 9791, Pte., d. of w on & F., 25/5/15. 
Potter, Percy Walter, 2/ eke, , 21/5/17. 
Pountney, William, 205¢ Pi 246, o; 15. 

Povey, John, 8795, Pte., F. & 

Powell, Edwin, 241341, Pte., 


Powell, Frank, 26941, Pte. 
Powell, George, 44295, Pte., 
Powell, James, 27846, Bee 
Powell, Sydney Leonard, 


Powell, William, 9047, Bie, 
Pownall, John, 2/Lt., 


Pratt, James Henry, ‘loo: 

Pratt, William Henry, 3 p #&. 

Prescott, Matthew Norman, 42042, Pt 

Preston, Frederick, 14619, Bie. d.ofw 

Price, Benjamin, 9175, Pte., 

Price, Kertie, 37827, Pte 
572, Pte., 


. ITAS18. 


Price, Frank, 9394, Pte., 
Pritchard, Albert Ernest, 


9os4, Pte., d. ot w. 
L/ Cy. 


5/15. 
,d.of w., F&F, 


Pritchard, Walter Ernest, 4860, 
16/6/15. 
- Samuel, 6652, Pte. 


P&B. 21 10 14, 


& F., 28/9/15, 
7/8/18, 
22/5, 16. 


Pryce, John Percival, 241348, Set., 
Pugh, Charles Albert, 25747, Pte., 
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Pugh, James, 4167, C.S.M. F.& F., 14°11 
Pugh, Samuel Wellstead, 93: Pte., F.& Folens 
Purchase, Arthur, 27108, Pte., d., F.& F., 431. 


3rd Battalion. 


Packer, Leslie Herker 


Packman, Walter, 
Page, Frederick, 
Page, Frederick Char 
Pagett, John Lionel, 1720s, 
Paine, Robert Woodlanc 
Parker, Edgar Char! 
Parker, George Her 
Parker, William Harold, 
Parkes, Henry, 7787, L. 
Parkes, Joseph, 2004 
Parkes, Richmond, 2275: 


we Mais 
ks 


Aven 


Parkes, William Henry, 2119. Fak itis 

Parkin, Herbert Percival, Fox TV, 285ls 

Parnell, Henry, 48483, Pte bo IS 108, 

Parson; 7 i 57, Pte., dof w, Hire 

(7/16. 

Parsons, Edgar Vineent Peter, Capt., d. of w, Fat 
26/4/18. 

Parsons, George, 8995, Pte., d. of w., Fo & F. 23515 


Parsons, Tidal, 9646, Pte., 


w F. 3, 15. 


Partridge, Ernest Frank, 19043, L/Cpl, F&F. 3%) 
Partridge, Thomas, 13188, Set., d. of w., Home, 8 let 
Patterson, Alfred Lloyd, 3, L.Cph, d. of w, Fat 


16/2/15. 
Pattinson, John, 5) 
Pavey, Arthur Will 
Payne, Albert, 
Payne, Albert I 
Payne, Edwin, 33196, LCpl 
Payton, John, $589, 1. Cpl 
Peacock, Samuel Edward, 

Pearce, Francis Mark 44180, Pte 
Pearce, George, 12 
Pearce, m Charles, 2: 
rheld Ambrose, 
Pearman, Samuel, 7 Pte, 
Pearson, James 
Pearson, 
Peeke, Courtney 
Peet, Henry 
Pemberton, 
Pemberton, 
Penny, 


d. of w 
hae Gere 


Peplow, , 
Perks, Wilfred Means, 
Perry, Arthur John Mewis, 
Perry, John, 7465 pales 
Peters, George, 
Petford, Frank, 193 
Phillips, Tom, ‘2422 
Phillips, Willia 
Piercy, Sowden Charles, 
Piller, Albert Edward, 
Pilling, George Henry, 
Pinfold, Alfred 
Ping, Alan Koy, 
Pinhorn, John, 41 
Pinnock, Charl 
Piper, Lawrence, 2. Lt., 
Pitt, Albert, 2! Pte., F.& F., 
Pitt, Herbert, | Pte, do of w 
Pitt, Joseph, 39886, Pte. Foa& F., 
Pitt, William, 8131, Pte., 1 

Pitt, William, 8942, Pte., 1 


Pittman, Fred: Christopher, 12499, Pte. Fox E M2 
Plant, Joseph, 19, Pte., d. os wi koak, bo tds 
Playdon, Georg: 18080, pes Pod Fo le 16 
Plimmer, Jack, 124s vd. a w, Rawk. is Is 


Pocknee, Richard, Pld : 

Pocock, Frederick Charles, : Es 
24/8/16. 5 

Pollard, George William, 13565, Pte., F&F, ie 


ROLL OF 


Poole, George, 21596, Pte., F. & F., 
Poole, Richard, 51296, Pte., F. & F. 
Poolton, Walter, 8407, Cpl., F T/lljla. 

Pope, Ernest, 40196, L/Cpl., d & F., 6/9/18. 
Poppleton, John, 13519, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 29/7/15. 
Porley, William, 11275, Set., F. & F., 24/7/15. 

Portelli, Joseph Paul, 14649, Cpl., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Porter, Joseph, 8369, Pte., F. & F., 12/9/15. 

Porter, Walter, 57392, Pte., d., F.& F., 31/8/18. 
Porter, William George, 51297, Pte., F.& F., 3/9/18. 
Portman, James Arthur, 15490, Pte., F. & F., 14/7/16. 
Portman, Solomon, 19414, Pte., F. & F., 1/8/16. 
Portman, Walter, 19822, Pte., F. & F., 27/4/15. 
Portsmouth, William, 42469, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Postans, John, 13386, Pte., F. & F., 19/9/14. 

Postings, Edgar Charles, 27160, Pte., F. & F., 2/11/16. 
Potter Horace, 14972, Pte., & F., 12/3/15. 

Poulton, Charles, 24748, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 

Powell, David Marsden, 57402, Pte., F. & F., 26/4/18. 
Powell, Henry, 25030, Pte., F. & F!, 11/8/17. 


17/5/16. 
27/5/18. 


Powell, John Joseph, 9002, Pte F/& F., 21/8/16. 
Powell, Reginald Walter, 2;Lt., F. & F., 10/7/16. 
Powell, William, 8947, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 


Pratt, Donald Augustus, 4175 
Pratt, Wallace Keginald, 29067, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Preedy, George Percy, 41897, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Prise, Alfred, 13137, L/Cpl., F. & F., 13/10/14. 

Price, Ernest, 40858, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/17. 

Price, John, 8400, Pte., F. & F., 7/1/16. 

Price, John, 10222, Pte., M.M., d. of w., Home, 15/4/18. 
Price, John Thomas, 7288, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 

Price, Wilfred Albert, 33128, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Price, Wilfred Ernest, 26519, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 16/7/17, 
Price, William George, 2129, Pte., F. & F.. 26/4/18. 
Priest, Joseph, 8491, L/Cpl, F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Prince, James, 42383, Pte., F. F., 21/3/18. 

Pritchards, David, 19808, Pte., F. 23/1/16. 

Probert, William, 40572, L/Cy Te 9/5/18. 

Proctor, Fred James, 57314, Pee., d., F. & F., 28/10/18. 
Prodger, Charles Stephen, 51401, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
18/10/18. 
Prosser, William, 


7645, Pte. d. of w., F. & F., 17/1/15. 


Pugh, Sidney John, 12859, Pte., d. of w e & F., 30/9/14. 
Pulling, Charles, 7716, Pte., d. of ¥ & F, , 10/3/15. 
Purcell, Albert, 49332 d., F. » 30/10/18, 


F, 
Pymer, Arthur James, 235114, Pte, fds. of w., F. & F, , 10/6/18. 


4th Battalion. 


Packer, William, 9763, L/Cpl., d. of w., Home, 24/7/15. 


Paddison, Henry Jepson, M.C., Capt., F. & F., 16/8/17. 
Page, Percy, 21380, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Pagett, C Thomas, 30245, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 


Pagett, Isaac, 7780, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Pagett, John Walter, 21480, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Palmer, Richard Joseph, 40659, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 8/7/17. 
Pardy, Joseph Robert, 13167, Pte., c _Mudros, 16/12/15, 
Parker, Andrew, 25107, Pte., FL & (18. 
Parker, Benjamin, 8009, L/Cpl G lip 6/8/15. 
Parker, George, 8977, Pte., d , 21/2/17. 
Parker, John Henry, 21951 es Galion. 6/8/15. 
Parker, Noah, 14947, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Parkes, Francis, 9678, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Parkes, Henry Gordon, 2 Lt., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

; Gallipoli, 7/8/15. 
4)17. 
te., FL & F., 
& F, ne 


1/6/17. 


Parton, samuel Willie am, 
Partridge, George, 8702 
Partridge, George Edy 
Partridge, Joseph 1 
Pateman, Harry 


oy "O/T. 

.ofw. 9/17. 
Ga llipoli, 6/5/15. 
rae , 28/11/16. 


Bitbaesi, nears 40416. 
Payne, Ernest, 10097, Szt., 
Payne, Herbert, 25313, Pte., F. & /3/ 

Payne, William Henry, 21327, Pte. , Gallipoli, 19/6/15. 
Peabody, Geurge, 11456, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15, 


, Pte. d.of w., F. & F., 27/9/18. 
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Peach, Ralph, 39757, Pte., F.& F., 12/10/16. 
Peacock, William, 6179, Pte., Gallipoli, 2/7/15. 

Pearce, Ernest John, 16437, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Pearce, Frank E., 15528, L/Sgt., F. & F., 16/8/17. 
Pearce, George Albert, 23059, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Pearce, Herbert, 11151, Cpl., F. & F., 20/10/18. 
Pearce, Henry Charles, 15137, Pte., F. & F., 20/10/18. 
Pearman, William, 13629, Pte., F. & F., 30/9/18. 
Pearson, Benjamin, 20821, Pte., Gallipoli, 25/9/15. 
Pearson, Clifford, 45956, Pte., F.& F., 29/9/18. 
Pearson, Dudley, 21773, Pte., ‘4, Alexandria, eiO/L Bs 
Pearson, John, 19455, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 28/9 
Pearson, William, 12129, Cpl, d. of w., F. 
Peat, William James, 12196, Drmr., F. & F., 23/ 
Peberdy, Thomas Frederick, 40420, Fte., d., F. & F a 
Pedder, Alfred Leslie King, 42454, Pte., Fr. & F., 
Pedley, Bernard, 25296, L/Cpl., F. & F., 4/6/16. 
Pemberton, James Thomas, 9730, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Pemble, Ernest, 20961, Pte., F. & F., 1/7/16. 

Pendrey, William Edward, 12077, Pte.. Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Pendress, Thomas Stanley, 20333, Pte., Gallij oli, 6/8/15. 
Pennell, George Henry, 12242, Pte., Gal!iy oli, 6/8/15. 
Penny, Hubert, 19936, Pte., Galli oli, 6/8/15. 

Pepper, Albert Edward, 9270, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Percox, Leslie William, 39664, L/Cpl., F. & F., 25/3/18. 
Perham, Ernest Noble, 2/Lt., d. of w., 1/8/17. 

Perkins, William Henry, 10709, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Perks, Harry, 46951, Pte., F. & F., 2/10/18. 

Perks, Harry, 48120, Pte., F. & F., 22/11/17. 

Perks, Thomas, 9613, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Perks, Wilfred, 38173, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Perrins, Harry, 12420, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 21/6/15. 

Perry, John, 10234, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Perry, Walter, 40839, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/9/18. 
Peters, James Alfred, 13396, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Peto, James Archibald, Lt., Gallipoli, 23/8/15. 

Phelps, George Henry, 22461, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Phillips, George, 20159, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 7/11/15. 
Phillips, Walter John, 39759, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 
Phipps, Alfred, 201898, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Phipps, Thomas, 45989, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Pick, Reginald, 40417, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Pickering, Arthur, 40419, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Picke.sgill-Cunlitte, John cuniiffe, Capt. Gallipoli, 4°6 15. 
Pickett, George, 16435, Pte., d. of w., Lemnos, 22/8/15. 
Piller, William John, 13024, Cpl., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Pinner, John, 12414, Cpl., F. & F., 23/4/17, M.M. 
Pitchford, William, 8798, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 11/10/17, 
Pitt, William, 10383, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Plant, Richard, 19993, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Plant, Thomas, 5952, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 8/8/15. 

Platts, Leonard, 52538, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/10/18. 
Platts, Thomas, 25381, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/6/16. 
Plummer, John, 5919, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Podmore, Walter Henry, 20844, Pte., Gallipoli, 24/9/15. 
Polhill, Bertie Albert, 8378, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Pollock, Douglas William, Capt., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 

Pooler, Leonard, 201029, L/Cpl., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Pope, Henry, 16504, Pte., Gallipo 
Popejoy, Raymond, 48048, Pte. 
Pople, Charles, 40544, Pte., F. & F. | 
Portman, Alfred George, 1226 , Pte., Gallipoli, 
Portman, George Erne 25252, Pte., bo & | 
Posthill, John William, 6423, Pte., Gallipoli, 2 
Potter, Frank, 9757, Pte., d., Home, 8/8/16. 
Potter, Robert Frank, 52987, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Potton, Sydney, 13852, Cpl., d., Mudros, 13/9/15. 
Potts, George, 10605, L/Cpl Gallipol 
Poulton, Moses, 24716, L/€ 
Poulton, Thomas William, 
Powell, Edward Arthur, 91 
Powell, William, 10436, Pt , 18/10/16. 
Prece, Hengist Ernest, 33052, Pte., F.& F., 30/11/17, 
Pretty, Alexander, 21370, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Price, Edward, 21164, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8) 
Price, Hubert, 10526, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15, 
Price, James, 12075, Pte., "Gallipoli, 211, 
Price, James, 12234, L/C pl, Gallipoli, 6, 
Price, James, 20734, Pte., d. of w. as H 
Price, Leslie, 46061, Pte., F.& FE, 27/9/17. 
Price, Percy Hubert, 17671, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/12/15. 
Price, Walter, 12222, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/5/15, 


17. 
23/1/17. 
10/4/18. 


28/4) 15, 


Gallipoli, 6/8/15, 
Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


5. 
, 30/11/16. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Price, William, 9602, Pte., 
Price, William, 21552. Pte., 


Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


Price, William Henry, 9312, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Priest, David, 16414, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Priest, Elijah, 21325, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

d. of w., 
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Pring, George, 49625, Pte., 
Probert, William Henry, & 
Proctor, Arthur John, 9606, Pte., 

Pugh, George Edward, 22069, Pte., 
Pugh, Harry, 13357, L’Cpl., Gallipoli, 4/6; 
Purr, Albert George, 45993, Pte., F & F., 15/6/18. 


1/Tth Battalion. 


Palmer, Albert, 203127, Pte., F. & F. 
Palmer, John, 201094. Pte., F. & F 
Pardoe, Rudolph, 200098, L/CpL, 
Parkes, Edward, 201719, Pte., F. & F., 
Parkes, William Frnest, 1162, Sgt., F. & 
Parry, Joseph William, 201169, Sgt., F. & 
Parsons, Clifford, 30135, Pte., F. & K, 
Parsons, Lawrence, 200596 Cj Ni 

Parton, John Wallis, 
Partridge, John, 2038, Pte., 
Pearce, Thomas Henry, 395 
Pearson, Charles, 201779, Pi 2 

Perry, Archibald James, 41352, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/8/17. 
Philpotts, Thomas, 203773, Pte., Italy, 5/6/18. 

Piggott, Henry, 216. Pte., F, & F., 21/8/16. 

Pinchin, Sydney, 203963, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Plant, William, 203839, Pte., I’. & F., 17/8/17. 

Poole, John Thomas William, 203737, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Porter, Charles Thom as, 203804, Pte., ‘d.of wv F. & F., 6/9/17. 
Portman, Thomas, 2, Pre., B& r. 16/3/16. 

Potter, James, 202279, Pte., d. of w., Home, 28/5/17. 
Potts, Frederick, 200465, Licpl. & F. 26/8/17. 
Poutney, Kobert, 3201, Pte., F. 
Powell, Francis Charles, 2067, Pte., ; », 19/7/16. 
Price, John Frederick, 40792, L/Cpl.,d. jiwe ‘Italy, 16/11/18, 
Price, Thomas John, 201581, L/Cpl, F. & F, 10/10/17, 
Priest, Harry John, N79, Pte., d. of w., Italy, 16/6/18. 


F.& F.., 29/9/18, 


Gal ii 7 


9/10/17. 


Hi 5115. 


4/17. 


Prowse, Francis James Harold, 203179, Pte., d., Italy, 10/10/18. 


Pugh, Hubert, 203840, Pte., 
Pulley, Reginald, 11050, Pte., 
Pursell, Herbert William, 31768, Pte., 


2/Tth Battalion. 


Italy, 15/6/18. 
F. & F., 9/10/17. 


F.& F., 10/10/17. 


Pagett, William Charles, 2567, L/Cpl, F. & F., 4/7/16. 
Palmer, Harry, 1897, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/8/16. 

Parkes, Daniel, 201858, Pte., d. of w., F. & 13/9/17. 
Pearson, James Henry, 201568, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
Penwarden, Charles, 2U2J21, Pre., d. of w., F. & F., 28/8/17. 
Petford, Charles Harry, 203453, Pte., d., F. & F., 13/5/17. 


Potter, John, 201705, Licpl., Fo& F., 19/8/17. 
Pratt, Jesse, 4500, LiCpl., F.& F., 19 7/16. 
Preston, Alfred, 2687, Set., d. of w., 


Price, Albert George, 200198, Cpl., d., 
1/8th Battalion. 


Palmer, Charles Pei 
Parry, Frederick, 2779, 
Passey, Percy, 53025 Pte., 


Home, 15 11/18, 
Italy, 6/10/18. 
d. of w, F&F, 


d. of w. 
Patchett, Charles Petcy, 210396, Pte., 


Pearce, George Williain, 2422834, Pte., 

15/3/18. 
Peatheld, Albert Ernest, 260065, Pte. 
Pengelly, Henry, 20705, L/Cpl, 
Penlhington, Ernest, 241642, Pte., are 
L 


+ 27/8/17. 


x 


Penney, Thomas George, 241037, Cpl. & 1. 24/4/17 

Perry, Heary, 240452, Cpl., d. of w., E; (10/18. 

Perry, Wilham Henry, 240498, Pte., i Bee w., FL & F., 
27/4/17, 


Perrygrove, Frederick, 
Petford, Walter, 1203, Pte., 
Paillips, George Ernest, 242: 
Pailhps, Herbert William, 
Prilpott, Regrmald Albert. 59! 
Pickersgill, Wilham, 240375, PY 


2502, Pte., 


d 


d. of w. 
“GE 


11/4/17. 
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Pike, Charles, 242322, Pte.,d., F. & F., 3/4/17. 

Plaistowe, Alan, Capt., F. & F., 24/4/17. 

Potter, Francis George, 2/Lt., F. & F., 24/4/17 

Pountney, William George, 3338, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 
20/7/16. 


Powell, Thomas Wallace, 241187, Pte., F.& F., 27815 
Preece, Charles Edwin, 4157, Pte., d., F. & F., 4117. 
Price, William Frank, 2788, Pte., d. of w., Fie FF 14h 


Prior, Charles Edward, 260171, Pte., d. of w., F. x F ‘st 
Pryke, Gregory, 59344, Pte. d. of w. 

Pudge, Lawrence Frank, 241 , 
Pudge, Percy, 242278, Pte. 
Pugh, Alfred Arthur, 241053 1 
Pugh, Benjamin, 241686, Pte., 'r. 
Pugh, Benjamin Mountford, 4886, Pte, 


2/8th Battalion. 


Paish, John, 44321, Sgt., F. & F., 2/6/18. 
Parker, Thomas Tomkins, 42643, Pte., 
Parkes, John, 263126, Pte., d. of w., F. & 
Parker, Harold James, 2/Lt., F. & 4/18. 
Parry, ‘Emlyn William, 6278, Pte., 1/12 16. 


F.& F., 313,16 


19 8:17, 


F.& F, 
Parry, Walter, 340408, Pte., d. of w. Home, 15 1117, 


Parsons, Frank, 263011, Pte., d. of w., F&F, 2880. 
Partridge, Howard, 263054, Pte., d. of w., F.& F, 6417 
Payne, Walter Thomas, 263103, Pte., d., F.& F., 15418 
Pearson, William, 22332, L‘pl., d. of w., F.& 91s. 


.&F 


Peplow, Harold Francis, 203407, Pte., d. of w., 
25/3/18. 

Pearce, Edward Saxelby, 211.1 
Perkins, Alfred, 240994, Pt 
Perks, George Henry, 200373, Pte., 
Perry, Alfred, 241305, Pte., F.& F. 278 
Perry, James Harold, , Pte., F . 
Petherick, Edwin, 242085, Pte., F. 
Pettifor, Wilfred Thomas, 260297, 

Phillips, William, 241076, Cpl., 
Phippen, Frederick George, 413 
Pollard, Spencer James, 41398, Pr 
Pollard, William, 41397, Pte., d. of 
Pope, Isaac, 242113, Pte., F. & F. 
Pople, Walter Guy, 57943, Pte., F. & F 


F. & F., 21/3-18. 


Portsmore, William Fletcher, 41258, Pte asl 

Potter, Percy, aa Pte., F.& I 

Putter, John 2ut., 2. 

Pountney, Albert jai 203324, Pte., of w., F&F 
21/9/18. 

Powell, Walter, 207459, Pte., F.& F., 15/8 18. 


Pratt, Frederick Henry, 241958. od, Fo & F., 24% ts 
Preater, Herbert Frederick, 203471, L,Sgt., F. & F., 111 dy 
Price, Thomas, 3019, Pte., F. & F., 4/616. 

Price, John Wilfred, 43383, Pte., a. of w., F. & FF. 1ios 
Priddey, Harry Thomas, 49414, 'Pte., F.& F., 1,11 18. 
Pritchard, George, Capt., F. & F., 3: 12, 17. 

Pritchard, Ralph, 241473, Pte., F. & F., 3.12.17. 
Pugh, George, 200230, L/Sgt., F. & F., 31/3/18. 


Packwood, Albert, 8708, Pte., d., F. & F., 15/4/14. 

Page, Noah, 20657, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 19/4/16. 

Palfrey, Frederick Charles, 34175, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 
10/10/17. 

Palmer, Albert, 17197, Pte., Gallipoli, 

Palmer, George Edward, 27189, Pte., 
27/8/16, 

Parkes, Samuel, 9339, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 30.4 18 

Parkes, Samuel, 13965, L/Cpl., Mesopotamia, 9 4 Lo. 

Parkinson, John, 16475, Pte., Galhpoh, 11/8/15 

Parry, Alfred William, 14201, Pte., Galhpoli, 

Parry, Edward, 14426, Pte., Gallipoli, laos 15, 

Parton, Arthur, 35703, Pte., d. at sea, 18 6/15. 

Gallipolr, 20 11 15. 

14891, L’sgt., Gallipoh, los 18 

Mesopotamia 19 4 16. 

,d., Mudros, 23:15. 


21,815. 
d., Mesopotanua, 


10°8,15. 


Partridge, Walter, 18942, Pte., 
Paton, William McClimon, 
Cpl, 


Payne, Hubert, 14097, 
Payton, James, 19567, 
Pearce, John, 14378, p Tesopotamia, 20/416, 
Pearson, George Turney, Lt., Gallipoli, 12,8 15. 

Pedley, John, 14800, Pte., Mesopotamia, ly 4.16, 
Pemberton, Arthur, 21507, L/Cpl., Mesopotamia, 25,1,1°. 
Peplow, William, 9805, Pte., d., India, 1 lo 16. 

Perkins, Henry Thomas, 19277, ‘Pre, Mesupotagna, 25,1,15. 


ROLL 


Perks, William Henry, 14917, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 
26:1/17. 
Perrett, George James, 35146, Pte.,d., Mesopotamia, 14/7/17. 
Perry, Fred, 35550, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 19/9/18. 
Phelps, Herbert James, 16887, Pte.,d., Alexandria, 12/10/15. 
Phillips, Albert John, 15201, Cpl., d. of w., Mcsopotamia, 
26/1/17. 
Phillips, Benjamin, 15196, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Paillips, Joseph, 15239, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/7/15. 
Phipson, William, 20668, Pte., d. of w., 
20/4/16. 
Pickering, Edward, 15149, Pte., 
Pickering, Horace, 19122, Pte., d. at sea, 20/7 
Pickup, Harry, 166 L/Cpl, Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Pincott, George, 35553, Pte., d., Baku, 18/3; 9. 
Pine, Albert Arthur, 2 L: Me opotari ; / 
Polack, Benjamin Jame: sopotamia, 9/4/16. 
Polden, George, 194# , Mesopotamia, 29/6/16. 
Ponting, Charles He , Pte., d., Malta 
Pounds, Joseph, 2 ‘ Pte. oN sopotamia, 
Pountney, Charles Henry, 13748, Sgt., Gallip oli, 10/8/15. 
Povey, Frederick James ‘Gallipoli, 15/10/15, 
Povey, William Henr sopotamia, 10/7/16. 
Powell, George, 151 
Powell, William, , Pte., teeroreming 23/ 
Pratt, Kichard, 21033, Pte. , Mesopotami ia, 25/1/17. 
Pratt, William, 23517, Pte. a, India, 21 2/17, 
Preece, Frederick John, 17016, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Prevost, Charles Edward, 14432, Pte. Gallipoli, Is; 8/15. 
Price, David, 30228, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15; /16 
, Pte., d. of w., 
John, 21 Pte., Mesope 
William, 29931, Pte. Mesopota 
Pring, William Henry, 20558, Pte. | Mesopotamia, 


10th Battalion. 


d. of w., 


Mesopotamia, 


d. of w., at sea, 19/8/15. 


TMT. 


Packer, Maurice Theodore James, 1 
Packwood, Sydney, 20181, Pte., 

Page, John Allan, 33160, Pre. , 
Parker, James, 19776, Pte., F. 
Pp ‘arker, Tom Coli 57476, Pte ok 
Parkes, William, 201838, Pte., d. of w., 


“eins. 
F. & F., 6 


Parkin, Frederick George William, 51286, Pre., F. & F., 
28. 38. 
Parkins, Harold, 15529, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. 18/2/17. 


Parr, George Henry, 30939, Pte., F. & F., 
Purritt Frederick Charles Higham, 34709, ‘Pte, 


23/7/17. 


, Home, 


Parsons, Joseph, 
Partington, John, 
Parton, Norman 


Partridge, Frederick Willie. : 3/7/16. 
Berto sc, Joseph, 40082, 
Partridge, Milam, alt dy '8/16. 
Pater, George 
I - 

16. 


ock, Cornclius, 
VR eacock S: ings Vict 


Pa carce, Taree, poe Pte 
Pearson, William Henry 
Pegler, William, 40794, 
Pembury, George 
Perkins, Allred, 


, Thomas Arthur, 
Frank, 240619, 
Albert, IS440, Pte., 
Samuel, 9305, Spt., 
Herbert John, 
Puilhy's, Frank Fone 
Piullys, Joseph Henry, 
Piupps, Bert, 20] 
Pigg, Bernard W 
Pile, Leonard, Ise4s, Cy 
Pinchin, Charles John, iv eke 
Piper, Arthur Edward, 35494, Pte., do, Ff. 
Plant, James, 17905, Pte., d., Fo & F., 


18087, Pte. oY 
me Cpl, dof w 


& 12/10/18. 


BLjAa7. 
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Pollard, Thomas John, 51398, Pie., F.& F., 28/4/18, 

Poole, Charles Humphries, 10273, L/Crl., F.& F., 6/5/18, 

Poo‘er, Georse, 48274, P-e., F. & F., 223/18. 

Portman, Horace Hedley, "30632, Pte., F.& F., 22/10/16. 

Potter, Henry, 22880, Pie., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Poultney, William, 31248, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 9/4/18, 

Powell, Arthur, 20473, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Powell, Frank Thomas, 18708, Sgt., F. & F., 11/2/17. 

Powers, Arthur, 20728, Pte., F. & F., 23/7/16. 

Powick, William Ernest, 203410, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Preedy, Ernest John, 15803, Pte., F. & F., 23/7/16. 

Prew, Thomas, 40817, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/17. 

Price, Jchn, 15797, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Price, William John, 17083, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/16, 

Priest, James, 14249, Pte., F. & F., 23/3/18. 

Pritchard, Ernest, 15733, L/Cpl., F. & F., 30/7/16. 

Pritchett, Alert Oscar, 16990, Cpl., F. & F., 6/7/17. 

Prothero, Leonard Henry, 57472, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
24/6718. 

Pugh, George, 19168, L/Cpl., F. & F., 22/7/16. 

Pugh, Leonard Herbert, 24698, Pte., I F., 18/6/18. 

Pullen, Arthur, 42753, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/17. 

Purcell, Charles Henry, 20659, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 28/3/16. 

Pyett, Edward George, 42752, Pte., F. & F., 5/8/17. 


11th Battalion. 


Palmer, Albert Victor, 22042, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 

Pardoc, Frederick George, 31231, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Pardoe, Joseph, 8314, C.S.M., D.C.M..d. of w., Salonica, 4/9/18. 
Patrick, Thomas Alfred, 18019, Pt jonica, 24/4/17. 
Paynter, James Pearce, 34829, Pte., Salonica, 30/3/17. 
Pearson, Joseph, 30215, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Perkins, Morris, 38307, Pte., d., Salonica, 8/12:18. 
Phoenix, Frederick, 31024, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Pinchback, Harry, 18125, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 1/6/17. 
Piney, Arthur George, 34809, Pte., Salonica, 18/9/18. 


Poole, Richard Percy, 22197, Pte., Mesopotamia, 26/2/17. 
Powell, Henry, 9400, Pte., Salonica, 24/4;17. 
Prescott, William, 9647, Pte., d., Home, 16/5/15. 


Price, John, 19428, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17, 

Price, William, 15828, Pte., d., Salonica, 25/12/15. 
Pruden, Jam 13203, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Pugh, Charles, 30688, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 


14th Battalion. 


Palmer, Ernest, 45213, Pte., d. of w., 
Parkes, Allen, 25801, Pte., F. & F., 
Partridge, James, 24965, Pte., F. & 
Payne, Harry, 38318, Pte., d. of w 
Peacock, Thomas Harold, 2/ 
Pearce, Ernest, 24765, Pte., 
Pearson, Albert 
Pennell, Bert, 25453 

Clement George, 4246 


F. & F., 31/1/18, 


13/11/16. 


, 12/8/17. 
33) Hose, 


Perkins Pe , F.& F., 10/5/18. 

Philliys, Albert, 25751, Pte., F. 6 10/17. 

Phillips, Alfred Merriman, 30319 pl., d. of w.,, F.& KF, 
26/10/17, 


Pinchin, Charles, 25733, Pte., d. of w., Home, 11/9/16. 
Plumb, George James, 34678, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 19/11/17. 
Poole, Wilham John, 203545, Pte F. & F., 10/5/18. 
Potter, Samuel Harold, 25101, L/Cyl., F. & F., 25/3/18, 
Powell, Henry Joseph, 16216, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/18. 
Powell, Thomas William, 40916, Pe., F.& F APISIIT. 
Powell, William, 26893, Pte Fr 
Prese Arthur, 39675, Pi 30/1/18 

., 18/2/17. 


Price, Charle Thomas, 25189, Pte. 
Prior, Charles Edward James, 294) 
Pudge, William Thomas, 27327, Pte., F 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Home). 


Parker, Eli, 26627, Pte., 3 
Willian James, 134 fr bite. 


6 (Ist Gn. Bn.) 
pal (9/14 (6th Bn.). 


Pickrell, Thoms 
Poole, James, 3: 
Porch, Henry, 38: 


2/15 (13th Bn.). 
4/18 (Ist Gn. Bn,). 
{17 (Sth Ln.). 
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Pearce, James, 2/Lt., 4/7/19. 
Pritchard, George Roland, 29224, 15/4/16 (Ist Gn. Bn.). 


Other Units. 
Painter, John Sigley, 2/Lt., att. 12/Suffolk, d. of w., 25/4/18. 


1st Battalion. 


Quinn, Joseph, 18890, Pte., d. of w., Home, 13/7/16. 


Quaintrell, Thomas, 14559, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Quin, Alfred Alexander, 60461, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Quincey, George Frederick, 13314, Pte., F. & F., 13/11/14. 


1st Battalion. 


Randle, Alfred George, 24917, Pte., F.& F., 25/3/18. 
Rankin, Jeremiah, 10662, Cpl., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Rawlings, Henry, 9011, L/Cpl., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Ray, John Alfred, 9620, Pte., d., of w., F. & F., 11/3/16. 
Rea, George, 36687, Pte., F. &F, , 4/3/17. 


Rea, Thomas, 10767, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. Peay ie 
Read, Arthur Herbert, Lt.. d. of w. eas &F , 28/4/18. 
Read, Harold William, 241197, Pte., F. & F., polls: : 


Read, William, 8810, Pte., F. & F., 16/11/14, 
Reid, Harry, 15458, Pte., F. & F., "10/5/15. 
Renshaw, Gilbert, 10854, L/Cpl., F. & F., 29/11/14. 
Reynolds, Ernest, 33163, Pte., d. of w., F_& F., 5/3/17. 
Richards, Charles, 10324, Cpl., D.C.M., F. & F., 1/4/18. 
Richardson, George, 40483, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Ridley, Frederick, 40576, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Rimmer, Edward, 17831, Pte., F. & F., 28/3/18. 
Rimmer, William, 8727, Pte., F. & F., 9/5/15. 
Rivett, Frederick Henry, 11335, L/Cpl., d. of w., 
13/3/15. 
Roadnight, Reuben, 8665, Pte., F. & F., 10/3/15. 
Roberts, Arthur, 9277, L/Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 16/7/15. 
Roberts, D’Arcy Granville St. Clair, M.C. Capt., F. & F., 
26/4/18. 
Roberts, George, 242591, Pte., F. & F., 31/5/18. 
Roberts, Wilfred George, 14644, L/Cpl., F. & F., 12/8/16. 
Roberts, William Henry, 25992, Pte., F. & F., 10/7/16. 
Robinson, Arthur, 200066, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 11/1/18, 
Robinson, William, F., 10/7/16. 
Rogers, Bertie, 1797. LaF » a0(8/16. 
Rogers, Samuel Ewart, 23500, LiCpi., & F, 
Rogers, William, 9685, Pte., F. & Palo; /15. 
Rogers, William Edward, iv Sgt., F. & F., 26/8/18. 
Rooney, John, 20429, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/2/16. 
Rosling, Alan Percy, 2'1t., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Ross, Ronald Maynard, 2/Lt., F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Rossall, George, 44162, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
Rostins, Harry, 11695, Cpl., F. & F., 1/2/15. 
Round, Joseph, 11957, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 
Rouse, William, 20404, Pte., F. & F., 20/10/16, 
Rowbottom, Farnill, 40486, Pte., F. & F., 6/6/18. 
Rowbottom, Walter, 13143, Pte., d., Home, 10/7/18. 
Rowe, Frederick, 37186, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 25/9/18. 


F.& F., 


10/7/16. 


11/6/18. 


Rowland, William, 13376, Pte., F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Rowlands, John Thomas, 29800, Pte., d. of w., F.& l., 
28/10/16. 

Ruck, Laurence Humphrey, Lt., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Ruffhead, Harry Adams, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Rushton, Herbert, 11390, Set LF. & KF. , 13/3/15 


Russam, Henry Ernest, 29857, Pte:; 


F&F 
Russell, John William, 12041, L/Cpl z 
& 


, MM. 


Russell, William, Cpl, F. , 25/1/15. 

Ruston, James, '8739, re :  1S/TL/16. 

Ryder, Thomas, 10168, Pte., F. 31/7/16, 
2nd Battalion. 

Rabey, Thomas James, 57543, Pte., F.& F., 9/6/18, 
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Palmer, Cecil Howard, T/Lt.-Col., Cmdg. 9/R. War. R., 2777/15. 


Parker, Cecil William Hannington, Lt., att. R.F.C., 27, 12,14. 
Price, Victor William, Lt., att. R.F.C., 7/11/17 
Prosser, Albert Victor, Lt., att. Border Regt., 26/11/16. 


Quinn, James, 41521, Pte., F. & F., 30/11/17. 
Quinnell, Albert Edward, 10759, Sgt., F. & F., 


Sth Battalion. 

Quinton, William, 13907, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
11th Battalien. 

Quittenden, Arthur, 15909, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 


23 4/17. 


Ranson, Leslie Edward, Lt., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Ratchfore, Harry, 11126, L/Cpl., F. & F., 25/7/15. 

Raven, Gilbert Harold, 12113, Sgt., F. & 91017 
Rawlings, Henry Herbert, 36617, Pte., F. & i 215/17. 
Rawlinson, Benjamin, 14408, Pte., d. of w. FE & F., 20 8 se. 
Razey, Jesse, 57547, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Rea, John Albert, 8520, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Read, Arthur, 8865, Pte., F. & F., 16/9/14. 

Reece, William Robert, 29875, Pte., F. & F., 21/517. 
Reeves, Harold, 57776, Pte., F. & F., 24/9'18. 

Regan, Emest William, 9148, Pt oe oO! 
Reynolds, Frederick, 21362, Cpl., 
Reynolds, Thomas, 8013, Pte., F.& F., 
Reynolds, William, 13781, Pte., F.& F, 
Rennolds, William’ Edward, 203234, Pre., 
Reynolds, William Henry, 11593, Pte., F.&F, 
Rice, Samuel, 8952, Sgt., F. & F. 9, 15. 
Richards, Joseph, 8514, Pte., F. & F., ‘134/15. 


Richards, Joseph Bernard, 201578, Cpl, F.& F., 20.9 Is 
Ridgewell, Henry, 10025, Pte., F.& F., 20.914. 
Riggs, Frederick Ernest, 11299, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 


27/9/15, D.C.M. 
Riley, John, 9141, Pte., d., Home, 4/10/14. 
Rixon, Charles Fdward, 7084, Pte., FL & 


Roberts, Cyril, 27208, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. 
Roberts, George Henry, 5243 ee F&F 
Roberts, John Jame id. of wy 


Roberts, Thomas, Wey an 
Roberts, Walter, 19264, Pte., d. of w., 
Roberts, William, 48857, Pte., & F. 
Robins, Robert, 5772, Pte., F. & aie M4. 


Robbins, Sidney, 14630, Pte., F. & 16,5 15. 
Robinson, Thomas, 14690, Pte., F. & F., 16°315. 
Rogers, Arthur, 12785, Pte., F. & F., 3/11 16. 


Rogers, Joseph’ Ralph, 35690, Pte., d., F.& F., 105 18. 
William Bernard, 13163, Pte., F. 
om, Harry, 8795, Pte., d. of w., F. & F 
Root, Frank Alfred, 9371, Pte., d. of w., F 
Roper, Cyril Frank, 36253, Pte., d. of 
Roper, Percy, 18990, Pte., d. of w re & F 
Ross, Frank, 13472, Pte., F.& 
Round, John Henry, 19774, Pte., 
Round, Wilfred Leonard, 14976, Pte. 
Rowe, Frederick Arthur, 44244, ply? 
Rowe, Harry James, 241951, Pte., F 
Kowe, John Thomas, 8826, Pte., F. 
Rowell, Alfred, 48828, Pte., F& FE 
Rowley, Frank, 14258, Pte., F. & F. 1a 15,15. 
Royall, Bertie, 31379, Pte., ‘d. of w. Home, 21/1/18. 
Rudge, Reginald, 8321, Pt F&F, 16 5/15. 
Ryan, James, 7138, Pte., ré F. Quo 14. 
Ryland, Arthur Edward, 9768, Pte Pad Sea a se 


3rd Battalien. 


Rafferty, James, 33423, Pte., d., F.& F., 
Ralphs, Frederick Thomas, 39551, Pte., F 
Ramsay, Charles, 57315, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. 
Randall, George Percy, 42385, Pte., Fix F., 


1d; 16. 


26 10/18, 


10,413. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Randle, Thomas Henry, 2/Lt., d. of w., F & F., 11/8/17. 
Ray, Edward John, 46267, Pi d. of w., F. & F., 4/9/17. 
Rea, Thomas, 7499, Pte., F.& F., 21/9/14. 

Read, Edgar, 8967, Cpl., F.& F., 1/8/16. 

Read, Edward, 23416, Pte., d., Home, 16/2/17. 

Read, Frederick, 10658, Pte & F.) 12/3/15. 
Redman, Alfred, 9273, Cpl., F. & F., 28/4/16. 

Redrup, George Alfred, 57329, Pte., F. & F., 5/6/18. 
Rees, Ernest John, 9986, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 9/10/14. 
Rees, William, 8570, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 9/6/15. 


Reeves, Charles William, 8975, Pte., F. & F., 7/9/14. 
Reeves, Robert, 27664, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 

Reeves, Thomas, 9304, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Reid, Thomas, 9573, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 27/9/14. 
Renyard, Albert Edward, 42386, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Reynolds, Daniel, 18743, Cpl., F. & F., 9/4/18. 

Reynolds, George, 12059, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Reynolds, Sidney Robert, 13441, L/Cpl., F. & F., 16/6/15. 


Rhodes, Cecil Arthur, 42387, Pte., d., F. & F., 7/11/18. 
Rhodes, Frederick, 10861, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 9/7/16. 


Rhodes, Simeon, 10941, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/ 
Richards, Hubert, 27088, Pte., F. & F, 17/7/16. 
Richards, John, 12114, Cpl., F.& F., 8/6/18. 
Richards, Walter Henry, 12183, Drummer, d. of w., Home, 
7/10/14. 
Richards, William, 12115, Pte., F. & F., PONS 
Richards, William Henry, 9741, Pte., F. '& F. 15. 
Richardson, Thomas Arthur, 6928, Pte., F&F. (3/15. 
Richardson, William, 235388, L/Cpl., F.& F., 9/4/18. 
Rickard, John Henry, 33225, Pre., F&F, 11/8/17, 
Ricketts, Charles, 12966, Cpl., F. & F., 29/10/14. 
Riley, Edward, 27925, Pte., F.& F., 2/8/17. 
Roberts, Alfred, 8325, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/14. 
Roberts, Edward, 8246, Pte., F. & F., 20/2/15. 
Roberts, James, 18629, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/9/15. 
Roberts, John William, 9768, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/15. 
Roberts, Reginald, 27366, ipl: F.& F., 11/7/16. 
Roberts, William, 6538, L/Cpl, L&E, 21/9/15. 
Robey, Albert Edward, 40147, Die 'F. & F., 30/5/17. 
Robbins, Charles Henry, 6630, OAS. F & ¥, T/Al/.4. 
Robinson, Christopher Richard, 42865, Pte., M.M., F. & F., 
10/4/18, 
Rovinson, Daniel, 8720, Pte., F. & F., 26/8/14. 
Robinson, George, 7202, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 11/12/14. 
Robinson, James, 8028, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Robinson, James, 42459, Pte., d., F. & F., 1/6/18. 
Robinson, Richard, 11195, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/11/14. 
Robinson, Sidney, 19624, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Rock, George, 18073, Pte., d. of w. F. & F., 23/6/15. 
Roden, Joseph William, 5422, Pte., F.& F., 16/6/15. 
Rogerson, Harold, 39553, Ptc., d. of w., F. & F., 19/10/16, 


Rollins, John, 27809, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Rose, Roland George, 27932, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 
Rosemberg, Louis, 18928, Pte., F. & F., 9/12/15. 
Ross, David George, 2/Lt., F. & F., 5/9/18. 

Round, Walter, 201610, Pte., F. & F., 18/4/18. 
Round, William George, Lt., M.C., F. & F., 1/5/18. 
Routledge, Jack Dart, 9848, Sgt., F.& F., 7/11/14. 
Rowberry, William, 23911, Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 
Rowe, Percy, 13186, Pte., Fr. & F., 27/4/ is. 

Rowles, William Thomas, 8118, Sgt., F. & F., 13/10/14. 
Rubery, Nelson, 19944, Pte., d. of w ‘ 

Ruddock, Hughsia, 27459, Pte., 
Rushbrooke, Altred, 40512, Pte., F. / 
Rushton, Herbert, 10467, Pte., F. & KF, s 
Rustell, Leonard, 13023, Pte., d., Home, “14/10/19. 
Ryall, John Sydney, 29962, Pte., d., F.& F., 8/1/17. 


4th Battalion. 


Radford, John, 15423, Pte., 
Randall, Albert, 40422, Pte., 
Randall, Arthur, 11898, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 8/5/15. 
Ravenhill, James, 21786, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Ravenscroft, William Thomas, 20220, Pte., d. of w., 
5/1/16. 

Ray, Archibald Douglas Hi 
Raybould, Albert, 203588, Pt & F 
Raybould, John, ie 8, L/CpL., ‘dotw. 
Raybould, Joseph, 16432, Pre, Gallipoli, 6/8/ 
Raybould, Thomas, 2126, Pte., F.& F., 23;4/17. 
Raymond, George Alfred, 10543, Sgt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15, 


Gallipoli, 30/4) 15. 
F. & F., 23/4/17. 


At Sea, 


Capt., Gallipoli 25/4/15. 


8.18, 


Reaves, Thomas Frederick, 241204, Pte., F. & F., 
Reed, Walter, 10566, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/6/15. 
Redding, John, 15449, Pte., Gallipoli, 30/4/15. 
Reece, Robert, 12112, L/Cpl., D.C.M., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Revell, William, 9903, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Reynolds, David, 20087, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/16. 
Reynolds, Joseph, 22465, Pte., Gallipoli, 24/9/15. 
Richards, Edward Henry, 21678, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Richards, Percy, 8776, Pte., F. & F., 6/8/16. 
Richards, Robert Thomas, 10135, Dmr., d. of w., 


13/5/15. 

Richards, Samuel, 9502, Pte., Gallipoli, 15/8/15. 

Ricketts, Henry, 12121, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Rickhuss, Frederick, 7221, L/Cpl., Callipolt, 6/8/15. 

Rickman, Frederick, 37701, Pte., F. & F., 30/9/18. 

Riggs, Henry Jolin, 50470, Pte., F. & F., ‘js/6/18. 

Riley, Richard Edward, 14923, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Rimmer, Thomas, 12895, Pte., Gallipoli, 31/5/15. 

Riseborough, Ernest, 202562, Pte., F. & F., 2/6/17. 

Rivers, Henry Alfred, 42455, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 16/4/18. 

Roach, John, 16. F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Roach, Thomas, 12375, Pre., Gallipoli, 26/4/15. 

Roberts, Gcorge Ernest, 11593, Pte., d. of w., Home, 23/10/18. 

Roberts, Herbert, 24440, Cpl., d., Home, 1/2/17. 

Roberts, Herbert, 37543, Pte., d. ‘of w., F. & F., 2/9/18. 

Roberts, Percy, 16238, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/6/15. 

Roberts, Thomas, 21251, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Roberts, Thomas Pearson, 24037, Pte., d., Home, 4/4/16. 

Roberts, William Harry, 15492, Pte., Gallipoli, 29/4/15. 

Robertson, George, 12463, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Robbins, Charles John, 19899, Pte., d. of w., Malta, 16/6/15. 

Robbins, Edward Granville, 9227, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
12/10/17. 

Robbins, Herbert, 12349, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Robbins, Joseph Frederick, 14503, Pte., d. of w., Alexandria, 
12/5/15. 

Robins, Harry, 28656, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 29/8/17, 

Robinson, Ernest Thomas, 40425, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Robinson, Ernest William, 45946, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Roles, Alfred Leonard Graham, 12633, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 
6/8/15. 

Rooke, Samuel, 19921, Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Rose, Leslie Walter, 40341, Pte., F.& F., 14/10/18. 

Rund, Joseph, 11468, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 8/5/16. 

Round, Edward, 2;Lt., k. & F., 21,4/17. 

Rowbottom, Thomas, 35709, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 12/10/17, 

Rowe, George Henry, 20640, Pte., d., Gallipoli, 28/11/16. 

Rowley, Joseph Thomas, 21612, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/16. 

Rowley, Thomas, 38131, Pte., F.& F., 24/4/17. 

Ruffell, William Henry, 11505, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Russell, Henry Freeman, 2/Lt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Russell, Reginald Reuben, 39764, Pte., F. & F., 29/5/17. 

Russell, Thomas Edgar, 19893, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Russell, William John, 9056, Pte., Gallipoli, 2/1/16. 

Rutter, Percy Thomas, 12627, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Ryan, John Edmund Alexander, 23075, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15, 

Ryder, Richard, 21907, Pte., Gallipoli, 23/9/15. 

Rye, Frederick Charles, 7966, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 7/5/15. 


1/Tth Battalion. 


Ratcliffe, Edgar, 2639, Sgt., F. & F., 21/8/16. 
Rea, Ernest, 203738, Pte., F. & F., 25/4/17. 
Reading, John Francis, 2/Lt., F. & F., 29/4/16. 
Reddicliffe, Edward, 202280, Pte., d. of w., Home, 18/11/17. 
Redding, Frank, 241413, Pte., Italy, 15/6/18. 

Reid, kdward, 41354, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Richards, Simeon, 200251, L/Cpl., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Riley, William Joseph, 2524, Pte., F. & F., 4/6/15. 
Akhodes, John H. V., 235215, Pte., Italy, 15/6/18. 

Roberts, George, 2005t4, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/4/17. 
Roberts, William Arthur, 202145, Pte., F. & F., 25/4/17. 
Roberts, William Thomas, 203806, Pte., F. & F., 22/2/17, 
Rollason, Arthur Gilbert, Capt., d., F. & F., 30/7/15. 
Rollason, Samuel, 201140, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 


15/6/18. 


at Sea, 


Roullings, Arthur George, 45236, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Kollings, Ralph Reginald, 4586, Pte., F. & F., 19/2/16. 
Roper, Samuel, 249) D.C.M.,d. of w. iB » 13/11/16 


L/Cpl, 
Roughton, Lert 6, 
Round, Daniel, 
Rouse, William, 


21744, Ple., E 
203396, Pte., 


F 4 F., 9/10/17. 
Rudge, Harry, 201091, Pte., F.& F., 27/3/17, 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Ralph, William Gilbert, 15767, Pte., F. & F., 3.716. 
a F., 


2/7th Battalion. 


Rescigh, Guildford, 202555, Pte., F. & F. 
Reynolds, Fred, 202438, Pte., d., F. & 
Robinson, Horace Victor George, 2/Lt., F. & F., 24/10/17. 
Round, James Henry, 201981, Cpl., d. of w., Liome, 11/2/18. 
Russell, Wilfred, 201090, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/10/17. 


1/8th Battalion. 


3/12/17. 
18/4/17. 


Radcliffe, Henry Percival, 242624, Pte., F. & F., 24/4/17. 
Randle Ernest, 242428, L/Cpl, F. & F., 27/8/17. 

Rastall, Frank, 241819, Pte., d. of w., F. & F, 19/10/18. 
Rastall, Reginald Richard, 241707, Pte., F.& FE, 27/8/17. 
Ravenscroft, Harold Ernest, 242346, L/Cpl.,d. of w., F. & F., 

31/10/18. 

Reynolds, Harold, 242642, Pte., F.& 
Rhodes, Fred, 59392, Pte., F. & Re ae 
Richards, Arthur Gough, Lt., F. 
Richards, James, 260105, Pte., 
Richards, Walter, 66342, Pte., 


a é 8 
F.& F. 2 10/18. 


Roberts, Ernest, 240761, Pte., d. of w., F.& I, 9/10/18. 
Rodney, Frank, 240134, Pte., F. & F. Aq. 

Roy, Ronald, 240660, L/Cpl., F. & F. /17. 
Rowland, Frederick, 241260, Pte., F. & F., 5/10/18, 
Rubery, William, 201436, Sgt., F.& F., 17/8/17. 


Ryder, Harry, 40901, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 


2/8th Battalion. 


Rawlings, William, 240635, L/Cpl., 
Read, Arthur Reginald, 260266, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
Redler, Leonard James, 57829, Pt & PF. 1/11/18. 
Rice, Bert., 241964, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 

Richardson, Waltcr Charles, 203493, L/Cpl., d., F.& F., 
1/LL/18. 


19/10/18. 

Roach, Arthur, 16430, Pte., F.& F., 

Robbins, George I:dward, 263112, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/17. 

Roberts, Harry, 44033, Pte., F. & F., 1/11/18. 

Roberts, Harry, 240895, Sgt., d. of w., F. & F., 18/8/17. 

Roberts, William Alfred, 242080, Pte., d., F. & F., 3/8/18. 

Robinsoa, Alex Bismark, 207424, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
TlL/1s. 

Rodber, William, 4541, Pte., F. & F., 

Rose, Joseph Harold, 2/Lt., d. of w. 

Rudge, Archibald Cook, 240319, Pte., F.& , 15/4/18, 

Ruffell, Walter William, 260236, Pte., F.& F., 27/8/17. 

Ryder, George William Victor, 242006, Pte., F. & F., 9/9/17. 


8th Battalion. 


Rabbitt, Albert Frederick, 14113, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 19/4/16, 

Rawle, Charles William Forbes, 2;Lt., Mesopotamia, 5/4/16. 

Rawlins, Ishmacl, 18889, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Rea, Fred, 27086, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 18/12) 

Read, Frank, 27137, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 19; 

Read, Harry, 27412, Pre., Mesopotamia, 15) hae: 

Read, John, 14089, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 25/1 17, 

Revell, William, 15121, Pte., d., Home, 2 15. 

Reynolds, Albert Henry, 31384, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 
12/2/17, 

Reynolds, William Thomas, 15168, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 

Richardson, Albert Edward, 14779, L/Cpl., Mesoputamia, 
9/4/16. 

Ricketts, John, 19611, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Rickward, William Joseph, 19612, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 
15/7/15. 

Roach, Ronald, 31348, Pte., Mesopotamia, 

Roberts, William lhomas, 28291, Pte., Mesopotamia, 

Robertson, John, 45511, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18. 

Rollinson, Cornchus, 22644, Pte., d., Alexandria, 2/12/15, 

Rolph, George William, Capt., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Rose, Henry, 23730, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotania, 25/1/17, 

Rowberry, Joseph. 13656, Pte., Galiipoli, 8/8/16. 

Rowley, George, #340, Sergt., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Rudge, Arthur Edward, 20930, Pte., Mesopotania, 25/1/17. 


F.& F., 27/8/17. 


28/12/17. 


25/1/17. 


10th Battalion. 


Rabone, Joseph Sydney, 22721, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18, 
Rainbow, Thomas Weltord, 2/1t., B. & F., 18/11/16, 
Ralph, Matthew, 39919, Pte, F.& F., 31/10/16. 


20/1/17, 


630 


Randall, Percy Reginald, 51303, Pre., d. of w., F 
Ravenhill, William Joseph, 83814, Pte. Fix 
Rayner, Edwin William, 40734, Pte., ak, 
Rayworth, George Henry, 40034, Pte ; 
23/11) 16, 
Reeves, William Edward, 1 
Kenshaw, William Thomas, 40138, Pte., d 
Richards, William ‘Thomas, 67511 
Richardson, Arthur Frederick, 5 
Richardson, George Thomas, 33500, Pee 
29/7/17. 
Riley, William, 21114, Pte., F.& F 
Roberts, Joseph, 20632, L/Cpl., I 
Robertson, George Seaborn Hyssett, 
Robinson, Thomas, 9271, L/Cpl 
Robinson, Thomas, 20703, Pte. 
Roe, William, 17327, Pte., 
Roebuck, Harry, 1 
Rose, Harold ‘Thomas 
Routley, George, 
Roy, John James, 2/f ‘t e 
Royston-Piggott, G. ae Lt.-Col, 
Rush, Arthur Lewi d. of w. 
Rushton, Jesse Vickery, 27464, eres B& ie 
Russell, Henry Edward Victor Morris, 15746, Pre., Fo a F 
3/7/16. 
Russell, Wilson, 17919, Pte., 


‘11th Battalion. 


Rabjohns, Alfred Edward, 34786, Pte., d. 
28/7/17. 

Radford, Walter William, 34816, Pte., 
Randall, Charles Thomas, 18119, Ite 
Randall, George, 18116, Pte., d., S: 

Randle, Charles, 16159, Pte., d. 
Reed, Walter Henry, 25473, Pte 
Reid, John Gardner, Capt., Salonic 
Renovitch, Pizer, 29938, Pte., Salonica, 
Richards, James, 18076, Pte., Salonica, 89/16. 
Richards, Thomas John, 19661, C.Q.M.S., Salonica, 24.4 17 
Richardson, George Ernest, 29 Pte., Salona, 1 ts 
Robertshaw, Walter, 30177, Pte., d., Salona, 12 be ts, 
Rooke, Thomas Alban, 18317, Cpl.,d. of w., Salomica, $1 ie Ir 
Roper, Nathaniel Thomas, 16124, Pte., d. of wo, Salecuca, 

1/5/17. 

Rout, Christopher William, 234517, Pte., 
Rudd, James Walter, 20851, Pte., Salon 
Russell; Alec George, 17112, Cpl., Salon 44017. 
Ryder, Leonard Charles, 2/Lt., Salonica, 4.17. 

Ryland, Alfred John, 31010, Pte., Salomica, 25,417, 


14th Battalion. 


Rich, Arthur, 32200, L/Cpl, 
Rickus, Harry, 4 Pte., Kr. 
Rhodes, Charles, 2 5, Pte., d., 

Roach, Frederick Heary, 42187, Pie., d 
Round, William, 2019389, Pte., d. ot w., 


32, Cpl, Fo& bP. 3 
Poa R., 


Hh & FL, 37 Ie 


F. & F., 4/9/16. 


of w., Solonica, 


Salonica, 244 17 
Salomca 


4g, 


Salonica, 25.9 18. 
leds 


Kae Fs th. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Hom:.. 


Reynolds, William, 66502, Pte., 27,10 18 (5th Bue. 
Roan, Richard, 15481, P' 4/2; 13 (3th Eno. 
Robinson, Robert, 241 295 18 (ith Kes Be. 
Rooker, Ernest James, O17 (ist Gn. Bas 
Rosser, Wilham, 46401, Pte, HUT (Sth Bn 
Rowland, Joseph, 62500, Pte., 3/10/18 (16th Bn. 


Other Units. 
att. 2/R. Fus. e 


eof w 


HepersOM: eran Cans 


Rawileal Cuthbert: Rowers Me ajor, a ¥ 

Ruddock, Edgar Herbert Montague, Capt., att. 1 h.0.9 8. 
22,6/15. 

Rumilly, Alfred Henry Robinson, 2/Lt., 


att. 6 R.War kh, 
28/6/17, 


ROLL, OF HONOUR. 


Ss 


1st Battalion. 


Sabell, Harry, 10223, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 38) eile: 
Salter, Samucl Henry, 36441, Pte., F. 
Sandel, Harry Victor, 242211, Pte., 

idward, 24111, Pte., F. 
dwin Alfred, oe 


sammell, 
riven, Richard, 
eaman, John, 8461, 
-dywick, George, 
Sevmour, Joseph, 10570, ‘Col 
Shaw, Frederick, 21289, Pte., 
Shaw, George, 203517, Pte., 
Shaw, John, 1 Sgt., 
Shelswell, Archibald Robert, 
Shenton, Thomas, 1463 

» Harold, I 5 

lerick, 30, »kF& 

Shipman, Walter Charles, 12465, Pte., 
Shortridge, Walter, 11010, Pte., Fo & 
Sidley, Samuel, 10146, Pte., F. & F.,1 
Simpson, Charles, 9345, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Siviter, Ernest Alfred, 24179, Pte., d., F 
Skelton, Charles Herbert, 11797, Drmr. 
Skelton, Nathaniel, 12724, Pte 
Slater, George, 13719, Pte., 
Slater, Ronald Mortimer, [t., 
Slipp, Walter, 206247, Pte., 
Smart, Harold, 21182, Pte., d 
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William, 44312, 1 


4. 

.& F., 2/7/16, 
George, 8034, Pte., F. &F., 21/10/14. 
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Stokes, James William, 5649, Pte., F. & F., 22/5/16. 
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Stuckey, Charles, 12677, Pte., F.& F., 10/7/16. 
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Scrivens, Frank, 10385, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 1/5/17. 


Scrivens, George, 21387, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Scutt, Joseph Harry, 39654, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Seal, Harry, 3619, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Searson, John William, 45987, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Seaton, James Charles, 40428, L/Cpi., Te & F., 11/7/17. 

Secker, Charles, 23097, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Sedgley, William Arthur, 9787, Pte.,d. of w., Gallipoli, 6/11/15. 

Sedgwick, J., 2/Lt., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Shave, Frederick Walter, 36495, Pte., d. of w., F.&F., 
1/6/17. 

Shaw, George, 19715, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Shaw, George, 40275, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Shaw, Henry, 5281, Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 

Shaw, William, 48135, Pte., F. & F., 12/4/18. 

Sheppard, Henry, 20488, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 16/9/15. 

Sheppard, William, 201366, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 

Shepherd, Frank, 22241, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/5/18. 

Shepherd, William John, 38593, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
18/4/18, 

Sheriff, George, 17858, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Sheward, Harold, 19792, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Short, Richard John, 45122, Pte., F, & F., 15/6/18. 

Shuttleworth, Albert Victor, 40291, L/Crl., F. & F., 31/5/17. 

Sidaway, Frederick, 200420, Pte. F.& F., 9/10/17, 

Sidaway, Job, 10662, L/Crl., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Siegenberg, Emanuel Morris, 9456, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Simmons, Albert John, 23088, Pte., Gal.ipoli, 6/8/15. 

Simpson, Arthur, 43877, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/10/18. 

Simpson, Leonard Roderick, 23322, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Sims, Frederick John, 15098, L/Cf1., Gallipoli, 6/ 8/15. 

Sims, George, 12527, L/Cfl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Sinnott, Thomas, 39765, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Skelton, Frederick, 40345, Pte., F.& F., 29/5/17. 

Sketchley, Walter, 22635, Pte., F.& F., 4/6/16. 

Skidmore, Samuel Frederick, 22396, Pte., d., Malta, 26/12/15. 

Skitt, Harry, 23428, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 27/11/15. 

Skuse, Henry, 20048, Pte., d. of w., at sea, 11/8/15. 

Slater, Josiah, 21379, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Slater, Robert, 19234, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/9/18. 

Smart, Charles, 8460, Pte.. d., Alexandria, 19/12/15. 

Smart, James, 10416, Syt., Gallipoli, 14/10/15. 

Smart, Thomas, 10701, Crl., Galiipoli, 28/4/15. 


Smith, Albert Maurice, 36016, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Smith, Alfred Jesse, 21798, Ene Galiipoli, 6/8/15. 
Smith, Arthur, 35222, L/Cpl, F T&F. 9/10/17. 

Smith, Arthur Joseph, 2304, Pte., Galtipoli, 6/8/15. 
Smith, Charles, 11566, Pte. Gallipoli 6/5/15. 

Smith, Charles Albert, 25092, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 
Smith, 5761, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/5/15. 

Smith, E Charles, 10728, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Smith, Frederick, 10214, Drmr., Gallipoli 28/4/15. 
Smith, Frederick, 20863, L/Cpl., d. of w., at sea, 4/12/15. 
Smith, Frederick William, 35995, Pte., va < F., 16/10/18. 
Smith, Harry, 200357, Pte., F. & F., 23: 

Smith, Harold Charles, 10727, Pte., ct w., a s2a, 12/8/16. 
Smith, Herbert, 21307, Pte. 27/7/15. 

Smith, John, 8846, Pte., € 6/15. 2 
Smith, John, 42456 


Smith, John Hei D 
Smith, Joseph, 22485, Pte 
Smith, Joseph Henry, 12434, L/Cpl. F, & F 


18/10/16. 
Smith, Robert, 21669, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
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Smith, Samuel Lawrence, 7378, Sgt., Gallipoli, 28/4/15, 
Smith, Sidney, 87874, Pte., d., F. & F., 29/3/17. 

Smith, Sydney, 22954, Pte., F. & F., 1/8/16. 

Smith, Thomas, 30887, Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 14/4/18. 
Smith, Tom, 14671, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 12/9/16. 
Smith, William Andrew, 42112, Pte., F. & F., 30/9/18. 
Sneade, Charles George, M.C., Lt., F. & F., 14/10/18. 
Snoshill, Arthur William, 23013, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Sparkes, Frederick, 21705, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Sparkes, Joseph Wilfred, 202409, Pte., F. & F., 2/9/18. 
Spencer, John, 10688, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Spickett, William Charles, 36664, Pte., F. & F., 29/5/17. 
Spiers, Walter, 19365, Pte., d., at sea, 31/8/15. 

Sprague, Frank Henry, 202973, L/Cpl., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
Spriggs, John, 25437, Pte., F. & F., 4/6/16. 

Squires, Charles Edward, 37331, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Stafford, Harry, 20194, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Staite, Arthur, 34719, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/17. 


Stallard, Joseph William Frank, 46035, Pte., F. & F., 18/8/17. 


Stanley, Frank, 23024, Pte. e 
Stanley, Henry, 7702, L/Cpl., en 23/4/17. 
Stanley, Richard, 15450, L/Cpl., F. & F. 
Stanton, Albert Charles, 4160, Cs. M., 
Stanton, Thomas Frank, 30446, Pte., 
Steadman, John, 24098, Pte., d. of w.. Fr &F., 
Steadman, Samuel, 6005, Szt., 


allipoli, 6/8/15. 


4/5/17. 
Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Stephens, Thomas, 12691, Pte., d, of w., F.& F., 


17/12/17, 
Stephenson, d. of w,, F.&F., 
10/11/16. 
Stephenson, Samuel Caleb, 35309, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Stepney, Charles, 30754, Pte., F. & F., 15/6/18. 
Stevens, George Edward, 9792, Pte., F. & F., 30/5/17. 
Stevens, Herbert George, 50479, Pte., F. & F., 15/6/18. 
Stevenson, George, 6300, Sgt., d. of w., Alexandria, 6/10/15. 
Stewart, Sidney Thomas, 12067, Pte., Gallipoli, 18/6/15. 
Stockall, William, 9406, Pte., d., Turkey, 6/12/16. 
Stoddard, William, 11464, L/Cpl. d. of w., Gal! ipoli, 12/5/15. 
Stokes, Frank, 36498, Pte., d. of w. Home, 15/1/18. 
Stokes, George, 38312, Pte., FL & F, 9/10/47, 
Stone, Gearge, 11564, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoii, 29, 
Stott, Samuel Edwin, 9172, Pte., Galiipoli, 2/7/ 
Stovold, Henry, 9739, Sgt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Strange, Phillip, 23037, Pte., Galip oli, 6/8/15. 
Street, Sydney Herbert, 16438, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Stribling, James Henry, 40346, Pte., F. & F., 29/5/17. 
Stringer, Ernest, 11650, Pte., Gallipol i 
Summers, David, 13802, Pte., Gallipoli, 
Summers, William, 8741, Pte., d., T 
Summerton, William, 40294, Pte 
Surman, Leslie Howard, 40549, 
M.M. & Bar. 
Sutton, Stephen, 40646, Ptc., 
Swain, Oliver, 9814, Pte. 
Swan, William, 40129, Pte., 
Symes, John, 50833, Pte., d. of w., 


1/7th Battalion. 


Isaac, 13354, Bndsmn., 


F.& F., 4/3; 
Ubpoli, 6/5, 
d. of w. 


F6cF, 


., 21/12/17, 
16/6/18. 


F.& F. 
Pte 


Sanders, James, 203015, Pte., 
Screen, Samuel Thomas, 4081, 
Sealy, Arthur John, 202487, Pt 
Selway, Harry Oliv 3305, L/Cp 
Sheaton, William, 36, Pte., 
Shepherd, Alfred, 200291, Pte. 
Shilvock, Ernest, 200303, LiCpl 
Sidaw. William, 201181, 
Silvester, John Thomas, 20013: 
Simmonds, Joseph, 2317, Pte., 
Skeldon, Joseph, als. Pte., F 
Skippon, Jam "s, ‘ 
Slim, Thomas 
Smith, Bert I 
Smith, Joseph, 3760, Pte., 
Smith, William Charles, 2 
Southall, Albert, 203845, . 
Spencer, Mowbray Bertram Stovell, 
Stackhouse, Joseph, 3019, Pte., F 
S ae Benjamin 20; 


10/10/17. 
& F., 22/8/16, 
& E., 10/10/17, 

FL& F., 9/12/15. 
10/10/17. 


d. of w., 
& FL] 


Italy, 18! 10/18, 


Ste 
Stokes, 
Stringer, 


ae Oe 
Pte., 


Harry, ¥ é 
Edward, 200264, 


2a /17. 


OF HONOUR. 


654 


Stringer, Joseph Handel, 202039, L/Cpl., 


4/6/17. 
Symmonds, George, 303775, Pte., d. of w., F. 


d. of w., F&F 


& F., 28/417 


2/Tth Battalion. 


Saunders, Francis George, 203320, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
25/10/17. 
Scott, Leonard, 203514, Pte., F. & F., 258/17. 
Shaw, Harry, 3267, L/Crl., P., 10.10 16. 
Shulver, Alexander Charles, 2 , Pte, FL& F., 83.1% 
Sibley, William, 200971, I'te., Fi F.. 1 7. : 
Skidmore, Ephraim Willi.n Henry, 20133 
12/9/17. 
Slater, Alfred Thomas, 201971, Cpl., F. & F. 
Slater, Cleon Francis, 2681, Cpl., d. of w. q 


Small, John, 6036, Pte., d., F. & F., 25/12/ 
Smart, Samuel, 200691, Pt i 
Smith, Frank, 203412, Pte., F. & 
Smith, William, 3115, Cpl., d. of w. 
Stevens, Archibald, 202285, Pte., F 
Sykes, John Spencer, 2/Lt., F. & F., 


‘3/1217, 


18th Battalion. 


Sadler, Waltcr, 242615, Pr 
Sargeant, John, 240205, 
Saul, Samuel James, 2 i 
Saunders, Herbert Leo .ard, 


=~ [1681 
Pre., as 


Saville, Archibald Louis, 241708, ofw., Fi w F., 
17/3/17. 
Savory, William, 20714, Pte., d FL&T., 19 lois 


Sawyer, Frederick George, 20037 a F. 
27/8/17. 

Seis, William Edward, 9746, 

Sheldon, James Edwi 

Sherwood, has Fd 


Xe, door w, EF. 


Pte., 


7. 

Shutt, nsiss 241768, Pte.. d. of w. 
Simper, Alfred Charles, 241530, Pre 
Skidmore, Bert, 241656, Pte., d.. F. 
Slater, Gilbert Jobn Leigh, L., 
Smith, Charles Jam 
Smith, Ernest, 2 
Smith, George, 
Smith, William, 2: 
Smith, William John, 
Southwick, Fred, 2 

Spalcing, W alter, 
Spencer, Albert Edward, 
Thomas, 24046 


Spilsbury, James, 240265, 

Stainton, Erne: t., do of w ‘ 

Stalworth, Ernest William 444, Pte. ik | arin Sat rs 
Standing, Frederick, 5107 Pte, Poa FL 9 In Is 
Stanle amucl, 144, Oph. Bok F. 


31 cc 
E 


241 as Pte 
Pre, 
Seals 


Stanton, Albert ‘Walia, 
Stanton! Harry, 
Staples, William ne 
Stephens, Joshua, 241 
Si 


Stevens, Ebenezer, 4124 » F&F, 67 16, 
Stevens, Ronald William, 2 : BL ody 
Stokes, Abel 
5 f 3317. 
, S101, s 5 

sderick Charles, 20300) Pte. Bow FL, 5 1b 16 
Stone, George, 242433, L/Crb., Italy, 18 61s. 
Stone, Harold Leatham Pte..d.ofw. ROA FL 36515 
Street, Arthur John, 240485, Pre. d. of wi. 28s ts 
Supy Thomas George, 53006, Pte., Fox FL, tele bs. 
Swallow, Arthur Reginald, Lieut., Fo & FL 24 4°17. 

2/8th Battalion. 
Salisbury, Albert Henry George, 241537, Cpt. SM 
FL& F.. 13/4/18, 

Saunders, Alfred Fdgar, 241236 Jd. 
Saunders, Harold George, 24066 me 


242517, Pte.,d. of w., F 


Savage, John Henry, 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Scott, Richard Percival, 242214, Pte., F. & F., 15/11/17. 
Sheaf, George Arran, 260277, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Shepherd, Arthur, 242213, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 17/8/17. 
Sherratt, Thomas Anyon, 241597, Cpl., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Short, Leonard, 242117, Pte., F.& F., 8/8/18. 
Skinner, William James, 241965, Pte., F. & F., 19/8/17. 
Smith, Benjamin, 37825, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 14/5/18. 
Smith, Edgar, 1975, Pte., F.& F., 3/12/16. 

Smith, Leonard Percy, 260214, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 
Smith, Richard, 44036, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/9/18. 
Southall, Charles Henry, 242470, Pte., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Spawton, Robert Gordon, 241089, L/Cpl., F. & F., 27/8/17. 
Stephens, Robert, 260216, Pte., F. & F., 7/9/17. 
Stevens, Wilfred, 263090, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 
Stockley, Frederick, 260257, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
Street, Thomas, 35467, L/Cpl., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
Sudlow, Horace Stanley, 2/Lt., F.& F., 30/3/18. 
Summers, Alfred, 241195, Pte., F.& F., 21/3/18. 
Sutton, Eric Noel, 240677, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
Symes, Harold, 43242, Pte., F. & F., 3/9/18. 

Symonds, Albert, 3579, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/16. 


9th Battalion. 


Sadler, John Ernest, 30894, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 19/7/17. 

Salisbury, John, 20674, Pte., Mesopotamia, 9/4/16. 

Sargeant, Samuel, 19177, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 15/1/17. 

Saville, Eric, 13962, Pte., Gallipoli, 8/8/15. 

Sayce, Henry William, 31022, Pte.,d., Mesopotamia, 18/7/17. 

Schofield, Thomas, 14150, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/16. 

Scott, Robert Joseph, 23787, Pte., Mesopotamia, 30/4/16. 

Scott, Walter Shakespeare, 21488, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 

Sharples, James Thomas, 16606, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Shaw, Ebenezer Grantham, 20537, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 
30/12/15. 

Sheasby, Frederick Thomas, 
26/1/17. 

Sheppard, George, 23682, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Sheppard, Ralph, 26931, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 28/10/18. 

Sherriff, Charles Francis, 18820, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/16. 

Sherwin, Arthur, 14367, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 

Sheward, Arthur H., 21224, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 
8/4/16. 

Shilvock, Leonard, 14842, Pte., d., Alexandria, 10/8/15. 

Simpson, Samuel, 15158, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 7/5/16. 

Skelding, William, 13881, Pte., Gallipoli, 9/8/15. 

Skinner, Alfred, 38061, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18. 

Skipp, Walter, 23979, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 26/6/16. 

Slade, Wilfred ‘Stanley, 15195, Fte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 19/7/15. 

Slights, George, 16478, Pte., d., Alexandria, 26/10/15. 

Smith, Albert, 8468, Pte., "Mesopotamia, 27/9/18. 

Smith, Alfred, 30532, Pte. Mesopotamia, 26/1/17. 

Smith, Enoch, 13966, Pte., Mesopotamia, 19/1/17. 

Smith, Frank, 14835, Cpl., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 

Smith, Frederick, 15094, C.S.M., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Smith, George Edward, 8794, Pte., d. of w., Alexandria, 
26/8/15. 

Smith, Harold, 30022, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 28/1/17. 

Smith, Thomas, 19255, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 

Smith, Tom, 29717, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Smith, William, 15206, L/Cpl., d., Mesopotamia, 7/7/16. 

Smith, William Henry, 31015, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Smyth, William James, 16791, Pte., Gallipoli, 31/10/15, 

Smythe, Frank Bertrand, 14752, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Snowden, Jasper Whitfield, Lt., Mesopotamia, 25/2/17. 

Sorrell, John Henry, 20028, Pte., d. of w., Alexandria, 10/8/15. 

Southall, Henry, 27102, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Southall; John, 19458, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 


13383, L/Cpl., Mesopotamia, 


Southerton, William Henry, 22734, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 


8/4/16. 

Spencer, John Charles, 23543, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Spiers, Charles, 15234, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Spiers, Horace, 30848, Pte., d., India, 15/2/17. 

Squires, Charles Bernard, 18393, LiCpl., Gallipoli, 10/8/15, 
Stacy, Acton Chaplin, 14309, Pte. Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Stamp, Edward, 14049, Pte., Gallipoli, 18/7/15. 

Stanton, Albert, 31079, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Staples, Fred, 10631, Pte. , Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 
Stevens, David, 17206, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/8/15. 

Stevens, James, 20528, Pte., d., Alexandria, 30/10/16. 
Stevens, John, 19441, Cpl., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 

Stevens, Percy Howard, 37857, Pte., d., India, 10/2/18. 
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Stonehouse, Henry, 20466, Pte.,d. of w., Mesopotamia, 11/4/16. 
Strange, Henry Joseph, 17218, 1-/Cpl., d., Mesopotamia, 
3/10/18. 
Strickland, Frederick William, Pte., 
25/1/17. 
Summers, Claude William, 30870, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Summers, Robert William Thomas, 22745, Pte., Mesopotamia, 
19/4/16. 
Sutton, Ernest, 15090, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 24/4/16, 
Swadling, Arthur Henry, 24620, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17, 
Sweetman, Albert Edward, 13631, Pte.. Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Swingewood, George, 20079, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/16. 
Sykes, William Ernest, A/Lt.-Col., died Home, 8/1/15. 


14861, Mesopotamia, 


10th Battalion. 
201174, Sergt., 


Samuels, Henry, 16971, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 31/10/15. 
Sandbrook, Reuben, 40077, Pte., F. & F., 23/10/16. 
Sanders, Arthur, 40040, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/17. 
Sanders, Richard, 45869, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 21/9/17. 
Sandlands, John Henry, 203485, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 


Salt, Bertram, d. of w., F. & F., 21/3/18, 
D.C.M 


Sansom, John Thomas Hob, 16920, Sgt., d. of w., F.& F., 
24/9/17, MM. 

Scott, John, 236199, Pte., F.& F., 10/4/18. 

Sharman, Lionel Wilfred Hunt, 201679, L/Cpl., F. & F., 


5/5/18. 
shaw, Thomas Cottrell, 40037, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/16. 
Shaw, William, 18370, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/16. 
Sheldon, Joseph Arthur, 16096, Pte., F. & F. 
Sheppard; Albert, 22237, Pte., d. of 
Shilton, Ernest, 19254, Pte., F. & I 
Shinton, Leonard, 40074, Pte., FL & 
Shipp, Charles, 42757, Pte., d. of Ww 
Short, Oliver James, 2/Lt., 
Shute, Harry, 16936, Pte., F. 
Simmons, Charles, 15684, Pte., F. 
Simmons, John Edward, 21772, Pte., F. / 
Simmons, Sidney, 39637, Cpl., F.& F., 18/11/16. 
Sims, Arthur Heory, 17024, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/8/16. 
Skillern, Samuel, 17893, Pte., F. i 3/3/16. 
Skinner, Richard 15521, Sat., . F., 3 7/16. 
Sluman, Arthur Clarence, 43532, Cph., .& ., 10/4/18, 
Small, George, 30697, Pte., F. & F., So/7/17. 
Smart, Frank Henry, 204058, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 
Smith, Charles James, 18445, L/Cpl., F. & F., 3/7/16. 
Smith, Duncan James, 207308, Pte., F. at F., 18/6/18. 
Smith, Frederick Adrian, 16925, Pte., F. & F. n caTIAG: 
Smith, James Henry, 9631, Pte., F. & F. 5/9/15 
Smith, John William, 40039, Pte., F. & F., 7/5/ 
Smith, Joseph William, 40117, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Smith, Sidney John, 203440, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Smith, Sydney Walter, 202011, Pte., F. & F, 22/3/18. 
Smith, Thomas Enoch,.16509, Pte., F. & F., 3/10/15. 
Smith, Thomas Henry, 21739, Pte., d. of w., Home, F. & F., 
10/7/16. ‘ 
Smith, Walter, 34482, Ptc., F. & F., 20/9/17. 
Smith, William, 46783, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Smurthwaite, William, 51316, Pte., d., F. & F., 11/9/18. 
Snell, Herbert Durham, 42756, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/16. 
Spencer, Douglas Arthur, 51425, Pte., F.& F., 18/6/18. 
Spencer, John, 40042, Pte., F. & F., 18/11/16. 
Sprage, William Henry, 19637, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/16. 
Spurgeon, William, 42778, Pte., F. & F., 24/11/16. 
Spurway, Reginald Gordon, 42992, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
5/6/18. 
Stagg, Walter, 51324, Pte., d., F. & F., 28/5/18. 
Stallard, Reginald William, 16535, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
3/10/15. 
Stalley, William, 42779, Pte. 
Stanley, William Matthew, 17087, 
Stanley, William Thomas, 48842, 
Stevenson, Arthur, 235176, Pte. 
Stevenson, Mark, 40131, Pte., 
Stinchcombe, Arthur Percy, 18664, Pte., F. & F., 
Stinchcombe, Wilfred George, 18676, Pte., F.& F., 
Stock, Albert, 51327, Pte., F.& F., 18/6/18. 
Strange, Walter, 17821, Pte., F. & F., 23/7/16. 
Stratford, Wiliam, 29805, Pte., F.& F., 7/6/17. 
Street, Theophilus, 24100, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 


d. of w 
& F., 


F. & F., 18/11/16. 
Pte. 


Po& lb, 


F 
223/ 
F,, 13/7/17. 
23/7/16. 
18/6/18. 
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Sullivan, Jack, 17907, Set., F. & F., 22/7/16. 

Summers, George William, 1 0, Pte. d. of w., FL & F., 5/7/16. 
Summers, William John, 15071, Pte., Fo & F., 3/7/16. 
Suttle, Ernest, 2; 3, Pte, FL & F, 2 18. 


Sutton, Albert Frank, 
Swan, George, 21045, Pte., 
Swift, Ernest, 15783, L/Cpl., 


11th Battalion. 


17480, L/Cpl, F. & I 
F. & F., 3/716. 
F.& F., 3/7/16. 


, 1/11/16. 


a. of w. 
lonica 1 
Cpl, 


Sawyer, George, 16816, Pte., 
Shaw, Albert, 17300, Pte. 
Shaw, George David, 271 
Sheppard, James William, | 
Shillingford, George, 16773, Pte., 
Simpson, John, 23639, Pte, S: 
Sparrow, George Holton, 
12/10/16, 
Smith, David, 
Smith, David will 


» Mesopotamia, 28/2/17, 
31/5/17. 
Salonica, 25/4/17. 
, Pte. , 2/10/14, 
d. of w. Salonica, 26/4/17, 


fe 


17151, d. of w., Salonica, 


Pte., 


, 12/10/16, 
7 


Smith, Richard, 3! 

Smith, Thomas, 300: 

Southall, William, 1 a 

Spencer, Alfred William, 2 Pte., Salonica, 12/10/16, 

Spicer, Frederich, 8017, Pte., d., Salonica, 27/7/18 

Spragg, Alfred, 16763 Pte., Salunica, 12'1 e 

Stantord, James, 2 Salonica, 24/4/17. 

Stanford, Joseph, 23/4/17. 

Stephens, Sathain. James, 68956, Pte., d., Coustantinople, 
16/9/19, 

Stratford, Philip James, 18113, Pte., d., Malta, 15/1/16. 

Stringer, Ernest John, 15914, Pte., d., Salonica, 26/10/18, 


14th Battalion. 


Sadler, George Henry, 24734, Pte. 

Salt, John William, 30770, Pre., 

Sandercock, Herbert, 28397 6/LLL7. 
Sansom, Alfred Charles, 18703, Feb, 7/1/18. 
Shaw, Percy, 42392, Pte., FP. & F. 3.18. 


Shepherd, Reginald ph llianis 40904, Pte , 
Shill, Wilham Henry, 2 
Simpson, Walter Ernest, 
Smart, Claude Fd 
smith, Alfred, 36 
smith, Charles, 2! 
Smith, Edwin, 359. 


1st Battalion. 


F&F, 
TINT. 

« 1ETO/18. 
. 1S R/T. 


Tamagni, Bernardo, 133.15. 
Tendy, Henry, 1050 
Tanner, Frederick, 4 
urrant, Thomas, 
lor, George, 94 


11808, Drmr. 


vdootw., 
Cpl, ee 


Taylor, Harold G 

Taylor, Henry, Gor. 
Taylor, Henry, 17848, Pte., 
Taylor, James, 508, Pte. 


Taylor, Jesse, 2! 
Tavlor, Raloh, ‘ 
Taylor, William, 8714, Pel, 
Taylor, Wilham Hen 
gue, Ernest Thoma 
Terry, George Ernest, 
erry, Herbert, 40490, 
Thomas, Albert, 412 Pte. : 
Thomas, Teonard, 17707, Pte., 
Thomas, Perey John, 30730, 1¢ ‘ul, 
Thomas, Willred Lionel, 1109d, 
Thomson, John, 9382, Pte. d oe Avon 
Thorneycroft, Stephen, 10719, Pte 

Thornton, William, 14132, Pte, 
Thrumpstow, William Allred, 135 
Thurston, Charles, 368, Pte., 
Tilbury, Arthur Eldred Floyd, 4 
Tinmins, John, 15484, Pte., d. of w. 
Tipping, Noah, 42632, Pte., d. of 
‘lodd, James, 15040, Sgt., d. of w., 


Ee Eloise, 
dof. F 
dof 


9745, Pre. I 
Pte, 


F., 28/10/16. 
17/515. 

, 28/12/17, 
& F., 6/12;16. 
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Smith, Edwin, 16257, Pte, F. & F. 22! 10117. 
Smith, Frederick, 42397, Pte., F.& 

Smith, Harold Je 51005, Pte. d 

Smith, Harry, , Pte., F. 

Smith, Henry. 5, Pte., ~P& 

Smith, John William, Bay ‘Pte,, 

Smith, John Jeffries, 24759, Pte. 


Smith, William Oswald, 30 x Pre., I 
Snell, Thomas Raglan, 41002, ries: d., 
Spare, Walter Henry, 29546, Pte. 
Spears, Richard Henr 
Spencer, John Thom 
Sprage, Jesse, 382! 
Squance, William, 2¢ 
Stacey, Frederick Wil 
Stagg, 
Staite, Georze Henry, 


, 39971, “Pte, 
Pte., F& By, 
159, Pte., d 


Stephens, Job, 25743, Pte., 
Stevens, Frank, 46268, Pte., d. 
Stevens, Frederick, 2637+, Pte 
Stokes, Alfred George, 46207, Pte. 


F. & F. 
,d.ofw., 


"F& Fr, 2h 


Reserve Battations, etc. (Died at Home. 


Sheldrake, Herbert, 4 3, Pte, 45 78 (loth Bit 
Simmonds, Christopher George, 686, Cpl, 24.1 16 (Dep 
Smart, Ernest Alfred, € Pte., 12.6;16 (Depot). 


Smith, Charles Henrv, Lie 
Spiers, Henry Herbert, 
Spriggs, Alfred, 9278, Pt 
Staples, Clarence, 10: 
Suffolk, Alfred Henry, 22089, 
Sykes, Albert, 9481, 5/7/17 (Depot’. 


Other Units. 


Pte., 


Sellers, Philip, 2/Lt., att. RFC 


Simpson, Eric Maudsley, Capt., Gen. Ste 


Smith, Frederick Neville Cowran, Lt., att, 
d. of w., 27/8/16. 
Smith, T. 2'Lt., att. RAB, died 11/6 ALS 
Steven, Archibald, 2 Lt., att, 8th Gc _ Ret. 25 10 16, 
Street, Norman lings! Capt., Gen. Statt, la 15. 
Surr, Rudolph Vincent, Lt., att. T.M.B., 31 Lu Le. 
Sweetman, Michacl James Joseph, ajor, att. Dorset 
Regt., 27/11/15. 
Tombs, William Henry, 41210, Pte., FL & Fo, 317,17. 
Tomlinson, Andrew, 55177, Pte c 
Tomlinson, William, 42949, Pte., FE 


Is 1216 | 
Sth Br 
(6th Bin). 

16,15 (6th Bn.}. 


4 


. 


Jooth T.M.b., 


Tomiyn, Arthur Leonard Austin, L&E 
/18. 

Harry, 2352é8, Pte., d. of w., Pow FL, 24 11 17 
Tovey, Harold, 30110, Pte., F y 
Towers, Watson, 41135, Pte, d. of w eR B, Be a 
Townsend, William Richard, 2#¢ bla Bo bes 
Tracey, Harry, 9579, Pte., Fo & 
Tristram, John Hutchinson, Lt 11315. 
Troth, Osbert, 8844, Pte, FL& F138 381 
Tucker, Frederick George, 43110, Pte. Fo F283 ts 
Tucker, Ralph, 43328, Pte., Foa& FB) 14 loots 
Tulk, Frank Albert, koa F309 1s, 
Tuberville, Henry, & J& FL 601s 
Turley, F rederick, ale: dof ww. Row FL nas 
Turner, Charles Willi 13,3 13. 


Turner, Herbert, 1 
Turner, Joseph, 66: 
Turton, Charles, 15491, 
Turvey, Albert Edward, 
Twaites, Thomas, 24296, 
Twamlcy, George, 41118, 
Twiss, Archibald Geor; 
Tyler, Robert, 11189, Ss ate, 


2nd Battalion. 


“AF. 33 15. 


Taitt, Henry, 57737, Pre., d., F. & 
Talbot, Ernest, 9019, Pte., FL & F., 


27,6, 18. 
16,5; 15, 


ROLL 
Tallack, Rodney Merrifield, F, & F., 29/9/18. 
Tallis, Joseph, 36471, Pte., a 
Tandy, William James, 1+ 


57701, 


Pte., 


F, & F., 6/7/16. 


Taylor, Albert Henry, 9303, fs & F. , 21; (9/14. 
Taylor, Arthur, 7777, L/Cpl, 7 

Taylor, George, 10159, Pte., F. & 

Taylor, George, 42047, Pte., F.& 

Taylor, George Stanley, 8612, Pte., 16/5/15. 
Taylor, John, 9620, Pte., F. & F., 

Taylor, John, 201057, Pte., d. of w. 


WE, & F., 30/9/17. 
Taylor, S,dney, 10 33, L/Cpl, F.& F. / 

Thomas, Albert, 4 51, Pte., d. of w., F. ee “29/11/18. 
Thomas, Francis Ernest, 31438, Pte., KF. & 


Thomas, William, 8714, Pte., d. of w. A.) See 

Thomas, William James, 99) Pte., d. ‘of w. sisi 

Thomas, William John, 48855, Pte., F. & F. 17/4/18. 
Thomason, John, 7170, L/Cpl, F.& be: 21/lo/i4. 
Thompson, Dick, 41091, Pte., F. &F "29/9/18. 

Thompson, James, 9270, Pte., FL& F., 2/10/15. 
Thornback, Stanley Victor, 57642, L/Cpl., F. & F., 29/9/18. 


Thorpe, Arthur, 10993, Cpl. 
Tibbetts, Frederick, 17175, 
Tibbetts, Joseph, 36084, Pte., F. 
Tibbetts, Samuel, 11721, Pte., F. & F., 
Timmins, Hubert, 44266, Pte., d. of w. 
Tonks, George Fryer, 23246, ‘Cpl. iM M 
Toole, James, 4320, Set., F.& F., 16/5 
Tovey, George, 13316, Pte., F.& 
Towe, Gilbert Arthur, 8619, Pte., F. & F arto; /14. 
Tranter, Ernest, 8190, Pte., F. & F. 
Travell, George William, 5637, C.¢ 
23/10/14. 
Tromans, Benjamin, 8346, L/Cpl., d. of w 
Troth, Frederick, 9530, Pte. d., F. & F 
Truman, Alfred, 8587, Pte. F.& F 
Trump, Henry George, 9299, Set., F. & F. 
Tucker, Frederick George, 13508, L/Cpl 
Tucker, Joseph Charles, 8336, Pte., F. & F. 
Tugwell, Frank, 8597, Pte., d., F. & F. 
Turley, John, 7911, Pte., ids. 
Turner, Albert, 9036, Pte , 20/9/14. 
Turner, Douglas Alfred, 9812, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Turner, John Charles, 23744, Pte.,d. of w., F. & F., 18/10/15. 
Turner, Joseph, 37946, Pte., F. & F., 2 7 
Tycer, George, 2030 ‘ 
Tyler, William, 23690, 


F., 15/4/15. 


ae ee 


F&F, 


F. & F., 29/9/15. 


, 5/11/16. 
21/10/14. 


Pte., : 
3rd Battalion. 


Tabner, Harry, 23249, Pte., F. & F., 
Talbot, Albert, 23329, Pte. a of w., 
Talbot, Phillip Ernest, Pte., 

Tallis, Arthur: Dudley, 150: Mi Cpl, d. of w 


17/7/16. 
& 


f& F., 1/5/16. 
& F., 24/6/17. 


Tarrant, William Frederick, 203321, & F., 8/8/18. 


Tattersall, George, 23809, Pte., F. & F., 25/8/16. 

Taylor, Albert, 12372, Pte., F..& F., 7/6/17. 

Taylor, Alfred David, 10417 Licpl. d., Home, 15/2/18. 
Taylor, Arthur William, 153 y FL & F., 27/11/16. 
Taylor, Frederick Howard, is . F.& F., 11/7/18. 
Taylor, George, 7012, L/Cpl., F. & F., 31/12/15. 

Taylor, George, 7832, L/Cpl, F. & F., 16/6/15. 

Taylor, George William, 8 W& FF. T/L. 
Taylor, John, 7957, Pte., I 20/10/14. 

Taylor, John, 8095, Pte., d & FL, IS/11/18. 

Taylor, Oswin, 15349, Pte F., 16/6/15. 

Taylor, William Ldward, 1 0, Cpl. d. of w., F. & F. 5/10) 4. 
Taylor, William Georg Home, 25/12/16, 


Taylor, William John, 
Tee, Walter Dennis, 3 
Terheege, Thomas, +0 
Thistlewood, Leonar 
Thomas, Horace, 34 
Thomas, John, 6074, Pte., 
Thomas, Thomas James, buss, *Pte,, +, 12/3/15. 

Thompson, Frederick George W: right, 11494, Bndsmn, ,d.ofw., 


F.& F., 15/3/15. 
Thompson, George Edward, 6485, Sgt., F. & F., 20/10/14. 
Thornton, Edward, 57 , Pte., F. & F., 27/5/18. 
Tilbey, Alfred, 40159, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 7/6/17. 
Till, Thomas, 3, Pte., P.& F., 7/11/14. 
Tilley, John William, 41405, Pte., F. & F., 11/4/18. 
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Tilsley, Richard, 9776, Pte., 
Timms, Percy Leonard, 57358, Pte.,d. of v 
Tipton, Frederick Kdward, 7796, Pte., 


F. & F., 8/2/15. 
LP. & F., 28/5/18. 
i & F, 24/10/14. 


Tolley, Frank, 17261, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 
Tombs, Frederick Albert, 57413, Pte., d., F. & F., 14/10/18. 
Tombs, George, 27947, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/11/17. 
Tomkins, James, 10199, L/Cpl, F. & F., 7/7/16, 
Tomlin, Charles, 11688, Cpl, . /14 7/16. 
Tomlinson, Frank, 4 u Pee., oa. of w. + F. & F., 8/5/18. 
Tomlinson, Walter, 2: 
Tongue, Samuel, 881 

s, Albert, 21775, Pte., F. 

Oliver John, 8681, Pte 

Topliss, Harry 9011, Pte., «“ i 
Tracey, Richard, 9593, Pte., & F., ip. 
Trevethick, Joseph Ernest, 242 > FL& F., 11/4/18. 
Trevitt, George, 9046, Cpl., F. & 
Tristram, Charles, 2 ae Pte., d. of w , 19/8/16. 
Troth, Alfred, 240% ae Ore ‘pl., eT 3/11/18. 
Trubshaw, Frank, 34 47, Pte., F. ; 23/5/16, 
Trueman, Thomas Charles, 10093, Pte. d. of w., FL& F., 

25/12/14. 


Tucker, George Herbert, 33175, Pte., 
Tunstall, Alfred, 838 & 

Turland, John, 346 
Turley, Albert Edward, 


31 


Turner, Charles, 

Turner, E 

Turner, B 

Turner, George Gilbert, 

Turner, Vernon Wilfred, 9069, Pte., 
Turner, Walter, 27473, Pte., d. of w., 
Turrell, James, 87: Pte., F.& F., 
Tyler, George, 202897, Pte, d. of w., F 


4th Battalion, 


Talbot, John Lionel Pemberton, 2/1 
14/10/18. 

Tanner, Alfred, 23072 

Tarrant, Frederick, 


t.,d.ofw., F.& F., 


., d. of w., Home, 9/9/16. 
, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 


Tate, Frederick, 39766, d. of w., Home, 10/11/16. 
Taylor, Albert, 9715, Pte., Gallipoli, 6’8/15. 
Taylor, Alfred, 8488, Sut., d. of w., at s 
Taylor, Alfred, 17414, Pte., d. of w 
Taylor, Alfred, 22998, Pte L& F, 
Taylor, Arthur, 12537, Gallipoli, 6/8/1¢ 
Taylor, Arthur Frank, 131 Pte., Galhpoli, 6/8] 15. 
Taylor, Bert Clarence, 8486, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 10/8/18. 
Taylor, Charles Edgar, 10350, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Taylor, David, 121 Cpl., Gallipoli, 26/4/15. 
Taylor, Frank, 109 d., Turkey, 19/7/17. 
Taylor, Fred, 1317¢ lipoli, 6/8/15. 
Taylor, Frederick, 23014, L;Cplh., Gallipoli 7 
Taylor, George, 21049, Pte., d. of w. Craltipett, Ti8/15. 
Taylor, Harry, 12445, Pte., Gallipoli, "4/615 
Taylor, John William, 197 a ‘18! 10/16, 
Taylor, Leonard, 38209, 1./ F.& Fr. 9/10/17. 
Taylor, Thomas, 21452, Pte ‘Gaia, aris, 
Taylor, William, 201419, Pte., FL& B., 

Taylor, William Henry, 18090, Bie, . 


Teale, William, 
Tebby, Joseph 
Tees, Henry, 9¢ 
Temple, John, 22481, 


Tene William James, , 80/9/18, 
» 161 silipoli 6/3/15. 
, Pte, & F., 9/10/17. 

The: iker, George is 14) 10/18, 

Thomas, Emest H 


Reginald, 
Robert Sti ule 


Thomas, 
Themas, 


Thompson, Edward, #10) 

Thompson, George Henr: gle. 
Thompson, Henry, 314 fith 18. 
Thompson, John, 334: ; $17, 
Thompson, John William, Drmr., Gallipoli, 22/8/15. 
Thorn, Wilham Frederick, 3t , Pte. d. of w., FL& F., 


20/6/13. 
Thornton, Harold, 31102, Pte., 
Thundow, Percy Walter, 40324, Pt 
Tibbetts, Fred, 21060, Pte., Gallipoli, 


F. & F., 3/12/17. 
& F., 29/5/17. 
7/12/15. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Tibbitt, James, 10564, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/5/16. 

Tickle, Clifford, 46933, Pte., d., Home, 1/10/18. 

Tiley, William Albert, 12033, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Tilley, Arthur George, 31483, Cpl., F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Tilley, John Henry, 46896, Pte., F. & F., 27/9/17. 

Tilt, “Harry, 9803, Pte., F. & F "14/4/18. 

Timmins, Joseph, 12216, Pre., Mipoli, 4'6/15. 

Timmins, William Herbert, 9035, Pte., F. & F., 30/11/17. 
Timbs, Samuel, 20933, Pte., F. & F., 5/7/16. 

Timms, Frederick, 21554, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Timms, George, 13387, Pte., F. & F., 17/5/16. 

Tinson, Ralph, 9751, L/Cpl., F. & F., 16/12/17. 

Tippett, Norman, 203244, Pte., d. of w., Home, 25/4/18. 
Tipping, Arthur, 6861, Pte., Gallipoli, B9/15. 
Tollemache, George, 23022, Pte. Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Tolley, Charles, 17839, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15, 

Tolley, Thomas, 14401, Pte., d. of w., Mudros, 28/10/15. 
Tombs, Bert James, 1421], Set., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Tombes, Herbert George, 20045, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
ins, Charles, 20604, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 28/9/15. 
Tomkins, Edward, 11469, Pte., F. & F. 
Tomkins, George, 20077, Pte., Gallipoli, 
Tonks, Arthur, 11001, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Tonks, George, 11579, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/10/18, 
Tonks, James John, 26814, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/ 
Tonks, Joseph, 43131, Pte., a oF 5/18. 
Tookey, Arthur Samuel, 23 51, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Tooley, Harold Adolphus, 43754, Pte., F. & F., 30/9/18. 
Tooth, Francis Roland, 12202, Pte., Gallipoli, 24/5/15. 
Toten, Henry Thomas, 36500, Pte., F. & F., 29/5/17. 
Toward, William Ernest, 40623, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 1/5/17. 
Towler, Harry, 40348, Pte., F. & F., 22/8/18. 

Townsend, I.conard John, 20429, Cpl., F. & F., 14/10/18. 
Townsend, Wilham Webster, 25404, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 


Traftord, James, 664 
Tressler, Edward, 203 fs 
Troman, Leslie, 21644, Pt 


Tromans, Horace, 2106], Be 
Tromans, John Henry, 20082, "Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


Tromans, Joseph, 21464, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 27/6/15. 

Troth, Jacob, 19315, Pte., Gallipoli, 46/15. 

Trotman, Ernest :dward, 40279, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/17, 

Tucker, John, 20, Cpl, F. & F. 23) 11/17. 

Tudor, William Thomas, 12460, Drmr 

Tuffs, David Arthur, 33409, Pre 

Tupman, Frederick, $340, Pte. yallipoli, 6/3/15. 

Turberfield, Frank William, 41139, Pte., F. & F., 20/10/18. 

Turley, Edward, 16403, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 7/6/15. 

Turner, Edward Joseph, 14560, Pte., Gallipoli, 9/1/1 

Turner, Ernest Thomas, 20042, Pte., d. Turkey, /17. 

Turner, Harold Arthur, 235105, Pt *_& F., 22/11/17. 

Turner, Thomas, 12535, Pte., Gallipoli, 23) 6/15. 

Turner, William Stanley Nime, 23053, Pte., ‘Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Turtle, Arthur Henry, 10999, L/Cpl, d. of w., Gallipoli, 
28/4/15. 

Turvey, Frank, 20305, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Turvey, George, 8047, Pre., Gallipoli, 6; 

Twyford, William, 12920, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 

Tysall, Alfred, 8951, L/Cpl., F. & F., 23/4/17. 


1/7th Battalion. 


Talbot, Thomas, 3102, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/16. 
Taylor, Frank, 201468, Pte., d. of w., F 
Taylor, Horace Clifford, 2453 
ylor, Samuel, 201753, Pte., 
‘Tether, Philip, Pte., 
Tether, Thomas, 200463, 
Thatcher, Miller, 20ué 
Thompson, Frederic 
Thompson, John, 203 
Tighe, Andrew, 41 
‘Timnuns, Arthur, 2 
Timms, Wilham, 4 i 
Tomey, Albert Edward, Pte., 
Toms, George Archibald, 2514, Pte., d. ‘of w. 
Toms, Harr., 201178, Pte F&F 9/10: 17 
Tonks, Harold, 200413, Cy, F. & F., 9/10/17. 
Trew, Harrv, 200260, Ptc., d. of w., F. & e 
Tromens, Frank, 200063, L/Cpl., d. of w., EF ., 24/2/17. 
Tromans, Frederick, 200204, Pte., d. of w., F. & x 17/8/17. 


F., 19/4/17. 
, 19/7/16. 


9/10/17. 


. 3 
FB & F., 4/2/17. 


7. 
., 17/11/16. 


Tropman, Thomas Martin, 203777, Pte., d. of w., Italy, 
3/7/18. 

Turberville, George William, 22271, Pte., F. & F., 10,1017. 

Turley, Thomas, 3101, Pte., F. & F., 1/9/16. 

Turner, Alfred, 45940, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 

Turle, Herbert George, 4711, Pre., F. & F., 21:8/16. 

Twyford, Charles, 3796, Cpl., F. &F., lB {16. 

Tyler, William, 2808, Pte, F.& F., 5 


2/7th Battalion. 


Taylor, Ernest, 203709, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 30 a VW 
Tempest, Marshall, 235218, Pte., d. of w 
Thorne, Frederick, 2: 2, ‘a. of w 
Thorpe, Albert, 202602, Pte., 
Townsley, Frank, 235181, Pte., FE & 
Troup, George Harry, 3384, Cpl., d., 
Turner, William Ernest, 2/Lt., F. & F., 


1/8th Battalion. 


Tate, Frederick, 2573, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/16. 
Taylor, Stanley Charles, 24 Pte., F.& 
Taylor, William Alfred, 24080/ : 
Teague, William, 240777, Pte., F. . 
Teakle, Henry Bertram; 260054, “Pte, } 
Thomas, John, 3313, Pte., d. of w., F. & Be 
Tibbetts, William Charlton, 242260, Pte., F. 
Till, Frederick 1 arncs, 260117, Pte., F.& F., 198 1 
Timmins, James, 40714, Sgt., d. of wv. Fl& F., 18; 10/18. 
Tipton, John, 240266, Cpl., F. & F. Bais. 

Tranter, John Henrv, 241814, Pte. r. & F., 24/4/17. 
Troman, Charles, 20802, Pte., FL & F., 14/12/16. 

Tulk, William, 2006, Pte., d. of w., Home, 4/12 16. 
Tullidge, Bernard Henry, Cart., F.& F.. a 
Turner, “Alired Edward, 243013, Pre., 
Turner, Alfred Noel, 240618, 
Turner, Harry, 1537, Pte., F. & F. 


ert 


410-18. 
, 201 is. 


2/8th Battalion. 


Tarrant, John, 240725, C.S.M., F. & F., 3/ 
Taylor, Arthur, 242230, Pte vd. of w 
Tetlow, Kenneth Burac 2; 
Thacker, Frederick, 21 
Thomas, Samucl, 3b136 
Thomas, William Burton, Lt 
Thompson, Samuel, 240708, 
Thompson, Thomas Charles, 
Till, Harry, 242: , Pte., d. of w., 
Tiller, Harry Mark, 49635, Pte., 
Timms, Charles Frederick, 50750, 
9/5/18. 
Tomkinson, Harry Joseph, 240780. Pte., F. & F., 273 18 
Tomkins, Edmund Edward, 241933, L/Cpl.,d. of w., F.& F. 
8/1/18. 
Treby, Richards J., 241933, Lc 
Tredinnick, William Biggleston, 
30/5/18. 
Troth, George, 240889, Sgt., 
Trudgcon, Ernest, 43241, Bee. 
Tucker, Berty, 49594, Pte., 3 
Turner, Alired Edward, 2509, Pte., d., Home., 1s,6,16. 
Tutte, Charles, 260263, Pte., F. & EF. «» 3, 12,17, 


Home, 17 
& F. , 3, 18. 
Pte., d. of w., F.& F 


dd. FL& F718 
2105, Pte. d, Foa& F, 


9th Battalion. 


Tansley, Alfred, 14793, Pte., Gallipoli, 8/8/15 

Taylor, Charles Harry, 2/Lt., Mesopotamia, 25°1 17. 

7 lor, Edward, 8947, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20 4 16. 

Taylor, Edward Thom Pte, Mesopotamma, 19 4 16 

Taylor, Francis, 14325, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20 4 16 

Taylor, George Edward, 17262, Cpl., d. of w., Mesopotamia 
10/4/16. 

Taylor, George Reginald, 29023, Pte., d. of w., Mesopy tama 
2/2/17. 

Taylor, Harry, 13853, Pte., Galhipoli, 12:8 15. 

Taylor, Wilfred, 18821, Pte., d. of w., At Sea, 269 15. 

Tennant, William, 21826, Pte., Gallipoli, 11;11,15, 

Terry, James, 27417, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25,1;17. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Terry, William Henry Hammond, 6990, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 
26/1/17. 
Thatcher, George, 13663, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 


Thomas, Charles Ernest, 8453, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 3/10/17. 


Thombs, Charles, 15262, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 

Thrupp, Thomas, 19202, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Tibbitts, Joseph Edward, 10329, C.S.M., d., Malta, 27/8/15. 

Tinegate, Geoffrey Howarth, 17569, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Tinsley, Henry Maurice, 13741, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Tipping, Alfred, 20024, Sgt., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 

Tolley, William, 15599, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Toye, Charles Joseph, 26281, Cpl., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 
6/2/17. 

Treadaway, Frederick Alfred, 15095, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Tree, Charles James, Lt., d. of w., Gallipoli, 20/7/15. 

Trow, Daniel William, 18661, Cpl., d. of w., Gallipoli, 9/8/15. 

Tucker, George Wilfred, 19435, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 17/1/17. 

Turley, Joseph, 13689, Pte., Gallipoli, 21/8/15. 

Turner, Harry, 25643, Pte., Mesopotamia, 15/12/16. 

Turner, William, 27984, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Turton, William Ephraim, 15089, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 
2/9/15. 

Tutton, James, 8442, Sgt., d., Mesopotamia, 23/11/16. 


10th Battalion. 


Talbot, Samuel William, 15542, Pte., F. & F., 12/12/15. 

Tandy, Leonard, 17918, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Tanner, George Henry, 24425, Pte., F. & l., 3/7/16. 

Tarrant, Joseph, 18742, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Tasker, Richard Greaves, Capt., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Taylor, John Edward, 19929, Pte., d., F. & F., 28/10/18. 

Taylor, Vincent Augustus, 22784, L/Cpl., F. & F., 11/2/17. 

Tellam, Leslie, 57492, Pte., d., F. & F., 30/9/18. 

Thomas, Albert, 15845, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/11/15. 

Thomas, Alexander Reginald, Capt., F. F., 3/7/16. 

Thompson, William, 39893, Pte., F.& F., 18/11/16. 

Thorpe, Harry, 42758, Pte., d. of w., F. , 22/11/16, 

Thorpe, William, 42793, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 23/3/18. 

Tilbrook, William, 42759, Pte., F. & F., 28/9/18. 

Tolley, James, 19384, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Tomkins, Arthur Frederick, 17095, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
16/11/16. 


Treasure, Eustace L., 39704, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/10/16. 


Treasure, Frank Lester, 51341, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18 

Tree, Warren Francis, Capt., F. & F., 22/7/16. 

Trodd, John George Seager, 207309, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
12/6/18. 

Tromans, George, 39854, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 23/7/17. 

Truman, Walter Edward, 40059, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
24/3/18. 


Tucker, Frederick St. George, Major, F. & F., 3/7/16. 
Turbill, Albert John, 20501, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/7/16. 
Turley, Thomas, 3: Aa +» 13/2/17. 
Turner, Joseph, 4 < AB. 

Turner, Thomas William, 202620, Pte., F. & F., 10/4/18. 


Turner, William, 15979, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/16. 


1st Battalion. 
Unwin, Percy, 43032, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/8/18. 
2nd Battalion. 


Uglow, George, 31432, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 9/8/16. 
Underdown, Alfred, 43127, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 


3rd Battalion. 


Underhill, Alfred, 7882, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Underhill, William Annesley, Capt., F. & F., 21/10/14. 


4th Battalion. 
Underwood, Tom, 6336, C.Q.M.S., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
1/7th Battalion. 


Underwood, Edward, 203930, Pte., F. & F., 10/10/17. 
Underwood, Cyril Charles, 2/Lt., F. & F., 6/2/17. 
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Turner, William Stanley, 18252, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 7/9/15. 

Twigg, Charles Edmund, 19173, Sgt., d. of w., F.&F., 
23/7/16. 

Tyler, Arthur James, 20272, L/Cpl., F. & F., 20/9/17. 

Tyler, George Henry, 40798, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 23/9/17. 


11th Battalion. 


Thomas, Cecil Clarence, 9327, Pte., d., Salonica, 26/3/18. 
Thomas, Leonard, 16596, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 
Timmins, Samuel, 19081, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 6/9/16. 
Tinsley, Albert, 17722, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 

Toghill, Joseph, 16067, Pte., Salonica, 12/2/17. 

Trinder, Raymond William, 17165, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 
Trow, Edwin Albert, 16639, L/Cpl., Salonica, 19/12/17. 
Turner, Tom Clement, 16069, L;Cpl., d., Salonica, 12/3/17. 


14th Battalion. 


Taylor, Arthur Charles, 25826, Pte., F. & F., 6/11/17. 

Taylor, John, 17805, Pte., F. & F., 22/10/17. 

Thomas, Edwin George, 12337, L/Sgt., d. of w., F.& F., 
19/7/17. 

Till, Harold William, 33133, Pte., F. & F., 6/11/17. 

Tilley, Edward James, 29742, Pte., F. & F., 5/2/17. 

Tolman, Ernest Leslie, 34047, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Tomlinson, William, 42415, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Toney, Walter Harry Inkerman, 40926, Pte., F.& F., 
25/10/17. 

Toulouse, Arthur, 24937, Pte., d., Home, 3/3/16. 

Townson, Arthur, 40925, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Trillo, Victor Francis, 45205, Pte., F. & F., 19/11/17. 

Trotman, Henry George, 25095, Pte., F. & F., 28/6/17. 

Turley, Frederick, 26360, Pte., M.M., d. of w., F. & F., 24/7/17 

Turner, Cedric, 26159, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Turner, Charles, 29406, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 24/4/17. 

Turner, Frank, 46928, Pte., F. & F., 21/10/17. 

Turner, Harry, 25796, Pte., F. & F., 13/11/16. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Home). 


Tandy, Frederick, 4523, Pte., 24/8/16 (7th Res. Pn.). 
Tonkin, Alfred Edward, 63740, Pte., 25/8/18 (Ist Gn. En.). 
Treadwell, Fdward, 5291, Pte., 23/10/16 (Derot). 

Trindle, Arthur, 45675, J./Crl., 6/6/17 (15th Pn.). 
Tromans, Penjamin, 20078, Pte., 19/4/16 (6th Bn.). 

Trow, Thomas Walter, 18937, Pte., 27/10/18 (Defot). 


Other Units. 
Taylor, Rotert Leslie, 2/Lt., att. 11/Som. L.I., d. of w., 
11/9/18. 
Taylor, Sidney Arnold Turner, 2/Lt., att. M.G.C., d. of w., 
17/4/17. 


Tongue, Claude Leslie, 2;Lt., att. Base Defot, dicd 26/10/18. 
Townsend, Joseph Ernest, 2/Lt., att. R.F.C., 2/1/17. 
2/8th Battalion. 


Upsall, Sidney, 263139, Pte., F. & F., 7/4/17. 
Upton, Frederick Thomas, 45930, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/18. 


9th Battalion. 


Underhill, Joseph, 9231, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 


10th Battalion. 


Underwood, Frank Stanley, 201920, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 


14th Battalion. 


Underhill, Claude Howard, 29583, Cpl., G. & F., 31/10/17. 
Underhill, George, 26949, Pte., d. of w., Fi & 14/8/16, 
Underhill, Walter, 241797, Ptc., d. of w., F. & F., 20/4/18. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


1st Battalion. 


Vaisey, George, 9550, Pte. 
Vale, Harold, 11880, Pte., F. 
Vanes, James, 40¢ Pre, F.& F., 15/11/16. 
Vasey, William, 4€ Pte., F.& F., ie 
Vaughan, Arthur John, 21440, Pte., F. & F., 11/3/16. 
Vaughan, William Charl 18581 Cy & F., 4/3/17. 
Veasey, John Sherard, Lt., F. 2 

Vokes, George, 9898, Pte., 


F. & F., 27/5/28. 
& F., 18/11/14. 


2nd Battalion. 


Vale, Joseph William, 8279, Pte., F. & F., 
Vale, Thomas, 8237 & 7. 
Vant, George Thom: 
Vant, John Arthur, 22¢ 
Veale, Arthur Jame: 
Vickers, John, 203062, 
Vincent, Frank, 31007, 
Vincent, Harry Hall, . 
Vinter, Robert Bagster Wilson, M.C. 
Voss, George Edward, 11839, L/Cpl, I 


16/5/15. 


3rd Battalion. 


Vaile, Edward Ernest, 2'1-t., 5 10°15. 
Vallins, James, 13. “B&F. 
Vaughan, Thomas, 7 : 1c pl 


Veale, Percy Edmund, 30087, 
Veck, William Charles, 2% e 
Vernon, Walter John, 35600, Pte., d. of w. 
Vidler, Alfred Ernest, 9262, Pte., F. &F, “TAs. 

Vincent, Arthur Samuel, 57316, Pte., F. &F., 27/5/18. 
Vivian, Albert Henry, Pte., F&F. 19/10, 18. 


1a. 


4th Battalion. 
Vaughan, Albert Henry, 6216, Sgt. 
Veale, William Henry, 37818, Pte. 
Vickers, Walter, 40434, Pte. 
Vincent, Edward, 12092, Pt 
Vinecombe, Cyril Georg 
Voyce, Henry Eugene, 


oan: 


25/4/15. 
17, 


xT, 17/4/18, 


1st Battalion. 


Wadley, William, 30548, Pte., 

Wadsworth, Reginald Harry, 2/917, 

Waight, Frederick, 9194, Pte. 

Wagstaff, Frederick, $918, Pt 

Wagstaff, Harry, 17847, Pte., 

Walker, Ernest, 10349, Pte., fs 

Walker, Jefery, 10s Cpl, dof w., F. & F., 1910/18. 

Walker, John Thomas, 41213, Pte., do of w., Fo & B., 16.817, 

Wall, Charles, 15296, Pte., Bow F., 13/315. 

Walters, Albert Frederick, 18197, Pte., dv of w., FL & F., 

ank Henry, 20. . Pte, FL & F., 6.6.18. 

Walters, Harold Lawren ol4, LICpL, d. of w., FL & F., 
6,717. 

Ward, Charles, 10376, Pte., Fo & F., 10. 3°15. 

Ward, Charles, 34, Pte Fok FI 1 i6. 

Ward, Daniel, 14 Pte., d. of w *., 80/6/17, 

Ward, Edward, » Boa Bs, 

Ward, Reginald, Lk& 

Ward, William, 431 

Ward, William, pe Nel 6 

Warner, Albert Fdward, 42635, Pte 27/10/16. 


Warren, Frederick H., 30558, Pte, 
Warren, Marta, Capt. I 
Watertield, Willian, 1 
Waters, Frederick Cyril, 5 
Watkins, Wilham We uleson, 30440, ire. 
Watson, Louis Talbot, Capt., Pow F. 


Vv 


1/7th Battalion. 
Vanes, John, 2357, L/Cpl., 
Vaughan, James Harold, 
Veale, John Henry, 202192, Pte., 
2/Tth Battalion. 
& F., 7/11/17. 
1/8th Battalion. 


Vale, Charles Edward, 240760, Pte., d., Home, 15, 
Vallance, Maurice, 20720, Pte., d. of w. LFL&F,, 


2/8th Battalion. 
Venner, William, 242031, Pte., F. & F., 27,8,17. 
Vincent, William Arthur, 5500, Pte., F., 14.6;16. 
Virgin, George Edward, 203446, Pte., d. of w., F.aF, 
8/8/18. : 
9th Battalion. 


Valmond, Robert, 23361, Pte., Mesopotamia, 23 3.16. 
Vaughan, Leon, 12809, Pte., Mesopotamia, 5/4/16. 


10th Battalion. 


F.& F., 8/11/16. 
203458, Pt 
FL& 


AT 25417 


seme 


Vaux, Mark, 203564, Pte., F. 


41 
ee 


Venn, William Fdward, 42810, Pte., d. of w., F&F, 
30/7/17. 

Vincent, John Arthur, 14893, L/Cpl, F.& FL, 6/5'17, 

Vyles, John, 44199, Pte., Po & F., 18 6/13. 


11th Battalion. 
Vaughan, Thomas, 38161, Pte., 
14th Battalion. 


Salonica, 3;9/18. 


Vaughan, George Ernest, 27495, Pte., F. & F., 5/11/16. 


Vincent, Alfonso, 41008, Pte., F. & F., 5/2/17. 
Reserve Battalions, etc., (Died at Heme). 
2/4/17 (3/7th Bn.). 


Vigors, Phillip Urban, M.V.O., Capt., 


Watterson, Samucl, 21953, Pte.,d of w., F.& F., 14101. 
Watton, Harold, 1 » Pte, Fo& F., 133,15 


Watts, David Jesse, d. of w., Home, 11217, 
M. 


10914, Set., 


Jarold, 2 
James, $ 
Watts, James Thomas, 8 
Weale, Walter Henry, 3¢ 
Weaver, William Alired, 8 
Weavers, Charles Henry, 8694, 
Webb, Henry, 11858, Pte., d. of w., 
Webber, Launcelot Guy, 896. 
Webster, Bertie Andrew, 488 
Weller, John Frederick, 2: 
Wellings, Franc: 


Watts, 
Watts, 


Home, 1415 
4317, 


d. of w., F.xF, 
1418, 


Wells, Robert, 15317, L/Cpl. 
Welton, Frank, 41233, Pte 
Wentworth, Arthur, 


West, Edward Arthur, 


 Fl& F 3 
on, John George, 41211, Pte., d. of wi. P. 
ard, 41214, Pre.,d 
5043, Pte. 
16561, Pt 


We: 
Westwood, Albert Ed 
Westwood, John, 2 
Westwood, Tl.omas, 


Wheatley, Ernest Harrison, 70, Pte, Fak, 1S 
Whitcombe, Edgar George. Pte. Fak, by ls 
White, Albert Henry, 14517, Pte., Fo F., 6,7,16 
White, Frederick, 8113, Pte., d. ofw., z & F, 29 10.16 
White, Tom, 20132, Pte., F. & FB. 9,5; 1 
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Whitehouse, Arnold Edward, 9839, Pte., F.& F., 6/7/16. 

Whitehouse, William Henry, 5330, C.S.M., F. & F., 18/3/15. 

Whitehurst, Albert Percival, 2/Lt., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Whiteing, George William, 8443, Pte., c 1/1/15. 

Whiteman, Sidney, 41103, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/10/17. 

Whitlock, Charles Henry, 14130, Cpl., F. & F., 22/10/16. 

Whittle, Robert Peter, 34727, L/Cpl., F. & F., 18/4/17. 

Whittle, Walter Victor Pat-ick Charles, 2/Lt., F. & F., 13/4/15 

Whitworth, Edward, 40477, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Whyle, Joseph, 9610, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 18/3/15. 

Wickham, William George, 55272, ‘Cpl. d. of w., F.&F., 
25/4/18. 

Widdus, Ernest, 10867, Cpl., F. & F., 16/11/14. 

Wigley, Christopher Henry, 8841, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 5/1/17 

Wilcox, George, 12122, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/16. 

Wilder, Alfred Ronald, 42690, L/Cpl., F.& F., 14/10/18. 

Wilkes, Thomas, 8679, Cpl., F. & F., 6/6/18. 

Wilkes, Thomas Henry 609, LiCpL., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Wilkins, Frank, 20915, Pte., & FL, 4/3/17. 

i 8, Pte., d. of w., F.& F, 1/6/18. 

Willets, James, 14636, Pte & F., 21/1 15. 

Williams, Harry, 11842, L/Cpl, F. & F., 13/3/15. 

Williams, Thomas, 31288, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 28/12/17. 

Williams, Walter, 8318, Pte., F. & F., 19/1/15. 

Willis, Ernest James, 11415, , FL& F., 12/2/16. 

Willis, Thomas Richard, 40665, Pte., F. & F., 4/3/17. 

Wilson, William Clement, 2/Lt., F. & F., 25/9/15. 


Wilson, William Frederick, 7899, Pte., F.& F., 13/8/15. 
Wilson, William John, 42! 6/6/18. 
Winnett, Arthur, 1 2, Pte, Fo & 5. 


Wise, Stanley, 
Witsey, Cha: 
Wodehouse, Err 


51725, Pte., F. & F., 

8470, Pte., d. of w., 

st Charles Forbes, L 

Wood, Albert Edward, 9021, Pte., F. 

Wood, Albert Edward, 30641, Pte., F. & F., 4, 

Wood, Albert Thomas, 12799, Pte., F. & F., b 

Wood, Frank Charles, 37246, Pte., d. of w., F. & 

Woodfield, Leonard Victor, 9074, Pte. —& 

Woodhouse, Arthur, 22633, Pte., F. 

Woodhouse, William, 21432, Pte., d. of ! 5 

Woodward, Albert Sydney, 15217, Pte., F.& F., 10/5/15. 

Workman, William, 29: Pte., F.& F., 20/9/17. 

Worrall, Harry, 8426, F F.& F., 31/5/16. 

Worst 1, Frank Copeland, Capt., M.C., d. of w., FL & F., 
30,5 18. 

Worton, Philip, 50485, Pte., F. & F., 30/3/18. 

Wray, William Frow, 203144, Pte. F, - F. 28/3/18. 

Wray, William Percy, 9961, Cpl, 

Wright, Albert, 10300, Pte. 

Wright, Hubert Edward, 20, Pte., F. & F, 6/6/18. 

Wrighton, Robert Charles, 40284, Pte., d. of w., FL & F., 
15/10/16. 

Wyatt, Henry James, 13552, Pte. 


2nd Battalion. 


Wagland, Frank William, 9188, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
20/6/15. 
Wainman, Philip Stafford Gordon, Major, F. & 
Waite, Thomas William, 48825, Pte. 
Waldron, Sidney, 31011, Pte., F. & 
Walker, Benjamin, 9724, Pte., F. 
Walker, Harry Kice, 2s, Pte., 
Walker, Henry, 1 0, Cpl, FF 
Walker, John, 172 Pte., d. of w., F. 
Walker, Thomas William, 14728, Pte., F 
Walker, William, 7038, Pt : 
Wall, Alfred, 5720, Pte., i 
Wall) Arthur Frederick, 21579, Pte., 
Wall, William Thomas, 21471, Pte., 
Wallace, Arthur William, 48834, Pte 
Wallace, Thomas, 8447, Pte., F. & 
Waller, William George, 8155, Pte. 
Walls, James, 57704, Pte., F t 
Walters, Ernest George, a BL & EL, 17/5/15, 
Walters, Frederick Thomas, 17240, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/418, 
M.M. 
Walton, Frederick James, 16997, Pte., F. & F., 20/8/16, 
Walwin, Oscar Tenison, 40219, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 
12/11/16. 
Wanklin, Bert, 8251, Pte., 
Ward, George, 11127, Pte., 


F & F., 24/8/16, 
27/2/16. 


14) aid 


f, 15)5/15. 


of w., F&F, 1/L1/14. 


21/10, 14. 


Ward, George Henry, 31460, Pte., F. & F., 24/8/16. 

Ward, Joseph, 7713, Pte., d., F. & F., 23/4/15. 

Ward, Richard, 9106, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 15/5/16. 

Warlow, Edmund Jarvis Leith, Capt., F.& F., 5/11/16. 

Warne, Alfred Joseph, dss3x, Pte F &F., 14/4/18. 

Warner, William Henry, FL & F., 3/12/17. 

Warrilow, William, 2 : E z BS 28/2/16. 

Waterhouse, Edwin George, 13605, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Waters, Sidney, 27266, Pte., F. & F., 22/8/16. 

Watkins, Albert Edward, 57773, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Watkins, James, 42849, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30/9/18. 

Watkins, John, 31217, Pte., F. & F., 18/2/17. 

Watson, Albert William, 27221, Pte., F. & F., 31/7/18. 

Watson, Frederick, 8221, Sgt., F. & F., 26/9/15. 

Watts, Albert Mark, 43488, Pte., & F., 6/11/18. 

Watts, Harry, 10118, Pte., F. & F., 20/9/14. 

Watts, Joseph Charles, 4 7, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Watts, Ronald William Ailsa, M.C., 2/Lt., d. of w., F. & F., 
12/11/16. 

Watts, William Henry, 260035, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/10/18. 

Weaver, Harold William, 27289, Pte., F.& F., 29/9/18. 

Wells, Arthur, 27541, Pte., F. & F. 17/4/18. 

M D.C.M., Fi 

sta , 57738, Pte., F.& 

West, Cecil Ernest, 207407, Pte., d. of w., F. ‘& ¥., 10/6/18. 

Westbury, Alfred Samuel, 201565, Pte., F. & F., "24/9/18. 
horpe, Alfred, LiSat., d., F. & F., 23/10/18. 

on, Samuel, 14 ~& F., 16/5 5/16. 

Westwick, Herbert, Set., FL & 14/ (9/14. 

Westwood, Arthur, I, Pte., R 5 

Whatmore, Matthew, 37759, Pte., hee, eylelte: 

Wheatcroft, Charles Henry, 39599, Pte., d. ‘of w.,, FL& F., 
2/1/16. 

Wheeley, Thomas, 7687, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/14. 

Whelan, Thomas Lynch, 8721, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/14. 

Wherrett, Frederick Arthur, 40200, Pte., d. of w., Home, 
20/6/17. 

Whiley, Albert, 18638, Pte., F. & F., 31/10/17. 

Whitcombe, John, 44304, Pte., F. & F., 

White, Arthur, 9593, Set., F. & F., 16) 

White, Edward, 80645, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & FE, 22/12/17. 

White, Fred, 23841, Pte., d. of w., F. & F,, 4/2/16. 

White, Frederick, 24984, Pte., F. & F., 15/7, 16. 

White, John, 16405, Pte., F. & F. fs 

White, Norman, 204059, Pte., : / 

White, Richard Thomas, 23675, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/7/16. 

Whitchouse, Charles, 13624, L/Cpl., F. oh ae  5/M iG. 

Whittaker, Frnest Frederick, 23842, Pte.. d. of w., F. & F., 
29/9/18. 

Whitwell, Thomas, 23170, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 

Wigginton, John James, 48831, L/Cpl, F.& F., 20/6/18. 

Wilce, Sidney, 40216, Pte., c 5/11/16. 

Wilcox, Joseph, 6 18/1/15. 

Wild, William, 8866, L;s L& 26/9/15. 

Wildgust, Harry, 29616, Pte., F. 

Wilding, Albert Victor, 20284 

Willby, George, 8704, Pte., 

Willetts, Albert, Saath L/Cpl. 

Willetts, James, Pte., 

Willetts, Robert, 3019, A, Set., 

Willetts, Thomas, 3 

Williams, Charle: 

Williams, Ernest Frederick, 3778 

Williams, Frederick, 9097, Pte., i 

Williams, George Henry, 18817, Sep Ws 49/18. 

Williams, Richard James, 26827, 

Williams, Robert, 6574, Pte. 

Williams, Wilfred G., 14144, L/Sgt., 


: / 
B&F, 26/9/17. 


Williams, Wilham, 4554, C 1.,d. of w., § 8, L/L. 
Williams, William John Pte., d. of w. , 12/3/18. 
Willington, Herbert Char ¥ ., 26/9/15. 


Willis, James, 14516, Pte., . 31; 
Willis, James, 241223, Lich, d. of w., 
Willis, Thomas, 06, Pte. dy Fo & F. 
Willmott, John, 9341, LCpL., y 
Willmott, John Dyott, Lt. 
Wilmot, Thomas 
Willock, Frank, 
Wills, Arthur, 4252 
Wilman, John Nelso 
Wilson, Frederick, 10 
Wilson, William Charl 


F, & F., 21/4/18. 
J2/11,/18. 
209/14, 


te 


F., 25,816, 


( 
* & F., 6/6/18. 
VF, 21/10; 14. 
LSyt., F&F, 17/4/18. 
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Winter, William Hewitt, 9474, Set., F.& F., 15/7/16, M.M. 
Winwood, Albert Henry, 19769, Pte., F. & F., 28/4/18. 
Wippell, William Leonard, 242293, Pte., F. & F., 29 9/18. 
Wise, John Edward Charles, 57774, Pte., F. & F., 6/8/18. 
Withers, George Edward, 15036, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Withers, James Herbert, 200156, Pte., F.& F., 13/4/18. 
Witton, John, 7775, Pte., F. & F., 16/5/15. 
Wood, Edward Cornelius, 42519, Pte., F.& F., 2/11/16. 
Wood, George, 19846, Pte., F.& F., 1 8. 
Wood, William Henry, 27813, Pte., F. , 24/8/16. 
Wood, William Henry, 35530, Cpl., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Woodcock, Frank, 202582, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Woodhall, Jonathan, 10142, Pte., F&F, 12/4/18. 
Woodland, John Harris, 67293, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/18. 
Woodward, George Ernest, 2/Lt., F. & F., 29/9/18. 
Woodyatt, George, 31245, Pte., F. & F., 21/5/17. 
Woollaston, Albert, 11055, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Woolley, Ernest Thomas, 9375, Pte., F. & F., 24/10/14. 
Woolloff, George, 8782, L/Cpl., F. & F., 21/8/16. 
Wootton, William, 8528, Pte., F. & F., 17/4/18. 
Workman, Maurice, 18650, Pte., F. & F., 25/12/16. 
Wright, David, 14562, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Wright, Francis Barford, 18070, Pte., F.& F., 5/12/17. 
Wright, Thomas William Leonard, 13064, Pte., F.& F., 
14/9/14. 
Wright, William Alfred, 8380, Pte., F. & F., 2/11/14. 
Wyer, Francis Arthur, 27973, L/Cpl., F. & F., 14/4/18, M.M. 
Wylde, Albert, 8304, Pte., F. & F., 26/9/15. 
Wynde, Francis, 14627, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/11/15. 
Wyre, Thomas Ernest Edmund, 19016, L/Cpl., F.& F., 
1/12/17. 
Wyton, Dan, 9611, Pte., F. & F., 17/5/15. 


3rd Battalion. 


Wain, William James, 27705, L/Cpl., F. & F., 3/9/16. 
Wainwright, Albert, 11525, Cpl., F. & F., 19/9/14. 

Wale, John Henry, 12980, L/Cpl, F. & F., 21/9/14. 
Walker, Francis, 30317, Pte., F. & F., 2/8/47. 

Walker, Frederick Horatio, 41907, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Walker, Hezekiah, 19765, Pte., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

Walker, James, 27667, Pte., F. & F., 25! # 
Walker, Stephen, 10668, Pte., F. & F., 2 
Wall, Ernest, 40744, Pte., d. of w., F. & 
Wall, Frank, 19830, Pte., F. & F., 16/7/16. 
Wall, John, 9857, L/Cpl., F. & F., 16/6/15. 
Wall, Percy, 22670, Cpl., F. & F., 7/6/17. 
Wallis, Joseph, 8331, Pte., d., F. & F., 24/9/14. 
Walmesley, William. Harold, 14328, Pte., F. & F., 22/5/11, 
Walters, Lewis Peter, 5925, I’te. c 

Walton, Frank, 16118, Set ‘ 
Ward, Charles, 41908, Pte., F. & I 
Ward, George ‘Abraham, 34648, Pte. 
Ward, Harry, 7163, L/Cpl, d. of ¥ : 
Ward, Harry, 13185, Set., F. & F., 
Ward, Percy Charles, 14320, Pte., ‘a, 
Ward, Sydney, 11576, Sgt., d., F. aE, 
Ward, William, 2797¢ Pte., of w. ke ae 
Ware, Cyril Lewis, 4 L/Cpl, d. ‘of w. 
Ware, James Thomas, 6400, L/Cpl., d. of w., 
Warrender, William Frederick, 19329, Pte., F. & 
Waterfall, Walter John, 10189, Pte., d., F. & I 
Watkins, Walter Harold Victor, 30006, Pte., F. & 
Watton, Albert James, 7188, Pte., F. & F. », 30/10, 14. 
Weale, Ralph Leonard, 57 z 
Weaver, Charles, 7953, Pt 
r, Harry, 8887, Pte. 
Weaver, Oliver Charles, 2 : 
Webb, George William, 8733, Pte, 
Weeks, William, 9963, Pte., 
Weller, Frederick 1 LCpl 
Wellings, Samuel Charles, 
Wells, George, 31104, Pte., 
Weusley, David Henr 
Wensley, Ernest, 10373, Pte., F. & F., 27/10 14, 

West. Percy, 30116, 1. Cpl, du, FL & F., 1:11 18. 
Westbrook, John, 23334, Pre. d. of w., F. & F., 8/10/15. 
Westwood, Harry, 27440, Pte., d. & FE, 258/16. 
Wevell, Wilham Henry, Lt., F. & F. 6 
Weyman, Cecil Charles, 41910, Pte., Fr « F, 19/4/18, 


KF. & Fe , 21/9/14. 


~& F., 20/4/18 


21490, Pte. d. of w., F. & F., 17/10/16. 


Wheatley, Frederick Harold, 35241, Pte., d. of w., F.aF, 
9/6/17. 
Wheaton, George, 8839, Pte., F. & F., 19/9/14. 
Whetton, Albert, 39887, Cpl., F. & F., 22/3/18. 
Whiston, William, 27149, Pte., F. & F., 7/7/16. 
White, Edgar George, 40164, L/Cpl., F. & F., 86/17. 
White, Percy Charles, 8338, Pte., F. & F., 20/10-14. 
White, Samuel Dillon, 51437, Pte., F. & F., 5,818. 
Whitehead, Richard Frank, 25071, Pte., F. & F. 
Whitehouse, Ernest, 21730, L/Cpl., F. & F., 9,1 
Whitehouse, James, 27054, Pte., F. & F., 25 8:16. 
Whitehouse, Joseph, 203908, Pte., F.& F., 10817. 
Whitehouse, William, 8411, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Whitehurst, Edgar, 20351, ‘Pte., 'F.&F » 7/7/16. 
Whitmore, Albert, 9406, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27,8 16. 
Whitmore, William, 5380, Pte., F. & F., 22/5/15. 
Whittingham, Leonard Buxton, 2/Lt., d. of w., F.aF. 
26/4/18. 
Whittington, Pob, 12133, Segt., D.C.M., F.& F., 26818. 
Wichard, Frank, 6107, Pte., d., F. & F., 26,8/14. 
Wickens, Frank Edward, 40165, Pte., d. of w., F.&F. 
16/10/16. 
Wickson, Charles, 10237, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Widdicombe, Frederick William, 12776, Crl., F. & F., 227° 
Wiggan, Joseph, 7614, Pte., F. & F., 16/6/15. 
Wiggins, Roy Gaffney Argyle, 13228, Cpl. F.& F., 166! 
Wilcox, Arthur Henry, 12759, Set., d., F. & F., 26/10, 8 
Wilcox, James, 19981, Pte., F.& F., 5. 
Wilde, John, 23337, Pte., F. & F., 16; 7/16. 
Wilde, John Henry, 9489, L;Crl., F. & F., 12315. 
Wilding, Alfred Charles, 23333, L/Cpl., F. & F., 1,6 16. 
Wilkins, Frederick Altert, 207279, Set., d. of w., F.a&F, 
26/4/18. 
Wilkinson, Abraham, 20134, Pte., F. & F.. 27/5/15. 
Wilks, Harry, 9328, Set., F. & F., 3/9/16, MM. 
Wilkes, John, 21778, Pte., d. of w., Home, 26/10/16. 
Willett, Leonard, 13070, Pte., F.& F., 28.1014. 
Willetts, Harry, 10202, Set., d. of w., F.& F., 23/7/16. 
Willetts, Samuel, 20010, Pte., F. & F., 14:5 16 
Willetts, Thomas Leonard, 8467, L/Cpl., F. & F., 
Williams, Abraham, 9093, Pte., F. & F., 12 3/15. 
Williams, Adam, 16489, Pte., F. & F., 16.615. 
Williams, Charles Joseph Pardoe, 17408, Pte., d. of w., F&F. 
13/5/15. 
Wiinee: Edgar, 6039, Pte., F. & F., 7/11/14. 
Williams, Ernest, 39639, Cpl., F. a F., 27/5,1 
Williams, Fred, 41409, Pte., 
Williams, George, 16587, Pte., 
Williams, Henry, 23254, Set., 
Williams, Henry Vincent, 
Williams, Jesse, 10836, Sz 
Willis, Alfred, 10932, Pte., 16. 
Wilson, George William, 15013, Pte., F.& F., 
Wilson, Thomas Harold, 43204, Pte., F.& F., 
Winspear, Alfred n, 57317, Pte., F. & F., 26.4, 18. 
Winsper, Fred, 7125, Pte., F. & F., 28/2/15. 
Winter, Martin, 8948, Pte., d.. F.& F., 13°12 
Witts, Robert Cyril, 241512, Pte., d. of w. 
Wood, Arthur, 15719, Pte., d. of w., F. 
Wood, Bernard, 22703, Pte., F. & F., 
Wood, Bertram, 27395, Pte., F. & F., 
Wood, Charles Edward, 10744, Drmr., 
Wood, Frederick Ernest, 29789, Pte., d. of 
Wood, Harry, 10654, Pte., F. & F., 29/10 4 
Wood, James Henry, 9022, Pte., d., oe 
Wood, John Henry, 39785, LiCpl., 7& 
Wood, William Gibson, 40440, Pte., a & 
Woodall, Wilfred, 19207, Pte., F. 
Woodward, Edward, 19317, Cpl 
Woodward, William, 26296, Pte. 
Woolridge, Albert, 46794, Pte., 
Wooley, Joe, 11054, Set., F.& F., 16 
Woolven, Arthur, 23338, Pte., d. of w. 
Workman, Frederick, 5610, C.S.M. A F. ‘ 
Worrall, Charles, 6686, Pte., F. & F., ee 
Worth, Frederick, 8770, Pte., d. of w., F. & F.. 
Wren, William John, 1937 9, Pte., F. - Bs 93 lw NM. 
Wright, Albert Rupert, 7860, Pte., F.& F., 19914 
Wright) George Henry, 13418, L Cpl, d. of w., Fa F 
6/10/16. 
Wright, George Thomas, 42438, Pte., d. of w., F.aF. 
20/11/18. 
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Wright, James, 15297, Pte., F. & F., 12/3/15. 

Wright, Sidney, 8715, Pte., F.& F., 5/11/14. 

Wright, Walter, 10161, Pte., F.& F., 7/11/14. 

Wright, William, 8448, Pte., F., 7/11/14. 

Wright, William Charles, 51353, Pte., F. & F., 9/8/18. 

Wyatt, Owen Robert, 40175, LjCpl., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

Wyatt, Sydney, 46942, Pte., F.& F., 22/3/18. 

Wyer, William, 16400, Pte., F.& F., 10/8/17. 

Wyllie, Arthur George, 39786, L/Cpl., d. of w., F.& F., 
23/6/17. 

Wynde, George, 8503, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/10/14. 


4th Battalion. 


Wade, Walter, 10837, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Wain, Harry, 25322, Pte., F.& F., 14/10/18. 

Wainwright, Frederick, 21701, Pte., Gallipoli, 13/10/15. 

Wainwright, Harry, 22084, Pte., F.& F., 23/4/17. 

Waite, James, 12578, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Wakeman, William John James, 16821, Pte., Gallipoli, 
6/8/15. 

Walding, William, 40654, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/5/17. 

Walker, Harry Clifford, 45154, Pte., F. & F., 14/10/18. 

Walker, Job, 21769, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Walker, Newington, 12653, Pte., Gallipoli, 27/4/15. 

Walker, Robert William, 41098, Pte., F. & F., 30/11/17. 

Walker, Sydney, 39853, Pte., F. & F., 3/2/18. 

Walker, Wilfred, 41097, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 14/10/18. 

Walker, William, 8879, Cpl., Gallipoli, 20/9/15. 

Wall, Arthur Thomas, 204140, Pte., F. & F., 15/6/18. 

Wall, John, 9487, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Wall, Walter, 31151, Pte.,F. & F., 10/4/18. 

Wall, William, 9335, Pte., F. & F., 29/9/18. 

Walsh, John, 47634, Pte., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

Walsh, Thomas Henry, 10143, Pte., d., Turkey, 24/4/18. 

Walter, Frederick George, 10355, Sgt., d., Mesopotamia, 
10/5/16. 

Walton, John, 9806, Pte., Gallipoli, 29/4/15. 

Wand, Alfred, 14663, Pre., d., Turkey, 3/11/16. 

Ward, Aubrey Ernest, 46225, Pte., d. of w., Home, 26/2/19. 

Ward, Benjamin, 23087, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Ward, Ernest, 20141, Pte. wlipoli, 6/8/15. 

Ward, Frederick George, 13050, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 

Ward, Harold Arthur, 2/Lt., F. & F., 20/4/18. 

Ward, John William, 11312, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 6/5/16. 

Wardle, Harold, 13625, Pte., F. & F., 3/8/18. 

Waring, William, 21768, Pte., F. & F., 31/5/17. 

Warman, George, 22500, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 

Warner, William Evelyn, 25378, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 

Warren, Arthur Leonard, 11325, Sgulr., d. of w., F. & F., 
30/9/18. 

Warrick, Ernest Albert, 23009, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Waterfield, John, 21822, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Waterhouse, Albert, 11023, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


ames, 13020, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Watkins, John, 20374, Pte., F. & F., 15/10/16. 

Watkins, Thomas, 13053, 1./Cpl., & F., 18/9/16. 

Watkins, Thomas, 22031, Pte., d., Turkey, 15/2/17. 

Watkins, William, 12528, Pte., Gallipoli, 30/4/15. 

Watson, Harry, 10648, C.Q.M.S., M.M., F. & F., 6/7/16. 

Watt, John Heigh, 2/Lt., F. & F., 11/4/18. 

Watts, Harry Albert, 9921, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 30/4/15. 

Weatherhead, Stanley Ernest William, 2/Lt., F. & F., 
23/4/17. 

Weaver, William Thomas, 17256, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Webb, Joseph, 203501, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/9/18. 

Webster, George, 10041, Pte., d. of w. at sea, 20/6/15. 

Weeks, Leslic, 8866, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Welch, Albert, 9728, 

Welch, Martin, 22685, -, Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Welch, Thomas, 21610, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Wells, Alfred, 9478, Pte., d. of w. at sea, 22/6/15. 

Wells, Charles Harry, 12179, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/16. 

Welsh, John, 21748, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 

Wesson, Arthur, 10575, Sgt., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

West, Albert, 40351, Pte., F. & F., 7/12/16. 

West, William, 40635, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 22/4/17. 

Weston, George, 16431, Pte., F. & F., 18/9/10 

Weston, John Edward, 12935, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 11/12/15. 

Weston, Thomas, 19528, L/Cpl., d. of w., F. & F., 25/4/17. 

Westwood, John, 23109, Pte., d., Home, 19/2/16. 
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Westwood, Thomas, 17412, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 3/12/16. 
Wharram, John Robert, 12963, Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wharton, Francis George, 21165, Pte., F.& F., 9/10/17. 
White, Charles, 204244, Pte., F. & F., 27/4/18. 
White, Ernest James, 12709, Sgt., d. of w., Home, 8/3/18. 
White, Frank, 29684, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/10/17. 
White, John James, 20092, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
White, John Lee, 39682, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 25/10/16. 
White, Leonard, 45264, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 14/10/18. 
White, Walter James, 9970, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
White, William, 9287, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
White, William, 22622, Pte., Gallipoli, 25/9/15. 
Whitehead, Ernest William, 9869, Pte., d., India, 15/12/14. 
Whitehouse, Andrew, 45244, Pte., F.& F., 16/8/17. 
Whitehouse, Charles, 10226, Pte., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 
Whitehouse, Francis Charles, 20100, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Whitehouse, Frederick, 12211, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 7/5/15. 
Whitehurst, David, 9208, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Whiting, Clifford Archibald, 12083, Cpl., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Whitlock, Edwin, 10700, Pte., d. of w., Cairo, 4/6/15. 
Whittaker, Edwin, 21684, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Whittall, George, 11058, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Whittenham, Henry Fdward, 36917, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Whittle, Wilfred, 21608, Pte., d. of w., Turkey, 30/10/18. 
Wickwar, Joseph, 25375, Pte., F. & F., 4/6/16. 
Widdus, Alfred, 21365, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wiggett, George, 46036, Pte., F.& F., 16/8/17. 
Wiggins, James, 36199, Pte., d., F.& F., 4/2/17. 
Wilbraham, John, 10501, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wilcox, Walter William, 25420, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Wilde, Harold James, 11480, Pte., d. of w., Gallipoli, 8/5/15. 
Wilkes, George, 10532, L/Cpl., d., India, 13/6/16. 
Wilkes, William Charles, 11470, Sgt., d. of w., F.& F., 
24/4/17. 
Wilkins, Sidney, 23078, Pte., d. of w., Malta, 22/8/16. 
Wilkinson, Thomas Henry, 21935, Pte., Gallipoli, 16/9/15. 
Wilks, Benjamin, 8309, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Willetts, Alfred, 11479, Sgt., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Willetts, Samuel, 23086, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Williams, Arthur, 6160, Pte., F.& F., 18/9/16. 
Williams, Ernest, 8965, Pte., d., Turkey, 29/9/15. 
Williams, Frederick John, 40204, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Williams, George, 17767, Sgt., F. & F., 30/11/17. 
Williams, George Edward, 48378, Pte., F.& F., 9/10/17. 
Williams, George Price, 22071, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Williams, Henry George, 20633, Pte., d., F. & F., 15/5/16. 
Williams, Henry John, 8050, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Williams, James, 11633, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Williams, Thomas, 12939, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/7/15. 
Williams, William, 21926, Pte., d., Alexandria, 18/9/15. 
Wills, Alfred Leslie, Lt., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Wills, Walter Henry, 39681, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 
Wilson, William, 11530, Pte., d. of w. at sea, 27/9/15. 
Winchester, Percy Thomas, 9999, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/16. 
Winkles, William Arthur Constable, 10948, L/Cpl., Gallipoli, 
6/8/15. 
Winn, Charles, 9307, Pte., F. & F., 16/8/17. 
Winnall, Joseph, 19271, Pte., F.& F., 18/10/16. 
Winnall, Thomas, 201917, Pte., F. & F., 12/4/18. 
Winsor, John, 13033, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 2/11/16. 
Winter, Thomas, 17765, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wood, Albert Edward, 9119, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wood, Fdward George, 9610, Pte., Gallipoli, 4/6/15. 
Wood, Frederick John, 202827, Pte., F.& F., 29/11/17. 
Wood, Harry, 202966, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 13/4/18. 
Wood, John, 27714, Pte., F. & F., 23/4/17. 
Woodcock, Harry, 12522, Pte., d., Mudros, 9/12/15. 
Woodhouse, Harry, 23357, Pte., F.& F., 28/4/17. 
Woodhouse, John William, 12608, Pte., Gallipoli, 26 9 
Woodman, Edward John, 36910, Pte., F.& F., 16/8/17. 
Woods, Charles Daniel, 10394, Cpl., d. of w. at sea, 1/5/15. 
Woodward, Arthur, 19811, Pte., d., Alexandria, 19/1/19. 
Woodward, James, 22468, Pte., F. & F., 18/10/16. 
Woodward, Robert James, 17448, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Woodyatt, Arthur, 241640, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 27/8/18. 
Wooldridge, Bert, 10820, Pte., F. & F., 14/10/18. 
Wolloff, Charles, 9489, Sgt., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wordingham, Vincent Robert, 2,Lt., F. & F., 16/8;17. 
Wordley, Samuel George, 19183, Pte., Gallipoli, 18/10/15. 
Worsley, Basil, 12509, Sgt., D.C.M., F. & F., 26/2/17 
Worton, Edward Victor, 19302, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/12/16, 
Wren, William, 12984, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/5/15, 
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Wright; John James, 15356, L/Cpl., F.& F., 30/11/17. 

‘|Wright, Frederick Henry, 23038, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wright, Percy Clifford, 41107, Pte., d.. F.& F., 15:8/17. 
Wright, William John, 29614, LjCpl., F. & F., 9/10/17. 

3 Wyatt, Arthur Edward, 11854, ‘Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 
Wyatt, Evan Walter, 35455, Pte., F& F., 23/4/17. 
Wych, Janes William, 8625, Set., Gallipoli, 68/15. 
Wyers, Robert, 13772, Sgt. F. & F., 2/7/16. 


Wyles, Frederick, 25337, 
Wynn, Ralph, 40903, Pte., 
Wythes, Claude Aspinall, 


Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 
F.&F., 20/4/18. 
Capt., Gallipoli, 28/4/15. 


17th Battalion. 
Wakefield, Albert Edward, 41382, Pte., 


Walford, Sidney, 200099, LiCpl., F. & F., 25/4/17 
Walker, Joseph, 3142, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 


Wallace, Geoftrey Robert, M.C., Capt., F. & I 

Wallis, Walter Edward, 41385, Pte., F. & F., 
Walters, Francis, 2492, Pte., F. & F., 6/10/15. 

Walters, George Richard, 2568, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/16. 
Walters, John, 1630, Pte., d., F.& F., 15/8/16. 
Walton, Harry, 201559, Pte., F.& F., 13/4/17. 

Ward, Richard Henry, 29787, Pte., Italy, 16/6/18. 


Wareham, Lawrence John, 2'Lt., Fk F., 21/7/16 
Watkins, Leonard, 203609, Pte., d. 

Weaver, Frederick, 241769, Pte., F. 
Weaver, Harold, 200132, L/Cpl., 


ty “- w/ 
FB. & F., 27/8/17. 


Webb, George Clarence, 2800, Pte., & F., 19/7/16. 

Webb, Thomas Henry, 202025, Pte., F.& F., 13/4/17. 

Welch, Albert, 200688, Pte., d. ve, FL& F., 7/6/17. 
h, John, 3913, Pte., F. & F., 21/8/16. 


ings, Frederick, 201792, Pte., 
‘tor, 14299, Pte., 
um, Edward) Kamber, 
Westall, William LKdward, 599, Pte. 
Weston, Gilbert Edward, 203612, Pte. " 
Westwood, Edward, 2464, Pte., d. of w., F. & 
Whatmore, Leonard Worthing, 202769, L/Cpl., 
27/8/17 


d. of w., F. & F., 17. 
F.& F., 9/10/17. 
2)Lt., Italy, 30/10/18. 


| S/T. 


7. 


Whattus, James, 200141, Cpl., F.& F., 9/10°17. 

White, Bernard, 41384, Pte., F. & 10/ 10/17. 

White, Ernest, 203781, Pte., F 3/4) 17. 
Whitehouse, John 1 F.& F., 18/7/16 


Whittle, Thomas, 207 
Wiggan, Harry Kdga 
Wilbraham, Thomas, i 
Williams, Arthur Charles Bowen, 41278, 

°27/8, 17. 
Wilkinson, 
Wilkinson, 


21/8/10 


Edward, 200338, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/17. 
Jenn Gamble, 41383, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 


210690, 


Pte., F 

Wilks, Richard ‘ 
Wilmot, Henry € 
Windsor, Henry 
Withers, John, 3148, Pte., d. of w. 
Wood, Harry, 2158, L/Cpl, d. of w., 
Wood, Henry George “Westmorland, 
3/8/18. 
Woodhall, 


20d 


DS.O., 


William, 201759, 
Woodhouse, Albert, 242315. 
Woodward, Arthur Jam. 
Woodward, John Henry 
ey, Henry, 203 
Samuel, 2537, 
Henry Alexander, 203540, 1. x 
Wragg, Arthur, 41378, Pte., He « 
Wright, John, 200088, Se 
Wright, Joseph, 201724, L 
Wyatt, Wilham Henry, 2 
18;8/17. 


| 25/4/17, 
TG. 


Worsley, , 9/10/17. 


LR&F, 


27th Battalion. 


Wall, Arthor Harold Heury, 
Walters, Wilham, 2761, Pte. 


241663, Pre., F. & F., 3/12/17, 
Zts/16. 


Warrner, Thomas Andrew 1 Ko & F., 10/10/16, 
Wessell, Willam Heary, 3 & F, 22°816 
Westlake, George Charles, & KF. I, 11/16, 


Westwood, John, 3714, L/Cpl, F. 6 


16/9/16. 


FL& F., 


HONOUR. 


Willetts, Fred, 3893, Pte., F. & F., 28/816 


Wilson, William, 235187, Pte., d. of w., F. &F., " 

Woodall, Clarence, 3461, Pte., d. of Pa wis 

Woodall, Stat 3 Cpl, F. & F. 16, 

Woods, Bertie, Pte., d. of w., F.& F, 29817 

Wright, George Penkett, 2770, Cpl., F. & F., ives 
1/8th Battalion. 

Wadhams, John, 242639, Pte.. F. & F., 19 817 

Wagstaffe, James Bentle Pte. Pe F eels 

Waite, Charles, 2713, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 207 lo 

Walker, Charles Rawlings, 20341, L/Cpl., d. of w., F.af, 


8/11/16. 
Walker, Frank, 240462, Pte., 


Walker, Frederick, 2797, Pte., F. & F., 4/ 

Walker, Job Edward, 59338, Pte., d. of w., F. 

Walker, Robert, 1447, L-Cpl.. d. of w., 

7 Alfred Reginald, 2404572, Sgt., Italy, 

George, 1610, Pte., d. of w. , Home, 15; 
Christopher, 1375, L/Cpl, F. & F., rf 16 
Thomas Francis, 240466, Spt., M.M., F.& x F910 

Walton, Frederick Maxwell, 2/Lt., d., F. & F,2i200 

Wanklin, Albert, 240026, Syt., D.CM., 3d 

Ward, iiarry, 5087, Pte., d. of w 5. 


Warner, Howard, 40260, Cpl, F.& FB, 
Waters, Herbert John, 41618, Pte., d. ot w.. . « F., 18,1055 

Watkins, Edward, 242645, Pte., F. & F., 25/2.17. 

Watkins, Ernest, 242268, Pte., F. & F., 24,4/17. 
Watkins, James Fdward, 241961, Pte, F.&F., 41118 
Watts, Arthur Stanley, 51083, Pte., Italy, 5; 
Weaver, Henry Isaac, 241736, Pte., d. Ital 
Weaver, Sidney, 241000, Pte., F. & F., 23 
Webb, Henry, 1460, Pu 
Wells, William Pintield, 
Welt, Hyman, 260196, d., a 
est, James Gee Wilham, 2031 
cott, Charl 3061, Pte., F.& 
5 , 241764, Pre., 


r, Albert Cecil, 24177], Pte., F. & F., 2441. 

cher, Walter, 240017, M., C.M., F&F. olyis 
White, Oliver, 240075, Sgt., Italy, 25;8/18. 
Whiting, Arthur George, 260181, Pre., FL& F., n. 
Wilkes, William, 241781, Pte., F.& F., 5 AiR 
Williams, Henry, 241810, Pte., F.& F., 23,217. 
Williams, James Edward, 240910, Pte., 
Willis, Gilbert John, 242254, Pte., F. &F, 
Willitts, Alwyne, 242438, Set., F.& F., 16 


Willmott, Albert Edward, 


Willoughby, Thomas, 242275, Pte., F. & F., 

Wilson, Hugh Stanley, 2/Lt., F. & F., 14/9/15. 
Windeatt, Henry Charles, 20717, Pte., F_& F., 39% ° 
Winwood, James Hawker, 240215, L;Cpl., F.& F.. 248 
Worrall, Henry Ernest, 240213, L‘Cpl., Ttaly, 24 1a ds 
Worrall, Robe: 794, Pte., Fi& 

Wright, Albert, 34, Pt s 

Wrieht, Fred, 1586, 


Wright, Stephen, 204007, Pte. 


Wylde, Charles Gilbert Andrce, 


2/8th Battalion. 
Fi& F., 


Walker, Reginald, 260303, Tits ais Te 


Ward, Paul Francis Se ymour, 2 
Wardrop, William Anderson, 44 
Washington, Kobert, 210705, 
Watchorn, James Frucst, 24 
Webb, Frederck Charle 
Webster, George, 2 
We or, Harr: 


pet ast 
E.& Fo 313% 


11 eph, 
47, Pte, 


Weeks, Samuel, 5689, L/Cpl. 3 
Welland, Frederick Arthur, 241487, L)Cpl., d. of w. F 4 
24/4/18. 

Wells, Albert Victor, 11341, Cp, Me F&F 23s 
Wheeler, Harry, , Pte. & FL, 17. e 
Wirthcld, Joba Walter, 4407 wae dad Fea T. lee 
Winteela, Walia O40, Pte. id opw. Fak 2? 
Whittern, Joli, 3537, Pte., Home, Is 315 


Whittle, William John, 240625, Pte, Fa F355 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Wick lin, Thomas, 2€055, Pte., F. & F., 5/9/18. 
Wilks, William Henry, 4437, Pte., F. & F., 20/10/16. 
Williams, George, 44074, Pte., F. & F., 8/8/18. 
Williams, William, 242130, F. & F., 3/12/17. 

Wilson, William Henry, 43401, Pte., F. & F., 1/11/18. 
Winwood, Leonard, 17912, Pte., d., F. & F., 26/11/18. 
Wood, Owen Glen, 240741, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 
Wright, Walter, 242234, Pte., F. & F., 31/3/18. 


9th Battalion. 


Wainwright, George David, 200672, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 
14/9/18. 
Wakelin, Thomas Henry, 14308, Pte., Galllipoli, 10/8/15. 


Wakeman, Charles Joseph, 22394, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18. 
Waldron, J-ewington, 22575, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 17/1/18. 
Waldron, William Thomas, 14751, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Walker, Walter, 9488, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 

Wall, Albert, 20496, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 

Wall, George Reid, 20036, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 
Wallace, Herbert, 18877, Pte., Gallipoli, 12/8/15. 

Walter, Leonard, 24197, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Walters, Albert, 20776, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 
Walters, Charles, 7065, Szt., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 6/4/16. 
Walters, William, 36174, Pte., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18. 
Ward, William, 19610, Cpl., Gallipoli, 23/7/16. 

Warner, Jack, 13851, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 28/2/17. 
Warner, John, 17290, e., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Wastall, Frederick, 272 Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Waterhouse, William, 15086, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 
Watkins, John Henry, 27203, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Watson, Frank, 14044, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Watts, Samuel, 23145, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 29/6/16. 
Webb, George, 30643, Pte., ‘a. of w., Mesopotamia, 1 
Webber, William Robert, 26680, Pte., d., .ndia, 12/3/18. 
Webster, Herbert, 19097, Pte., Gallipoli, 7/1/16. 
Weddle, Victor Albert, 30801, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/2/17. 
Wedgbury, Edward, 23470, Pte., d., India, 18/10/18. 

Weir, Luke, 14897, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 15/12/16. 
West, John, 18876, Ptc., d. of w., Gallipoli, 28/7/15, 
Westbury, William Ernest, 9129, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 1/9/18. 
Westley, Leslie, 13813, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Weston, Ernest Vivian, 35492, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 28/9/18, 
Westwood, David, 7373, Pte., Mesopotamia, 20/4/16. 
Westwood, Frederick, 20918, Pte., Mesopotamia, 5/4/16. 
Westwood, Joseph, 30885, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
Wetherall, Albert, 13765, Pte., Gallipoli, 8/8/15. 

White, Arthur, 19593, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 
White, Walter Henry, 11814, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 14/9/18. 
Whitwell, Henry, 19463, Cpl., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 2/2/17, 
Wicks, George, 14827, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Wiggett, George, 27302, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 5/7/16. 
Wilkins, Ernest, 20838, Pte., sy sopotamia, 15/12/16. 


7. 


Williams, Frederick George, 16850, Pte., Mesopotamia, 
18/12/16. 
Williams, Frederick John, 27114, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 


5/7/16. 

Williams, ‘Sidney, 22479, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 6/12/16. 

Williams, Thomas Henry, 27706, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 
3/10/18. 

Williams, Willie, 21491, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Willis, Ernest Archibald, 16993, Pte., Gallipoli, 11/8/15. 

Willis, John Tyler, 20514, Pte., Mesopotamia, 35/1/17. 

Wilson, Sidney Joseph, 14815, ‘Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 
26/1/17. 

Winstone, Charles Henry, 13443, L/Cpl. 
18/8/16. 

Wisedale, Albert Edward, 15076, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 5/4/16. 

Wolfe, John William, 10791, Pte. “Mesopotamia, 9/4/16. 

Wood, John Archer, 14069, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 

Woodward, Gordon Stewart, 31019, Pte., d., Mesopotamia, 
17/7/17. 

Woolams, Thomas, 8136, Pte., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Wooldridge, Matthew, 20815, Pte., d. of w., Mesopotamia, 
7/4/16. 

Workman, Alfred, 30933, Pte., d. of w., 

Workman, William, 27350, Pte., 2 Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Worrell, George, 15118, Pte., Mesopotamia, 19/1/17. 

Worton, Bert, 15002, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/10/15. 

Wright, Harry, 30923, Pre., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Wright, Roland George, 31430, Cpl., Mesopotamia, 25/1/17. 

Wyre, Frederick, 14106, Pte., Gallipoli, 10/8/15. 


, d., Mesopotamia, 


Mesopotamia, 26/12/16. 


10th Battalion. ‘ 


Wainwright, Albert Charles, 203627, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18, 

Wakelam, John Wilfred, 20576, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 

Ma 13/11/16. 

Wakelin, Arthur, 39908, Pte. F. & F., 12/2/17. 

Waldron, Thomas Edward, 203950, Pte., d., F. & F., 25/8/18, 
& 


Waltord, Frederick, 42796, Pte., F. Z 21/3/18. 
Walker, George, 41782, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 
Walker, William, 20597, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 


Wall, Harold George, 15610, Cpl., F. & F., 22/7/16. 

Wall, John William, 201945, Pte., F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Wall, Thomas, 31263, Pte., F. & F., 5/2/17. 

Wallace, Albert, 21098, Pte., F. & F., 4/7/16. 

Wallace, Houston Steward Hamilton, t., F.& F., 22/7/16. 

Wallis, Alired Leslie, 202150, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 

Wallis, Walter James, 18479, Pte., F. & /3/16. 

Walton, Harry, 48266, Pte., d. of w., F. & § 3/3/18. 

Ward, Frederick, 203383, Pte., d., F. & F., 22/9/18. 

Ward, George, 11930, Pte., F. & F., 18/1/16. 

Ward, Paul Francis Seymour, 2/Lt., F.& [. 62/3/18. 

Watkins, George, 15509, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Watson, Ernest, 13115, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 26/3/18. 

Watson, Percy, 203322, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 24/3/18. 

Wattis, Frederick William, 14653, Pte., F. & F., 30/7/16. 

Watts, James, 16532, Pte., F. & F., 10/11/16. 

Weaver, Edward, 40079, Pte., F. & F., 30/12/17. 

Weavers, Frederick Townley, 42513, Pte., F. & F., 4/9/16, 

Webb, Frederick Arthur Charles, 34607, Pte., F.& F., 
6/6/18. 

Webb, George Her.ry, 29682, L/Cpl., F. & F., 7/6/17. 

Webb, Herbert, 240884, Pte., F. & I., 18/6/18. 

Webb, Percy Ralph, 30547, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 12/2/17, 

Webber, George Gilbert, 17887, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Wem, Thomas Charles, 18378, Pte.. F. & F., 30/7/16. 

Weston, Thomas, 201801 Pte., F. & 16/4/18. 

Westwood, Enoch, 203063, Pte., F. & F., 4/10/17. 

While, Arthur, 6949, Cpl., F. & F., 13/10/15. 

White, Arthur Charles, 15816, L/Cpl, F.& F., 3/11/15. 


White, Joseph, 16917, Pte., d. ot w.. F. & F., 12/2/17, 
White, Joseph, 42273, Pte., F. & F., 3/18. 
Whitehouse, Fdward, 10184, L/Cpl., F. & F., 12/2/17. 


Whitehouse. William, 15735, Pte., 
Whitlock, Charles Henry, 31382, Pte., F. & F., 4/7/17. 
Whittaker, Herbert, 202452, Pte., F. & F., 21/3/18. 
Wilcox, Albert, 15518, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 

Wilkes, Archibald, 39633, Cpl., F. & F., 23/10/16. 
Wilkes, Fred, 202824, Pte.. F. & F., 22/3/18. 

Wilkes, William Thomas, 19896, Pte., F. & F., 30/7/16. 


d., F.& F., 6/8/15. 


Wilkinson, Sydney Fielding, 35979, Pte., F. & F., 18/6/18. 

Williams, Albert George, 13509, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/4/18. 

Williams, Geo 45117, Pte., F. & F., 22/8/17. 

Williams, Harry, 40802, Pte., F.& F., 10/12/17. 

Williams, John, 2033 Pte., ES & F., 20/9/17. 

Williams, Robert, 2111 

Williams, Walter, 24792, 3 

Williams, Wiliam, 18467, Soa ae 

Willmett, Ceorge, 15847, LC, 

Willmot, Leonard, 17888, L/Cy 

Wilson, Arthur, 19760, Pte., q 

Wilson, Richard William, 18770, Pte., d. ‘of w.. F&F, 
12/7/16. 

Wilson, Sidney William, 33492, Pte., » VU/6/17, 


Wilson, Thomas, 9656, Pte., d. of w., F. & gE, 3:7; 
Wilson, Walter Henry Wiggins, 41778, Pte., d. of w. 
9/2/18. 
Witherford, George, 33464, Pte., d. of w. 
Wood, Albert, 18906, Cpl., d. of w., F. & 
Wood. Arthur, 6938, Pte,, d. ot w., F 
Wood, Christopher, 22519, Pte., F. & F 
Wood, Frederick Arthur, 16531, Cpl. 
Wood, George John, 21724, Pte., F. & 
Wood, John Thomas, 19440, Pte., F. & F. 
Wood, John Percy, 17004, Pte., F. & F., 
Wood, Walter, 9380, Sgt., d., Home, 20/5/16. 
Wood, William, 19720, Pte., F. & F., 22/7/16. 
Woodbridge, George, 15594, Pte., F. & F., 13/10/15, 
Woodcock, Raymond, 15834, Pte., F. & i. {16. 
Woodhouse, Herbert, 16687, Pte., F. & F., 3/7/16. 
Woods, Archibald Dennis, 16931, Cp, d. of w., 
10/7/17. 
Wrenn, Harold Victor, 51444, Pte., dy. F. & F., 


Home, 


12/9/18, 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Wright, Benjamin, 31397, Pte., F.& F., ene 
Wright, Thomas Henry, 242613, Pte., F&F. 

Wrightoa, Harry, 40097, Pte., d. of w. FL& Fr. 
Wyatt, William Albert, 21544, Pte., F. & F., 20'9/ 


11th Battalion. 


Wallace, Albert Thomas, 22609, L/Cpl., 
4/9/18. 

Wallington, Charles Albert, 38251, Pte., d., Salonica, 14/12/17. 

Wasley, Harry, 18303, L/Cpl., Salonica, itil 

Watkins, Arthur, 15562, Pte., Salonica, 8/9/16. 

Weeks, William Alfred, 29854, Pte., Salonica, 24/4/17. 

Welby, John Arthur, Capt., d. of w., Salonica, 17/3/17. 

West, George, 17042, Pte., d., Alexandria, 4/12/15. 

Wheeler, Percy Alfred, 15319, Cpl., Salonica, /17. 

Wiles, Albert Victor, 17766, Pte., d., Salonica, 5/10/18. 

Wilkes, Henry Frederick, 16466, 'Pte., Salonica, 6/418. 

Willetts, Henry, 27211, Pte., Salonica, 30/5/18. 

Willetts, Joseph George 16143, Pte., d., Malta, 19/6/18. 

Willetts, Levi, 21873, Pte., Salonica, 25/4/17. 

Williams, Harold, Capt., Salonica, 25/4/17. 

Wright, Percy S., 39601, Pte., d. of w., Salonica, 2/1/18. 


14th Battailon. 


Watson, John, 40218, Pte., F. & F., 25/3/18. 

Watts, Ernest, 26008, Cil., ‘a. of w., F. & F., 17/8/16. 
Webb, Arthur, 35913, Pte, F.& F, 29/10/17. 
Webster, Henry, 57151, Pte., F.& F, 29/9/18. 


d. of w., Salonica, 


1st Battalion. 


Yates, Henry, 15039, L/Cpl., F. & F., 10/6/15. 
Young, Harold, 27574, Pte. F. & F., 4/3/17. 
Yoxall, Thomas William, 29980, Pte., F. & F., 


2nd Battalion. 


Yapp, Frederick Heury, 3832 
Yates, Arthur, 16497, Pte., & F., 
Yates, Georye, 10029, Pte., F. & 
Yates, Howard, 30023, Pte., d. of 
Yeates, Ernest Albert, 38219, Pte., 
York, Reginald Luke, 31326, Pte., F. & F., 21/1 
York, William George,, 9123, Pte., d. of w., 
9/9/16. 

Young, Arthur William, 12037. Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 20/9/14. 
Young, James Alfred, 15127, Pte., F. & F., 18/7/16. 
Youster, Samuel, 35225, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 24/4/17. 


3rd Battalion. 


Yarnall, Emanuel, 13480, Pte., F. & F., 
Yarworth, William, 19101, Pte., 
Yates, Albert Ernest Alfred, 
Yates, Charles, 39895, Pte 
Yates, Harry, 19688, Pt 
Yates, James, 8694, Pte., 


17/8/17. 


Pte., F. 


} / 
FE. & F,, 20/9/18, 


16. 
Home, 


8/5/15. 
KF. & F., 20/2/15 
, Pte, F& F., 7/7/16. 


Yeoman, Arthur James, 23345, ‘Pte. 
Yeomans, Ernest, 5388, Pte. 
von: Frederick, 27453, Pte., ‘ 
Young, George Mortimer, 13014, Pre. FE 


4th Battalion. 


6 
F., 20/10/14. 


Yardley, Ernest, 26090, Pte., F. & F., 93/4/17. 
Yardiey, George Harry, 19213, Pte., Gallipoli, 3/1/16. 
Yardley, Herbert, 21247, Pu Gallipoli, 6/8/15. 


Yardley, Joseph, 11581, Pte. 
Yarrow, Ernest, 33505, Pte., 


apoli, 28/4/15. 
F. & F., 9/10/17. 


ao 


Weston, Arthur, 26249, Pte., d. of w., F.& F., 9/1018 
Whitehouse, Edward, 25656, 'Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30 717. 
Willetts, Thomas, 37922, Pte., F. & F., 
Williams, Alfred, 251447, Pte., d. of w. 
Wood, Frank William, 26133, Pte., d. of w., F. & F. 
Woodley, George Boultwood, 43888. Pte.. F.& E. fs bls 
Worth, Arthur James, 42156, Pte., d. of w., F. & F., 30'9 ts. 
Wright, Herbert, 42136, Pte., F. & FE, 10/7/18. 


Reserve Battalions, etc. (Died at Heme). 
West, Albert William, 


31314, Pte., 7/6/16. (12th Ba.. 


White, Henry George, 39253, Pte., 25/7/17. (15th Bri 
Winning, Altred Ernest, 28992, Pte., 24/1/17. (Ist Gn. Ba. 
Wood, Charles Henry, 7259, Pte., 6/7/15. (6th Bn.;. 
Wood, Joseph, 34264, Pte., 18/10/16. (Ist Gn. Bn.). 
Woodward, Arthur, 21156, Pte., 15/4/15. (Depot). 
Wrenn, Frederick, 29018, Pte., 2 16. (13th Bn.i. 

Other Units. 

4/6/15. 


Walker, O car Robert, Capt., att. R. Fus., 

Watson, Thomas Hovenden, D.S.O. .C:, A/Lt.-Col., att. 
1,Sher. For., 23/3/18. 

Williams, Owen Edgar, 2/Lt., att. 1/4th Welch Reet., 19:4,17. 

Willis, John, 9355, Sgt., att. W.A.F.F., d., 25,318. 

Winnington, John Francis Sartorius, D.S.0., A/Lt.-Col., 
att. 1/4 Northamptoa Ret., d. of w., 22/9, 18. 

Wrenford, Arthur Leonard, A/Lt.,-Col., att. 4/East Lancs, 
21/3/13. 


Yarsle ney John Henry, 20637, Pte., d. of w., Alexandra, 


Yeo, J mes 11756, Dene. Gallipoli, 30/4/15. 
York, James Alfred, , Pte., F. & F. 
Young, Joseph, S200 Pte., Gallipoli, 6 


Young, William Edwin, 40441 Cpl, FL & 
Yoxall, Harry, 21989, Pte., Gallipoli, 6/8; 15. 


27th Battalion. 

Yates, Rufus, 235104, Pte., F. & F., 3/12/17. 
1/8th Battalion. 

Yarnold, Reginald Charles, 203967, Pte., F. & F., 5/1018. 
2/8th Battalion. 

Yapp, John James, 48377, Pte., d., Home, 2/1/19. 


Young, Fred, 43248, Pte., F. & F., 1/11/18. 
Sth Battalion. 
Yarnold, George, 18, Set.,d. of w., Mesopotamia 24.1 17 


Yates, Joseph Richard, 7508, Pte., d. of w., Gall‘pol, 10.5 13 
Yoxall, Samuel, 15157, Sgt., Mesopotamia, 19, 4;16. 


10th Battalien. 


Young, Fraest Randall, 15740, re ESE S 
Young, Joven Henry, 6649, Sgt., FL & F., 


11th Battalion. 


Yates, Henrv, 16103. Pte., 
Young, William, Cotterill, 


14th Battalion. 


Salonica, 24/4/17. 
34050, Pte., Salonica, 254° 


25955, Pte., F. & F., 12'6:17. 
F&F, 12/6)17. 


Yarmold, Charles Henrv, 
Yates, Alfred Bert, 24916, Cpl, 


FOR THE FALLEN 


By Laurence Brnyon. 


(Reprinted in this work by special permission of the author, 
of the publishers, and of the ‘‘Times"’ newspaper in which the 
poem first appeared). 


With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children, 
England mourns for her dead across the sea. 

Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit, 

Fallen in the cause of the free. 


Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal 
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres. 
There is music in the midst of desolation 
And a glory that shines upon our tears. 


They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted, 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 


They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 


They mingle not with their laughing comrades again ; 
They sit no more at familiar tables of home ; 

They have no lot in our labour of the daytime ; 

They sleep beyond England’s foam. 


But where our desires are and our hopes profound, 

Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight, 

To the innermost heart of their own land they are known 
As the stars are Known to. the Night ; 


As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust, 

Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain, 

As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness, 
To the end, to the end, they remain. 
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